WP22-08

WP22-08 Executive Summary

General Description Wildlife Proposal WP22-08 requests that the Northeast Chichagof
Controlled Use Area (NECCUA) annual deer harvest limit for non-
Federally qualified users be reduced to two male deer. Submitted by:
Southeast Alaska Subsistence Regional Advisory Council

Proposed Regulation Unit 4 - Deer

Unit 4 — 6 deer; however, female deer may — Aug. I - Jan. 31
be taken only from Sept. 15— Jan. 31.

Non-Federally qualified users are limited
to 2 male deer in the Northeast Chichagof
Controlled Use Area

OSM Conclusion Oppose

Southeast Alaska Subsistence | Support
Regional Advisory Council
Recommendation

Interagency Staff Committee | The ISC acknowledges the discussion by the Council members that
Comments this proposal is not a complete closure but a reduction of non-Fed-
erally qualified use of resources in this area. This was one of four
proposals for Unit 4, which overall has a healthy population of deer,
but is experiencing subareas where subsistence users are not able to
harvest enough deer for their needs. The Council submitted this pro-
posal because of concerns brought to them by the affected Federally
qualified subsistence users in Hoonah about not meeting subsistence
needs for deer. The proposal review process allowed them to review
the available data and hear testimony from all affected users of the
resources. During the meeting, they acknowledged that the data in the
State reporting system used to measure effort does not reflect success
in subsistence hunting because subsistence hunting of deer is opportu-
nistic and users generally only report when they are successful. They
supported this proposal as a way that provided the least inconvenience
to non-Federally qualified users while also reducing competition for
the local subsistence users.

ADF&G Comments Oppose

Written Public Comments 44 Oppose, 2 Neutral
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STAFF ANALYSIS
WP22-08
ISSUES

Wildlife Proposal WP22-08, submitted by the Southeast Alaska Subsistence Regional Advisory Council
(Council), requests that the Northeast Chichagof Controlled Use Area (NECCUA) annual deer harvest
limit for non-Federally qualified users be reduced to two male deer.

DISCUSSION

The proponent states that it recently became more challenging for subsistence hunters in Hoonah to
harvest sufficient deer to meet their subsistence needs due to increased hunting pressure from non-
Federally qualified users. They state that regulatory change is needed to protect the deer population from
further depletion and increase opportunity for Federally qualified subsistence users.

Existing Federal Regulation
Unit 4 - Deer

Unit 4 — 6 deer; however, female deer may be taken only from Aug. 1 - Jan. 31
Sept. 15 —Jan. 31.

Proposed Federal Regulation

Unit 4 - Deer

Unit 4 — 6 deer; however, female deer may be taken only from Sept. 15  Aug. I - Jan. 31
—Jan. 31.

Non-Federally qualified users are limited to 2 male deer in the
Northeast Chichagof Controlled Use Area

Existing State Regulation
Unit 4 - Deer

Chichagof Island east of Port Frederick and north of
Tenakee Inlet

Residents and Nonresidents - Bucks HT Aug. 1 - Sept. 14
3 deer total
Any deer HT Sept. 15 - Dec.
31
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Unit 4 - Deer
Remainder
Residents and Non-residents - Bucks HT Aug. I - Sept. 14
6 deer total
Any deer HT Sept. 15 — Dec.
31

Extent of Federal Public Lands

Unit 4 is comprised of approximately 96% Federal Public Lands and consists of 95% U.S. Forest
Service (USFS) managed lands and less than 1% National Park Service or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
managed lands (Map 1).

Customary and Traditional Use Determination

Rural residents of Units 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 have a customary and traditional use determination for deer in
Unit 4.

Regulatory History
See Proposal WP22-07 analysis.
Biological Background

See Proposal WP22-07 analysis.

Habitat
See Proposal WP22-07 analysis.

Population Information

McCoy (2017) outlines the limitations of estimating deer populations, while Bethune (2020) discusses the
most recent deer population status in Unit 4. Overall, the deer population in Unit 4 has recovered from
the mortality incurred during the severe winters of 2006-2008 and is probably reaching winter carrying
capacity in some areas. There have not been any significant mortality events recorded since 2008 and
recent winters have been mild with no significant snowfall. McCoy (2019) explained that Unit 4 deer
pellet-group counts in 2019 were higher than previous counts in all three survey areas. Pavlov Harbor,
within the proposal analysis area (Map 1), was surveyed in 2019. Results indicate a 39% increase in
pellet-groups from the last survey conducted in 2010 (McCoy 2010).

Annual harvest is one indication of deer population status. The average annual legal deer harvest in Unit
4 is 5,579 (Figure 1). Deer harvest was below average in 2007-2010, probably due to high deer mortality
from several consecutive harsh winters. Unit 4 annual deer harvest has increased to pre-2007 levels,
suggesting that the Unit 4 deer population has recovered from those harsh winters.
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Figure 1. Unit 4 estimated annual legal deer harvest, 2000-2019.

Cultural Knowledge and Traditional Practices

Deer are an important subsistence resource for rural residents throughout southeast Alaska. In a 2012
survey of Hoonah residents, 59% of households reported attempting to harvest deer, 48% of households
reported successfully harvesting deer, and 77% of households reported using deer (Sill and Koster 2017).
An estimated 470 deer were harvested, for a total of 37,558 pounds, or 51 pounds per capita. The deer
hunting areas documented in the survey were primarily northeast Chichagof Island east of Port Frederick
and north of Tenakee Inlet (Figure 2). Sill and Koster (2017) also report that Hoonah respondents
expressed concern about deer populations and harvests. Some respondents expressed concern that non-
local hunters were taking too many deer and causing competition from over-crowding in the local areas
and roads.
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Figure 2. Reported deer hunting locations used by residents of Hoonah in 2012. From Sill and Koster 2017.

Hoonah and nearby communities maintain strong ties to Juneau as a commercial and economic hub, and
many rural residents of the area move to Juneau for economic opportunities. Hoonah is the most populat-
ed place in the Hoonah-Angoon census area. The population has been stable since 2000 and was 782 in
the 2019 census (Sill and Koster 2017; Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development 2020).
Based on year-to-year changes in residency of Permanent Fund Dividend applicants, an average of 61
residents of the Hoonah-Angoon census area moved to Juneau each year between 2009 and 2020, while
an average of 47 moved from Juneau to the Hoonah-Angoon census area (Alaska Department of Labor
and Workforce Development 2021).

Harvest History

Through 2010, deer harvest data provided by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&GQG)

are based on a sample of hunters. In general, 35% of hunters from each community are surveyed each
year and, while response rates vary by community, the overall response rate across communities is
approximately 60%. Harvest numbers are extrapolated using expansion factors calculated as the total
number of harvest tickets issued to a community divided by the total number of survey responses for that
community. If response is low from a community, an individual hunter may have a disproportionate effect
on the data. As confidence intervals are not available for these data, exact numbers should be considered
estimates and used with caution. Trends, however, especially at larger scales, should be indicative of
general population change. Since 2011, harvest data have been gathered through mandatory reporting.
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ADF&G expands the harvest estimate based on the number of reports returned to account for unreturned
harvest reports (Bethune 2020).

Deer harvest in Unit 4 in 2007/08 (1,858 £ 236) was down significantly from 2006/07 (7,746 + 594)
and was the lowest harvest in Unit 4 in over a decade due to significant mortality from preceding severe
winters (McCoy et al. 2007). Prior to 2007/08, Unit 4 deer harvest was mostly stable, fluctuating around
7,000 deer. Harvest data indicates that the annual Unit 4 deer harvests increased beginning around 2008-
2009 and was 5,969 in 2019 (Figure 1).

The proposal analysis area for WP22-08 relative to Unit 4 in shown in Map 1. The harvest data presented
is specific to wildlife analysis areas (WAA) encompassing the area of northeast Chichagof Island north of
Tenakee and Idaho Inlets, collectively called NECCUA (Map 2).
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Map 1. Unit 4 management map with proposal analysis area (NECCUA) encircled in red.
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Map 2. Wildlife analysis areas (NECCUA) used for harvest and effort data analysis.
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Harvest and effort by Federally qualified subsistence users and non-Federally qualified users in the
relevant WA As is presented in Figures 3 and 4 below. Federally qualified harvest is higher in most years
compared to other users (Figure 3) while effort, expressed in hunter days, is generally lower (Figure 4).
Non-Federally qualified users have a lower success rate which results in higher hunting effort compared
to Federally qualified subsistence users. Between 2007 and 2019, Federal subsistence harvest increased to
a high in 2016 before dropping slightly (Figure 3). Over the same period, effort in days hunted appears to
be decreasing from a high in 2015, with Federally qualified subsistence user hunt days dropping the most.
Eighty-two percent of non-Federally qualified users harvest 2 deer or less annually from Unit 4 (Figure
5). Female deer harvest by non-Federally qualified users has averaged 17% since 2000, with a peak of
33% in 2017 (Figure 6).
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Figure 3. Annual deer harvest in the proposal analysis area, 2000-2019 (ADF&G unpublished data).
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Figure 4. Annual effort, in hunter days, in the proposal analysis area, 2000-2019 (ADF&G unpublished data).
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Figure 5. Average number of non-Federally qualified users harvesting 0-4 deer annually in Unit 4, 2000-2019 (AD-
F&G unpublished data).
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Figure 6. Number of male and female deer harvested by non-federally qualified users in NECCUA, 2000-2019. Fe-
male deer harvest was restricted 2007-2012. (ADF&G unpublished data).

The chronology of deer hunting effort in all of Unit 4 is probably similar to effort in the proposal analysis

area, varying by user group. November is the most popular hunting month for both groups, particularly
for non-Federally qualified users (Figure 7).

8O0

700

500

200

400

Days hunted

300

200

100

m non-Federally qualified
Federally gualifed |

August Seplember  October MNovember December January

Figure 7. Average number of days hunted annually by Federally qualified subsistence users and non-Federally quali-
fied users in Unit 4, 2000-2019 (ADF&G unpublished data).

Hunter success rate and the number of deer harvested per hunter, are indicators of whether user nutritional
needs are being satisfied. For data management purposes, a hunt is considered successful when any num-
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ber of animals is harvested on a single hunt. The success rate for residents of Hoonah and the number of
deer per hunter has been trending up since 2009 (Figure 8).
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Figure 8. Hunter success rate and deer harvested per hunter for Hoonah residents hunting in Unit 4, 2000-2019
(ADF&G unpublished data).

Effects of the Proposal

This proposal would restrict non-Federally qualified users on Federal public lands within the NECCUA
by limiting harvest to two male deer. Restricting non-Federally qualified users could decrease both deer
harvest and competition with Federally qualified subsistence users in the area. Lower harvests by and
competition with non-Federally qualified users may result in more deer harvested by Federally qualified
subsistence users. Non-Federally qualified users may shift some effort to areas of Unit 4 outside of
NECCUA, possibly displacing hunters in other areas. Non-Federally qualified users may also concentrate
more efforts on the State managed lands within the NECCUA, including lands immediately surrounding
Hoonah. However, considering that very few non-Federally qualified users harvest more than two deer in
Unit 4, and most of the deer harvested within the analysis area are males, this restriction would probably
have little impact on the hunting effort, location, or harvest of non-Federally qualified users within the
analysis area.

OSM CONCLUSION
Oppose Proposal WP22-08.

Justification

Section 802(2) of ANILCA requires that subsistence uses by rural residents of Alaska shall be “the
priority consumptive uses of all such resources on the public lands of Alaska.” Section 804 provides

a preference for subsistence uses, specifically “...the taking on public lands of fish and wildlife for
nonwasteful subsistence uses shall be accorded priority over the taking on such lands of fish and wildlife
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for other purposes.” Section 815(3) provides that the Board may restrict nonsubsistence uses on Federal
public lands if “necessary for the conservation of healthy populations of fish and wildlife, for the reasons
set forth in section 816, to continue subsistence uses of such populations, or pursuant to other applicable

2

law.

Restricting non-Federally qualified users to two male deer annually in the proposal area does not appear
necessary because deer populations in Unit 4 are high and may be approaching carrying capacity in some
locations.

Restricting non-Federally qualified users to two male deer annually in the proposal area does not appear
necessary for the continuation of subsistence uses. The average annual success rate for Hoonah deer
hunters has been increasing since 2008 and the deer harvested per hunter had rebounded to pre-2007
levels. Further, few non-Federally qualified users harvest more than 2 deer in Unit 4 and they harvest
primarily males in the analysis area; therefore, the proposed restriction is not likely to significantly affect
effort by non-Federally qualified users or the hunting experience of Federally qualified subsistence users.
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SUBSISTENCE REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL RECOMMENDATIONS

Southeast Alaska Subsistence Regional Advisory Council

Support WP22-08. The restriction is necessary for the continuation of subsistence uses based on public
and written testimony from residents and is supported by local and traditional knowledge. This proposal
benefits Federally qualified subsistence users because it 1) reduces the harvest limit and restricts the
harvest to bucks only for non-Federally qualified users, which reserves does for Federally qualified
subsistence users, 2) provides additional harvest opportunities, and 3) may help limit hunting competition
around Hoonah during the hunting season. Limiting non-Federally qualified users to two bucks would not
be an inconvenience as these users rarely take more than 2 deer.

INTERAGENCY STAFF COMMITTEE COMMENTS

The ISC acknowledges the discussion by the Council members that this proposal is not a complete closure
but a reduction of non-Federally qualified use of resources in this area. This was one of four proposals

for Unit 4, which overall has a healthy population of deer, but is experiencing subareas where subsistence
users are not able to harvest enough deer for their needs. The Council submitted this proposal because

of concerns brought to them by the affected Federally qualified subsistence users in Hoonah about not
meeting subsistence needs for deer. The proposal review process allowed them to review the available
data and hear testimony from all affected users of the resources. During the meeting, they acknowledged
that the data in the State reporting system used to measure effort does not reflect success in subsistence
hunting because subsistence hunting of deer is opportunistic and users generally only report when they are
successful. They supported this proposal as a way that provided the least inconvenience to non-Federally
qualified users while also reducing competition for the local subsistence users.

ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME COMMENTS
Wildlife Proposal 22-08

This proposal would reduce the bag limit for non-federally qualified users (NFQU) to 2 bucks within the
Northeast Chichagof Controlled Use Area (NECCUA, Figure 1).
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Figure 1. Map of the NECCUA proposal and boundaries of the ADF&G WAAs for deer hunter data used to analyze
effects of the proposal.

Background
The Southeast Alaska Subsistence Regional Advisory Council (SERAC) claims that NFQUs are unfairly

competing with federally qualified users (FQU) when hunting Sitka black-tailed deer. Currently within
the NECCUA, NFQUSs have a bag limit of 3 deer east of Port Frederick and 6 deer west of Port Frederick
(bucks only August 1 — September 14). This proposal does not affect the current FQU bag limit for deer
within the NECCUA (6 deer).

GMU 4 encompasses the ABC Islands (Admiralty, Baranof and Chichagof) and the surrounding
archipelago. Hunters residing in Southeast Alaska (GMUs 1-5) excluding Juneau and Ketchikan are
eligible to harvest deer in GMU 4 under federal subsistence regulations. The current federal deer season
for this area is August 1 to January 31 with a bag limit of 6 deer (bucks only August 1 — September 14).
The current State season is August 1 to December 31 with a bag limit of 6 deer (bucks only August 1

— September 14) west of Port Frederick and 3 deer east of Port Frederick. In 2019, the Alaska Board of
Game (BOG) increased the deer bag limit in GMU 4 from 4 to 6 deer (except the NECCUA east of Port
Frederick which remained 3 deer) because there is such a healthy deer population within this GMU.

Under State regulations the NECCUA east of Port Frederick and north of Tenakee Inlet is treated
separately from the remainder of GMU 4 with a more conservative bag limit. This area has been
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extensively logged and features a network of logging roads that facilitate access for hunting. It is also
prone to heavy snow and much of the deer winter range has been altered by clearcut logging.

The BOG has made positive customary and traditional use findings for deer in GMU 4 and established
an annual amount reasonably necessary for subsistence (ANS) for deer in GMU 4 of 5,200—-6,000

deer. ANS differs from the undefined term “subsistence need” used in Title VIII of the Alaska National
Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA). Under Alaska law ANS is the harvestable portion of a
game population that is sufficient to provide a reasonable opportunity for subsistence uses. “Reasonable
opportunity” is that which allows a normally diligent hunter a reasonable expectation of success. The
BOG establishes an ANS for a game population through review of long-term population and harvest
information. A portion of the state-designated Juneau Nonsubsistence Area extends into GMU 4 on
northern and eastern Admiralty Island.

The indices of deer abundance, deer hunter effort and harvest in GMU 4 and withing the NECCUA are
all important aspects to consider when reviewing this proposal. Deer abundance and trend are derived
from annual deer pellet group transects, aerial alpine surveys, and spring mortality surveys. Hunter

effort and harvest data are derived from the annual deer hunter survey (1997-2010) and mandatory deer
harvest ticket reports (2011 - present). Collectively, these data gathered by the Alaska Department of Fish
and Game (ADF&G) are the only annually collected, objective, and quantitative information on deer
abundance, hunter effort and harvest available for Southeast Alaska.

GMU 4-Wide Population and Harvest

Monitoring deer abundance in forested habitat is challenging as deer cannot be directly counted through
ground or aerial surveys. We present several types of survey data. Since the 1980s ADF&G has used
spring pellet group counts to monitor broad (>30%) changes in deer abundance. Spring pellet group
surveys are conducted in numerous US Forest Service Value Comparison Units across Southeast Alaska
after snow melts and before spring green-up.

GMU 4 consistently has the highest pellet group counts in Southeast Alaska (Figure 2). Pellet group
counts <1.0 groups/plot generally correspond to low density populations, 1.0 — 1.99 groups/plot to
moderately dense populations and > 2.0 groups/plot correspond to high density populations. Pellet
group counts in GMU 4 are usually well above the high-density threshold and are often double the
counts in other GMUs. Although the area affected by this proposal is rarely sampled, this broad index
of deer abundance suggests the GMU 4 population remains at high levels with no indication of depleted
populations or conservation concerns.
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Figure 2. Mean number of deer pellet groups/plot for Southeast Alaska by GMU, 2010-2019.

In 2013 ADF&G began evaluating mid-summer aerial counts of deer in alpine habitat as an index of deer
abundance. Surveys were conducted for 2 locations in GMU 4, Southern Admiralty Island (2015-2017)
and Northeast Chichagof Island (2017-2018). The findings of those surveys were summarized as deer
counted per hour of survey time (Figure 3). Southern Admiralty had the highest deer/hour of any survey
area in Southeast Alaska. Estimates from Northeast Chichagof were similar to Prince of Wales Island
(POW) and higher than all other survey areas except Southern Admiralty and POW.
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Figure 3. Mean number of deer counted per hour during mid-summer aerial alpine deer surveys in Southeast Alaska,
2013-2018.
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Management biologists in GMU 4 began conducting beach mortality transects in the early 1990s.
Although these mortality surveys are a relatively insensitive indicator of population trend, they are an
indicator of mortality resulting from severe winters, which is the most limiting factor for Sitka black-
tailed deer populations in GMU 4. In addition to the total count of carcasses per mile, the proportion

of adult male, adult female and fawn mortalities also indicates winter severity. Usually fawns die first,
followed by adult males and then adult females. The winter of 2006/2007 was the most severe on record,
and in some parts of GMU 4 managers estimated up to 75% of deer died. Note the very high number of
carcasses found during spring 2007 surveys (Figure 4). In the years since then, few carcasses were found
indicating high overwinter survival and no winter related population declines.
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Figure 4. Mortalities per mile of beach transect conducted in GMU 4.

Taken together, these indices of deer abundance (pellet group surveys, alpine counts, mortality transects)
suggest the GMU 4 deer population is high and stable. None of these indices suggests a decline in deer
abundance or a conservation concern for the GMU 4 deer population.

Hunter Effort and Harvest

GMU 4 managers also use harvest as an indicator of trend in the deer population. ADF&G estimates
hunter effort and harvest using information provided by hunters. To hunt deer in Southeast Alaska all
hunters must obtain harvest tickets. Prior to 2011 ADF&G mailed survey forms to one third of the hunters
in each community who obtained harvest tickets. Since 2011 harvest tickets have come with a mandatory
reporting requirement. People who obtain harvest tickets are required to report whether they (or a proxy
or federal designated hunter) hunted or not. Those who did hunt are required to report where they hunted,
days of hunting effort, and information about deer they harvested.

Since 1997 the estimated average annual harvest in GMU 4 has been 5,643 deer taken by 3,275 hunters
(Figure 5). GMU 4 supports the highest deer harvest in the state. Harvest has remained fairly stable

with between 5,000-7,000 deer harvested annually. The exception being the severe winter of 2006/2007
when high harvest was followed by significant overwinter mortality of deer in GMU 4. This resulted

in a precipitous decline in harvest from 7,734 deer in 2006 to 1,933 deer in 2007. Based on harvest and
other indicators of deer abundance, managers believe the deer population had fully recovered by the 2013
season.

Federal Subsistence Board Public Meeting April 2022 719




WP22-08

8000

7000

6000

5000

4000 N Harvest
e=@=Hunters

3000

2000

1000

o
2007 N

1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020

Figure 5. Numbers of people hunting deer and estimated deer harvest for GMU 4, RY97-RY20.

Data Summaries for Impacted Area

The following analyses present data summarized for FQUs and NFQUs in the 8 ADF&G Wildlife
Analysis Areas (WAAs 3523-3526, 3551, 4222, 4252 and 4253) that intersect with the area this proposal
covers (Figure 1). WAA boundaries generally correspond with watersheds and are the finest scale at
which data can be meaningfully summarized. For this proposal, WA A boundaries directly correspond to
the proposal area.

Long-term records indicate a declining trend in harvest for FQUs and a stable trend for NFQUs (Figure
6). From 1997 to 2006, FQUs harvested an average of 747 deer annually. Harvest by FQUSs declined
following the severe winter of 2006/2007. Since 2013, when ADF&G considered the deer population
recovered, average annual harvest by FQUs grew to an average of 401 deer annually but remains about
50% lower than prior to RY07. Harvest by NFQUs also declined following the winter of 2006/2007 but
has returned to approximately 90% of pre-2007 levels (Figure 6).
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Figure 6. Trends of estimated deer harvest by FQUs and NFQUs, NECCUA, RY97-RY20.

To evaluate potential reasons for the decline in deer harvest by FQUs we examined trends in the numbers
of FQU and NFQU hunters and days of hunting effort by those hunters. The number of FQUs hunting

in the NECCUA has declined approximately 50% since the late 1990s. Prior to the winter of 2006/2007
an average of 333 FQUs took to the field. The number of FQUSs participating in this hunt never fully
recovered and since 2013 has only averaged 239 hunters. The number of NFQUs hunting in the NECCUA
also declined after the winter of 2006/2007 but returned to pre-2006 levels by 2012 (Figure 7).
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In Hoonah specifically, there has been an approximate 10% declining trend in the number of Hoonah
residents who have obtained deer harvest tickets (Figure 8).
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Figure 8. Deer harvest tickets issued to Hoonah residents RY97-RY20.

Trends in days hunted approximate the trends for number of hunters for both user groups. Since 1997

the number of days of hunting effort by FQUSs has declined by over 50% while days of hunting effort by
NFQUs has remained stable (Figure 9). Similar to the number of hunters, days of hunting effort by FQUs
never recovered from the steep decline following the winter of 2006/2007. The number of hunters along
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with the number of days hunted both indicate decreased deer hunting effort for this area of GMU 4 by
FQU hunters.
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Figure 9. Trends in estimated days of hunting effort by FQUs and NFQUs, NECCUA, RY97-RY20.

Trends in Hunter Efficiency

Hunter efficiency, or the days of hunting effort required to harvest 1 deer, is another indicator of deer
availability to GMU 4 hunters. FQUs in the NECCUA are consistently more efficient than NFQUSs
(Figure 10). Since 2013, NFQUSs required an average of 3.4 days to harvest 1 deer, but FQUs required
only 2.2 days to harvest one deer. This metric is trending slightly down for FQUs (becoming more
efficient) and has been below 2.0 days/deer for 3 of the past 5 seasons.

Compared to deer hunting effort required to harvest a deer elsewhere in the state, this is an extremely
efficient hunt. Hunters in GMU 4 require approximately 2.4 days/deer. In comparison, hunters on Prince
of Wales Island (GMU 2) average 4.0 days of hunting per deer harvested, Kodiak (GMU 8) averages

3.6 days/deer, GMU 1A (Ketchikan) averages 5.0 days/deer, GMU 3 (Petersburg/Wrangell) averages

6.1 days/deer, GMU 6 (Prince William Sound) averages 3.0 days/deer, and in GMU 1C (Juneau) hunters
average 7.9 days/deer (ADF&G 2013-2020). Hunters in GMU 4 experience the most efficient deer
hunting of anywhere in Alaska. FQU hunters in the NECCUA have a better days/deer average than Unit 4
as a whole.
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Figure 10. Trends in estimated days of hunting effort by FQUs and NFQUSs required to harvest 1 deer, NECCUA,
RY97-RY20.

The number of deer harvested per hunter is another gauge of deer abundance and hunting success. Since
1997 the number of deer harvested per NFQU has averaged 1.2. FQUs report harvesting about 1.9 deer/
hunter. Prior to the winter of 2006/2007 FQU hunters averaged 2.2 deer/hunter. Since RY 13, FQU hunters
are only harvesting 1.7 deer/hunter. NFQU deer/hunter numbers have generally returned to pre-RY07
levels. Although the deer/hunter numbers for FQU hunters is trending down, this is more a function of
fewer hunters spending less days afield than it is an indicator of hunting efficiency. Particularly in light of
days/deer and that NFQU harvests have nearly reached pre-RY07 levels. (Figure 11).
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Within the NECCUA, the bag limit for NFQUs is 6 deer west of Port Frederick and 3 deer east of Port
Frederick. This proposal seeks to reduce that bag limit to 2 bucks for the entire NECCUA. ADF&G
collects data on the number of deer individual hunters report taking relative to the bag limit in areas they
report hunting. Within GMU 4, 83.5% of NFQUs take 2 or fewer deer (Figure 12, ADF&G RY 19-RY20).
Eight and a half percent of NFQUSs take 3 deer and 5% take 4 deer. The percentage of hunters who took 5
or 6 deer (legal as of RY'19) was 1.5% for each.
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Figure 12. Percentages of NFQUs who report harvesting 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 deer in , GMU 4, RY19-RY20.

Under federal regulations, FQU hunters were able to harvest six deer prior to RY 19 when the State
bag limit was raised to six. On average, more FQU hunters take multiple deer than NFQU hunters. For
example, 37% of FQU hunters take three or more deer (Figure 13) compared to 16.5% of NFQU hunters.
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Figure 13. Percentages of FQUs who report harvesting 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6 deer in GMU 4, RY11-RY20.

Doe harvest accounts for approximately 25% of both the FQU and NFQU annual harvest. Since RY13
FQUs have averaged approximately 87 does annually and NFQUSs about 93. These calculations do not
include RY07-RY 12 when doe harvests were restricted to facilitate recovery of the deer herd following
the winter of 2006/2007.

Analysis

The analyses presented here are based on several different metrics that come from the only annually
collected, objective, and quantitative information available on deer abundance, hunter effort and harvest
in the area affected by this proposal. Deer abundance data is not only gathered by ADF&G, but hunters
report their effort and harvest to ADF&G, including the local residents of Hoonah.

The proposal asserts that the deer population within the NECCUA is “depleted” and that in recent years
FQUs have had difficulty meeting their subsistence needs for deer because of increasing competition from
NFQUs. The term, “subsistence need”, as used in Title VIII of ANILCA has no quantitative benchmark
analogous to ANS in state regulations. ANILCA also does not require the federal program to quantify
historical levels of harvest for subsistence uses. Consequently, there is no objective way of verifying
whether the existing federal regulations continue to provide for adequate subsistence harvest opportunity.
Therefore, our analysis focuses on measures of deer abundance and trend in GMU 4 and on trends in
effort and harvest by FQUs and NFQU s in the proposal area. Conditions that would support the assertion
that NFQUs are hindering deer harvest by FQUs would include increasing numbers of hunters, days of
hunting effort, and harvest by NFQUss that coincide with declining harvest by FQUs while numbers and
effort by FQU hunters remained stable or increased.
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ADF&G monitors deer abundance at the scale of the GMU or subunit, so we can only note that the
available data indicate GMU 4 deer populations are currently at high and stable levels. Winter severity,
particularly deep and lingering snowpack, is the biggest limiting factor for Sitka black-tailed deer in
GMU 4. The last winter with above average snowfall occurred in 2011/2012. Since then, winters have
been average to mild with little overwinter mortality. Pellet group and aerial alpine deer counts also
support the conclusion that deer remain abundant in GMU 4.

The proposal is predicated on the idea that FQUs in the NECCUA area are having an increasingly
difficult time meeting their subsistence needs. Because no similar proposal has been submitted before,
we can presume that previously FQUs were able to meet their needs. Therefore, to evaluate the need for
this restriction of NFQUs opportunity we evaluated harvest and measures of hunter effort for trends of
increasing effort and harvest by NFQUs.

We found that harvest by FQUs and NFQUs declined in response to the severe winter of 2006/2007.
Since then, harvest by NFQUSs has recovered to pre-2007 levels, but harvest by FQUs remains much
lower than before RY07. To investigate reasons for declining harvest after the deer population recovered,
we examined numbers of FQUs and NFQUs participating in this hunt and days of hunting effort by both
groups of hunters. We found that since RY07 the number of individual FQUs within the NECCUA has
declined by 50%, whereas the number of NFQUs has returned to pre-2007 levels. Days of hunting effort
by FQUs showed a similar trend while days of hunting effort by NFQUs returned to pre-2007 levels.
This finding directly contradicts the assertion in the proposal that increasing competition from NFQUSs

is hindering harvest by FQUs. In fact, total deer hunting effort and the potential for competition between
hunters in this area has substantially declined.

To evaluate whether FQUs are having an increasingly difficult time harvesting deer we looked for trends
in the number of days of hunting effort required to harvest one deer and number of deer harvested per
hunter. Since RY 13, FQUs require 2.2 days of hunting effort per deer compared to 3.5 days of effort for
NFQUs. Since RY 13 days of hunting effort required to harvest a deer has been trending down for FQUs
and has been below 2.0 days/deer for 3 of the past 5 seasons.

If harvesting deer was becoming more difficult for FQUs, we would expect to see an increase in the
number of days of hunting effort required to harvest a deer and a decline in the number of deer harvested
per FQU hunter. While there has been a decline in the number of deer/hunter (2.2 to 1.7 between RY97-
RYO06 and RY 13-RY20), there hasn’t been a corresponding increase in days/deer. These measures of
hunter success based on hunt reports provided by FQUs, including residents of Hoonah, indicate that deer
hunting conditions in the NECCUA remain very good and that in recent years FQUs have enjoyed very
good hunting success.

Potential effects of the proposed change on the deer population or FQU harvest are difficult to project.
NFQ hunters take on average 93 does annually in the NECCUA. By applying the percentage of NFQUSs
who take 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6 (only hunters west of Port Frederick can harvest more than three) deer

to previous harvests by NFQUs in the NECCUA, the average annual reduction in harvest would be
approximately 25 deer west of Port Frederick and 40 deer East of Port Frederick. But, those calculations
do not take into account deer harvested below mean high tide and on other State and private lands, or
whether hunters would harvest additional bucks if does were not legal. Because NFQUss take an average
of only 1.2 deer per hunter, and harvest 75% bucks, the proposed regulatory change is unlikely to affect
the deer population or result in any substantial increases in opportunity for FQUs.
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Summary
The proposal asserts that the deer population within the NECCUA is depleted and that in recent years

FQUs have had difficulty meeting their subsistence needs because of increasing competition from
NFQUs. Our analysis of the deer population, hunter effort and harvest trends found no support for either
contention. Instead, the available information indicates that deer remain abundant throughout GMU 4.
Within the NECCUA it is unlikely that hunter harvest has reduced deer abundance because total hunting
effort is relatively light, and over the last 2 decades total hunter effort and harvest have both declined.

We could find no support for the contention that competition from NFQUs has increased or that NFQUs
are hindering harvest by FQUs. In fact, the number of NFQUs and days of hunting effort by NFQUs
has remained stable over the past 2 decades. Further, days of hunting effort required to harvest one deer
remains very low.

Our analysis does indicate a long-term decline in the number of deer harvested by FQUs within the
NECCUA. However, that decline is attributable to a decline in the number of FQUs and days of effort

by those hunters. Over the last 20 years the number of FQUs and days of hunting effort by those hunters
has declined by more than half. Deer remain abundant and competition from NFQUs is unchanged, so we
conclude that the decline in federal subsistence harvest of deer results from a decline in participation and
effort by FQUs, not depleted deer populations or increasing competition from NFQUs.

Impact on Subsistence Users

The reduction in the bag limit of NFQUs would not have any impact on FQUs given the data showing
how many deer NFQUs typically harvest.

Impact on Other Users

Opportunity for NFQUSs to harvest deer on federal public lands in the NECCUA would be reduced. Bag
limits west of Port Frederick would decline from 6 deer per hunter to 2 bucks. East of Port Frederick the
NFQU bag limit would be reduced from 3 deer to 2 bucks.

Opportunity Provided by the State
The State season and bag limit for the NECCUA in GMU 4 is:

GMU 4 NECCUA East of Port Frederick

Bag Limit 3 deer (bucks only to
Sep 14"

Resident Open Season Aug1-Dec
31

(Harvest ticket)

Resident Open Season Aug1-Dec
31

(Harvest ticket)

GMU 4Remainder

Bag Limit 6 deer (bucks only to
Sep 14"

Resident Open Season Aug1-Dec
31

(Harvest ticket)

Resident Open Season Aug1-Dec
31

(Harvest ticket)
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Conservation Issues

There are conservation issues for the deer population in GMU 4. Following 9 consecutive mild winters,
the available population indices suggest the GMU 4 deer population remains high and stable. Deer harvest
remains within the historical range and state ANS is met in most years. Population indices and measures
of hunter effort and success indicate that GMU 4 has the highest population of deer and highest hunting
success of anywhere in in the state.

Based on the information provided to ADF&G by GMU 4 deer hunters, population indices, anecdotal
reports by local hunters and field observations by management biologists we conclude that there is no
conservation concern for the GMU 4 deer population.

Enforcement Issues

Passage of this proposal will create increasingly complex regulations for NFQUs. Enforcement will be
challenging because NFQU’s will remain eligible to hunt deer (including does) on state-owned tidelands
below the line of mean high tide and private property. The tideline is not marked, so NFQUSs and
enforcement officers will have difficulty determining when deer are above or below that line of mean high
tide.

Position

ADF&G OPPOSES this proposal because there is no evidence that hunting by NFQUs has affected
FQUs ability to harvest deer. There is no conservation concern and therefore no biological justification
for reducing the bag limit of NFQUSs. Adopting this proposal would deprive NFQUs of sustainable deer
hunting opportunity contrary to terms in Title VIII of ANILCA.

Approximately 90% of land in GMU 4 is federally managed, and current federal regulations provide
greater opportunity for FQUs compared to NFQUs. FQUs are eligible to hunt an entire month longer than
NFQUs with a season extending through January. In the NECCUA, east of Port Frederick (where 70%
and 80% of FQU and NFQU harvest occurs, respectively), FQUs have a much more liberal bag limit (6
deer compared to 3 deer for NFQUSs) as well as a very liberal designated hunter program.

In Alaska v. Federal Subsistence Bd., 544 F.3d 1089, 1100 (9th Cir. 2008), the Ninth Circuit ruled that,
under ANILCA, the Federal Subsistence Board may regulate subsistence use but is prohibited from
limiting nonsubsistence use. A bag limit reduction for NFQUss for deer in GMU 4 is inconsistent with
ANILCA under applicable case law on federal preemption. As directed by Congress in Section 802 of
ANILCA, subsistence uses of wildlife shall be the priority consumptive use on federal public lands “when
it is necessary to restrict taking in order to assure the continued viability of a fish or wildlife population
or the continuation of subsistence uses of such population.” Section 815 of ANILCA authorizes federal
restrictions on nonsubsistence uses on the public lands only if “necessary for the conservation of healthy
populations of fish and wildlife” or if necessary to “continue subsistence uses.” Based on ADF&G’s
analysis of the only annually collected, objective, and quantitative data available, neither of those reasons
apply. There is no conservation concern for the NECCUA deer population, and no restrictions on NFQU
bag limit are needed to continue subsistence uses of deer. Data largely provided by FQUs residing in the
NECCUA clearly indicate that the decline in harvest by that user group resulted from substantially lower
participation and effort by FQU deer hunters.
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Data Tables

Table 1. Number of GMU 4 NFQUs that harvest 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 deer.

WP22-08

Reg Year Total Zero One Deer | Two Deer | Three Four Five Deer Six Deer
Hunters Deer Deer Deer

2011 1533 433 419 296 218 166 0 0
2012 1546 637 446 250 119 94 0 0
2013 1660 579 520 286 170 100 1 0
2014 1808 762 534 287 148 78 0 0
2015 1875 588 559 340 232 155 0 2
2016 1872 596 589 325 220 141 0 0
2017 1783 663 558 303 168 90 0 1
2018 1779 645 550 327 173 83 0 0
2019 1750 664 569 274 124 76 26 18
2020 1793 697 504 253 171 108 29 30

Average 1740 626 525 294 174 109 28 24

Table 2. Number of GMU 4 FQUs who harvest 0,1,2,3,4,5, or 6 deer.
Reg Year Total Zero Deer | One Deer | Two Deer | Three Four Deer | Five Deer | Six Deer
Hunters Deer

2011 1644 246 304 282 200 247 115 251
2012 1578 424 328 256 234 155 73 108
2013 1644 408 402 291 174 184 9 95
2014 1662 536 375 280 178 157 66 71
2015 1903 412 472 328 235 243 104 108
2016 1883 340 386 281 235 322 123 196
2017 1717 462 400 305 217 175 76 83
2018 1684 414 441 302 215 144 80 88
2019 1646 277 404 278 198 201 121 167
2020 1464 402 339 251 186 138 64 86

Average 1683 392 385 285 204 207 9 125

Table 3. Summary Table Federally Qualified Deer Hunters WAAs 3523-3526, 3551, 4222, 4252 and 4253.

Regulatory No. of Total Hunt Bucks Does Total Deer per Days per
Year Hunters Days Harvested Harvest Hunter Deer
Harvested

1997 345 1692 545 159 704 2.04 2.40
1998 347 1586 545 168 713 2.05 2.22
1999 391 1640 482 228 711 1.82 2.31

2000 334 2933 517 164 682 2.04 4.30
2001 378 2215 531 270 800 2.12 2.77
2002 325 2246 710 53 763 2.35 2.94

2003 276 1134 528 183 711 2.58 1.59
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Regulatory No. of Total Hunt Bucks Does Total Deer per | Days per
Year Hunters Days Harvested Harvest Hunter Deer
Harvested

2004 261 1429 513 194 708 2.71 2.02
2005 358 1609 707 357 1064 2.97 1.51

2006 319 2026 466 150 616 1.93 3.29
2007 230 879 115 25 141 0.61 6.23
2008 192 1190 177 10 187 0.97 6.36
2009 161 759 182 0 1825 1.13 417
2010 192 989 283 32 348 1.81 2.84
2011 196 1010 378 12 390 1.99 2.59
2012 220 894 296 33 331 1.50 2.70
2013 213 853 267 94 361 1.69 2.36
2014 260 1004 275 83 358 1.38 2.80

2015 314 1527 435 113 548 1.75 2.79
2016 246 889 462 77 540 2.20 1.65
2017 223 726 235 71 306 1.37 2.37
2018 238 803 324 98 422 1.77 1.90

2019 214 643 283 70 353 1.65 1.82

2020 203 719 229 88 316 1.56 2.28

Table 4. Summary Table NFQU Deer Hunters WAAs 3523-3526, 3551, 4222, 4252 and 4253.
Regulatory No. of Total Hunt Bucks Does Total Deer per Days per
Year Hunters Days Harvested Harvest Hunter Deer
Harvested

1997 206 850 200 34 234 1.14 3.63
1998 290 993 275 113 388 1.34 2.56
1999 311 1482 226 136 362 1.16 4.09
2000 360 1345 363 72 435 1.21 3.09
2001 244 1067 219 82 301 1.23 3.54
2002 383 1475 302 77 378 0.99 3.90
2003 331 1318 435 135 570 1.72 2.31

2004 303 1095 333 118 451 1.49 2.43
2005 293 1106 308 115 424 1.45 2.61

2006 326 1372 386 93 479 1.47 2.86
2007 155 641 39 44 0.28 14.57
2008 202 823 125 125 0.62 6.58
2009 92 416 57 57 0.62 7.30
2010 188 805 157 157 0.84 5.13
2011 157 843 172 11 184 117 4.58
2012 262 1142 217 14 232 0.89 4.92

2013 249 1048 212 76 287 1.15 3.65
2014 293 1310 248 78 325 1.11 4.03
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Regulatory No. of Total Hunt Bucks Does Total Deer per Days per
Year Hunters Days Harvested Harvest Hunter Deer
Harvested
2015 320 1405 313 114 427 1.33 3.29
2016 331 1339 327 100 427 1.29 3.14
2017 337 1334 274 127 400 1.19 3.34
2018 323 1270 305 62 366 1.13 3.47
2019 269 995 231 68 299 1.11 3.33
2020 275 1005 243 121 364 1.32 2.76
Federal Subsistence Board Public Meeting April 2022 733




WP22-08

WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENTS

TRROa Ml - s Salypriledeld. FINT - Chalionom

[EXTERMAL] Alaska Qutdoor Council comments - 2022-2024 Wildlife Proposals

Rod Arno < redamo@gmailoom »
Wion 7092021 1223 PM

Teo AK Subzasence FWT <mubsatenoei e govs
o Wadkgan, Begamen § (DFGp < ben muliganifaischa goes

Thits emall has been recehved frem outside of DO - Use cautlon before clicking on links,

openlng attachments, of respending.

Albaskca Tl don Coamctl
N0 K Sred. Seile 200
Ao, ALwla ¥4
Fuky 1, 2031

HL: Problac comarares Fa PR 20222000 WLk Prope-is
Thar Alsslka vl docar Coamacil 1O 1 o Sma e oot ko o onnechd] weimeba s aned chuls i puesmearg 18000 & L b wihe b o, ol mml

recenile on pable limdiwer oA bislka. AOC Ciob B o v P the mpalaiory proces of mirsgieg, ind dllocaag Sk ind
i 18 i e Do M shoved v

somrenonns progeosal s velwndied by | odonsd T 7 Uzl deediy peovpin oni simid e cormmemrtes. wd imdnscunls
comfiim he feade vy A0 Foipreseiddmes bl @ (he et of Lhe passige of slakn S mkond aered Lamis Cofmrvmiog ot (L A P
Pl e i1 o e o B g digeeakogg o owhen b yodn @ oo maa gt and povas Dnds or o yoal aed on Bcd el Daads e noe the
e of Uongress whn by pessd ARLCA

A wen W, WPEOE U308,

Ak Crprrtrernd oof Fonk & <oy afial o chondall meil imodin @ gomploie 5| ompir b mee- Frderally il e Salmpsl oo U spy mpsbed Spctem 8500 of
AHILEA, Even e el Cirouk Cons, Ml Trubives! Clmsrdls LLF, 277 F 1155 in 3500

urideral cvnd 1he pricniy g o TeSe VT of AN R Ok o neci ol e

D s W21
Cioroma s Bradegon ard dedarton @ Sec. 501 ol ANILCA dhonld berow i o BoF ingokilony’ acties by U Finderal Sefsrsbeneon Board | F55)

i gy (hwn S AV of ANILCA skl hewe the FER conoemesing, only of ot Tedeml lands®, s aas he i e of Congres
wlgm by possd RO T ol ANTLA A

A o W12 18 thn 33

Prcatdhig da iy o o |l or 1o b e o Sinberall pables Lol o il oo s Bopion Priassada caly row eilddd ile
ermfTe Rl oiral by el and Al # on ror Seral By ol Perd s o] Ok @aee Doth arogs of bl am amalacky o aed
AL WP

I a Abisboarr s besl mbernd i Ui 198 wondd feduon e asmbei of Alsbans slowed o praovily 10 bafeed s on foderal lamds josl buased
sy om e Uy v, Tl B

Thamls Ko L oot oy e prondade pabibs commony

Hind A=nn Pobls Poley Dinte
Alslca Cullocs ©ouncll

Sent from Bod Amo's iPad.

PR ORI, ORI DTS Bl Ll £ R P08, o T g D 10 L oA | oS o LS T ATl D o Qo e

734 Federal Subsistence Board Public Meeting April 2022




T Wihoem 1§ May Concern,

1 am writing today thaniful for the cppartunity to veice my opindan regarding the following proposats,

WF2L-0T - To exclude hunting privileges in this reglon 1o Juneau residents who depend sclely on deer
st 1o survive i simply sutrageous, Angoon hunters DO BOT hurt armywhere remotely close 1o Hawk
Inlet and have the benadit of husting mare pradective and safer walsnways near own. [Machell By}
Whaene Junoau residents even an a good weather day cannat reach, It &l conline husting aneas i
Juneau resklenis which will increase pressune on alneady overcrowded areas furthenmane halping to
create unsafe scenarios, It b discriminatony, wnethical, and does not show good laod management Tor
the “American peaple” rather it divides and polarizes Alaskans in the region,

WPEE-O8 — | hope this ks not 2 biased proposad toeard funeau hunters and is actually based on science
refating 1o cunnent deer populations. How did we go from & 1o 22 Snow and lce kead to winter die off
wihilch effects overall deer populations not hunlers.

WPZI-09 - Rural huniers outsice of Jungau already have the benefi of a loager harvest period. Just
Becanse cur jobs and et ane based in Jusean does nod mean we wanl the high cost of imfermar meat
from Costin,

in clesing plesse do nol take sway these beawtiful places 1o Juneaw residents limiting our access. o the
waitdeors, feading our famibes, and the social benelits hunting brings us,

Thank yau

e

Adam 5. Anderson

WP22-08
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WP22-08

Mike Bethen

PO Baox 210003
Aulee Bay, AK 59821
[@07)-121-1126

mikebethers@gmail com

Jurs 23, 1021

Theeo Matuskowitz

Federal Subsistence Board

Cfice af Subssbence Management
1O1T East Tudor Read, M5-121
Anchorage, AK #3500 5199

Re: Wildife Proposals F1-07, 2308, and 208
Dear bir. Mabuskowstr:
Flease include these comments in the public record. Pleass give a copy o each board member.

Subssistence deer huntess (Federally Ouabfied Users or FOUL) from Angoon, Hoonah and Pelican are climing
that nan-subsistence deer bunters [Mon-Federally Qualified Users or MFOUs] are out competing them for
blackiail dees. Village resdents are tederally quahifed and alieady hive prioeity e of the dest tesoaios o their
Skl fund throagh January 31, while the NFOLU season ends December 31,

Theee Saigthiant Mlrsks Subsistence Regional Asdvissny Countil han developed three wildlife proposal - 7207
Angoan, #1208 Hoonah, and 22-089 Pelican - b addeess claims that NPOUs are responsible Bor reduced
subsistence harvests in these villages. These proposalk are based only on comments from villagers and are ot
based on ary actual data or documented chservations.

Based on my persomnal ohservations made deer hunting in Morthern Southeast Slaska over the last fifty years and
fndings of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADFEG) harvest studies, these propesals can nat be
jumstidied in any way and should nod be adopbed.

lhwmﬁlﬁﬂlmghhmﬁrmﬂ]mmmmhﬂ. The Last several years 've spent mone than
fefty elays im the weoceds annisally, and for the last fifty years, my histing has been in Marthesn Southeast &lagka;
v hunted inall areas incleded in these proposals. | can s8ll get up the mountain faether than | can get a big
besch ouf of the woods and am very selective of what | harvest and whene. | use 3 boat to acoess vy hunting
areas and do a lod of calling and don't hunt from drbvabde roads. | haven't been on the Hoonah road system in
decadet, Every yoar | et marny dioer wealk oy rather than thoof them and have absodutely no problem geting
erigh deer 1o meet my famnily's reets.
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Theo Matuskowits

Juree 22 K21

Page

Follmwing are comments that apply 1o all three proposals (22-07, 22-08, and 23-09)

FOLk alreasly havie peicnity 0o deor as they can bunt theough January when deer ane aften most available while
NP s seasom ends December 31,

Thee winter of 2003 2008 saw a recard high snowiall throughout Northern Southeast Alaska and asa
conseguende, deer whene driven o the beach in numbers ot seen since. They were at the peal of availability.
Gince the winter of H0T-2008 there has been ks wnowdall and deer have not hit the beach in numbers seen
during the J007-2008 winter. In the last three to four years there has been less snow and more rain.  Deer have
nat hedched up on the beach mach snd i has been more miserable bo bunt in the san bl buabers | asodaie
with, that ke to vunt and sat venison, were out there hanting.

I the areas Fee hunibed the last ben pears, | have seen lewer buntens than ia sarer years.

Since the deer killing winler of 20072008, the deer populations i all thiee areas hive rebounded and currenthy
are atod rear all time highs.

Comments on 22-0F Admiralty

This proposal would essentially close federal lands from PY. Marsden to Pt Gardener to deer hanting by NFOLUs
from Sepiember 15 through November 30,

Most HFCLE from Juneau who hunt the West side of Admirslty usually turn asound at Funter Bay or Hawk Inbet
a5 there ane Tew 1o no good anchorages south of PL Massden, Ao, the propoed closed area is ool lrom
Jursean for day tripa. 1t is my belief that mast subsistence bunting from Angoon i done on the beaches, which
are nat included in this propesal as beaches are stabe land,

I kncw several HIFCL hurting parties that hunt West Admiralty, mostly nosth of Pt Marsden, and they are
typically quite secoessfsl | know of two parties of NFOUs that hunt out of Angoon and they always get their
deer.

Comments on 12-08 Hoonak

Hoonah has really degraded local wikdlife habitat theough extersive diear-cut logging (which has been shown to
significantly impact wikdlife values over the keng peviod) and the extensive rosd syitem fwhich has been shown
bs s nedhuce thi area’s wildlile valises). The Hoonah read system has became b favonite plaoe to conduct
hunting by Hoonah residents, especially after doe season opens. Please nabe that reduced sailing schedules of
the Alaska Magine Highway's feries have reduced opportunity for MFOUs from Juneau to get io Hoonah to
compete with kacal hunters.

Chier the years, deer have adjusted to the heavy hunting pressure along the Hoonah road system. After a week
o two of haresament by road hunters, surdving animals move away from the roadside. However, | know those
than hant in the woods aocessed by the Hoonah read syitem hawe had g problem mlﬂtﬂ.
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Theo kMatuskowitz

Junee 33, 1021

Page 3

| e heard of By Hoonah nesidents whea in the past typically shod many mare deer than the lmit, which would
take deer awary from otber hunbers.

Abso please note that data showes there i mindmal exchange of deer betaeen the nogth shore of Tenales inlet
ared sreas aocessed by the Hoonah rosd system. The mountsing on the morth skde of Tenakes Inket ere a5 a
dividing line for Tenakee indet deer and deser lving north of the mousitains in areas sccessed by the Hoonah road
wystern. Therelare, only areas accevsed by the Hoonah rosd syitem on nodtheast Chichagol lland should be
included im propossl 32-08 an the rorth shose of Tenakes inlet should be euchaded.

ADFEG deer harvest and hunter oot data applies to all thres proposals.

Deer populstions are ot very high bevels,

There have been substantial decieases in hunting effart by RO

There has ot been any noticeable increass in hunting effart by NFOUs

The reduced rumber of FOUs stll bunding are harvestimg morne desr than im the past.
There i simglhy no ustification 1 suppart any of the three propaal,

LU o Sl

In cone luion

There are very high numbers af deer available in all sress covered by thess proposals, however, FOU hunters are
nea langer hunting, They are not laking acvantage of the standard deer sesson [August 1 - December 31 ar
thai prigrity opporiunity of bunling through anwary, Deer ane often most available during January, dus W
winder snonw beves, ebe

Anvy restriction of NFOU deer hunting oppostunity will not increase subsistence haneests in the villages. FOUs
from the villages neeed fo get cut of the howse and out of their vehicles and back into the woods to get their

dewer. Theey will havve mo probdem.

Proposals 23-07, 23-08, and ¥2-09 are based on inacourate belefs of FOUS in the villages and lack any
Mﬁﬁ-tlﬁﬂl‘h Adaption of any il thase proposal woukd be s needles and M! disgersion b many hunters in
et thern sowtheast Alasha, hunting a strang pubbs resource, on pablic Linds.

Flease reject {mot approve) proposals 22-07, 32-08, and 2305,
Thank yeus o their oppostuhity to Commaent.
Sincerely,

Mike Bethers
Aule Hay, Aladks
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Feliker Beonite

D500 N Douglas Hwy
Bunegu, AK 92801

(FOMTFIL-2 79

Pl bt e g

Thew Waluskonwits

Federal Subsintence Board

Cifice of Subsiztence Management
1011 East Tuder Road , MS-121
Anchorages, Ak F3503.6199

e wikdlife propossts 22-07, 22-08, and 22-09

Hellios r. Matushowite:
lam HOT o suppart af the 3 wikdide propesals-2 2407 Angaon, 2308 Heana b, snd 22-09 Pelican,

Thee sursl subsisternce deer bunters Federally qualified users are climing it s getting hander 1o 6l their
tpsota of deer. They are concermed abowt the potentisl of not enough deer for their perwonal wse o live
 witksistenoe Bving. There i no stience based facts to what is being guestioned or science based facts

to wha't they ane stating on the deer population.

Alacslea fish aned game di harvest studies, pellet counts, lights for deer ede, ete. Ths 5 all pasd e by
every Alakan theough tax dellars, Based on thew scieace the nisnber of deer 5 quate plentiful and
Federally Cualifsed Uners already have an extensled seanon going through lanuary 31, Alaska fish and
game lait year alcwed every iesident & deer irstead of the normal 4. Wy would Ehey cho that if there
Wik o resgurce prabbem

The anlly thing 1hat has changed over the past years B ouf weather pallern. Snow i no longer coming in
and staying on the besch for lang periods of ime driving the deer ta the besch, Which is a good thing
bescauese as those bag snow falls happen mother nature BOT man takes over and the deer start o die .

Proposals 22-07, 22-08, and 2308 are not scence based, have po patfication, and would be the wrong
thing to do to marny Southeast Aaska hunters, hunting a pubdic resource.

Please REIECT and NOT APFRONE proposal 23-07, 2208, ¥12-09
Thank yais bor wour beme,
Mike Bovite
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[EXTERMAL] SE Deer Hunting

Lee Bridgman <Lee.aklife@outlook.com >
Fri 7/872021 153 P

Toe AK Subsetence, PNT < sebeasbenosf v goes

This email has been received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

RE: proposed changes to deer hunting in Unit 4 are WP22-0T, WP22-08, WP22-09, and WP22-10,

I myself do not hunt in the Socutheast and do not believe the large numbers are making their way to
hunt deer in this area.  The cost of getting there compared to the game meat taken would make
the trip counter productive.  As for the Wanton Waste of game meat, | would believe that FRG
would be very able to check vessels armiving in Juneau for proper care of the game meal.

The propozals will anly fusther divide the user growps, which is not a desired reslt.  If limits need o
be redwoed, for all, then so be it

Do mod pioceed with these proposals.
1 hank yous,
lLae F1. ]iri.dﬁm.un

TaS Wanea Die
Narth Pole, AR #7058

NEg oag o oo R ommyrmil e, b sl ran(Er hrs. gcnetin b ol SR A DT RITHE TRV RSO T GO CHR0H Y i LWWE 0TV DA MDD QSR E W "
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[EXTERMNAL] Public comment: Wildlife proposals 22-07, 08, 09
Kelly Cates <kacates@alaskaedu>

Ry 7 T19502 1 5237 PR
Teo AK Subseience, PAT <subaisienoed fvs.goe

This email has been received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking an lnks,

apening attachments, or responding,

WP22-08

Dear Sulbsistence Management Board,

1 am wiiting in opposion to wiklife proposats 22-09, 22-08 and 22-09 | am a 5E hunter are my

Tamiby regubarty bunts in each of the proposed aread. W roly on subsistonce moats 1o leed us throwgh

the year ard enjoy the memaoties created from cur hamting trips. It is unckear o me winy these
proposals wene indiated as the data outlined in the paciets spopests that deser populafnons ane
thawing and that FOLUFs are haneesting moee deer than they used o 5o if there are plenty of deer and
enough bor all uters, why should ore user group be e luded? Again, | oppose thewe proposals and
hope the facts outlined in the infarmation packets ane faitky weighed in the boards decision

Thanks,
Kelly Cates

Kelly Cates, rd Comdsatn

Canlagt OF PRy o] G diny Senli

Forspdn Frifeem Shviion, UFfesri by oF diss Fadasks
bl Lt e, i | DY 43 BT

Wiy o SIHES D CTTld, ol LS SEORR AR, SRR I CN MR BTN e

Y e T T i

REg Woay S oo M50 QOISR beoule roes(ly by getin b AckAR R AL WITHE TR NSO T DG R0 100 LWE T Y DR MO T SR ER
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[EXTERMAL] Comments for WP22-07,8,9,10

Matthew Catterson <mattcatte rson@yahoo.com =
Fn #BA20217 &30 8
Too AK Subskdence, PANT <ssbaistenoed fvs goee

This email has been received from outside of DOl - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

Federal Subsshencs Board Members

1 am wribng ko comment in mspactiul oppcson 1o Ehe reguiatery actons proposed in WRZZ-0T, WRZZ-DE, WR22 -,
VWFT2-10 | am curently o resdient of Junesu. but | hene spent most of e past 15 years residing in the Southeast
Alaska commurilies of Yakutsl and Sitka My ime lneng, working, Fshing, and huring in fhese communities has
ensgendered (n me & great respect and connection to the s bssenos estyle

Becaiuse of my backgrownd, | can cenainty empathize with Ihe corceng presanted by the authors of these peoposals
Howeeer, the inlormation provided in ADFLG Department oomments 1§ algnesd wilh my experinoes hunting in the
proposal areas, which i el huetng effo in hese Sress B minimal and Ml compatition Beteeen hunlers = nolt
responsinie for Fends of recuced deer harvest by FOUS or NFOUS | beleve i is widely accepied thal emironmertal
conditions (harh winters), nol hunbing pressune, is the pimary driver of deer abursdance in Horthern Southesst
Alaska

Vil ask Fedens Submatence Board members bo vedy caselully conmded thegs proposats thal iy ndcantly redice
available hunbing areas o residents of Juneau. As you know, just because someons ass in a larger community like
JurskEu, doed Aot mean thiny don ek & substence fesiyie and plsoe great culleal, tradional, and pereanal vaiss
on @ connechion to e nahsal workd that is based on procuring food for themeeles, ther tamily, and Maeir commnity
The closures and bag Imis reduchions in thesse proposals would significa rlly impa traditional hunting use pafems
Test PRy Dlaphe wihd v in Jundaid and should ondy b enactid o axinemnily St Sroumslanogs

As an aitermatve, | would not oppose regulatony changes tat incease appoftuniy for FOUs whils maintaining
sxistrg hunbng cpportuniy for MFOUs. This Byps of negulalory change. coupled with ADFEG asserbors that deer
abundance is nelatively stabibe in proposal aneas, may achieve the increased harvest sought by proposal authors
Thank you for your imer and corrsideration of my comments

bllatt Carberson, Douglas, Alacka

e PoagSocd oo MR comnJmmilie b she ronf hers @oviciespling Tpop gubs T | Bwerson 520290711009 06

1M
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gk Leerg el - A St o, AT - Qusiaok

[EXTERNAL] Unit 4 WP22-07, WP22-08, WP22-09, WP22-10 Proposed closure of
Blacktail deer seasons to non-subsistence hunters

Ken Couch <ke_n_gurls@yahoo.com >
hbiars TAIBB02 1 505 AM

T Matushowits, Theo T <thes_matnkowitnifae govs AK Sutrmitence. PAT < bsistencei fwt gov>
O A Subsslemoe, FWT csubstishencefdwngoe >

This emuail has boen receied from outsice of DO - Use caution babone clicking on links, opening
attachments, of responding.

1 am opposed to these proposals because there s no woentific evidence or biological data to support
these recommendations. ADFG biologists ane on recond stating the proposed closunes will unnecessarily
restrict non-subsistence hunters of oppomtunity to bant contrary te Titke VI of AMILCA. There is no
basdagical evidence or ewen a reason to bebiove that non-subsstence hambers are affecting the federally-
qualified subsistence hunters ability to hanvest desr,

1 am gettirg tired of RACs, aided and abetted by the Subsistence Office of PAS Region? comtirasing te
waste public funds on these frhaalous proposals to give federally-qualified subsktence humters a private
hunting chib paid for by all Federal tax payers. Federal Requlations RECQUIRE that the proponent of amy
fule change has the burden of prood 1o show the proposed change is necessary. The RAC has nol
provided amy proof Instead. all this is just wasting tax dollars. Maybe all tha non-subsistence bunters
shaukd ctant making frivokous propasals that the FRAC has to fight. Then maybe they weakd not have G
o waste time and tax dollars on unsubstantiated claims

Een Couch

Sent from my iPhone

NEg oag o oo TR Commyramil e, b sl racenfEr e gecetin b k'SR AT WITHE TRV RGO T D0 -0 Y S LWWE (T W DA MDD WA D "
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[EXTERNAL] Proposals 22-07/08/09
Elias Daugherty <elias]547 @yahoo.com>

Refiory 7 T2 00021 15 PR
Too AK Subskdence, PANT <ssbaistenoed fvs goee

This email has bean received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking on links, opening
altachments, or respandng.

I Elias Dauacgherty
Oppose the proposal 22- OF (OR09
The deer numbers show healtlne and Sustainable,

1o think that nMon-reskdents beconing residants should have a stricter and benger gualification period
Fowr I'Illiiru_]

Privileges

Such as a5 year stins regquaned

1 also bBeliree if there s a concern about deer mambars being taken that the prce for noneresidant dear
tags shoulkd increase. And Stricter non-guided deer hunts.

Send from my iFhone

e oag o oo TN ComTyrami e, b sl ranfEr b gecetin b k'SR 6 DU WITHE TRV NSO T B D -0 Y S LWWE (T DA MDD A MY

1M
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[EXTERMAL] WP22-08
sam davis <ffdavisT69@gmailcom>

Sat BITEAA02T 1122 AM
Too AK Subskdence, PANT <ssbaistenoed fvs goee

This email has been received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

I have an alternative to this proposal that weould be a win win for evenpone invobeed. Rather than
Iimi‘!lng desr hanaest limit 1o non subststencs hunters wha $till rely an that maat far Plllirhg_l froerors,
wihry not mcrease predator control in the neheast chichagofl control use area. Hoonah has abvays
had a history of brown bear probéems in town, The fint option would be B0 alkew 8 brown bear sveny
regulatory year. The second option would be allow land motor vehicles to be used in the taking of
brown bear, Lower the number of baars inthe anea and raise the fawn srvial rate. | hope you take
this into corsideration, Thank you for your time

NEg oag o oo R ommyrmi e, b sl rcan{Er b geonetin b k'SR AT WITHE TRV NSO T D0 R0 Y S LWE (T W DR MDD SR ER "
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[EXTERMNAL] Federal Subsistence Management Program Wikd life Proposals
John Demuth <jdemuth@pndengineers.com>

W B/ MRS 546 PRI
Teo AK Subseience, PAT <subaisienoed fvs.goe

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

Apentian: Thea Matuskowity

T indent of this e mad is 1o voice my opposition b the folloeang proposals:

& \WP-07

= WEIE-08

WP
Thie papulstion of deer in thee sress (o all sresin SE Alasks and Koduk] has histoscally Been wnmpected
primarily by weather, and in particular the amount of snow experience in a given winberfearly spring = NOT by the
small percentage of husiters who may choose bo venture farther away from towns/areas with greater hunting
pressure — Le, Juneaw 'When heasy snow kil of deer, EVERYONE feels the impascts due to reduced numbers of
deer

W07 = partiular m estremely exclisioe and ecteiine as 18 covers aver M miles ol the west vide ol Admiralty
Esland — &0 miles orth ared 30 miles south. This is simple cutrageows. NOBCHH in Angoon husts 30-80 miles
from tonwm, but rather they hunt primarily Bn Mitche | Bay due to the close prosimity and favorable weather
corditions — e protecied from high windfwaves, Inaddition, the vast majority of hunting pressure on the south
end of Admiralty & from Petersbhurg and Kake hunters — who ko gualify as sufsistence hunders and hence will
ecaltinue o compste with Angoon hunters = effectively changing nothing, The progosal clearly & intended ta
exchide huneaw himbers froen hanting an the west side of Admiralty Blend aod will henoe mcrease bunting
pressure on the east side of Admiralty The intent seens reasonable, but the rangefarea is far too large and
should be reconsidered o be more forused on the immediate area mound Angoon,

Thank you for your consideration.

* John Dehiuth
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[EXTERMAL] Public Comments Regarding Subsistence Management Program 2022-2024
Jared Erickson <erickson_jared @yahoo.com =

Sat TrUTFA021 TAX AM
T AK Subssience, PNT intd-shn:l{il'ulgm't

This email has been received from outside of DOl - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

Fubdic Comments Reganding Fedem| Sulsnbancs §lanagement Program J022-2004
WEEho!
WPII-
WFIIOR
WPZ-10

Fadara] Bokwiztance Poard.

1 wrould Bk botake this opporiunity 10 Foios my cpposition tothe proposed chang es to-the above referenced deer bunting
regubisim s SE Slmka  Toswwmage o populatson of o aepetol anmal specses [or harvest, 1 ds believe of waould e s mstake o
cormpder aryibeng otber than the bealth of the populaton of St species. The ADFECG peoenth’ prosiusad e o
sy o propcsad dharges and e genoral bonds. show et Bhorg are Fower FO LM bunteg, anid they o sty I.'.rl.rn’-d.l:ﬂ.p-l;r
yemr The data abo sironghy suggested that the the Sitka Black Tail Dweer pogualations in the areas reflerenced above are absolately
hasaktry send stable. That i, it haa boem & renewahie soumce of foaod for all o groups for mamy yeses. The sbore propoials gles
dior ol beskie b accoot tht deer at, o beloss, he mean Bagh tide mark would still be eligibde for haevest by the BFOH user
o, §lslisye tiat tahi wpild actualy imake e Sonceim worse Jus 1o B (et el all husstiog Bt i Seesd aee ' WEOL™
wiinthd b Focused on the camer dloer 1o hareest,  BNa SNFQHL weonedt alliseed o harveit dissr of elevaluon, or v s meoa lake that
drami mio hese weias, the Foca will alell to S doer mear heliw e mean kigh 8de kvel. This weouldd goscralo e exact
oppoaite effect as wht s desired. | o believe it would be very hard toenforee the new peoposals. The most conceming
coimapds | o think of & wh will happen if & des is shot bebow mean high tide, bt then ecperes and B reooversd shove the
ﬂlmmlﬂtll ﬂdarrmhﬂlﬂmmimd'nmm-ﬂmm‘iﬁy

The abeng dagis da lavie a melial bamer agaoad G much Eallic. For S ssonths of coméomm, the pogaalatsm [rem hoging manl
Irarsil arcamd Tonet Eotread and may igals Scudhern Lyn Canal 1o et o thess arcas 5l ey arg Bunding by boat. Tha = the same
bischy ol wealir (hast wnlll olben praveni tha A bska Marme Hgheay System Gom makmg echedubed brps de Lo wardd hénghl and.
wirkd The FOLU"s e positioned i the hean of the best Iontng ancas, giviog shem distingg peogrnphic ady antige.

I thae o b e FOANE el imeeting hedr ANE, there aie allermats & 1ol above proposials. Perlge the Sulbssiitence: Daoard
el eommader sulmades by e FOATS i lerms of Foel of eqpopment.  Amother ojshimn may e e llbsiah e proony buriag Soriths
compmpates. m meed]. Pud iF e eoal sewscn The PO o cxpemersasg o dcecaes tn doer Tars gl gubios b 1o da with fewer lmigors
pElmg mn G daye wo sherald net perabiee olher war groups who e the sams resoures Tor the samae reascrm.

I Farve bepem a ressdont of Alsaks my entire life, nearly 45 vears. and Saika Blackiail Deer from the regions above are an mportant
part of calories For ewyselland my Gusily throughou the year 1 wiould 1k 10 volos svy support for keeping the unting
reguliisoim as tesy are amd nel preventog NECHL s the opporhinety 1o aonlimes o whilee tus Bealilny, rercwable soiuros of o @
2F fEEEn

Samourahy-

Jared Enickson

Jumems, AR
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[EXTERMAL] Commwents RE: All Southeast deer proposals, including but not limited 1o
WP22-07, WFP22-08, WP22-09, and WP22-10

Eyle Ferguson <pabucktail@hotmail.oom =
hbars TSR T 54 Pl
Tex AK Subshtence. PAT <ssbaistence s gos>

This emall has been recetved frem outdde of DO - Use caution before elicking an Haks,

g attachments, or responding

#s anw oneer 20 year resident of Sitka, and a federally gualified subsistence deer hunter, | would Bke 1o
wtate my opposition to the proposals attemipting to limit the deer hunting opportunity Sor non-qualifisd
hunters in Southesst Alaska. My cpposition is for the following three reaons:

First, there is no valid scientific reason for the proposed limitations, There are currently no enxdsting oo
antiipated popalatian concermns fof deer in Southeast Alacka, Deer numbiers across the region ane
increasing. With the general pattern of mild winters in the last decade Admiralty, Baranod, and Chichagef
deer numbers are as good as they've ever been In GRMU 3 it locks like deer numbers are the best
thery v bren in at least a generation. Sclentific study of deer numbess in GMLU 4 showed that numbers
are high enowgh to sustain a limit for all residents of 6 deer per year, Anecdotal information from
hunters and people who Eve in Southeast’s subsistence communities indicates the general impression of
excellent deer numbers,

Secondly, there is no walid social rexon for the proposed limitations. Ina 7/16/21 arvicle in the Siks
Sentinel members of the Regional Advisory Council were intendewed and stated their rathonalizations
forf these proposals, The reasoning revolved arsund perceptions of unfairness related 1o boats and
truches owned by other hunters acoessing hunting areas, and perceptions of increas ed competition and
decreased opportun ity for federally gualified users, Nelther of these peints stands up under the scrutiny
of facts. Mo matber who we are, there will always be someone with a better truck or boat than any one
of us. Being offended by this reality will make us all a bunch of victim-based thinkers, and in fum are the
mere voice of emations rather than real facts, bn regards to the idea of increased competition and
decreated apporiunity, if anywhere were to gquality for such an idea it would be Sitka, the subsistence
cormmunity with the greatest numbers of qualified, non-qualified and non-resident hunters, In spite of
the greatest numbers of competition, Sitka hunters don't seem to have a problem meeting their
subdistence desr meat nesds. This fact was acknowledged by Sitka RAC member Harvey Kitka wha
stated Sitka hunters don't hiave the problems alluded o by the RAL members from other communities.

In contrast, there are actual soclal reasons for repecting these proposals, Deer hunting anywherne, but
especially in Southeast Alaska, & a time-honored activity which affords people an opportunity to sustain
themsehees while enjoying and passing on a heritage that transcends generations. We all live in small
towns here, The reality is that for reasons of employment, marriage, medical concerns, education, or
wariows other factors, any ane of us could find ourselves with family members living in non-qualitied
#laska commamnities, or down southe | hate (o enision a scenario where a grandfather in Sitka, an uncle
in Angoon, or ather in Kake couldn’t take a young pesson deer hunting because a praposal such as this
rvade it illegal o mentor the next genedation.

Lastly, data and facts shows there's no practical reason for the propesed limitations, In the same
/1621 Sitka Sentinel artic e ADFEG biclogist Steve Bethune was intervewed, He pointed out some
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interesting facts redated to hunter effort. Across the region it seems hunfing pressurs is light.

i dditionalhy. non-qualified hunter effort has remained stabie while hunbng eftort by qualitied
subsistence hunters has declined. | don’ ko why there are presumahbly less qualified subsistence
hunters, aor why the same numbers of hunters are hunting less days. But the fact remaing that the data
shows if anything. hunters o ihe communities mvolved in this proposal have even greater opportuniy
than thery did e o baeenily years agos.

Thank you foe yous leaning and conskderaticn,
Eyle Ferguson, Stica

wend from Dydlook
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[EXTERMNAL] opposition 1o these proposals
Ron Flint < ren@nuggetoutiitter.com =

Mon 71195002 1 202 PM
Toe AK Subsetence, PNT < sebeasbenosf v goes

This email has been received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

Fadersl Subsntence Bowrd;
Count me in oppoution te the following proposals.

Lowestern Admiralty from Sept 1500 Noy 30 that includes Hawk Inlet and south Wi 2-07F

L reduced bag limit for Chichago! [Hoonah and Tenakee, Freshwater BJI.II froem 3 1o 2 WPZ2E-0&
i chosure of Lisianski Oct 15-Dec 31 WP224LH

Thank you for your time,

Bon Flint

1300 Cross 5t

Juneau, AK, S98d0]
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[EXTERMNAL] Comments regarding 22-07, 22-09
Peter Fiynn <ihynn.peter @gmailcom:=

Refiory ¢ P19 0 B 22 PR
Too AK Subskdence, PANT <ssbaistenoed fvs goee

This email has been received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

Towhom it may concern,

Lam an active hunter fiom Juneau, AK who would be affected by proposak 22-07 and 22-09. Mysei
and the group of people whom | hunt with also respect and hold great respect bor the

subsistence rights of other peophe in this state and wholly suppost their ight to put food in the
freezer, As hunters we bunt what only we can cat, anent atter trophies, and respect the land, We
oiften bunt out of a cabin off the hoonah read system, abvays enpoying cam comversations with
neighbors and locals whether on the ferry, on the roads, or in towne We also Tl into mamy of the
affected areas, sometimes directly from juneau sometimes from other local aiports, enjoying the
cabing and beautdully different terrasms that ane available there. | am opposed 19 the alsrementoned
proposals as | believe thete are better tools than closure to ensure that subsistence needs are
protected without wholly excheding other partics, especially with such a heakhy population of
blacktaile. Crther ool are avsilable that would provide Tor all affected parties such as allering bag
limits depending on your subsistence qualification. Curtaling bag limis for non-wibsistenoe-qualifed
humters in these areas woukd keep subsistence as the dommant harvests while regional hunters from
Larger towns would b abke to participate, as is being proposed in 22-08.

Thank you for your corideration,

Peter Flynn
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[EXTERMAL] WP22-07, WP22-08, and WP22-09
Chatles Frey <cfrey0%@gmailoom =

Fn Fbr2neT k3k e

Toe AK Subsetence, PNT < sebeasbenosf v goes

This email has been received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

Lam firmly opposed to WP22-07, WF22-08 and Wi22-00. These proposaks rely on hearsay &
unscientific data 1o back up the proposed changes. The Alsska Dept of Fish & G who studies these
areas is opposed as they cite healthy deer numbsess. In add@tion, these areas are hard to access & have
relatratly ight hunting pressune, This B pure & simple Tedesal overmeach & an atbempt 10 lock down
Alaska’s wiklerness for a self-sending reason by those in charge & those who sponscored these
proposals

Regards,
Charles Frey
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[EXTERNAL] Opposition of propasals 22-07, 22-08 and 22-09
Mary Glaves <Mare_e862hotmall.com =

Maon 793021 1:24 P
T 4K Subsaience, PNT -:-;-\.b:n-sba-ru:r-b_ih-:-gu.-r

This email has been received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking an links,
attachm nl|

Dear Federal Subsistence Board,

These proposals do not secm o be being proposed based on science and monitoring of deer
populatiors. ADFEG recently INCREASED the annual bag limit of deer from 4-6 in Port Frederick. FOUs
are also allotted an additional month (lanuary 1-31) 1o subsistence hunt, which actually puts
unnetessary pressune on deer during the hardest month of winter for the deers, and the eatiest month
for someane o harsest a deer a8 they get pushed down to the beaches. These propodals add
unneLessany restrictions to Juneau and Ketchikan residents, ADREG assessments for all wnits 1o da
sUppat these proposals. | ales, &0 Nl suppat them.

Mary Lilaves
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[EXTERMNAL] opposition 1o all federal deer subsktance proposals, WP2207 -- Wp2 212
RICHARD HARRIS <RHDevelopment@gclnet>

Thu TAIS/2030 1238 P
Too AK Subskdence, PANT <ssbaistenoed fvs goee
O deanna pemypibacs ooy <desnna pemyiusdn oo

This email has been received from outside of BOI - Use caution before clicking on links,

apening attachments, or responding,

ALLn: Theo Matuskowits,

Office of Subzistence Management

Eegarding : Federal deer subsistence proposals Eegion-1 Southeast Alaska
Proposal Nusbers: WP2I0T, WPIME, WR2200, WP2X10, WRPX21Z

A% a lifelong deer hunter of Scutheast Alaska 1 am writing ©o oppese the federal
subsistence proposals for deer harvesting in Scutheast Alaska. T have hunted some of
these arcas my entire life, access to the areas listed is wery difficult, needing good
weather and much planning, I believe the weather controls much of the hunting pressure
from non-federally qualified uiers §n thedse sress|iomeshat self regulating). T could
understand supporting a lower per hunter harvest musber in some areas, bt shutting
these argas down entirely during the perdiod of Oct. 15 - Dec. 31, to non-federally
qualified hunters is mot acceptable. limiting bunting to any months other than Oct. 15
- g, 31 ihould be condidered a complete shut dosn as this is the caly period o henter
cam actually hunt and experience the calling of a deer, during the rutting season. Any
regulation changes made should include some champes to the federally qualified uvser as
well, mot all but some sre doing as mech dewage to the rescurce with issediste access
and extended hunt seasons as the non-federally qualified user who has limited access and
shorter harvest seasens. Alse as I wnderstand These propeials have no Basis, there is no
evidence of a resource shortage or that non-federally qualified users on federal lands
are having an actual impact on federally gualified user's abdility to harvest adequate
supplies of deer in the specified areas. I hope you will take these comsents into
consideration and reject these proposals.

Thank you,
Richard Harris

P.0, Box 32403
Jumeau, Alaska 99803

Bigkard Farnis
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July 14,2021

Federal Subsistence Board - At Theo Matuskowite
(Hlice aff Subsistence Managerment

1011 East Tudor Road, M35-121

Anchomge, AK FI503-61%

The Territerial Sparsmen. Ine. (TS1) of Tubesi i3 an fecord opposing tw propazal (Wikdlife
Proposal 22-08) to reduce the deer hunting bag limit 1o 2 deer within the Mortheast Chichagof
Controdled Use Area (INECCLA) for non-federally quealified asers (MFOQUS), TSI whally
suppons the Alaska Depariment of Fish and Game’s (ADF&G's) comments opposing this
proposal.

TSI agrees with ADF&G"s assessment that there is not 8 conservation concem for deer on
wesiern Admiralty Island, The deer population is currently high, abundant, and slable, Because
of the absndames of deer oa in NECCUA, ADF&EG nereased the annual bag It From 4 1o &
deer wesd of Port Frederick in 2009 Additionally, teinl hunting effort is relatively light for the
Area.

ADF&G concludes that the actual reason for the decling of federally qualified wer (FOU ) desr
harvest |3 from a decline in participation & effon by FOUS, not depleted deer populations or
increased MFOL competition. They found that MFQU deer bunting participation & effon have
remained stable, Addiionally, FOQUS are allowed 1o hunt an additional moenth (famiary 131}

tham MFCQLIs, which is when the snow levels push miost of the deer to the beaches. On the east
side of Port Frederick FOUs have a misch mose liberal bag limin of & deer (compared 1o 3 dicer

for NFOQUs) This proposal adds unnecessary resinictions to Junens & Kelchikan residents, o5
well a5 non-residenis.

TS1 opposes this propoesal and respectively asks that it not be adepeed.

Simcercly,

Shawn Hooton
Vice Presidemt. TSI

Sportsmen Promoting Consermation of Alaska’s Fish and Wildlife Since 1945

WP22-08
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[EXTERMAL] Subsistence proposals Tor Sitka Blacktail Deer in AK

Brooks Horan <brookshoran@yahoo.com >
Wed 51452027 558 AR
Toe AK Subsetence, PAT <ssbaistenoe fvs.goes

B i sttachmens @ ME)
WRZ2 08 ADRG comements Drafi_Final pdt W2 08 ADFG comments Draft Final pot WP22 07 ADFG comrmenis Draft_Fnalpdf

This efmall has beaen recehed lrom outside of DO - Use caution befone chicking on lnks, opening
attachments, or respanding.

Dwaar SirfMa‘am,

1 .am writireg bo express my lack of suppoit foe the proposed changes 1o sika blacktad anting in SE
Alaska. The dida just does not support those changes. | understand that the parpose of the subsntence
board s to lsten to rural pesidents in AK | have respect for the decksions made by the board to ensure
proper distribution of resounces. A3 4 past Eodiak resdent, | experienced scienlificalbr sound baard
checisazns first hand, and berefited from them. But in this mstance, the data does pot support the
proposed changes, Take the Lsknski proposal, the hunter data shows that sucoess rades for ural
residentsederally qualified wsers (FOUs) is the best in the state. Given that success rate, the achual
numEner of ranal resichent hunters has decreased. There is pst no mathemscal or soeentific noa o 1o
suppot this change to limit access to non-federally qualifssd users (MFCOUS] | fear culting such huge
swalhs of land oul for FOUs will concentrate NFOQUS mbo & smalker ansa making overall dee
management that much mose difficult. | steongly oppose these proposals as a scientist and as a resounce
user, | have attached the ADFG commints which represents the best evidence 10 suppon nry input.
Tharik you for your time and for the werl you do to ensune that the best science is follosed in these
management deciiare. | hape this comment reaches you before the Juby 190 deadline and can be
considered inyour decision akong with the comments of nry fellow Alaskans.

Very Respectfully,

Brooks Horan
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[EXTERNAL] Wildlife proposal 22-08

Haron Huleit <aaronthemurse@icloud.com >
Sat TAVT 2021 1004 AM
Toe AK Subsetence, PNT < sebeasbenosf v goes

This email has been received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

Regarding wildlile propadal 22-08 on Chichagoll sland in Alacks | would like to vaice iy

appositon. The numbers of deer on the idand and harved data do not support the claims

made. This change would have a dramatic negative impact on non-federally qualified users and

minimal or no positive effect for federally qualified wsers,
Thank oL

Samon Hulett

1640 Mendenhall Feninsula Rd
humeau, AK S5801

[ B bl-41 4
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[EXTERMNAL] Opposition to WP22-07, WP22-08, WP22-09

Erandon hancwicr <blvanowica@pndengineers.com:
Miom 719,202 1 4:11 PR
Teo AK Subseience, PAT <subaisienoed fvs.goe

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

Amenition: Theo Matuskowits

T indent of this e mad bs 1o be on recard inomy oppoation be the lollowsng proposals:
* WPX-07
= WEXZ-08
= WFIE-O9

1 support the views of the Terrritorial Sportsmen, Inc. of Juneaw and the dlasika Department of Fshoand Game in
their apposition i these proposal. Please see the attachmend. Thank you. Brandon Fa nowice.
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= Mevignilan

Territorial Sportsmen

Search

There are three federal subsistence wildlife

proposals being considered that will affect Juneau
deer hunters!

Pasted on July 37, 20F 1 by territoriadsport in Homepage

Comments on thess are ﬁnhrﬂ'lll-lh'lhy..hlr 1%, 2071 {email; subskstenosifwgov or faoc 07 -784-J098).

Tha first propesal (WF22-07) Is a closure of mest of west Admiraity Island September 15 - Movember 20 for Juneaw
huirters. This nchides all areas south of Haowk ket Here are TS|'s comments appoilng that proposal [5 supparting
ADFEG):

Fifwe Jerritpeia Sporrsmen, ing, TS Jyesnr i o record ORpesing (e proposal Fesaie Froposad LAY rochase
dlewr Tt fng on westerrrdgmiraity fsGnd from September 15 fo Movember 30 fonon-federally qualifed users
(WFCAL TS weholy sumnoe Ty Dhe Adadicr Departmsnd o F i and Game’s PADFS G =) comimsnils apposin Nl propasal

15 aprees wilh ADFSG S SEresament Her [Aerne /5 nod 3 0oneandai i Comoewre far deer ot wislorm Admiraity islamd
T digter popalation s currenthy hiph, abundant and stable. Because of the abundance of desr an Admiraity Island
(el i the Slafel ADFED indreased M arvana! bag Nenit fnom o fo & dedr fn 2009 Adaiianalic notal hianling &fer?
5 relativedy Aght ara hunter efforbharvest have decined,

ADRSE cangiudes Dhad Dhe ac s réasos oy The deciine off feoiirally gualthed weer (PO degr farvest B from 2 gecine
in partivipanian & efort by FOUS, not deglened deer popiseiies or increased MPOU competition,  Tey found bhat
MFCALY ey huvalineg ey TiCioat ian & &Tart I afro dectindng. Adoiinionaly;, FOLS are almeed [o Mot o aadiional st
{faraeary 1-317 thar NFCLA, which Bs eyt The soow Teveds push masi of e deer 1o [e Deaohes, TS ropass adkis
mecessany restrictions fo funeau & Kedohlan residents, a5 well as non-residenms

T4 appases s proposal and respecthaly asis Bhat I mat be adopled
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The second proposal (WFZ2-08) reduces the bag limit from 3 to 2 deer for the Mortheast Chichagol Cortrofied Lise
Area (NECCUA - Hoorah & Tenakee areas). Here are TSI comments opposing that proposal |& supporting ADFSGE:

Tiwe Territorial Sporfsmen, fnc (TSI of Juneaw is on record opposing the proposal (WA e Proposal 22-08 fo reduce
i disr hdrding bag Kimit fa 2 deer within the Northeast Chichagol Canfroted Lse Area INECCLIAT for non -federally
quaifipd users (INFOUEL TS whally supports iheAlzska Department of Fish and Game s (ADFRG Bl comment(s

ey bng Pin's ool

T8 agrees with ADFSG's assessment that there & ot a consenaaition cancernfor deer an wesfern Admiraity feland
e chewr popadation # currently higly sbundant and stable. Becivse of the abundance o dear on in NECCUA ADFSS
increawed the annual bag ¥mit fram 4 fo & deer west of Part Frederick in 2028 Adaitionally toral beafing effort [
relarively el fov the avea

ADFSG concludes tha the actusl ressoh for the deciing of fedierally gualifed tser (FOLY deer harvest & from 2 dacline
i participarion & efovt by FOLR, nol deplelod deer popinaiions or increased NFOU compedtitim. They found Bt
MNFO deer hunting particlpation & effart fieve remalned stable, Adoltianally FOUS are allowed o hunt an addlitional
mavith (Aanuary 1-31) than NECHLE, wivich & when e 2row leveis pleh most of the deey [o the beaches. O the sas!
side of Port Freagenior FOUs havve s much more Fberal bag Gmit of & deer dcompared te 3 deer for NFQUISL This
proposal adds pmnecessary restriciions fo Qwean & Kefohian residents, 2z wall 22 non-residents.

IS aonoses s proosesal and respectively s Bhar o ol be adomded.

The third propesal (WP22-07] is 2 closwre of Lislarskd inlet, Lislarskd Strait, & Stag Bay on Chichagol island Ociober 15
- December 31. Here are TSI comments oppasing that propasal (& supporting ADFRGY:

T Territoeial Sportsmen, inc [T5al fane s s on record opposing the proposal (HWRdaTe Proposal 22-09) teclase
denr hanting bn Lislanskd inbel, Lislanski Stealt, & Sfag Bay on Chichagoef island froam Ociober 15 to December 31 to nan-
fedarally qualifed sers (NFOQUE) TS wholly supports the Alasks Department of Fish and Game’s (ADRSG )
COMITAants apposing ivs proposal

TS agrees with ADFSDs assessment dhat there /5 not 2 oonseanat fon conoer for dese o westenn Admirary fsland
Tihe cheer population i currently high abondant. and stabds. Becicas of the sburdance of deer on Adimdiralty felaod
{highest in the Stahel ADFEG increased e annua! bag it from o o 8 deer o 2009 Adoitamally; fotal hunding effor?
iz relativedy Kl and humter aforifarvest have decined

ADFEG cancitided Ml The acfios’ résdicn fov e déciine of fadarily qualired imer (FOUY dedr hdrvest B from & dacline
in participatian & effovt by SO, nol depleled oear poprations or increased MECL compedition, They found dhat
NECU deer mting partickation & effort fras remalned sfable. Additionadly: FOUE are ationed to Ml an adoifonal
gkl Rancary 1-31 ) fhan S8ECHLY, wiviclh & when e i fvels st most of Dhe deey to Ehe Deachas, Thiis acioh
wecessany Feffriciions fo Jorealr & Ketohikan residents, as wellas non-reskdents
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Foedeoral Subsaisience Hoard - Amn: Theo Mamiskaow itz
Oiffice of Subsistemcs Managom e

1011 Eas Tudor Koad, M5-121

Ancharags, AR FP503-5199

Dear Federal Subsisence FBoand,

The Aliska Depantment of Fish and Cane’s Jimean-Douplas Advisory Commnties thanks yon
for ihe apportanity to sabmil writtan festimeny on WERE0T, WPE-0F, and WP X204

Orir | Smember citizen volunteer committos represems diverss mser groups and perspectives; we
have dnipnlc:l seais for pmpk who represent comamercial ﬁ:hing_.. spori Fu.hing.

hunting personal use. huniing gusding. chamer fishing. irapping. as well a8 mon-consumgl ive
users, We lrive Lo represent i interests of sur diverse constitsencies, holding a half doren
micelings cach year 1o bath discuss fish and game e as well & 1o create a public forum For
consideration of proposed regulations that impagt cur region. Under the guidanee of the Alaska
Departient all Fish and Game, our bady is charged with weaghing proposals that will impact
State of Akska Game Management Unigs 1C, 1D, 4, and 5 but we pride cusselves i thmking
im busively about owr broader region.

I3k the Federal Subsmtence Board and the Begional Advisory committes, we believe we need
1o support mles and repulations that ercate equitabls and sastaimablc fehing amd hanting
11-|'q1-r|-:l|.u1il'_|.'. A5 0L redip, we e thanklul 1e have nbimdant n]'rpnﬂu'rtil.:.' I [sh, ent, and leed
our (mmilies from the land, snd, for many of w2, 10 cam our Bving from well managed and
ghunwdant Tish mnd ungulate populations. W also recognize and colehrate the cultural
significance teat fishang, hunting, and gabering lave for so many poople in our regron. While
v live in Jumeas—aml we recognize that there B more prossue on owr wild fish and animals
close bo tpwm-amest of s ravel regicnwide fo b, fsh, and worle, and we are especially
il of the incredibly important mole that g plavs momoral Alaska, Finallby, all our
discussions and recommendaticns are underscored by o sirong desire bo onsne |:|:||.||1.|I1I: ACCERE
1 il Food well imea the Tuiure.

We s that there are legiimate concems mued by these who participated i the mestings that
leadl b thess proposaks: imdeed, the lack of femmy service el the broader mapacts from the Coveil-
19 pandemic have created real impaces on foed secunty m rural commiumities. We ane nal
convitoed, however, tha these proposals best address the issucs rised i the comimens.,

Fstead of aldressing these very real Food gecurity lardships, we worry the proposals could
imsfead .:|.r|n|:|il':.,' tensions hetween federallv qmﬂiﬁed and mon=Federally qanlified hamers,
strammg culiural and Fasmily Bes betwoon communitics m Soatheael Alaka Beocaise residents
ol ar n.-,‘q_inn move hevween mure] arcas snd especinlly Juneay for work and school (nnd
demographic rends suggeest this movemend from miral Lo mone urban arcas has been especially
proaormeed over the lasi decade), there ane significant nusbars of now- hineae-based hanters
wie returm homee 1o villages b hunt with famaly, A such, these propesakz could m el reduce
harvest ssecess for those wha peed it most. That is, the nem-foderally qualifisd henters who

Federal Subsistence Board Public Meeting April 2022 761




WP22-08

successflly harviest animals i cach of these aneas are often former Tederally quabised hunters
whio lave meoved to Juncan, but renern honae 1o help pot ap faod For their Familics.

i cach of these propesals, we also concur with Alaska Deparmtment of Fish and Game's detailsd
and well-researched position that the proposals” respective clisure 1o non-federally qualified
users are il warranted for consarvation concems, W therelione see thewe o allocalive
|'II".‘I11I-|'H..'FI]!.. serving bo linsit opporfuniy for residents of our rqginn.

We look forward 1o continning 1o listen and o undersiand the concems maised by foderally
quahified hunders, and we stand ready to create a fonum o desoiss ways 1o address these msees.
Such a forum or open diakogise hetwesn nsers across the region would stremgthen o shared
imlerest i sustaining the strong conmections to the Land provaded I1:|.'1|'.1|:|i:|t'n-|15. nl'humirh_g i
fishimg. We would alzo be happy 1o work with the Regional Advisory Commitioe io proposs and
c'l'u.rn.p-inn champes lhmu_g;h the Alnska Board of Game prodess That could alleviale somae ol The
prolilems,

We unge voui lo amtain comsidenl acesss b deer liilang oppounly fof ressdents of ouf
sparsely populated megion by voling no o these propesals.

Simcercly,

Junean aiglas Advisory Commiites
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Federal Subsistence Board Public Meeting April 2022




WP22-08

e Eeorrg il - A St o, IFAT - DuSonk

[EXTERMAL] Wildlife proposals 22-07 through 22-09

lones Chiropractic <akchires@gmail com =
Miom 7193021 1024 PR
Too AK Subskdence, PANT <ssbaistenoed fvs goee

This email has been received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

Federal Subsistence Board

Office of Subsistence Managemaent.
Attention: Theo Matuskowitz

1011 E Tuschor Roacl, bA%-121
Anchorage. Alaska 99503

Dear Federal Subsistence Board,

I have deer hunted Admiralty lsland and Chichago |sland for the kst 25 years. From my personal
experence, |wholly sgree with Alasks Depamment of Feh and Game's (ADFEG'S) atsetiments on the

folbyaing proposals,

1 oppose the Wildlite proposal 22-07 that attempts 1o close deer unting on western Adminalty bknd
from September 15 to Movembser 30 to non-Tederally qualified users (NFQUS). | wholly support
ADF&G's comments oppasing this proposal,

1 agree with ADFRG's assessment that thene is not a conservation concern for dear onwestern
Admiralty Island. The deer population is currently high, abundant, and stable. Because of the
abundance of dear an Admiralty (highest in the State], ADFRG intreated the annual bag limit from 4
te 6 in 2019, Additionally, total hunting effort is relatively Bght and hunter efforts and harvests have
dac linad,

ADF &G conchides the actual reason for the decline of federally qualified user (FOLU) deer hansests are
froen a dechine i participation and effor by FQU's, NOT depleted deer populations o increased NMFCU
competition. They found that NFQU deer bunting panticipation and effort is ako decBning.
Additionally, FOU's are allowed to hunt an additional maonth (Jamsary 1-31) than MPCU's, which is
whitn the indw lbvels pash most of the deer to the beachas, allowing for easier hansest This prapogal
adds unnecessany restrictions to luneau and Ketchilkian residents, as well as non-residents.

1 oppose Wikllfe proposal 22-07 and respectively ask that it not be adopted
1 oppose Wiklkfe Proposal 22-08 that attempts to reduce the bag limit from 3 to 2 deer for the

Horthewt Chichagod Comtralled Use Arga [NECTLUAL
REge oag o oo N oamyrami s, b sl ranfEr b gecetin b Aok'SR A DL RITHE TRV RO T B GO CHR0H Y S LWWE (T DI TIMDIM T WAt e L]
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Lagyree with ADFRG's, assessmant that there i not a consenvation concern for dear on wastenm
Admiralty lsland. The deer popadation is currently high, abundant, and stable. Becasse of the
abundlance of diser in NECCUA, ADFRG increasid the annual bag limit from 4 to & wesd of Port
Frederick in 200149, Additionally, tatal hunting effort is relatively light for the anea.

ADF &G conchudies that the acdual mason for the decline of FOU deer hansests is from a decline in
participation and effo by FOU's, not depleted deer populations or increased NFQL competition
They found that MFOU deer hunting participation and effort have remained stable. Additional, FOLU's
are allowred 1o bunt an additional month (lanuary 1-31] than NFQUS, which B when the snow evel
pash most of the deer to the beaches, allowing for easier hanvest. On the east side of Port Frederick
FOUs have a much more liberal ag Bmit of & deer, compared to 3 deer for NFQUs. Thits proposal
adds unmecessany restrictions to lumeau and Eetchikan residents, as well as non-residents,

1 oppose Wiklkle proposal 22-08 and respectinaly ask that it not be adopted

1 oppose Wiklife Proposal 2209 that attempts a closure of Lisianski Inlet, Lisianski Stradt, and Stag Bay
ol Chichagod lsland October 15 to December 31

1 agree with ADF&G's, assessment thal there & nol a conservation concern Tof deer on westenn
Admiralty lsland, The deer popalation is currently high, abundant, and stable. Becare of the
abundance of deer on Admiraky Island (highest in the State], ADF&G increased the annual bag EBmit
from 4 to & in 2079, Additionally, total hunting effost is relatively light and hunter efforts and harsests
have declined,

ADF&G concludes that the aclual reason for the declne of FOU deer hansests is from a decline in
participation and effo vy FOU'L et deplitied dear papulitiond or incoaaded NFOL compelfon
They fownd that MPOU dear hurting participation and effort have remained stable. Additional, FOUs
are allwed 1o bunt an additional month (lanuary 1-31) than NFQLUs, which B when the snow bvel
parsh mcst of the deer to the beaches, allowing for easier hanvest. This proposal adds unmecessany
restrchons o Juneaw and Ketchikan resdents, a5 waell a5 non-resdents,

1 oppose Wikike proposal 22-09 and respectively ask that it net be adopted
Warm Pgards,

Resident Hunier of Alatka

D Stefanse Jones

10004 Glacker Hwy
Suite B
Jumeau, AK S9E0

hEGs PoaySoch ofice WD cormu sl bt roasfl harg oo Do Aol SR 06 AT T RITHE SR RO Tig DG C00H Y P LWWE Oy DR IR T Ol e
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[EXTERMAL] WP-22 07,08 and 09
David Keller <salthearnt7e@gmailcom>

Mon 71193021 1:58 PA
Toe AK Subsetence, PNT < sebeasbenosf v goes

This email has been received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

Good aftennaon,

1 aim wariting bo you teday te vobce my oppositon to proposed regulation changes WP- 22 OF, D8 and
08 | Teed that the changes, if approved, would negatvely atbect hunters who do not gualihy Tor
subsistence permits.

Thank you for considerning my comments

Regards,

NEge oag o oo R ommyrmil s, b sl ranfEr . gecwetin b Aok SR A DU WITHE TRV RO T B G0 CHR0H Y S LWWE (T DA MDD Ut 7 "
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[EXTERMAL] WP22-(8,9,10) commant
elickirby@gmail.com <elickirby@gmail com =

Sun FE02T 1100 Ak
Too AK Subskdence, PANT <ssbaistenoed fvs goee

This email has bean received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking on links, opening
altachments, or respandng.

Hapehuilly | gob the numbsen comect e the sechons on the deer imits for the areas arouncl pelcan
hoonah and andgoon §think a reducton n aesest limit like the one proposed in pelican will be more
efiectiie while also allowing peoplke Bie myselijumeau resident) aoess and use of the lofest. Evan a
reduction to 2 deer per season in these aneas would cause a large reduction in the game taken whils
allorwirag us B0 still bt The area anourd the mainland of junsau mecehes a kot of pressure so the ability
to hunt outsiche has a kol of valse for peopls like me who primarily eat deer, bear, and moosa throasghout
e s,

Thariks for wour time and protection of the lonests

Sincerely

Elic Kirbry

ey oagSocd oo MRl ComJmmile b ahe otk @ovicitasplind Tpop gube T | Rverson =202 Wena0 | 07
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[EXTERMAL] Changes 22-07 22-08 and 22-09

Chis klawonn <chris klawonn@gmail.com =
Fri 7272021 18 Ak
Too AK Subskdence, PANT <ssbaistenoed fvs goee

This email has been received from outside of DOl - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

Hello,

by name is Chrees Klawonn, | live in Junsau and have bean a resident n Junesu for a vast
majority of my life. | plan on raising my children here. and | have loved the aspect of Boating.
'I'lsllir'lr:p_ anwd hunting my entire lifis. Iel like e keep this short and simple as | hape o e
busy reading lots of comments on this topic, Closing the back side of admiralty 1o specifically
Juneau residents is unnecessary, and would be costly and near impossible to regulate,

The um ber of Juneau residents hovers around 25000, the total number of reported hunters
in GRLI 4 that reported a harvest in 20019 &5 3377 accarding to the ADF&G website, Let's
assume that every single one of those harvests came Trom Jumeau, which | Enow from friends
and Facebook isn't the case, that's only 1 in 10 people that lee in Juneau claiming deer on
admiralty. | don't see this as amything near an issue effecting deer population on admiralty.
Second, if this proposition did pass you'd need troopers to nearly constantly monitor the back
side of admiralty to ensure that nobody is breaking the law. How many officers, boats, and
planes would it take to find the few boats from Juneau to genuinely balance the manpower,
equipment, and fuel costs,

Flease understand, | realize the people’s frustration of seeing pictures with a huge commercial
fishing boat with 20 deer on the bow, and realize that this is a bit excessive on the taking of
such a great resource. Even worse is hearing the wonton waste of deer or really any animals,
on this island or n any other locaton. But 1o squarely place the blame Tor this on the
residents of Juneau is wrong.

Admiralty island 15 16464 square miles, making it the Fth largest island in the United States.
Cutting off half of it to one commumnity of 2000 or s0 hunters isn't right, and | hope you can
see my side,

Good luck with your decision and thank you for your time,

NEge oag o oo N Commyrmi e, b sl ranfEr hars. gecetin b k'SR 6D WITHE TRV RO T D0 CHR0H Y S LWWE (T DA TIMDIM T WA P "
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[EXTERMNAL] Object to Propasals
Jay/Bmy Lloyd <javamylloyd Bgmail.com =

Mon 7193021 12208 PM
Toe AK Subsetence, PNT < sebeasbenosf v goes

This email has been received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

Twiould like to submit my objedion to proposals WP22-07, WP22-08 and WP22-09.

The abundance of the animals in the areas as stated by the Alaska Department af Fish and Games
o bpection 1o the proposals does nod wamant this action. Federally qualiied hunters also have an
extended season that they can hunt these areas. | do not feel that these proposals ane necessary of
reqquired at this time:

Sincerely,

Jay Uoyd

NEge oag o oo N ommyrmil e, b sl rcanfEr b gecnetin b Aok SR A DU WITHE TRV LW T B DO CHR0H Y S LWWE T W DI TIMDHIM T A, iy "
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[EXTERMNAL] Comments opposed to proposals WP22-07, WP-08, and WP-09
David Love «<pandalid@yahoo.com >

Tue dF132021 17150 AR
Too AK Subskdence, PANT <ssbaistenoed fvs goee

This email has bean received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking on links, opening
altachmients, o respanding.

These comments concem Federal wbsistence management prograns Proposals WP22-07, WP22-08,
ancl WP22.09,

As a hunter who wes ina non-subsistence anea {Juneau) but uses sport hunting means to harvest wild
e wiich i an essepiial soamce of probein bor my annual sustenance, it s my observation [bodame out
by the ADFEG surveys] that thene i not & consendation need o limit spod harsest of doer in anmy part of
Unil 4, Soutbeast Alaska.

ADFEG Wikllife Conseration has many years of obgective, quantitative data that shaows that the deer
populstons in Unit 4 are not dephlded, bt ane in fect at high and stable population kel even after the
heavy snow vear of 202072021, Restrictions on non-subsistence hunters is ot necessany and urdairy
targpets sport huniers whose nembers and bund days are stable when NPQUS are declining. Also, th
average number of deer harvested in Unit 4 has been stable for all users for 104 years with good sucoess
pabed i deer hanadted. Thine i nod incneading oompetition ks dees among FOUs and NFOLUS.

1 urge the Federal Boasd to NOT support these propasals, and vote 1o appose these proposals, since
thir claims ane not tnee companed to the objective, quantified data shoswing strong population trends
and) stable deer hannest in Uit 4,

Thark you for your time, D Losse, hunter and resicient of Juneaa

NEge oag o oo TN CoaTyramil e, b sl rcanfEr b gecnetin b k'SR A DL WITHE TRV LW T B G0 CHR0H Y S LWWE (T DA TIMDHIM T WAL, e "
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[EXTERMNAL] Southeast proposed subsktence deer limitations
Charlie Martelle <martellec@yahoo.com >

T EAE3202T 10029 P
Teo AK Subseience, PAT <subaisienoed fvs.goe

This email has been received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking an lnks,

apening attachments, or responding,

Hello,

1 am winting about the proposed changes of wp-22 07, Wp-22 08 and wp-22 09, | am nod in Lavor ol
fimiting Reneau residents on these areas. | rely on wikd game as my main scarce of protein, By
I-imi'ling mie and other resacdents of Juneau v will see an incredase in the number of humters | the
areas that are not mentiomed. This wauld mean it would be harder to get away from others and find
the game we fill our freezers when we hant doser (o lown.

Wis ane already so Bmited (n Junead with henting, one needd B eiher heve 8 boat af chamer o Boal
plare to find “gocd” hunting. By dropping the Bmit on the road system in hoonah youw wol ki
pitpnlialby take our o humt that dossn't redgquine owning & visse or chamaring.

Fram my experience on the ooadt thene b5 aburdat aumbers of deer, same with he south west side of
admiralty. If there was a shortage of animats | would be all Sor rechacing bag limat, bast | do ot believe
thes is the case.

Arain | am against ary changes to the ourment regulations,

Thank you for yous time
C harlio Martelk

cont | i for Pt

REg oay S0 oo N5 QoIS bl rcas(y hers gecein b Aok SRR A LT RITHE TR NSO T RHDG CHRI0H Y 0 LWE eV OROA IRBDI T RS, iy
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[EXTERMAL] Federal subsistence hunting and trapping regulations comment 2021

Sarah Matula <s_matulal@yahoo.com>
Reors 130T 1014 PR
Too AK Subskdence, PANT <ssbaistenoed fvs goee

This email has been received from outside of DOl - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

Facernl Subssiencs Boand Mambers

I am wribng ko comment in respectial opposibon o the reguiatony achons proposed in WRE2-0T, WRT2-08, WF22-08,
VWFT2-10 | nave been @ resicient of Juneau for B years, and have been acky enough 10 have ganed elationships
wit people thiough oul SE. Through these relalionshis, | have had the opporiurily b learn, experencs, and puf indo
practics in my own (e the respect and appreciation for the sutstance Meshile

Dwesuld Bk Federal Subsmience Boand membens Lo very caselully comsides these proposals thal significantly reduce

avalabla hunting areas to reskdants of Junsaiu. A you know, just because someond Vs In @ larger commanty like

Juressa, does Rl mean they don ve a subsstence Weslyle and place greal cullusal, iradicral, and persanal vahee
o @ conneciian to the nabural world that is based on procuring food for emseives, ther family, and thelr communty
The closunes and bag limits reduciions in these proposals woukd significarlly impacd iradiional hunting use patiemns

for ey peophe wiha v in Jungau and should oy be enacted in extremely dire croumstances

Thank you for your fime-
Sarah Muylula Dougles, Alaska

NEg oag o oo R omymami e, e sl renfEr s oo b o SR SR AT MDHE TVG RO TR GO UMY (2n LWE I VDR MO QACHAF P 17
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[EXTERMAL] WP 22-07: WP 22-08: WP 22-09: WP 22-10
Grey Mitchell < hullourl@ve.com:=

Wed 51420217 508 AR
Too AK Subskdence, PANT <ssbaistenoed fvs goee

This email has bean received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking on links, opening
altachmients, o respanding.

Attre Theo bMMatuskowate, Office of Subsstence Management

Iam writing to oppose the relzrenced federal subsistence proposals for deer in Southeast Alaska as
listed abowe. These proposals have no basis, as there is no evidence of a rescasce shortage or that non-
focbarally quaalifed users on federal lands are having an actual impact on lederally gualified wser's abdity
o hareast adequate supplies of doer in the specified aneas. Without specific data to demonstrate a
parbicular subskience purpose, these proposals are not onby aibiirary and capricious, Bt they will wolate
the comatitutional rights of non-federally qualified wers. The credibility of lederal sulssiencs:
management of wikllife resources on public lands hinges on the use of scientific data. Not only do thess
proposals bick sciendific data, they Bk amy data to demomtrate a ustiled subsistence meed. | urge the
rejection of these unsupported and  unjust proposals. Thank you,

Girey Mitchel
Alaikan since 1966

3065 Douglas Highwary
humeau, Alawka 99800

sent fram my IPhone

NEge oag o oo R ommyramil e, b sl ranfEr . gcuetin b o' SR A DT RITHE TRV RO T GO ORI Y o LWWE 0o DR MDD QU A B
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[EXTERMAL] WP22-07, WP22-08, WP22-09
Richard Morris <akreeldeal@gmail.com =

Refiory ¢ F19002 1 B0 AR
Too AK Subskdence, PANT <ssbaistenoed fvs goee

This email has been received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

WP22-08

Attention Teo Matuskowitz
G day,
There are a few proposals that | am writing in cpposition to.

The first is WF22-07, which proposes to close the western side of Admisatty from Hawk inket to the
southim tip to non-federal users 1o make it casier for ome growp to gather food, | also try to fill my
freezer with wild game so this would be selecting them over me. Althowgh | have never hunted the
area due to 13 remetentss and difficulty 1o et to during the hunting seasan | feel it will be a steppang
stone to chosing mone of the Mational Forest as they requesst langer areas to make it easier kor them
and mone difficult Tor others. | would say that Doking at the ADFG hunt neconds would show that the
i ity of hunt effort from hamsaw is on the eastern side of Admiralty island and any that can make it
i thee proposed ansa would say that hunting there s 10 much more casy than the castern side. It is all
relative,

WP2E-08 is the keoking 1o closa the northam area of Chichagof sland to non-federal wsers. | bougiht
prapay in Fresiwater bay Tor the main purpode of hurting. There ane already requlstions in place
that have a harvest limit of 3 deer versus the 6 1 oould shoat amahene elie on the ARC islands. This i
ancther remote area for somesne Trom Juneau o access and has limited pressure from Juneau as
could be fpmd in the uant records, The majgosity of dear that are haregsted in the area are maindy road
hunts as there is an abundlance of logging reads throughout the area. As is the case with hunting. it
can be challenging for those that don't get oaft into the forest and expect to fill there freezer shooting
cheer on the side of the mad. Closing this area would impact the vakie of avy cabin and experiences
that come with lurving it thene,

WP22-0rd is looking to close other areas in the Hoonah area, Again, due to the remotendss this anea
dheses ot get a lot of pressure from non-federal users,

In closing. these three propesaks are trying to make harvesting deer a sure thing for the communities
of Angoon and Hoonah [t & hurting, there ans no guan ntees that you will see & deer, T alane
harvest one, Closing these areas will only benefit a few, and probably ondy to a small degree. Thesa

NEge oag o oo R ommyrmil e, b sl ranfEr hars. gecneiin b ok SR A DT RITHE TRV RO T GO ORI Y i LWWE eV OO T T QRSN Ty
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areas are in the Tongass National Fonest, which is to be managed far all user groups. With these
propsals it will start to be manasged for the select few and | oppose it

Thank oL

Rich Marrs
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[EXTERNAL] Wildlife Proposal 22-07, 22-08, 22-09
Michael Nelson <michaelbn78@gmail.com

Thu FFLR0217 249 PM
Too AK Subskdence, PANT <ssbaistenoed fvs goee

This email has bean received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking on links, opening
altachments, or respandng.

Lam writing in opposton of these specilc proposals, Wikiine Proposal 22-07, Wildive Proposal 22-08
anci Wildlife Proposal 2.2-00,

These proposals discriminate against hneau residents ungusth. Bacluding the small percentage of
Junes residents that have the ability to hunt in these areas will not inceass subsitence means.

Michael Nelon
208-755%-TH18
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[EXTERMAL] WP22-08 commuents
nicholaspor <nicholaspon @yahoo.com:

Sun FPERR2DEN 1734 AM
Too AK Subskdence, PANT <ssbaistenoed fvs goee

This email has been received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

1 am witing to uege the board not to pass proposal WP 22-08, which would reduce the bag limit to 2
detr for non-federally qualified hunters. Thene 15 nd 'ﬂ'hﬂ!‘l‘a-l:}l;‘- of deer inthe hoonah arsa nor a6e Ron-
federally qualified hunters displacing Hoonah huntess. | understand that last November was guite
challending for all enters, thowdgh this is likely due (o the Ke sborm that pased over northem
southeast Alaska, |Inaddition to being unnecessary for federally qualified hunters to meet their
subsistence nieeds, this proposal will reediesshy affect a number of cabin owners in Fresheater Bay
Thesa humnters are fypically not hunting the read system and are not placing any pressuee on road
systemn dear. For these reasons, | ask the board 1o not pass this propaosal.
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[EXTERMAL] Propasals 22-07,08,09,10
Tom Radandi < iomradandi®2gmailoom =

Fn FARIZT 252 P

Toe AK Subsetence, PNT < sebeasbenosf v goes

This email has been received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

There i no scientific evidence that supports the idea that non-Federally qualified wsers impact the
succoass of qualified wiers. Therefans you must reject proposals 22-07, 2208 22-09 and 22-10

Tor farecar ome group over another bates on amy political charactensstics i decrimination, whech illegal.

Tom
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[EXTERMNAL] Federal Subsistence Management Program Wildlife Proposals

Mark Sams <msams@pndengineers.com>
Maon 738521 F51 AM
Too AK Subskdence, PANT <ssbaistenoed fvs goee

This email has been received from outside of DOl - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

Anention: Teo Matuskowitz

| wepaild like 1o make a fow :I-p-ll:ﬂ.ll'l"‘l cernretis on the beloas sl |-r:|||_'|'l1 aalspatemer cloce Illltlllrﬂ
proposals

WPRE-OT

| eppose this change 1o the decr hunting regulatione on the Chsthem smaght ssde of Admiralty iland. The
repulaton wdl only solite one user group whach bus @ very low mapact on the ares due o the distance from
||.|||r:||- DIH’ 1o Bl shatares I'III'H'.lIl :l_'::-:lrl.-ﬁ.' el gHa |r?||:r|:|' Flaa ] thia agea snee sl o IMOET thia 1.5- .]‘n'
run bime. AR other local communitees are subsistence communities meludmg, Petersburg, Boake, Tenekee, and
Hoonah, lesving Juneau, the fisrthest commumity from the location a user group that sould be solated. [
I|‘1||||L il be Very raiy {{=] I:Hll; at the '||||||I|||g ereori colleetrd |:|:|,' the itate ::r Aluika FNTECT Jrar [{=]
determnine how muach pressure funces sctaally has on the location o detormine hoss much ths change n
repulitaons would actually efiect the oversll unting pressure.

WhitOd

| oppose this change to the northern Chichagot 1sland ssnce it sguin ssngles out & sengle user group. |

15 |:|':rlr|l|:|,- Oren a cabun on nootber O IH{.IIEHl libane suz am a rum'll: erixdent, This |u:|-p|:-|.ﬂ!r||ll:g' wwald
larnit iny aceess o deer hunting at my cabm which [ have invested heavily m over the past  pears to use as 8
place to hant. For me, the area s difficul 1o sceess from [uneas due o weather and distance, over Zhes
Agpin -|f:.n.| book ar bunting recosds, [ bebeve you weuld find foseau ressdemoed have a I:mil:rd imgact on the
ovemll harvest on Morther Chichagof Iiand.

WPEL

| oppose thas change m rqgubitoens for dosng deer hsntirgg m Lisunsks Inber. The area s ales very remole
aru very diffwal for non-sobsetercs hunters, Junean ressdence, o eocess Flunbng reconds shoald show that
this area o sldemly access feom Tencsu this wne of year due 1o weathee so ths propesal wxll lave hide efiect
on competigon. The only residences this change will effect are fromn Junesy since access 1 lmaved 1o Pebican
arad Elfin Cove,

In general | behieve matatirg reitnetions that only offect ane group B s poor decison that becomes a shppery
skope for other communsties to make similar requests. Pretty soon, Jorean sould hive wery Bmited bunting
kacatzons in 2 Natiopal Fosest that is supposed 1o be managed for all wser groups, 1 subsistence wser grovps
Are |1m‘|n3; dlfﬁnlﬂ:r b rveshing dtfr,llu]'l:lu that’s an mdication that the hn-glllllll. for all Eroups are o |'||g|'|
ardd a better propossl would be bo limit all harve st verses a single user group that has low impasct on all theee
|_1:||l|:l-:u...1| Fle s Smstba r|1:|l ws wmild e 1er TFIHI the :l:lllt" I.::lldﬂn:r Biuina, | hrun: Fabsermen can B it and
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el o theese pewmette pleces i the winler and shoot moee desr than ther it doe 8o prosgy hunting [
undersiend the need for i i certan instances, but maybe lsmbng the number of prosy tags allowed 10 hunt
at e e 'I.':H.III-II.I-HI :.lu'lllll thr Fh-i.'pl:l;l (= TR o ] hrngn' Erl;-hrul and leia -|L1ll' Akl |:r1|lrl|.1q.|.r|!. -|-|‘1|'.|.
would reduce the overall pECENETT and coarpaeEiben for sub-subsitence haroesters

:Hq.hl:n.'l":: Ihrpr Fiin by |:l|.-l||E lu.':llkml_::. all s I‘l..l.l‘:|l'.qr kil ril more l;ﬂ-r\rlrl,i |:_’I wratlies .il:ql ald El':l'-l:lll.

tumiber hm'r:l.!-l]ﬂn'.'}' snow and ll:g;l.' scale timber clear cufls) than the lmsted number of hunters. When
these envirenmental and man-made {ismber harvest) factors affect the population, all uniers are effected
Elilll”]'.

These peoposed changes will abo hurt &ny non-gesdent husting charters that are based cut of these local
commmntics, burng the local cconomaes. MNen-sesadent hunters will baing a lings Boost 1o thede small
comumunitics at the end of the typical wunt season belpang forufy the community with funds w weatler the
wrinfer. Ut of town hamters wall not vee Angoon based on the propossd WP2Z07T sance they woukd be very
Hllllll.'l:l ] |||l1|li.ug lewsa s,

Thank yous for taking the tme to reed my comments.

Mark Samns
Orarner of Cabun in Freshwater Bay, Dierectly eftected by 2 out of three of these proposed changes.
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[EXTERMNAL] Opposition of Federal subsistence propasals Southeast Alaska for deer WP
2207, wp2208, wp2209, wp2 210, wp 2212

CHARLES SCHULTZ <cjs16@me.com»

Gun THAB20ET kSE P

Tex AK Subshtence. PAT <ssbaistence s gos>

o deanna pemyituncy gov <ceanna pemaiBusdagoys

This emuail has boen receied from outsice of DO - Use caution babone clicking on links, opening
attachments, of responding.

Atbertion Theo Matuskowitz,
Office of Subsitence Mansgement

1 am writing to appose the federal subsittence proposals that atfect Southeast Alaska Deer hurting, |
oppose WIP2Z20T, \WPE2-08, WP22-09. WP22-10, and WP22-12

Proposals WP22-07, WP 22-08, WPZ22-09 and prevents non-gualified subdistence wiers from access o
cheer hunting on public lands. As an Alaskan resident | also sely on deer meat a8 a primany source of red
meal that i lecally available. Limiting non-aqualifed subsstence wsers from soceds to hunt deer in ansas
arcamd Argpoon, Hoonah and Pelican is entireby unfair to those who live in other areas of the state, who
are non-cualified Subsstence hunbers. Thene i nd stience 1o et that the over hanazd of deer i
ralated to noneguealified subsistancs usars, in Tact | would suggest that tha over harest in tha areas
arcund Hoohah, Angoon, and Pebcan may achually be from the subsistence users who may bBe kiling
every mvailable desr seen in late season, on the beach and wncaning if the deer is antlerless and uncaring
of sie.  Preservation of breedng anberless deer may prove to allow fran beaning deer an opporbunity o
give birth in the spring. Ao education of subsistence hambers to hannest mature deer would Improve
the sire of deer and thereby Increase the svadable pounds of ediblke meat.

Extending the season inunit 6 5 exactly a dichotomy of what the Subsistence Board may be wanting to
achive, The complaint of kess harsestable deer will onby be compounded if deer seasoms ane extended
duging their most vulnen ble times. Then the subsistence deer hareest will continue to over extend the
available deer bo beeed for next year, and Boeby they will complain that non-sbsistence hansest & the
R ETT

Humters of deer need equal access to public lands. We are all Alaskans trying to peovide natural, local
cheer meeat,

Pliase Lak the comments of non-iubistence hunten nbo comiclerstion.
Also consider making all Alaskans subsistence wsers. \We all lve here We all have subsitence needs, not
based on swe al community we Inae in

Thariks for your consideration ,
Charles Schultz
Jumess, Aladka

NEg oag o oo R ommyamil s, b sl ranfEr hrs gecwetin b ok SR A DT RITHE TRV RSO T GO CHR0H Y i LWWE 0TV DA TN T QA D o
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SC1 Alaska Chapter L
Eaghe Hiver, Alaska 99577 Yoy
Cell (7 ) MU5-K329 S
Tellz (M7 ) 90-901% P“’h,
v akeatan club ory ,...-'-""'.‘" .y

Jaly 149, 2021

Faleral Subsmiencs Hoad

At The M atuskoowitr

e of Subsisbemos hl.mwl
1L Easi Tudor Bosd, M 5- 121
Anchorage, Ak 9950361499

[Electiomic Subsission]
abatenog i s, o

RE: 80M-AK convmenis on Wik Pmpuml 22488 Hoonah

Dexr Chaweman Minskowiiz,

Tha Salan Chab International Alaska Chapler (SCT=ARK) wntos mopposition b Wildlilc Proposal Z2-00 {WPZ2-08]. Foundod
m 1971, Safan Club International is the country's keading hanter rights advocale and additsonally promotes wesldwide
wildifie comservation. SCT-Ak is naticaally and intermatsonally recosnized Gor its contribulanns in oupport of SCT % o major
o arcas: Advesacy, Crasmvakion. Education, and Humamtanan Savices.

WPFEE i counier lnu-rgmﬂ d'uni.ur'in! faie and eguitable oo o (THE TERECE im Alssls, The below comments foam
o the mdices of deor sbwmdance, dear hunter effon, smd harvest in Alasks Game Slmagement Unit 4 (GAL 4) a8 ressons 1o
rijod W28

The proposal clasms that non-federn by qualificd wsers (NFOLT are wfairdy compeding with foderalby qualificd users (FOLT)
when hunting Sitka back-ailed dege mn G 4, WP Z2-08 assorts (Bt the degr popalation on westam Adenivalty 1elsnd i
dheplotod aml thal in reomt vears FOU's have bad difficulty mecting thar subsisbence nevds because of marvasimg competition
from RFQLUs. Alacka Diepariment of Fish and Game ( ADF&EG) snalvsis of deer popalstion, husier effort. and harvest irends
Foumil no suppest For cither contertion. Insicad, the avaslable s aton suppoi (khal desr ramam sbundant theosghout Gl
4.

GRILT 4 encompasses the ARC [slands {Admoraly, Barancd, and Chichagod} and the sanoundsg anchipelago. Huntors
residing in Southeast Alaska (GhUs 1-3), excluding Jumcau and Kotchikan, aro eligiblo 1o harvest deer m GAIL 4 eedor
Federal subsistemee regulations. The cument fodoral deer seasom for this srea is August 1w Jansary 31 with 8 hag Emitof &
dewr (hudks only Augest 1 - Seplamber 14 The aimmd Stake ssion m Augusd 1 80 Decomber 31 with 2 bag lemit of &
deer (bucks only August | = Sceptomber 14). In 2019, the Alaska Poard of Game increased the deer bag limal im GWET4
from 4 1o 6 deer because of the GRS miquely healihy populstion of Silka bleck-txiled deor.

L 4 comsmtanily shows a hagh black-taiked population. Pelld group counts are wsaally well above e hagh=donsaty
treabiold and are ofien doukls the comnix m ather GAMUE. Aenal =sunseye — maasared m deer boor sightad — wers
conducted for two bocations in GML 4, Soulbomn Admarally [sland 420052017} and MNortbeast Chichagod 1sland
(172008} Seuthern Admizalty had the highet decrbour of any aurvey arca i Southesa Alaska and caEnaics fram
Doirtlicasd L'h.'lugul? were vinmlar b Proee of Walss Bslasd (PO and hi;h:rﬂ'mn all aher BUEVEY Aarcas cxaepl ik
Adeniralty snd POW.

Mussgemeni biologises im GML 4 began condwcting beach morialiy tameets in the caaly 1990s, Alhough theie mortality
smrveys are A relatively issenaitive indicator of population trend, they are an indicator of monality sesalimg from severe

Kafuri Club International Alasks Chapter
First for Hunters - First for Wildlife
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wimiers, The winter of 2062007 was the most severs om record, apd in some parts of GMU 4 managers edimaed wp i
Tita of deer died Yet, hasad on harvesd and other imdicsines of deer shundamee, sanepens helieve the deer population had
Hully rocovored by the 2013 scason.

GAILY 4 Siika blackstailed deer are usually shove the highedonsity Shreshold amd are offon double the counts & other
GhIUs. Ahhough the area affected by this proposal is rarch ssmphed, this broad index of door sbundance sugpests (e
Likil! 4 populatim remaims at high levels with no indscation of depleted populstions or corsenvation concams, Taken
togather, these mdsos of dewr abendance — pellel groip sunvoys, alpine coanis, morlalily iransceis — sugzod this
proposal cannid be hasod enbirely on 3 consara i Comoam.

Crverthimiting is ofien used s o justification for anca clessnes or implomentation of restricinvg comservation measuns, ADF&G
prodiuces eslimates for humior cffort and harvest usimg nfoermation provided by hustors. To bunt doar in Soutbcast Adaska all
lumilers most obiam hercest Dobets, Simoe 7011 harvest Bobets hove conve with a mandatory ropoing regairement. From
15972015 the @ tmated average snual Barvest in GAVL 4 has boen 5,725 deor takon by 3282 bunbas, GML 4 suppoits the
haphest déer karveal in thie slale and the hstoncal harvest has remamed Taedy stable with betwoon 5,000 TIHO docr arvested
annaally. The exception being the severs winker of 20067907 when high harvest was followed by significasd overwinior
imoitaliy of decr theomghont (ALY 4, Thes resulied in a precipiioss decling in hareest from 7900 deor in 2006 to 1,932 dews
m MHIT.

Long-iam reconds mdicate & declindng trend in harvest for both FOU's and XNEQUs From 1997 1o 2006, FOUs harvesied on
average 152 degr snmually, Sees 2013, B s havs: harvestes an sverage of Shidesr ammually, Thas meprsents an approximats
Tiofadochine. Thero is a simalar patbarn for NFCH s, whe avoraged 3488 door anpmally from 1997-2006. Smoe 2013, thal
average hes declined o 113 docr annmally. SCT-AK notes huntor sambers ase decreasing across the board on a nationall levd,
thed jurst i Aladba oF even GRIL 4. Thia proposal will flirber rostrien socess for bantera and bead to a fuinher decnesss i the
nammbser of hisslor s i one ol e stales most viabla lunting reglons.

The Alaska Foprd of Geme hes abo established sn sl smound reasonehly necessary for smheslence (A5 ) for deer in
GRILT 4 of 5,200k, (06 deex. ANS differs from the andefined tem “Sub=istence need™ wed in Title VT of the Alaska
Maisanal Inleresi Lands Coosavation Act (ANILOAL Usider Alsska law, ANS ix the harviishle porison of a game
populatzon that s sullicend o provsds a rasanable opportmily for subsslonos wsm, “Homonable opportusily™ o that
wilich allows a nommalby -d.il.ig;ml husicer & reasonable copectation of sucoess. The hoard tahlmhes an ANS for a game
population ibrough roview of bng-term populstion and harvest information, With deer harvest levels within the
recommemded ANS range, the angamant thal the choesure needs 10 ocom i order 1o bemalit ARS wsers 13 mool

SCT- Ak mombers are etpecially supportive of Tamily hambing iradsions becsse heaming o boni stans wh family and
cimamumity mentors, PO states is gl mhenitel. Chililren whe leave alorally gualifemd sommunities 1o st schosl
clsewhere will be excluded and harmed by WP22408. In Sovember, many FOUs imvite thew famaly members ome fir peal
scason doer lants. Other MPCUs petum o trsditional bunting aress 1o harvest deer on state bunting peoccies o il desr on
Ivcar |mmif fir shase wath flnli]}; Erimds, or chlors. Mo of this use woshl bo allowod be conlmus m ithe WP22-08 arca al ol =
paussd.

Basad on the information provadad te ADFEG by GML 4 deor hisnters, population i, ancodotal neparts by lozal
hianters. and ficll absarvations by mamageminl baobogists, thi department has conclisded that thare 1 mo comssrvation Soncam
for the GML! 4 deer population. With dear population remaining high and stsble, harvest within its hasiorical range, = siate
ANE poljuiFchEit I:u;g et il d8 RO R Y B FesiEnct l1ur|t':r|; in GAIL 4 b ik Bemefit of 3 areal] handils of weees
WI22408 will reduce the amoumd of door mcal coming inbo communatis whiks simeallancously faihing to provide comscrvalim
beznezhits 1o am abread v bealthy door poguilaiion, SC1-AK arges you to nol sdopt WF22Z-08,

Thank y o for vour considaation

Saolin Sowrgoon

SCT Alaska Chapler President
E-mail: prosideniidaksafanidub.ong
el (T 2300072

Safarn (Tl Indernaiomal Alaska Chapfer
Firsr for Iunters - Fh-.n'fnr H'E.:'l'.gl'ile
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[EXTERNAL] Wp22-08 wp22-07

tsaiah Sipniewski <stansipak@gmail.com >
Phu SFES 202 1 09 Ak

Too AK Subskdence, PANT <ssbaistenoed fvs goee

This email has been received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

Hello,

m writing this email in regands to the recent proposals for restictions on harvesting deer in the
above subgpect lime,

Az a Juneau resident of 20 years | hive enjoyed hunting these ancas on ¢hichacoH Bland and the south
end of admiratty Iskand

I have a family cabin on admiralty at the southem end where dating back as far as my wife's
grandtathed, has used for banting Seer.

There b no decline in deer population and no reason whiy this area should be restricted to luneau
hunters, Thene ane mord than encogh deer for those who choose 1o "break suction from thene truck or
boat seat”™ and hike to find deer,

I hawe famiby in hoonah whe | keve engoyed staying with and hiking the mountains together. Taking
vy sons and teaching them how 1o navigate the mowntaing. On the rosd systems n hoonah | have
enjcyed hiking to my fronite spots for as bong a3 e lved in Alaska

I 2o N g-n:i.'l reason winy army of the 3 propasals shoukd sven be on the table,

If peaphe are complaining of not encugh deer it is due to their own laziness and wnwillingness to hike
it the wopdds for dear, There ae mone than encugh for the surrcunding residents and esidents of
Juneau,

Thank you for taking my comments inlo oormsaderation

Stankey sipniewski
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[EXTERMNAL] Subsistence Hunting Closure
Peler Strow <pstrow@hotmailcom:

Refiorw ¢ P190002 1 52200 P
Too AK Subskdence, PANT <ssbaistenoed fvs goee

This email has bean received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking on links, opening
altachments, or respandng.

Hella,

Tweouid like to sulsmit & conmmit resgand ing the ¢losure of nting to Juneau neskdents for We22-07,
WiF22- 08 and WR22-09. | don't befieve these areas should be dased to Juneau hungers. Accessible
huriting is diffioult in Southeast Alaska and marmy Juness residents depend humting deer in thess aras.
Proposing these chosings should be backed by sciontific dataand | think this noeds fo be huather studied
belode any chosunes are passed

Thark you,
Pater Strow

Sent Trom my iPhong

NEge oag o oo N Commyramil s, b sl ranfEy hrs: gecnetin b k'SR A DT RITHE TRV RO T GO ORI Y i LWWE 0TV DA TIMIDI T QWS E Ty "
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SPORTSMEN'S
\ ELEITANED

suly 18, 2021

Federal Subsivtence Board - Attn: Theo Matuskowits
Odfice of Subsisterce Management

1041 East Tudor Boad, MS121

Anchorage, A 295036159

RE: Commernts on WE2LOT (osure to non-Federally quakified users, Admiralty land; WF22.08 Mace a
harvest restriction on non-Federally gualified users, Northeast Chichagol Controlied Use Area; WFEX2.09
Closure to nomn-Federally qualified users, Lisanski Stradt; WFZ22:10 Lower haneat limibs for non=rRederally
qualilied users, Luangki Stra;

Daar mambers of 1 Federal Subsistonce Board:

The Spartren's Allance B & leadng fations] onginization 1hat defends the right of tur members 1o Frint,
fish and trap in 2l 30 s1ates. | am weiting today 1o urge you bo vee sound sciemific evidence to discharge
poficy relabed 1o changing sxisting hurtirg eeaions, harveit limits and methods and mears ol tEking
wildlife felaled b federal subintence hunbing and Happing and mone specifically propsdsls WR22-07,
WiP22-08, WRTE0H and WREZ-10

The Sportemen’s Alllance strongly Belisves that If populations are abundant than all pubfe lamd users in
the Alaika shoukd huve soesd 1o these lands for hunting and trapping. Thete lands are menaged and
conserved using pubfic funds contributed by sportsmen aoross Bl and the United States through
lcerse fees and ewciie taves pald on the purchase of firearms and other hunting equipment,

When ﬂe-termi‘nirq whether baodiote carcain Baderd! lands 10 land usars Ehat are ron-gu biichencs huntsrs,
the Alllance on behalll of cur Afasia members urge you 1o follow scentific evidende and population data
to defermire the best course of actfon. I wildife populations numbes lndicate abundant numbers of
EameE dpaciay theie Lol thould remain open b both subiitlanse hurmlem ard ron-suliistencs hinbers,
The North American Model of 'Wilkdiife Conservation dictates that science should be the guiding toal for
dizcharging wildiie policy and our membership stands firmly on the principles of this madel

We undierirind the complex natung af tha dedivion, L0 we urgs you 1S meks [hess determinations bated
sol=ly on science and not based on political o soclal pressure, Thark you Tor the cpportunity to commeant
on this ksoe ard thank you for your Hme,

Biest,
lacob Hupp

Sportimen’s Aliance
Azzociate Director of State Servioes

WP22-08
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[EXTERMNAL] Federal Subsistence Management Program Wildlife Proposals
Diblon Tomaro <dillonpaultomaro@gmail.com >

Mon 7192002 1 50Dk AM
T AK Subssience, PNT inbd-stln:l{il'ulgm't

This email has been received from outside of DOl - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

[ would like 1o make a few opposibon comments on the below listed lederal subastence deer hunting
l'lrl I1?'Cl'u'l

WPZ0T

| eppose thas proposed change %6 the 2022 reguulatsone. | heve been hunting south of Hawk Inlet 1ot snd
beyend Angoen my whols hife and | have soq witnesied any deceesse s deer population eiher than the peass
fallomirg an excedsrne amount of inmow thae caused the peardngs re die, | have hasd nathing bar pleasant
epouniters with the humters of Angoon and they abways seem to kil mose deer than us at case with thes
kcwl knowledge (Fame conorpd that [ would have a better krsvadedgpe of the landscape, and  theefore the
upper hand wth hunmting in the Barfow ares). That 15 some of my tavomie hunting terntory with &l of the old
grovah thar pou carnat find north of Hewk Inker. 1 alss enpor bunting Flarenee Lake wehach wouldd be
affected by this proposal. Rarely do [ encounter other umiers from fonsas when | am bunting South of
Hawk laler and | beleve thag alionak] e Ay ID g ll;r IIH:L,IIE al ] ||1|r|. !ll:lll!ins :rlHHll. 1 cles ez Ilulﬂ, Llul
the Juneau resdents” mpact on the desr popubition south of Feok embet s signivheant at all and there & n
weay that 1 burting the Angoen rehdents’ harvest needs, [F the preposal geet theoigh then o be fair, the
Angoon residents should pot be able to hunt north of Hawk Inlet feven though it & the same case that their
lIIIII'.II'EI'IJl (5] 'u|1|:.1:1 |rr|_|||1||1'.| 1|.'1|'p||.'||li drer |::|-|_1||E|I||||:]. I|-|'|r|r kad been no |1|l|>h|r|l| i e |1n| witly
Juneau residents affecting the Angoon residents huntng opportansty and | believe it 15 senply unfar o go
thrciaph wath the peeposal.

WE22-08

| oppose tha propoicd change 1o the 2022 regpalatsons. | believe that again the funean ressdent unpact i@ very
ko en this area.
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WP22-08

gt irgnrg | el - R Sabaaadeacp, PN - Dok

Thank you for taking the tame 1o resd my comments.

1 :l ."I"ﬂl I LMEIEE

Lilelonyr Sowutheast Alisks Husite

NEge oag o oo N omTyramil e, b sl ranfEr hr gcnetin b ok SR A DT RITHE TRV RSO T GO ORI Y i LWWE 0T W DR TIMDI T QWS T oy

Federal Subsistence Board Public Meeting April 2022 787




WP22-08

[ fatilegory] il - A St o, IFAT - DuSonk

[EXTERMAL] Commwent on WP22-08, WiP22-09, Wp22-07
John Unzicker <jmunzicker@gmailcom:

Wed B/ HL2021 356 AR
Too AK Subskdence, PANT <ssbaistenoed fvs goee

This email has been received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

Hello,

This comment & reganding the following proposals:
WF22-08, WP22-09. WFP22-07F

We are all Alaska state residents and have the right to utilize all of the state bnd regarndless of our
primary residence, As a lfelong lurneau resident who pays the same fees to hunt game in 5E AK as
ampor e in the state, |am extremely distouraged by these proposals.

Juneaiited would be forced aut of mags hunting ansas during the prime e of the teatan |1 Rinead
residents are not alkcaved to hunt the far, catlying areas, we will all be forced to hunt the immediate
areas around ks whach anll regult in awer-hunting, eercrowding, and ks game around Juresw,
This proposal is absolutely ineguitable and will divide communitias

‘What abcast leenters who have cabins or family in Hoonah, Pelican, or Angoon? This is

absolstely wrong amd only goes o serve a very small population of the state. Residents of luneau
have st as much right to hunt these zones as the residants of Hoonah, Pelican, and Angoon have the
night ta hunt amywhere in the state. There ik enough wikdlife and lard for everyane te utilize Tor
subsistence and it should be shared equally.

And doas this mean that any other resident not from Juneau can bunt these areas? Sitka? Haings?®
Gustavus? Petersbaang?  Why onby lunsau?

Thank youi,

John Unesckes

2016 Glacier Bear Bhed.
hmeau, AK 5801
8907-722-2191
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[EXTERMAL] proposals WP22-7, WP22-8 and WP22-9

Luke Woodmfl <alaskan waters@yahoo.com >
Wad L/ 1A 923 PRI
Teo AK Subseience, PAT <subaisienoed fvs.goe

This email has been received from outside of DO - Use caution before clicking an links,

apening attachments, or responding,

WP22-08

Please do nott consider the mew proposals WP22-T, WP2Z-B and WP22-9 2% new mg_u:l.ul.‘inn I i et
belwve thse cumrent dear harvest levels combined with predationswinted kitk deem this kind of
pr||:||.'lr:lu| necesiary, Subistence and non subsistence communises alibe count R deer as a part of

their diet alomg with fish, water Towl and bemies. Every year is different, sometimes hunting i difficult

and other times not. Let's avoid creating requilations that fevor one group oser ancther Because omne
gprcasp thinks they are having to work hardear,

Lutke Woodnfl
Jumeals, AK

send from YahoD Mail lor (Pl
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ki)
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[EXTERMAL] WP22-09
greg-donicai®gcinet <greg-donica@gci.nets

oo o F19E0E T 1200 s

oo AK Subsetence, PWT < sebaistenoesi fws.goye; desnna pemyiiurda gow <deanna pemisiusda.goes
O Morm and Linds Carson <nicarssriall net>

This email has been received from outside of D01 - Use caution before clicking on links,

apening attachments, or responding,

To Southeast Subsistence Regional Advisory Council:

There have been many personal discussions lalely on deer hunling in Lismanski Inlet and
Pelican area. Almast to the point of "Hatfield 4 McCoys® sRuation.

It seems pretty simple to me. Alaska Fish & Game has done a good job of managing the
hunting of deer. The rules and reguiations in place are reasonable, praclical and effeclive.
Abide by them. Untl there is obvicus and proven data te verify a severe reduction in deer
populatien, leave § as it is.

ALL hunters should use good judgement when hunling, doing o in a safe manner. They shaould
be aware of and respect personal property, be i a year around residence or a cabin. Don't hunt
B0 near,

There are limes when bears ang in abundance and their food sources ane not. Extrems fall &
winter weather cam also confribute to more deer baing faken by bears. And yet, data does not
suppart any reduction in deer population, due io bears or hunters, Should that ever happen,
then cul 1he lirit of dear to be taken. I & hunter Knows he/she will ot use the amount of deer
allowad, take less.

My husband has hunted In this area with other family members who live in Felbhcan, our san-in-
law as well, We have been property owners in Pelican for twenty years, Generations of families
shill hunt there and hope to continue to do so. They may not be FQU. For some reason, that
has been a lopic that is causing those wihe are and those who are not, o be divided and
confrontational. |5 that really necessany?

Be a legal and responsible huntar.

Flesze conzider this an opposition o WP22-00, and also WPZ2-0T, WP22-08, & Wo22-10

Thank you,

Greg & Donica Jerua
PO Box 211434
Auke Bay, Ak, HBE21
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[EXTERMNAL] opposition 1o all federal deer subsktance proposals, WP2207 -- Wp2 212
RICHARD HARRIS <RHDevelopment@gclnet>

Thu TAIS/2030 1238 P
Too AK Subskdence, PANT <ssbaistenoed fvs goee
O deanna pemypibacs ooy <desnna pemyiusdn oo

This email has been received from outside of BOI - Use caution before clicking on links,

apening attachments, or responding,

ALLn: Theo Matuskowits,

Office of Subzistence Management

Eegarding : Federal deer subsistence proposals Eegion-1 Southeast Alaska
Proposal Nusbers: WP2I0T, WPIME, WR2200, WP2X10, WRPX21Z

A% a lifelong deer hunter of Scutheast Alaska 1 am writing ©o oppese the federal
subsistence proposals for deer harvesting in Scutheast Alaska. T have hunted some of
these arcas my entire life, access to the areas listed is wery difficult, needing good
weather and much planning, I believe the weather controls much of the hunting pressure
from non-federally qualified uiers §n thedse sress|iomeshat self regulating). T could
understand supporting a lower per hunter harvest musber in some areas, bt shutting
these argas down entirely during the perdiod of Oct. 15 - Dec. 31, to non-federally
qualified hunters is mot acceptable. limiting bunting to any months other than Oct. 15
- g, 31 ihould be condidered a complete shut dosn as this is the caly period o henter
cam actually hunt and experience the calling of a deer, during the rutting season. Any
regulation changes made should include some champes to the federally qualified uvser as
well, mot all but some sre doing as mech dewage to the rescurce with issediste access
and extended hunt seasons as the non-federally qualified user who has limited access and
shorter harvest seasens. Alse as I wnderstand These propeials have no Basis, there is no
evidence of a resource shortage or that non-federally qualified users on federal lands
are having an actual impact on federally gualified user's abdility to harvest adequate
supplies of deer in the specified areas. I hope you will take these comsents into
consideration and reject these proposals.

Thank you,
Richard Harris

P.0, Box 32403
Jumeau, Alaska 99803

Bigkard Farnis
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