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Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DO 70510

February 212012

Secretary ken Salazar
Depariment of the intenior
1240 C Street, NW.
Washington DO 20240

Dhear Ken,

ALY

[ hope you will consider speaking to the Senate Praver Breakfast sometime in 201

you know, s group has been mecting for over sixty years, and 1118 a time when we drop thlF
-

L

Wi

partisan fabels and enjoy cur time together. [ know evervone would love to see yvou

his vear, Jeff Sessions and 1 lead the group, and 1 am responsible for lning up o 2

¢ folowing dates:
March 14
March 287

presenters on t

April 25"
May 167
June 6% o _—
bune 20 =
Ty ¥ L= =
Yaly 23 S g
s gets us enly through the August recess, but | don’t want o try to schedule that far nm‘o T
ot -w %
is ;% we

Phe doors epen at 8:00 am., but the first wave normally shows ap at about 8:1
iry 1o begim the program prompthy at 8:30 . and end by 9100 am. Typically, the, %"ﬁ’:i]\ﬁ has
about teen minutes, und most ke 1o tadk for about ten minutes and feave a Hitle Hme &t the end
fer guestions ond discussion. We do pot expect a theological discourse, but semething move
personal abowt vour Hire, family, or faith joumey.

Please let e know which dats works best on your cm‘i \’(wu van ;;«ziw::n'fs call me at 301

ca Bradley, at Beeeu E%r{.‘r(iim ai pr*’nr senate,pov.

34

r

smeerely,
Mb2a- %jsﬂw

Mark Pryor



REPRESENTATIVE §. DENNIS HASTERY SENATOR BILL FRIST
-yl Speaker. House of Representatives Senate Majorily Leades
- #Nﬁ'{{)g}IARRY CRAIG REPRESENTATIVE STEVE BUYER
““gbf‘mrm, Senate ad House Veterams' Affairs Conwnitices

LCS) SENATEOR NORM COLEMAN SENATOR MARK PRYOR
>< Peesudents, Senate Prayer Breakizsi
REPRESENTATIVE LINCOLN DAVIS REPRESENTATIVE TOM OSBORNE
Presidents. House Praver Breakiast

REPRESENTATIVE BOB GOODLATTE
Request the honor of your prescnce at
THE 2005 CONGRESSIONAL FLAG & INDEPENDENCE DAYS CELEBRATION

Theme: "HOME OF YHE BRAYE™
A Sailute to America’s Soldiers and Veterans
Tuesday, June 28, 2005
2:00 - 3:30 p.m,
Concert Prelude 1:20 p.m.
Caucus Room ~ 345 Cannon House Building
€ independence Avenue and New fersey Avenue, 5.E., Washington, D.C.

m Free Admission, RSVP 202.792.0700 or Fax 202-797-0771
Email: vanmmg@hotmail.com




ELH 6 o
Featuring TF
Eric Braeden (The Young and the Restless) and Mara Liasson (NPR and FOX News}). Hosts
With
Sopraro Brenda Tucker and Mezzo Soprano Jgy Bishat Singing “Flower Duet™ from “Lakme”
Soprane Charily Sunshine Singing “On This Day™ “God Bless America”
Soprano Sabrina Coleman Clack Singing "Home Sweet Home”

Tenor Antonio Giuliano Singing “Bring Him Home” from “Les Miserables™; “Funiceli Funicula”
Baritone Joe Harrell Singing “Battic Hymn of the Republic” and "The Veterans Hymn”
The Chorus Perlorming O Fortuna™ from “Carmina Burana”™; “God Who Gave Us Lile”

The Orchestra Playing "American Salute”™ {When Johnny Comes Marching Home): “Intermezzo”

from “Cavafleria Rusticana®, and the Finale of Tchatkovskys “1812 Overture”
And
Adrian Cronaver {Good Morning Vietnamj
lames "Moby™ Carney, (Moby in the Morning)
Representatives of our Troops, Veterans and Families

The VA-National Medical Musical Group Chorale and Symphony Orchestia

Victor Wahby, MD, Founder and Director

WITH PATRIOTIC AND INSPIRATIONAL READINGS 8Y
MEMBERS OF THE U.S. SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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United States Senators
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MATHIMAL PFRAYEE PRparbast D0 Denieg

November 13, 2017

Phe Thomble Ben Salazar
mecrotary of e Inenor
TR Sereer, NYY

oonshinuron, FY0 P23 000

Rdear Mo Becretry and Mess Salasae

O behalf of the Congressional Communtee, we have the pleasure of inviing vou 1o join ws for
thee 0wt MNatienal Praver Breakiast, which will be beld on Thursdee PFebruury 702013, a0 730 wom

the Wmhingion Hikton i Washanpgion, 1300

Yl Membors of Congress, the Peesident of the Unired Sares) and other aatonal loaders

gt s o

eaders dhroughour the Untted States and from more than M0 coantmes come inthe spure of

e our rrust i God and recopnize the recomatling power of praver Priends and

fendship o ser aside defferences and sk w buld and strengthen relanonships duough our Jove
o God and care for one another, Although we face remendous challenges cach day, our heans can :
be strengthened both mdridually and collectvely as we seek God's wisdom and guidance wopgether. ;

Your prompt response s essental and greatly apprecated. We hope vouw wall be able v jom us

For thes specmd occasion.

sncerciy,

Jeff Sessauns Aark Prvoy
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MARK PRYOR
ARKANSAS

COMMITTEES:
APPHOPHIAT:ONh

CD'«IHER(,E SUIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

HOWELAND SECURTTY AND
HOVERHHENTALAFFA}RS
SMALL BUSINESS AND
EFﬂHI:r‘HE'i[UHHH}P

Mnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

255 DiRkSEN SENATE OFFICE BuiLDimG
WasHINGTON, DT 20510
1202} 224-2353

500 PRESIDENT CLINTON AVENUE
SuiTe 401
LTTLE ROCK, AR 72201
{501} 3246336
Toww FREE: {877} 259-8602

hiip:/ipryar.senate.qov

June 11, 2009

ALHLES AND ADMINISTRATION

SELECT COHMITIEE ON ETHICS

Secretary Kenneth L. Salazar

United States Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar,

We miss you here in the Senate, but we are all very proud of you and the work you are
doing at the Department of the Internior. I know the department has many challenges, but you
have my confidence and my support,

Please accepl this letter as a formal invitation to visit Hot Springs National Park.

The hot springs of Arkansas have the distinction of becoming the first ever federal
rescrvation in 1832, That is four years before statehood. In the past, the city of Hot Springs and
the Park Service have enjoyed a healthy symbiotic relationship. This close partnership is
legendary and, in fact, the first national park director, Steven T. Mather, asked the city to change
its name to Hot Springs National Park, Arkansas back in 1918. 1 have always felt that Hot
Springs National Park and Hot Springs, Arkansas, had an exemplary relationship that was a
model of cooperation and harmony.

Given the federal government's 177 year history with Hot Springs, we would gladly
welcome you to visit one of the nation’s great nationa! parks, | know that you have a very busy
schedule, but [ might suggest something in the August time frame. In addition to the Hot
Springs National Park visit, 1 hope you will consider seeing other sites in our slate. 1will be glad
to work with your office on the details of the trip.

Cordially,

Mz (Qm/on—-

Mark L. Pryor

P.S. 1hope yoh will also cdﬁérdéf ws}mng thc Little Rock Central High School Museum and
Visitor Center. It focuses of 3 {F%’ﬂﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂ;fl’apter in our nah@a Tsﬂ)g +l

SERIENEY



Cangress of the United States
Waslington, BE 20513

April 13, 2013

The Honorable Safly Jewell
Secretary

U.8, Depariment of the Imterior
1849 C Street, Northwest
Washington, D.C, 20240

Dear Secretary Jewell,

We write in regard to Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 funding for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(FWS) National Fish Hatchery Operations. We strongly support our nation’s mitigation fish
hatcheries and request that they be fully funded for FY 2013,

The U.S. FWS National Fish Hatchety Operations account has historically supported two
mitigation hatcheries in Arkansas — Greers Ferry and Norfork. According to the U.S. FWS,
these two hatcheries received approximately $1.5 million in federal funding in FY 2012 and
were responsible for a total local economic impact of approximately $166 million. Further, these
hatcheries support an estimated 2,000 jobs in rural Arkansas and generate approximately $5.8
miilion in federal fax revenues, We believe that a program costing the federal government an
estimated $1.5 million annually and resulting in an estimated $166 million in economic output
annuaily should serve as a model for other federal programs.

Pubtic Law 113-6 requires the Department of Interior and many other Federal agencies to submit
a spending, expenditure, or operating plan for FY 2013, Within those plans, we request that the
U.8. FWS ensure that there is sufficient funding to provide for the continued operation of the
mitigation fish hatcheries.

Congress addressed mitigation fish hatchery funding in FY 2012 through H.Rept.112-331, which
accompanies P.L. 112-74. This report states that “future budger requests must ensure that
Federal partners have committed to make sufficient funding available to reimburse the Service
before the Service proposes to eliminate funding for mitigation hatcherics so that operations at
these hatcheries are not disrupted.” We request that the FY 2013 spending, expenditure, and
operating plan reflect the intent of Congress on this issue.



Thank you for your time and attention to this matter, We look forward to your response. Please
do not hesitate to contact us if we can provide additional information.

Sincerely, |

NM&” %{M‘f«m

ter John Boozman

Senator Mark Pryor

Congressman Rick Crawford



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Washington, D.C. 26246

MAY -2 201

The Honorable Joha Boozman
Linited States Senals
Washington, DC 20510

Brear Senator Boozman:

Thank you for your letier of April 15, 2013, to Interior Secrelary Jeweli, co-signed by Senator Mark
Pryor and Congressman Rick Crawford, expressing concerns with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service’s (Service} Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 budget and operating plan and its impact on the future
operations of Greers Ferry and Norfork National Fish Hatcheries in Arkunsas. Secretary Jewell
requested that the Service respond directly to you

The Service shares vour views about the economic and recreational benefits provided by the
oroduction of fish at these mitigation hatcheries. In the past decade, the Service intensified efforis
10 obtain reimbursement for mitigation fish production so the National Fish Hatchery System base
funds could be redirected to recovery and restoration of native species and their habitats, The
President's FYZ2G12 budget proposed that mitigation fish hatcheries be funded by the Federal
agencies that operate the projects for which the mitigation is occwving. This type of user-pay
appreach would allow federal water development agencies 10 mitigate for the adverse effects of
their projects. The President's FY2013 and FY2Z014 budgets propose Gie same user-pay approach.

in the FY2013 continuing resolution, funds have becn provided for the Army Corps of
Engineers and the Berean of Reclamation to reimburse the Service for these costs, The
Service has signed an agreement with the Tennessee Vailey Authority ta obtain
reimbursement as well. We're pleased to respond that mitigation fish production at the
Arkansas hatcheries s funded through the combination of reimbursement funding and the
Service’s FY2013 operating plan

The Service supports production of fish for these important reereationa! fisheries. However, the
Service believes responsible agencics should reimburse for the eost of these fish. In these tight
budget times, the Service is funding the highest aquatic species conservation priorities,

If you have any questions please contact me directly or have your staff contact
Mr. Jeffrey Underwood, the Service’s Acting Assistant Director for Fish and Aquatic Conservation
at (202) 208-5317.

DIRECTOR
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United States Depariment of the Interior

FISH AND Wil DLIFE SERVICE

Washingion, {00, 20244

MAY -2 2013

The Honorable Mark Pryor
United States Senate
Washington, [} 20310

Diear Senator Pryor:

Thank you for your letter of Apri} 15, 2013, to Interior Secretary Jewell, co-signed by Senator John
Boozman and Congressman Rick Crawford, expressing concerns with the U.S, Fish and Wildlife
Serviee's {Service) Fiscal Year (FY} 2013 budget and operating plan and its impact on the future
operations of Greers Ferry and Norfork National Fish Haicheries in Arkansas. Secretary Jewell
requested that the Service respond directly fo vou.

The Service shares your views about the economic and recreational benefits provided by the
production of fish at these mitigation hatcheries. In the past decade, the Service intensified ¢fforts
to ohtain reimbursement for mitigation fish production so the Natonal Fish Hatchery System base
tunds could be redirected 10 recovery and restoration of native species and their habitats. The
President's FY2012 budge: proposed that mitigation fish hatcheries be funded by the Federal
agencies that operate the projects for which the mitigation is occurring. This type of user-pay
approach would allow federal water development agencies to mitigate for the adverse eftects of
their projects. The President's FY2013 and FY2014 budgets propose the same user-pay approach.

In the FY2013 continuing resolution, funds have been provided for the Army Corps of
ingineers and the Burezu of Reclamation to reimburse the Service for these costs. The
Service has signed an agreement with the Tennessee Valley Autherity to obtain
reimbursement as wetl, We're pleased 1o respond that mitigation fish production at the
Arkansas hatcheries is funded throogh the combination of reimbursement funding and the
Service’s FY2013 operating plan.

The Service supports praduction of fish {or these important recreational fisheries. However, the
Service believes responsible agencies should reimburse for the cost of these fish, In these tight
budget times, the Service is funding the highest aguatic species conservation priorities.

If you have any questions please contact me directly or have yvour stafi contact
Mr, Jeffrey Underwood, the Service’s Acting Assistant Director for Fish and Aquatic Conservation
at (202) 208-5317.

DIRECTOR



United States Departiment of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Washington, 3.0, 202485

MAY - 2 2013

The Honerable Rick Crawford
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Representative Crawflord:

Thank you for your letter of Aprilf 15, 2013, {o Interior Secretary Jewell, co-signed by Senators Mark
Prvor and John Boozman, expressing concerns with the 1.8, Fish and Wildlife Service's (Service)
Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 budget and operating plan and its impact on the future operations of Greers
Ferry and Norfork National Fish Hatcheries in Arkansas. Secretary Jewell requesied that the Service
respond directly io you.

The Service shares your views about the cconomic and recreational benefits provided by the
production of fish at these mitigation hatcheries. In the past decade, the Service intensified efloris
to obtain reimbursement for mitigation fish production so the National Fish Hatchery System base
funds could be redirected to recovery and restoration of native species and their habitats. The
President’s FY2012 budpet proposed that mitigation fish hatcheries be funded by the Federal
ageneies that aperate the projects for which the mitigation is occurring. This type of user-pay
approach would allow federal water development agencies o mitigate for the adverse effects of
their projects. The President's FY 2013 and FY 2014 budgets propose the same user-pay approach,

{n the FY2013 continuing resolution, funds have been provided for the Army Corps of
Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation to reimburse the Service for these costs. The
Service has signed an agrecment with the Tennessee Valley Authority 10 oblain
reimbursement as well. We’re pieased 1o respond that mitigation fish production at the
Arkansas hatcheries is funded through the combination of reimbursement funding and the
Service's FY2013 operating plan,

The Service supports production of fish for these importent recreational lisheries. However, the
Service believes responsible agencies should reimburse for the cost of these fish. In these tight
budget times, the Service is funding the highest aguatic species conservation priorities.

1f you have any questions please contact me directly or have your staff contact
Mr. Jeffrey Underwood, the Service's Acting Assistant Director for Fish and Aquatic Conservation
at (202) 208-5317.

DIRECTOR



Gongress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

Novemher 15,2012
The Honorable Ken Salazar The Honorabie Daniel M. Ashe
Secretary Director
U.S. Department of the Interror ULS. Fish and Wildlife Service
1849 C Strect, NW 4401 N, Fairfax Drive, Suite 300
Washington, DC 26246 Arlington, VA 22203

Dear Secretary Satazar and Director Ashe:

We have been made aware of a recent decision by the ULS. Fish and Wildlife Service
{FWS5) to view “ratoon,” or second growth, crops that have been rolled as baited fields, We are
concerned that this interpretation will unfairly penalize Arkansas farmers and sporismen simply
trecause the farmers have followed standard agricultural practices. As you can imagine, this wili
have 2 detrimental fmpact on Arkansas’s economy. We respectfully request that you review this
decision and ask for leniency in its enforcement for the reasons stated helow,

Az is common and long-established agricultural practice, Arkansas farmers rol] the
remaining stubble after harvesting their rice to return nutrients to the soil. This practice is
recognized as “normal” agricultural practice and, in fact, recommended by the University of
Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service. Further, the FWS website directs those with questions
on what farming practices are considered “normal” to contact their respective state’s Cooperative
Extension Service office. To that end, untif fast week, a farmer would have been misinformed by
the Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service about rolling stubble,

Ratoon crops are rare in Arkansas, occurring when unusual weather conditions allow for
regeneration of the crop without any further action by the farmer. While each of the past two
years have allowed some ratoon cropping in Arkansas, it is much more common for Arkansag
farmers to raise only one crop of Hce or corn per year, Many Arkanses farmers and duck hunters
have already rolled and flooded their rice fields, and we do not wani (0 see them penalized
because of an administrative decision concerning ratoon crops that regenerated without any
action by the farmer,

Arkansas is proud to be the home of one of the most important migratory waterfowl
wintering areas ajong the Mississippi Flyway. Additionally, waterfow! hunting contributes
almost $100 million annually to Arkansas’s economy.

As you are aware, Arkansas’s waterfowl season opens on Saturday, November 17, 2012,
While there are efforts underway to inform farmers and sportsmen of FWS’s interpretation of the

regulations concerning ratoon ¢rops, we are concerned that many will be caught off guard and
subject to penalties for simply following customary agricultural and hunting practices.

HRECTED UGN RECYCLED PAPER



The Honorable Ken Salazar
The Homorable Daniel M. Ashe

Page 2 of 2

November 15, 2012

We arc happy to work with FWS to clarify the laws and regulations concerning ratoon
crops and baiting. However, given that Arkansas’s waterfow] season opens in under a week, we
request that you review FWS’s interpretation of the regulations and provide leniency o Arkansas
farmers and sportsman to prevent an unfair and unnecessary disruption of the state’s waterfowl
season, which would significantly affect the state’s economy.

We appreciate your consideration and attention to this important issue.

Sincerely,

Maoe Royen Mo R

Mark Pryor \Ji \J
United States Senator nited States Senator

DL e In W
Rick Crawford = Tim Griftin f
Member of Congrest Member of Congregf #

Coees St

Steve Womack \
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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United States Department of the Intert

Tha 33'@;*@:‘&%10 Mark Pryvor
Ulnstied States Senute
Yo E‘ifsuox?, PHD 26516

Drear Senator Pryon:

Thuns you for your fetter of November 15, 2012, to Seeretany of the Interior Satarar, concerning
walerfow! hunting over second-growth orops that have been rojled. The Secretury has asked that the 115,
Fish and Wildiife Service to respond directly tovou,

The herviee understands the difTiculty farmiers face In the situation you have described. While we
contamily consider the ¢ircwmstances under which potential viclations of conservation laws occur, the
Service must also enforce Federal baiting regulations fairly, accurately, and unifonnly, according to
aecepled rules of law, The Service’s positton in this matter is consistent with previous application of tese
regilations in other parts of the country,

Under 16 150, 70480y 11 it is unlawful to take misratory game birds by the aid of baiting, or on or ove
o bulied arca. where 3 person knows or reasonahly should know that the area is batted. Nothing prohibits
spking waterfowt over unharvested standing croplands, flooded glanding croplands or croplands where
seeds or grains have been scatiered soleby as the result of 5 normal agricultural planting, harvesting, post.
harvest manipuiation or normal soil stabHization practice. In the repuiafions inplementing this statute, o
normal spricultural planting, harvesting, or post-harvest manipulation is defined as a plasting or
fiarvesting underiaken {or the purpose of producing or gathering a crop, or mamipuiation after such harvos
and renonad of grain, that s conducted in accordance with official recommendations of State Extension
Specialists of the Cooperative Extension Service of the US. Department of Agricubture,

White bunting my vecur over a fickd which has been harvested or manipuliaied, hunting say aot oceer
pver 4 ratonn crop that is established and proditcing grains, oniess the grain s removed or barvested, The
University of Arkanvas Cooperarive Extension Service's website offers a Hink to a brochure entitied

“Wanerlow! Habitat Manapement Handbook for the Lower Mississippt Vallev.” which vefers w vatoaning
st page 13 and states, ~You cannat manipulate ratoon crops o tunied areas, because this s baiting”
Unfortanately, possible misinformation has created problems and concerns with respect 0 waterfowd
hunting i ziw State, Oar pogition on this issue, however, must be consistent with nur position on all
baiting msues, Only through tair and unsform enforcement of migratory game bird hunting regulanons
can the Department effectively support both the sport, of waterfow! hunting and the conservation ot
wagrmiary bivds for Asmericans o euioy today and in the fulure,

Hvan woulkd Hike fo discuss this matier further please do not besitnte to contact me at (7023 2084717

\ Sipcerely,
. P
%ﬂ é@@ WA { daA

HRECTOR
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Linted ent of the Interior

The Hongrable Mike Ross 3
House of Repfrrsesz%v; 5
Kashington, T 29815

Droar Represenintive Hoss:

Thank vou for vour letter of November 15, 2012, to Secretary of the Interior Salazar, concerning
witertow! Bunting over seeond-growth eraps that have been rolled. The Secretary has asked tha tdw U5,
Pishand Wildiife SBervice to respond dircetly o vou,

The Service anderstands the difficuity farmers fave o the situation you have described. While we
certuinly consider the chvumstances under which potential violations of conservation laws oceur. the
Service must also enforee Federal baiting regulations fairly, accurately. and eniformly, sccording %{ﬁ
aveepted rules of law. The Service™s position in this matter is conststont with previous application of these
regulattions in other parts of the countey.

Ugdor 16 ULS.C. TOHBY 1) it is unlawtul to ke migratory game birds by the aid of baiting, or an or over
a baited arca, where a person knows or reasonably should know that the area s baited, Nothing probnbus
taking waterfowl over unbarvested standing croplands, Mooded standing ceoplands or croplands where

sovds oF grains have been sealtored solely as the result of a normal agricultural planting, harvesting, post-
farvest manipulation or ponnal soif stabilization practice. In the regulations implementing this statufe, o ;
aovma! agriculivret planting, harvesting, or post-harvest manipulation is defined as a planting or :
harvosting widdertaken for the purpose of producing or pathering a erop, or manipuiation afier such harvesd
and removal of grain, that is conducted la aceondiance with official recommendauions of State Extension
Spevialists of the Cooperative Extension Service of the ULS. Department of Agriculture,

Wihils husding may ccaur over a field which has been harvested or znampmum, hunting say oot ecay
BVEE A AN erap that [ established and producing grains, unless the grain s removed or harvested, The
University of Arkapsas Cooperative Extension Service's website offers a Hnk to 4 brochure entitled
“Waterfow! Habitat Management Handbook for the Lower \eﬁ%méupi Valley,” which refers o ratooning
e page 13 and stages, “You casaot manipulate ratoon erops in humied arcas. because this is baiting ™

Unfortunately, possible misinformation has created problems and concems with regpect 1o waterfowl
hunting 0 the State. Our position on this fssue, however, must be consistent with our position on alt
baiting issuss. Oy through faiv and wniform enforcement of migratory game bird husting regulations
cart the Department eifectively support both the sport of waterfiowd hunting and the conservation of
migratory birds for Americans to enjoy today and in the future,

y g

Hovou souid fike 1o discass s matter further please 9o not hesitate to contact me at {2025 2084717, :

\'\ Sineercly,
L2 0w O

DIRECTOR




The Hotwomble Steve Womack
House of Reprosentatives
Washinglon, DO 2518

Dicar Reprosomative Womacek:

Thank vou for vour letter of Noverber 13, 2812, 10 Secretary of the Interior Saluzar, concerning
waterfow! bunthug over second.growth erops that bave been rotled. The Seuretary has asked that the U5,
Fish and Wildhfe Service o respond direstly 1o vou

Fhe Service understands the dd¥iculty fatmers face in the situation vou have deseribed. While we
sertaanly consider the circumstances under which potential vinlations of conservation fews ooour, the
Service must also enforee Foderal baiting regufations fairly, acceurately, and uniformly, according o
accepred rules of law. The Service's position in this matter ts consistent with previous application of these
regiiations i other parts of the country.

Under 16 US.C 7040011 i03s usfawiul to take migratory game birds by the ald of haiting, or on or over
a baited area, wheve a person knows or reasonably shoald know that the area is balied. Nothing prohibits
faking waterfow! pver unharvested stading croplands, floaded standing croptands ov eroplands where
seadds or grains have been scattered solely as the result of 1 normal agricultueal planting. harvestiog. pust-
harvest manipolation or normal soif stabilization practice. In the regulations implementing this statule, &
normal sgricnliural planting, harvesting, or post-harvest manipulation is defined a< 2 planting or
harvesting undertaken for the purpose of producing or gathering a ceop, or manipulation after such harvess
amad removal of grain, that s conducted in sccordance with official recommendations of State Exiensdon
Specialists of the Cooperative Extension Service of the LS. Department of Agriculture.

Whils hunting may ovcur over 2 field which bas been barvested or manipulated, bunting may 5ol oceur
over i ratoen crop tal i3 established and producing grains, uniess the grain is removed or barvesied. The
University of Arkansas Cooperative Fxtension Service's wehsite offors u fink 1o 2 brochure entitled
“Woaterfow! Habitat Management Handbook for the Lower Mississippi Valley ™ which vefers w ratooning
an page 13 and Slates, Y on cannol manipulale ratoon craps b husted areas, becguse this is baiting.”
Undortunately, possibie misinformation has created prohlems and concerns with respect to witerfowl
rting in the State. Our position on this Bssue, however, must be consistent with our posttion o all
Dailing issues. Onby through faie and uniform enforeement of wigratory game bird hunting regulations
can the Depariment eflectively suppor! both the sport of waterfow! hunting and the conservation of
migraiory bivds for Americans to enjoy today and in the future.

e

H vou would like to discuss this matter further please do not hesitaze to contact me ar {2023 2084717

™,

\ Sincerely,

E -
DIRECTOR
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he Honovable Tim Gritfin
House of Represematives
Vashingron, T3 26515

Diear Representgtive Griffin

1 4

§'h::,-n§; ver for your letter of November 15, 2012, to Seeretary of the Interior Salazar. concerning
vaterfow] hunting over second-growth crops that have been rolled. The Secrctary has asked dat the U5,
E ish and Wildiife Service to respond divectly to vou,

The Servier understands the difficulty fanmers face In the situation you have deseribed. While we
cerininly consider the circumstances under which potential violations of conservation laws oceur, the
Service must also enforee Peders! baiting reguiations fairly, accurately, and uniformiy, aceording 1o
aceepted viles of faw, The Service’s position in this matter is consistent with previous apphication of these
regulations i other parts of the country,

Umder 16 ULS.CTO4(B K 1) it is uniawiul 1o take migratory game birds by the aid of baiting, or on or over
# baited area, where a person knows or reasonably should know that the area is baited. Nothing prohibits
kg waterfoowt over unharvested standing eroplands, flooded standing croplands or croplands where
seeds of grains have been scattered solely as the result of a normad agriculivral planting, harvesting, posi-
harvest manipulation or normal sot! stahilization practice. In the reguiations implementing this statute, &
nerpet] agriculra! plasting, harvesting, or post-harvest manipuiation is defined as 2 plaming or
harvesting underfaken for the purpose of producing or gathering a crop, or manipulation after sueh harvest
and removal of gram, that s conducted in accordance with official recommendations of State Extensson
spevdists of the Cooperative Extension Service of the 1.5, Department of Agricuiiure.

While humting may oocur over 2 fleld which has been harvesied or manipulated, hunting may not ocour
over & ratoon orop that is esimblished and producing prains. unless the grain 15 removed or harvested. The
University of Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service’s website offers a link 1o 2 brochure entitked
“Waterfow! Habital Management Handbook for the Lower Mississippi Vatlev,” which refers 10 ratoorang
s parae 13 and smates, You caniot manipulate ratoon Srops in bunted arcas, because this i baitiag ™

Unioruanately, possible misinformation has oreated problems and concerns wah respeet to waterfowi

bunting 1o the Stte, Che position on this issee. however, must be consistent with our pasifion o alf

halting issees. Only throuph fair and uniform enforcement of migratary game bird huating reguistions

can the §)c;>mmeﬁi effectively support baoth the sport of waterfowl hunting and the conservation of
migratory birds for Amencans w enpoy today and in the future,

I vone woukd Hhe lo discusy this matter further please do not hesitate o contact me at (202 1084717

S, Sincerelhy,

Y 0w Ot

DIRECTOR

—
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The Honorable Rick Crawiord
Viouse of Represcatatives
Woashingron, I 515

Prear Representative Crawtord

Thark vou Tor your letter of November 15, 2012, 1o Seoretary of the Duerior Salazar. concerning
vaatertowt nting over second-growth crops that bave been rolled. The Secretary has asked thar the LS
Fish and Wildlite Service o respond directly to you.

The service understands the difficabty farmers tace in the shwation vou have deseribed. While we
vortinly consider e vircumsiances urder which potential violations of conservation aws ocour, the
service must also enforcee Federal baiting regulations fairly, accurately, and uniformly, according to
accepted rules of faw, The Service’s position in this matter 14 consistent with previous application of these
reguiions 1 other pasts of the couptry.

Uigdor 16 UL CL 70EhE Y, B is unlawful to take migratory game birds by the sid of baiting, or on o over
2 basted area. where a person knows or reasonably should know that the area s baited. Nothing profubis
trhing waterfow! over undarvested standing eroplands, fooded standing eroplands or croplands where
sends or graims have been scaliered solely as the resalt of a nonms! agricoltural plantiog, harvesting, post-
harvest maripulanon or normal soil stabilization practice. I the regulations implementing this statute, u
normal agricultural planting, harvesting, or post-harvest manipulation is defined as a planting or
harvesting undertaken for the purpose of producing or gathering a crop, or manipulation after such harvest
and removal of grain, that is conducted in sccordance with official recommendations of Stute Extension

Speciahsts of the Cooperative Extension Service of the ULS, Department of Agricuiture.

Wheie hunting may oscur over a Teld which has beon harvestod or manipulated, hunting may not oecwr
over 4 ratoon crop ihat is esiablisbed and producing grains. unless the grain s removed or harvested. The
Vniversity of Arkansas Cooperative Extension Serviee™s website ofters a fink to a brochure entitied
“Waterfow] Habitat Mansgement Handboaok for the Lower Missisgipp Valley.” which refors 1o ratoomng,
v pape 13 and staies, 7Y ou caniot manipolate rateon crops in hunted areas, because Gis is batting.”

Unfortunately, possibie osinformation has created problems and concems with respect 1o waterfowd
hunting 10 the State, Our position v this issue, however, must be consistent with our pasition on 2l
baiting issues. Umly through fair and uniform enforcement of migratory game bird hunting reguiations
can the Uepartment effectively support both the sport of waterfowl hunting and the conservation of
niigratory birds for Americans 1o enjoy today and in the future.

H vow wouhd Bke o discuss this matter further please do not hesitate to contact me at (2025 2084717,
e -
KN Stncerely.

Ty

L O Ot

DIRECTOR
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United States Department of the Interior

The Honorable John Boozman
Lintted States Sepate
Washington, DO 20516

Vieay Sesator Booyman;

Thank vou for vour letter of November 13, 2012, 1o Secretary of the Interier Salazar, concerning
waterfow! hunting over second-growth crops that have been rofled. The Secretary has ssked that the US
Fish and Wildlife Service 1 respond directly to vou,

The Service understands the difficulty farmers face n the situation you have described. While we
certainly consider the circumstances under which potential violations of conservation faws oceur, the
Service must also enforee Federal baiting regulations fairly, accurately. and uniformly, according to
sveepted rules of law, The Service's position in this matier is consistent with previous application of these
regulations in other parts of the country.

Under 16 U.S.CL704(b3 1), it is unlawful to take migratory game birds by the aid of bating, or on or over
& baited area, where a person keows or reasonably should know that the area is baited. Nothing probibitg
taking waterfow! over unharvested standing eroplands, flooded standing croplands or eroplands where
seeds or grains have been scattered solely as the result of @ normal agricultural planting, harvesting, post-
harvest maniputation or normal soil stabilization practice. In the regulations implementing this statute, 5
pormal sgricuttaral planting. harvesting, or post-harvest manipulation is defined as a planting or
harvestimg undertaken for the purpese of producing or gathering a crop, or manipulation afier such harvest
ard removal of grain, that is conducted in accordance with official recommendations of State Exiension
Specialists of the Cooperative Extension Service of the ULS. Department of Agriculiure.

While buniing may oceur over a field which has been harvested or manipulated, hunting may not oceur
over @ vatoon crop that is established and producing prains, unless the grain is removed or harvested. The
University of Arkansas Cooperative Exiension Service™s wehsite offers a link 1o a brochure entitied
“Waterfow! Habitat Management Handbook for the Lower Mississippi Valley.” which refers to ratooning
on page 13 and states, “You cannol manipulate ratoon crops in hunted areas, because this is baiting.”

Unfortunately, possible misinformation has created problems and concerns with respect to waterfow!
hunting in the State, Our position on this issue, however, must be consistent with our position on all
batting issues. Cnly through fair and uniform enforcement of migratory game bird hunting regulations
can the Depariment effectively support both the sport of waterfow! hunting and the conservation of
migratory birds for Americans t© enjoy today and m the future,

[ vou would like to discuss this matter further please do not hesitate to contact me at (202) 2084717,

Sincerely,

YA I

[HRECTOR




United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Washington, D.C. 20240
hep A www.blm. goy

AUG 2 3 2012

The Honorable Mark Pryor
United States Senate
Washinglon, DC 20510

Dear Senator Pryor;

Thank you for your August 3, 2012, letter regarding the Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
Wild Horse and Burro Advisory Beard {Board). 1 appreciate your support for appointing
Fred Woehl, Jr., 10 the Board. His nomination, along with others for this Board, is proceeding
through the selection process.

The Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act established this Board of citizens who represent
various interests. including wild horse and burro advocacy groups. rescarch institutions,

- veterinariang, natural resource organizations, humane advocacy groups, wildlife associations,
livestock organizations, and members of the public with a special knowledge of equine hehavior.
The Board is solely advisory, and the BLM greatly values the contributions ot its members.

Thank you for your interest in the Wild Horse and Burro Advisory Board,

Sincerely,

Mike Poot
Acting Director



MARY PRYOR 25
i T 1 2, Y
Limted States Senate
WASHINGTON, DC 76510
Aungust 3, 2012
‘The Honorable Ken Salazar
Department of the Jnterior
1840 € Street. NW
Washington DC 20240
=

Doair Secretary Salazar, i
nonresponsive

I write te vou today 10 recoinmend Mr o serve on the naiional Wild

Horse and Burro Advisery Board (Advisory Board), Enclosed is a copy o7 [gle]gl =1 ponsive -

nomination fetter and resume,

nonresponsive

Yoibtmanion Booe s bbbyt
EOOiove al ssound aad il nlpo

e nonresponsive i . i
With Mr, -‘:.‘.3;355': and depth ef experience, |
rspective o the work ol the Advisery Board. and 1 am happy 1o recommend him i | oun

I
provide any further information, please do not hesitate o contact me. Thank vou [or vour Linn

and consideration

Sincerely.
M CQO«/M———»

Mark Prvor

"y

Unclosures (0

(v sheron Kipping, Wild Horse and Burro Program. Burcan of Land Management



Ms. Sharon Kipping

Wild Herse and Burro Program

Department of Interior/BLM

1849 C Street, N.W. Room 2134 LM, WO-260
Washington, B.C. 202040

Dear Ms. Kipping,

Please accept this as a nomination letter for the Wild Horse and
Burre Advisory Board.

Name:
Address:

nonresponsive

Email:
Phone :

Enclosed is my educational background, relevant bicgraphical
information, references and endorsements.

There are two categories I am highly qualified to fill: Public

interest {with special knowledge of wild horses and burros) and
Livesteck Management.

I believe I am unique qualified to serve on the Bureau of Land
Management's Wild Horse and Burro National Advisory Board.



The controversial issues involved requires someone who has
experience in working with groups and individuals with polar opposite
opinions and finding the middie ground,

nonresponsive




and other venues. I fully understand the problems facing BLM and
the mustangs. I have completed compliance reviews, handled
problem cases and represented BLM at events. I have trained and
owned horses for a lifetime and have worked with or have had
contact with the groups concerned with the welfare of horses. My
knowledge, skills and experiences will encble me to work with these
groups in a positive manner.

Thank you for your consideration.
nonresponsive




nonresponsive




nonresponsive




nonresponsive




Educational background:

nonresponsive
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Lnited States Senate
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Febroary 21, 2012

o

Seuretary Ken daiazar
Department of the Bnterior
[R49 O Street, NW,
Washington DO 20240

Pear Ren.

{ hope vou will comsider speaking 1o the Senate Prayer Breakiast sometnne n 2012, As
s group has been meeting for over sixty yeers, and 111s a time when we drop thet
"

wvol kpew, this
partisan labels and enjoy our thme together. T know everyone would love 1o see you —
—
I

This vear, Telt Sessions and 1 lead the group, and | am responsible for lining up our

sresenters an the following dates:
March 147
March 287
April 25"

May 16
June 6% e
tune 20 =
fuly 117 , ?{% =0
Juky 25" O ?}
Fhis pets us only deough the August recess, but | don’t want to Wy to schedule tha ?m “*5: ?g
oE 7

Phe doors ppen at B:00 am., but the first wave normally shows up at ahout §§ 15 a S e
O aan. and end by 9:00 aan. Typically, the: cpeakw huas

C10 begn the program prompiiy at 873
and most Bke o talk for about ten imnutes and leave a e tene a8 the end

o, We do not expect a theclogcal discourse, but something more

FEL
iy

about fiicen mHoukes,
{or questions and discussi
personal about vour bfe, famy, or taith jourmcy

Please el me know which date works best on vour end. You can alwavs call me a1 341
pov, or i vou'd prefer, email oy scheduier

TRE-A8E or email me at MLDPovorgpryor, ;jxj;’je’i&?
Becea Bradiey, at Begea Dradieyiop

Sincerely

Mark Frvor
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REFERRAL COMMENTS:

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
H E EATaR Y
MEDEA: LETTER

BDOCUMENT DATE: December 15, 2011

TC: PRESICENT OBAMA
FROM: THE HONCRABLE MARK PRYOR
URITED STATES SENATE

WASHINGTON, DC 20514
SUBJECT, REQUESTS THAT THE PRESIDENT FY13 BUSGET PROPOSAL FOR THE LS,

FISH AND WILOLUIFE SERVICE CONTAIN ADEGUATE FUNDING FOR THE
DOPERATION OF MITIGATION FISH HATCHERIESR

COMMENTS:

FROBEFT AUTION D EBSENTIAL - IF REQUIRED ATTION HAS HOT BEEN TAKEH WITHIN § WORKING DAYE OF RECERPT,
URLESS OTHERWISE STATED, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE UNDERSIGNED AT {207} 455-2500.
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BOO% 85, OFFICE OF RECORDS MARAGEMENT - THE WHITE HOUSE, 20800
FOX A DOPY OF REPONSE TO: 1202) 4555881
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OATE RECEIVED: December 19, 2011 CASE iD: 1071880
NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE MARK PRYOR

SUBJECT: REQUESTS THAT THE PRESIDENT FY13 BUDGET PROFOSAL FOR THE U B, FISH AND
WILDLIFE SERVICE CONTAIN ADEQUATE FUNDING FOR THE OPERATION OF MITIGATION

FigH HATCHERIES
N — _ T R
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Wnited DSrates Denate

‘!.*‘beﬁgﬁ %TG& Lo 20510

December 15, 201

Presidens Barack Obama

Phe White House

L6G0 Penmsylvania Avenmue Northwest
Washiungton, D.C, 20300

flear Mr. President,

We write in regard to the impeortance of US. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) National Fish
Hatchery Operations. We request that your Fiscal Year (FY 2013 budget proposal for the U5,
FWS contain adequate funding {or the operation of mitigation f1gh hatcheries. This critical
prograrm is an cconamic engine that is important to the State of Arkansas and 1o the nation,

The LS. Fish and Wildlife Serviee’s National Fish Hatchery Operations accoumt has histarically
cupported two mitigation hatcheries in Arkansas - Greers Ferry and Norfork, These two
hatchenes receive approximaicly £1.6 mithion in annual federal funding. With $1.6 miflion in
Eederal support, these hatcheries are responsible {or creating an estimated 3150 million annualiv
in economic output. The Arkansag hziahmes; employ 14 115 FWS expents, support as many as

736 jobs inrural Arkansas. and aceording 1o Arkansas’s Department of Parks and Towrism,
genetaie approximately 335 mithon in federal tax reventes.

We understand the current budgetary constraints {ocing our nation, and we are aware of the many
wngh decisiony that st be made to put eur fiscal house in order. While these decisions are
made, it 18 important to remember the cconomic impact hudget outs have on rural comnunities.

We believe that a progras costing the federal government an estimated 1.6 mithon annualiy
and resuiting in 8150 million in total cconomic output should serve as a model for other Federa!
programs. Funding for mitigation fish harcheries should niot be jeopurdized by proposing
climination of the program in the Administration’s FY 2003 US FWS budget or by prt};wszm i
fond the batcheries through the activities of multiple federal agencies. The US, FWS mitigation
hatchertes are US, FWS faciiities and employ US. FWS employees. The U S, FWS shouid
budget appropriately 10 keep these hatcheries operating.



{hunk you for your time and aliention to this matter. We look forward to your response. Please
do not hesitate to contact us or our staffs if we can provide additional information.

Sincerely,

Masac < Yoyan M”‘ Rorman_

sepator Mark Pryor enator John Boozin

(¢ The Honorable Ken Salazar, Secretary of the Interior; The Honorable Dan Ashe, Director,
United States Fish and Wildlife Service; The Honorable Jo Ellen Darcy, Assistant Secretary of
Civil Works, Department of the Army

BERE
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United States Department of the Interior

FISEHAND WILBLI L SERVICE

Washington, (Y4 Zh2an

in Reply Refer Ta
FWSTAPHO PARCIYTS 850670 £ R

The Honomble Johin Booerman
Unped Siates Senate
Washingion, DO 20510

Prear Sengtor Boozman,

Thank you for your letter of Decomber 15, 201 1, w Prosident Barack Obama. co-signed by Senator Mark
Prvor, expressing concerns with the ULS, Fish and Wildhife Service™s {(Rervice) Fiscal Year (FYY 2013
budget proposal and s tmpact on the Bture operanions of Greers Ferry and Norfork National Fish
Hatcheries in Arkansas. The Whitehouse referred your fetter to the Department of the Interior Secrean
Salazar who requested that the Service respond divectiy W vou and we apologize for the delay.

The Serviee shares vour views about the economic and recrestional benefits provided by the production
of fish at these mitigation hatcheries. o the past decade. the Service intensified offorts 1o obtaio
reimbursement for fish mitigation production so the National Fish Hatchery Systens base funds coutd be
redirected tr recovery and restoration of native species and their habitats. The President’s Py 2012
budget proposed that mitigation fish hatcheries be funded by the Federal agencics that operate the projects
tor which the mitigation is occurring, This ivpe of fee-Tor-service sysiem wonld allow federal water
dovelopment agencies 1o mitigate For the adverse effects of their projects. The President’s FY 2013
budget proposes the seme fee-for-servive sysion.

{n the 2617 President’s Budget, funds huve been set aside Tor the Army Corps of Engineors and the
Bureau of Rectumation (o reimburse the Service for these costs. The Service is workimg with the
Pennessee Valley Authority o obtain reimbursement as well,

The Service supports production of fish for these important recreational fishenies. Howeyer, the Senviee
believes responsible agencies should roimburse for the cost of these fish, i these tght budget timas, the
Service is funding tie highest aguatic spacies vonservatton priovities,

Deputy ;ﬁiéﬁé?(:ﬂ{
xvf
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United States Department of the Interior

FESEE AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
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Wanhinion, P A Al
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PR AFHOS AR DTS Q30075

The Honorakle Mark Prvor
United States Senate
Washington, DO 20514

Plesr Sepator Prvor,

Thank you for vour letter of December 13, 2011, to President Barack Obama, co-signed by Senator fohn
Boozman, expressing concerns with the UK. Fish and Wildlife Service™s {(Bervice) Fiscal Yoar (FY3 2013
budget proposal and its wnpact on the future operations of Greers Ferry and Narfork National Fish
Hatcheries in Arkansas. The Whitehouse referred your letter to the Department of the fiterior Secretary
Satazar who requested that the Service respond directly o yvou and we apologize for the delay,

‘The Service shares your views abont the economic and reereational benefits provided by the production

of fish at these mitigation hatcheries, in the past decade. the Service intensified efforts to obiain
retmlnrsement Tor fish mitigation production so the National Fish Harchery System base funds could be
reditecied o recovery and restoration of native species and their kabitats. The President™s FY 2012
budget proposed that mitigation fish hatcheries be funded by the Federal agencies that operate the projects
for which the mitigation s oceurring. This type of fee-for-service svstem would allow federal vater
development agencies (o mitigate for the adverse effecis of their projects. The President’s FY 2013
tudgper proposes the same fee-for-service system.

fn the 2013 President’s Budget, funds kave been set aside for the Army Corps of Enginecrs and the
Bureau of Heclamation to reimburse the Service for these costs. The Service iz working with the
Tennessee Valley Anihority to obtam reimbursement ag well.

The Service supports production of fish for these important recrestional fisheries. However, the Senvice
believes responstble agencies should reimburse for the cost of these Bsh, In these tghs budget tmes. thy
Serviee is funding the highest aquatic species conservation priorities.

Sincerelv,




Congress of the Tnited States
Tiftashinglon, DE 20310

08210¢g

May 12, 2011

The Honarable Hillary Rodham Clinton The Honorable Kenneth [, Salazar

Secretary of State Secretary of the Interjor -

U.S. Department of State U.S. Department of the Interior =2

2201 C Street NW 1849 C Strwet, NW, mo

Washington, DC 20520 Washington, DC 20240 ~r
| B

Dear Secretaries Clinton and Salazar R

We are writing 1o foliow-up on the October 6, 2009 letter to Asgistant Secretaries.
Kurt Campbei} (I3OS/EAP) and Anthony M, Babautza (DOVOIA)} in which several of ug
requested assistance in developing policy options to manage the growing cost of providing
heaithcare to migrants 1o the U.S. from the Freely Associated States of the Republic of the
Marshal} Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, and the Republic of Palau (the
“FAS™). These costs, as well as other social service costs, are a consequence of the policy
estabiished under the Compact of Froe Association Act of 1985 (P.L. 99-239), and
continued under the Compact of Free Association Amendments Aet of 2003, (“CFAAA™
(P.1.. 108-188) which provide FAS citizens with the privilege of being admitied into the
United States “to lawfully engage in occupations, and establish residence as a
nonimmigrant.”

The earlier letier stated the belief that the policy of allowing FAS citizens to enter
the U.S. for work, study, and residence is sound. However, recent trends indicate that the
current implementation of that policy is unsustainable. FAS migrant’s increasing reliance
on social services in the United States, and the costs associated with that reliance, is greater
than was anticipated when the Compact was negotiated twenty five years ago, and it well
exceeds the 330 million provided under the CFAAA 1o defray these costs.

After consideration of possible options available, we believe that a portion of
Compact sector grant assistance should be utitized to mitigate the costs associated with
Compact migration. During the bilateral meetings to be held this summer, we ask thay the
United States Government formally express the concerns of the U.S. regarding compact
impact costs, and request formal adoption of the policies outlined below.

First, we believe it is important for potential FAS emigrants and those residing in
the 1.8, 10 understand that the privilege of entering the U.S. as 2 nonimmigrant is
primarily inteaded (o provide educational and empleyment opportunities, so that FAS
citizens can return home with skills and experience that will permit them o coniritute to



the development of their nations. Or, for those who remain in the 1.S., that they will obtain
steady employment and not become overly reliant on U.S, social programs. Specifically,
we request that a portion of Compact Education Sector grant funding be used to fund a
program to educate FAS citizens on the intent of the open migration policy and the
expectations of those who enter the U.S. under the Compact.

Second, it appears that the single greatest compact impact cost is for services to
those who need long-term medical treatment for conditions such as diabetes. Accordingly,
we request that a portion of the Infrastructure Sector and Health Sector grant funding be
comimitted to the establishrnent and operation of dialysis treatment facilities in the FSM
and the RMI so that patients will not need to seek treatment in the US.

Third, we believe that consideration needs to be given 1o reducing the number of
migrants who are likely to become a public charge. Accordingly, we request that the
bilateral meetings consider screening measures that could be implemented by the FAS
governments to reduce the rate of migration of persons who are likely to develop an over-
reliance on social services. ‘

Finally, we ask that you report to Congress by October 1, 2011 on the culcome of
the bilateral talks including the decisions made regarding the policies outlined above. It is
in the interest of all parties that the increasing costs of Compact migration be effectively
managed before they become a source of serious friction in relations.

We expect that these policies will be agreed to during the upcoming bilateral
meetings and that all parties will remain committed 1o the spirit of cooperation that has
ensured the success of the Compacts for twenty-five years.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of our requests.

Sincerely,

o ikrrn

{ isa Murkowski effPfibgaman
[1.S. Senator 118, Senator
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Daniel Akaka Daniel Inou

U.8. Senator 115, Senato



Mazl¢ Hirono
Member of Congress

|

Colleen Hangbusa
Member of Uongress

V.S Senator

€ The Honorable Lorin Robert
Secrewtary of Foreign Affairs
Federated States of Micronesia

The Honorable Johe Silk
Minisier of Foreign Affairg
Republic of the Marshall Istands,



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF INSULAR AFFATRS
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Assiatent Secretary

LT Ttk

The Honorable Daniel Inouye
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Inouye:

[ appreciate the opportunity to report on the U.S. Departnent of the Interior’s efforts to address
vour concerns rejated to the cost of providing health care and social services W migrants trom the
Freely Associated States (FAS}Y of the Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI), Federated States
of Micronesia (FSM), and Republic of Palau. Since receiving your May 12, 2011, Secretary of
the Interior Ken Salazar and I, have worked to engage stakeholders including the executive
leadership of the aflected jurisdictions, members of Congress, officials from the Freely
Associated States, and federal agencies.

Attention within the Department on the Compact migration issue has been enhanced. Along
with an assembled team of my scnior staff, | have initiated interagency and bilateral efforts to
develop short-to-long-term proposals that will strengthen relationships and enhance cooperation
under the Amended Compacts of Free Association with the RMI and FSM (P.L. 108-188) and
Compact of Free Association with Patan, The Department has dedicated significant hours and
funding to enable Office of insular Affairs (OIA) stall to travel to the FSM and affected
jurisdictions of Guam and Hawaii. Further, deliberate action has been taken to assemble the
appropriate staff and officials with the neccssary cxpertisc and knowledge to identify and discuss
considerations and complexities that may impact policy options. On multiple occasions, the
Department was informed that these meetings olien served as the first formal oceurrence for
officials from aflected jurisdictions, the FAS, and federal agencies to meet.

Prior to detaifing initiatives that the Department has compicted and will plan to undertake in ligh
of the May 12,2011 letter, | am providing updaies on meefings that focused on ways to belter
address health, cducation, and screening measures for citizens of the Freely Associated States.

I addition to the meetings listed below, OLA conducted a number of interagency mectings that
involved the Department of Defense (DoD), Departmaent of Health and Human Services {HHS),
Depariment of Homeland Security {DHS), and Department of State (State).

»  OnJune 10, 2011, my sendor stafl and | hosted a meeting with officials from the FAS that
included FSM Ambussador Yosiwoe George, RMI Charge d” AfTaires Charles Paul, and
Republic of Palau Ambassador Hersey Kyata, as well as staff from the U.S. Congress and
colleagues from the Department of State. At this meeting Congressional staff were able
to directly raise their concerns with FAS officials and acquire an understanding of the
challenges confronting each stakeholder. This initial dialogue acknowledged the



historical relationship between the United States and Freely Associated States and
commitment to work together on these issues of mutual intercst.

On June 14, 2011, Sceretary Salazar and [ met with Senator Daniel Inouye and Lt.
Governor Brian Schatz from the State of Hawaii to discuss the unpact of FAS migrants
residing in Hawaii. A follow-up meeting was held the next day with myself and my
senior staff, Lt. Governor Schatz, and Scnator Inouye’s staff. Recognizing the costs
incurred by the State of Hawaii, it was suggested that health and education Compact
sector grants be diverted for the purpose of reimbursing Hawaii. I clarified that the intent
of the sector grants are to support health, education, infrastructure, environment, private
scctor, and capacity building programs and services in the FSM und RMI. Given the
annual reductions in U.8. sector grant assistance. pursuant to the respective Compact
agreemnents with the LS, these governments are confronted and challenged to do more
with less. Any additional reduction or diversion of sector grants away from their original
purpose would significantly impact the level and type of public services and the quality
of life in the I'SM and RMI. Further, it was recognized that even if the entire education
or health scetor grants were diverted, it still would not meet the stated costs.

On July 7. 2011, the OlA co-hosted with our State Depariment colieagues an interagency
meeting that brought together representatives from the DoD, DHS, HHS, and Department
of Education 1o discuss the recommendations raiscd by members of Congress. It was
cicar at that meeting thal these agencies have been looking at how to best address the
Compact Impact issuc with their respective authorities und programs.

On July 15, 2011, the OIA Director met with FSM and RMI Embassy officials to discuss
the fact that multiple federal agencies were engaged on the Compact migration issue, and
the actions the FAS leadership could take to focus on addressing health and education
issues that would demonstrate 4 commitment to work coliaboratively toward solufions.
There was shared recognition that having reliable data and statisties associated with FAS
health and education necds were critical to inform policy decisions.

On July 18, 2011, the OIA Director hosted a meeting with RMI Forcign Affairs Minister
John Silk who reported that Compact Impact had been added to the Micronesian Chiets
Executives” Summit (MCES) agenda for discussion by the three FAS Presidents and the
Governors of Guam and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. Minister
Silk confirmed three dialysis units bad been donated and that the RM{ government would
consider an assessment to identify equipment, operations, and staff needs. Beyond
equipnent requirements, capucity and financial sustainability werc also discussed as
significant challenges o address. Minister Silk reiterated the RMI Government's
communication with its citizens that they do have responsibilities and should ke good
guests while residing in the United States.

On July 26, 2011 and July 29, 2011, the OIA’s Director and Senior Policy Advisor
traveled to Honoluln, HMawaii, and Guam, respectively, to meet with Congressional and
exceutive feadership as well as representatives from the State and territorial Departments
of Health, Human Services, and Education of these affected jurisdictions, There was
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apreernent that wiile the governments of Guarm and Hawaii report annually on the impact
of the Compacts of Free Association, the collection and analysis of accurate data better
informs poticy decisions. While in Hawaii, OIA met with the FSM and RMI Henolulu
Consulates to discuss their current involvement with theit communities and how the
Consulates may better facilitate or assist in addressing the health, education, and
employment needs of their migrant populations.

On July 27-28, 2011, OIA’s Chief Counsel and Budget Director traveled to Pohnpei,
FSM, to meet with the three FAS Presidents underscored the importance of addressing
the Compact migration issuc and the need for FAS governments to engage their
communitics domestically and abroad. Thege OlA representatives were also able to
address the MCES leadership and other officials in attendances.

On August 24, 2011, 1 met with the three FAS Foreign Affairs Ministers 1o emphasize the
nced for FAS leadership 1o enhance relatiens with the United Siates in the affected
jurisdictions and with Congress and take meaningful action related 10 health and
education. In addition to the establishiment of an FSM Compaci Impact Task Force
chaired by FSM Vice President Alik Alik, the FAS Ministers reported that at the July
MCLES each was appointed w an FAS Compact Impaet Task Force. While the FAS
Consulates in Honolulu do meet with their citizens, it was acknowledged thal more
targeted outreach and coordination with Stale and federal officials, agencies. and non-
governmental organizations could be porsued.

On Aogust 30, 2011, 1 convened a bilateral mecting with Hawaii's Governor Neil
Abercrombie, Li. Governor Brian Schatz, staff of the Hawaii Congressional delegation,
and the IF5M and RMI Foreign Affairs Minisiers and their Honolulu Consulates. This
was the first opportunity for the Governor to address senior FAS officials, sharc his
commitment Lo work with their leadership, and request their leadership to reduce the
burdens associated with Compact migration. The Governor acknowledged that the
federal responsibility to address the issue extends beyond just the Department, though he
valued the Departiment’s leadership to bring the stakchelders together working hand-in-
hand to develop mutual solutions. The FAS officials acknowledged the bilateral nature
of their relationship with the United States and cailed for policies to be developed jointly
and in comphiance with the Compact agreements,

Aupust 31-September 2, 201 [, the Departments of the Interior, State, and Health and
Human Services convened the annuai Joint Economic Management Commitiee (JEMCO,
FSM) and Joint Economic Management and Financial Accouwntability Committee
(JEMFAC, RMI) mcetings held in Honolulu, Hawaii. Resolutions were adopted during
the bilateral JEMCO and JEMFAC meetings focused on reducing personnel costs within
the health and education sectors, establishing a comprchensive review of educationat
priorities, and allocating $1.9 milkion for the renovation of the Pohnpe: State, FSM,
Hospital projeet. These resofutions support the Compact sector grants being utilized
more efficiently and targeted for their intended purpose,
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+  On September 9, 2011, 1 and OIA statl met with the professional staff from the Senate
Energy and Natpral Resources Committee to report on on-going and planned efforts to
promate effective use of Compact lunds and strengthen coordination and support of
existing programs and services.

«  On September 15,2011, I provided a briefing to Secretary Salazar on the Department’s
efforts to address the compact migration issueand the interagency work being done with
HHS, DHS, State, and Do, While the Department does manage the Compact sector
grants and Compact limpact grants, we must recognize the contributions that other federal
agencies can make. As such, Sccretary Saiazar plans (o engage with DoD) at the principal
level to better understand what agency assets and resources can be targeted to addressing
necds in the FAS and affected jurisdictions.

Thas brief summary is intended only to highlight the productive meetings that have been held on
this issue. But I would also like to discuss other initiatives that the Department is pursuing. | am
pieased to announce that the Depariment will be establishing an OIA Compact Impact Initiative,
which will focus on bolstering our bilateral relationships and communication opportunities,
while ensuring there is an annual forumn to discuss issues of concern, make recommendations,
and implement agreed upon policies. This initiative is comprised of the following components:

1} FAS Senior Official Visits to Guam and Hawaii—O1A will seek 1o facilitate travel by FAS
Presidents to the aifected jurisdictions to enhanee relationships and coordination among
territorial or state, federal, and FAS leadership and communities. This provides opportunities
for coordinated messaging and information distribution from FAS and U.8. senior officials to
FAS migrant communities. This forum will also facilitate discussion of important issues
with all stakeholders, while exploring additional opportunities to partner and leverage
resources. At my reguest, an Octoher visit by F8M President Emanuel Mori to meet with the
FSM community in Guam and other appropriate officials and stakeholders took place. The
gathering by more than 200 FSM citizens was the first of its kind fo have the participation of
an FAS community, its President, federal, and elected local lcadership from an affected
junsdiction. In addition to discussing the privileges and responsibilitics of the Compact
Agreement, a significant portion of the forum was dedicated to respond to questions from
those 1n attendance,

2) Annnal Compact Impact Meeting— Q1A will also initiate a bilateral FAS and US officials
meeting in March 2012, This Compact Impact meeting will coincide with the regularly
scheduled mid-year JEMCO/JEMFAC meetings where relevant officials and staff will gather
to focus on RMI and FSM Compact grant sector budgets. This bilaters) meeting will provide
a dedicated, annug) forum where stakeholders can raise concerns, discuss soiutions, and take
mutual action on priority items. Further, this meeting willinstitutionalizes a bitateral lorum
dedicated to gathering pertinent information and moving policy decistons forward. The first
meeting 1% expected to focus on establishing a shared set of objectives, benchmarks to
measure progress, and proposals that may be implemented.
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3) Establishment of Compact Impact QA position—OLA will seek to review and evaluate
the ability, within existing resources, to develop a dedicated OIA staffer w lcad the OIA
Compact Impaci Initiative. Given the unique history and complexity of this issue a dedicated
staffer with specialized expertise can help facilitate interactions between the slakeholders
such as the Department, Congress, and the governments of the affected jurisdictions, as well
as the local and national leadership of the FAS govemments.

4) Interagency Efforts—OIA is working with a number of federal agencies headguartered in
Washington, DC, and the appropriate regional burcaus fo use existing authority under the
Compacts of Free Association, as Amended, and relevant federal statute(s).

In light of the limrted funds available to neet the needs of FAS migrants and the affected
jurisdictions, we reiterate our concern that diverting Compact sector grants away from the FSM
and RMI will likely exacerbate the situation we are attempting to address with sector grant funds,
remain committed to working 1o avoid policies that could negatively impact conditions in the
FAS and affected jurisdictions.

In addition 1o the Depariment’s OIA Compact Inpact Imtiative, we are also addressing issues
reparding education, development of health facilities, and possible screening of FAS migrants.

Education: Whether in pursuit of education or employment opportunities it is important that
FAS migrants currently in the United States, and those secking to emiprate as a U.S.
nonimmigrant, acquire a better understanding of privileges, expectations, and responsibilities of
the Compact of Frec Association prior to entering the United States. The Department has
supported and funded efforts by the FAS governments to provide educationai materials to orient
their citizens, prior to departing their country, about the challenges and responsibilitics
associated with residing in the Unifed States. OIA will continue to review proposals submitted
by the FSM and RMI that may [urther respond such educational needs,

In 2010, with an $85,130 OlA technical assistance grant the RMI Govermment launched an
orientation program consisting of a video and brochure that informis Marshallese migrants about
their rights and responsibilities while living and working in the United States. (FA 15 presently

- reviewing a techuical assistance funding proposal {rom the RMI to produce a radio-friendly
format to expand distribution of orientation messaging among urban and outer islands, where
radiv is the main means of media distribution. OA expects that upon Fiscal Year 2012 funding
becaming available, this proposal may be given favorable consideration. The FSM is currently
updating and translating cxisting orientation materials that are shared with their citizens to better
prepare them for life in the United States.

During August, O1A awarded the FSM Government a $60,363 technical assistant grant w
conduct a Household Income and Fxpenditure Survey (FHIEIS) that will provide data on the
distribution of income, compile ils national accounts, provide nutritiona information and food
consumption patterns for families, and conduct a poverty hardship assessment. The survey,
administered once overy five years, is carried out by the FSM’s Office of Statistics, Budget and
Teonomic Management, Overseas Development Assistance and Compact Management. The
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2010 HEIS coincided with the 2010 Census and was consequently delayed by a year. The
expected completion of the survey is December 2011,

" Medical Facilities: Pursuant to P.L. 108-188, annua! Compact health scctor grants are awarded
to the FSM and RMI “...to suppori and improve the delivery of preventive, curative and
environmental care, and develop the human and material resources necessary for the
Government [of the Federaled States of Micronesta and Republic of the Marshall [stands] o
perform these services.” Since reduced reliance on expensive tertiary medical refetrals is among
the Compact’s top tier goal for the health scetor, performance requires the strengthening of
primary and secondary prevention. Further, for health sector grants the respective Compact
Subsidiary Agreements for the FSM and RMT state, “Priority should be given o establishing
sustainable funding mechanisms for operating a community-based system with emphasis on
prevention, primary carc, mental health, substance abuse prevention, and the operation of
hospitals to provide secondary care at appropriate icvels and reduce reliance on medical referrals
abroad.” As such, Compact health sector grants are devoted ta health activities focused on
primary care and prevention, Diverting this {unding could lead to incrcased health care costs not
only for the FAS, but for the affecied jurisdictions.

While RMI has received three donated dialysis units and the FSM has received two donated
dialysis units, to date those units are not operational. In Pohnpei, FSM it iy our understanding
that while there is no nephrologist on hand to oversee potential complications and no reverse
osmosis purified water to mix the dialyzing reagents that twe of three dialysis units are curvently
operating,

OIA has engaged in discussions with HHS, health officials from Hawaii and Guam, and FSM
and RMI leadership about the establishment of dialysis facilities. In recopnition of the
substantial cost involved with establishing, operating, and maintaining dialysis facilities during
these meetings it was acknowledged that challenges such as water quality, power reliability,
limited presence of specialized wnedical professionals, and comprehensive projections for needs
of existing and future patients were factors that would impact the size and cost of each facility.
In order to inform decisions, O1A is in the process of contracting a feasibility and cost
assessment [or construeting dialysis facilities and nccessary operation, resource, and stalt
reguircments to support such facilities in the F5M and RML

Screening Measures: The FSM and RM1 have been working with the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDOC) to address issues associated with monitoring and controlling
communicable diseases. OIA has been a partner in improving these conditions and in 2010
signed a $1,456,932 grant under the Compact health sector {0 combat the outbreak of Multiple
Drug Resistant Tuberculosis (MDR-TB) in the RMI. In 2008, similar assistance in the amount
of $1,947 600 was provided to the FSM when an outbreak of MDR-TB occurred in the FSM
State of Chuuk.

{ have discussed the necd for FAS leadership to bolster efforts to combat communicable discase
among their chizens and their governments esiablishing health screening. Developimg and
implementing such screening demonstrates proactive and preventative approaches that help FAS
citizens receive medical attention they need and limit the spread of communicable diseascs.
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Discussions by the Department with CDC and DHS, as well as FAS officials, continue to focus
on addressing issues related to the screening scope, protocol, and cost of implementation.

The Department continues to explore other policy options that may directly or indirectly address
health, education, and otber needs of FAS migrants and priorities of the affected jurisdictions. A
fundamental component of improving the effectiveness and efficiency of compact resources,
including Compact scctor grants and Compact impact grants s securing a better understanding of i
the nceds of citizens in the FAS and the programs and services they access domestically and '
abroad.

While affected junsdiction agencies and their bureaus collect data and contribute to annual
Compact impact reports, all recognize that data gaps exist, including data describing
demographies of populations and the type of state and federally funded services that are
accessed, which could 1dentify community needs not only in the alfected jurisdictions, but also in
the FSM and RMI. With such information Compact resources can be better aligned with
addressing priority necds. The Department is committed to reviewing and making nccessary
changes to improve Compact impact reporting guidelines,

A unified and collaborative approach between the United States and the Freely Associated States
will be needed to develop meaningful policies for implementation. | am encouraged that the
FAS Presidents during the Tuly Micronesian Chiefs Exccutives” Summit established a Compact
Impact Task Force and appointed the RMI Minister of Foreign Aftairs John Sitk; FSM Secretary
of Foreign Affairs Lorin Robert; and Palau Minister of State Victor Yano (¢ lead the Task Force,
The Task Force benefits from the experience of each FAS government and fosters opportunities
to share and adopt strategies and ultimately implement appropriate policics.

In addition to FSM and RMI Consulates in Washington, DC, Hawail, and Guam, the RM!
established an Arkansas Consulate. In December 2009, T was joined hy RMI Ambassador Banny
deBrum and RMI Consul General Carmen Chong-Guns to meet with US. Senator ohn
Boozman {then a U.8. Representative from Arkansas’s Third District) and the Marshallese
community eaders in Springdale, as well as staff from the St. Francis Community Clinic and
State Department of Health in Little Rock. RMI officials coordinatcd these visits that helped
nurture necessary discussion and interactions around the needs of the migrant Marshalfese
community,

As the United States Government strives to imipicment policies that atleviate the burden
confronting affected jurisdictions, FAS leadership and cooperation are vital to address the needs
of FAS citizens at home and abroad. While the Department will continue to be at the forefront
of addressing the impacts associated with the Amended Compacts of Free Association, the
expertisc and exercise of authority by other federal agencies will be needed. 1look forward to
continuing to work with you to develop meaningfut strategies to address this pressing issue.
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Similar responses are being sent to the cosigners of your letter, Senators Jeff Bingaman, Lisa
Murkowski, Daniel Akaka, Mark Pryor, and John Boozman, as well as Congresswomen Mazie
Hirono, Colleen Hanabusa, and Madeleine Bordallo.

CC: The Honomable Lorin Robert
Secretary of Foreign Affairs
Federated Siates of Micronesia

The Honorable John Silk
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Republiic of the Marshall islands
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March 8, 2011

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

U8 Department of the Interior
1849 O Sirept, NW,
Washingten, DC 20240

Dlear Secretary Salazar,

As you know, every penny the government spends s being scrutinized for potential
savings as we seek 1o reduce our bloated budget and budger deficit. We can begin by
ehiminaing inefficient, duplicative or outdated programs.

in a report relessed fast week, the Government Accounmahitity Otfice provided Congress
with 81 areas of potential savings ss a result of duphicative programs. As a membur of
the Senate Appropriations Committee and Senate Homeland Secunty and Governmental
Affairs Committee, | am prepared ty turn many of their findings info cost-savings.

b would appreciate hearing from you whether you agree with the report’s findings
concerning the Departiment of Interior and the actions youwr ageney has or plans (o take m
the short- and long-term as a result of the report (o achieve cost-savimgs, If you are aware
of duplicative or unnecessary programs within vour ageney that the GAQ did not eue,
please include 2 plan of sction to climinate those programs as well,

For your reference, the report, Opportustitics fo Reduce Potentiod Duplication i
overnment Progrums. Save Tax Dollars end Enfnce Kevenne, addressed the following
regarding the Department:

¢ Frapmented federal efforns fo meet water needs in the US-Mexico border region
have resulfed in an administrative burden, redundant setivites, and an oversll
ineffeiem use of resources.

+  nlerprise Architectures: Key mechanisms for identifving potential overlap and
duplication.

»  Consoldating Federal data centers provides opportunily (o Bnprove governmens
eificiency.

s Strutegic oversight mechanisms couid help integrate fragmented miterageney
efforts to defend against biclogien! threats,



¢ Further steps needed to improve cost-effectiveness and enhance services for
transportation-disadvantaged persons.

»  Ensuring the Federal government receives faic market value for its oil and gas
resources could enhance Federal revenues

s Apencies could realize cost savings by disposal of unneeded Federal real
property.

! would appreciate a response no later than March 21, 2011, If you have any questions,
please contact Andrew Grobmyer at 202-224-2353.

Sincerely,

Mark Pryor
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

MAY 27 201

‘The Honorable Mark Pevar
LUisted States Senate
Washmngton, DO 30510

Doar Sepator Prver

This responds 1o vour Murch 8, 2011 tetter regarding the Govermmeat Avcountability Office (GAO;
report Upportwmtics fo Keduce Potential Duplication in Governmens Programs. Save Tax Dallars and
Erdwpice Revenne, 1 regret we were nof able w0 meet your request 1o respond by March 21, We did noi
reeeive vour request untit Marceh 23,

Fshare your teterest 1o reducing the costs of government and 1dentifving arcas of savings. The
Department of the Interior continues to be apgressive in sdentifving improvement and efficioncies 1o
make programs work betier and redirecting fusding 1o misston critteal needs.

F fiave reviewed the GAG report and coan share the following responses relative 0 vour speciiic
GHESHORST

I, Pederal Eiforts o Meet Water Needs in the Border Regions | agres that we can unprove the
coopdmation of efforts among Federal prograsms that deliver water and wastewater svsiems o
rurab arcis. The GAOYs recommendation to improve the targeting of resources w the border
region 18 1o conduct o comprehensive needs assessment. 11 s impertant o understand that the
programs and projects funded by the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) are specifically
awthorized by Congress and existing suthority does not aliow the completion of a comprebensive
needs assessment of neeal water i the border region. Reclamation does have authority ©
provide braited cost-shared assistance 1o commumitics through competitive iding opportaniies
under 165 Rural Water, WaterSMART Basin Studies. and Title XV1 Water Recvehing and Reuse
programs. Fis a siznificant benefit o all apencies - Federal, state, and focal - that our

Fiscad Year 2012 budpet for the ULS. Geologiva! Survey (1IRGS) incdudes $18. % pullion o
commence comprehensive water supply and demand inventories that will provide baseline
information ntedod by public and private water managers 1o work foward sustwnable water
supplics. This would begin an effost 10 estmate freshwater supphios, how they are distobuied,
and how they are clanging over tme. The USGS has targeted the Colorado River Basin, an area
encompassing significant border regions. as ene of the hree basins where this assessment will be
conducted with FY 2012 funding. An assessment of the svailabiliy and use of water resources
in the United States was last completed over 3 vears age in 1978 We are hopeful that Congross
will suppont thes program that will go a fong way tpward helping io priontize rural water neeids,

4. baoterprise Architectures fust as GAQ recommends, the Department 1s using 1is award-winning
erterprive avchiecture to puide the modemization of information wehnolopy infrastrecture. The
Prepartment 18 underway with an Information Technology Transformation effont that wiil




feverage systems and investments from across the Department's diverse and geographically

dispersed bureaus and offices inorder to fmprove imcgration with business services and create
an environment that better supports mission arcas and program delivery,

ad

Consobidatng Federal Data Cemers: Consistent with GAO’s reconmendations we are
cunsoludating data centers throughout the Department as part of our Information Technology
{ranstormation Inttiative. We are working collaboratively with the Office of Management and
Budget {OMB) on its Data Center Consolidation Initiative to reduce hardware. sofiware, rental
space. and ether costs related 1o data center operations.

4. Suategie Oversight Mechanisms: The Department has clear roles in defending against biological
threats, meluding mamntaming awareness, surveiliance, and detection. Working through our
coordinating mechanisms fed by the Department of Homeland Security {DHS), we are able o
support these effonts with the expertise of the USGS. The USGS provides techmical information
and support to the DHS on newly emerging diseases, collaborates wath the Federal Bureaa of
Investigation (FBI) 1o investigate wildlife discase outbreaks, works with the Depariment of
Health and Human Services (HHS)Y and US. Depariment of Agricubture (USDA)Y on the
detection of highly pathogenic avian wfluenza m wild birds, and provides expertise to Federat
agencies on the role of wildlife and the environment in disease events. As the expert in waldhife
health the USGES serves us the leader in this area.

5. Transportetion-Disadvantaged Persons:  The majority of the Department’s proprams relating 1o
transportation ave funded through the Department of Transponation (10T} and we have
stgnificantby expanded our effonts to coordinate with DOT and our sister agencies. mcluding the
USDIA Forest Service, to improve coordination of programs and services. bn addition, our
internal roads and transportation programs are conducted i a manner that leverages the DO
programs. Our recent involvement with OMB, DOT, and USDA has been to ensure coordination
and colluborative approaches 1o transponation programs funded in upcoming transporiation
auwthorization legislation.

6. Vair Market Value for O and Gas: The Department is taking steps to encourage diligent
development of off and gas feases. ensure a fair resurmn. and ensure that oil and gas produced are
measyred avcurntely, '

To respond to GADYs specific recommuendations we are taking the lollowing acuons:

e GAQ Recommendation: Congress may need to take action to authorize or encourage inlenior o
revise its rental fee structure for non-producing leases.
o To encourage diligent development of Federal oil and gas leases. both onshore and offshore.
the Department included a 34 per acre annual fee on non-producing, onshore Federal ol and
pas leases i the FY 2011 and FY 2012 budgets, which would become effective upon
Congressional action. Additionally, in 2009, the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management,
Regulation and Foforcement {BOFMRE) began charging cscalating rental rates for ofishore
leases extended bevond the inhtial term and shortened the length of the primary term for
offshore ot and gas leases i 2010,



¢ GAO Recommendanon: intenor should complete its study examining how other oil and sas

resource onwners sclect fiscal parvmeters for leasing and adjusting oil and gas rovalty rates and

use that information to adjust, as appropriate. it royalty rates to a level that ensures the

goverunent a far returmn. In doing so it should ensure opportunities for substantive. two-way

communication with program stakeholders.

oo An 2000, BOEMRE and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) inttiated an cconomic study
to compare the Federal Government's share of profus fram Federal oif and gas leasing with
700 fiscal svstems around the world. The report will include a composite index, including an
madex of revenue risk. The final report is scheduled 1o be completed in the summer of 2011

«  GAD Recommendation: Interior should implement GAO™s recommendations from prior reports

addressing a variety of oil and gas measurement factors.

< BLM isin the process of revising Onshore Oil and Gas Orders 3.4, and 3. These Orders
establish reguirements for storage. site security and measurenent of produced oil and natural
gas. Onshore Orders 3-3 are scheduled to be issued in drafi this summer. These Orders wil]
help BLM o ensure a fair retumn for onshore oil and gas through production verification and
accountability and are scheduled 1o be completed in FY 2012

o BLM s also developing Onshore Order 9, which will imir the amount of vented and flared
natural gas permitted to be released withowt incurning royalty oblipations. However, the
Crder will be unable to prevent the release of all tugitive natural gas from oil and natural gas
operation facilities. This new Ovder iy scheduled w be completed in IY 2012

o fortify ats inspection and production accountability processes, BOEMRE bas ssued
mspection goals 1o ensure the accuracy of reported volumes of oif and gas produced from
offshore Federal resources. The BOEMRI: 1ssued policy on September 13, 2010, addressing
ste-security inspections of measurement locations and the witnessing of rovalty meter
provings and/or calibrations. The BOEMRE policy requires more frequent mspections for
“higher nsk”™ measurement focations,

Unneeded Federal Real Property Disposal: One of the key missions of the Diepartmaoent s to serve
as the custedian of a vast collection of national treasures and properties including the
Washington Monument, Liberty Bell, and Statue of Liberty. The Depantment manages &
collection of 159400 constructed assets that is second only to the Department of Defense. Clur
effonts o manage these assets are challenged by ownership of lands and faciimies that are
geopraphically dispersed and visited extensively by the public. Gur facilitics management
programs put a premium on the identification of assets that are not necded in order to focus our
construction and matntenance budgets on highest priority needs and to reduce operating costs. in
our 2009 report from the Federat Real Property Profile we identitied 1,920 assets that are excess
and are in the disposal process. (F those, 317 have already been disposed.

Sincergly.
\‘{u\ S QZ@"‘D;’JL

ke Salazar

I hope this s informative 1o your questions.
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March 8, 2011

The Honomabie Ken Salazar

Secretary
U.S. Department of (he Interior
1849 C Sirect, N.W.

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Salueny,

As you know, every penny the govemment spends is being scrutinized for potential
savings as we seek 10 reduce our bloated budget and budget deficit, We can begin by
climinating inefficient, duplicative or outdated programs.

in 2 report released last week, the Government Accountability Office provided Congress
wilh 81 arcas of poiential savings as a resuit of duplicative programs. As 2 member of
the Senate Appropriations Commitice and Senste Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs Committee, | am prepared to turn many of their hindings inlo cost-savings.

{ would appreciate hearing from you whether you agree with the repont’s findings
concermung the Depastment of Interior and the actions your agency has or pians o take in
the shont- and long-term as a result of the report 1o achieve cost-savings. If vou are aware
of duplicative or unnecessary programs within your agency that the GAO did nat cite,
please include a plan of action to eliminate those programs as well.

For your reference, the report, Opportunities to Reduce Potential Duplication in
Government Programs, Save Tax Doliars and Enhance Revenue, addressed the following
regarding the Depantment:

L

Fragpmented federal efforts 1o meet water needs in the U.S.-Mexico border region
have resulied in an administirative burden, redundant activides, and an averall
inefTicient use of resources.

Enterprise Architectures: Key mechanisms for idenlifving potential overlap and
duplication.

Consolidating Federal data centers provides opportunily o improve povemment
efficiency.

Strategic oversight mechanisms could help integrale fragmenicd inicragency
ciTorts 1o defend against biological threats,



*  Further steps pesded to improve cost-effectiveness and enhante services for
ransportation-disadvaniaged persons.

+  Ensuring the Federel government receives fair market value for its oil and gas
resources could enhance Federal revenoes

»  Agencies could realize cost savings by disposal of unneeded Federni reat
property.

t would apprecinte a response v later than March 21 201 1. If vou have any questions,
plcase contact Andvew Grobmyer at 202-224-2353.

Sincercly,

Nm %1&"“—

Mark Pryor
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December 21, 2010

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest
Washington, D.C, 20500

Dear Mr. President:

T write to express my concern regarding the Asian Carp Prevention and Control Act, which you
gigned into law (P.L. 111-307) on December 14, 2010, While [ understand the rationale for
unplementing this law, 1 fear that it will cause significant economic harm to many aquaculiure
farms and small busincsses in Arkansas. In addition, I worry that the law could even lead to
greater environmental harm to the Mississippi River and Great Lakes region without mechanisms
to ensure the proper disposal of the bighead carp currently sitting in aquaculture ponds in
Arkansas, Mississippt and Alabama.

The new law adds bighead carp as an injurious speeies under the Lacey Act, therefore
prohibiting the shipment of these live fish acress stale lines. This Jaw will negatively impact
several aguaculture farms in Arkansas by eliminating markets for these fish in locations outside
Arkansas. Until the Asian Carp Provention Act was enacted, these fish were lepally sold 1o hive
fish markets in other states as a food product. Becausce this new law would prohibit
transportation of thesc species 1o these markets, economic harm 1o bighead carp growers is
certain. The only uncertainty resuliing from the law s how these aquaculture farmers will
dispose of these fish now that they are {ar less markctable under the new law. This uncertainty
could lead to an unintended environmental danger without an attractive sysiem to properly
dispose of these fish.

As you may know, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service declined 1o list the bighead carp
as an injurious species several years ago because of the larpe negative ¢cconomic impact
anticipated from such action. However, with this law Congress circumvented the normal
injurious species listing process, which requires an cconomic impact study. The enactment of
the Asian Carp Provention Act is particularly damaging because private fish farmers that were
raising bighead carp were not given adequate warning that they were about fo lose the ability to
sell their product (o certain markets.



Today these farmers are faced with the difficult deciston of draining the ponds that currently
contain bighead carp, now of little value, so that they may begin another crop cycle with a
different fish species. This process could lead to the potential release of large numbers of
cultured bighead carp into the Mississippi River drainage, which could cause the environmenta!
harm that | referred to in my first paragraph. Obviously, we need to work with these farmers to
prevent such releases from happening.

For these reasons, 1 ask that you determine it there are existing authoritics at the Department of
Interior, the Department of Agriculture, or any other federal agency to assist affected aquaculture
farmers in properly disposing of these fish and providing compensation for the economic losses
resulting from the law. Given the immediate nature of the new law. 1 ask that you take equaily
expedient action in determining what compensation and disposal authorities exist in the
Administration.

! look forward t¢ working with you on this matter in the coming days, and { appreciaie any
assistance you can provide 1o farmers who are scheduled to suffer economic losses as a result of
this ncw faw. Finaily, | ask that the Administration compiete a detailed cconomic impact
anatysis of this new law to determine how it affects businesses previously engaged in the
interstate shipment of this species.

Thank you for considering this request.
Sincerely,

M PRys2—~

Mark Prvor
United States Senator

Ce:  The lonorable Ken Salazar, Secrctary, U.S. Department of Intertor

The Honorable Tom Vilsack, Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture
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April 13,2010

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Seeretary

LS. Drepariment of Intetior
1849 U Street, MW,
Washingten, DC 20240

Pear Ken:

I am pleased to write in support of the City of MeGehee, Arkansas’, grant application
which has been submitted to the National Park Service. I understand the proceeds will be
wsed to rerovate the Railroad Depot in McGehee which will be used as a museum and
heuse the Japanese Amencan Confinement Site display.

As you may know, Desha and Ashley County in Arkansas had the only Japanese
Amerivan Confinement sites east of Wyoming. This museum will be of grea benefit to
ihe people of southeast Arkensas and, also, recognize and pay tribute to those interned in
these camps.

This is an imporiant project that is certainly worthy of funding, H is my hope that the

United States Department of Interior will give positive consideration of the Cay of
MeGehee's application.

Thank you tor your atlention 1o this matier.
Sincerely,
Mark Pryor

SR




United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service
Midwest Region
631 Riverfront Drive
Chnaha, Mabrasks 68102-4224

A3615{MWR-PCL/PAL)
MAY 3 2o

The Honorable Mark Pryor

United States Senate

255 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, .C. 20510

Dear Senator Pryor:

Thank you for your Aprif 13, 2010, letter to Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar (Secretary) stating
your support for the City of McGehee's (City} grant proposal for the National Park Service's {NFG)
Japenese American Confinement Sites (JACS) Grant Program. I have been asked to respond because
the State of Arkansas is one of my areas of responsibility.

The City’s proposat to rehabilitate the historic train depot as @ museum to honoer the two conflnement
sites located in Arkansas was a notable contribution to the fiscal yvear 2010 submittals. This project
seeks to establish a location for an exhibit about the experiences of Japanese Americans held in the
Jerome and Rohwer Relocation Centers during World War I1,

The NPS recelved a total of 42 applications for the fiscal year 2010 grant cycle, requesting more than
$7.7 milkion In Federal funds, This amount is more than double the $3 million appropriated by
Congress for the 2010 JACS program. Proposals recelved by the NPS reflected a wide range of project
types, including oral history, interpretation and education, documentation, planning, preservation, and
caplital projects,

Buring the week of March 15, 2010, an NPS review panel evaluared applications recelved for the fiscal
year 2010 grant cycie. The review panel then submitted its recommendations to Secretary Salazar for
final approval of the selected grant ewards. We anticipate that the grant recipients and projects will
be announced In late spring 2010 and the grant agreements will be finatized soon thereafier,

Again, thank you agaln for your endorsement of the City of McGehee's proposal submitted to the JACS
Grant Program. If you have guestions ar concerns, please contact Raglonal program contact Rachel
Franklin-Weekley at 402-661-1948,

Sincerely,

Y

Ernest Quintana
Reglonal Director

TAKE PRIDE"

., &
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

OCT 012008

‘the Hoporable Kay Bailev Hutchinson
United States Senate
Washington, D.O, 20516

Dear Senator Hutchinson:
Thank vou for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleaguus, expressing
support tor the Dralt Proposed Guter Continental Shell Oil and Gas Leasing Pregram for

-
E4

2010-2015. The Bepartment of the [nterior received vour letier on Septembser 30, 2009
i sincerely appreciate your interest in this matier and vou wall recetve a mere detalied
response i the negr fufure.

Sincerely,

or, Selanen

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

OCT 81 2009

The Honorable Byron L. Dorgan
United States Senate
Washington, 10O, 20310

Dear Senator Dorgan:

Thank you for vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleaguies, expressing
suppoert for the Drafl Proposed Outer Centinental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for
Z20103-2015, The Department of the Interior received vour letter on September 30, 2008

| sincerely appreciate vour inserest in this matier and von will reecive a more detailed

response in the near future.

Sincerely,

MSW

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIGR
WASHINGTON

OCT 01 2008

The Honorable Fisa Murkowski
United Siates Senate
Washington. D€, 20510

Dear Senator Murkowski
Thank you for vour letier of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour eolleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf O3 and Gas Leasing Program for

J0H0-2615. The Departmient of the Interior received vour letter on September 34, 2009,

[ sincerely appreciate vour interest in this matier and you will receive a more detarled
response in the near fiture,

Sincerely,

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERICR
WASHINGTCON

oCT 0 12008

The Honorable Christopher Bond
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Bond:

Thank you for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by yvour colleagues, expressing
support for the Drafl Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior recetved your letter on September 30, 2009

I sincerely appreciate vour interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detailed
response in the near future.

Sincerely,

(o Selongn

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

oCT 01 2008

The Honoruble Michael B. Enz

United States Senate

Washington. 3O 20510

Dear Sepator Enzi

Thank vou for vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues. expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continenial Shelf (if and Gas Leasing Program for

2000-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letier on Septernber 30, 2009,

Fsincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detaiied
response tn the near future,

Sincerely

MS%

Ken salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

prY g 1 2008

The Honorable Richard Shelby
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Shelby:
Thank you for vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour cotlengues, expressing
support for the Drafl Proposed Outer Continental Shelf” Off and Gas Leasing Program for

2010-2¢15, The Department of the Interior received vour leticr on September 38, 2004,

i sincerely appreciate vour interest in this matter and you will receive a more detailed
response m the noar future.

Sincerely

&6«8@,@.%

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

ocY 612009

The Honorable John MeCain
Lintled Siates Senate
Washington, DO, 28510

Dear Senator McCan
Thank vou for vour letier of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour eolleagues, expressing
suppaort for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Ol and Gus Leasing Program for

2610-2015. The Department of the Interior received yowr letter oy September 36, 2009,

[ sincerelv appreciate your interest in this matter and vou will receive o more detaited
response in the near future,

sincerety.




THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

DCT 01 2009

The Honorabie Jim Riseh
Uinited States Senate
Washington, DO, 26310

Diear Senator Rische
Thank vou for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-sipned by vour colleagues. expressing
support for the Drafl Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Gil and Gas Leasing Program for

2010-2015. the Department of the Intenior received vour letter on September 30, 2009,

{ stncerely appreciate your imterest in this manter and vou will recetve 3 more detailed
response h the near foture.

Sincerely,

Ken Salazar



THE SECHRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

0CT 41 2009

The Honorable Joha Thune

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Thune:

Thank you for vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues. expressing
support for the Diraft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oif and Gas Leasing Program {or

2010-20135. The Departmcent of the Interior received your letter on Septenmber 30, 2000,

I sincerely appreciate vour interest in this matter and vou will recerve s more detasted

response in the near future,

Sincerely.

Ken Nalazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

0CT 01 2009

‘The Honorable Johnny Isakson
United States Scnate
Waghineton, 130, 20510

[rear Senator Isaksamn:
Thank you for vour lester of September 18, 2009, co-signed By vour colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oif and Gas Leasing Program for

2010-2015, The Deparunent of the Intertor received vour letter on September 30, 2009,

1 sincerely appreciate vour interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detatled
response in the near ldture,

Nincerely,

Ko Salaen

koen Sabazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

OCT 012009

The Honorabie lohm Comyn

Linrted States Senate

Washinglon, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Comyn;

‘Thank you tor vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Uil and Gas Leasing Program for

20-2615. The Departraent of the Interior received your lefter on September 30, 2009

I singerely appreciite vour interest in this matter and you will receive a more detatled
response in the near future,

Sincerely,

Kow Salangn

Ken Sabuzar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTCRIOR
WASHINGTON

ocT o1 2009

T Honorabie Blanche L. Lincoln
{inited States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20516
Desr Senator Lincoln:
Thank you for vour fetter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, exprassing
support for the Diraft Proposed Outer Contmental Shelf Ol and Gas Leasing Program for

2010-2015, The Deparunent of the Interior received your letter on September 30, 2009,

I sincerely appreciate your interest in this matier and vou will recerve a more detatled
response in the near future.

Sincerely,

Kon Selomgn.

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

0CT 01 2009

The Honerable Richard Burr

Unuted States Senate

Washingion, D.C, 20510

Dear Senator Dum:

Thank vou for your letier of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues, expressing
support tor the Draft Propesed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Progran for
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received vour letier on September 38, 2004

I sineerely appreciate vour Interest in this matier and vou will receive a more dotailed
response in the near futere,

Sincerely

\ﬁxsa/%«w

ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

OCT 01 2009

‘The Honorable Jeft Sessions

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20810

Dear Senator Sesslons:

Thank you for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues, expressing
support for the Diaft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf (if and Gas Leasing Program for
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 30, 2009,

I sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will receyve 2 more detailed
reaponse in the near fulure,

Sincerely.

G Salen.

Ken Satazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

GCT o 1 2009

The Honorable Saxby Chambliss
United States Senate
Washington, .00 20510

Dear Senator Chambiiss:
‘Thank you for vour fetter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continenta! Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for

23062015 The Department of the Interior received vour lefier on September 30, 2009

[ sincerely appreciate your interest in this matier and vou witl receive a more detatied
response m fhe near fature.

Sincerely,

Ken Saiazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

ocy 01 2008

The Honorable James nhole

Limted States Senate

Washmpton, DO 20310

Dear Sepator inhote:

‘Thank you for vour letter of September 18, 2000, co-signed by vour colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelt Ot and Gas Leasing Program tor
20012015, The Deparrment of the Interior received your letter on Seprember 30, 2009,

I sincerelv appreciate your interest in this matter and you will receive & more detatied
response in the near Tuture,

Sincerely

Ko, Sabign.

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

0CT 01 2009

‘The Honorable Mike Johanns

United States Senate

Washiogton, [0, 20510

[Jear Senator Johanns:

Fhank you for your letter of Seprember [8, 2009, co-signed by your colleapues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Ounter Continental Shelf Ol and Gas Leasing Program for

2010-201 5. The Department of the Interior recetved your letter on September 30, 2009,

t sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will receive a more detailed
response in the near future,

Sincerely,

o Selonen

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

GCT 0 1 2008

The Honorable Thad Cochran
Uinited States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Cochram
Thank vou for your letier of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues, expressing
suppott for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf O and Gas Leasing Propram tor

20002015, The Department of the Interlor received your leiter on Reprember 30, 2009,

i sueerely appreciate your interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detailed
response in the near ugure.

Sincerely,

Ren Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

0CT 0 1 2009

The Honorable Bob Corker

Utited States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20518

Dear Senator Corker:

Thank you for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues, expressing
support for the Diraft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf (i} and Gas Leasing Program for
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on Seplember 30, 2009,

! sincerely appreciale your interest in this matter and vou will recerve a more detailed
response in the near future.

Sincerely,

W«Saf%«w

wen Sulazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

0CY 01 2008

The Henorable David Vitter

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Deear Senator Vitter:

Thank vou for vour letier of Seplember 18, 2009, co-sigred by your colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf O and Gas Leasing Program for
2010-2015. The Department of the Intertor received vour letier on September 30, 2009,

! sincerely appreciate your interest in this matier and vou will receive a mare detatled
response in the near {uture,

Sincerely

[ Seoge.

Koen Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

ocT 071 2008

The Honorable Robert F. Bennett
Uinited States Senate
Washington, DO 20310

Dear Senator Bennert:
Thank you for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagnes, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf O and Gas Leasing Program for

2H0-2015. The Department of the Interior received vour letter on Septamber 38, 2009,

Psineerely appreciate your interest in this matter and vou will recetve a more detatied
response in the near fture.

Sincerely,

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

oCT 6 1 2008

The Hoporable Tom Cobum

Uniied States Senate

Washington, .0, 20510

Dear Senator Coburme

Thank vou for your letter of September 18, 2000, co-signed by your colleagues. expressing

support for the Drafi Proposed Outer Continental Shelf O3l and Gus Leasing Program foy
(2015, The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 34, 20609,

i sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will receive a more detailed
response m the near future,

‘%nmem ‘

o Selangn

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERICR

WASHINGTON
pcT 0t 2009
The Honorable Pat Roberts
1lnited States Sepate
Washington, D.C. 20519 %

Dear Senator Roberts:

Thank vou for vour Tetter of Septernber 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, axpressing
support for the Draft Proposed Onter Continental Shelf Of and Gas Leasing Program for
2010-20615. The Department of the Interior received vour letter on September 30, 2009,

[ sincerely appreciate vour intersst in this matter and vou will receive a more detaiied

response in the near future.

sincerely,

Ken Salagar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

OCT 01 2008

The Honorable Sam Brownback

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

[Year Senator Brownback:

Thank vou for your letter of September {8, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oif and Gas Leasing Program tor
2030-2015. The Department of the Intecior recetved vour etter on September 36, 2009,

i sincerely appreciate your inferest in this matter and you will receive a more detailed
response in the near future,

Sincercly,

Won Selenen

Ken Salavar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

OCT 01 2008

‘The Honorable Roger F, Wicker

United States Senake

Washington, DO, 20510

Dear Senator Wicker:

Thank you for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Cuter Continental Shelf Oif and Gas Leasing Program for

2010-2615. The Department of the Interior received vour fetier on September 30, 2069

i sincerely appreciate vour interest in this matter and vou will receive 2 more detailed
response in the near future,

Sincerely,

ton Selangn.

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

0CY 012009

The Honorable Lamar Alexander

United Swates Senate

Washington, D.C. 20310

Dear Sengtor Alexander:

Thank vou for your letter of September 18, 2009 co-signed by vour colleagues, expressing
support for the Drafl Proposed Outer Continertal Shelf Ol and Gas Leasing Program for

2610-2015, The Department of the Interior received your letter on Seprember 30, 2009,

!sincerely appreciate your inferest in this matter and vou will receive a more devailed
response in the near future.

Sincercly.

Koy Sadinen

¥en Saloazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

ocy 01 2008

The Honorable Mark Pryor
Unitzd States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20310

Dear Senator Pryvor:
Thank you for vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues, expressing
support for the Drafl Proposed Quter Contimental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for

2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received vour leiter on Sepiember 30, 2009,

1 sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and vou will recetve a more detabled
response 10 the near future.

Sincerely.

ety Salingn.

Ken Salazar



THE SECREYARY OF THE INTEHIOR
WASHINGTON

OCT 01 2009

The Honorable George V. Voinovich

United States Senate

Washington, DL.C. 20510

Dear Senator Voinovich:

Thank vou for vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
support tor the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf O and Gas Leasing Program for

SEH-2005 The Depantment of the Interior received your letter on September 30, 2009,

{ sincerely appreciate vour interest in this matter and you will receive a more detailed
response 1n the near future,

i”(«iafbi‘»

o, Salgn

men Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

OCT 12008

The Homorabie Orrin (G, Hateh

United States Senate

Washington, D.C, 203510

Dear Senator Hatch:

Thank you for vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Ot and Gas Leasing Program for
201-2015. The Depanment of the Interior received vour letter on September 30, 2009,

[ sincerely appreciate vour interest in this matter and vou will receive & more detaied
response in the near future,

Sincerely,

Ko Salungn

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

OCT 01 2008

The Honorable Charles Grassley

United States Senate

Washington, DO, 20510

Dear Senator Grassiey:

Thank you for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colieagues. expressing
support for the Dradt Proposed Outer Continental Shelf O and Gas Leasing Program for
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letier on September 36, 2009.

! sincerely appreciate your interest i this matter and you will receive a more detailed

response in the near fuure,

Sincerely.

Keen Salarar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

ocT 812008

The Honorable John Barrasso

United States Senate

Washingion, D.C, 20510

Pear Senator Barmsso:

Thank you for vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colicagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf O} and Gas Leasing Program {or

2010-2015. The Department of the Intenior recetved your letter on Septeraber 30, 20085,

[ sincerety appreciate vour interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detaiied
response in the near future,

Stcerely

MSW

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERICOR
WASHINGTON

0cT 01 2008

The Honorable Jim Bunning

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Bunning:

Thank vou for vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues, expressing
suppert for the Draft Proposed Quter Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for
2016-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 30, 2009,

! sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detatled
response m the near future,

Sincercly

MSW

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

oCT 01 2008

The Honorable Mark Begich

Pnited States Senale

Washington, 2.0, 20510

Dear Senator Begich:

Thank you for vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vowr colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continerntal Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for

2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 3, 2009,

I sincerely appreciate vour interest in this matter and you will receive a more detatled
response in the near future.

Sincerely,

[, Seloren.

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

OCT 0 12008

The Honorable Ben Nelson

United States Senate

Washington, D.C, 20510

Drear Senator Nelson:

FThank you for vour leiler of September 18, 2000, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
suppeort for the Diraft Proposed Ouier Continental Shelf (41 and Gas Leasing Program for

2010-2013. The Departinent of the Imterior recelved vour letier on September 34, 2009,

I sincerely appreciate your imerest in: this muatter and you will receive a more detailed
Tesponse in the near future.

Sincerely.

Koy, Selagn

Ken Salpear



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

0cT 61 2008

The Hoporable Jim DeMint

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 28514

Dlear Senator DeMint;

Thank you for your letter of Septernber 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues, expressing
suppor for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Ohl and Gas Leasing Program for
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 30, 2006,

I sincerely appreciae vour interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detailed
response in the near future.

Sincerely

\ﬁhS@%ﬂb

Ken Salazar



Wnited Drates Denaic

WASHINGTON, DC 205’3@
September 18, 20609

Pre Honorble Ken Salazar
Secretary

Deopartment of the interior
P88 C Sirget, NW
Washington, DO 20240

Plear Mr. Secretary:

We are wriing 1o convey our strong sapport for the Diadt Proposed Outer Continental Shelf 1008y Uil
and (s Leasing Program (DPP) proposed by the US Minerals Manzgement Service (MMEYL By opening up
sivw offshore arcas for natoral gas and oi} leasing and development and also alowing for the development of
renewable energy 43 proposed in the 13PR, the Deparunent of the nterior can provide the United Stmes with an
oppertnmty 1o responsibly produce car own epergy. This development will bolster our patton’s coonomy, vieaie
ey jobs aod decrease our dependence on forewgn sources of energy.

{t Js mere Impurtant than ever that the foderal government allow for develepment of domestic offshore
enerpy suppliies made svailable in the DPP. By offering now leasing opportuntiies, the DPP w approprizely
expansive and provides the Departinent with maximum flexdibility o properly wtilize our nation’ s domestic
FOSOICES.

Now is the appropriate fime w0 promote long-term policies that respossibly encourage Job creation whik
groswinig the ceopomy. Impontant offshore areas, ke those m Alaska, effer remendous patural pas and ol
resourees. By some estimates, the Chokehi Sea alone off Alaska™s coast containg as much natorat pas and oil ss
the coumry has produced i the Gul of Mexico since 1942

Addinonall, we urge MMS to move forward with the 20072612 1 easing Program while working to
approve and finglize the new DPP. Implementing a sensible, forward-thinkmg energy pohioy will aliow foy
respanisibde feasiog and development of Amwrica’s encrgy resotroes and wili belp mdostrios wd busingssey here
at home that rely Beavily on naturad pas ond conde ol Bowill also further our nanional seourity and energy
sevnriy Interests and, of course, spur johs and econone prowth as we open pew areas o leasing and
development,

I conclusion, we are pleased 10 see that the MMS has included new leasing areas in the DPP and bas
acknowiedged the peed T the Untted States to begin responsibly developing the abundant encrgy resourees
Jecated off eur coasts. Wo befreve that ihe DPF 5 an importind step in ereating a robust. drverse, mattonal enered
podiey which sill help Secory vur energy future, We tirge you to miove fonsard on the PP as you sork o

fmalize a new Ave-year OCS plan, Thank vou for vour attention w this important mastter. Please do not hesitate
to contuct us i we can be of assivianee to vou,

Sincerehy.




The Honorable Ken Salazar
September 18, 2009

: Page Three z




The Honerable Ken Salazar
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United States Department of the Interior r——
S — Ty
QFFICE OF THE SECRETARY TAKE Paine

WASHINGTON, D, 20240 PNAMERICA

oeT 21 2009

{The Henorahle Kay Bailey Hutchinson
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Hutchison:

Thank vou {or vour letter dated September 18, 2009, to Secretary Ken Salazar expressing vour
strong support jor the 2G10-2015 Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Draft Proposed Program
{DPP). Secretary Salazar asked me to respond. A similar letter is being sent o each signer of
vour leter,

The comment period on the DPP closed on September 21, 2009, The Minerals Management
Service (MMS) received over 530,000 comments on the DPP. The MMS will summarize and
analyze those comments as guickly as possible in order to move expeditiously ty the next steps in
the process, which include scoping of the draft Environmental Impact Staterment (EIS} and
publication of the Proposed Program and draft FIS. Your comments will be considered carefully
m that endeavor.

On July 28, 2009, the U.S. Court of Appeals clarified that its ruling on the 20072012 Program
delays only those sales i the Chukcehi, Beaufort, and Bering Seas. However, it will be necessary
0 re-balance all sales in the 2007--2012 plan once the revised environmental sensitivity analvsis
is complete,

Thank you for yowr mterest in the OCS program, Secretary Salazar and [ look forward to working
with you 1o move forward in developing a comprehensive Federal offshore energy plan for the
benefit of the Nation, If' vou have any questions you may contact me or Ms, 8. Elizabeth Birnbaum,
Dircetor, MMS, at {202) 208-3500.

Sincerely,

it i

A, 0 ) %f
i v ’ st S .
; ,jg&y ;f”f”‘x/&{ ol
At A T ewis
ffévgf{k" Asgistant Secretary
' Land and Minerals Managemont



Similar letter being zeni o

The Honorable Byron L. Dorgan
The Honorable Lamar Alexander
The Honorabie John Barrasso
The Honorabie Murk Begich
The H: 130&93 ¢ Robert . Bennetl
The Honorable Christopher Bond
The Hsﬂomia Sam Browinhack
The Hoporable I Bunnasg

The Honorable Richard Buir

The Honorable Saxhy Chambliss
The Honorable Thad Cochran
The Hogorable John Comyn

The Honorable Bob Corker

The Honorable Tom Corbin

The Honerable Tom DeMint

The Honorgble Michae!l B, Enz;
The Hlonorshle Charles E. Grassley
The i{mumbm Orrin G Hate
The Honomble fames Efthi}iz,
The H@mm)su James Izukson
e Honorable Mike Jobanns

T

The Honorable John MeCum

The Honorabie Lisa Murkowsk)
The Honorabie Ben Nelson

The Henerable Mark Pryor

T'he Homorabie James F. Riseh
The Honorabie Pat Robarts

The Honorable Jeff Sessions

The Honorable Richard Shelby
The Honorabie John Thune

Ihe Honorable David Vigter

The Honorable George Yoinovich
The Honorable Roger Wicker

vy

he Honorable Bianche L. Lincoin
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June 11, 2008 o3

Secretary Dirk Kempthorne
Department of Interior
1849 C Street, NNW.

Washington, DC 20240 b

Director Mary Bomar

National Park Service Headquarters
1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Kempthome and Director Bomar:

[0:1 Wd L1 RAC 8002

ot e d
P

(3AIZ04Y

i
JHL &
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A

Thank you for meeting with members of the Arkansas Congressional Delegation on Tuesday,
June 11, 2008. Senator Lincoln and Congressman Ross each told me after the meeting how
appreciative they are for your time and attention to Hot Springs National Park.

1 am following up on the three requests | made at the meeting. Please provide me the following
as quickly as possible:

1.

Any evidence or documentation that the use of the logo or the use of “Hot Springs
National Park™ or “Hot Springs National Park, Arkansas” by the City of Hot Springs or
by the local Advertising and Promotion Commission has caused confusion among
visitors to the Hot Springs area;

The Department of Interior’s or the National Park Service’s written policy that led to the
filing of the Petition to Cancel and the date the policy was adopted; and

Any information or evidence establishing the basis for the belief by the Department of
Interior or the National Park Service that the City of Hot Springs or the Advertising and
Promotion Commission fraudulently obtained the trademark as alleged 1n paragraphs 17
through 22 of the Petition to Cancel.



If I can help work out a resolution between the Park Service and the community, I will be
glad to assist in any way [ can.

Again, | want to thank you for giving your time and attention to this matter. Hot Springs is
an American treasure and I look forward to the day when things are better than ever.

Sincerely,

JWA{W——-—%M?_,-

Mark Pryor



NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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158 (0120) v
JuL 142008
The Honorable Mark Pryor
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20516

Dear Senator Pryor: A d Q
ot

This letter is in response to your June 11, 2008 correspondence concemning the

Springs trademark issue. We are encouraged by your efforts to facilitate the working
relationship between the City and National Park Service (NPS). Enclosed are examples
of information thai relate 10 your requests concerning the litigation before the Trademark
Trial and Appeal Board (TTAB). U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service.
Hot Springs National Park v. Hot Springs Advertising & Promotion Commission
(Cancellation No. 92049191).

The proceeding before TTAB is a quasi-judicial adjudicative proceeding. The pariies 1o
this litigation are currently complying with TTAB's disclosure and discovery
requirements, in preparation for the briefings and trial that are to follow. Information
relevant 10 the pleadings will continue to become available throughout this process. In the
meantime, to protect the position of the United States in this litigation. we will respond 10
your current requests with examples of publicly available documents.

Enclosures 1 and 2 are examples of complaints directed 10 the National Park Service
about non-Park businesses who use the Park's name. Enclosure 3 demonstrates the use
of the trademark by the Hot Springs Advenising and Promotion Commission to promote
such non-Park activities as horse racing, casino-style gambling, amusement parks.
miniature polf, municipal tax collection, municipal law enforcement, and other municipal
services.

With regard 10 your inquiry concerning “policy,” the action undertaken on behalf of the
Department of the Interior and the Nationai Park Service is an outgrowth of our
responsibility under the Lanham Act (15 U.8.C. §§ 1051-1127) and the National Park
Service Organic Act (16 U.S.C, §§ 1-4). Together they require the Department to defend
the NPS, its name, and associated intellectual property values.

Enclosure 4, Trademark Application Serial No. 76308712, is an exampie of information
containing representations relevant to the fraud count in the Petition to Cancel.



+ cemev w wuiy tu pursue the jitigation before the
1rademark Trial and Appeal Board, we share your interest in seeing the matter resolved
to everyone’'s benefit and will continue to seek opportunities to settle the maiter and work
with the City to advance the broader mutual interests.

We appreciate your concern about this matter,

Mary A. Bomar
Director

Enclosures



NOTINNAL SR

1 am including a copy of the letter I sent 1o the Arlington Hotel in July of this year. 1 apologize
for the time differential, but it bas come to my attention that the National Park Service sctually
has no control over the Arlington. As you surely received this same letter in July, it was my
mmderstanding that the Arfington Hotel fell under the “jurisdiction”, if you will, of the National
Park Service. All of their advertisement indicates soch and their addresa is even shown as “Hot
Springs National Park™.

In addition to my foul treatment st said purported “resort”, I now find myself angered, yet again,
by their false advertisement. Is there not a way 1o stop this from heppening? To be honest, 1
mummmmmewmurmmwnwm end will
ysontinue to do 80 unless something changes.

pg to let you know, that I have speat an extraordinary smount of time in Hot Springs over the
fhe months, I have stayed et numerous other hotzls and have received the most wonderful
rous care. As I have stressed in the attached letier, ] assure you that 1 will never stay at
gton agsin. 1 bope that you will be able to “maks things happen” in regards to the false
gsement of the Arlingion. Agsin, if 1 was under the impression that the National Park

¥ 'was associated with - and had control over - maﬂhmﬂmhowmymhusm
nder the same impression?

!a:lfracmuﬂmmlfmhnvamymonflmgmbeablunhelpmuywny

nonresponsive

nonresponsive
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c/o the Genera] Manager
239 Central Avenue
Hot Springa, AR 71901

Dear Madam ar Sir:

On 07/07A07, my family and I were in Hot Springs for a dance competition at the Convention
Center, 1 have been to Hot Springs many, many times, but my visits have always centered on Lake
Hamilion. On this occasion, however, we needed 40 be In the downtown area. The Austin and
Embaasy Suites were filled to capacity with dancers, 1 then thought of the Arlington as it was very
vearby. I had never stayed there, but 1 believed itgg-be 8 horury hotel. I got cnline and was assured
by the wehelte that it was a lwoury hotel ~ an award winning “resort and spa”™, When ] cailed to make
my resefvation, | was, again, told that the Arlington was 8 Juxury hotel. Let me take you through my
stay at the ‘Arlington.

Upon arrival, 1 was ynpleasently surprised to find that the valet pariing was full. 1 was then
checked in by  disinterested emplayse. My mother, daughter, and 1 walked the dark, dank hallwny
fur.room end we thought that we had been given the wrong key because none of us could get the
open. A maid that was walking past advised me that 1 would have to push in very hard because
s sticking. She was correct; you just had to turn the key and really put your shoulder fnto

1 walked into the room 1 first noticed a horrible discolored place on the carpet. 1t

8d as though a hot iron had been placed there and had burned the carpet. The bathroom

} mside the doorway and it was borrible. The tiles on the floor were mismatched, the shower
covered in mildew, and there were rust stains in the tub. It sppeared that someone had begun
mmwmw ‘The toilot was 50 clost to the sink and an

When we returned from the Convention Center it was late. I checked on the valet parking,
Just to make sure, but was told that it was, indeed, full. 1 was then told that 1 could park in 2 parking
garege about a block away. If that was full, | would have to park even further away than that. When
1 asked how we (my mother and daughter were with me) were supposed 1o get back to the hotel, |
was assured that the “Arlington shuttle” would pick us up. The parking garape, of course, was full
and ] had to drive down to the old Majestic Hotel to park. We then waited on the shuttie and it soon
arrived. 1t was & small, older car that could only accommodate four adults. We had to wait for the
shwbl:‘:hlwuplemthhmlndmfum. Please note that we were waiting in a darkened

Whnmﬁnﬂymﬁhm%hnﬂuy@ghrmm@hgmmmmﬂ
carriage rides. 1 couldn’t find any literature in the room om it, 80 I called the front desk. The night
clerk that 1 spoke with could not answer any of my questions, I thought they were fairly simple and
should have been known by the staff as the carriage rides began just outxide of the Arlington. 1only
wanted to know the coat of the ride, how long they would be giving them, and bow long the ride
lasted. Again, my questions were answered with “well...”, *I think”, and 1 would imagine”.

Let me return quickly to the stats of the room. My daughter was so uncomfortable that she
didwmwul]. Shnmaﬂ'lidﬂmhmwmgoinxm come out once we turned off the light. The

.tli.n.-nin..llinlll..'




walls were so thin that I conld hear the people in the next room sneeze. To top it all off, the

television volume was not working properly, One moment you have to tun it up because you
couldn't hear, the very next moment it was blaring. We just didn’t watch any television.

The next morning we got ready to depart. As we were walking downstairs we passed a taid
in the ballway. My mother spoke to her ss we passed and it seemed to take a great effort on the pant
of the maid for ber to respond in kind. We then waited in an overly warm ballway for the elevator,
which finally came, My mother found oui that breakfast was supposed to be included with our
“Family Package”. We had not been told sbout this st check-in, My mother mentioned this ot check
out and the clerk geve Mother thres vouchers and directed her to the dining room - which was closed.
T could not take any more “huxury” service, 1 remarned to the clerk and asked about the “closed™
dining room. Has then looked at this watch and sald, “Oh, well it closes at ten”. It was five mintes
after ten. I retumed the vouchers 1o him stating that we obviousty did not need them. 1 then advised
him of how umhsppy we had been with our stay ot the Arlington snd that we would not ever be back.
He 1oemed to get angry and said *1'm sarry you feel that way."

There were only two people that were very pleasant and helpful. One was an African
American belfhop. I did not get his name, but every time I saw him he was smiling and helping
somecne. The other was jRSSII. Afier leaving the hotel, my mother noticed that a $130 charge
bad bezn added to our bill. Apparently someone had been to the Fountain Room and had given our
room yumber for the bill. Ms, il very quickly assisted Mother in that correction.

Let me assure you that | have stayed in many hory hotels. The Arfington is not one of them.
Had we not nesded to be in the downtown area on Saturday, I promise that we would not have stayed
the night. [ would have had better accommodations at 8 Motel6. To state, in any way, that the
Arlingion is 8 howury hotel is false advertisement. The webasite is not just misleading ~ it’s a lie.

I assure you that I will never return to the Arlington “Resort and Spa”. 1 also assure you that |
will tell others about my stay. It was the treatment that we received, as much s the accommodations,

that was not to my liking. I had hoped to show my dsughter a wonderfual hotel that was rich with
history. Such was pot the case and it very nearly ruined our weekend trip.

nonresponsive

ec: Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce
The Arkansss Department of Parks and Tourism



L

NS
LA
¥

QQO-»\/\WM%, .
MG 0. S Sallmy ww5ﬂuw N
%"d&\x\)c&m\n& MMWMG’LV@AQ&
Suwdily oa Geeidie . o,

otita, Comney Gy Mot ki f Qo

MUy oo 'm&m&&qﬁmuﬁmmm

Podaa mﬁmm%m Ww’%@a& o

W‘b\_ | '

I %’E&T&MM\QQ% oy e Made ous Sk
Mmﬂwﬁ—w&‘ on Need e VU dliaal Pk,
Cerssaud b W Wliad Wse thsugs G- log o Jos el Qe
We Uoene wancued. Nay e Lamn il | \:W*\MWP‘*M
o apeniall vlialisusup Punk tavs snliy We compusd
Sauy e wed! tVEnOWHL PaRY "mwcmMm
Ll e MMW%MWM e wio oo
Vealom el \o dansonds Warnam Yoaiugs .

T oA ity sou Hhaks Quin. Wy vmnoge Ma,
Voo odly Anmmaned \uy o ome wesde fouy un Mt Spuass,
U Nomaas . “The emuphania sheudd. Y ml&gmwm
st Rudasrnsn Y4 & alendiul stakg , We wnged odd
Sy Dnmot, ok S . Undihae M s o e’
kt \A&uh}éc&CL%mOmDm\Mm[mm
Qe Quizago athae Jpdk Saps 08 N Coponea .

Coue Hua wioest @out aliout i . usbek Wk Suues

2@, wr . .



. o Mmtmwmo&m!m‘mu&ﬂ
Dﬁav@mw srudiudidions , e \D‘JM‘% '

SUL WMDY WA
S T s b, geSioval Podeg Ruagli
Spaings . Yo RURK
Sy ak B Voduge Sodie cllewa, Potlhsunn Rau-
Rha. Lo oL wenda Jul. pﬁn-r-n:‘fhw va G\‘-Nﬁu@*%
S uppork O el Vo dwelepd. wle o Seadian usdle
\m&“ \DMSMli Twa E\‘.\h o&m&ﬁi&t’w olleve Wy amw
ey gt TRV TN ei(am\.g&c. o Rrrm.\um.«ﬁL . )

We weledad a Ll codiad Logers Grewitholndley

0rvd . @uiC 008 Muat ure eerled dlmaye vucth (uope pasp@ine
W Dy (Mode mﬂnmoQ‘ Sausmmars | Wiy toak odueriSane
o \uven, OplSd \ukt U Maver. waslumed, Brals wi

Lotuds \oa o Aruiom of than Gnigsmuf‘&ummu:\m&o&
Haa A gmg ookl .

Mans wene Qehas ufio rmade oS- une ot
Pwaons” TVATIONBL DARK \r& e \mﬁ Q
Propie Jdax Qe
oS8 Wnnd< B, mﬁ%ﬁ‘;&z& Stj:km \ue@u&f

T\“%M\“'q SwowmS o) asoumd, Mﬂmu.czmﬁxlﬂﬁ Rl
PARK TOURS and, st Vareear ek wh Qe sy Yoz Sdless
K wout B H . The Qs Sanmned vy e SuX
Wacasnng Jo wan ORnecedsd, wad. Wation aL tarks”
T coded Mok ke edlune g Tty 4e8m an of thg
Selmman)s , (i o thauy weire. peud of “thy ntiounL
PaREs, Tha" WIATION R PARKS usotSAMK e e w.



\Qdeuy Urtewe, g Wena | Wawam, e gk o8ooaudtly,
et e tetehe un om, e e we weus oalad o4 Mel
RY ok 102 pu. prason . T yeu wordad iy vdz you
sould wane Y- oY, Mewthia waa termgudid T masay
windaistend. leut T qruudily wanbied rruy darmdl ond T
Ve Lol wig U @ Com 0pmeg, Wurs lau, caedhs ol
rada une ol g Lustd. CURTIOORL PARY S Yo et
Sudaag i Bautilp .
Skl T g mruy welled \andds . iy echak

D Mypparesd wotli, gedadt Joou wy S Bune Mugkts
e Seme TRTIONAL PARY RALEERS sk udio migidk

P \da pedadk ma . Buk e soddond ug\K of ol wea
DAy opmilumam Uslio Wad wrdid, G 847 o8, Wy, Yo
Opomd. dalldaeny olrooud, Wi Ahe e ke K mugulc
Lok Wom o ual 56 enly te Jud suttak-We Waslsane
(LETIINAL PARKS,

T Bta i, stiudieu m\:?-?)o.muﬂqiowi
oeotndived, WA ek Spiwqgs e ane 'aSmadl

Uia i somed Pone RTIoN BL PARYS 1o il
e pudilie tokp Quk sudh opuand s watheeas
Tro wedn







Play. Relax. Repeat’- 2

B Uniquely Hot Springs.
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08-04-2001
G Sewnt & TIORTH Nl fprt D, #7%

Applicant:

P.O. Address:

First Use Anywhere:

First Use in Commerce:

Services

Filing Correspondent:

XT{()T%\
SPRINGS

NATIONAL A

ARKANSAS

T™ Applicatin 2003.8.21.408

Enclosure 4

Hot Springs Advertising

and Promotion Commission
P.0. Box §000
Hot Spriags National Park, AR
71902
May 15, 1987
May 15, (987
Advertising and promotion of
services and facilities of Hot Springs
National Park in Class 35
(U.S. CL 101
Speed & Rogers, P.A.
1701 Centerview Dr,, Suite 125
Littie Rock, Arkansas 72211
Phone (501) 219-2800
Email speediaw@speediaw.com

?630871 2

[ ratig]

NPS 00001



TRADEMARK APPLICATION SERIAL NO. 7630871 2

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
FEE RECORD SHEET

03/30/2001 GTHIMAG2 000UG176 T630M717
#1 FLz3B1 J25.00

PTO-1555

{st‘?} S48 Gooewrvennt Pritiag Divee: 2000 — 4852322019

NPS Annn?



Gaky N ekt
W Rocens® Speed & Rogers, P.A. T ks
{201 Centerview Drive, Suiw 123
Listie Rock, AR 122114314

{5013 2192800 . S Gty M Sy
Fax ($01) 2192879
wrse speadliw.com
August 29, 2001
Assistant Commissioner for Trademarks
Box FEE
2900 Crysial Drive

Arlington, VA 22202-3513

RE: Applicant: Hot Springs Advertising and Promotion Commission
Mark: HOT SPRINGS NATIONAL PARK ARKANSAS {WITH DESIGN]

Sir:
Enclosed are the following:
I. Trademark application with declaration, power of aitomey and drawing
for registration of the abowve-referenced mark.
2. Three specimens showing the mark.
3. Check in the amount of $325 in payment of the filing fee.
4, Return postcard.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter,
Vory truly yeur;
Gary N. Spe b
Auorney for Applicant
GNS/gs

NPS Onnn3



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

MARK: | HOT SPRINGS NATIONAL
PARK ARKANSAS [W/DESIGN]

INTL. CLASSES: 35(U.S. Cl. 10Y)

TO THE COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS:
APPLICANT: Hot Springs Advertising & Promotion Commission

BUSINESS ADDRESS; 134 Convention Blvd.
P.O. Box 6000
Hot Springs National Park, AR 71902

CITIZENSHIP/STATE

OF INCORPORATION: A commission of the City of Hot Springs, Arkansas
with its principal place of business in Hot Springs
National Park, Arkansas

Applicant requests registration of the above-identified trademark shown in the
accompanying drawing in the United States Patent and Trademark Office on the Principal

Register established by the Act of July 5, 1946 (15 U.S.C. §1051 et seq, as amended) for the

following services:

Advertising and promolion of services and facilities of Hot Springs
National Park in Class 35 (U.S. Cl. 101)

The mark was first used in connection with the above-referenced services anywhere at
lenst as early as May 15, 1987 and in intersiate commerce at least as early as May 15, 1987; and

is now in use in such commerce with such services.

NPS 00004



DECLARATION

1, Steve Arrison, Executive Director of Applicant , being hereby warned that witlful false
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section
1001 of Title 8 of the United States Code and that such willful statements may jeopardize the
validity of the application or any registration resulting therefrom, declares that he is properly
authorized to exccute this application on behalf of the Applicant; he believes the Applicant to be
the owner of the mark snught to be registered, or, if the application is being filed under 15 U.S.C.
1051(b), he believes Applicant to be entitled to use such mark in commerce,; to the best of his
knowledge and belief, no other person, firm, corporation or association has the right to use said
mark in commerce, either in the identical form or in such near resemblance thereto as may be
likely, when applied to the goods of such other person, to cause confusion, or to cause mistake,
or to deceive; and that all statements made of his own knowledge are true and all statements

made on information and belief are believed to be true,

POWER OF A RNEY

Applicant hereby appoint Gary N. Speed and Mark A. Rogers its attorneys 1o file this
declaration with full power of substitution and revocation, and to transact all business in the
United-States Patent and Trademark Office in connection therewith and to receive the certificate

of registration and directs that all correspondence be forwarded to:

Gary N. Speed

Speed & Rogers, P.A.

1701 Centervizw Dr., Suite 125
Little Rock, Arkansas 72211
Phone (501) 219-2800

Email speedlaw(@speedlaw.com

T Application 2001-8-21.dot -2 - 08/21/01

1 5A-T-BNaYa¥alals



Signed at Hot Springs National Park, Arkansas this Jeeday of August, 2001,

APPLICANT:

Hot Springs Advertising and Promotion
Commission

By:

1, Executive Director

Tt Appication 2001-8-21.000 I P 08/24/0%

NPS 00006
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0804-2001
VA Friant & TMORYTH Mt Mgt e #7Y
Applicant: Hot Springs Adventising
and Promotion Commission

P.O. Address: P.0O. Box 6000
Hot Springs National Park, AR
71902

First Use Anywhere: May 15, 1987

First Use in Commerce: May 15, 1987

Services Advertising and promotion of
services and facilities of Hot Springs
Nationai Park in Clasgs 35
(Uu.s Ch 101

Filing Correspondent: Speed & Rogers, P.A.
1701 Centerview Dr., Suite 125
Litle Rock, Arkansay 72211
Phone (501) 219-2800
Ematl speedlaw@speedlaw.com

DTN T C
SPRINGS,
ARKANSAS
76308712
TM Application 2001-8-21 da¢ -4 faru

NPS 00007
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COMMITTEES (202) 224-2382
cm:’ﬂ:?i?m%;?:%ﬂmn . S00 PRESIDENT CLINTON AVENUE
k Suite 401
o Wnited Dtates Senate e h
HOMELAND SECURITY AND (801) 3246336
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS _ WASHINGTON, DC 20510 TouL Free: {877) 258-9602

SELECT COMMITTEE ON ETHICS January 10, 2007

hitp./pryor.senate gov

SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Mr. Matt Eames

Director of Congressional and Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of the Interior

Mail Stop 6242

1849 C Street, Northwest

Washington, District of Columbia 20240

Dear Mr. Eames:

t write to you on behalf of my constituent, [[JIETSRRNE. who has written me concerning the
Depariment of the Interior's enforcement of concealed handgun restrictions within the Hot
Springs National Park. Enclosed please find a copy of [GUEEEEIE detailed concemns.

I would appreciate any assistance you can provide m having the proper authorities at the

Department of the Interior respond to request. In addition, | would be grateful if you
would provide me with the Department of the Interior’s response on this matter. If you have any
questions, or need any additional information, please contact Kim Cooper at (202) 224-2353.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and I look forward to hearing from you in the near
future,

Sincerely,

- %NwaMLanvﬂL—

Mark Pryor

P.S. Due to increased security precautions, mail delivery to the U.S. Senate may be
unpredictably delayed. Such delays often hinder my ability to respond to concerned Arkansans
as quickly as I would like. 1 appreciate your patience and apologize for any delay in my respoifse.

1VIYYL3¥I3S IA1Ln VIR
3H1 40 331:}503313 kB

BE:S K 91 Nyr Lop
U3AI303y

10400



Constituent

Email: david@ontargetir.com

Oear Senator Pryor;

Would you please communicate with the Law Enforcement branch of the U.S.
Bepariment of the Interior to request them to relax the restrictions on the

possession of concealed handguns by Arkansans who hold the Arkansas Concealed
Handgun Licenses (CHL) while traveling through throughways within the

jurisdiction of Hot Springs National Park.

Occasionally, local residents and visilors to Hol Springs prefer to use Guipha
Gorge Rd. (U.S. Hwy. 70 B) to connect with Arkansas Hwy. 7 (Park Avenue) or
U.S. Hwy 70 (East Grand Avenue). Additionally, numerous residents and visitors
alike use Blacksnake Rd. to travel between Whittington Ave. and Mountain Pine
RD. West of Hot Springs. Both public rcadways are maintained by either Garland
County or State of Arkansas Road/Highway Departments at the expense of those
entities. | do nol expec! the National Park Rangers to open all of the roadways
and trails to concealed handguns though.

Where CHL holders are concerned: their licenses are not handed out arbitrarily.

In order to qualify for a CHL the person must be a residenl of the state for

the previous 12 consecutive months and pass an FB! background check. He or she
cannot have a history of mental iliness or have a criminal record (including
domestic violence). The iccal law enforcement authorilies are queried, and are

able 1o state their objections to the applicant. Finaily, if the applicant has

a history of drug or alcohol abuse the application can be refused.

Additionally, if the applicant is convicted of more than two DWI's in a three
year period or consumes alcohol while in possession of a firearm, he or she can
have their license revolked.

As an Arkansas Centified Concealed Handgun License instructor, | am aware that
the state has issued more than 65,000 CHL permils since 1995. The Arkansas
State Police Concealed Handgun Division now receives about 7Q applications per
day for processing.

Due to the fact that these CHL holders are required to receive legislatively
mandated training, they are the least likely people in the state to
indiscriminately use their handguns without provocation. Instructors vehemently
caution students to avoid the use of lethal force except in the most extreme
circumstances. In facl, they are cautioned to be observant of the actions of
others around them and to steer clear of problematic situations.

In matters of the use of lethal force, FBI sialislics indicate that out of
about two million incidents where citizens lawfully draw their guns in seif
defense, the gun is only discharged about 2% of the time.

Since Hot Springs National Park is one of only two National Parks located in
urban seltings, the fact that the swollen population density of the area should

InterTrac Tracksheet 01 1

011102007



be taken into account with regard to the application of Title 36, Section 2.4-
Weapons, Traps and Nets, {a) (3) Traps, nets and unlcaded weapons may be
possassed within a temporary lodging or mechanical mode of conveyance when such
impiements are rendered temporarily inoperable or are packed, cased or stored

in a manner thal will prevent their ready use. and . (b) Carrying or possessing

a loaded weapon in a motor vehicle, vessel or other mode of transportation is
prohibited. | am only asking that the Department of the interior amend this

section to allow an exception lo legitimate holders of a CHL to travel through

the Park’s jurisdiction while reroute to another destination outside of the

park’s jurisdiction.

Hot Springs is a favorite destination of many Arkansans. It would be
unfortunate if a visitor were to be arrested when they are carrying a firearm
that is otherwise legal throughout the rest of the state. Even though
ignorance of the law is no excuse, is it warranted to penalize someone to the
extent of the arbitrary enforcement of a law thal was adopted for the obvious
protection of wildlife in a rural or wilderness selting?

Thank you for your atlention to this matter.

Respectfully yours,

nonresponsive

inle1Trac Tracksheel 01 2 0111012007



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, D.C. 20240

FEB © 1 2007

25535k

Thank you for your interest in our regulation that manmges the possession of weapons when in a unit of the
Nsational Park Servics (NPS) Your letler dated Jenuary 10, 2007, has baen forwerded to me for response, |
understand you feel it's (mportant for persona! protection. However, the NPS finds the curmen: reguiation, 368
CFR 2.4, 1o be very effective for these primary reasans:

o Parke are safe piaces. While some crima doas occur on NPS managed lends, stalislica show that
such crima lsveis are far lower than in ather similary-situated communilies, espoecially when considering
that the National Park Syatem hes approximately 280 miiflon visis each year.

o “Rightta canry" laws do not reduce crime. [n fact, armad citzans attempting to assist rangers create
volati'e stuations, often putting the private clilzan or rangec’s fife in jeopardy

o Flrearma sirandy may be transportsd In a vehicle threugh any park area. They need fo be made
ihoperable or stored In suth a manner as to prevent helr ready use. The firearms regulation is
designed o ensure public safety and provide maximum protection of wildlife resources by limiting the
opportunity for uneuthorized use of weapons, while still praviding reasonahle reguiatory relief for
persons ivmg within, traveing frrough. or conduciing activitias on lands adjacen! 1o park areas.

o “Rightto carry™ laws do not protect visRors from wildife. Most weapons carried for protection from
wildiife are not adequate for that purpase. Untrained individuals attempting (o protect themselves from
dangerous animais oRen exacarbats the shuation.

Therefore, the NPS does not support any change in the current regulation (38 CFR 2.4) which prohibits
possessing, carrying, of using a weapon in vidually all units of the NPS_ if you have further questians in rogard
t:;‘g; issue, please contact Jerry Case, Chigf Reguletions and Speciel Park Uses,

- -208-4206.

* Sincerely,

K wAG e

Karen Taylor-
Associate Diractar, Visitor and Resourca Protaction

cs Honorabte Mark Pryor
257 Dirksen Senate Office Buikiing
Washington, DC 20510
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The Honorable Gale A. Norton
The Secretary of Interior

1849 CStreet, NW
Washington, DC 20240-0001

Mark Pryor

Hnited States Senators

October 24, 2005

Dear Madam Secretary and Mr. Flughes:

54

Lt

REPREBENTATIVES:
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On behalf of the Congressional Committee, we have the pleasure of inviting you to join us for
the 54th National Prayer Breakfast on Thursday, February 2, 2006, at the Hilton Washington in

Washington, D.C.

Annually, Members of Congress, the President and other national leaders have gathered to
reaffirm our trust in God and recognize the reconciling power of prayer. Friends and leaders from
throughout the United States and more than 160 countries come in the spirit of friendship to ser
aside their differences, seeking to build and strengthen relationships through our love for God and
concern for one another. Although we face remendous challenges each day, our hearts can be
strengthened both individually and collectively, as we seek God’s wisdom and guidance together.

Your prompt response is essential and greatly appreciated. Please refer to the enclosed RSVP
card for deadline information. We sincerely hope you will be able to participate in this special time,

NPB 4

Norm Coleman

Sincerely,

PHONE {703) 237-3630 FaxX (703) 237-1807

E-Mall; NPECOENPBCO.ORG

Nonw &‘W‘—-—" NW-—%!“R”

Mark Pryor
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP L . ’ ipigryorn senalngoy
November 21, 2003

Mr. David Bernhardt

Director of Congressional and Legislative Affairs
United States Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, NW

Mailstop 6242

‘Washington, D.C. 20240-0001

Dear Mr, Bernhardt:

1 am forwarding a letter to you from fy constituent, has
expressed a concern about Undersecretary J. Steven Griles. 1 would appreciate it if you
would respond 1o her directly to address her questions. :

Thank you in advance for your help with this matter. T appreciate your assistarice.

Sincerely,
Murpae- < Reyjorz—
Mark Pryor
MLP/mjd
Enclosure
1YY Eyogs IAHAIINF—
3H1 30 321440

WSl Wd £- 93080 099!.69
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Holyfield, Greg {Pryor) )
From: nonresponsive

Sent: uncay, September 14 M
To: Public, Senator (Pryor)
Subject: Fire Griles immediatety!

September 14, 2003

Sen. Mark Pryor
Washington, DC

Dear Sen. PryoT,

“The following is a copy of a letter sent to the indicated recipient(s) on 9/14/2003:

Gale Norton

We demand that you fire Undersecretary J Steven Griles. He iz still receiving payments
of $284,000 a year from hig former lobbying firm while working for the government. He has
violated his written promises tc stop lobbying on their behalf. No cone in the government
should be allowed to personally profit from the plunder of our public lands and the
weakening of environmental health standards.

Sincerely,

NONresSPONSIVE K — S




United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, D.C. 20240

DEC 15 2003

1 am in receipt of your email to Senator Mark Pryor dated September 14, 2003,
conceming Deputy Secretary J. Steven Gniles. The Senator has asked me to reply
directly to you.

The information regarding the structure of the payments to Mr. Griles from his former
lobbying firm was provided to the Senate and considered during its process to confirm
Mr.Griles as Deputy Secretary. This information was also considered by the Office of
Govemment Ethics in reviewing Mr. Griles’s financial disclosure report prior to
confirmation.

Sincerely,

avid L. B Td

Director, Office of Congressional and
Legislative Affairs and Counselor to
the Secretary

Copy to Senator Mark Pryor



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY TAKE PRIDE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 INAMERICA
oCT 21 2009 -

The Honorable Mark Pryor
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Pryor:

Thank you for your letier dated September 18, 2009, to Secretary Ken Salazar expressing your
strong support for the 2010-2015 Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Draft Proposed Program
(DPP). Secretary Salazar asked me to respond. A similar letter is being sent to each signer of

your letter.

The comment period on the DPP closed on September 21, 2009. The Minerals Management
Service (MMS) received over 530,000 comments on the DPP. The MMS will summarize and
analyze those comments as quickly as possible in order to move expeditiously to the next steps in
the process, which include scoping of the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and
publication of the Proposed Program and draft EIS. Your comments will be considered carefully

in that endeavor.

On July 28, 2009, the U.S. Court of Appeals clarified that its ruling on the 2007-2012 Program
delays only those sales in the Chukchi, Beaufort, and Bering Seas. However, it will be necessary
to re-balance all sales in the 2007-2012 plan once the revised environmental sensitivity analysis

is complete.

Thank you for your interest in the OCS program. Secretary Salazar and I look forward to working
with you to move forward in developing a comprehensive Federal offshore energy plan for the
benefit of the Nation. If you have any questions you may contact me or Ms. S. Elizabeth Birnbaum,

Director, MMS, at (202) 208-3500.
Sincerely,
Ps . )
Wilma A. Lewis

Assistant Secretary
Land and Minerals Management



Mnited Dtates Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
September 138, 2009

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear My, Secretary:

We are writing to convey our strong support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Oil
and Gas Leasing Program (DPP) proposed by the U.S. Minerals Management Service (MMS). By opening up
new offshore areas for natural gas and oil leasing and development and also allowing for the development of
renewable energy as proposed in the DPP, the Department of the Interior can provide the United States with an
opportunity to responsibly produce our own energy. This development will bolster our nation’s economy, create
new jobs and decrease our dependence on foreign sources of energy.

It is more important than ever that the federal government allow for development of domestic offshore
energy supplies made available in the DPP. By offering new leasing opportunities, the DPP is appropriately
expansive and provides the Department with maximum flexibility to properly utilize our nation’s domestic
resources.

Now is the appropriate time to promote long-term policies that responsibly encourage job creation while
growing the economy. Important offshore areas, like those in Alaska, offer tremendous natural gas and oil
resources. By some estimates, the Chukchi Sea alone off Alaska’s coast contains as much natural gas and oil as
the country has produced in the Gulf of Mexico since 1942.

Additionally, we urge MMS to move forward with the 2007-2012 Leasing Program while working to
approve and finalize the new DPP. Implementing a sensible, forward-thinking energy policy will allow for
responsible leasing and development of America’s energy resources and will help industries and businesses here
at home that rely heavily on natural gas and crude oil. It will also further our national security and energy
security interests and. ot course, spur jobs and economic growth as we open new areas o icasing and
development.

In conclusion, we are pleased to see that the MMS has included new leasing areas in the DPP and has
acknowledged the need for the United States to begin responsibly developing the abundant energy resources
located off our coasts. We believe that the DPP is an important step in creating a robust, diverse, national energy
policy which will help secure our energy future. We urge you to move forward on the DPP as you work to
finalize a new five-year OCS plan. Thank you for your attention to this important matter. Please do not hesitate

to contact us if we can be of assistance to you.

%%ﬂ‘u

Sincerely,
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The Honorable Ken Salazar

September 18, 2009

Page Three ‘
!
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MNnited States Denate ok

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 /}/(,

November 30, 2012

Lena McDowell

Associate Director for Business Services
National Park Service

1849 “C” Street, NW

Room 2276

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. McDowell:

We are writing to you today about the implementation of risk management strategies in National
Parks, specifically with regard to the contract under consideration for canoe rental operations at
Buffalo National River in Arkansas. Ms. Jo Pendry graciously agreed to meet with us recently
about several contracting issues which we think undermine visitor services in National Parks,
including high liability insurance requirements,

Among our concerns in the Buffalo River contract are the Operating Plan, Exhibit B, and the
manner in which the National Park Service arrives at solutions for risk management issues in
general. The language in Contract Exhibit B, Operating Plan paragraph 2N(4) prohibits put-in
activity by concessioners when river levels are determined to be “High”, which represent swift
water or Class 1l conditions on the Buffalo National River, unless:

¢ “The concessioner can verify that their client, and all members of the clients party, have

canoeing experience on swift moving rivers;
¢ They possess good river canoeing skills, and;
e They are familiar with rescue procedures.”

In response to an inquiry by concessioners on May 29, 2012, the Service wrote that this
verification could be obtained by use of a “self~certification form”. I think you will agree that
“self-certification” is quite different legally and in practice than requiring the concessioner to
“verify” or attest to the paddling skills of their clients, Therefore, a contradiction with confusing,
potentially serious legal consequences may be created if the language in (4) remains as written.
Is NPS going to allow concessioners to develop this document and self-certification language,
which may not adequately fulfill the legal verification requirements outlined in (4) of the
Operating Plan as it is currently written?

Providing appropriate warning and orientation to visitors at various water levels is an appropriate
risk management consideration at Buffalo National River. However, if this risk management
concern is appropriate for the visitors of concessioners then it would appear that the Service is
obligated to apply the same concern and policy to the safety of those who rent boats outside the
purview of NPS regulations and those who barrow or bring their own boats to the Buffalo River
during similar water [evels, If the river is only closed to the customers of concessioners, would
that not encourage visitors to rent canoes or craft elsewhere without proper safety orientation or
insurance coverage? We want to emphasize that we are not advocating procedures that



complicate reasonable public access, increase the Service’s or visitors’ costs, or require the
Service to raise fees for access to Buffalo National River. We are simply pointing out the
incongruity in the Service’s policy and its potential for unintended consequences which may
increase risks to Park visitors,

This leads us to the process for arriving at these risk management solutions for concessioners in
National Parks and at Buffalo River. While the operating plan is the appropriate place to address
this specific issue, that plan and risk management strategies in general should be developed in
collaboration with concessioners so that contradictory direction, which is inconsistent with the
legal obligations of the contract and operating plan, are not created as may have occurred in this
instance.

We ask that Exhibit B (4) and the verification process it refers to be revised before requiring
concessioners to sign contracts which obligate them to abide by this provision. As an alternative,
the contract may, for example, obligate concessioners to work in collaboration with NPS to
develop appropriate risk management strategies when “High” water conditions are present.

The fact that we are writing to you on issues of such detail is indicative of a failure of the current
concessions contracting process, which does not provide an avenue through which concessioners
may effectively address legitimate issues. We suspect that operating plans may be developed
with a higher level of collaboration in some Parks than occurred in this instance. However, we
also know this issue continues to be a concern for several of the Buffalo River applicants
especially if the language is not adjusted.

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns about this issue, We very much appreciate
and support your desire to get this contract issued in a timely fashion so that Buffalo River
concessioners can begin preparing for the 2013 season. We look forward to receiving your
response as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

genator Mark Pryor I
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The Honorable Thormas L. Strickland

Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife and Parks
Department of the Interior

1849 ( Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Strickland,

Per our conversation yesterday. 1 write 10 you to express concern over the Department of
Interior’s policy on commercial filming on Department of Interior properties, especially on
National Park Service (NPS) properties. My particular concern is in regard to the Public
Broadcasting System (PBS) Arkansas Affiliate. AETN.,

Producer Chuck Dovish has a weekly TV series called, "Exploring Arkansas with Chuck
Dovish™ that airs on AETN. He has highlighted state and national parks and other outdoor
adventure spots in Arkansas for 30 years. The last five years he has been a producer for AETN
s0 every show he produces is seen statewide by thousands of our viewers.

He recently planned a film shoot at the lower portion of the Buffalo River to do a segment on the
Native American Rock House. The 10,000 year old site once inhabited by Native Americans is a
lesser known spot Lo visil in Arkansas. His segment would have educated Arkansans about a
unique part of our history and culture, raised awareness of the Buffalo National River, and
promoted tourism to the NPS facilities.

Unfortunately, he and his crew were told they were required to fill out permit papers and pay
certain “'cost recovery™ fees that they were not accustomed to paying. According to AETN, these
fees are not reasonable and are cost prohibitive.

Recent laws, including P.L. 106-67, were enacted in efforts to recover costs incurred as a result
of filming activities taking place on park propertics. These laws were primarily designed to
recoup costs from the filming of high-grossing motion pictures like “Dances with Wolves.”
However, AETN's products are educational in nature and are composed for non-profit purpose.
In addition, they do not have the resources that large production companies inay have. Their
programs educale the public, raise awareness of park facilities, and drive visitors to parks.

Existing laws, regulations, and NPS reference manuals grant authority and discretion to set
reasonable fees and make waivers in certain instances where the NPS may see stgnificant
benefits from the production of certain public awareness programming that is consistent with the
mission of the NPS.



Due to the public interest nature of AETN’s programming, I encourage Secretary Salazar or the
NPS Director to notify Arkansas NPS superinlendents in writing that AETN should be treated
differently under commercial filming regulations in accordance to Reference Manual 53
Appendix 13-3 “Other Media Coverage,” and should have all Cost Recovery fees eliminated or
significantly reduced.

I appreciate your consideration of this request. I look forward to working with you to clarify the
intent of existing laws and regulations regulating filming on NPS properties to preserve
unimpaired the natural and cultural resources and values of the national park system for the
enjoyment, education, and inspiration of this and future generations, We hope the Park Service
will cooperate with partners like PBS and its affiliates to extend the benefits of natural and
cultural resource conservation and outdoor recreation throughout this country and the world.

If you have any questions, please feel free to follow up with my Legislative Assistant, Andrew

Grobmyer, at (202) 224-2353. Additionally, Carole Adornetto, Director of Production for AETN,
would be happy lo answer any of ycur questions. She can be reached at (501) 682-4124.

Sincerely,

Mark Pryor
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The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

U.S. Department of Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ken:

I am pleased to write in support of the City of McGehee, Arkansas’, grant application
which has been submitted 1o the National Park Service. | understand the proceeds will be
used to renovale the Railroad Depot in McGehee which will be used as a museum and
house the Japanese American Confinement Site display.

As you may know, Desha and Ashley County in Arkansas had the only Japanese
American Confinement sites east of Wyoming. This museum will be of great benefit to
the people of southeast Arkansas and, also, recognize and pay tribute to those interned in
these camps.
This is an important project that is curtainly worthy of funding. 1t is my hope that the
United States Department of Interior will give posauvc, consideration of the Cny of
McGehee's application,
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Mark Pryor
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@Congrezs of the United States
Washington, D 20515

June 18, 2010

The Honorable Tom Vilsack Chief Tom Tidwell

Secretary, U.S, Department of Agriculture U.S. Forest Service

1400 Independence Ave., 8.W. ' 14G0 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, D.C, 20250 Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Secretary Vilsack and Chief Tidwell:

We are writing in reference to the recent flash flooding at the Albert Pike campground in
southwest Arkansas that claimed the lives of 20 people. First, we would like to thank you for your
agency’s efforts in recent days to assist the many families in Arkansas that were impacted by the tragic
flash flood. Your presence at the campground Saturday meant a great deal to Arkansas. We commend
yeu and your staff for your response efforts and your ability to coordinate with state and local officials in
their attempts to rescue and recover vietims.

We hope that gaing forward we can continue such a coordinated effort to cleanup, rebuild, and
reopen this majestic campground. In doing so, we would like for you to work with the United States
Geological Survey, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and state and loca! officials to
determine how to improve emergency warning systems for campground visitors at Albert Pike, We know
the rugged terrajn and remote location of Albert Pike, conditions that exist at a number of campgrounds
located in our country’s National Forests, pose cumbersome barriers to effactive communication with the
outside world. Innevative solutions will be needed to meet the chalienges the terrain presents so we can
help ensure the safety of the visitors in the area. We also ask thet you work with us to find 2 way to
properly memorialize those lives that were lost in this tragic flood.

We are deeply saddened by the loss of life, and we believe we must consider additional measures
going forward in an effort to prevent a similar event in the future. We look forward to working with you

to enhance campground safety and emergency warning systems so that we may make this very popuiar
campground better than ever.

Thank you for your attention to this letter,

Sincerely,

U.S. Senator B ' @colnm U.S. Senator Mark Pryor

U.S. Representative Mike Ross

cc: The Honorable Marcia McNutt, Director, United States Geological Survey
The Honorable Jane Lubchenco, Administrator, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adininistration
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March 8,2011

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NLW.
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar,

As you know, every penny the government spends is being scrutinized for potential
savings as we seek to reduce our bloated budget and budget deficit. We can begin by
eliminating incfficient, duplicative or outdated programs.

In a repont released last week, the Government Accountabitity Office provided Congress
with 81 areas of potential savings as a result of duplicative programs. As a member of
the Senate Appropriations Committec and Senate Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs Commitiee, | am prepared to tumn many of their findings into cost-savings.

1 would appreciatc hearing from you whether you agree with the report’s {indings
concerning the Department of Interior and the actions your agency has or plans to take in
the shert- and long-term as a result of the report to achieve cost-savings, [f vou arc aware
of duplicative or unnccessary programs within your agency that the GAO did not cite,
please include a plan of action to ¢liminate those programs as well.

For your refcrence, the report, Opporiunities to Reduce Potential Duplication in
Gavernment Programs, Save Tax Dollars and Enhance Revenue, addressed the following

regarding the Department:

Fragmented fedcral efforts to meet water needs in the U.S.-Mexico border region
have resulted in an administrative burden, redundant activities, and an overall
inefficient use of resources.

Enterprise Architectures: Key mechanisms for identifying potential overlap and
duplication.

Consolidating Federal data centers provides opportunity to improve govermnment
cfficiency.

Strategic oversight mechanisms could help integrate fragmented interagency
cfTorts to defend against biological threats.



* Further steps needed to improve cost-effectiveness and enhance services for
transportation-disadvantaged persons.

*» Ensuring the Federal government receives fair market value for its oil and gas
resources could enhance Federal revenues

» Agencies could realize cost savings by disposal of unneeded Federal real
property.

I would appreciate a response no later than March 21, 2011. If you have any questions,
please contact Andrew Grobmyer at 202-224-2353.

Sinceraly,

M S ¥oyar—

Mark Pryor
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United States Senator Craig Thomas

307 Dirksen Senaie Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510

To: Congressional anc| Legisiative Affairs

From: Cindy Reed
Legislative Aide :ind Special Projects Manager
U.S. Senator Craij Thomas (R-WY)
(202)224-6441
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The Honorable Sally Jewell

Secretary, U.S. Department of the
1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240-0001
Dear Secretary Jewell;

We write in regard to the National
White River Watershed as the nati

Qutdoors initiative, we understand
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the National Blueways System is intended to eggp,werﬁcal

lueways System and the designation of the Wh

's second National Blueway. As part of the {"1

communities. As the Department of Interior stated in ennouncing the designation of ﬁnWhatedhvqu%

Blueway, this designation “does not|establish a new protective status or regulation, buf Bt

to recognize and support existing

However, recently many of cur
Blueways System and the desj

er is intended
and regional conservation, recreation, and restorqmm emns’m
; n . 0
i have raised questions and concemns mgardng the Ndmnal
ion of the White River and its watershed as a Nationat Bluewy. They

have informed us that they do not feel that they have been provided with the necessary information

regarding the designation, or a fair

constituents have expressed con
and private property rights.

ity to be involved in the process. Specifically, many of our
s about the impact of the Blueways designation on regulatory actions

Given that your program seeks to empower local communities, effective outreach from your agency and

collaboration with local communiti

from our constituents, we do not
with residents of the White River

We respectfully request that you

is essential. Unfortunately, based on the feedback we have received
ieve that the Department of Interior has worked effectively to date
atershed.

vide our offices with information regarding the steps your agency

P
will take to improve the availabilit%;.f information and communication regarding the National Blueways

System and the designation of the

ite River Blueway.

Finally, we request that you promptly respond to the following questions, which have been raised by our

constituents:

1) Please explain the Deparinient’s interpretation of what statutes authorize the National Blueways

System.

2) Please provide the factors

partnership or association™

at were used to determine whether a “committed, diverse, stakeholder
xisted and the process used to make this determination.




3) What is the Department’s vi+ion for the White River and its watershed if the designation

continues?

4) Are any additional costs-caused by or associated with this designation? Is there potential for.

savings?

5) Isthere a process through Wﬂliﬁh a State, non-federal entity, or individual may request to opt out
of the Blueway designation? What would be the effect of this action, if it were to occur?

6) Will the Blueways designati
Blueways Nomination from

7) Will the Blueways dwigmﬁr

result in the implementation of recommendations from the
26 organizations?

have any effect on dams within the region?

We will be closely monitoring developments in this important matter. Thank you, in. advance, for your

time and attention.

Sincerely,

Macae € Yorjarn— ©-- (\\‘-Qn&:@




Congress nf the Hnited States
ashington, B 20513

April 15, 2013

The Honorable Sally Jewell
Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Jewell,

We write in regard to Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 funding for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(FWS) National Fish Hatchery Operations. We strongly support our nation’s mitigation fish
hatcheries and request that they be fully funded for FY 2013.

The U.S. FWS National Fish Hatchery Operations account has historically supported two
mitigation hatcheries in Arkansas — Greers Ferry and Norfork. According to the U.S. FWS,
these two hatcheries received approximately $1.5 million in federal funding in FY 2012 and
were responsible for a total local economic impact of approximately $166 million. Further, these
hatcheries support an estimated 2,000 jobs in rural Arkansas and generate approximately $5.8
million in federal tax revenues. We believe that a program costing the federal government an
estimated $1.5 million annually and resulting in an estimated $166 million in economic output
annually should serve as a model for other federal programs.

Public Law 113-6 requires thc Department of Interior and many other Federal agencies to submit
a spending, expenditure, or operating plan for FY 2013. Within those plans, we request that the
U.S. FWS ensure that there is sufficient funding to provide for the continued operation of the
mitigation fish hatcheries.

Congress addressed mitigation fish hatchery funding in FY 2012 through H.Rept.112-331, which
accompanies P.L. 112-74, This report states that “future budget requests must ensure that
Federal partners have committed to make sufficient funding available to reimburse the Service
before the Service proposes to eliminate funding for mitigation hatcheries so that operations at
these hatcheries are not disrupted.” We request that the FY 2013 spending, expenditure, and
operating plan reflect the intent of Congress on this issue.

PRIFTED O JRLY0ED PAPER



Thank you for your time and attention to this matter, We look forward to your response. Please
do not hesitate to contact us if we can provide additional information.

Sincerely,
Senator Mark Pryor Seyfator John Boozman™

S Ao

Congressman Rick Crawford




United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Washingron, D.C. 20240

MAY -2 2013

The Honorable Mark Pryor
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Pryor:

Thank you for your letter of April 15, 2013, to Interior Secretary Jewell, co-signed by Senator John
Boozman and Congressman Rick Crawford, expressing concerns with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service's (Service) Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 budget and operating plan and its impact on the future
operations of Greers Ferry and Norfork National Fish Hatcheries in Arkansas. Secretary Jewell
requested that the Service respond directly to you.

The Service shares your views about the economic and recreational benefits provided by the
production of fish at these mitigation hatcheries. In the past decade, the Service intensified efforts
to obtain reimbursement for mitigation fish production so the National Fish Hatchery System base
funds could be redirected to recovery and restoration of native species and their habitats. The
President's FY2012 budget proposed that mitigation fish hatcheries be funded by the Federal
agencies that operate the projects for which the mitigation is occurring. This type of user-pay
approach would allow federal water development agencies to mitigate for the adverse effects of
their projects. The President’'s FY2013 and FY2014 budgets propose the same user-pay approach.

In the FY2013 continuing resolution, funds have been provided for the Army Corps of
Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation to reimburse the Service for these costs. The
Service has signed an agreement with the Tennessee Valley Authority to obtain
reimbursement as well. We're pleased to respond that mitigation fish production at the
Arkansas hatcheries is funded through the combination of reimbursement funding and the
Service's FY2013 operating plan.

The Service supports production of fish for these important recreational fisheries. However, the
Service believes responsible agencies should reimburse for the cost of these fish. In these tight
budget times, the Service is funding the highest aquatic species conservation priorities.

If you have any questions please contact me directly or have your staff contact
Mr. Jeffrey Underwood, the Service’s Acting Assistant Director for Fish and Aquatic Conservation
at (202) 208-5317.

DIRECTOR
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The Honorable Ken Salazar
Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington DC 20240 '
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Dear Secretary Salazar, T
' ~ Y e i {
1 write to you today to recommend M to serve on the national Wild w p(;‘)
Horse and Burro Advisory Board (Advisory Board). Enclosed is a copy of M ome <
i - :r.?-‘

nomination letter and resume.

- is uniguely qualified to serve on the Advisory Board. He spent over thirtyno
years with the United States Department of Agriculture. With the USDA, he was responsible for

working daily with farmers and ranchers on a range of issues, including loans, land management,
for the United State Department of Interior

dvised management officials of

and hivestock management. As :

Outside of his professional work as extensive experience that would be

beneficial to his service on the Advisory Board. Serving as a volunteer for ten years with BLM's
as conducted mustang demonstrations, assisted

Wild Horse and Burro Program,
with adoptions, and completed compliance reviews. He has also taught numerous classes at

North Arkansas College covering areas such as horse production, farm management, and pasture

management,
With breadth and depth of experience. | belicve he would add an imporiam

perspective to the work of the Advisory Board, and 1 am happy to recommend him. If I may

provide any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you for vour time

and consideration.

Sincerely,

Mark Pryor

Enclosures (2)

Ce: Sharon Kipping. Wild Horse and Burro Program. Bureau of Land Management



Ms. Sharon Kipping

Wild Horse and Burro Program

Department of Interior/BLM

1849 C Street, N.W. Room 2134 LM, WO-260

Washington, D.C. 202040
Dear Ms. Kipping,

Please accept this as a nomination letter for the Wild Horse and
Burro Advisory Board.

Name:
Address:

Email:
Phone :

Enclosed is my educational background, relevant biographical
information, references and endorsements.

There are two categories I am highly qualified to fill: Public
interest (with special knowledge of wild horses and burros) and
Livestock Management.

I believe I am unique qualified to serve on the Bureau of Land
Management’s Wild Horse and Burro National Advisory Board.



The controversial issues involved requires someone who has
experience in working with groups and individuals with polar opposite
opinions and finding the middle ground.

My over 30 years of working with farmers and ranchers, providing
loans, management support and supervision also enables me to
understand the issues involved with land management, stocking
rate, managing a large livestock population and explaining the “why”
of policies and procedures to diverse special interest groups.

Being a volunteer for the BLM's Wild Horse and Burro Program has
given me detailed knowledge about the adoption process. I have
successfully adopted mustangs and demonstrated them at adoptions



and other venues. I fully understand the problems facing BLM and
the mustangs. I have completed compliance reviews, handled
problem cases and represented BLM at events. I have trained and
owned horses for a lifetime and have worked with or have had
contact with the groups concerned with the welfare of horses. My
knowledge, skills and experiences will enable me to work with these
groups in a positive manner.

Thank you for your consideration.




RESUME

Work History:




Supervisor:




Other Activities:




Educational background:

BS Degree in Agriculture-Business/Animal Science 1980

Numerous (over 30 years) job related courses in management,
personnel, appraisals, performance reviews, government
regulations, policies and procedures.

Educational experience of operating a livestock operation
(horse and cattie) for over 30 years.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Washington, D.C. 20240
http://www.blm.gov

AUG 2 3 2012

The Honorable Mark Pryor
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Pryor:

Thank you for vour August 3, 2012, letter regarding the Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
Wild Horse and Burro Advisory Board (Board). 1 appreciate your support for appointing

to the Board. His nomination, along with others for this Board. is proceeding
through the selection process.

The Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act established this Board of citizens who represent
various interests, including wild horse and burro advocacy groups, research institutions,
veterinarians, natural resource organizations, humane advocacy groups, wildlife associations,
livestock organizations, and members of the public with a special knowledge of equine behavior.
The Board is solely advisory, and the BLM greatly values the contributions of its members.

Thank you for your interest in the Wild Horse and Burro Advisory Board.

incerely,

Mike Pool
Acting Director
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The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar,
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As you know, every penny the government spends is being scrutinized for potential
savings as we seek to reduce our bloated budget and budget deficit. We can begin by

eliminating inefficient, duplicative or outdated programs.

In a report released last week, the Government Accountability Office provided Congress
with 81 areas of potential savings as a result of duplicative programs. As a member of
the Senate Appropriations Committee and Senate Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs Committee, I am prepared to turn many of their findings into cost-savings.

I would appreciate hearing from you whether you agree with the report’s findings

concerning the Department of Interior and the actions your agency has or plans to take in
the short- and long-term as a result of the report to achieve cost-savings. If you are aware
of duplicative or unnecessary programs within your agency that the GAO did not cite,
please include a plan of action to eliminate those programs as well.

For your reference, the report, Opportunities to Reduce Potential Duplication in
Government Programs, Save Tax Dollars and Enhance Revenue, addressed the following
regarding the Department:

s Fragmented federal efforts to meet water needs in the U.S.-Mexico border region
have resulted in an administrative burden, redundant activities, and an overall
inefficient use of resources.

¢ Enterprise Architectures: Key mechanisms for identifying potential overlap and
duplication,

o Consolidating Federal data centers provides opportunity to improve government
efficiency.

¢ Strategic oversight mechanisms could help integrate fragmented interagency
efforts to defend against biological threats.



« Further steps needed to improve cost-effectiveness and enhance services for
transportation-disadvantaged persons.

¢ Ensuring the Federal government receives fair market value for its oil and gas
resources could enhance Federal revenues

e Agencies could realize cost savings by disposal of unneeded Federal real
property.

I would appreciate a response no later than March 21, 2011. If you have any questions,
please contact Andrew Grobmyer at 202-224-2353.

Sincerely,
Mark Pryor
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGION

MAY 27 201

The Honorable Mark Pryor
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Pryor:

This responds to your March 8, 2011, letter regarding the Government Accountability Office (GAQ)
report Opportunities to Reduce Potential Duplication in Government Programs, Save Tax Dollars and
Enhance Revenue. | regret we were not able to meet your request to respond by March 21. We did not
receive your request until March 23.

I share your interest in reducing the costs of government and identifying areas of savings. The
Department of the Interior continues to be aggressive in identifying improvement and efficiencies to
make programs work better and redirecting funding to mission critical needs.

I have reviewed the GAO report and can share the following responses relative to your specific
questions:

1.

Federal Efforts to Meet Water Needs in the Border Region: [ agree that we can improve the
coordination of efforts among Federal programs that deliver water and wastewater systems 1o
rural areas. The GAO’s recommendation to improve the targeting of resources in the border
region i1s to conduct a comprehensive needs assessment. It is important to understand that the
programs and projects funded by the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) are specifically
authorized by Congress and existing authority does not allow the completion of a comprehensive
needs assessment of rural water in the border region. Reclamation does have authority to
provide limited cost-shared assistance to communities through competitive funding opportunities
under its Rural Water, WaterSMART Basin Studies, and Title XV1 Water Recycling and Reuse
programs. It is a significant benefit to all agencies - Federal, state, and local - that our

Fiscal Year 2012 budget for the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) includes $10.9 mithon to
commence comprehensive water supply and demand inventories that will provide baseline
information needed by public and private water managers to work toward sustainable water
supplies. This would begin an effort to estimate freshwater supplies, how they are distributed,
and how they are changing over time. The USGS has targeted the Colorado River Basin, an area
encompassing significant border regions, as one of the three basins where this assessment will be
conducted with FY 2012 funding. An assessment of the availability and use of water resources
in the United States was last completed over 30 vears ago in 1978. We are hopeful that Congress
will support this program that will go a long way toward helping to prioritize rural water needs.

Enterprise Architecture: Just as GAO recommends, the Department is using its award-winning
enterprise architecture to guide the modernization of information technology infrastructure. The
Department is underway with an Information Technology Transformation effort that will



leverage systems and investments {from across the Department’s diverse and geographically
dispersed bureaus and offices in order to improve integration with business services and create
an environment that better supports mission areas and program delivery.

s

Consolidating Federal Data Centers: Consistent with GAQ’s recommendations we are
consolidating data centers throughout the Department as part of our Information Technology
Transformation Initiative. We are working collaboratively with the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) on 1ts Data Center Consolidation Initiative 10 reduce hardware, software, rental
space. and other costs related to data center operations.

4. Strategic Oversight Mechanisms: The Department has clear roles in defending against biological
threats, including maintaining awareness, surveillance, and detection. Working through our
coordinating mechanisms led by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), we are able to
support these efforts with the expertise of the USGS. The USGS provides technical information
and support to the DHS on newly emerging diseases, collaborates with the Federal Bureau of
Investigation {(FBI) to investigate wildlife disease outbreaks, works with the Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) on the
detection of highly pathogenic avian influenza in wild birds, and provides expertise to Federal
agencies on the role of wildlife and the environment in disease events. As the expert in wildlife
health the USGS serves as the leader in this area.

5. Transportation-Disadvantaged Persons: The majority of the Department’s programs relating to
transportation are funded through the Department of Transportation (DOT), and we have
significantly expanded our efforts to coordinate with DOT and our sister agencies, including the
USDA Farest Service, to improve coordination of programs and services. In addition, our
internal roads and transportation programs are conducted in a manner that leverages the DOT
programs. Qur recent involvement with OMB, DOT, and USDA has been to ensure coordination
and collaborative approaches to transportation programs funded in upcoming transportation
authorization legislation.

6. Fair Market Value for Oil and Gas: The Department is taking steps to encourage diligent
development of oil and gas leases. ensure a fair return, and ensure that oil and gas produced are
measured accurately.

To respond to GAQ's specific recommendations we are taking the following actions:

*  GAO Recommendation: Congress may need to take action to authorize or encourage Interior to
revise its rental fee structure for non-producing leases.

o To encourage diligent development of Federal oil and gas leases, both onshore and offshore.
the Department included a $4 per acre annual fee on non-producing, onshore Federal oil and
gas leases in the FY 2011 and FY 2012 budgets, which would become effective upon
Congressional action. Additionally, in 2009, the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management,
Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE) began charging escalating rental rates for offshore
leases extended beyond the initial term and shortened the length of the primary term for
offshore ol and gas leases in 2010.



¢  GAO Recommendation: Interior should complete its study examining how other oil and gas

resource owners select fiscal parameters for leasing and adjusting oil and gas royalty rates and

use that information to adjust, as appropriate, its royalty rates to a level that ensures the

government a fair return. In doing so it should ensure opportunities for substantive, two-way

communication with program stakeholders.

o In 2010, BOEMRE and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) initiated an economic study
to compare the Federal Government’s share of profits from Federal oil and gas leasing with
700 fiscal systems around the world. The report will include a composite index, including an
index of revenue risk. The final report is scheduled to be completed in the summer of 2011.

¢ GAQ Recommendation:  Interior should implement GAO’s recommendations from prior reports
addressing a variety of oil and gas measurement factors.

o BLM 1s in the process of revising Onshore Oil and Gas Orders 3, 4, and 5. These Orders
establish requirements for storage, site security and measurement of produced oil and natural
gas. Onshore Orders 3-5 are scheduled to be issued in draft this summer. These Orders will
help BLLM to ensure a fair return for onshore oil and gas through production verification and
accountability and are scheduled to be completed in FY 2012,

o BLM is also developing Onshore Order 9, which will limit the amount of vented and flared
natural gas permitted to be released without incurring royalty obligations. However, the
Order will be unable to prevent the release of all fugitive natural gas from oil and natural gas
operation facilities. This new Order is scheduled to be completed in FY 2012.

o To fortify its inspection and production accountability processes, BOEMRE has issued
inspection goals to ensure the accuracy of reported volumes of oil and gas produced from
offshore Federal resources. The BOEMRE issued policy on September 13, 2010, addressing
site-security inspections of measurement locations and the witnessing of royalty meter
provings and/or cahibrations. The BOEMRE policy requires more frequent inspections for
“higher risk™ measurement locations.

e

Unneeded Federal Real Property Disposal: One of the key missions of the Department is to serve
as the custodian of a vast collection of national treasures and properties including the
Washington Monument, Liberty Bell, and Statue of Liberty. The Department manages a
collection of 159,400 constructed assets that is second only to the Department of Defense. Our
efforts to manage these assets are challenged by ownership of lands and facilities that are
geographically dispersed and visited extensively by the public. Our facilities management
programs put a premium on the identification of assets that are not needed in order 1o focus our
construction and maintenance budgets on highest priority needs and to reduce operating costs. In
our 2009 report from the Federal Real Property Profile we identified 1,920 assets that are excess
and are in the disposal process. Of those. 517 have already been disposed.

I hope this is informative 1o your questions.

Ken Salazar
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The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar,

As you know, every penny the government spends is being scrutinized for potential
savings as we seek to reduce our bloated budget and budget deficit. We can begin by
eliminating inefficient, duplicative or outdated programs.

In a report released last week, the Government Accountability Office provided Congress
with 81 areas of potential savings as a result of duplicative programs. As a member of
the Senate Appropriations Committee and Senate Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs Committee, | am prepared to turn many of their findings into cost-savings.

1 would appreciate hearing from you whether you agree with the report’s findings
conceming the Depantment of Interior and the actions your agency has or plans to take in
the short- and long-term as a result of the report to achieve cost-savings. If vou are aware
of duplicative or unnecessary programs within your agency that the GAO did not cite,
please include a plan of action to chiminate those programs as well.

For your reference, the report, Opportunities to Reduce Potential Duplication in
Government Programs, Save Tax Dollars and Enhance Revenue, addressed the following
regarding the Department:

¢ Fragmented federal efforts to meet water needs in the U.S.-Mexico border region

have resulted in an administrative burden, redundant activities, and an overall
inefTicient use of resources.

¢ Enterprise Architectures: Key mechanisms for identifying potential overiap and
duplication.

» Consolidating Federal data centers provides opportunity to improve govemnment
efficiency,

+ Strategic oversight mechanisms could help integrate fragmented interagency
efforts 1o defend against biological threats.

MEHOTYOL.enate. gov



* Further steps needed to improve cost-effectiveness and enhance services for
transportation-disadvantaged persons.

* Ensuring the Federal goverament receives fair market value for its oil and gas
resources could enhance Federal revenues

= Agencies could realize cost savings by disposal of unneeded Federal real
property.

| would appreciate a response no later than March 21, 2011. If you have any questions,
please contact Andrew Grobmyer at 202-224-2353.

Sincerely,

M Qo-/oﬂ——

Mark Pryor
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April 13,2010

SEIEATE LORIBEYTEE ON ETHICE

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

U.S. Department of Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ken:

I am pleased to write in support of the City of McGehee, Arkansas’, grant application
which has been submitted to the National Park Service. I understand the proceeds will be
used to renovate the Railroad Depot in McGehee which will be used as a museum and
house the Japanese American Confinement Site display.

As you may know, Desha and Ashley County in Arkansas had the only Japanese
American Confinement sites east of Wyoming. This museum will be of great benefit to
the people of southeast Arkansas and, also, recognize and pay tribute to those interned in
these camps.

This is an important project that is certainly worthy of funding. It is my hope that the
United States Department of Interior will give positive consideration of the City of
McGehee's application.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Mark Pryor
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National Park Service

Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, Nebraska 68102-4226

A3615(MWR-PCL/PAL)

MAY 3 20

The Honorable Mark Pryor

United States Senate

255 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Pryor:

Thank you for your April 13, 2010, letter to Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar (Secretary) stating
your support for the City of McGehee’s (City) grant proposal for the National Park Service’s {(NPS)
Japanese American Confinement Sites (JACS) Grant Program. I have been asked to respond because
the State of Arkansas is one of my areas of responsibility.

The Clty’s proposal to rehabilitate the historic train depot as a museum to honor the two confinement
sites located in Arkansas was a notable contribution to the fiscal year 2010 submittals. This project
seeks to establish a location for an exhibit about the experiences of Japanese Americans held in the
Jerome and Rohwer Relocation Centers during World War II.

The NPS received a total of 42 applications for the fiscal year 2010 grant cycle, requesting more than
$7.7 million in Federal funds. This amount is more than double the $3 million appropriated by
Congress for the 2010 JACS program. Proposals recelved by the NPS reflected a wide range of project
types, including oral history, Iinterpretation and education, documentation, planning, preservation, and
capital projects,

During the week of March 15, 2010, an NPS review panel evaluated applications recelved for the fiscal
year 2010 grant cycle. The review panel then submitted its recommendations to Secretary Salazar for
final approval of the selected grant awards. We anticipate that the grant recipients and projects will
be announced in late spring 2010 and the grant agreements will be finalized soon thereafter.

Again, thank you again for your endorsement of the City of McGehee’s proposal submitted to the JACS
Grant Program. If you have questions or concerns, please contact Regional program contact Rachel
Franklin-Weekley at 402-661-1948.

Sincerely,

VY-

Ernest Quintana
Regional Director
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

0CT 012009

The Honorable Mark Pryor

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Pryor:

Thank you for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 30, 2009.

I sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will receive a more detailed
response in the near future.

Sincerely,

(o Selongn

Ken Salazar



Pnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

September 18, 2009

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Seeretary

Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing 10 convey our strong support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Oil
and Gas leasing Program (DPP) proposed by the U.S. Minerals Management Service (MMS). By opening up
new affshore areas for natural gas and oil leasing and development and also allowing for the development of
renewable energy as proposed in the DPP, the Department of the Interior can provide the United States with an
opportunity 1o responsibly produce our own energy. This development will bolster our nation’s economy, create
new jobs and decrease our dependence on foreign sources of energy.

it is more important than ever that the federal government allow for development of domestic offshore
energy supplies made available in the DPP. By offering new leasing opportunities, the DPP is appropriately
expansive and provides the Department with maximum flexibility to properly utilize our nation’s domestic
resources.

Now is the appropriate time 1o promote long-term policies that responsibly encourage job creation while
growing the economy. Important offshore areas, like those in Alaska, offer tremendous natural gas and oil
resources. By some estimates, the Chukehi Sea alone off Alaska’s coast contains as much natural gas and oil as
the country has produced in the Gulf of Mexico since 1942,

Additionally. we urge MMS to move forward with the 2007-2012 Leasing Program while working to
approve and finalize the new DPP. Implementing a sensible, forward-thinking energy policy will allow for
responsible leasing and development of America's energy resources and will help industries and businesses here
at home that rely heavily on natural gas and crude oil. It will also further our national security and energy
security interests and, of course, spur jobs and economic growth as we open new areas 10 leasing and
development.

In conclusion, we are pleased to see that the MMS has included new leasing areas in the DPP and has
acknowledged the need for the United States to begin responsibly developing the abundant energy resources
located off our coasts. We believe that the DPP is an important step in creating a robust, diverse. national energy
policy which will help secure our energy future, We urge you to move forward on the DPP as you work 1o
finalize a new five-year OCS plan. Thank you for your attention to this important matter. Please do not hesitate
1o contact us 3 we can be of assistance to you.

Sincerely,




The Honorable Ken Salazar
September 18, 2009

*  Page Three 5







United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 fﬁﬁﬁggiﬁi

0CT 21 2009

The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchinson
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Hutchison:

Thank you for your letter dated September 18, 2009, to Secretary Ken Salazar expressing vour
strong support for the 2010-2015 Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Draft Proposed Program
(DPP). Sccretary Salazar asked me to respond. A similar letter is being sent to each signer of
your letter.

The comment period on the DPP closed on September 21, 2009. The Minerals Management
Service (MMS) received over 530,000 comments on the DPP. The MMS will summarize and
analyze those comments as quickly as possible in order to move expeditiously to the next steps in
the process, which include scoping of the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and
publication of the Proposed Program and draft EIS. Your comments will be considered carefully
in that endeavor.

On July 28, 2009, the U.S. Court of Appeals clarified that its ruling on the 2007-2012 Program
delays only those sales in the Chukchi, Beaufort, and Bering Seas. However, it will be necessary
to re-balance all sales in the 2007-2012 plan once the revised environmental sensitivity analysis
is complete,

Thank you for your interest in the OCS program. Secretary Salazar and I look forward to working
with you to move forward in developing a comprehensive Federal offshore energy plan for the
benefit of the Nation. If you have any questions you may contact me or Ms. S. Elizabeth Birmbaum,
Director, MMS, at {202) 208-3500.

Sincerely,

el Frn L

St A Tewis
Assistant Secretary
Land and Minerals Management



Similar letter being sent to:

The Honorable Byron L. Dorgan
The Honorable Lamar Alexander
The Honorable John Barrasso
The Honorable Mark Begich

The Honorable Robert F. Bennett
The Honorable Christopher Bond
The Honorable Sam Brownback
The Honorable Jim Bunning

The Honorable Richard Burr

The Honorable Saxby Chambliss
The Honorable Thad Cochran
The Honorable John Cornyn

The Honorable Bob Corker

The Honorable Tom Corbin

The Honorable Jim DeMint

The Honorable Michael B. Enzi
The Honorable Charles E. Grassley
The Honorable Omrin G. Hatch
The Honorable Yames Inhofe

The Honorable James Isakson
The Honorable Mike Johanns
The Honorable Blanche L. Lincoln
The Honorable John McCain
The Honorable Lisa Murkowski
The Honorable Ben Nelson

The Honorable Mark Pryor

The Honorable James E. Risch
The Honorable Pat Roberts

The Honorable Jeff Sessions

The Honorable Richard Shelby
The Honorable John Thune

The Honorable David Vitter

The Honorable George Voinovich
The Honorable Roger Wicker
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