
Addendum to the August 31, 2016, Memorandum of Understanding 

By and Between 

The United States Department of the Interior 

and 

The State of California Natural Resources Agency 

Regarding 

The Coordination of Activities to Manage the Salton Sea 

Whereas the Parties to the August 31, 2016, Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) have 
worked assiduously since its adoption to better identify actions and strategies that can further the 
purposes of the MOU; and 

Whereas the Parties wish to ensure that there is a seamless and continuous effort in furtherance 
of the goals of the MOU during 2017, given the end of the mitigation flows identified in the 
2003 Quantification Settlement Agreement (QSA) agreements, the importance of actions to 
support implementation of existing Colorado River conservation actions, and additional actions 
that may be taken in light of the ongoing historic drought on the Colorado River. 

Therefore, the Parties find and agree that it is appropriate to supplement the MOU as 
follows: 

1. The State of California (State) will coordinate with the Joint Powers Authority (JP A) 

parties to develop and implement a plan to facilitate and expedite use of the 
remainder of the JPA funds on projects to mitigate air quality impacts from emissions 
in the Salton Sea area resulting from the implementation of the QSA. The State will 
advocate, through the existing JP A budget process, for a plan that addresses air 
quality impacts as early as possible, while also maximizing cost-effective use of the 
funds to accomplish mitigation of air quality impacts. The State will consider 
strategies that will expend all the JP A funds by December 31, 2025, but such 
consideration will not foreclose strategies that extend the use of such funds beyond 
such date if such an approach is found to be more cost-effective and appropriate. 



2. The Parties will comply with all applicable requirements of the Federal Clean Air Act 
and all implementing rules and regulations in connection with potential air quality 
emissions from Salton Sea playa lands owned or managed by the Parties that are 
exposed as a result of decline in elevation of the Salton Sea. 

3. The State will adjust current targets for air quality and habitat projects at the Salton 
Sea when hydrology modeling is completed to reflect updated anticipated rates of 
exposure. 

4. The Parties will coordinate on opportunities for renewable energy and economic 
development in the Salton Sea area as part of the Phase I - 10 year plan. 
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