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Key Points:

FY 2015 – Award grants to three Pacific Area Territories totaling approximately $1,215,000. 

Background: 

The Pacific Area Territories and the Freely Associated States (FAS) of Micronesia Historic Preservation Offices (HPO) are annually appropriated Historic Preservation Fund grants pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) for protection and preservation of National Register eligible historic properties and National Historic Landmarks (NHL).  
· Sections 106 and 110 of the NHPA, PL 89-665, amended 1992 (16 USC 470), specify processes to be followed in the management of historic properties by Federal agencies in order to take into account the effects of planned projects on historic properties.
· U.S. Federal Agencies grant millions of dollars annually to entities in the Micronesia region and American Samoa for construction of buildings, roads, sewers, water systems, and other infrastructure.  Federal agencies and entities throughout Micronesia have responsibilities to take into account the effects of an undertaking on National Register eligible properties.  If a National Historic Landmark is directly or adversely affected by an undertaking, Federal agencies or entities must to the maximum extent possible minimize harm (Sec 110(f). 

The Historic Preservation Fund (HPF) provides grants to the Pacific Area Territories and Freely Associated States of Micronesia Historic Preservation Offices (HPO) for the identification, evaluation, and protection of historic properties by funding activities such as, planning, survey and inventory, registration, local and federal project review, acquisition, development, and public education.  Additionally, the Historic Preservation Office’s provide project grants to nonprofit organizations, educational institutions, and private individuals in carrying out historic preservation activities to preserve their cultural heritage.
Financial assistance provided to the Territories and the Freely Associated States does not require matching share.  The HPF appropriation is derived from the proceeds of the sale of leases of Outer Continental Shelf lands.  
Current Challenges:

· The Guam and Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands Historic Preservation Offices face various challenges with the implementation of the Programmatic Agreement among the Department of Defense, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the Guam State Historic Preservation Officer, Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas State Historic Preservation Officer, Federal Highway Administration, and the National Park Service regarding the military relocation to the island of Guam and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

· American Samoa, Guam, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands are adapting to climate change.  Initial plans are underway to record highly threatened significant historic properties located along coastal areas.  Grant proposals for comprehensive coastal surveys of historic properties are in planning stages.   In projection of climate change impacts the Pacific Territory Historic Preservation Officers are focusing on identifying at risk significant cultural resources on vulnerable lands that have not been surveyed. 
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