
S,ccretary Ken Salazar 

Department of the ln1enor 

C Street N.\V. 

asl1cmg11on DC 20240 

[)car Ken. 

United 2'mtes Senate I"- ' 
WASHINGTON, DC ?0510 

I ebruary 2 L 2012 

hope :'ou \viH consider ::-;peaking to the St:nate Pruycr l~n:akfast ~ornetlrne in 2012. :\.s 

you kno\v~ this group has hci:n n1ecti11g f(1r over sixty years: and it is a tin1c \VC drop ihtt.11 
labels and enjoy our time together, ! know everyone wDuld love to sec you. 

!'his vear. Jeff Sessions and ! lead the group. and I am responsible for lining np nm O 
O'I 

m,.·se,nt,rrs on the following dates: 

March 14'" 
\fard1 281h 

1\pril 25'" 
May I 
June 6th 

hmc 206 

July l l '" 
July 

:::lJ 
'Tl 
.:-) 

lim 11.,:t:: us only through th.: August recess. but I don't want to try to schedule that 

I 

'" Ollt, !Tl 
·<::: 
'TJ 

l he Jnurs open at 8:00 a.m .. l:,111 the first wave nnrmall:, shows up al alwm 8: i 5 a~}~. \ii';? 
,rs in 1he program promptly a! 8:30 a.m. and end hy 9100 a.m. Typicallv th¢ 1speak~ has 

"bout iiiken minutes. and most like to talk for about ten minuics am.I leave a litllc time m 1hc end 

h'ir qt1cstions nnd d!scussion. \.\\: do not 1..~xpcct a theological discourse~ but something n1orc 

>:Dur farnily, or faith joun1cy. 

Pka,c Id me know which date works best on your end. You can rnli me ar 501-

786·4+88 m cma:J me at \HJ'ry_9fi.f{;Jlfj,£t[.SCT).l.ll£&{l',:. or if \Oll. d prefer_ email my schedukr. 

.JJ_O\_'. 

Sinccrel y. 

\fork Prym 



-REflRESENTATIVE I. SENATOR BILL FRIST 
SPf2ker* fitNJ!<t" nJ Nt-,1rc\1.:l!/.r/i\·(~ Sena•t' 4-1t1;on~} lcJder 

"¥NA,W!\4ARRY CRAIG REPRESENTATIVE STEVE BUYER 
Lr) "- t!:firmrn, Sem11t· .tad H,;u,;c Vctt'tJnS /1.fJ:1ir:, Comm1tteey 

0 5ENA;l;0R NORM COLEMAN SENATOR MARK PRYOR 
>< P1cs1dcnts, Seniltc Pr3ycr fJfc:.1kf;1:,i 

REPRESENfMWE UNCOlN DAVIS R£PR£SENTATIV£ TOM OSl!ORNE 
Prcsidt'n(). fiou5e Prayc-r Break.fast 

REPRESENTATIVE BOB GOODlATTE 

ReQ/.Jt..'5l lhe honor of~your prt:.\Cnce at 

THE 2005 CONGRESSIONAL FlJ\G & INDEPENDENCE DAYS CELEBRATION 

Theme: ·HOME Of THE .l!B&f." 
A Salute to Americas Soldiers and Veterans 

Tuesday. lune 18. 1005 
1:00 - J:JO p.m. 

Concert Prt:lud• /:20 p. m. 
Caucus Room - 145 Cannon Hous• Building 

Independence Avenue and New /ersey Avenue, S.E., Washington. D.C. 
Free Admission, RSVP 202-7?7-0700 or Fax 202-7?7..()771 

Email: vanmmg@hotmail,com 



!511( .... {. ·, 
Featuring "' -1 ~-

Erle !Jraeden (The Young and the Restless) and Mara Liasson {NPR and FOX News), Hosts 

With 
Sopraro Brenda Tucker and Mezzo Soprano Joy Blshal Singing "flower Duer from "lakme" 

Soprano Charity Sunshine Singing "On This Day·: "God Bless America· 
Soprano Sabrina Coleman Clark Singing "Home Sm,et Home· 

Tenor Antonio Giuliano Singing "Bring Him Home" from "Le.s Miserables-; "Funiculi Funicu/a" 
Baritone Joe Harrell Singing "Battle Hymn of the Republic" and "The Veterans lfymn" 
The Chorus Performing ·o Fortuna· from "Carmina Burana"; "God Who Gaw: Us life· 

The Ordestra Playing "American Salute" (When /ohnny Comes Marching Home): "Intermezzo" 
from "Cava/lerla Rusticana". and the Finale of Tchaikovsky's "/811 Overture· 

And 
Adrian Cronauer (Good Morning Vietnam) 

James "Moby" Carney. (Moby In the Morning) 
Representatives of our Troops, Veter.ans and Families 

The VA-National Medical Musical Group Chorale and ~mphony Orchestra 
Victor Wahby. MD. Founder and Director 

WIT/I PATRIOTIC AND INSPIRATIONAL READINGS BY 
MEMBERS OF TflE U5. SENATE AND HOUSf Of REPRESENTATIVES 

\'i\ '\!.J,\lli '\ :i,t ro r}'-,,-r; ,,J JJ,, .• 'fl{)' C,,,,.r:,< ·,,,,,,,;!' /,tni!l ul fiu<t,,I' .'>1;;.,rli-, Hoh i!t'i'l' ·\!', 

tf.QN_O.I!.A_RY_f,;,Q_!rl.t"'JJ)Tl[;_; \!:, i,;,,.rrk~,-·v;.:,,, '.I:,,,,.,., Lhn;~-1 1r·, ;;,,,.-;;,,, .. ·,.:,,, lf.,;1 ic,i:1.1·,1,1;,,\ 

,'/,,;; '•lo, Ji,,, r. ;.,,,. "t,1,,,.,,,,, /), ,,,,,., ( ,,,,;·,,:, /L,: \.1'!" t,·.ln::.,n. !,,·" ~h'.:h,,· ( ·ml,.:; ff,,,, f.;r.-
N,m )1111,,>,f.'·· ,f),<t" (1,-::/lur::,.!5 H,,,· !,, 1,:1., '•''"f,·!,, f.:'•111·u':1·, 1,c·1 ;;,,1-
{i,r,u,:.l:.1:,r,,. <IF" !J,Jli .. " Ji,,·· /<,-J<(,1•,,!L,1" /ft,:•! On!'ll'li,,,/t,; !J,,,. .i,·,:!i1,·!Jc, -\!1, in:,,·'i(l,::11,,, 
C,,;, i(:m. --1,·t ;,,,;_id-':1. 11, L1t1 '· !,·.·,1;.(1, 11, lt"<J \L,;:1.,11 fl,~1 J,:,,i,~·r; '!,,h[ ·11;,,· ilulfu rh•n _);,.·1·c!'1·.•,;, 

Cuirn P.~1,!i I/"'. i/J1;_ l',,o, f,.',, i!;,tJ \zi>,"cn:,,, (,rn. ,\:,'fll'-11' '<,!•11,1,_,;,,,j'! If,,, {;,,('{': ~c,l!I /l·· \,r·:u,•I S;:\1.::,1,,, 

Holl \1, ;•i:.J!'K • ii,~ltJ, lo::,-,. fJ('ii f,l!!'c"> H'.11,,'> !i1. / fie IV,;, ,d 

. ,),• 
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Jeff Sessions 
.Mark J=>rvor 

" 
Un led Sta !es 

1, ,, 

( )n hch;d( ,.,f tht.: { .o!lgn:s:-1una! r:on11Tl.lth.'L', \\-c h:1Yc 
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MARK PRYOR 
ARKANSAS 

COMl.llmEES· 

AF'f'f10F'AIATIONS 

CO!,OolERCf. SCIENCE. /IND 
TJV>.NSf'OATATION 

MQtl'H.ANU SEC.Vflffl" ANO 
<lOVERHM(NT A.l A.Ff' A.JllS 

SMA! l. !!\!SINES!, AND 
E•,ITAb'flENE~SHlt' 

!JULES AIIID AOMINISTHA.TION 

l,i:Lf.f.T C.OMM!TIEE 0111 nntcs 

Secretary Kenneth L. Salazar 

\lnitcd ~tatts ~cnatc 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

June 11, 2009 

United States Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Secretary Salazar, 

2f,S DIRKSEN SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

1202) 224--2353 

500 PRESIDENT CUNION AVtNL1£ 
SUITE 401 

liTTt.E ROCK, AR 72'201 
(501) 324-6336 

TOLL FREE: (077) 259--9f,02 

http;tlpryor .senate. gov 

We miss you here in the Senate, but we are all very proud of you and the work you are 
doing at the Department of the Interior. I know the department has many challenges, but you 
have my confidence and my support. 

Please accept this letter as a formal invitation to visit Hot Springs National Park. 

The hot springs of Arkansas have the distinction of becoming the first ever federal 
reservation in 1832. That is four years before statehood. In the past, the city of Hot Springs and 
the Park Service have enjoyed a healthy symbiotic relationship. This close partnership is 
legendary and, in fact, the first national park director, Steven T. Mather, asked the city to change 
its name to Hot Springs National Park, Arkansas back in 1918. I have always felt that Hot 
Springs National Park and Hot Springs, Arkansas, had an exemplary relationship that was a 
model of cooperation and harmony. 

Given the federal government's 177 year history with Hot Springs, we would gladly 
welcome you to visit one of the nation's great national parks. I know that you have a very busy 
schedule, hut I might suggest something in the August time frnme. In addition to the Hot 
Springs National Park visit, l hope you will consider seeing other sites in our slate. I will be glad 
to work with your office on the details of the trip. 

Cordially, 

_; ··, ·" :; ~l. 
Mark L. Pryor 

P.S. I hope you will also c<llitidJr.Jls\ting'the Little Rock Central High School Museum and 
Visitor Center. It focusy~ C/!3 ~.jf'1Jif11P.<yl~p1fhapter in our nati'f!1()T!fr9'·fJ 



-OI:ongr.ess uf tftc lrlnitcil §)talcs 
mm,lrintdon. ll<r :!Il:515 

The Honorable Sally Jewell 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, Northwest 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Secretary Jewell, 

April 15, 2013 

We write in regard to Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 funding for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) National Fish Hatchery Operations. We strongly support our nation's mitigation fish 
hatcheries and request that they be fully funded for FY 2013. 

The U.S. FWS National Fish Hatchery Operations account has historically supported two 
mitigation hatcheries in Arkansas- Greers Ferry and Norfork. According to the U.S. FWS, 
these two hatcheries received approximately $1.5 million in federal funding in FY 2012 and 
were responsible for a total local economic impact of approximately $166 million. Further, these 
hatcheries support an estimated 2,000 jobs in rural Arkansas and generate approximately $5.8 
million in federal tax revenues. We believe that a program costing the federal government an 
estimated $1.5 million annually and resulting in an estimated $166 million in economic output 
annually should serve as a model for other federal programs. 

Public Law 113·6 requires the Department of Interior and many other Federal agencies to submit 
a spending, expenditure, or operating plan for FY 2013. Within those plans, we request that the 
U.S. FWS ensure that there is sufficient funding to provide for the continued operation of the 
mitigation fish hatcheries. 

Congress addressed mitigation fish hatchery funding in FY 2012 through H.Rept.112-33 J, which 
accompanies P.L. 112-74. This report states that "future budget requests must ensure that 
Federal partners have committed to make sufficient funding available to reimburse the Service 
before the Service proposes to eliminate funding for mitigation hatcheries so that operations at 
these hatcheries are not disrupted." We request that the FY 2013 spending, expenditure, and 
operating plan reflect the intent of Congress on this issue. 



Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. We look forward to your response. Please 
do not hesitate to contact us if we can provide additional information. 

Sincerely, 

f'J\~ ~/(9SL-
Senator Mark Pryor 

Congressman Rick Crawford 



United States Department of the Interior 

The Honorable John Boozman 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Boozman: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
\Vashin~:tton. iJ.C, 20240 

MAY - 2 2013 

Thank you for your letter of April 15, 2013, to Interior Secretmy Jewell, co-signed by Senator Mark 
Pryor and Congressman Rick Crawford, expressing concerns with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service's (Service) Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 budget and opemting plan and its impact on the future 
operations of Greers Ferry and Norfork National Fish Hatcheries in Arkansas. Secretary Jewell 
requested that the Service respond directly to you. 

The Service shares your views about the economic and recreational benefits provided by the 
production of fish at these mitigation hatcheries. In the past decade, the Service intensified efforts 
to obtain reimbursement for mitigation fish production so the National Fish Hatchery System base 
funds could be redirected to recovery and restoration of native species and their habitats. The 
President's FY2012 budget proposed that mitigation fish hatcheries be funded by the Federal 
agencies that operate the projects for which the mitigation is occu1Ting. This type of user-pay 
approach would allow federal water development agencies to mitigate for the adverse effects of 
their projects, The President's FY2013 and FY2014 budgets propose the same user-pay approach. 

In the FY2013 continuing resolution, funds have been provided for the Army Corps of 
Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation to reimburse the Service for these costs. The 
Service has signed an agreement with the Tennessee Valley Authority to obtain 
reimbursement as well. We're pleased to respond that mitigation fish production at the 
Arkansas hatcheries is funded through the combination of reimbursement funding and the 
Service's FY2013 operating plan. 

The Service supports production of fish for these impo11ant recreational fisheries. However, the 
Service believes responsible agencies should reimburse for 1hc cost of these fish. In these tight 
budget times, the Service is funding the highest aquatic species conservation priorities. 

If you have any questions please contact me directly or have your staff contact 
Mr. Jeffrey Underwood, the Service's Acting Assistant Director for Fish and Aquatic Conservation 
at (202) 208-5317. 

' 
Si1t!ory\,,\~ 

DIRECTOR 



United States Department of the Interior 

The Honorable Mark Pryor 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Pryor: 

F!SII AND \ViLDl JFE SERVICt' 
\\..'a>:ihlngh)n, !l(\ 202,Hl 

MAY - 2 2013 

Thank you for your letter of April 15, 2013. to Interior Secretary Jewell. co-signed by Senaro,· John 
Boozmun and Congressman Rick Crawford, expressing concerns with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service's (Service) Fiscal Year (FY} 2013 budget and operating plan and its impact on the future 
operations of Greers Ferry and Norfork National Fish Hatcheries in Arkansas. Secretary Jewell 
requested that the Service respond directly to yon. 

The Service shares your views about the c-conomic and recreational benefits provided by the 
production of fish at these mitigation hatcheries. ln the past decade, the Service intensified efforts 
to obtain reimbursement for mitigation fish production so the National fish Hatchery System base 
fumls could be redirected to recovery and restoration of native species and their habitats. The 
President's FY20l2 budget proposed that mitigation fish hatcheries be funded by the Federal 
agencies that operate the projects for which the mitigation is occurring. This type of user-pay 
approach would allow federal water development agencies to mitigate for the adverse effects of 
their projects. The President's FY2013 and FY2014 budgets propose the same user-pay approach. 

In the FY20 !3 continuing resolution, funds have been provided for the Army Corps of 
Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation lo reimburse the Service for these costs. The 
Service has signed an agreemem with the Tennessee Valley Authority to obtain 
reimbursement as well. We're pleased lo respond that mitigation fish production at the 
Arkansas hatcheries is funded through the con,bination of reimbursement funding and the 
Service's FY2013 operating plan. 

The Service supports production of fish lbr these important recreational fisheries. However, the 
Service believes responsible agencies should reimburse for the cost of these fish. In these tight 
budget times, the Service is funding the highest aquatic species conservation priorities. 

If you have any questions please contact me directly or have your staff contact 
Mr. Jeffrey Underwood, the Service's Acting Assistant Director for Fish and Aquatic Conservation 
at (202) 208-5317. 

'., 

SiQD ·yt,t_ C~c_ 
DIRECTOR 



United States DepartJnent of the Interior 
FISH AND WILD! JFt SERVICE 

\Vashington, I),l> 202c.i0 

The Honorable Rick Crawford 
United Stales House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Representative Crawford: 

MAY - 2 2013 

Thank you for your letter of April 15, 2013, to Interior Secretary Jewell, co-signed by Senators Mark 
Pryor and John Boozman, expressing concerns with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (Service) 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 budget and operating plan and its impact on the future operations of Greers 
Ferry and Norfork National Fish Hatcheries in Arkansas. Secretary Jewell requested that the Service 
respond directly to you. 

The Service shares your views about the economic and recrcutional benefits provided by the 
production of fish at these mitigation hatcheries. In the past decade, the Service intensified efforts 
to obtain reimbursement for mitigation fish production so the National Fish Hatche,, System base 
funds could be redirected to recovery and restoration of native species and their habitats. TI1e 
President's FY2012 budget proposed that mitigation fish hatcheries be fonded by the Federal 
agencies that operate the projects for which the mitigution is occurring. This type of user-pay 
approach would allow federal water development agencies to mitigate for the adverse effects of 
their projects. The President's FY 2013 and FY 2014 budgets propose the same user-pay approach. 

In ihc FY2013 continuing resolution, funds have been provided for the Army Corps of 
Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation to reimburse lhe Service for !hese costs. The 
Service has signed an agreement with the Tennessee Valley Authority to obtain 
reimbursement as well. We're pleased to respond that mitigation fish production at the 
Arkansas hatcheries is funded through the <:ombination of reimbursement funding und the 
Service's FY20l3 operating plan, 

The Service supports production of fish for these important recreational fisheries. However, the 
Service believes responsible agencies should reimburse for the cost of these fish. In these tigh, 
budget times, the Service is funding the highest aquatic species conservation priorities. 

lf you have any questions please contact me directly or have your staff co11tac1 
Mr. Jeffrey Underwood, the Service's Acting Assistant Director for Fish and Aquatic Conservation 
at (202) 208-53 l 7. 

Sin -•rely. 

---1.A.A"_(' .. \!V1._ CLA-~-
DIRECTOR 



(!J:nngress of tqi? lltniteo §tafe.s 
m,rnqiugtou, 1)(1!, 20515 

The Honorable Ken Salazar 
Socretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Secretary Salazar and Director Ashe: 

November 15, 2012 

The Honorable Daniel M. Ashe 
Director 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
4401 N. Fairfax Drive, Suite 300 
Arlington, VA 22203 

We have been mru:le aware of a recent decision by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) to view "ratoon," or second growth, crops that have been rolled as baited fields. W c are 
concerned that this interpretation will unfairly penalize Arkansas farmers and sportsmen simply 
because the farmers have followed standard agricultural practices. As you can imagine, this will 
have a detrimental impact on Arkansas's economy. We respectfully request that you review this 
decision and ask for leniency in its enforcement for the reasons stated below. 

As is common and long-established agricultural practice, Arkansas farmers roll the 
remaining stubble after harvesting their rice to return nutrients to the soil. This practice is 
recognized as "normal" agricultural practice and, in fact, recommended by the University of 
Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service. Further, the FWS website directs those with questions 
on what farming practices are considered "normal" to contact their respective state's Cooperative 
Extension Service office. To that end, until last week, a farmer would have been misinformed by 
the Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service about rolling stubble. 

Ratoon crops are rare in Arkansas, occurring when unusual weather conditions allow for 
regeneration of the crop without any further action by the fanner. While each of the past two 
years have allowed some ratoon cropping in Arkansas, it is much more common for Arkansas 
farmers to raise only one crop of rice or corn per year. Many Arkansas farmers and duck hunters 
have already rolled and flooded their rice fields, and we do not want to see them penalized 
because of an administrative decision concerning ratoon crops tlmt regenerated without any 
action by the farmer. 

Arkansas is proud to be the home of one of the mos! important migratory waterfowl 
wimering areas along the Mississippi Flyway. Additionally, waterfowl hunting contributes 
almost $100 million atmually to Arkansas's economy. 

As you are aware,, Arkansas's waterfowl season opens on Saturday, November 17, 2012. 
While there are efforts underway lo infonn farmers and sportsmen ofFWS's interpretation of the 
regulations concerning ratoon crops, we are concemed that many will be caught off guard and 
subject to penalties for simply following customary agricultural and hunting practices. 



The Honorable Ken Salazar 
The Honorable Daniel M. Ashe 
Page 2 of 2 
November 15, 2012 

We arc happy to work with FWS to clarify the laws and regulations concerning ratoon 
crops and baiting. However, given that Arkansa,'s waterfowl season opens in under a week, we 
request that you review FWS's interpretation of the regulations and provide leniency to Arkansas 
farmers and spo1tsman to prevent an unfair and unnecessary disruption of the state's waterfowl 
season, which would significantly aITect the state's economy. 

We appreciate your consideration and attention to this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

~~~/(9SL-
United States Senator 

Steve Womack 
Member of Congress 

Cl 
_J I 

U..:.l/\i.::JJja 

liOl 8LZLIS 



Unil~d States of 
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-1 !;,.:,, f innenible Marl,,_ 
l ;nit~·d ',t:1tcs Senat~ 
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Interior 

'1 h:ink you for y-our letter "''f Nove1nber ! 5~ 20 ~ 2, to Sti:ri,;tary of tbe in1~rior Sala:tar. concerning 
\Vd!t.:ri~1\vl hunting over sccond~grc•\\th ~rr,p.s that have. been r<1llcd. 'fhc Secretris:' ha:> a,kcd thai th,c l -,>,, 
Fish Jnd \Vild!irc S{-rvict· to respcnd directly to yott 

!'he ~e:rvirc understnnd;1: the difficulty farn1crs face in the situation )·ou have descrfbe,d, V-lhile vvc: 
;.;C:rtainly consider U1c cir,utn5t:ances under \vhich potcnlJa.l violations of conservation (a\v.s occur, the 
St:r\ itc must a!so t!r:IOrcc Federal baiting regulations fr'lirly, accurately. and unifOnnly, ac,>}rdint-1 to 
oc,:ep1.d rules of la\v. The Service's position in this matter is consistent ,vith prevlons appl lcarton df thc_sc 

in othrr part':> oflhe- country. 

l ·nd,:r l 6 l,: .S.t'. 704t b J{ l _). it is unlawful to take migratory' game birds hy the aid of baiting, or on or zH zn 
;1 bailt(l area. 1.vhere :.i person kth}\¥5 or rcasonahly should kno,\· that the area is baitt.'{.L prohibib: 

\1.-aterfnv.·! 0vt:-r unharvested ~randing croplands, 11oodcd standing cropi..u1d.s c,r cropl~nds \vhcn: 
'j('t:d'- ;)r gn:ihl> have hc~n scattered !iolely as the rcsah vf a nortnal a5-riculturat ptanting, harvt,.~.-.-ting, 
hart-i.'st inanlpulation or nonnal soil stahiliz.-1tion pn.1.ctk:c. In the reg_uiations l1np!ernenting this st.atut..:. a 
ann1;u£ agrk:ulttffai planting~ harvesting, i::1r post-harvest n1anipuiatlon is defin\.xl a.'r a pian:ing Dr 
hiirs. undt.:n:iken for tht' purpose ofprftt.1uciag or gathering a cr~p~ or 1n-0nipulation a!ter &uch h:trY,;,>-t 
an<l n:1110\al thai is. cz1nducte<l iri ar.:cordance u:ith ofll.cial n:<.:oinmendations ,_;f Stau:: 
SnP,:101,st, oi th.; t:ooperativc Exten;;ion Service of the t, .S. [)cpartment of .:\gricu!turc, 

\\ hiie hunting may f1ccur over a fickt which has been harvc.sted or rnanipul::ucd. hunting n1ay not o..:;;ur 
tor er a r:1toon -2.r0p that is established and producing grains_, unless the grain is ren1oveU or harYt>tcd. Th,;; 
L of :\rkan~a:,; c:ooperadvc Extcns;\H1 Scr.·ic-e:!s \vebsltc offers a link tD a hro.::hure entitled 
"Wa,erfow l , 1abitat Managemenl Handbook for the Lc1wer Mississippi Valley;' which refers to 
,_,,n page l3. and state~. "'t\>tl cannot manipulate ratoou crops. in hunted areas. because thi.s is nm,.m;; 

{ :ni{:1rtunatcly. rnisinfonnat"ior. has created prohle1ns and concerns v;ith respect to V..ttterfnv::l 
lninthig. ln the State, ()ur p,:,sition {H1 this issue, hov.--e,'t:r, 1nus1 be consistent \.Vith nur position on ali 
baiting 1ssut5, ()nt} thrnugh fQir and unifonn enforcenu:nt of inigr.ttcry ga1nt! bird hunting regulanons 
l..'.Jn th"'' f)!;'.'p::uttni:nt etTecri·vely :supporr both the s.port of\vaterfi1wl hunting and the cnn5en.,ntion of 
r:-ngr:ttor:,.' birth, fDr 1\n1cricans to -cnjo-y ltJday und in the futuro, 

v.,ould like t,) dL;..cuss 1his n1aucr turther plea'.'}e da not hcsiUltc to contact tnc at ('.:O::) 208 -471 

Sincc:r<.:iy. 

DIRECTOR 



IJnitcd States IJcnartn1::n 

·rhe ! tc1rh)!11bk· M~kc l{o.ss 
I lou'5J.· l1f Representatives 
\

11:ashtng1on. f)(" 20515 

of Interior 

'rhank )\HJ for your li.:ttc:r nf No\cn1bi::r 15. 20 I 2.t t{) Si:cr~tary of the lnierior Salazar, cnnct:rning 
,v~11erfr,\\l hunting t.rvc:r sJ:l.'.<1n<l-g_nHA,th Ci\i:p:-. th:n have bt:eu rolled, 'fhc Sci.:retaf)' has asked that lhc l .S. 

nnd Wildlife 5crvicc to respond directly tt1 :you. 

i'bt: Service unders1ands the difficult} farmers: fni:c in the situatinn you have described. While \ve 
c0rtuinl;- consider the cin:urnstances undef ,vhich potential vi{'liations of consen,·a1ion ia\Vti n1'.:cur, the 
Ser-vice must a!sn cn!~)n;c Fede-ral baiting regulations fairly, accurately. and unif0nn1y. accordiHg tfi. 
a..:cept:.:d rules of la\v. -rhc Service" s position in this matter is cor1:stst.c:nt "'ith pre•linus application 
tc,t:ui:m,m, in .._,.,11,cr parts ufthc cGJ.nltry. 

t',1,kr 16 U .:..C. 704( b )fl ). it is unlawful tel 1a~c migratory game hirds by the aid nf baiti ug, 01 on ur ,,v1:1· 
a h'.Jh~d area, \\·-lu:-rL: a person kno\vS or reasonably should kr._o\v that the area is baited. Nothing prohibits 
uki11g "·aterfowl ,wet tmlrnrv~skd standing croplands. fk1oded standing cmplimds ,1r croplands where 
:,;ceds <•r grain~ have been scatture<l as the result of a norrna1 agricultural plantingJ harvesting. pnst-
harvcst rnanipulation or nonnat soil s.tabi!iz.ation practice. in the regulations hnplcinenting this statute, J 

nGrn1a! agrtculn1r.1! plantin~ harvesting, or post-harvest. manipuJatlon is defined as a planting or 
nnrh·.sr,ne undertaken for the purpose of producing or gathering a crop~ or manipuJaticn after such harvc-:il 
;1nd n:rnoval nf grain~ that is. conducted in accordance v,,,ith ofi1ci.al rei..:ornntt:ndatlons uf State Extension 

of the Conpcrafoc Extension Service of the U.S. !kpartmcnl of Agri<.'Ulturc. 

\\'hik:: hunting rnay occur over a field vvhicl1 has been harvested or rnanipulatcd, huntlng n:ay not GCl.1Hr 
:-:,,ver a ratoon crop th.at is established and pnxJucing grains, unless the grain is removed ,:ir ttarv•.:'..~tt;d, rhc 
t of /\rkan:ia~ (',:,,operative E,xtensinn Sz.•.rvice's website offers a hnk to a brochure cnritle.d 
''"\\::1h.:rfnw! I-tabilat ~-fanagcn1en1 Jiundhook for the I o\vcr \.1ts::,is~ippi \'aHe:,,~' ,vhich refers tr,1 rattJontng 
,,:r1 pt.:.g1; 13 and states, ··'''{ou cannot :nanipulate ratoon crops in hunted areas;, becau;::;c this f,;; b~hing_" 

t:nfnn:unat.:iy, p-ossibie tnisinfOnnatinn has created problems and conccn1s \vith respect h.J \\\1.i-1.::ri{i\V[ 

m,,nu,g in the State. (Jur pflsition on this hcnve'ver, n1ust be consistent "-'ith our position on all 
v«,:,rn,,lss:u•:5. ()nly through t~iir and uniform enforcement of:rnigratory garne hirJ hunting rcgula!lQn~ 
can Ilic Dcp;u1me111 cll\,i:tively suppon both the sport of waterfowl hunting and the conservJ!ion of 
1murc,t01·v b~rds t()r /\rneritans to enjoy today and in the future, 

lfynu \-\iJuld like to ms,w» this lnattcr turthcr ptcasc do not hesitate to contact rne at {202) 201\-47 

~incerciy. 

O!RECTOR 



The l tu1u1n1blt: Ste,:e \V 01nack 
Uouse of Reprcs.cntarives 

;,,r:mg:on, DC 205 l 5 

States 
!)._ \; 

t(n· your !cHer \rf 'Sovctnber t 5~ 2012. to Secretary of the fnti.:rior Salazar~ cuncern ing 
huntfug over 3Cctind--growth crops that have been roHed_ 'fhe SC{.;relary has asked that tht: l .S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service to respond dirct,!:, 10 ;ou, 

-, '.ie S:.:n'ice understands the difiicuhy farrncrs face in the situation you ha\-e described. v.-hHt \Ve 
;..~i:rrninly consider the circun1~tanc~ under ,vhich potential Yiniations of conservation ia'rvs occur. the 
Service nntst also t:nfor.2c Federal haiting regulations fairly, a:.:curate!y, and urdfhnnly, accr1rdiui.r hJ 

ac,:c!lh:d rules l)flav..-_ 'rhc Service\,. position in this 1naJter is consistent wlth previou:- application oftht::--c 
rcg:ui,111l>l1S in other part& country. 

ndcr ! 6 U,S.C 704(b )(1 ), it is unlnwful to talw migratory game birds by the aid of hailiug, tir tm nr ovrr 
a baited area, whc-rc a person Kno\v~ or reasonably shouid know that the arfa is baite<l. Nc•£hing fH\thihit') 
laking "vaterfo ... vl 0,:er unharvested st.1nding croplands. flnodt.1d standing zroph1t1df{ o.r ~ropland:, \vhcrL'.' 
:-:i.:cds er gr.ains have been scattered solely as the result nunnal agricultural planting, harvesting. po5.1~ 
h'.l.rvcst 1nanlpuiatic;n {1r nonna! SlJii stabilization practice:. In the regulations Irnplernenling :itatu!t.\ ,1 

normal agrii.:tdtura! planting. harvesting. or post~harvest 1nanipulation is defined ns a phulting ur 
har .. ,csting undertaken t~•r the purpose of przxiucing or gathering a crop~ or manipulation aner ~uch harvest 
.:tnd re1noval of grain, tha1 1:s conducted in accordance \\-ith official recom1ncndatinn~ State Fxtcns.i._1n 
Spc..:!;-dit;ts Qf thi,; (:ooperati,e l·:xtensiort Servll'e of the L! ,S, l)epartn1cnt of Agriculture, 

\1/hih.; hunting may occur nvcr a !it~ld \\'hich has been harvested or n1an1pulatc:d~ hunting nll)' ru.:it occur 
nvcr 111atoon -eropthat is e-stabii.shcd and producing grains. unless the is. removed or harvt-;stcil -fht 
U:11-,,orsn·, of ;\rkans:ns (~r,npcrative F~.:.tens;on Service's ,,,cbsiti;: offers tJ iink to a brochure cnlided 
,;\Va!::rf{)\vl llabltat ,\·1nnagcme-ni I Ian<lbook for the Loi.ver l\.1Ississippi \'alley.~· wi1ich n.:frirs. to 1<11ourmg 

fH1 r,;igc J aud states, ~·,·ou cannot inanipuJatc ratoon crops iil hunted areas, betause thlS ls baiting. 

tnh1rtunat<.:iy. rnisinfnrrnt1ti0n has created problen1s and concerns \.vith respect to \VUtcrti.Jv,,! 
nm111r11, in the State, ()ur rx>sition on thi;; i$;:;uc, hD\\-evcr, ;:nust be consistent \\'ith our positivn Oll aH 
b,ail1ng issues. ()nly through fair and uniform cnforcernent oftnigratory game bird hunting regulations 
;.;an the i)cpartrnent c11t"Ctivcly support hoth the sport of watertOwl hu111ing and the conNervat1{H1 of 
mig,raioty hirds ii)r /\tt1cricans to enjoy today and in the ftHure. 

Sincerely, 

DIRECTOR 



·i-ht.' i it)lion:tble ·i·-1111 (!dffln 
fl.1u:~t~ of Reprt-$CiHH1 i ves 
\l. DC 205! 5 

SJ. 
.?.lt' 

of In tenor 

fh:.uik ynu fi.1r your letter of Ni)\ ernber I 5. 20 ! 2, to -Sts"'L'.rctary of the 1nterior SaJazar. cr::.n\.~cmtug 
t\:!Hcd-::1\'tl hunting over :;eeond-gro\-vth crops that have been r.:,lled. The Serretary has nsk.-.:d that the l .S, 
Fisl1 and \\'ild!it'e Service to respond directly t(; you. 

T!tc ~t.T\'i;.;t undcr~tands the difficuity fnnncr~ !lice in the situation y0u have dcscrfbcd. \%/hUe ;vc 
ct·,rn,n,v tun sider the cin..:un1stan..:es under "'·hich potential violations of conscrvat ion ia\VS o,cur. the 
Ser, !..:.e nut,;t alsn c:nl{)rc._: Fed~ral baiting regulations fairly~ accuratci:y 1 and unifOnuiy~ according to 
.v.::cepicd rules ofl;1""· ·rhe Service's position in this matter is Ct)nsistcnr ,vith previous app!icatic:n of these 

urn11,:111, tn ~,1hcr parts nftht: co-untry, 

{ -mkr i 6 U .S.C 704(b)( l ), it is unlawful to take migratory game birds by !he aid of bailing. or on or over 
u buitt'd area, wh,,rc a pcrwn knov.s or reasonably should know that the area rs baited. Nothing r,rc·h:hih 

watcrfo\vl over unharv~sted •{tan<ll11g erop!ands\ flooded ~"landing croplands or croplands \\-ht:rt· 
scc-ds ,,r have been ,cattcred solely as the result ,,fa normal agricultural planting, har,;estmg, post, 
hil!'.t::~t manipulation nr non11al :>oii stitbHization practice. ln the regulations jn1plcrnent!ng this statute, fl 

11or111:-"d agricultural planting. harvesting. or post-hat,.,est n1anlpuintion i:i defined as 3 p!ant!ng r,r 
h:n·., csi11w unJ~rta ken for the purpose of producing or gathering a crop, or manipulation after su.::h harvcs1 
and re1no,vui grain, that is ~onducted in accor<lance with officiai recomn11::~ndatiorrs of State Exten"~*m 
~pcc~stJ!st;;; of the Coopcrati,·c Extension Scrvlce t,1fthc tJ.S. [)epanrnent of ;\gricu!tur-e. 

\Vhil;.: hurHing may occur over a field ,vhich has been harvested or n1anipulatcd, hunting 1nay net t,i-.;..;ur 
qyi:::r J ratl't~n e-r(;p thar is estabitshed and producing p:rntns~ unless the grain is rernovcd or harvestt:d. Tht~ 
l.' tilv,:rc>ity of ,;\rkansas (\>Operath-c Fxtension Service's ,vcb~ite otters a link to a brochure entitled 
"\V;ncrll:P,Yi lfahitat Managcn1ent I-iandbook tbt the Lo\ver ~1ississippi Valley}' \vhich refers tc, ratnoning 
<.'!!1 p:tgi.:; l 3 and states, ··You ..:annot rnanipu1ate ratovn crops in hunted areas, because this ts baiting," 

t:n1t,11unat.:.'ly, pt'dSible :11isinf0rm,HiPn has created probleins and concerns \Vn:h respect \o \VaterfO\vl 
IH,nlln«in the St;.i.t.c, ()ur position on thi:s issue. ho,v~\·er~ n1ust be consis1ent \Vith our posit inn ori riH 
hall ing 1:tsues, ()nly through fair and uniform enforcernent of n1igratory ga1ne bird hunting regulations 
can the f)epart£nent cffe1.~tively supp<Jr1 t.oth the sport of \Vtnerfo,vf hunting and tht~ CtJliScrvation ,~,f 
m,,erntnr, birds for ,\mcrican.s to enjoy tod,1y anU in the future, 

l ( J fit, \VO:ild like to discuss this rnattcr further please d<• not he:"iitatc to contact n1c at (202) i08··4 Ji 7 

Sincerely. 

DIRECTOR 



lJnited ~hiles 

! ·he I !onorablc kick (~raw ford 
i !ousc of Reprc~cntativc::. 
\\/ J;.;hin~t1J1\ l}(: 205 l 5 

[)cpartrnent of the Interior 
'l! HF SI· 

·1 hank :,,.,:u for your k.:th.:r of :r,..;over:tbcr l 5~ 2012, to Secretary of the interior Sahrzar. concerning 
v-iaL!:rhY1.\I hunting over secon<l-grov;th crops that have been rolled. l'he Secrt:tary ha.s af;kect ·Huit r.hc L: S. 
i·tsh an<l WilJlifi! Servt1,;.e to respond di:ecrly to you. 

'I he St~rvicc understands the difficulty tanners tace- in the situation you have described. \'.\'hitc vie 
L>2r!:1inly c-onsid~r tl1i: ,in.:umstances: under "vhich potential ·violations of conscn-·ation la.,,v±i, ciccur. the 
Sen ice must also enforce FederJI baiting regulations fairly. accurately, and uniformly, acc<>rdinl,( to 
accrpH:d rule;; of !av~', ·rhc Sef\'ict!'s position in this 1nattcr is consistent ,,·ith previous application of 1hcsc 
regukHi<n1s in other parts of the- couotry, 

lJtidcr 16 l).S,(:. 704.t )~ il is unla\-\ful to take migratory gan1e birds by the aid dfh~iting, or on or ov~:t 
a hiii1e<l area, \Vhere a person knows or reasonably should knov.· thar the area ts batted. Nothing pi ohibits 

<J.'.:tlcrf::)\\"l ;1\'12:-r unharvested st<n1ding croplands, flooded standing. cropland;;; or crop!a.1;ri,; \Yhcrc 
:-;;;12d s Pr ha\-c b-t!en sc.aacr.:d St")Jely as the resuit uf a n1>n11al agricuJtural pianting, harves-l 1ng1 £}o::,;.t-
harvc\t n1tutipulation or nonna! soil stabilization practice. 1n the reguiaritln!i impletn&:nt!ng thl:; st?,U..1h:, ;; 
nonnal agrii.~Ullural planting, harve.-:iting1 or post-harvest tnanipulati<H1 is defined a:,. a planting or 
hn.-v,•'1in;; undertaken the purpos\i cf pr,,1duch1g_ or gathering a crop, nr n1.anlpu!ation after ~uch har,,est 
and :l':nt')Vt1! of grain, that ls conducted in accordance \.Yith officfriJ recon1mendathJns of State Extt'n:Cit)H 

,,fthe C,)orcrative Extension Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

\\'hdl: hnnting rnay (•ccur over a fietd \vhich has hecn harvested or manipulated. htHlting 1nay not occur 
O\\,*r a ratoon i.:rnp that Is established and pn.xiucing grains. unless the gratn is removed or harvested, The 
t ni\'s.'fe\tty ,.\rkansas C~onperative E'.'ltension Service~s \\'Cbsitc offers a iinl tn a brochure en1itlcd 
"Wmerfow! !labl!a\ M:magcmcnt Handhonk for the Lower Mi,sissippi Valley:· which refors w ratel()mr,f, 

;:n paµ.: 15 and st.ate_;,,, "f\n1 i.:aunot manipulate r::1toon crops in hunted area.st because this Is baiting." 

[Jnforturuh1ly. p,., .. ssibie rnisint~)rmation has created probleins and conccn1s \Vith respect 1:1 °\\'aterfi_1\vi 
hunting tn the State, ()ur position nn thi:-:. lsstH: 1 ho\vever, mu~t be consistent with our p0sition r,n aH 
baiting issues, { }nly tl:trou_gh fair and unifl.1rtn enforcemer1l of rnigrarory _ga1ne bird hunting rcgulatfons 
..;:,tn the- i)eµartme-nt effectively,-- support both the :,:port ofwaterfo\vl hunting and th{; consen-'ation of 

rnra!L>!Y birds for :\mtTicans 10 enjoy 10,J.iy and in the future. 

Sini:crcly, 

DIRECTOR 



The Honorable folm Boozman 
t:n;lt._'d States Senate 
\\:ashington, DC: 20510 

rrs I 

Th11nk vou for your letter of November J 5, 2012, to Secretary of the Interior Salazar. concerning 
'\\ ah.:rfzn.v! hunting 1..Jver sc(:ond~gro,vth csops that have been rolled, 'fhc Secretary has asked that the I -~
l'i,h and Wildlife Service lll respond directly lo you, 

The Scmce understands the ditliculty tanners face in the situation you have described, While we 
;.:1:rta!nly cvnsider the circumstllnccs under Vfhlch potential violations of conservation lav.'s occur, lht.· 

Ser.· ice n1ust also enforce Federal baiting regulations fairly, accurately. and unifonnly1 according to 
a,:;ccpled rules of law, 'rhe Service's p•Jsition in this rnatter is consistent '*·ith previous applicatinn of these 
reguL::Hinns in other parts of the country 

l cdcr l I) US,(' 7()4(b)( 1 l. it is unlawful lo take migratory game birds by the aid of baiting, or on or uvcr 
il baited area, where a pcrsnn knows or reasonably should know that the area is baited, Nothing pr(Jbibits 
tal,dng v.,arerfi.,1,v[ over unharvested standing croplands. flooded standing croplands or crop!an<ls where 
si:eds or grains have hcen scattered solely as the result of a nonnaI agricuJtural planting, harvesting, po.st
barvcst 1nanipulation or nonnal soil stabilization practice. 1n the regulations i1nple1nenting this statuh.\ a 
normal agri,:ulturaJ planting, harvesting, or post-harvest n1anipulation is defined as a planting_ or 
ht:r\·csting und1.~r1akcn for the purpose of producing or gathering a crop, or rnanipulation all.t .. ·r sucb harvc:sl 
and 1\::n10val of gn1in, that is conducted in accordance ,vith official reco111mendations of State Extension 
Spccrnlis1s of the Cooperative fate11sio11 Service of the US Department of Agriculture. 

\Vhile hunting 111ay occur nvcr a field \\'hich has been harvested or manipulated, hunting 1naj not occur 
o\'cr a ratoon ,rop that is established and producing grains~ unless the gTain is re1noved or harvested, The 
L'niver:-.ity of f\rkansas C~ooperat1,,c Exlension Sen.rice's website offers a link to a brochure entitled 
"W11tc,fowl Habitat Management Handbook for the Lower Mississippi Valley,'' which refers t0 ratmming 
on page 3 and states. --'\{ou cannot n1anipulate ratoon crops In hunted areas~ because thi:::; is baiting," 

t;nf()rtunatcly 1 possible rnis.infurn1atlon has created proble1ns and concerns \Vllh respect to ,vatcrfo\v! 
hu!Hing in the State, ()ur position on this issue, ho\vever~ must be consistent with our position on al! 
baiting issues. ()niy through fair and unifonn enforcetnent oftnigratory gan1e bird hunting regulations 
can the Depm1ment effectively support both the sport of waterfowl hunting and the crn1scrvation of 
rnigratory birds for 1\tnericans to cnjcry today and in the future, 

ff yon wuuld like to discuss this maner further please do not hesitate lo contact me al (202) 208,47 17, 

Sincerely, 

DIRECTOR 



United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

Tne Honorable Mark Pryor 
United S1ates Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Pryor: 

http:i/www.blm.gov 

AUG 2 3 2012 

Thank you for your August 3, 2012, lelter regarding the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
Wild Horse and Burro Advisory Board (Board). l appreciate your support for appointing 
Fred Woehl, Jr., to the Board. His nomination, along with others for this Board, is proceeding 
through the selection process. 

The Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act established this Board or citizens who represent 
various interests. including wild horse and burro adrncacy groups. research institutions, 
veterinarians, natural resource organizations, humane advocacy groups, wildlife associations, 
livestock organizations, and members of the public with a special knowledge of equine hchavior. 
Tne Board is solely advisory. and the BLM greatly values the contributions of its members. 

Thank you for your interest in the Wild Horse and Burro Advisory Board. 
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The Honorable Ken Salazar 
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August 3, 20 12 

nonresponsive 

/.h,!• O;.n~,:~ ""' ~.;p,.r~:~r-. Or net lf. 1;: ·~r.<::>; 
\'\.l.v :,r?tf·H~f(1t.;, rl\~ J(}t·,~1.I 

,;~~~7.; ? ~iQ, .. J·:F;3 

f-00 f'pr, «;!ur.r.:1 <.<,~!~s.:t A r •;· n 
t;U1H ~ 

Ulf'.J k ()<,,<. ~2/ fH 
i!,Ot; {:~.~-~ :}~ 

lt:.h fVlt • ~ ~ ~ -!j.-!i:.-.. 

Ln,-..::'u: )·,. r ~ < 1• , . 
w 
U1 

... i 
;:;;J 
:11 

' :J l \\'lite to ym1 today to recommend Mr to scn .. c (lll the uaiionai'\Vrl'd ~> r q 

lforse and Burro Advisory Hoaru (Advisory Board). Endosed is a copy of r:l~fflr:!~~P.,~l'ft§: 

• 

non responsive 

\\'1!h Mr. mll,:eod!b :mt! d0p:h t'f c.\.pcri~.ncc, f bdic:;~ he \\(,,,lJ add ,~n lil!JA•rtwH 

perspt'.ctivc t(l lhc- \\ ,1rk of tlw Advisory n onrd. and I am happy to recommend him. if I may 
p1m ide :.m~ funher inforrn:nion, please Jo not hcsirn1c 10 l 'Ontact me. Thank you for your t im(· 

w1<.I eonsiderntion 

Sinccrl'ly. 

\fark Pryor 

(.\:: .S.lmrt,11 Ki.rpm~. \Vild lfoL'-1.' ,md Burm Program. Bureau of f.;in<l \,1anagt:rn1:111 



, \ . ' 

Ms. Sharon Kipping 

Wifd Horse and Burro Program 
Deportm£nt of Interior/BLM 

1849 C Streetr N .W. Room 2134 LM, W0- 260 

Washington~ D.C. 202040 

t>eor Ms. Kippfng. 

Please occq,t this as o nomination letter for the Wild Horse and 

Burro Advisory Board . 

Nome: 
Addr~ss: 

Email: 
Phone : 

Enclosed is my ~ducational background, rtlevont biographical 

information. references and endorsements. 

There are two cotegori~s I am highly qualified to f ill: Public 

inter(st (with special knowledge of wild horses and burros) and 

Liv1:stock Mana~m~nt. 

I bel ievc I am uniqu£ qualified to serve on the Bureau of Land 
Monagem£nt's Wild Horse and Burro Notional Advisory Board. 



The controversial issues involved requires someone who has 

experience in working with groups nnd individuals with polar opposite. 

opinions and finding f he middl~ ground. 



f ' .•• ,. 

and oth~r venues. I fully understand the problems facing 8LM and 

the mustangs . I hove completed compliance reviews, handled 

problem cases and represent~d BLM at events. I have trained and 

owned horses for a lifetime a11d have worked with or have had 

contact with the groups concerned with the welfare of horse:s. My 
knowledge, skills ond experiences will enoble m£ to work with these 

groups in a positi~ rnann£r. 

Thank you for your consideration . 
. 

non responsive 
I 



RESUME 





Other Activities: 



)' .. . . 

Educational background: 
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,,.,,,cr,,i;ir·, K~n Salazar 

i),·parunenl of the Intt"r1or 
I g4q (' Sm•et, N.W 

W:,shirnglon DC 20240 

IJc;;,i_r Ken~ 

'llnitrd ~tatrs ;ornate 
VJASH!r<JGTON, DC ;.>OSHJ 

February 21. 20!2 

IV"'"'''·'"·"' t,C ,(-0L·1' 
2.?4--'.f'.';f,?; 

!:,01'.l p;:,t,,.+:r};; Cll•.1·,y-, t~\l:Nd 

S\A', ,;{!J 
l il'h r R-·< i... Af:l 17/J,'l 

,001; '.1/4 ii;J.::fi 
fr1.1 t,,iv !tlFf}LSJ.91_'.p:;· 

I hupe yo-u \vlH consider f:ipcaking to the Sc11cttc Pti'.lyt:'.r l\rcakfast su1netnue in 2012. :\s 

you know. this group h,is been meeting for over sixty years, and it is a time when we drop ih,(1'1 

pan11an iabcls and enjoy our time together. ! know everyone would love to sc.: you -
Cl -

l'i,is year, Jeff Sessions and! lead the group. and I am responsible for iining up nm O 

°' mc:c'l·ntcrs on the foHo,,.:ing 

Milrch I .J'" 

\pril 
May l 
hmc61l' 

Jun~ 2(f' 
.lul} I l''' 
July 

gc1, us ;,nly !hrough the August recess, but l don't wanl !o lly ti! schcdlllc that far 

clo1,rs open al 8:00 a.m .. bu! the first v.a,e normally shows up at about {j S a':ltr 

the program pwmp,lv at N:30 a.m. and eml by 9:00 a.m. Typically. thecspeak~ 
mi,mtes. and most like to talk for arom Im minutes anJ !eave a link time ,l! the rnd 

1br qtu:'~tif,ns and discuss.ion. Vle <lo not expect a thcoing]ca! discourse, bu~ son1ething n1ore 

n,•,•rnr,,,, ~ibont your hfi;. fan1iiy. or faith journey. 

f'leJsc let rnc kno\v \.,thJch date \\'ork.s best on your end. \'ou can a}Vi.,ays n1c s:Ji ~Ol· 

736, ,1488 M emai ! me at f\1 !J:IY.QT'.ii:prvpr ,S.,!H!!L\!J!'i· or if you· d prefer. email my scheduler. 

Braclicy, at IJ,~!cet.J!lnj,ii~).~.~Jl'D'\l!:,,.cnar.e~g,w 

Sincerely. 

Mark Pryor 
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 
REFERRAL 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

ACTION COMMENTS: 

ACTION REQUESTED: DIRECT REPLY WiCOPY 

REFERRAL COMMENTS: 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

10: 1071980 

MEDIA: LETTER 

DOCUMENT DATE: Oecernoo, 15, 2011 

TO: 

FROM: 

PRESIDENT OBAMA 

THE HONORABLE MARK PRYOR 
UNITED STATES SENATE 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

February 02. 2012 

SUBJECT: REQUESTS THAT THE PRESIDENT FY13 BUDGET PFlOPOSAL FOR THEUS. 
FISH ANO WiLOUFE SERVICE CONTAIN ADEQUATE FUNDING FOR THE 
OPERATION OF MITIGATION FISH HATCHERIES 

GOMMEN'TS: 

FROMPT ACTION lS ESSENTIAL" IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN TAKEN WITHIN 9 V\IORKlNG DAYS Of RECElPT. 
UNLESS OTBER\r\'tSE STATED, F'lf.ASE TEl!:?HONE TJiE UNDERSJGNEO Ai (202) 456-2$90, 

RETURN OR!G<NAL CORRES'ONDENCE, WORKSHEET ANO COPY Of RESPONSo (OR DRAFT) TO DOCUMENT TRACKING UNIT. 
ROOM SS. QSflCE OF RECORDS MANAGEMENT. TH£ WH!TE HOUSE, 20500 
F O,X A COPY Of REPONSE TO: (202) 45e·58S1 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT AND 

TRACKING WORKSHEET 111:lill 
;,,:.;'.,jtN{i)i;f,:'.,·0>•,W' ----------------------------------.. ,-

DATE RECEIVED: D>1cernber 19, 2()1 'r CASE ID: 1071980 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE MARK PRYOR 

SUBJECT: REQUESTS THAT THE PRESIDENT FY13 BUDGET PROPOSAL FOR THEUS. FISH AND 
W!LOUFE SERVICE CONTAIN ADEQUATE FUNDING FOR THE OPERATION OF MITIGATION 
FISH HATCHERIES 

ACTION OISPOSIT!Off 
ROUTE TO: TI'Pli r·O,,Jt,· 
AGENCY/OFFICE (STAFF NAME! COOE DATE RESPONSE COOE COl\lPlETEO 

ROS NABORS ORG 1Z!lt'201 '! 

ACTION COMMENTS, 

ACTION COMMENTS: 

ACTION COMMENTS; 

ACTJON COMMENTS: 

ACTION COMMENTS, 

COMMENTS: 1 ADDL SIGNEE 

MEDIA TYPE: LETTER USER CODE: 

ACTION CODES 

r~ l~PFROPRU\ TE AC"f !ON 
a~, iif. Sf:ARCH AN:.) R!:POR< G!,CK 
D" JH11r1 RESPOhSE 
1 i!'JfO COPViNO ACT NECl::SSARY 
R DiHLCT Ht-PL~ 'A''i COPY 
DRG -, ORiG!MATlNG OFflCS 

, INITIALS or- $1Gt,iLR (\/V H 
'StAFFJ 
_ NRN;;: NO KESPONSE "r,rrn,~ 
OTBE;; O\!ERTAKEN Bv ""'"''' 

DISPOSITION 

DISPOSITION CODES 

i A ANSV-.'i:RfD OR 
. ACKNOWcEDGED 
c •·Cl OSED 
X "';NTEH!M .Rt.PLY 

KEEP THiS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO rtt:E ORIGlNAL lNCOft4iNG LETTER A.1 All TIMES 
REFER QUESTIONS TO DOCUMENT TRACKING UNIT (202)·456-2590 

COMl'lETE!l DA TE 

DATE OF 
( ACKNO\'\"'tf: !JOf:1'.H!N't' . 
OR CLOSEOUT lJA';'E_ 
( Mf,t'UO/YY J 

SCNO ROUTING UPDATES ANO COMPLETED RECORDS TO OFFICE Of RECORDS f.V,NAGH1ENT, DOCUMENT TRAC~ING UNl1 

Roa"' as, EE06. Scanrn:icl by 
ORM 



'linitro ~rates ~rnotr 

Pre·;idcm f!arnck Obama 
Jhc White !louse 
1600 Pennsylvania i\ venue Northwest 
\Vashington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. PresidenL 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

Decemher 15, 2011 

We write in regard to the importance nflJ.S. Fish and Wild!ifo Service (FWS) Na1iona! Fish 
Mmchery Operations. We request that )Our Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 budget proposal for the CS. 
FWS comain adequate funding for the operation of mitigation fish hatcheries. 'lliis critical 
pr<1gr,un is an economic engine that is impnrtam to the Siate of Arkansas and to the m,tion. 

The l. iS Fish and Wildlife S1:rvice's National Fish Hatchery Opc,rmions account has historicallv 
"<lpp,,rted two mitigation hatcheries in Arkansa.~ • Greers Ferry and Norfork These two 
hatcheries receive approximately $1.6 million in annual federal funding. With $ l .f, mil!imi in 
federal support these hatcheries are responsible for creating an estimated $ l 50 million annually 
in economic output The Arkansas hatcheries employ 14 U.S. FWS experts. support as many.,., 
!.750 Jobs in rural Arkansas. and according to Arkansas's Department of Parks ,md Tourism. 
gencrnie approximately $5.5 million in federal tax revenues. 

We understand the current budgetary constrainLs facing our nation, and we arc aware of the many 
wugh decisions that must be nrnde to put our fiscal house in order. While these decisions arc 
made. ii is impomm! to remember the eeonomic impm:t budget cuts have on rnrnl communities. 

We believe that a program costing the leder:,l go\'ernment an estimated$ I .6 million annually 
r~suhing in Si 50 million in total crnm,mic oulput shl'!rld serve as a m,)dci for o:hcr federal 

programs. Funding for mitiga1ion fish hatd,erics should no! be jeopardized by proposing 
e!imimnimi of!he program in the Administration's FY 2013 U.S. fWS budget or by prnpusing to 
fund ihc hatcheries through the activities of multiple federal agencies. The U.S. FWS mitigation 
hatcheries are U.S. FWS facilities and m1plo} U.S. FWS employees. The US. FWS should 
bud,cet appropriately to keep these hatcheries operating. 



l'lmnk you for your time and attention to this matler. We look forward to your response. Please 
du not hesitate to contact us or our staffs if we can provide additional infonnation. 

Sincerely, 

e~ei..-_ 
-----··M -· 

John Boozr , n 

Cc: The Honorable Ken Salazar, Secretary of the Interior: The Honorable Dan Ashe, Director, 
l Slates Fish and Wildlifi: Service; The Honorable Jo Ellen Darcy. Assistant Secretary ot 
Civil Works. Department of the Anny 

'10 :OI flv L - 81:J ZIOZ 

U3A1383~ 
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llnited States l)cparnnent of the Interior 

!· !SH ;\';l) WlLDLlfl :S:FRVl(T 

to Rcp!y Rt fer '!;, 
j,\\"S- _-\l-'JTC~F,~RC-!Yl'S 050670 

1-he l {\lnnrabl~ John H,o-nz111an 
t.::n!tcd Stale~ Senate 
Washi11g1on. OC 20'.i IO 

f)car Senator 130(1zman, 

fl,{ ' 

·r hank you for your lcner of December 5. 20 l 1. 10 Presidenl Barack Obama. co .. si1,'tlcd by f,ena1or Mark 
Pr,\)f. expres,ing concerns with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (Service) Fiscal Year (FY) 20 i J 

budget proposal and its i1npoct on the future opern1ions of Greers ferry and :slorfork !\'utiona! Fish 

! !.Hchcries in Arkansas. The Whitehouse relcrred your ktter w the Department ofthe Interim Secrewr, 

Saia1ar who TI:<Jue,tcd that the Service respond directly It> you and we apnlogize for the delay. 

rhc Service shares ,our view; about the economic and «-,;reatinnal benefits providc>J by the prnduction 

of fish at these mitigation hatchcdes. In the past dt'Cade, the Service intensified dforts to obtain 

reitnl1ursement for fish n1h!~atlon prnduction so the- National Fish }fat,·hcry Systcn1 base funds could be 

redirected tn recovery :;n<l restoration of native species and their habitats. The Prcsictcn!' s FY 2-() 12 

budge! prop{1~ed tbat rni1igation fish hatcheries be funded by the Ft;deral agenciL:s that Ofltrau: the nn,,c,ct, 

fi}r \vhich the mitigation is occurring, ]'his type of fCc~fnr .. service system ,,-ould allo\\' feder~tl v,-ater 
,k,,di\n1nen1 aisencics m mhigatc l{,r the adverse dlects <1fthcir prnjects. The President's FY 201, 

propose-. the same fe1;:~ for~servii.::e syste1n. 

ln the 20!} President's Budget, fonds haw been set aside for the Army Corps nfEnginecr, and the 

Rur('.au r,f Rectarnation to reimburse the Ser\'ice for these costs. "rhe Ser,,ii:e is \\'orling with the 
rennessec \i'aHey ,.\uthorily to obtain ri:lfnbursetncnt as ,vclL 

The St~-rv1ce support.:. productinn offi'ih for these important rccn:ath)nal fisheries. }iowcver, the Ser\:k:c 

beiic1·e5 responsible should reimburse for the cost cifthese fish. In these tight budge! t,mcs. the 

S::.•r\ -lee is fUnding the highest aqua.tic '!"""'" conservation priorities. 

Sincc:rcly, 



United States l)epartn1ent of the Interior 

T"he FfC<nQrabie 1\1ark Pryor 
l}nitcd States Senate 
\\' iL,h ington, !X'. 205 l() 

Dear Scnawr Pryoc 

Th,mk you for your letter or Decemher l 5, 2011, to President Barack Obama, co-signed hy Senator fohn 

Bovztnan, expressing i.;oncerns .. vith t.hc lLS. Fish and \\'Hdiifc Se!"' .. ·icc's {Service) rises! )'car 20lJ 
budget pro_pz,sai and its frnpnct on the future operations ofGn:~crs Ferry and i",;orfort National Fi.'lh 

Hatcheries in Arkansas The Whitehouse referred your letter ro the Department of the lmcrior Sccret;iry 

:',a!azar wiw requested that the Service respond directly to you and we apologize for the delay. 

·1 be Service sharc-,s your views abmit the economic and recreational benefits provided by the production 

,,ffish at these mitigation hatcheries. !n the past decade, the Service intcnsil1ed efforts lo obtain 

reimbum,ment for fo;h mitigation productinn so the Natiooa! Fish Hatchery System base fonds could be 
redirected tn recovery and restoration of native species and their habitats. The Presidenrs FY 2012 

budJct proposed that mitigation fish hatcheries be funded by the Federal agencies that operate the' proJc'<ts 

for which the mitiginion is occurring. This type of fee-for-service system v.ould a!lmv federal wat,r 

,kvelopmcnt agencies to mitigate for the adverse cllects of their projects. The President's FY 2013 

pn,poses the same fee-for-service system. 

In the 20!3 President's Budget, funds have hc>en set aside for !he Army Corps of Engineer, and the 

Bureau of Reclamation to reimburse the Service for these c<1sts. The Service is working with the 

er111esscc \/alley :\uthodty to nbtain reirnbursc1ncnt as \\'CIL 

The Service snpp<nts production of fish for these important recreational fisheries. !-fo,.vcvcr. the Servicl'. 

bclieve, respcnsiblc agencies should reimburse for the cost of these fish, In these tight budget times. thc 

Service is funding the highest aquatic species conscr..-ation p.rl;Jrities. 

S i11i..:crei y. 



lltongress of tfJr iln1ttlJ statts 
Ulaslllll!lfon. Ml{ 20;il0 

The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Secretary of State 
U.S. Department of State 
2201 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20520 

Dear Secretaries Clinton and Sal!!ZM: 

May 12, 2011 

The Honorable Kenneth L. Salazar 
Secretary of the Interior 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C S~t, N.W. 
Wa.shington. DC 20240 

We are writing to follow·up on the October 6, 2009 lener to Assistant Secretaries. 
Kurt Campbell (OOSIEAP) and A11thony M. Babauta (DOl/OIA) in which several ofuf' 
requested .issistance in developing policy options to manage the growing cost of providing 
healthcare to migrants to the U.S. from the Freely Associated States of the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, the Federated Stares of Micronesia. and the Republic of Palau (the 
.. FAS"). These costs, as well as other social service costs, are a consequence of the policy 
established under the Compact of Free Association Act of 1985 {P.L 99-239), and 
continued under the Compact of Free Association Amendments Act of 2003, (~Cr AAA") 
(P.L. l 08-188) which provide FAS citizens with the privilege of being admitted into the 
United Slates "to lawfully engage in occupations, and establish residence as a 
nonimmigrant" 

The earlier lel!er stated the belief that the policy of .allowing FAS citizens to enter 
the U.S. for work. study, and residence is SoWld. However, recent trends indicate that the 
current implemenllltion of that policy is ll!lSllSlainable. FAS migrant's increasing reliane¢ 
on social services in the United States, and the costs associated with that reliance, is greater 
than was anticipated when !he Compact was negotialed twenty five years ago. and it well 
exceeds the $30 million provided under the CF AAA to defray these costs. 

After consideration of possible options available, we believe that a portion of 
Compact sector grant assistance should be utilized to mitigate the costs associated with 
Compact mig,ation. During the bilateral meetings 10 be held this summer, we ask that 1he 
United States Governntent formally express the concerns oflhe U.S. regarding compact 
impact costs, and request formal adoption of 1he policies outlined below. 

First, we believe it is important for potential FAS emigrants and those residing in 
the U.S. 10 understand that the privilege of entering the U.S. as a nonimmigran1 is 
primarily intended to provide educational and employment opportunities., so that FAS 
citi,.ens can return home with skills and experience that will permit them to contribute 10 

-



the development of their nations. Or, for those who remain in the U.S., that they will obtain 
steady employment aod not become overly reliant on U.S. social programs. Specifically, 
we request that a portion of Compact Education Sector grant funding be used to fund a 
program to educate FAS citizens on the intent of the open migration policy and the 
expectations of those who enter the U.S. under the Compact. 

Second, it appears that the single greatest compact impact cost is for services to 
those who need long-term medical treatment for conditions such as diabetes. Accordingly, 
we request that a portion of the Infrastructure Sector and Health Sector grant funding be 
committed to the establishment and operation of dialysis treatment facilities in !he FSM 
and the RMI so that patients will not need to seek treatment in the U.S. 

Third, we believe that consideration needs to be given to reducing the nwnber of 
migrants who are likely to become a public charge. Accordingly, we request that the 
bilateral meetings consider screening measures that could be implemented by the FAS 
governments to reduce the rate of migration of persons who are likely to develop an over
reliance on social services. 

Finally, we ask that you report to Congress by October 1, 20 l l on the outcome of 
the bilateral talks including the decisions made regarding the policies outlined above. It is 
in the interest of all parties that the increasing costs of Compact migration be effectively 
managed before they become a source of serious friction in relations. 

We expect that these policies will be agreed to during the upcoming bilateral 
meetings and that all parties will remain committed to the spirit of cooperation that has 
ensured the success of the Compacts for twenty-five years. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration of our requests. 

~~ 
U.S. Senator 

~ ... .d. '(.c(,.,._ 
Daniel Akaka 
U.S. Senator 

Sincerely, 

Uifi~ 
U.S. Senator 



~~<;t{;-r> 
Ma:iltHirono 
Member of Congress 

usa 
Memb<!rof 

CC: The Honorable Lorin Rohen 
Secretary offorelgn Affairs 
federated States of Mi.:ronesia 

The Honorable John Silk 
Minisu,r ofForeign Affairs 
Republic of the Marsha!l lshmds. 

-·· i~"--
John Boozman'"~ 
U.S. Senator 

M""'2M e~~ 
Mark Pryor 
U.S. Senator 



United States Departrnent of the Interior 
OFFICE 01' fNSULAR APFAIRS 

.ei._ssistant Secretary 

The Honorable Daniel I nouyc 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 205 l O 

Dear Senator Inouye: 

I R49 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

l appreciate the opportunity to report on the U.S. Department of the Interior's efforts to address 
your concerns related to the cost of providing health care and social services to migrants from the 
Freely Associated States (FAS) of the Republic of the Marshall Islands (RM[). Federated States 
of Micronesia (FSM), and Republic of Palau. Since receiving your May 12, 2011, Secretary of 
the Interior Ken Salazar and I, have worked to engage stakeholders including the executive 
leadership of the affected jurisdictions, members of Congress, oll1cials from the freely 
Associated States, and federal agencies. 

Attention within the Department on the Compact migration issue has been enhanced. Along 
with an assembled team of my senior staff. I have initiated intcragency and bilateral cfforu to 
develop short-to-long-term proposals that will strent.>1hen relationships and enhance cooperation 
under the Amended Compacts of Free Association with the RMI and FSM (P.L. 108-188) and 
Compact of Free Association with Palau, The Department has dedicated significant hours and 
funding lo enable Oflice of Insular Affairs (OIA) staff to travel lo the FS:vl and affected 
jurisdictions of Guam and Hawaii. Further, dclibernle action has been taken to assemble the 
appropriate staff and officials with the necessary expertise and knowledge to identify and discuss 
considerations and complexities that may impact policy options. On multiple occasions, the 
Depai1ment was infonneJ that these meetings often served as the first formal occurrenee for 
officials from affected jurisdictions, the FAS, and tedcral agencies to meet. 

Prior to detailing initiatives that the Department has completed and will plan to undertake in light 
of the May 12. 2011 letter. l am providing updates on meetings that focused on ways to helter 
address health. cducu1ion. and screening measures for citizens of the Freely Associated States. 
In addition to the meetings listed below, OJA conducted a number of interagcncy meetings that 
involved the Depa1tmcnt of Defense (DoD), Department o[Health and Human Services (HHS), 
Department of I lomeland Security (OHS), and Department of State (State). 

• On June l 0, 2011, my senior staff and I hosted a meeting with officials from the FAS that 
included FSM Ambassador Yosiwo George. RMI Charged' Allaircs Charles Paul. and 
Republic of Palau Ambassador Hersey Kyo1a, as well as staff from the U.S. Congress and 
colleagues from !he Department of Stale. At this meeting Congressional staff were able 
lo directly raise their concerns with FAS ollicials and acquire an understanding of the 
challenges confronting each stakeholder. This initial dialogue acknowledged the 



historical relationship between the United States and Freely Associated States and 
commitment to work together on the,e issues of mutual interest 

• On June 14, 2011, Sccretarv Salazar and I met with Senator Daniel lnouve and Lt. - , 
Governor Brian Schatz from the State of Hawaii to discuss the impact of FAS migrants 
residing in Hawaii. A follow-up meeting was held the next day with myself and my 
senior stall; Lt. Governor Schatz, and Senator lnouye's staff. Recognizing the costs 
incurred by the State of Hawaii, it was suggested tl1at health and education Compact 
sector grants be diverted for the purpose of reimbursing: Hawaii. I clarified that the intent 
of the sector grants arc lo support health, education, infrastructure, environment, private 
sector, and capacity building programs and services in the FSM and RMI. Given the 
annual reductions in U.S. sector grant a.5sistancc. pursuant to the respective Compact 
agreements with the U.S., these governments are confronted and challenged to do more 
with less. Any additional reduction or diversion of sector grants away from their original 
purpose would significantly impact the level and type of public services and the quality 
of life in the FSM and RMI. Further, it was recognized that even if the entire education 
or health sector granL, were diverted, it still wonld not meet the stated costs. 

• On July 7. 2011, the OJA co-hosted with our State Department colleagues an interagency 
meeting that brought together representatives from the DoD, OHS, HHS, and Department 
of Education to discuss the recommendations raised by members of Congress. It was 
clear at that meeting that these agencies have been looking at how to hcst address tbc 
Compact Impact issue wiil1 their respective authorities and programs. 

• On July 15, 20 l l, the OIA Director met with FSM and RMl Embassy officials to discuss 
the fact that multiple federal agencies were engaged on the Compact migration issue, and 
the actions the FAS leadership could take to focus on addressing health and education 
issues that would demonstrate a commitment to work collaboratively toward solutions. 
There was shared recognition that having reliable data and ,catistics associated with FAS 
health and education needs were critical to inform policy decisions. 

• On July 18, 2011, the OJA Director hosted a meeting with RMI Foreign Affairs Minister 
John Silk who reported that Compact Impact had been added to the Micronesia11 Chiefs 
Executives' Summit (MCES) agenda for discussion by the three FAS Presidents and the 
Governors of Guam and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana fslands. Minister 
Silk confinned three dialysis units had been donated and that the RMI government would 
consider an assessment to identify equipment, operations, and staff needs. Beyond 
equipment requirements, capacity and financial sustainability were also discussed as 
significant challenges to address. Minister Silk reiterated the RMf Government's 
communication with its citizens that they do have responsibilities and should be good 
guests while residing in the lJnited States. 

• On Julv 26, 2011 and July 29, 2011. the OlA's Director arnl Senior Policy Advisor 
traveled to Honolulu, llawaii, and Guan1, respectively, to meet with Congressional and 
executive leadership as well as representatives from the State and territorial Departments 
of Heallh, Human Services, and Education of these al'focted j urisdiclions. There was 

Page Z of8 



• 

• 

• 

• 

agreement that while the governments of Guam and Hawaii report annually on the impact 
of the Compacts of Free Association, the collection and analysis of accurate data better 
informs policy decisions. While in Hawaii, OIA met with the FSM and RMI Honolulu 
Consulates to discuss their current involvement with their communities and how the 
Consulates may better facilitate or assist in addressing the health, education, and 
employment needs of their migrant populations. 

On July 27-28, 201 I, OJA's Chief Counsel and Budget Director traveled to Pohnpei, 
FSM, to meet with the three FAS Presidents underscored the importance of addressing 
the Compact migration issue and the need for FAS governments to engage their 
communities domestically and abroad, These OIA representatives were also able to 
address the MCES leadership and other officials in attendances. 

On August 24, 2011, l met with the three I' AS Foreign Affairs Ministers to emphasize the 
need for FAS leadership to enhance relations with the United States in the affected 
jurisdictions and with Congress and take meaningful action related to health and 
educa1ion. In addition to the establishmclll of an FSM Compact Impact Task Force 
chaired by FSM Vice Presidcm Alik Alik, the FAS Ministers reported that at the July 
MCES each was appointed to an FAS Compact Impact Task Force. While the FAS 
Consulates in Honolulu do meet with their citizens, it was acknowledged that more 
targeted outreach and coordination with State and federal officials, agencies. and non
governmental organizations could be pursued. 

On August 30, 2011, I convened a bilateral meeting with Hawaii's Governor Neil 
Abercrombie, Lt. Governor Brian Schatz, staff of the llawaii Conb>rcssiona! delegation, 
and the fSM and RMI Foreign Affairs Ministers and their Honolulu Consulates. This 
was the first opportunity for the Governor to address senior f AS officials, share his 
commitment to work with their leadership, and request their leadership to reduce the 
burdens associated with Compact migration, The Governor acknowledged that the 
federal responsibility to address the issue extends hcyond just the Department. though he 
valued the Department's leadership to bring the stakeholders together working hand-in· 
hand to develop mutual solutions, The fi AS officials acknowledged the hilatcral nature 
of their relationship with the United States and called for policies to be developed jointly 
and in compliance with the Compact agreements. 

August 31-S<.!ptember 2, 2011, the Departments of the Interior, State, and Health and 
Human Services convened the annual Joint Economic Management Committee (JEMCO, 
FSM) and Joint Economic Management and Financial Accountability Committee 
(JEMPAC, RMI) meetings held in l lonolulu, Hawaii. Resolutions were adopted during 
the bilateral JEMCO and JEMF AC meetings focused on reducing personnel costs within 
the health am.I education sectors, establishing a comprchensi vc review of educational 
priorities, and allocating $1.9 million for the renovation of the Pohnpei State, f.SM, 
Hospital project. These resolutions support the Compact sector grants being utilized 
more efficiently and targeted for their intend~'li purpose, 
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• On September 9, 2011, I and OIA staff met with the professional staff from the Senate 
Energy and Natural Resources Committee to report on on-going and planned efforts to 
promote effective use of Compact funds and strengthen coordination and support of 
existing progran1s and services. 

• On September 15, 20 l l, l provided a briefing to Secretary Salazar on !he Department's 
efforts to address the compact migration issueand the inlcragency work being done 1>1rilh 
HHS, DHS, State, and DoD. While the Depa1trncnt docs manage the Compact sector 
grants and Compact Impact grants, we must recognize the contributions that other federal 
agencies can make. As such, Secretary Salazar plans to engage with DoD at the principal 
level to helter understand what agency assets and resourc-es can be targeted lo addressing 
needs in the FAS and affected jurisdictions. 

This brief summary is intended only to highlight the productive meetings that have been held on 
this issue. But I would also like to discuss other initiatives that the Department is pursuing. l am 
pleased to announce that the Department will be establishing an OJA Compact Impact Initiative, 
which will focus on bolstering our bilateral relationships and communication opportunities, 
while ensuring there is an annual forum to discuss issues of concern, make recommendations, 
and implement agreed upon policies. This initiative is comprised of the following components: 

I) FAS Senior Official Visits to Guam and Hawaii-OJA will seek to facilimtc travel by f AS 
Presidents to the affected jurisdictions to enhance relationships and coordination among 
territorial or state, federaL and FAS leadership and communities. This provides opportunities 
for coordinated messaging and information distribution from FAS and U.S. senior officials to 
FAS migrant communities. This forum will also facilitate discussion of important issues 
with all stakeholders, while exploring additional opportunities to partner and leverage 
resources. At my request, an October visit by FSM President Emanuel Mori to meet with the 
f'SM community in Guam and other appropriate officials and stakeholders took place. '111<: 
gathering by more than 200 FSM citizens was the first of its kind to have the participation of 
an FAS community, its President, foderal, and elected local leadership from an affected 
jurisdiction. In addition to discussing the privileges and responsibilities of the Compact 
Agreement, a significant portion of the forum was dedicated to respond to questions from 
those in attendance. 

2) Annual Compact Impact Meeting-OIA will also initiate a hi lateral FAS and US officials 
meeting in March 2012. This Compact lmpa<.1 meeting will coincide with the regularly 
scheduled mid-year JEMCO!JEMFAC meetings where relevant ofiicials and staff will gather 
to focus on RMI and FSM Compact grant sector budgets. This bilateral meeting will provide 
a dedicat1..-d, annual forum where stakeholders can raise concerns, discuss solutions, and take 
mutual action on priority items. Further, this meeting willinstitutionalizes a bilateral fomm 
dedicated to gathering pertinent information and moving policy decisions forward. The first 
meeting is expected 10 focus on establishing a shared set of objectives, benchmarks to 
measure progress, and proposals that may be implemented. 
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3) Establishment of Compact Impact OJA position-OIA wlll seek to review and evaluate 
the ability, within existing resources, lo develop a dedicated OJA staffer to lead the OlA 
Compact Impact Initiative. Given Uie unique history and complexity of this issue a dedicated 
staffer with specialized expertise can help facilitate interactions between the stakeholders 
such as the Department, Congress, and the governments of the affected jurisdictions, as well 
as the local and national leadership of the FAS governments. 

4) Interageocy Effortir---O!A is working with a number of federal agencies headquartered in 
Washington, DC, and the appropriate regional bureaus to use existing authority under the 
Compacts of Free Association, as Amended, and relevant federal statutc(s). 

In light of the limited fonds available to meet the needs of FAS migrants and the affected 
jurisdictions, we reiterate our concern that diverting Compact sector grants away from the FSM 
and RMI will likely exacerbate the situation we arc attempting to address with sector grant funds. 
I remain committed to working to avoili policies that could negatively impact conditions in the 
FAS and affected jurisdictions. 

In addition to the Department's OIA Compact Impact Initiative, we are also addressing issues 
regarding education, development of health facilities, and possible screening of FAS migrants. 

Education: Whether in pursuit of education or employment opportunities it is important that 
FAS migrants currently in the Unite<l States, and those seeking to emigrate as a U.S. 
nonimmigrant, acquire a better understanding of privileges, expectations, and responsibilities of 
the Compact of Free Association prior to entering lhe United Slates. The Department has 
supported and ftmded efforts by the f AS governments to provide educational materials to orient 
their citizens, prior to departing their country, about the challenges and responsibilities 
associated with residing in the United States. OIA will continue to review proposals submitted 
by the FSM and RMI that may further respond such educational needs. 

In 20 l 0, with an $85, 130 OIA technical assistance grant the RMI Government launched an 
orientation program consisting of a video and brochure that inforn1s Marshal Iese migrants about 
their rights and responsibilities while living and working in the United States. OJA is presently 

· reviewing a technical assistance funding proposal from the RMI to produce a radio-friendly 
format to expand distribution of orientation messaging among urban and outer islands, where 
radio is the main means of media dis1ribution. OJA expects that upon Fiscal Year 2012 funding 
becoming available, this proposal may be given favornblc consideration. The FSM is currently 
updating and translating existing orientation materials that are shared with their citizens to better 
prepare them for life in the United States. 

During August, OJA awarded the FSM Government a $60,363 technical assistant grant lo 
conduct a Household lnconic and Expenditure Survey (HEIS) that will provide data on the 
distribution ofincomc, compile its national accounls, provide nutritional information and food 
consumption patterns for fmuilics, and conduct a poverty hardship assessment. The survey. 
administered once every five years, is carried out by the FSM's Oflice ofStatistfos, Budget and 
Economic Management, Overseas Development Assistance and Compact Management. The 
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2010 HEIS coincided with the 2010 Census and was consequently delayed by a year. The 
expected completion of the survey is December 2011. 

· Medical Pacilities: Pursuant to P.L 108-188, annual Compact health sector grants are awarded 
to the FSM and RMI " ... to support and improve the delivery of preventive, curative and 
environmental care, and develop the human and material resources necessary for the 
Government [of the Federated States of Micronesia and Republic of the Marshall lslandsj lo 
perform these services." Since reduced reliance on expensive tertiary medical referrals is among 
the Compact's top tier goal for the health sector, performance requires the strengthening of 
primary and secondary prevention. Further, for health sector grants the respective Compact 
Subsidiary Agreements for the FSM and RMI state, "Priorily should be given to establishing 
sustainable funding mechanisms for operating a community-based system with emphasis on 
prevention, primary care, mental health, substance abuse prevention, and the operation of 
hospitals to provide secondary care at appropriate levels and reduce reliance on medical referrals 
abroad." As such, Compact health sector grants are devoted to health activities focused on 
primary care and prevention. Diverting this funding could lead to increased health care costs not 
only for the FAS, but for the affected jurisdictions. 

While RMI has received thrne donated dialysis units and the FSM has received two donated 
dialysis units, to dale those units are not operational. In PohnpeL FSM it is our understanding 
that while there is no nephrologist on hand io oversee potential complications and no reverse 
osmosis purified water to mix the dialyzing reagents that two of three dialysis units arc currently 
operating. 

O!A has engaged in discussions with HHS, health officials from Hawaii and Guam, and FSM 
and RM I leadership about the establishment of dialysis facilities. In recognition of the 
substantial cost involved with establishing, operating, and maintaining dialysis facilities during 
these meetings it was acknowledged that challenges such as water quality, power reliability, 
limited presence of specialized medical professionals, and comprehensive projections for needs 
of existing and future patients were factors that would impact the size and cost of each facility. 
In order to inform decisions, OIA is in the process of contracting a feasibility and cost 
assessment for constructing dialysis facilities and necessary operation, resource, and staff 
requirements to support Stich facilities in the FSM and RMI. 

Screening Measures: The FSM and RMI have been working with the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) to address issues associated with monitoring and controlling 
communicable diseases. OIA has been a partner in improving these conditions and in 20 IO I 
signed a $1,456,932 grant under the Cnmpacl health sector to cnmbat the oL!tbreak of Multiple 
Drug Resistant Tuberculosis (MOR-TB) in the RMI. In 2008, similar assistance in the amount 
of $1,947,600 was provided to the FSM when an outbreak ofMDR·TB occurred in the FSM 
State of Chuuk. 

I have discussed the need for FAS leadership to bolster cffm1s to combat communicable disease 
among their citizens and their governments estahlishing health screening. Developing and 
implementing such screening demonstrates proadive and preventative approaches that help FAS 
citizens receive medic a! attention they need and limit the spread of communicable diseases. 
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Discussions by the Department with CDC and DHS, as well as FAS officials, continue to focus 
on addressing issues related to the screening scope, protocoL and cost of implementation. 

The Department continues to ex.plore other policy options that may directly or indirectly address 
health, education, and other needs of FAS migrants and priorities of the affected jurisdictions. A 
fundamental component of improving the effectiveness and efficiency of compact resources, 
including Compact sector grants and Compact impact grants is securing a better understanding of 
the needs of citizens in the FAS and the programs and services they access domestically and 
abroad. 

While affected jurisdiction agencies and their bureaus collect data and contribute to annual 
Compact impact reports, all recognize that data gaps exist, including data describing 
demographics of populations and the type of state and foderally funded services that are 
accessed, which could identify community needs not only in the affected jurisdictions, but also in 
the FSM and R'.\11. With such information Compact resources can be better aligned with 
addressing priority needs. The Department is committed to reviewing and making necessary 
changes to improve Compact impact reporting guidelines. 

A unified and collahorativc approach between the United States and the Freely Associated Slates 
will be needed to develop meaningful policies for implementation. I am encouraged that the 
FAS Presidents during the July Micronesian Chiefs Executives' Summit established a Compact 
Impact Task Force and appointed the RM] Minister of Foreign Affairs John Silk; FSM Secretary 
of Poreign Affairs Lorin Robert; and Palau Minister of State Victor Yano to lead the Task Force. 
The Task Force benefits from the experience of each FAS government and fosters opportunities 
lo share and adopt strategies and ultimately implement appropriate policies. 

ln addition to FSM and RMI Consulates in Washington, DC, Hawaii, and Guam, the RMI 
established an Arkansas Consulate. In December 2009. I was joined hy RMI Ambassador Banny 
deBrum mid RMI Cons\ll General Carmen Chong-Gum to meet with U.S. Senator Juhn 
Rouzman (then a U.S. Representative from Arkansas's Third District) and the Marshallcse 
community leaders in Springdale, as well as staff from the St. Francis Community Clinic and 
State Department of Health in Little Rock. RMI officials coordinated these visits that helped 
nurture necessary discussion and interactions around the needs of the migrant Marshallese 
community. 

As the United States Government strives to implement policies that alleviate the burden 
confronting affected jurisdictions, FAS leadership and cooperation are vital to address the needs 
of FAS citi.r.ens at home and abroad. While the Department will continue to be at the forefront 
of addressing the impacts associated with the Amended Compacts of Free Association, the 
expertise and exercise of authority by other federal agencies will be needed. I look forward to 
continuing to work with you to develop meaningful strategies to address this pressing issue. 
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Similar responses are being sent to the cosigners of your letter, Senators Jeff Bingaman, Lisa 
Murkowski, Daniel Akaka, Mark Pryor, and John Boozman, as well as Congresswomen Mazie 
Hirono. Colleen Hanabusa. and Madeleine Bordallo. 

CC: The Honorable Lorin Robert 
Secretary of Foreign Affairs 
Federated State.,; of Micmncsia 

The Honorable John Silk 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Republic of the Marshall Islands 

-
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!he Honorable Ken Sala,11r 
Secretary 
U.S. Depllrtment of the Interior 
1&4'JC N,W. 
Washington. DC 20240 

Deur Secretary Salazar, 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 f 01, 1 i,JTf\ 2f;~i ?";,G~' 

hllp: pry;y S2f1J'if'_ )jC\' 

March 8, 201 ! 

As you know. every penny lhe government spends is being scrutinized for potential 
saving;; as v.,: s.:,ek Ill n.~oce onr bloated budget and bndg<c:t dcficiL We can begin by 
eliminating indfo::ient, duplicative or outdated programs. 

In a rel)(il1 reicased ias! week, the Govenunent Accoun1ability Ofiice provided Cong.ress 
wiih 81 areas of potential as a result Hf duplicative programs. As a member 
th~ Senate Appropriations Commiuce and Senate Homeland Security and Governmemal 
/\!fairs Cmnmittee, l am prepared to ltm1 many of their findings into rnsH,,n ings. 

l would appreciate hearing from you whether you agree with th<' rerori's findings 
concerning the Depamnent of Interior and the acthms your agency has or plans !\\ m 
lhe shon- and long-term as a result nfLlie report ll> achieve cosH;.:ivill!!S. If you are aware 
of duplicative or unnecessary programs wi1hin your agency that the, rAO did not cite, 
please include a plan of action 10 eliminate those programs as we!l. 

FN your reference, the report, Opportunifics 111 Redua, Potential Duplication in 
(iov,•mmrni Progrums. Save Tux Dallars and Enlumcc RcwJmN, addressed the 
n,,,,,c,l!rw the l)epa1tn1ent: 

• Fragrncnted federal dfor1, To meet water needs in the li.S.-!likxico border region 
have n,sultcd in an admini,tmtivc burden. redundant aetivitiL".S, and an overall 
ind11cient use of resources. 

• Fntl'.rprisc Architectures: Key mechanisms for identifying potcn1ial overlap an,1 
duplication. 

• Consolidating Fcdcml data ccmcrs pwvidcs oppc,rtunity m imprm e govcmmcm 
ei11cicncy. 

• S1ra1egic owr,igh1 mechanisms coukl help integrate fragmented intcra!2encv 
ct1{1rts to defCnd against hiologicai 1hreats. 



• Further steps needed to improve cost-effectiveness and enhance services for 
transpo.rtation-disadvantaged persons. 

• Ensuring the Federal government receives fair market value for its oil and gas 
resources could enhance Federal revenues 

• Agencies could realize cost savings by disposal of unneeded Federal real 
property. 

l would appreciate a response no later than March 2 l. 20 l 1. If you have anv questions. 
plca:;e contact Andrew Grobmyer at 202-224-2353. 

Sincerely. 

{'A.~ ~,c,.rz--
Mark Pry0r 
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T°rh' i Jnnorahie i\·1ark Pryor 
\. 'rnlc,d Stales Sena!!.' 
'"'V«shlngtnn._ l){, 205 t O 

lJ~ar Senator Pr:yor: 

111£ SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

MAY 2 7 2011 

Thi, , osponds lo} u1.r March 8, 20 l I ie,tcr regarding 1hc novc:rnment At:cnumahility Offi,:c ; ( ,AO I 
n.:port ( JpJJOrlun:ric.Y ro Rt'"E.i:uce l'otcntiol I Jur>licatitJn in (io\'L"'rruneni l;ro.~rarns. ,\'a,·,~ 'f'a:1. [)ollar, an(i 
t·nhunci: Rr.:v1.;n11e. f regr(''i ,.,..,-" \\'Cr~· not tn rneet your reques! to rcspo-nJ hy :\-''iHrch ]. l _ \J,/e did nor 

c your rcqucsl until :V1a.rch 23, 

J sham your imcwsl. in reducing the cosls of govcmmcnl and identifying areas nf savings. The 
llcp?J'tmrnt of the Interior nnuinucs to be llggressivc in idcmifying impt(\\ ement and eniciencies to 
n1akt• prngra111s tvork bt!U,er and redin:ctlng f\1n<ling to nilssion er!t!cai needs. 

! ha,c rc,·iewl'd the U!\0 report and can share the followin!! rcspons,,s relative to your specific 

i, Fc,kral Hfort, hl \krl Water Needs in the Border I <l!,J'Cl' that v.e can imprn,c the 
i...:0(1rdination or ...:ffOrts ~unong Federal progrants- that deliver \Vatcr and \'rT1stc\v1UC!' :;y~lcn:1~ to 

rural area~, rhc ti:\()'s recomn1cndation to in1pro\'t,' thr 1argt·t1ng r;f rcsou1-i..:cs in th<.~ t~c,rdl'f 
rct,jon is to co11ducl a comprehensive needs asscssmcnL It is important to undcrstan<l that lh,: 
pmgrams anti prnj,:cts funded by lhe llun:au of Rcc!amation ( Reclamation) nrc spccifirnlly 
authtllized by Congress and existing authority docs not allo" the c,,mplction of a comprdicnsiYc 
needs assessment of rum! water in the border region. Reclamation docs have authori!y lo 

provide hrni1ed cnst-shared assistance to communilie~ through cornpetitivt' funding <)Pfl·)rttHHlit~> 
under its Rural Water, WatcrSMART Basin Studies, and Title XVI Waicr Recycling and Reuse 
rn~)gnu11~. It is a si~nh1cant benefl! tn an agencies fc.·dcraL state, and irx:td tha! nur 
Fisnil Year 20 l 2 budget for 1hc US (,eofogical Sunt:y (1 !SGS) includes $ iO. 9 mil li,,n til 
,onuni:ncc roniprchcnslvc tvatcr supply and {iernand in\ enturic!. thst \Vlll provide baseline 
information needed by public and prirntc water managers lO work ioward sustainable water 
supplies, This would begin an efforl to estimate frcsh,,atcr supplies, how they are distribHl~iL 
and how thei arc changing over time, The l.lSGS has tar!(eied the Colomd,1 River Basin, an ¥ea 
encompassing signifo:a!ll border regions, as one of the duce busins where !his assessment will be 
cnnductctl with 1, Y 20 l 2 fonding, ,\n assessment nl' the availubili1y and use of v,arer resources 
in 1hc United S1.11cs was last completed over 3!J years ::tgo in 197!( We me hopdid that Congr<'S, 
"ill '>Uppon this pmgram that will JZO a long way 11,'Ward helping w pnnrilile rnrnl w21er needs, 

;.;. J-_nte-rprtsc :\rchitt~clure: Just as (1,\() rccvrrunt'lid.s. the J)cpar1n1cnt is using its Q\\·ard-\Vii:ntng 
cnterprL-.e an.:hitrc?ure to guide th~ 1110-demizafion of infi}rnu1tion technology iritfastructuri..· "!"he 
Department is underway with an Information T cchnology Transformmion dfon !hat will 



!~,'!.:rage :;ystctns and !nv..:strncnls frorn acrnss the (Jepartnltnt's diverse and gcographica!ly· 
dispersed bui caus and otllccs In order to 1n1rnlve integration \Vith bus.ines:; scrvi(;CS and create 
an cnvironn1cnt that hcuer suppo-rts 1nission ar~as anJ prngran1 delivery 

,. Consolidating Federal ll<1ta Centers: Consistent with (iAO's rccomm<:ndations we are 
rnr1s"lidating data centers throughont lhe Department as part of our lnformatk,n Technology 
lransfommtion lnitiativc. We are working collaboratively with the Office of Management and 
Budµc:t (OMB I on its Data Center Consolidation Initiative to reduce hard war,;. so!lwan:. rental 
spare, and other cz)st~ relat1.:<l to data center operations. 

4 Strarcgic o,·crsiglu Mechanisms: The lkpartmcnt has clear roles in defending against hiok,gical 
threat~, including n1aintaining awareness.. sur,·eil!ance, and detection. Working through our 
coonlinalinµ mechanisms led b,· 11tc Department ofl!omcland Security (llHS). w.: arc abk: w 
support these cffom with the expertise of the I =sGS. The USGS provides technical inliirmation 
and support to the DI !Son newly emerging diseases. collaborates with the Federal llurcau o! 
Investigation (FBI) w invcstigak wildlile disease outbreaks. worh with the lkp:n1mcn1 
Health and Human Services (HHS) and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) on the 
,ktection ofhighl~ pathogenic avian influenza in wild birds. and provides cxp,:rti,;e lo Fcckrnl 
agencies nn the wk of wildlife and the environment in disease c,·cnts. As the expert in wildlife 
health the l :sGS scrves as rhe leader in ihis aren. 

) . Transportation-Disadvantaged Pcrs()ns: The majority of the Department ·s programs to 
transportation arc funded through the Department ofTrnnsportation (DOT). and we have 
significant!} expanded our dforls to coordinate with DOT and our sister agencies. including lhc 
t:S!)A Forcs1 Seffice, !O improve: coordina1ion of programs and services. !11 addition. nur 
inten1al road:--; and trans.portalion progran1s arc conducted in a 1nanner that h.:v('.r()gcs the l)(li 
programs. Our recent invol,emcnl with OMB, DOT. and l ,SDA has been to ensure coordination 
and coHahorative approaches lo transportation progra1ns fl1ndcd in upcorning transpor1atlon 
auth{lnzation legi:dathn1. 

6. lair l\larket Value for Oil and (,as: The Department is taking steps to enrnurnge diligent 
dcvdopmcnl 1)f oil and gas leases. ensure a fair return. and ensure that oil and gas produn)d ar,· 
measured accurritely 

·1 fl 1:espon<l to ( l:\{ rs specific rcronune1Hlations \Vt' are taking th(~ l!)HO\ving attion!:>: 

• GAO Recornmendati()n: Congress may need to take action lo authori1c or enrnurnge Interior ro 
revise its rental lee structure for non-producing leases. 

To encourage diligent development of Federal oil and gas leases. both onshore and offshore:. 
1he Department included a $4 per acre annual fee on non-produdng. onshore Federal oil and 
gas kases in the FY 20! I and FY 2012 budgets. which 1rnuld become dfrctin, upon 
Congressional action. Additionally. in 2009. the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management. 
Regulation and Enforcement {BOFMRE) began charging escalating rental rates for offshore 
leases extended beyond the initial tenn and shortened the leng1h of the primary term for 
n!Ehore oil and gas lrnses in 20!0. 



• l,AO Recomrnendarion: Interior should complete its study examining how other oil and gas 
resource o,vners select fiscal par"11ctcrs for leasing and adjusting oH and gas royalty rah::; anJ 
use that information lo adjust. as appmpriatc. its royalty rates to a level rha! ensures the 
government a foir return. In doing so it should ensure opportunities for suhstantive. two-way 
communication with program stakeholders. 

In 2010. HOl'MRE and the Bureau of Land Managenwm (l:lLM) initiated an economic 
tt, compare the Federal Govcrmncnt ·, share of profits from Federal nil and gas kasing "ith 
700 fiscal svs1cms around the world. The report will include a composite index. including an 
index of revenue risk. I he final rt'port is scl1eduled to be completed in the sumnier pf 21) 11. 

• GAO Recommendation: Interim shnuld implement (iA(l's recommendations from repurts 
addressing a variety of oi I and gas n1casuremcnt fi.u:tor"i. 

BUvl is in the process of rc,ising Onshore Oil and Oas Orders .l- 4, and 5. I hesc Ord,:rs 
establish requirements for storage. site security and measurement of produced oil am! mr!urnl 

gas. Onshore Orders 3-5 arc scheduled tc) be issued in drali this summer. These ( lrders 
help BI.M to ensure a fair return for onshore oil and gas through production verifirntion and 
accountability and are schcclulcd to be completed in FY 20! 2. 

,, B!.M is also developing Onshore Order 9, which will limit the nmount of vented and Ila red 
natural gas pamincu to be rckasod without incurring royalty obligations. However. the 
Order will be unable lo prevent the release of al! fugitive natural gas from rnl aml natural gas 
opcratinn facilities. This new Order is s,h,,dulcd to he compktcd in FY 2012. 
lo fortifv its inspection and production accountability processes. BOFMRE has issued 
inspeclion goals to ensure the accuracy of reported volwnes of oil and gas pnHiuccd i'nHn 
otfahorc Federal resources. !"he BOFMRI·: issued policy on September 13. 20!0. addressing 
site-security inspections of measurcmcnt locatiom and the witnessing of royalt, meter 
prnvings and/or calibrations. rhc BO!'r'v!RI· policy requires more frcqucm inspt:ctions for 
"higher risk'' measurement locations. 

Ii nnceded Federal Real Property Disposal: One nf the kn missions of the l kparmwnt is lo .sen,: 
as the custodian of a vast collec1ion of national treasures and properties including the 
Washingmn Monument, Liberty Bell, and Statue of Liberty. The Department manages~ 
rnllec1ion of l 59.400 wnstmctcd assets that is second only to the Department of Defense. t Jur 
dfons to manage these assets arc dml!enged hy ownership of lands and facilities that arc 
geogrnphically dispersed and visited extensively hy the public. Our facilities management 
programs put a premium on the identification of assets that arc nol needed in order to focus our 
construction and maintenance budgets on highest prioritv needs and 10 reduce operating c,Jsts. !n 
our 2009 report from the Federal Real Property Prolik we idcntitied ] .920 assets that arc excess 
and an: in the disp<isal process. Of those. 5 l 7 have already been disposed. 

l hope this is infonnativc to vour questions. 

Ken Sahmir 
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The Honorable Ken Salazar 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of lhe Interior 
1849 C Street, N. W. 
Washington. DC 20240 

Dear Secretary Sahu.ru, 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 8, 20 11 
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MsrJ.lp,ry,cw .GMlllo.gov 

As you know, every penny the government spends is being scrutinized for potential 
savings as we sec:lt to reduce our bloated budget end budget deficit We can begin by 
eliminating inefficient, duplicative or outdated programs. 

In a n:pon released last week, lhe Goveromenl Accou.ntability Office provided Congress 
with 81 nrcas of potential savings as a result of duplicative programs.. As a membt.-r of 
the Senate Appropria1ions Conuni11ee end Senate Homeland S.:curity and Governmental 
Affairs Commillee, I am prepared lo tum many of their findings in10 cost-sa,~ngs. 

! would appn:ciatc hearing &om you whether you agJCC with the repott's findings 
concerning the Departm.:nt of llllerior end the actions your agency has or plans to take in 
the short- and long-term as a result of the n:pon 10 achieve cost-savings. If you are aware 
of duplicative or unneccssuy programs within yollf agency !hot the GAO did not cite, 
please include n plan of ac:lion to eliminate those programs as welL 

For yout reference, the report, Opportunitit, to R,duce Poteraia/ Dllpli,atian i11 
Go..,mnwnl Programs. Save Tax Do/Ian and Enhance Revenue, address<.'fi 1he following 
regarding the Department 

• Fragmented federal effons lo meet water needs in the U.S.-Me!<ic-O border region 
have resulted in an adminiSIIlltivc bunlen. rcdundan! activities, and an overall 
inefficient use of resources. 

• Enterprise Architeclurcs: Key mechanisms for idenlifying po1ential overlap and 
duplication. 

• Consolidating Federal dala centers ptovidcs opportunity 10 impm,,: government 
efficiency. 

• Strategic oversight mechanisms could help integrate fragmented inu:rag,.-ncy 
cffDfls 10 defend against biological threats. 



• fwther st"!"' needed to improve cost-effectiveness and ~c 5"rvices for 
uan.sponation-disadvanlllged persons. 

• Ensuring the Fcdeml government receives fair market value for its oil ar,J ga., 
reso=cs coold enham:e Federal ro,,e,iues 

• Ageocles could realize c()st s,wings by disposal of wmecde<I Fcdemi real 
proper!)'. 

i would appreciate a l'CSpOfl$e llO 11111:r than March 21. 201 L If you have any questkms, 
ple351!: contact Andrew Grobmyer at 202-224,2353. 

Sincerely, 

t.A.~~d{J-
Mark Pryor 



ilnitcd States ~cnatr .. · 1"'-

President Barack Obama 

The White House 
I 600 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest 
Washington, D,C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

WASHll\JGTO~, DC 20~10 

December 2 l, 20 IO 

2tti; 01RIL'fN Sr;•.i>rt: Dt,-io- 61!:i 0·N11-
VVAsH1u,,rc"'-<. DC 205'.C 

(/.02:; 42-1 -235? 

5,::,;; PPL"-1~\CJ.:-f C:>'-{1<.ihi ,'\v;:r:1,y 
SunL-10" 

': '-'LL fAHF ;37?; 7$-:hil,2 

hl: rJ_JJ P'""\Dr .»en,1\?. 90·; 

I write to express my concern regarding the Asian Carp Prevention and Control Act, which you 

signed into law (P .L. 1 ! 1-307) on December 14, 2010. While I understand the rationale for 
implementing this law, I fear that it will cause significant economic harm to many aquai:ulturc 
farms and small businesses in Arkansas. In addition, l worry that the law could even lead to 
greater environmental harm to the Mississippi River and Great Lakes region without mechanisms 
to ensure the proper disposal of the bighead carp currently silling in aquaculture ponds in 
Arkansas. Mississippi and Alabama. 

The new law adds bighead carp as an injurious species under the Lacey Act. therefore 
prohibiting the shipment of these live fish across stale lines. This law will negatively impact 

several aquaculture farms in Arkansas by eliminating markets for these fish in locations outside 
Arkansas. Until the Asian Carp Prevention Act was enacted, these fish were legally sold to live 
fish markets in other slates as a food product. Because this new law would prohibit 
transportation of these species to these markets, economic harm to bighead carp growers is 

certain. The only uncertainty resulting from the law is how these aquaculture farmers will 
dispose of these fish now that they are far less marketable under the new law. This uncertainty 
could lead to an w,intcndcd environmental danger without an attractive system to properly 

dispose of these fish. 

As you may know, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service declined lo list the bighead carp 
as an injurious species several years ago because of the large negative economic impact 
anticipated from such action. However, with this law Congress circumvented 1he normal 
injurious species listing process, which requires an economic impact study. The enactment of 
the Asian Carp Prevention Act is particularly damaging because privute fish farmers that were 
raising bighead carp were not given adequate warning that they were about lo lose the abili!y to 

sell their product to certain rnark.ets. 



Today these farmers are faced with the difficult decision of draining the ponds that currently 
contain bighead carp, now of little value, so that they may begin another crop cycle with a 

different fish species. This process could lead to the potential release oflarge numbers of 
cultured bighead carp into the Mississippi River drainage, which could cause the environmental 

harm that l referred to in my first paragraph. Obviously, we need to work with these farmers lo 
prevent such releases from happening. 

For these reasons, I ask that you determine if there arc existing authorities at the Department of 
Interior, the Department of Agriculture, or any other federal agency to assist affected aquaculture 
farmers in properly disposing of these fish and providing compensation for the economic losses 

resulting from the law. Given the immediate nature of the new law. I ask that you take equally 

expedient action in dctcm1ining what compensation and disposal authorities exist in the 

Administration. 

I look forward to working with you on this matter in the coming days, and I appreciate any 
assistance you can provide to farmers who are scheduled to sutler economic losses as a result of 
this new law. Finally, I ask that the Administration complete a detailed economic impact 

analysis of this new law to determine how it affects businesses previously engaged in the 

interstate shipment of this species. 

Thank you for considering this request 

Sincerely, 

#NraU·~••, 
Mark Pryor 

United Stlltes Senator 

Cc: The llonorable Ken Salazar, Sccrctllry, U.S. Department of Interior 

The Honorable Tom Vilsack, Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture 
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The Honorabk Ken Salazar 
Sccn:tury 
I Deparunent of Jnterior 
l 84'1 C Street, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ken: 

li.nitcd ~rotes ~cnotc 
WASHtNGTOtaJ, OC 40510 

April JJ, 20 to 

!i.00 P1,r,yl('(>H c,,,.,,,,N AvitL'i 
Svrrt 401 

UnU: H;:x-s;:, ,'\.-{ 1/~'iJ-; 
;S01} !.t,1-533S 

T~>t, FRLl' W77}:?E<t--9tll/ 

l am pleased lo write in support of the City of McGehee, Arkansas·. grant application 
which has been submitted to the National Park Service. I understund the proceeds v.:ill be 
u5ed to renovaic the Railroad Depot in McGehee which will be used as a museum and 
house the Japanese American Confinement Sile display. 

As y,,u may know, Desha and Ashley County in Arkansas had the only Japanese 
Ani-,rkan Confinement sites east of Wyoming. This museum will be ,,f grea1 benefit to 
the p<:ople of southeast Arkansas a,..,d, also, recognize and pay iribule to those internet! m 
these camps. 

rhis is an important project ihat is certainly worthy of funding. ll is my hope that the 
t 'niti;d States Department ofln1erior will give positive consideration of the City of 
',,fcGehee', application, 

·, hank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~oSZ-
Mark Pryor 

Mll'/sj 



United States Depaitment of the Interior 

A3615(MWR·PCL/PAL) 

The Honorable Mark Pryor 
United States Senate 
255 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Pryor: 

National Park Service 

M_id\\'cst Region 
601 Riverfront Drive 

Omaha, Nebraska 68102-4226 

MAY 3 2010 

Thank you for your April 13, 2010, letter to Sccretar, of the Interior Ken Salazar (Secretary) stating 
your support for the City of McGehee's (City) grant proposal for the National Park Service's (NPS) 
Japanese American Confinement Sites (JACS) Grant Program. I have been asked to respond because 
the State of Arkansas is one of my areas of responsibility. 

The City's proposal to rehabilitate the historic train depot as a museum to honor the two confinement 
sites located In Arkansas was a notable contribution to the fiscal year 2010 submittals. This project 
seeks to establish a location for an exhibit about the experiences of Japanese Americans held In the 
Jerome and Rohwer Relocation Centers during World War JI. 

The NPS received a total of 42 applications for the fiscal year 2010 grant cycle, requesting more than 
$7.7 million In Federal funds, This amount is more than double the $3 million appropriated by 
Congress for the 2010 JACS program. Proposals received by the NPS reflected a wide range of project 
types, Including oral history, Interpretation and education, documentation, planning, preservation, and 
capital projects. 

During the week of March 15, 2010, an NPS review panel evaluated applications received for the fiscal 
year 2010 grant cycle. The review panel then submitted Its recommendations to Secretary Salazar fc,r 
f:nal approval of the selected grant awards. We anticipate that the grant recipients and projects will 
be announced In late spring 2010 and the grant agreements will be finalized soon thereafter. 

Again, thank you again for your endorsement of the City of McGehee's proposal submitted to the JACS 
Grant Program. If yo" have questions or concerns, please contact Regional program contact Rachel 
Franklin-Weekley at 402-661 • 1948. 

Sincerely, 

Ernest Quintana 
Regional Director 

TAKE PRIDE"R!::;, 1 
•NAM ERICA"~ 



THE SECRETARY Of THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

OCT O I 2009 

Jhc Honorable Kay Bailey Hutch.inson 
United States Senare 
Wa,hingtcm, D.C. 2051() 

Dear Senator Hutchinson: 

n1ank you for your letter of September l 8, 2009, co-signed by your coiie,igues, expressing 
suppurt for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Pmgram fo, 
~OW-2015. The Department of the Interior received your lem:r on September 30, 2009. 

! sincerely appreciate your intercs1 in this matter and you wili receive a more cletai!cJ 
response in the neur future. 

Si-ncercJy. 

~s~ 
Ken Salazar 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The Honornhlc Byron L Dorgan 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 205 iO 

Dear Senator Dorgan: 

OCT O 1 2009 

Thank you for your letter of September 18, 21)09, co-signed hy your colleagues, expressing 
support for the Dralt Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior rccciv,'<.i your letter on September 3(t 2009. 

l sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter ,md you will receive a more detailed 
response in the near future. 

Sincert:'ly. 

~s~ 
Ken Salan,r 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

Th<: Honorable Lisa Mmkowski 
United States Senate 
Washington. D.C 205i0 

Dear Senator Murkowski: 

OCT O 1 2009 

Thank you for your letter of Se('lember 18, 2009, co-signed hy your colleague;,, expressing 
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your lener on Scptcmh<:r 30. 2009. 

! sincerely appreciat0 your interest in this mntter and you will rN·,·1'·,· a more dctailcd 
response in the near foture. 

Sincerely. 

Ken Salazar 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Christopher Bond 
United Simes Senaie 
Washington, flC. 205 !0 

Dear Senator Bond: 

OCT O 1 2llQ9 

Thank you for your letter of September 18. 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing 
support for the Drall Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Pm gram for 
20l0-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on Scplember .10. 2009. 

I sincerely appreciate your intercs1 in this matter and you will receive a more detailed 
response in the near future. 

Sincerely. 

Ken Salazar 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The lfonornble !V!ichael It Enzi 
United States St:natc 
Washington, D.C. 20:i 10 

Dear Senator Enzi: 

OCT O I 2009 

Thank you for your letter of September l 8, 2(109. co-si1,,111cJ by your coHcagues, expressing 
supper! for the Drati Proposed Outer Continemal Shelf Oil and Gas! .easing Program for 
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior ri:ceivcd )our Jetter on September JO. 2009. 

l sincerely appreciate your interest in this mailer and you will reeein, a more detailed 
response in the near future. 

Sincerely, 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Richard Shelby 
United Stales Senme 
Washington. D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Shelby: 

'!bank you for vour letter or September ll!. 2009, co-signed by your colleagues. cxpressinf 
suppi:1rt for the DraH Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas 1.edsing Program for 
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on Scptemhcr 3iL 200'l, 

l si ncere!y appreciate your interest in this matter and you will receive a more d,~tailcd 
r,·sponsc in the near ii.mire. 

Ken Salazar 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

lhe Honorable form McCain 
l ini1ed Stales Senate 
Washington. D.C. 205 l O 

Dear Senator McCain: 

OCT O 12009 

Thank you for your letter of September l 8, 2009, co-signed your colleagues. expressing 
.support for the Draft Proposed Onter Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 
20 l 0-20 l 5. The Depai1ment of the Interim received your lettc-r on September 2009, 

[ slnccrdy appreciate your interest in this ma!ter and you will receive a more ddai!cd 
response in the near future. 

Sinccrdy. 

Ken Salazar 



!he Honorable Jim Risch 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20:i !(I 

Deur Senator Risch: 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

OCT O t 2009 

Thank you for your letter of September 18. 2009, co-signed hy your colleagues. expressing 
support for the Drall Proposed Outer Comincntal Shelf Oil Gas Leasing Program for 
20! ()-2015. Ilic Dcparlmc!Jt of the Interior rL"Ccivcd your le11cr on September .JO, 2009. 

I sincerely appreciate your interest in this mancr and you will receive a more detaikd 
response in the ncnr future. 

Sincerely. 

Ken Sa!aza,r 



The Honornble k•hn Thune 
United States Senate 
Washington. D.C. 205 lO 

Dear Senator Thune: 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

OCT O I 2009 

Thank you for your letter of September 18. 2009, co-signed by your co!!cagues. expressing 
support for the Draft Pwposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil anJ Gas Leasing Program for 
2010-2015. The Department of the lnicrior received your kttcr on September 30. 2()()C). 

l sincerely appreciate your intcre,i in this matter and you will receive a more detailed 
response in the near fu1ure. 

Sincerely. 

Ken Salazar 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The llonorable Johnny Isakson 
t:nitcd States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Isakson: 

OCT O 1 2009 

Thank you for your leuer of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing 
suppon for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 
20 I 0-2015. The Depanmcnt of the Interior received your letter on September 30, 2009. 

l sincerely appreciate your imerest in this m~Her and you will receive a more detailed 
r0ponse in the near foture. 

Sincerely. 

Ken Salazar 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The llonomblc John ( 'ornyn 
L'nited Stales Senate 
\\a.,hington. D.C 20510 

Dear Senator Comyn: 

OCT O 1 2009 

Thank you t,,r your letter of September 18, 20()9, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing 
support for the Draft Prop<lNC<l Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 
Wi0-2015. The Dt.'])artmcni of the Interior received your lelter on September 30, 2009. 

I sincerely appreciate y,mr interest in this matter and you will receive a more det.aikd 
response in the near future. 

Sincerely. 

~s~ 
Ken Salazar 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

11,c Honorable Blanch;: L. Lincoln 
United States Senalc 
Washington, D.C. 205 lO 

Dear Senator Lincoln: 

OCT O t 2181 

Tha.'1.k you for y()ur letter of September 18. 2009, co-signed by your colleagues. expressing 
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil am! Gas Leasing_ Program for 

0-2015. The rkpartmcnt of the Interior received your letter on Seplembcr 30. 2009. 

l sincerely appreciate your in\erest in this maner aod you ,,ill receive a more derailed 
response it! the neat future. 

Sinccrely 1 

~s~ 
Ken Salazar 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The I lonornble Richard Burr 
United States Senate 
Washingwn. D.C. 205l0 

DeITT Senator Burr 

OCT O 128 

Thank you for your letter r,f September l 8, 2009. co-signed by yom colleagues. expressing 
support for 1he Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and (fas I .easing Program for 
20 l 0-20 l 5. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 30. 2009. 

l sincerely appreciate your in!ercst in this matter and ynu will receive a more ,brniled 
response in the near future. 

Sincerely. 

Ken Salazar 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Jeff Sessions 
Vnited Stales Senat<: 
Washingtim, D,C. 205 l(J 

Dear Senator Sessions: 

OCT DI 2009 

Thank you for your letter of Scpiember 18, 2009, co-signed by your colkagues, expressing 
support for the Draft Proposed Onter Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Lcas.ing Program for 
20 l 0.2015, The Depanrnem of the Interior received your letter on September 10, 200'). 

I sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will receive a more demi led 
response it1 the near fu1ure. 

Sincerdy. 

Ks~ 
Ken SalazM 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Saxby Charnbliss 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C 20S lO 

Dear Senator Chambliss: 

OCT O 1 2009 

Thank you for your letter of September 18. 2009. co-signed by your colleaj:!ues, expressing 
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Ga, Leasing Program 
2010-2015. The Deptt.'1ment of the lnterior received your kncr on S;,."J}tember 10, 2009. 

l sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will r<.-Cd\"C a mon: detailed 
response -in the near future, 

Sincerely, 

~s~ 
Ken Salazar 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The llonnmb!c James l11hofe 
t;ni1ed States: Senate 
Washington, D.C 20510 

Dear Senator lnhofo: 

OCT O 1 2009 

Thank you for your letter of September 18. 2()()9, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing 
support for the !}rail Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 
20 i 0-20 l 5. The Department of the Interior rcccive<l your letter on Sep1em!x:r :«). 2(J{N. 

l sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will receive a more detailed 
rcsp,.msc in the neur future. 

Sincerdy, 

~s~ 
Ken Salazirr 



THE SECRETARY Of THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Mike Johann~ 
Cnited Stales Senate 
Washington, D,C 20510 

Dear Senator Johanns: 

OCT O 1 2009 

Tha.'1k you for your lcner of Seplembcr l 8, 2009, rn-signcd by your collcagu~s. expressing 
support for the l lralt l'roposi.;d Outer Continenta! Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 
20ln-20l 5. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 30, 2009, 

I sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you wil! receive a more de!ailcd 
response in the near future. 

Sinccrclv. 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

!'he llonorable Thad Cochran 
United States Senate 
\V,tshington. D.C. 205 !0 

Dear Senator Cochran: 

OCT Of 2009 

Thank you for your letter of Scpkmber l It 2009. co-sign~-d hy your colleagues. expressing 
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 
2010-2015. The Department oflhc Interior n:ccived your kner on Sep1.ember 2009. 

l ,iuccrcly appreciate your interest in this matter and you will receive a mon~ d.:tailcd 
response in the near forure. 

Sincerely. 

~s~ 
Ken Salawr 



The Honorable Bob Corker 
Lr1ited States S,matc 
Washington. D.C. 205 l(J 

Deur Senawr Corker: 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

OCT O I 2009 

Thank you for your Jetter of September 18, 200(). co-signed by your colleagues, cxpre~sing 
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Ga, Leasing Program for 
20Hi-2015. The lxpartment ofthe Interior received your letter on Scp1embL-r 30. 2009. 

1 sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will receive a more detailed 
rcspon~-e in the near future. 

Kt•n Salazar 



Tbc lfonorable Da,·id Viner 
1.;nited States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Vitter: 

THE SECRETARY Of THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

OCT O I 2009 

Thank you for your letter of September l 8, 2009, co-signed by your col.leagues, expressing 
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oi! and Gas Leasing Program f\,r 
20 l 0-2{il5. The Dcpartmen1 of the Interior received your k>tter on September 30, 2009. 

l sincL-rcly appreciate your interest in this matter and you v,11! rncci,·e a more detailed 
response in the near future. 

Sinccrt.'ly. 

~s~ 
Ken Salazar 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Robert F. Bem1ett 
!3nited States Senate 
\\'ashington, D.C 20510 

Dear Senator Hennen: 

OCT D l 2009 

·1 hank you for your letter of September l 8, 2009, co-signed by your c,,llcagues, expressing 
support for the Draft Propused Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas L.:::ising Program for 
20!0-2015. The Department of the Interior received your leuer on September 30, 2009. 

I sincerely appreciate ymu imcresl in 1his matter and you will n,ceive a more dt'lailed 
response in the near future. 

Sincerely. 

Ken Sahv.ar 



Tht !fonomhle Tom CDhurn 
l'.nit::<l States Senate 
Washington, D.C 20510 

Dear Senator Coburn: 

THE SECRETARY OF fHE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

OCT O 1 2009 

Thank you for your .letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues. expressing 
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 
20 ! 0-2015. The Department of the Interior r.:ceived your leuer on September :SO, 2009. 

l sincerely appreciate your intere,1 in this matter and you will receive a more detailed 
response in the near future. 

Sincerely, 

~s~ 
Ken Saltm1r 



The Honorable Pat Roberts 
United States S.:natc: 
Wa,hinglon, D.C 20510 

Dear Senator Robert~: 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

OCT D 1 2009 

Thank you for your letter of September 18. 2009, co-signed by your colleagues. expressing 
support for the Draft Proposed Omer Continentlll Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 
20 l 0-20! 5. The Department of the Interior received your lellcr on September 30. 2009. 

[ sincerely appredme your interest in this matter and you will receive a more detailed 
rt:sponsc in !he near foturc. 

Sincerely, 

~s~ 
Ken Salazar 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

Inc Hcmorable Sam Brownhack 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C 2051() 

Dear Semitor Brownback: 

OCT O I 2009 

Thank you for your lettet of September !8, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues. expressing 
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental She if Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 
20i0-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter 011 September JO. 2009. 

l ,incerdy appreciate ynur interest in this matter and you will rccciw a more detailed 
r,-sponse in the rn,ar foture. 

Sincere!}. 

Ken Salazar 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Roger F. Wicker 
t 1nited States Senate 
Washington, DJ:. 205 lO 

Dear Senator Wicker: 

OCT O 1 2009 

Thank you for yc!ur letter of September l 8. 2009, co-signed by your colleagues. expressing 
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Lensing Program for 
20!0-20! 5. lhe Department of the Interior rccciwd your letter on September 30. 2009. 

I sincerely appreciate your interc~i in this matter and you will n:ccive a more detailed 
response in the m•ar future. 

Sincerelv. 

Ken Salaz.nr 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Lamar Akxand~'r 
l 1nited States S,mate 
Washington. D.C. 205l0 

Dear Senator Alexander: 

OCT O 1 2009 

Thank you for your ktter of September l 8, 2009, co-signed by vour colleague,. expressing 
support for the D.ral! Proposed Outer('ontincntal Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 

I 0-2015. '!be Department of the lnterior received your letter on September 30, 200'L 

l sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will rt,.;eivc a more detailed 
re,p<m~ in th"' near future. 

Sincerely. 

Ken Salazar 



The Honorable t.fark T'ryor 
United State, Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Pryor: 

THE. SECRETARY Of THE IJ\ITERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

OCT O \ 2009 

Thank you for your letter ,1f September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, rxpre,sing 
support for lhe Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Pmgrnm for 
20l 0-2015. The Departme.!lt ofthe Jutcriur rc'<:eivcJ your letter on September 30, 2009. 

! sincerely appreeir,te }Our interest in this maner and you will receive a more dcrni!ed 
response in ths: near future. 

Sincerely. 

~s~ 
Ken Salazar 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The Honorable George V. Voin,wich 
tlnitcd Stmc;; Senate 
Washington. D.C. 205 l(J 

Dear s..,nator Voinovich: 

OCT O 1 2009 

Thank you for vour letter of Septemher I&. 2009, c:o-signed t>y your c()!leagues. expressing 
suppon for th<: Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 

I0-2015. The D.:partm~nt oflhc Interior received your lcncr on Scptcmtx:r :w. 2009. 

l sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will ri::ceive a morc detailed 
response in the near foturc. 

Sinccrciy, 

~s~ 
Ken Salazar 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Orrin G. Hatch 
United States Senate 
Washington. D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Hatch: 

OCT O 1 2009 

!hank you for your le!!er of September 18. 2009, co-sign,:d by your c·ol!eagues, e~pressing 
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 

0-20 l 5. The Depanmerrt of the Interior received your letter on Septemhtr JO, 

l sincerely appreciate your in1eres1 in this matter and y,1,1 will recein: a more detailed 
response in the near fowrc. 

Sinc,rdy, 

~s~ 
Ken Salazar 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Charles Grasslcy 
l'nited States Senate 
Washington, [J.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Grnssley: 

OCT O 1 2009 

Thank you frir your letter of September l 8. 2009, co-signed by your eolieagucs. expressing 
support for the Drn.it Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and <his Leasing Prognim for 
2010-2015. The Department of the foterior receiwd your lett~r on September 30. 2009. 

l sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will recciv~ a more detailed 
response in the near fmure. 

Sincerely. 

~s~ 
K~n Sabzar 



fHE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

'!lie Honorable John Barrassn 
l'niicd Stales Senate 
Washingwn, D.C. 205 IO 

Dear Senator Barmsso: 

OCT 9128 

Thank you for yor.r letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing 
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Lcasiug Program for 
2010-2015. The Ocpartmen1 of the Interior received your letter on September 30. 2009. 

! sincerely appredatc your interest in this matter and ynn will receive a more detailed 
response in the near future. 

Sirn:~rdy, 

~s~ 
Ken Sa!~zar 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The Uonorablc Jim Bunning 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Bunning: 

OCT D 1 2009 

Thank you for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing 
suppon for the Draii Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September JO, 20()9. 

l sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will receive a more detailed 
response in the near future. 

Sincerely, 

~s~ 
Ken Salazar 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Mark Begich 
l'nitcd States Senate 
Washington, D.C 205 IO 

Dear Senator Begich: 

OCT O 1 2009 

Thank you for your lel1er of September 18. 2009, co-signed hy your colleagues. expressing 
,up port for the Drali Proposed Outt?r Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 
20l 0-2015. The Department or the Interior received your kncr on September 30, 2009. 

I sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will receive a more detailed 
response in the near future. 

Sincerely, 

~s~ 
Ken Salazar 



Th,· Honorable Ben Ne!;;on 
Unit,·d States Senate 
Washington. D.(", 205 IO 

Dear S,'.nator Nelson: 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

OCT O 1 21111 

Thank you for your lc!lcr of September I g, 2009, co-signed hy your colleagues, expressing 
support for the Draft Pmp,.1scd Ourer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your lcl!er on Septeml,<,'T 30, 2009. 

I sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will rcceiw a mure detaikd 
response in the near future. 

Sincerely. 

Ken Salazar 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

!'he Honorable Jim Ddvlint 
U nikd States Senate 
W,tshington, O.C 20510 

Dear Senator DeMint: 

OCT ff 1 2009 

Thank you for your letter of September IR, 2009, co-signed by y,1ur colleagues, expressing 
support for the Draft Proposed Outer C,mtinental She'!!' Oil ancl Gas Leasing ?rogram for 
20 l 0-20 l 5 The Depar!ment of the Interior received your letter on September 30. 2009. 

l sincerely- appreciate your interest in this n1uttcr and }THl V.'iH receive a mt)rt detailed 
response in the near future. 

Sincerely. 

~s~ 
Ken Salazar 



rh;: it.Jnt.1rtlhh.• Ken Sa)a;,,11.r 
se~refnr:y 
I.kpar1rnent of the interior 
l 849 (' Street NW 
\\"a::.hingtonc lX_: 20240 

'llnitcd ~tatcs ~cnotc 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

Srptemher I 8, 20(19 

~re are \\'tiling H1 tllll\1;:y our strong support for the i)raft Pluposed ()utcr ( \1ntlnt~ntal Shelf {tX~S_J tJil 
and (j:_is Lea~ing Prograni (_{JPP) prupnsed by thi: tL~·t \1irtt.7als l',1anagcnifnt Service (\f\:f~·rr ~1pcinng up 
th.:\Y '"n'.'lhorc areas fi;1r natural gJs and oil lca:,.ing and devc)opn1cnt and ais0- aHo\ .. ing fol the de\t•loprnent of 
rniewab!e energy as proposed in the DP!', the Departmem of the Interior can provide the l'nirc"<l Stmes "ith an 
oppcrtunlty 10 n.·sponsibty produce our n,vn enerro. ·rhi~ devclnp1ncni \vi!! ho Isler our nation· s t>::o-r101ny, ~'-fl,:"Jte 
r,i:.'.\\ [(ih:-, <tnd Uecrr..::a')e our <lepcnth:ncc PH forl'ign sources of cn<fft{Y. 

lt is. 1nore lfnpnrtant than evt•J' that the fi.,dcraJ govcn11nent uHO\\- for dcvcluprn..:111 of domcs-1iz· oJTshon:; 
energy supphc~ niadc available in the i)PP. lty offering nc\v leasing OPfk-'r!iu1iiics. the f)PP is appropriutci;, 
l'.\PrlHKi\,i;: and prn\ id(-s the l)cpartinent \-\-lih max.imurn t1cxihi1it} to- properly utilit.c our nation· s dn1ncstic 
n:'.:i>>un .. t:s. 

~n\\ is the appropri;_ite time to prrr1n(1tc long~tenn policic:. that n~-;P*'n;"}ibly eni.:i.nirng.c t:rt~aLinn \\ hiic 
gt•}\\ ing the ttono-ruy. ln1purtant utl:;;hon: art:as. like those ln ;\laskii. offi,"'.J 1rr:n1t•nd~1us n111urat ga~ :-snd oil 
rt«;nurc<'"i l)y S<''ln1c t;"{thnates-;. the (~hnk\.'.hi Sea aiont: ofl /\h.1/-;ka~"' coast cGnt1tins .as n111c.h 1uHurJ! ga;; and dil :ts 
1h1.' .::ouniry has p-n:">(]ucrd in the <.Julf of l'v1exll.:n ::tn>:c 19<'L?. 

Additionally, \Vt: urg1.; ~1i\-1S toJJhl\"C tl:.,n,·ard \-Vlth th;; 2007-2012 i Prngr:1111 \\"hilc \\.nrking to 
apprvYc and Jinali1c- lhc ni.:w i)Pi". hnph::1nenting a scr1sibk:. fonvard~thinking i:ner;{Y pnti..::~, '-'1.-i!l aUo\v fo1 

rt:'.'lfM!nsibl,,• .:tnd ;Jevelr,p1ncnt of 1\rrn.·rita1 0 ;..:ncrgj resoun;cs and \viii help industries and bu~in\:SS-t:'S: hen: 
tr! hC'11nc that r..:·fy ht..>11vlly on natur:d g-~,s. nnd crude oiL it \\c]l! t1tsc, furthrt o-ur nt1tf,1nal ,ccur'Jt~- and energy 
\\,',: urtt_: inh:n:st\ and. ot 1.:-<Htrst~ spur joh:i and e-.-.:ononn..: grO-\\ th as \\-;,: dpeu HI:\\ a, t:a:> ie ::ind 
de;,,,.::fr:plHl'I\I. 

In L;<'ra.:iusii)fl, \\'S:- are p!cnscd to si.:e thi\1 the \i:Y!S has included ncv, k:a~ing. area<. in 1hc J;pp- a;:d ha<:. 
ae:hru1\"·Jcdgt'd th~ need !l,r the lJnited St:ttct> to begin rc:-.pon.sibl) dcYtloping tht: nhundan1 rnfre,•_y n:;,;,y,1rccs 
ic·~~.Htd (•ff ,,iir 1.·i:ia:,t.s. \Ve bclicrvt' that the [)PP ls an in1p-ortant ::ttcp h: rn:nting a rob11!-L divt:rsc. natic,naJ ent:rg~ 
poh1.:y \\.hi...:h '>vl!i htdp i1;cuH.; Qt1r en';rg_y future. \l./e urge yc)u to n1ovc fnrv,nrd no th1: rJPP i:ts )"1'U 'i.\(trk 10 

finaE.1t: :1 n,:1,\ fi\'c-ycar (l('S plan. 'fhank yr,u f~1r y-our ath:fltion to thl-;, intp<,rtant n1atti;.'L f'il:n.1st' d-o not l·.11:>1t.atc 
to 1..ont;1<:t u:,; if \\t can ht• nf il:::,'.:ri'>tti.n\'.c to )'t)tL 



The Honorable Ken Salazar 

September 18, 2009 
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United States J)epartment of the Interior 
OFP!CE OF THE SECRETARY 

lhc Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchinson 
t.111w,1 States Senate 
\<h,shington, D.C 20510 

Dear Senator Hutchison: 

D.C, 20240 

OCT 21 2009 

TAKE PRIDE 
'"AMERICA 

fhank you for your ldter dated September 18, 2009, to Secretary Ken Salazar expressing your 
strong support for the 20l0-·2015 Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Draft Proposed Program 
(DPP). Secretary Salazar asked me to respond. A similar letter is being sent to each signer of 
your leHcr. 

Th(; comment period on the DPP closed on September 21, 2009. The Minerals Management 
Service (M .. MS) received over 530,000 comments on the DPP. The MMS will summarize and 
analy1.c those comments as quickly as possible in order to move expeditiously m the next sl.:ps in 
the process, which include scoping oflhe draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and 
puhlication of the Proposed Program and drnll EIS. Your comments will be considered carefully 
in that endca vor. 

On July 28, 2009, the U.S. Court of Appeals clarifkd that its ru.ling on the 2007 2012 Program 
delays only those sales in the Chukchi, Beaufort, and Bering Seas. However, it will bc necessary 
lo re-balance all sales in the 2007· 2012 plan once the revised environmental scmitivity analysis 
is complete, 

Th,mk you for yonr interest in the OCS program. Secretary Salazar and I look forward to working 
with you to move forward in developing a comprehensive Federal off shorn energy plan for the 
benefit or the Nation. If you harn any questions you may contact me or Ms. S. Elizabeth Bimbauni, 
Director, M:\.fS, at (202) 208-3500. 

Sincerely, 

-Wilma?i:TC'.Vis 
Assistant Secretary 
Land and Minerals Managcrncnl 



Similar k!t<lr being ,en! !o: 

Honorable L Dorgan 
Honorable LaJnar J\lexal!dc-r 

Th0 Honorable John '"''"'T'"'"~ 
The Honorable Mark Begich 
The H onorah \, Roher! F. Bcnneu 
The Honorable Christopher Bon<l 
rl1e 1-lonomhlc Brownhack 

rhe Honorable Jim "''""''"" 

rflu:: flonnrahle Saxby 
[he Honorable Tha<l Cothran 
Che Honorable John CJrn)1l 

Tho Honorable Bob Corker 
The Honornhle Tom 

l ionorahlc J tn1 uc·.,v1,m 
The Honorable M.1chad B. Enz: 
-rhe i-Ionorahlc C~haries 
The Honorable G I-latch 
The Honorahk !,1hofo 

Honornbk fames ls:i.kson 
l loncrnble Mike Johanns 

·rhc Jjonorahlc Blanche L . .ljneoin 
The l-fonorah!e John .'vkC ain 
The Bonorabl0 Murkov;ski 

Honornhle Ben Nelson 
The Honorable Mark Pryor 
The Honorable James E. Ri!'ch 
The Honernblc Pat Robcns 
ilic Honornhlc Jeff Sessions 

Honorable Richard Shelby 
The Honorable John Thune 

!fonornble David 
-rLc llnnora1-.1c Georg~\' oinovich 
The llonornblc Rog1:r 



M;ifn" r n I vn 
ARKANSAS 

COMMITTfES: 

WAS•11NGlON, 0C 20510 
(2021224--2353 

AIO.tH.l' SERIOCfS 

tOMMEI\Ct. &CEt.a.AHO 
'UIM$POMA110N 'llnittd ~rotr.s ~rnatr 

500 PHESIOEN! CuNTON AVENUE 
Sunt 401 

HOME LANO SCtl.iflffY NW 
GOVEIIHMEHTAl 4HAIAS 

l1nu: Rock, AR 72201 
!501) 324-6336 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 T Otl FREt..,77) 259-9602 

http;HpC3-senate.gov 

SEttC1 toMMITT££ ON [TP!ICS 

Secretary Dirk Kempthorne 
Department of Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Director Mary Bomar 
National Park Service Headquarters 
1849 C Street, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

June 11, 2008 

Dear Secretary Kempthorne and Director Bomar: 

Hl 
;:-.,: 

' ' :'; ~c., 
. •l 
- • :i ~. ~:; 
"' : ·-~ 

;- -·'! 

''-·f 
. ·:c 

::;:rn 
" 
a 

....... 
\.0 
C) 
(.,,) 

..... = = CD 

<-c z 

-.I 

-,;, 
::,:: 

:::, 

Thank you for meeting with members of the Arkansas Congressional Delegation on Tuesday, 
June 11, 2008. Senator Lincoln and Congressman Ross each told me after the meeting how 
appreciative they are for your time and attention to Hot Springs National Park. 

I am following up on the three requests I made at the meeting. Please provide me the following 
as quickly as possible: 

I. Any evidence or documentation that the use of the logo or the use of"Hot Springs 
National Park" or "Hot Springs National Park, Arkansas" by the City of Hot Springs or 
by the local Advertising and Promotion Commission has caused conrusion among 
visitors to the Hot Springs area; 

;::o 
fTJ 
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fTI 
·< 
i"Tl ........ 
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2. The Department of Interior's or the National Park Service's written policy that led to the 
filing of the Petition to Cancel and the date the policy was adopted; and 

3. Any information or evidence establishing the basis for the belief by the Department of 
Interior or the National Park Service that the City of Hot Springs or the Advertising and 
Promotion Commission fraudulently obtained the trademark as alleged in paragraphs 17 
through 22 of the Petition to Cancel. 



!fl can help work out a resolution between the Park Service and the community, I will be 
glad to assist in any way I can. 

Again, I want to thank you for giving your time and attention to this matter. Hot Springs is 
an American treasure and I look forward to the day when things are better than ever. 

Sincerely, 

,~i.--~/lefZ--
Mark Pryor 



IHUILYIUU TO: 

LS8 (0120) 

The Honorable Mark Pryor 
United States Senate 

NATIONAL PAIUC. SERVICE 
1849 C Sm,01. N.W. 

W.W.ingum, D.G 20240 

JUL 142008 

Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Pryor: A f!/1 ©-~ 
This letter is in response to your June 11, 2008 correspondence concerning the~ 
Springs trademark issue. We are encouraged by your efforts to facilitate the working 
relationship between the City and National Park Service (NPS). Enclosed are examples 
of information that relate to your requests concerning the litigation before the Trademark 
Trial and Appeal Board (TT AB), U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service. 
Hot Springs National Park, •. Hot Springs Advertising & Promotion Commission 
(Cancellation No. 92049191). 

The proceeding before TT AB is a quasi-judicial adjudicative proceeding. The panies to 
this litigation are currently complying with TTAB's disclosure and discovery 
requirements, in preparation for the briefings and trial that are to follow. Information 
relevant to the pleadings will continue to become available throughout this process. In the 
meantime, to protect the position of the United States in this litigation. we will respond to 
your current requests with examples of publicly available documents. 

Enclosures 1 and 2 are examples of complaints directed to the National Park Ser,'ice 
about non-Park businesses who use the Park's name. Enclosure 3 demonstrates the use 
of the trademark by the Hot Springs Advenising and Promotion Commission to promote 
such non-Park activities as horse racing, casino-style gambling, amusement parks, 
miniature golf, municipal tax collection, municipal law enforcement, and other municipal 
services. 

With regard to your inquiry concerning "policy," the action undenaken on behalf of the 
Depanment of the Interior and the National Park Service is an outgrowth of our 
responsibility under the Lanham Act (15 U.S.C §§ 1051-1127) and the National Park 
Service Organic Act (16 U.S.C. §§ 1-4). Together they require the Depanment to defend 
the NPS, its name, and associated intellectual property values. 

Enclosure 4, Trademark Application Serial No. 76308712, is an example of information 
containing representations relevant to the fraud count in the Petition to Cancel. 



. ·-. ~ - --,y iv pursue tile litigation before the 
I raaemark Trial and Appeal Board, we share your interest in seeing the matter resolved 
to everyone's benefit and will continue to seek opportunities to settle the matter and work 
with the City to advance the broader mutual interests. 

We appreciate your concern about this matter. 

Sincerely, 

011~~~ 
Mary A. Bomar 
Director 

Enclosures 



Ms.Femudm., 

1 m lacllldma a copy ofdae lluc: l acctw die Arllngtao Hoto) in July ofthil year. 1 apolo&izt 
ftlr Ille dme cDffia,iilllial, bu& ii bu co• to ID)' aaaation tbat 1he Nmaaal Pak Service ICtul)y 
Im DO ecarol cmrtllo Ar1Jraston. As ycm mt)' niccmd ddl w hllm iD July, It wu my 
lllderl1mliDg 1hll tbc Ar&:ia&oD lmlll1 fell IIDcler die ~. if'you will, oflbc Nahmal 
P11k Scnlce. All oftbu ~ indicai., nch and tbctr lddral ia..,. abown u "'Hot 
SpiDp Nadcmll Part'". 

lD eMidoa 1D my fbal naimeDt at aid purported "'ruart", l now ftDd myaelf angend. yet qain, 
by dieir fllll adverdsemeDt. 11 dleft not a Myto stop 1hls hm uppmiD&'1 To be b.olell, J 

;~ beline dlll the ArUapm hu sullied die republdom of tu Hot SpriDp NadoaaJ Pm - llld wiU 
.. ·,. 1D dD 80 UDlea IGffldbtng cbaga. 

ID lclyw bow, alaat I have apc:m an exlraOrdinmy mnOUlll of time in Hot Springs overlbe 
IIIODtbl. I have ml)"ld at Dllmll'OIII odm bo1.els IDd bave noefwd the most WOlldmfuJ 

mm. M I haw llreat.d ta die llllliebed Idler, J umre you 1blt I will never Blay 11 
.... l bc,pe 1blt ya\! will be able to "mm lhiop blppcm .. In reprdl to the &be 
ofdm Artiapm. Again, ifl was IIDda' the impamkm that the Natloaal Pn 

usoclMed with • and had comn,J OYllt - dlt Arltnpm. tbeo how IDIIIY othm are 
tbe lMlt apraJicm? 

1-1 he to call Oil me lfyau have any qustiom or ifJ migbt be able IO help in 111y way. 
you for~ time ad comicle,idfon iD 1bi& mtter . 

• agaln! 

. . . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Enclosure l 



c/o dlcGcanJ MIDlpr 
239 Cadrll Awnue 
Hot Spmp,AJl 71901 

Deir Mldlm or Sir: 

111"'\I tVlt4""l ... t, t • ••· 

Oa Vl/ffrt07, ~ family and 1 were a Hat s,riDp 1or a dance competition et the Convation 
CeoW. l ba\'e beat to Hot Sprinp IDIDY, many dmea, but my vlsitl haw always cantm'od Oii Lab 
Hamlllon. Oa this occuioll, however, WO needcd,to.be ID the dnwDtown uea. 1be Austin llld 
Embuly Sllilll wwo 8lled to ClplCity wfth damn. I lben cholJgbt of Ille ArliDJIOn as it WU very 
nearby. I bid unr l1llyed 1bere, but l beUavecl itf:be a lunry homL I got aalfDund wu unred 
by tM webalb, tut it WU a luxury balel-111 aWlrif whmiDI '"ruart ad &pl.,, Wha ) Clllcd to make 
my nsavatiilm, 1 nt. aplD. told 11111 the Ar~ was• lumry hotel l..ct ~ take you throuab ~ 
stay at the 'ArliQitn. 

lJpaa IDMI, 1 WU llDJ)}euatly .surpued to find that the valet pmiDJ WIS full ) WIS theG 
chec:bd in by I clitildmescod employee. My molber, daughtrz, IDd l walked the dm, dank hallway 
· 1811 wo tllaqbt that we laad boa given the wrong by because none ofus could get the 

A maid dmt WIS waDdng put edvi.Hd me dult I would mm to pmb in very bard because 
_llickiq. She wu comet; you just bad to tum the key ad nilly put your shoulder Into 

) walked imo 1be mom I tlrst Dodced I horrible discolored place QD lbe ClipCL lt 
• , U though I bot iron bid bef:D p)lced tun ad bad bmud 1ht Cl1pl'l. lbo bathroom 

the doorway and it wu bonible. Tbc db OD dle 1loor wen mismatched, the shower 
COWftd in mDdcw, IDd dlae were rut ltaiDa in 1Jie tub. It eppcced dmaomeone bid b8gun 

ba1braom, but ltoppocl hltfway through. "J'bl toilot WIS IO cJ01e to 1be link and Ill 
• abelftbat it wu Bat aaly anc:cimfortable. ii WU almolt dlnprous. Needless ta 1111, we 

u liU1D time ill the belbtoom u possible md we c:ould not bring oune1WII to even get Imo the 
shower the 'OeXl clay. · 

WJam we-nbned ivm the Convemima Cenw it was 1*. I chocked on the valet J)ltlcina1 

just to mlb nre, but was told lbat It wa, mdaed. ML I was 1heo told tbll I coald park in a pning 
pnge about a block away. lf thal wu fuD. I would bave to pmk even further away tblD tbll. Whal 
l umd bow we (my moCher and clngbim' wen with me) wen 111pposod to get bade to the bore~ I 
WU m,nd that tu II Arilnaton llmlde'" 1#0Ukl pict III up, 'Ibo pniD& &m&e, of CXRD"SC, WU ftill 
ad I Md CD clr1¥t down to 1be old ~lllttc Halel to pn.. We bu waited OD the lhWde and it IOOD 
lft'Md. lt wu • ...U. olcler car 1hl1 could aaly ICMZD'DMIIII four adulta. We bad tD w.Jt for the 
sbultle to like, couple to die botet uMi mum bus. Pleue note that we w.n waiting in a dmbned 
Pmtinclot. . 

Let me fflmD quia1dy to the IICata oftbe ra,ml. My dauptor was eo llDCGID!ortable diat she 
did not IUt 'MIL She WIS '1bJd Iha& bup were &oinc 1o come wt once we IIIIIICd o~ the ligbt. The 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



walls wae IO tbia lhll I ooold bar Che people iD tbe nat roam meea. To top it all off, the 
television volume wu DOI worldq property. One moment you have to IW'D It UJ) because you 
couldD'l bes', the vay next 'IDCJIDeat It wu bhring. We just didn't watch uy television. 

The Bat marabag we ao1 r'Ndy to depart. JJ we wen waDaaa doWlllta!rs we passed a maid 
in the !11Dw1Y, My IDOCblr tpab IO lMlr as we pwed ml le aemcd to like I a,ui e!bt ot lhe part 
oflbe ..W farller lO ftllllGlld ID kind. W• then wait.ed in an overly warm hl1way fbr the elcvalor, 
~ &.Jly c:&me. My moCbcr' found aat that breakf.asl WU 11.lppoaed to be moluded with CJW' 
'"Family Pldcap•. We W not been told lbout. this It cbcck·iD, My mother DHIDticmed dds a c:hec:k 
out IDd 1bo clllt pw Moths 1bree YO\ICbm and cllrected Im to 1llo dmmg IOOID • which 'W11 ~ 
I could DOt tab aay mcn "bl:m)"' teMCC, 1 mmned to die alert md llbd abom 1be "cJO.S• 
d1ntDg room. He 1bm Jouk.ed at dm Wltcb and said, "Ob, well it closas _at ten". It wa five minUl.eS 
afler t.aL I l'lltunled the 'VOUdlm to bim lllting dw wt obviously did aot need tbem. I then advised 
bim ofllow unuppy 'M bad bean wida Cl\1I' stay at die ArtlllgtaD md chit we would not ever be beck.. 
He acemd to pl lllll'Y aud -.id '"J'Jn lQfr)' you feel tbel way." 

Lei 1111 mure you dam t taaw sta~ in m111y mmy hotels. The ArUngtca ts not one oftbem. 
Had we aot needed to be ID a. duwncowD .11'1:1 cm Sltmday~ I promise that we would not h.ve stayed 
tbe nlgllL I would haw had bdmr 1f'ffl1N11od1tkma at a Motml6. To SUde, in any way, that the 
Arlingtm Is. 'lumy ..,..,, b fibe ldverdsemcot. The website ii DCII jmt misleadin& - it's Ilic. 

I unre )'OU lbat l wW Dln'Cf mum kl Ibo ArlillglOD "Rm art ad Spa... I alao amn you that I 
will tell oibcn aboat my Illy. le wu die traaDcm 1hlt we n:cdved. as much as the accommomtiam, 
that was DOt 1D my ~ I W hoped 1o show my daughter a woadarfW hotel that was rich with 
lwtory. Such wu not lhe c::uc and It Yffl)' nearly ruined our weekend aip. 
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Applicant: 

P.O. Addr .. s: 

First Uae Anywhere: 
First Un in Commerce: 
Services 

-------------------

Hot Springs Advertising 
and Promotion Commission 

P.O. Box 6000 
Hot Springs National Park, AR 
71902 
May 15, 1987 
May 15, 1987 
Advenising and promotion of 
services and facilities of Hot Springs 
National Park in Class 35 
(U.S.Cl.101) 

Filing Correspondent:' Speed &. Rogers, P.A. 

0 ' 

1701 Centerview Dr., Suite 125 
Linle Rock, ArkllllSas 722 l l 
Phone (50 I) 2 i 9·2800 
Email speedlaw@speedlaw.com 

/ "" //I-IOT~ 
SPRINGS --

---./ 
/ 

NAflO\':\L n\RK 

ARKANSAS 

. . . 
Enclosure 4 

1111••• 
76308712 

0812ti01 

NPS nnoo1 



TRADEMARK APPLICATION SBRIAL NO. 76308712 

U.S. DBPAR.TMBNT OF COMMER.CE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK omCE 

FBE RECORD SHBIIT 

09/10/2001 GTHIIMS2 OOOOG17' 7r.JOl712 

01 fC1Jlil 

PT0-1555 
(5187) 

325,00 OP 

,,n:,~ nnnn? 



Speed & Rogers, P.A. 
t 701 Cenu:rwicw Ori~ SUil~ 125 

LilllcRod<,AR 72211-431! 
(l01jll~2IOO 

Vu{l01Jl19·2117'l 
WWW ..q,etdliw.C4ffl 

August 29, 2001 

Assistant Commissioner for Trademarks 
Box FEE 
2900 Crystal Drive 
Arlington, VA 22202-JS 13 

RE: Applicant: Hot Springs Advertising and Promotion Commission 

·•-v~ .. -· 

Mark: HOT SPRINGS NATIONAL PARK ARKANSAS [WlTil DESIGN! 

Sir: 

Enclosed are the following: 

I. Trademark application with declaration, power of attorney and drawing 
fur regislratlon of the above-referenced mark. 

2. Three specimens showing the mark. 

3. Check in theamow1t of$325 in payment of the filing fee. 

4. Retwn postcard. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

~u~v 
~. 
AtlOmey for Applicant 

GNS/gs 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICATION FOR TRADEMARK REGISTRATION 

MARK: HOT SPRINGS NATIONAL 
PARK ARKANSAS [W/DESIGNJ 

INTL. CLASSES: 35 (U.S. Cl. 101) 

TO THE COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS: 

APPLICANT: 

BUSINESS ADDRESS: 

CITIZENSHIP/STATE 
OF INCORPORATION: 

Hot Sprinp Adverli1ing & Promotion Commission 

134 Convention Blvd. 
P.O. Box 6000 
Hot Springs National Park, AR 71902 

A commission of the City of Hal Springs. Arkansas 
with its principal place of business in Hot Springs 
National Park, Arkansas 

Applicant requests registration of the above-identified trademark shown in the 

accompanying drawing in the United States Patent and Trademark Office on the Principal 

Register established by the Act of July S, 1946 ( 1 S U .S.C. § I OS I et seq, as amended) for the 

following services: 

Advertising and promotion of services and facilities of Hot Springs 
National Park in Class 35 (U.S. Cl. I 01) 

The mark was first used in coMection with the above-referenced services anywhere at 

least as early as May I 5, 1987 and in inter111ate commerce at least BS early BS May 15, 1987; and 

is now in use in such commerce with such services. 

NPi; 00004 



DECLARATION 

I, Steve Arrison, Executive Director of Applicant, being hereby warned that willful false 

statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonmenl, or both, under SecLion 

1001 of Tille 18 of the United States Code and that such willful statements may jeopardize the 

validity of the application or any registration resulting therefrom, declares that he is properly 

authorized to execute this application on behalf of the Applicant; he believes the Applicant to be 

the owner of the mark snught to be regist~red. nr, if the application is being filed under 15 U.S.C. 

IO 51 (b ), he believes Applicant to be entitled to use such mark in commerce; to the best of his 

knowledge and belief, no other person, firm, corporation or association has the right to use said 

mark in commerce, either in the identical form or in such near resemblance thereto as may be 

likely, when applied to the goods of such other person, to cause conft1sion, or to cause mistake, 

or to deceive; and that all statements made of his own knowledge arc true and all statements 

made on information and belief are believed to be true. 

POWER OJI ATI'ORNEY 

Applicant hereby appoint Gary N. Speed and Mark A. Rogers its attorneys to file this 

declaration with full power of substitution and revocation, and to transact all business in the 

United States Patent and Trademark Office in connection therewith and to receive the cenificate 

of registration and directs that all correspondence be forwarded to: 

TM Appltcation 2001-8-21.dOC 

Gary N. Speed 
Speed & Rogers, P.A. 
1701 Centerview Dr., Suite 125 
Little Rock, Arkansas 7221 I 
Phone (501) 219-2800 
Email speedlaw@speedlaw.com 

. ' . 08/21/01 

...n,u:, nnnnc 



Signed at Hot Springs National Park, Arkansas thisJl-day of August, 2001. 

APPLICANT: 

Hot Springs Advertising and Promotion 
Commission 

. ) . 08/21/01 

NPS 00006 



Applicant: 

P.O. Addr .... : 

Finl Use Anywhere: 
Finl Use in Commerce: 
Services 

Filing Correspondtnt:' 

Hot Springs Advertising 
and Promotion Commission 

P.O. Box 6000 
Hot Springs National Park, AR 
71902 
May 15, 1987 
May 15. 1987 
Advertising and promotion of 
services and facilities of Hot Springs 
National Park in Class 35 
(U.S. Cl. 101) 
Speed & Rogers. P.A. 
l 701 Centerview Dr .• Suite l 25 
Little Rock, Arka.nsas 72211 
Phone (501) 219-2800 
Email speedlaw@speedlaw.com 

ARKANSAS 

TM Application 200t.a·21 di:.¢ . ' . 

111•0 
76308712 

NPS 00007 



\. COl,NITTHS, 

COMMERCE, SCIENCE ANO 
TR.ANSPORTATION 

HOMELAND SECURITY ANO 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

SELECT COMMlmE ON ETHICS 

SMALL BUSINESS ANO 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Mr. Matt Eames 

tinitrd ~rotts £,rnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

January l 0, 2007 

Director of Congressional and Legislative Affairs 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Mail Stop 6242 
1849 C Street, Northwest 
Washington, District of Columbia 20240 

Dear Mr. Eames: 

(202) 224-2353 

500 P11u1oun Cu" rON AYENVf 
Surr-i; 401 

lrrru Roe.:, AR 72201 
(601) 324--6336 

To1 l fR&:C: (877125~9602 

hllp:l/pryor.sen, te.9011 

I write to you on behalf of my consti tuent, j•j-j•jifj-J-j•@H4, who has written me concerning the 
Depanment of the ]nterior's enforcement of concealed handgun restrictions within the Hot 
Springs National Park. Enclosed please find a copy ofj•j•i:jjfi'\'i:@M detailed concerns. 

I would appreciate any assistance you can provide in having the proper authorities at the 
Department of the Interior respond to l:i'i:iifi'\'\:@t/2 request . In addition, I would be grateful if you 
would provide me with the Department of the Interior's response on this matter. If you have any 
questions, or need any additional infonnation, please contact Kim Cooper at (202) 224-2353. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and I look forward to hearing from you in the near 
future. 

Sincerely, 

~~~,,n_ 
Mark Pryor 

P.S. Due to increased security precautions, mail delivery to the U.S. Senate may be 
unpredictably delayed. Such delays often hinder my ability to respond to concerned Arkansans 
as quickly as I would like. I appreciate your patience and apologize for any delay in my respoose. 

1vm~13~03s 31111n::i3x3 3Hl :JO 3Jl.:HO 

8C ;S Md 91 NVr L8DZ 

03Al303~ 
CfJOfJOO 



I.. 

Constituent 

Email: david@ontargelfr.com 

Would you please communicate with the Law Enforcement branch of the U.S. 
Department of the Interior to request them to relax the restrictions on the 
possession of concealed handguns by Arkansans who hold the Arkansas Concealed 
Handgun licenses (CHL) while traveling through 1hroughways within the 
jurisdiction of Hot Springs National Park. 

Occasionally, local residents and visitors to Hot Springs prefer to use Gulpha 
Gorge Rd. (U.S. Hwy. 70 B} to connect with Arkansas Hwy. 7 (Park Avenue) or 
U.S. Hwy 70 (East Grand Avenue) . Additionally, numerous residents and visitors 
alike use Blacksnake Rd. to travel between Whittington Ave. anot Mountain Pine 
RD. West of Hot Springs. Both public roadways are maintained by either Garland 
County or Stale of Arkansas Road/Highway Departments at the expense of those 
entities. I do not expect the National Park Rangers to open all of the roadways 
and tra~s to concealed handguns though. 

Where CHL holders are concerned: their licenses are not handed out arbitrarily. 

In order to qualify for a CHL the person must be a resident of the state for 
the previous 12 consecutive months and pass an FBI background check. He or she 
cannot have a history of mental illness or have a criminal record (including 
domestic violence). The local law enforcement authorities are queried, and are 
able t o state their objections to the applicant. Finally, if the applicant has 
a history of drug or alcohol abuse the application can be ,efusedl. 

Additionally, if the applicant is convicted of more than two OWi's in a three 
year period or consumes alcohol while in possession of a firearm, he or she can 
have their license revolked. 

As an Arkansas Certified Concealed Handgun License instructor, I am aware that 
the state has issued more than 65,000 CHL permils since 1995. The Arkansas 
State Police Concealed Handgun Division now receives about 70 applications per 
day for processing. 

Due to the fact that these CHL holders are required 10 receive legislatively 
mandated training, they are the least likely people in the state to 
indiscriminately use their handguns without provocation. Instructors vehemently 
caution students lo avoid the use of lethal force except in the most extreme 
circumstances. In facl, they are cautioned to be observant of the actions of 
others around them and to steer clear of problematic situations. 

In matters of the use of lethal force, FBI statistics indicate that out of 
about two million incidents where citizens lawfully draw their guns in self 
defense, the gun is only discharged about 2% of the time. 

Since Hot Springs National Park is one of only two National Paric.s located in 
urban settings. the fact that the swollen population density of the area should 

lnte<Trac Tracksheet 01 0111012007 



• 

be taken into account with regard to the application of Tille 36, Section 2.4-
Weapons. Traps and Nels, (a) (3) Traps, nets and unloaded weapons may be 
possessed within a temporary lodging or mechanical mode of conveyance when such 
implements are rendered temporarily inoperable or are packed, cased or stored 
in a manner that witl prevent their ready use. and . (b) Carrying or possessing 
a loaded weapon in a motor vehicle, vessel or other mode of transportation is 
prohibited. I am only asking that the Department of the Interior amend this 
section to allow an exception lo legitimate holders of a CHL to travel through 
the Park's jurisdiction while reroute to another destination outside of the 
park's jurisdiction. 

Hot Springs is a favorite destination of many Arkansans. II would be 
unfonunale if a visitor were to be arrested when they are carrying a firearm 
that is otherwise legal throughout the rest of the state. Even though 
ignorance of the law is no excuse, is it warranted to penalize someone to the 
extent of the arbitrary enforcement of a law that was adopted for the obvious 
protection of wildlife in a rural or wilderness setting? 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Respectfully yours, 

non responsive 
I 

lnletl rac Trc1eksheet 01 2 01/1012007 
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United States Department of tbe Interior 

OF1%CE OF 1lUi SECi.ErA.RY 
wae-.u111, D.C. 202.40 

FEB Q l 2007 

t())!P>V 

nonrespons1ve 3 5 5 3 s~ 

T'h8n6( you fot your interest it'I our ni;IAlation lhlrt m1na9u tt'te pouesai:on of W11c1pgns \#hen in • umt of~ 
N1tional Park sarvtce (NPS). Yowr lltw datscl Jlr'IIIII)' 10. i007, has ber.n fornrcsea to me for r:es,,ome. I 
ul"lder&1anl! you feel ira 1,nP<)flaftl fDr peraonal pn,tedion. HcwuYer, the NPS finds 1he curren: regulation. 38 
CFR 2.4, 1o ~e vwy effective for tt\eu prtma,y reaso.,s: 

o ltar• an ..r. .,..... While ,ome crwna dDM occur on NPS m~ lands, 11at11tic& t'how that 
,uch atM 18V9ts a,e far IOWet' than in oiler l!imilarty-titue1ed comm1.1nitiH, espoclslly wtlen COllSidering 
tM1 the National P•lt Syaiem ha -,,prmtrnllety 280 rnflo" vl$1\1 eadl year. 

o •ftW11 ta e&ny" taws do not red11ce crtme. rn r.:t. am'leCI Cfrizana ttlempling to uaiS1 rangers C18lle 
"110lmlil1 litvatians.. ola1I p&dng lie pri'IB.te eltwln Ol l9tlget's life in jeopardv. 

o Fl'"rma •"-t IMY M lnnapo,tN In• ¥.t\lcle tttrowiah.,,., patlt area. Tl'ley need lo be made 
iP\Opel'llble or stored In such I fflaMGf u ID p,...,.,,t 1tu11, reedy u... The ftrearms N!Qullllior, i& 
designed ID ,,.un, pldllc satety 1nd povide maximum poM,CtiOI\ o, wildlife rHOul'CH by limlting Vie 
opportunly fer unauthortzed u• of W111pon1. \#?Illa sr!II SRviding reasonable regulatory relief for 
s,el'SMS livriQ wttriin, nv11in; t,rough. or eondue1ing ad!vitiu ,en landa adjae@ftt ,o part area.. 

o •ttighl ta cu,,• ,...,. do not proe.ct vllltcn fram wlldllfe.. MOIII WHpanS ~rfltd for protection from 
wlldfh are not ~te torttiat purpoae. U"t,ainecf fndlvidualll ettefnllCing lo prutBct thll'nSelYea from 
dlngtreu. •nini• often e~rt>ete the silu141Cn. 

Therefor~. t71t NPS dDll!G nae ,upport any Chen~ iri the curTent ,wgulltion (38 CFR 2. 4) which prohibite 
po5Mlling, Clln"ying, or uSing • ..veapon in vil'tUllll._ an unb rYf the NPS. If YoU "8lla further quedons in rvgard 
40 Chil it.lU9, please contact Jeny Cne, Chief Reg1118tlonc and Special Patk Uses, 
tt 202-20fM206. 

Slnoerely. 

~--·~'\.M.~-·~---
Kantn Taylor-Goodnc 
Aatocmte Dnctor, Visitor ar,c:S Resouree Protacnon 

c:e: Hol"tOrabl• Martt Pryor 
~7 DirkHtl Senate Offlw Suild1ng . 
Was~in~n. OC 20510 



StNi 'ORS: 

Non COLEMAN', CO-CHAIR 

MAR PRVOA, Co-CHAIM 

HILl ft¥ ~ODHAM CLiNTQ:O,. 

Jor - ENSIGN 
M'lC1 CL B. ENll 

KAY f AII.E"Y HVTC>IISON 

JAMI , M. INHOFE 

Jt:H;, H L LIE:8ERMAN 

e1Ll "El.SON 

BA, , CK OBAMA 

Kl:N ,At.A?A" 

CR.t, c THOM""-S 

The Honorable Gale A. l'il'orton 
The Secretary of Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240-0001 

8~ 4 
Nnrm Cl!.nl.emau 

:tallark Jrynr 
llttitrb 8tntrs .&rnntnrs 

October 24, 2005 

Dear Madam Secretary and Mr. Hughes: 

,, 
J 

.. , 
\( 

REf"A.E8EMTATIV£S; 

E"4ANU£L CLEAVER 

JO,J\';"~"S 
LtNf-~ AVIS, CO-CHAIR 
Muo; l.l" 
J() ANN EMEPSON 

~'.:?n .!:l.'XJv 
RA.¥ LAHOOb 

ROOE.11:l: T1" 
TOM Of!tiNE. Co•CHAIR 

B•RT\11.T AT 
ZACH WAMP 

On behalf of the Congressional Committee, we have the plea.rure of inviting )OU to.join us for 
the 54th National Pra}'!r Breakfast on Thursday, February 2, 2006, at the Hilton Washington in 
Washington, D.C 

Annually, Members of Congress, the President and other national leaders have gathered to 
rt'affom our trust in God and recognize the reconciling po~-er of prayer. Friends and ie.iders from 
throughout the United States and more than 160 countries come in the spirit of friendship to set 
aside their differences, seeking to build and strengthen relationships through our love for God and 
coru::ern for one another. Although we face tremendous challenges each day, our hearts can be 
strengthened both individually and collectively, as we seek God's wisdom and guidance together. 

Your prompt response is essential and greatly appreciated. Please refer to the enclosed RSVP 
card for deadline information. We sincerely hope )OU will be able to participate in this special time. 

NPB4 

Sincerely, 

l'il'orm Coleman 

PHONE (703) 237-3630 FAX (703) 237~ 1607 
E·MAIL; NPSCO@NPBCO.ORG 
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MARl(PRVOR 

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

SMALL BUSINESS ANO 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Mr. David Bernhardt 

tlnittd ~tatt.s ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20610 

November 21) 2003 

Director of Congressional and Legislative Affai.Js 
United States Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Mailstop 6242 
Washington, D.C. 20240-0001 

Dear Mr. Bernhardt: 

211 Ruulu S11u,T1 Oma. boMG 
w-.~ « ZOS1'1 

12071 2 2~235:1 

TteR"l~~T 
liDD CUHtCN A\1!NIA 

Sum.&01 
IJnu ROO<. All 72201-1746 

(IOll 324-Q36 
TOI.~ P11u: 11177129-9802 

lmp~/lprfQ<,1-L(IO" 

I am forwaroing a letter to you from ·my constituent, ~ has 
expressed a concern about Undersecretary J. Steven ~te it ir'you 
would respond to her directly to address her questfons. 

Thank you in advance for your help with this matter. I appreciate your assistance. 

MLP/mjd 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

~'-~ry.n-
Marlc Pryor 

lVIHVI -;;~'.lJS 1Al1AJ3X3 
3Hl .:lo 33f.:J.:10 

+is :1 ~d c- 330 co 099L~9 
03Al383t1 



Holyfleld, Greg (Pryor) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

September 14, 2003 

Sen. Ma.rk Pryor 
Washington, DC 

Dear Sen. Pryor, 

M 

The following is a copy of. a letter s'ent to the .indicated recipient (s) on 9/U/2003: 

Gale Norton 

We demand that you fire un.dereecretaxy J Steven Griles. He is still receiving payments 
of $284 ,000 a year from his f ormer lobbying firm while working for the government. Be has 
violated his written promises to stop lobbying on their behalf. ,No one in the government 
should be allowed to personally profit from the plunder of our public lands and the 
weakening of e.:avironm.ental health standard•. · 

Sincerely , 

l 



United States Department of the Interior 

. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

DEC 1 5 2003 

non responsive 

DearMs.ffl··t:f 

I am in receipt of your email to Senator Mark Pryor dated September 14, 2003, 
concerning Deputy Secretary J. Steven Griles. The Senator has asked me to reply 
directly to you. 

The infonnation regarding the structure of the payments to Mr. Griles from his former 
lobbying finn was provided to the Senate and considered during its process to confinn 
Mr.Griles as Deputy Secretary. This information was also considered by the Office of 
Government Ethics in reviewing Mr. Griles's financial disclosure report prior to 
confirmation. 

Copy to Senator Mark Pryor 

....._..a.a~v;, ff-:'ffl~r'l.ro ~ 
Director, Office of Congressional and 
Legislative Affairs and Counselor to 
the Secretary 



United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

The Honorable Mark Pryor 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Pryor: 

OCT 2 1 2009 

TAKE PRIDE 
IN AMERICA 

Thank you for your letter dated September 18, 2009, to Secretary Ken Salazar expressing your 
strong support for the 2010- 2015 Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Draft Proposed Program 
(DPP). Secretary Salazar asked me to respond. A similar letter is being sent to each signer of 
your I etter. 

The comment period on the DPP closed on September 21, 2009. The Minerals Management 
Service (MMS) received over 530,000 comments on the DPP. The MMS will summarize and 
analyze those comments as quickly as possible in order to move expeditiously to the next steps in 
the process, which include scoping of the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and 
publication of the Proposed Program and draft EIS. Your comments will be considered carefully 
in that endeavor. 

On July 28, 2009, the U.S. Court of Appeals clarified that its ruling on the 2007- 2012 Program 
delays only those sales in the Chukchi, Beaufort, and Bering Seas. However, it will be necessary 
to re-balance all sales in the 2007- 2012 plan once the revised environmental sensitivity analysis 
is complete. 

Thank you for your interest in the OCS program. Secretary Salazar and I look forward to working 
with you to move forward in developing a comprehensive Federal offshore energy plan for the 
benefit of the Nation. If you have any questions you may contact me or Ms. S. Elizabeth Birnbaum, 
Director, MMS, at (202) 208-3500. 

Sincerely, 

c~\~w~ F-:r~ 
~ Wilma A. Lewis 

Assistant Secretary 
Land and Minerals Management 



The Honorable Ken Salazar 
Secretary 
Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

linitcd eStotcs eScnatc 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

September 18, 2009 

We are writing to convey our strong support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Oil 
and Gas Leasing Program (OPP) proposed by the U.S. Minerals Management Service (MMS). By opening up 
new offshore areas for natural gas and oil leasing and development and also allowing for the development of 
renewable energy as proposed in the OPP, the Department of the Interior can provide the United States with an 
opportunity to responsibly produce our own energy. This development will bolster our nation' s economy, create 
new jobs and decrease our dependence on foreign sources of energy. 

It is more important than ever that the federal government allow for development of domestic offshore 
energy suppliei made available in the OPP. By offering new leasing opportunities, the OPP is appropriately 
expansive and provides the Department with maximum flexibility to properly utilize our nation's domestic 
resour1.:es. 

Now is the appropriate time to promote long-term policies that responsibly encourage job creation while 
growing the economy. Important offshore areas, like those in Alaska, offer tremendous natural gas and oil 
resources. By some estimates, the Chukchi Sea alone off Alaska's coast contains as much natural gas and oi I as 
the country has produced in the Gulf of Mexico since 1942. 

Additionally, we urge MMS to move forward with the 2007-2012 Leasing Program while working to 
approve and finalize the new OPP. Implementing a sensible, forward-thinking ener1:,ry policy will allow for 
responsible leasing and development of America's energy resources and will help industries and businesses here 
at home that rely heavily on natural gas and crude oil. It will also further our national security and energy 
security interests and. at course. spur jobs and economic growth as we open new areas to ieasing and 
development. 

In conclusion, we are pleased to see that the MMS has included new leasing areas in the OPP and has 
acknowledged the need for the United States to begin responsibly developing the abundant energy resources 
located off our coasts. We believe that the OPP is an important step in creating a robust, diverse, national energy 
policy which will help secure our energy future. We urge you to move forward on the OPP as you work to 
finalize a new five-year OCS plan. Thank you for your attention to this important matter. Please do not hesitate 
to contact us if we can be of assistance to you. 

Sincerely, 



The Honorable Ken Salazar 

September 18, 2009 

Page Two 



The Honorable Ken Salazar 

:September 18, 2009 

Page Three 

·.· _/,,,. 
I I • • 

r ,/!. ._ .. ·; L .. 
...... ,l ~ ,: . ~. I I > I 

• • • • ! • ~ • ~ • ~ • • 

- • • ./,... ~ . . ' ! . --~- t ---:· _.,,.. . 



ilnitcd ~tatcs ~cnatc 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

November 30, 2012 

Lena McDowell 
Associate Director for Business Services 
National Park Service 
1849 "C" Street, NW 
Room 2276 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. McDowell: 

We are writing to you today about the implementation of risk management strategies in National 
Parks, specifically with regard to the contract under consideration for canoe rental operations at 
Buffalo National River in Arkansas. Ms. Jo Pendry graciously agreed to meet with us recently 
about several contracting issues which we think undermine visitor services in National Parks, 
including high liability insurance requirements. 

Among our concerns in the Buffalo River contract are the Operating Plan, Exhibit B, and the 
manner in which the National Park Service arrives at solutions for risk management issues in 
general. The language in Contract Exhibit B, Operating Plan paragraph 2N( 4) prohibits put-in 
activity by concessioners when river levels are detennined to be "High", which represent swift 
water or Class II conditions on the Buffalo National River, unless: 

• "The concessioner can verify that their client, and all members of the clients party, have 
canoeing experience on swift moving rivers; 

• They possess good river canoeing skills, and; 
• They are familiar with rescue procedures." 

In response to an inquiry by concessioners on May 29, 2012, the Service wrote that this 
verification could be obtained by use of a "self-certification form". I think you will agree that 
"selt~certification" is quite different legally and in practice than requiring the concessioner to 
"verify" or attest to the paddling skills of their clients. Therefore, a contradiction with confusing, 
potentially serious legal consequences may be created if the language in ( 4) remains as written. 
Is NPS going to allow concessioners to develop tl1is document and self-certification language, 
which may not adequately fulfill the legal verification requirements outlined in (4) of the 
Operating Plan as it is currently written? 

Providing appropriate warning and orientation to visitors at various water levels is an appropriate 
risk management consideration at Buffalo National River. However, if this risk management 
concern is appropriate for the visitors of concessioners then it would appear that the Service is 
obligated to apply the same concem and policy to the safety of those who rent boats outside the 
purview ofNPS regulations and those who borrow or bring their own boats to the Buffalo River 
during similar water levels. If the river is only closed to the customers of concessioners, would 
that not encoUl'age visitors to rent canoes or craft elsewhere without proper safety orientation or 
insurance coverage? We want to emphasize that we are not advocating procedUl'es that 



complicate reasonable public access, increase the Service's or visitors' costs, or require the 
Service to raise fees for access to Buffalo National River. We are simply pointing out the 
incongruity in the Service's policy and its potential for unintended consequences which may 
increase risks to Park visitors. 

This leads us to the process for arriving at these risk management solutions for concessioners in 
National Parks and at Buffalo River. While the operating plan is the appropriate place to address 
this specific issue, that plan and risk management strategies in general should be developed in 
collaboration with concessioners so that contradictory direction, which is inconsistent with the 
legal obligations of the contract and operating plan, are not created as may have occurred in this 
instance. 

We ask that Exhibit B (4) and the verification process it refers to be revised before requiring 
concessioners to sign contracts which obligate them to abide by this provision. As an alternative, 
the contract may, for example, obligate concessioners to work in collaboration with NPS to 
develop appropriate risk management strategies when "High" water conditions are present. 

The fact that we are writing to you on issues of such detail is indicative of a failure of the current 
concessions contracting process, which does not provide an avenue through which concessioners 
may effectively address legitimate issues. We suspect that operating plans may be developed 
with a higher level of collaboration in some Parks than occurred in this instance. However, we 
also know this issue continues to be a concern for several of the Buffalo River applicants 
especially if the language is not adjusted. 

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns about this issue. We very much appreciate 
and support your desire to get this contract issued in a timely fashion so that Buffalo River 
concessioners can begin preparing for the 2013 season. We look forward to receiving your 
response as soon as possible. 

Sincerely, 

~~ ~'"'~ enator Mark Pryor I 
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The Honorable Thomas L. Strickland 
Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Secretary Strickland, 

255 l11RKSFN SFNATI: Qr-~ICE Bull.DING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 
(202) 224-2353 

500 PRESIDENT CLINTON AVENUE 
SUITE 1101 

LITTLE ROCK, AR 72201 
1501) 324-6336 

TOLL FREE: 1877) 259-9602 

httpJ/pryor .senate.gov 

Per our conversation yesterday. l write to you to express concern over the Department of 
Interior's policy on commercial filming on Department of Interior properties, especially on 
National Park Service (NPS) properties. !vly particular concern is in regard to the Public 
Broadcasting System (PBS) Arkansas Affiliate, AETN. 

Producer Chuck Dovish has a weekly TV series called, "Exploring Arkansas with Chuck 
Dovish'' that airs on AETN. He has highlighted state and national parks and other outdoor 
adventure spots in Arkansas for 30 years. The last five years he has been a producer for AETN 
so every show he produces is seen statewide by thousands of our viewers. 

He recently planned a film shoot at the lower portion of the Buffalo River to do a segment on the 
Native American Rock House. The 10,000 year old site once inhabited by Native Americans is a 
lesser known spot lo visit in Arkansas. His segment would have educated Arkansans about a 
unique part of' our history and cnlture, raised awareness of the Buffalo National River, and 
promoted tourism to the NI'S facilities. 

Unfortunately, he and his crew were told they were required to fill out permit papers and pay 
certain "cost recovery" foes that they were not accustomed to paying. According to AETN, these 
fees are nor reasonable and are cost prohibitive. 

Recent laws, including P.L. 106-67, were enacted in efforts to recover costs incurred as a result 
of fi1111ing activities taking place on park properties. These laws were primarily designed to 
recoup costs from the filming of high-grossing motion pictures like "Dances with Wolves.'' 
However, AETN' s products are educational in nature and are composed for non-profit purpose. 
In addition, they do not have the resources that large production companies may have. Their 
programs educate the public, raise awareness of park facilities, and drive visitors to parks. 

Existing laws, regulations, and NPS reference 111anuals grant authority and discretion to set 
reasonable fees and make waivers in certain instances where the NPS may see significant 
benefits from the production of certain public awareness programming that is consistent with the 
mission of the NPS. 



Due to the public interest nature of AETN's programming, I encourage Secretary Salazar or the 
NPS Director to notify Arkansas NPS superinlendents in writing that AETN should be treated 
differently under commercial filming regulations in accordance to Reference Manual 53 
Appendix 13-3 "Other Media Coverage," and should have all Cost Recovery fees eliminated or 
significantly reduced. 

I appreciate your consideration of this request. J look forward to working with you to clarify the 
intent of existing laws and regulations regulating filming on NPS properties to preserve 
unimpaired the natural and cultural resources and values of the national park system for the 
enjoyment, education, and inspiration of this and future generations. We hope the Park Service 
will cooperate with partners like PBS and its affiliates to extend the benefits of natural and 
cultural resource conservation and outdoor recreation throughout this country and the world. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to follow up with my Legislative Assistant, Andrew 
Grobmyer, at (202) 224-2353. Additionally, Carole Adornetto, Director of Production for AETN, 
would be happy Lo answer any of your questions. She can be reached at (501) 682-4124. 

Sincerely, 

f'J\~~1~ 
Mark Pryor 
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Dear Ken: 
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I am pleased to write in support ofthe City of McGehee, Arkansas', grant application 
which has been submitted to the National Park Service. I understand the proceeds will be 
used to renovate the Railroad Depot in McGehee which will be used as a museum and 
house the Japanese American Confinement Site display. 

As you may know, Desha and Ashley County in Arkansas had the only Japanese 
American Confinement sites east of Wyoming. This museum will be of great benefit to 
the people of southeast Arkansas and, also, recognize and pay tribute to those interned in 
these camps. 

This is an important project that is certainly worthy of funding. It is my hope that the 
United States Department of Interior will give positive consideration of the City of 
McGehee's application. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

MLP/sj 

Sincerely, 

~L'J?~~ 
Mark Pryor 
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Qtnugr.es.s of Up! 3ltnit.eil i}fuf.es 
1'f n.sl:Ji11gto11, iel! 20515 

The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

Dear Secretary Viisack and Chief Tidwell: 

June 18, 2010 

Chief Tom Tidwell 
U.S. Forest Service 
1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

p.2 

We are writing in reference to the recent flash flooding at the Albert Pike campground in 
southwest Arkansas that claimed the lives of20 people. First, we would like to thank you for your 
agency's efforts in recent days to assist the many families in ArkBnsas that were impacted by the tragic 
flash flood. Your presence at the campground Saturday meant a great deal to Arkansas. We commend 
you and your staff for your response efforts and your ability to coordinate with state and local officials in 
their attempts to rescue and recover victims. 

We hope that g<,ing forward we can continue such a coordinated effort to cleanup, rebuild, and 
reopen this majestic campground. In doing so, we would like for you to work with the United States 
Geological Survey, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and state and local officials to 
determine how to improve emergency warning systems for campground visitors at Albert Pike. We know 
the rugged terrain and remote location of Albert Pike, conditions that exist at a number of campgrounds 
located in our country's National Forests, pose cumbersome barriers to effective communication "'ith the 
outside world. Innovative solutions will be needed to meet the challenges the terrain presents so we can 
help ensure the safety of the visitors in the area. We also ask that you work with us to find a way to 
properly memorialize those lives that were lost in this tragic flood. 

We are deeply saddened by the loss of life, and we believe we must consider additional measures 
going forward in an effort to prevent a similar event in the future. We look forward to working with you 
to enhance campground safety and emergency woming systems so that we may make this very popular 
campgroWld better than ever. 

Thank you for your attention to this letter. 

Sincerely, 

&11,I .. · ,,..,4 ~~ ~/cW-

u.s. Representative Mike Ross 

cc; The Honorable Marcia McNutt, Director, United States Geological Survey 
The Honorable Jane Lubchenco, Administrator, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
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The Honorable Ken Salazar 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Streel. N.W. 
Washington. DC 20240 

Dear Secretary Salazar, 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 8, 2011 
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As you know, r:very penny 1he government spends is being scrutinized for potential 
savings as we seek to reduce our bloated budget and budget deficit. We can begin by 
eliminating inefficient. duplicative or outdated programs. 

In a repon released 1851 week, the Government Accountability Office provided Congress 
with 81 areas of potential savings as a result of duplicative programs. As a member of 
the Senate Appropriations Committee and Senate Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs Committee, I um prepared lo tum many of lhcir findings into cost-savings. 

I would appreciate hewing from you whether you agree with the repon 's findings 
concerning the Depanmcnt of Interior and the actions your agency has or plans to take in 
the shon- and long-term as a result of the repon lo achi~ cost-savings. If you arc aware 
of duplicative or unnecessary programs within your agency that the GAO did not cite, 
please include 11 plan of action lo eliminlle those prog,arns as well. 

For your reference, the repon, Oppo11uniJies ta Red11ce Potential Duplication;,, 
Government Programs, Save Tea DoUors and Enhance Revenue, addr~'CI the following 
regarding the Department: 

• fragmented federal efTons to meet water needs in the U.S.-Mexico border region 
have resulted in an administrative burden, redundant activities, and an overall 
inefficient use of resources. 

• Enterprise Architectures: Key mechanisms for identifying potential overlap and 
duplication. 

• Consolid:iting Federal data centers provides opponunity to improve government 
efficiency. 

• Strategic oversight mechanisms could help integrate fragmented interagcncy 
cfTons to defend against biological threats. 



• Further Sleps needed to improve cosi-clfectiveness and enhance services for 
transportation-disadvantaged persons. 

• Ensuring the Federal government receives fair market value for its oil and p 
resources could enhance Federal revenues 

• Agencies could realize cost savings by disposal of unneeded l'cdcral real 
propeny. 

I would appreciate a response no later than March 21, 2011. lfyou have any questions, 
please conlact Andrew Grobmyer at 202-224-2353. 

Sincerely, 

tl\'hON.-~dfl-
Mark Pryor 

"-, ""!HIDZ .. "'"' t..,,.. 
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June 26. 2013 

Secretary, U.S. Department of the 'or 
1849 C Street. NW 
Washington, DC 20240~0001 

Dear Secretary Jewell: 
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We write in regmd to the National lucways System and the designation of the White~r ~the 
White River Watershed as the naf 's second National Blueway. As part of the~ Gliiit :::0 
Outdoors initiative, we understand the National Blueways System is intended to ~er~ ~ 
communities. As the Departmeoto Interior stated in announcing the designation of~Whitdivem 
Blueway, this designatiQn "does not establish a now protective status or regulation, bu(i}iier i~teri@i 
to recognize and support existing and regional conservation, recreation, and re~ efftkts.'f"Tl 

'.".'11~ ~ ~ 
However, JCCcntly many of our · have raised questions and concerns~~ the ~onal 
Blueways System and 1he des· · n of the White River and its watershed as a Nati~ Bl~. They· 
have informed us that they do not f1 l that they have been provided with the necessary information 
regarding the designation. or a fair ity to be involved in the process. Specifically, many of our 
constituents have ex.pressed con s about the impact of the Blue.ways designation on regulatory actions 
and private property rights. 

Given that your program seeks to e power local communities, effective outreach from your agency and 
collaboration with local communiti is essential. Unfortunately, based on the feedback we have received 
from our constituents, we do not ieve that the Department of Interior has worked effectively to date 
with residents of the White River atershed. 

We respectfully request that you p vide our offi~ with information regarding the steps your agency 
will take to improve the availalrili of information and communication regarding the National Blueways 
System and the designation of the it.e River Blueway. 

Finally, we request that you IR'OlllPUY respond to the following questions, which have been raised by our 
constituents: 

1) t's interpretation of what statutes authorize the National Blueways 

2) Please provide the factors at were used to determine whether a "committed, diverse, stakeholder 
partnership or association" xisted and the process used to make this determination. 



3) What is the Department's vi ion for the White River and its watershed if the designation 
continues? 

4) by or associated with this designation? Is there potential for . 
savings? 

5) Is there a process through w ich a State, non-federal entity, or individual may request to opt out 

of the Blueway designation. What would be the effect of this action, jf it were to occur? 

6) Will the Blueways designati 
Blueways Nomination from 

7) 

result in the implementation of recommendations from the 
26 organizations? 

have any effect on dams within the region? 

We will be closely monitoring devel pmcnts in this important matter. Thank you, in advance, for your 
time and attention. 

Sincerely, 



a!ungr:ess nf tlf r lltttitt~ ~bdts 
lnntdJiugtnn. DO! 20515 

The Honorable Sally Jewell 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, Northwest 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Secretary Jewell, 

April 15, 2013 

We write in regard to Fiscal Year (FY) 2011 funding for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) National Fish Hatchery Operations. We strongly support our nation's mitigation fish 
hatcheries and request that they be fully funded for FY 2013. 

The U.S. FWS National Fish Hatchery Operations account has historically supported two 
mitigation hatcheries in Arkansas-Greers Ferry and Norfork. According to the U.S. FWS, 
these two hatcheries received approximately $1.5 million in federal funding in FY 2012 and 
were responsible for a total local economic impact of approximately $166 million. Further, these 
hatcheries support an estimated 2,000 jobs in rural Arkansas and generate approximately $5.8 
million in federal tax revenues. We believe that a program costing lhe federal government an 
estimated $1.5 million annually and resulting in an estimated $166 million in economic output 
annually should serve as a model for other federal programs. 

Public Law 113-6 requires the Department of Interior and many other Federal agencies to submit 
a spending, expenditure, or operating plan for FY 2013. Wilhin those plans, we request that the 
U.S. FWS ensure that there is sufficient funding to provide for the continued operation of the 
mitigation fish hatcheries. 

Congress addressed mitigation fish hatchery funding in FY 2012 through H.Rept.112-331, which 
accompanies P.L. 112-74. This report states that "future budget requests must ensure that 
Federal partners have committed to make sufficient funding available to reimburse the Service 
before the Service proposes to eliminate funding for mitigation hatcheries so that operations at 
these hatcheries are not disrupted." We request that the FY 2013 spending, expenditure, and 
operating plan reflect the intent of Congress on this issue. 



Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. We look forward to your response. Please 
do not hesitate to contact us if we can provide additional information. 

{'.\~ ~6S7--
Senator Mark Pryor tor John Boo~~ 

Congressman Rick Crawford 



United States Department of the Interior 

The Honorable Mark Pryor 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Pryor: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Washington, D.C 20240 

MAY - 2 2013 

Thank you for your letter of April 15, 2013, to Interior Secretary Jewell, co-signed by Senator John 
Boozman and Congressman Rick Crawford, expressing concerns with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service's (Service) Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 budget and operating plan and its impact on the future 
operations of Greers Ferry and Norfork National Fish Hatcheries in Arkansas. Secretary Jewell 
requested that the Service respond directly to you. 

The Service shares your views about the economic and recreational benefits provided by the 
production of fish at these mitigation hatcheries. In the past decade. the Service intensified efforts 
to obtain reimbursement for mitigation fish production so the National Fish Hatchery System base 
funds could be redirected to recovery and restoration of native species and their habitats. The 
President's FY20 I 2 budget proposed that mitigation fish hatcheries be funded by the Federal 
agencies that operate the projects for which the mitigation is occurring. This type of user-pay 
approach would allow federal water development agencies to mitigate for the adverse effects of 
their projects. The President's FY2013 and FY20 I 4 budgets propose the same user-pay approach. 

In the FY2013 continuing resolution, funds have been provided for the Army Corps of 
Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation to reimburse the Service for these costs. The 
Service has signed an agreement with the Tennessee Valley Authority to obtain 
reimbursement as well. We're pleased to respond that mitigation fish production at the 
Arkansas hatcheries is funded through the combination of reimbursement funding and the 
Service's FY2013 operating plan. 

The Service supports production of fish for these important recreational fisheries. However, the 
Service believes responsible agencies should reimburse for the cost of these fish. In these tight 
budget times, the Service is funding the highest aquatic species conservation priorities. 

If you have any questions please contact me directly or have your staff contact 
Mr. Jeffrey Underwood, the Service's Acting Assistant Director for Fish and Aquatic Conservation 
at (202) 208-5317. 

DIRECTOR 
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The Honorable Ken Salazar 
Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington DC 20240 

Dear Secretary Salazar, 

August 3, 2012 

. ·.·, 
--: ,t 

., .. 4 ~ · · 

l write to you today lo recommend M to serve o.n the nationaVWild 
Horse and Burro Advisory Board (Advisory Board). Enclosed is a copy of M ~ 

nomination letter and resume. J~ 
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is uniquely qualified to serve on the Advisory Board. He spent over ~irtyN 
years with the United States Department of Agriculture. With the USDA, he was responsible for 

working daily with farmers and ranchers on a range of issues, including loans, land management., 

for the United State Department of lnterior 

Outside of his professional work as extensive experience that would be 

be~eficial to his service on the A~ard. Serving as a volunteer for ten y_ears wit~ BLM's 
Wdd Horse and Burro Program- as conducted mustang demonstrations, assisted 
witl1 adoptions, and completed compliance reviews. He bas also taught numerous classes at 

North Arkansas College covering areas such as horse production, farm management, and pasture 
management. 

W.ith breadth and depth of experience, I believe he would add an impt,riam 
perspective to the work of the Advisory Board, and l ain happy to recommend him. Ifl may 

provide any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you for your time 
and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Pryor 

Enclosures (2) 

Cc: Sharon Kipping. Wild Horse and Burro Program. Bureau of Land Management 
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Ms. Sharon Kipping 
Wild Horse and Burro Program 

t>epartment of Interior/BLM 

1849 C Street. N.W. Room 2134 LM, W0-260 
Washington, D.C. 202040 

Dear Ms. Kipping, 

Please accept this as a nomination letter for the Wild Horse and 

Burro Adviscry Board. 

Name: 

Address: 

Email: 
Phone : 

Enclosed is my educational background, relevant biographical 

information • ...eferences and endorsements. 

There ore twc categories I am highly quolif ied to fill: Public 

interest (with special knowledge of wild horses and burros) and 

Livestock Management . 

. I believe I am unique qualified to serve on the Bureau of Land 

Managenumt's Wild Horse and Burro National Advisory Board. 



, . . . 

The corrtroversial issues involved requires someone who has 

experience in working with groups and individuals with polar opposite 

opinions and finding the middle ground. 

My over 30 yea.rs of working with formers and ranchers, providing 
loans, '1\GI\GgCment support and supervision also enables me to 
understand tM issues involved with land management, stocking 

rate, managing a large livestock population and expja·ining the "whyu 
of policies and procedures to diverse special interest groups. 

Being a volunteer for the BLM's Wild Horse and Burro Program hos 
given me detailed knowledge about the adoption process. I h~ 
successfully adopted mustangs and demonstrated them ot adoptions 



I '. • • . . 

and other VfflJa. I fully Lllderstand the problems facing 8LM and 

the mustangs. I ho.ve completed compliance reviews,, hond1ed 
problem cases and represented BLM at events. I have trained and 
owned horses for a lifetime and have worked with or have had 

contact with the groups concerned with the welfare of horses. My 

knowledge, ska11s and experiences will enable me to work with these 

groups in a positive mamer. 

Thank you for yo&r consideration. 



RESUME 

Work History: 

Supervisor: 



Supervisor: 

Supervisor: 



Other Activities: 

., 



> • • 

EducQtional boelcgrowld: 

8S Degree in Agriculture-Business/ Animal Science 1980 

Numerous (over 30 years) job related courses in management, 
personnel, appraisals, performance reviews, government 
regulQtions, policies cind procedures. 

Educational experience of operating a livestock operation 

(horse and cattle) for over 30 years. 



United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

The Honorable Mark Pryor 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Pryor: 

http://www.blm.gov 

AUG 2 3 2012 

Thank you for your August 3., 2012, letter regarding the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
Wild Horse and Burro Advisory Board (Board). f appreciate your support for appointing 

to the Board. His nomination, along with others for this Board,. is proceeding 
through the selection process. 

The Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act established this Board of citizens who represent 
various interests, including wild horse and burro advocacy groups, research institutions, 
veterinarians, natural resource organizations, humane advocacy groups, wildlife associations, 
livestock organizations, and members of the public with a special knowledge of equine behavior. 
The Board is solely advisory, and the BLM greatly values the contributions of its members. 

Thank you for your interest in the Wild Horse and Burro Advisory Board. 

Acting Director 
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The Honorable Ken Salazar 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Secretary Salazar, 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 8, 2011 
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As you know, every penny the government spends is being scrutinized for potential 
savings as we seek to reduce our bloated budget and budget deficit. We can begin by 
eliminating inefficient, duplicative or outdated programs. 

[n a report released last week, the Government Accountability Office provided Congress 
with 81 areas of potential savings as a result of duplicative programs. As a member of 
the Senate Appropriations Committee and Senate Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs Committee, I am prepared to tum many of their findings into cost-savings. 

1 would appreciate hearing from you whether you agree with the report's findings 
concerning the Department of Interior and the actions your agency has or plans to take in 
the short- and long-term as a result of the report to achieve cost-savings. If you are aware 
of duplicative or unnecessary programs within your agency that the GAO did not cite, 
please inciude a plan of action to eliminate those programs as well. 

For your reference, the report, Opportunities to Reduce Potential Duplication in 
GovemmenJ Programs, Save Tax Dollars and Enhance Revenue, addressed the following 
regarding the Department: 

• Fragmented federal efforts to meet water needs in the U.S.-Mexico border region 
have resulted in an administrative burden, redundant activities, and an overall 
inefficient use of resources. 

• Enterprise Architectures: Key mechanisms for identifying potential overlap and 
duplication. 

• Consolidating Federal data centers provides opportunity to improve government 
efficiency. 

• Strategic oversight mechanisms could help integrate fragmented interagency 
efforts to defend against biological threats. 



• Further steps needed to improve cost-effectiveness and enhance services for 
transportation-disadvantaged persons. 

• Ensuring the Federal government receives fair market value for its oil and gas 
resources could enhance Federal revenues 

• Agencies could realize cost savings by disposal of unneeded Federal real 
property. 

[ would appreciate a response no later than March 21, 2011. If you have any questions, 
please contact Andrew Grobmyer at 202-224-2353. 

Sincerely, 

f'I\IMUL- ~c,P-
Mark Pryor 

j;\~lf-J~ 
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The Honorable Mark Pryor 
l Jnitcd States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Pryor: 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

MAY 2 7 2011 

This responds to your March 8, 20 l l. letter regarding the Government Accountability Office (GAO) 
report Opporlunities to Reduce Potenlial Duplication in Government Programs. Sai•e Tax Dollars and 
fa1hance Revenue. I regret we were not able to meet your request tO respond by March 21. We did not 
receive your request until March 23. 

l share your interest in reducing the costs of government and identifying areas of savings. The 
Department of the Interior continues to be aggressive in identifying improvement and efficiencies to 
make programs work better and redirecting funding to mission critical needs. 

I have reviewed the GAO report and can share the following responses relative to your speci tic 
questions: 

L Federal Efforts to Meet Water Needs in the Border Region: 1 agree that we can improve the 
coordination of efforts among Federal programs that deliver water and wastewater systems to 
rural areas. The GAO's recommendation to improve the targeting of resources in the border 
region is to conduct a comprehensive needs assessment. lt is important to understand that the 
programs and projects fonded by the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) are specifically 
authorized by Congress and existing authority does not allow the completion of a comprehensive 
needs assessment of rural water in the border region. Reclamation does have authority to 
provide limited cost-shared assistance to communities through competitive fonding opportunities 
under its Rural Water, WaterSMART Basin Studies, and Title XVI Water Recycling and Reuse 
programs. It is a significant benefit to all agencies - Federal. state, and local ···· that our 
Fiscal Year 2012 budget for the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) includes $10. 9 million to 
commence comprehensive water supply and demand inventories that will provide baseline 
information needed by public and private water managers to work toward sustainable water 
supplies. This would begin an effort to estimate freshwater supplies, how they are distributed, 
and how they are changing over time. The lJSGS has targeted the Colorado River Basin, an area 
encompassing significant border regions, as one of the three basins where this assessment will be 
conducted with FY 2012 funding. An assessment of the availability and use of water resources 
in the United States was last completed over 30 years ago in 1978. We are hopeful that Congress 
will support this program that will go a long way toward helping to prioritize rural water needs. 

2. Enterprise Architecture: Just as GAO recommends, the Department is using its award-winning 
enterprise architecture to guide the modernization of infonnation technology infrastructure. The 
Department is underway with an lnfonnation Technology Transfom1ation effort that will 



leverage systems and investments from across the Department's diverse and geographically 
dispersed bureaus and offices in order to improve integration with business services and create 
an t.>nvironment that better supports mission areas and program delivery. 

}. Consolidating Federal Data Centers: Consistent with GAO's recommendations we are 
consolidating data centers throughout the Department as part of our Information Technology 
Transformation Initiative. We are working collab<m1tively with the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) on its Data Center Consolidation Initiative to reduce hardware. software, rental 
space. and other costs related to data center operations. 

4. Strategic Oversight Mechanisms: The Department has dear roles in defending against biological 
threats. including maintaining awareness, surveillance, and detection. Working through our 
coordinating mechanisms !ed by the Department of Homeland Security (DBS), we are able to 
support these efforts with the expertise of the USGS. The USGS provides technical information 
and support to the DHS on newly emerging diseases, collaborates with the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) to investigate wildlife disease outbreaks, works with the Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA} on the 
detection of highly pathogenic avian influenza in wild birds, an<l provides expertise to Federal 
agencies on the role of wildlife and the environment in disease events. As the expert in wildlife 
health the USGS serves as the leader in this area. 

5. Transportation-Disadvantaged Persons: The majority of the Department's programs relating to 
transportation are funded through the Department of Transportation (DOT), and we have 
significantly expanded our efforts to coordinate with DOT and our sister agencies, including the 
USDA Forest Service, to improve coordination of programs and services. In addition, our 
internal roads and transportation programs are conducted in a manner that leverages the DOT 
programs. Our recent involvement with OMB, DOT, and USDA has been to ensure coordination 
and collaborative approaches to transportation programs funded in upcoming transportation 
authorization legislation. 

6. Fair Market Value for Oil and Gas: The Department is taking steps to encourage diligent 
development of oil and gas leases. ensure a fair return. and ensure that oil and gas produced are 
mea<;ured accurately. 

To respond to GAO's specific recommendations we are taking the following actions: 

• GAO Recommendation: Congress may need to take action to authorize or encourage Interior to 
revise its rental fee structure for non-producing leases. 
o To encourage diligent development of Federal oil and gas leases. both onshore and offshore. 

the Department included a $4 per acre annual fee on non-producing, onshore Federal oil and 
gas teases in the FY 20t I and FY 2012 budgets, which would become effective upon 
Congressional action. Additionally, in 2009, the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 
Regulation and Enforcement (HOEMRE) began charging escalating rental rates for offshore 
leases extended beyond the initial term and shortened the length of the primary term for 
off shore oi) and gas leases in 20 IO. 



• GAO Recommendation: Interior should complete its study examining how other oil and gas 
resource owners select fiscal parameters for leasing and adjusting oil and gas royalty rates and 
use that information to adjust, as appropriate, its royalty rates to a leveI that ensures the 
government a fair return. In doing so it should ensure opportunities for substantive. two-way 
communication ,vith program stakeholders. 
o In 20 l 0, BOEMRE and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) initiated an economic study 

to compare the Federal Government's share of profits from Federal oil and gas leasing with 
700 fiscal systems around the world. The report will include a composite index, including an 
index of revenue risk. The final report is scheduled to be completed in the summer of 20 l l. 

• GAO Recommendation:. Interior should implement GAO's recommendations from prior reports 
addressing a variety of oil and gas measurement factors. 
o BLM is in the process of revising Onshore Oil and Gas Orders 3, 4, and 5. These Orders 

establish requirements for storage, site security and measurement of produced oil and natural 
gas. Onshore Orders 3-5 are scheduled to be issued in draft this summer. These Orders will 
help BLM to ensure a fair return for onshore oil and gas through production verification and 
accountability and are scheduled to be completed in FY 2012. 

o BLM is also developing Onshore Order 9. which ,vill limit the amount of vented and flared 
natural gas permitted to be released without incurring royalty obligations. However, the 
Order wilt be unable to prevent the release of all fugitive natural gas from oil and natural gas 
operation facilities. This new Order is scheduled to he completed in FY 2012. 

o To fortify its inspection and production accountability processes, BOEMRE has issued 
inspection goals to ensure the accuracy of reported volumes of oil and gas produced from 
offshore Federal resources. The BOEMRE issued policy on September 13, 2010, addressing 
site-security inspections of measurement locations and the witnessing of royalty meter 
provings and/or calibrations. The BOEMRE policy requires more frequent inspections for 
"nigher risk" measurement locations. 

7. Unneeded Federal Real Property Disposal: One of the key missions of the Department is to serve 
as the custodian of a vast collection of national treasures and properties including the 
Washington Monument, Liberty Bell, and Statue of Liberty. The Department manages a 
collection of 159AOO constructed assets that is second only to the Department of Defense. Our 
efforts to manage these assets are challenged by ownership oflands and facilities that arc 
geographically dispersed and visited extensively by the public. Our facilities management 
programs put a premium on the identification of assets that are not needed in order to focus our 
construction and maintenance budgets on highest priority needs and to reduce operating costs. In 
our 2009 report from the Federal Real Property Profile we identified 1,920 assets that are excess 
and are in the disposal process. Of those. 517 have already been disposed. 

l hope this is infom1ative to your questions. 

Ken Salazar 
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Mareh 8, 2011 

'The Honorable Ken Salazar 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street. N.W. 
Washington. DC 20240 

Dear Secrciary Salazar, 

As you know. every penny the government spends is being scrutiniud for potential 
savings as we seek to reduce our bloeted budget and budget deficit We can begin by 
eliminating inefficient, duplicative or outdated programs. 

In a report released last week, the Government Accountabilily OtTtce provided Congress 
with 81 areas of potential savings as a result of duplicative programs. As a member of 
the Senate Appropriations Committee and Senate Homeland Security and Oovemmemat 
Affairs Commiuec, I am prepared to tum many of lhcir findings into cost-savings. 

t would appreciate hearing m>m you whether you agree with the report's findings 
concerning the Department of Interior and the actions your agency has or plans to take in 
the short- and long-term as a mull of the report to achieve CQSt-savings. If you are aware 
of duplicative or unnecessary programs within your agency that the GAO did not cite, 
please include a plan of action to diminate those programs as well. 

For your reference, the report, Opportunities to Reduce Potential Duplication in 
Government Programs. Save Tax Dollars and Enhance Revenue. addressed the fotlowing 
regarding the Department: 

• fragmented federal effons to meet water needs in the U.S.-Mexico border region 
have resulted in an administntive burden. redundant activities. and an overall 
inefficient use of resources. 

• Enterprise Architectures: Key mechanisms for identifying potential ovt.-rlap and 
duplication. 

• Consolidating federal data centers provides opportunity to impnwe government 
efficiency. 

• Strategic oversight mechanisms could help integrate fragmented intcragency 
efforts to defend against biologkal dnats. 



• Further steps needed to improve cost-effectiveness and enhance services for 
transportation-sadvantaged persons. 

• Ensuring the Federal govemmcnl receives fair market value for its oil and gas 
resources could enhance Federal revenues 

• Agencies could realize cost savings by disposal of unneeded Federal real 
property. 

I would appreciate a response no later than March 21. 2011. If you have any questions, 
please contact Andrew Grobmyer at 202-224-2353. 

-- ........ ll-.,..-.....; 
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The Honorable Ken Salazar 
Secretary 
U.S. Department oflnterior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ken: 

flnittd ~tatrs ~rnatt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

April 13, 2010 
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I am pleased to write in support of the City of McGehee, Arkansas', grant application 
which has been submitte.d to the National Park Service. I understand the proceeds wiH be 
used to renovate the Railroad Depot in McGehee which will be used as a museum and 
house the Japanese American Confinement She display. 

As you may know, Desha and Ashley County in Arkansas had the only Japanese 
American Confinement sites east of Wyoming. This museum will be of great benefit to 
the people of southeast Arkansas and, also, recognize and pay tribute to those interned in 
these camps. 

'Ibis is an important project that is certainly worthy of funding. It is my hope that the 
United States Department of Interior will give positive consideration of the City of 
McGehee's application. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

MLP/sj 

Sincerely, 

~ <"?f/A/IP--
Mark Pryor 

£Fr :z ·wd 6 J 8d,V n'foz 

u.:1/,i383cl 



United States Department of the Interior 

A3615(MWR-PCL/PAL) 

The Honorable Mark Pryor 
United States Senate 
255 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Pryor: 

National Park Service 

Midwest Region 
601 Riverfront Drive 

Omaha, Nebraska 68102-4226 

MAY 3 2010 

Thank you for your April 13, 2010, letter to Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar (Secretary) stating 
your support for the City of McGehee's (City) grant proposal for the National Park Service's (NPS) 
Japanese American Confinement Sites (JACS) Grant Program. I have been asked to respond because 
the State of Arkansas is one of my areas of responslb!llty. 

The City's proposal to rehabilitate the historic train depot as a museum to honor the two confinement 
sites located in Arkansas was a notable contribution to the fiscal year 2010 submlttals. This project 
seeks to establish a location for an exhibit about the experiences of Japanese Americans held In the 
Jerome and Rohwer Relocation Centers during World War II. 

The NPS received a total of 42 applications for the fiscal year 2010 grant cycle, requesting more than 
$7. 7 million In Federal funds. This amount is more than double the $3 mllllon appropriated by 
Congress for the 2010 JACS program. Proposals received by the NPS reflected a wide range of project 
types, including oral history, Interpretation and education, documentation, planning, preservation, and 
capital projects. 

During the week of March 15, 2010, an NPS review panel evaluated appllcatlons received for the fiscal 
year 2010 grant cycle. The review panel then submitted Its recommendations to Secretary Salazar for 
final approval of the selected grant awards. We anticipate that the grant recipients and projects will 
be announced in late spring 2010 and the grant agreements will be finalized soon thereafter. 

Again, thank you again for your endorsement of the City of McGehee's proposal submitted to the JACS 
Grant Program. If you have questions or concerns, please contact Regional program contact Rachel 
Franklin-Weekley at 402-661-1948. 

Sincerely, 

Ernest Quintana 
Regional Director 

TAKE PRIDES~ 
I NAM ERICA~ 



The Honorable Mark Pryor 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Pryor: 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

OCT O 1 2009 

Thank you for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing 
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 30, 2009. 

I sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will receive a more detailed 
response in the near future. 

Sincerely, 

~s~ 
Ken Salazar 



The Honorable Ken Salazar 
Secretary 
Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington. DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

1:1.nitnt ~tatrs ~rnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

September 18, 2009 

We are writing to convey our strong support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf(OCS) Oil 
and Gas Leasing Program (DPP) proposi.,atl by the U.S. Minerals Management Service (MMS). By opening up 
new offshore areas for natural gas and oil leasing and development and also allowing for the devdopment of 
renewable energy as proposed in the DPP, the Department of the Interior can provide the United States with an 
opportunity to responsibly produce our own energy. This development will bolsler our nation's economy. create 
new jobs and decrease our dependence on foreign sources of energy. 

It is more important than ever that the federal government allO\v for development of domestic offshore 
energy supplie:- made available in the DPP. By offering new leasing opportunities. the DPP is appropriately 
1:xpansive and provides the Department with maximum flexibility to properly utilize our nation's domestic 
resources. 

Now is the appropriate time to promote Jong-tenn policies that responsibly encourage job creation while 
gwwing the economy. Important offshore areas. like those in Alaska, offer tremendous natural gas and oil 
resources. By some estimates, the Chukchi Sea alone off Alaska's coast contains as much natural gas and oil as 
the country has produced in the Gulf of Mexico since 1942. 

Additionally, we urge MMS to move forward with the 2007-2012 Leasing Program while working to 
approve and finalize the new DPP. Implementing a sensible, forward-thinking energy policy will allow for 
responsible leasing and development of America's energy resources and will help industries and businesses here 
at home that rely heavily on natural gas and crude oil. h will also further our national security and energy 
security interests and. of course, spur jobs and economic growth as we open new areas to leasing and 
development. 

In conclusion. we are pleased to see that the MMS has included new leasing areas in the DPP and has 
ackrnn,.iedged the need for the United States to begin responsibly developing the abundant energy resources 
located off our coasts. We believe that the DPP is an important step in creating a robust, diverse. national energy 
po!ic:, which will help secure our energy future. We urge you to move forward on the DPP as )'(HI work to 
finalize a new five~year OCS plan. Thank you for your attention to this important matter. Please do not hesitate 
to contact us ifwe can be of assistance to you. 

Sincerely. 

, 



The Honorable Ken Salazar 

September 18, 2009 
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The Hoi\orable Ken Salazar 
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·Septembe\ 18, 2009 
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United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF TIIB SECRETARY 

W ASHL'\IGTON, D.C. 20240 

The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchinson 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Hutchison: 

OCT 212Cm 

TAKE PRIDE 
IN AMERICA 

Thank you for your letter dated September 18, 2009, to Secretary Ken SaJazar expressing your 
strong support for the 2010-2015 Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Draft Proposed Program 
(DPP). Secretary Salazar asked me to respond. A similar letter is being sent to each signer of 
your letter. 

The comment period on the DPP closed on September 21, 2009. The Minerals Management 
Service (MMS) received over 530,000 comments on the DPP. The MMS will summarize and 
anaJyze those comments as quickly as possible in order to move expeditiously to the next steps in 
the process, which include scoping of the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and 
publication of the Proposed Program and draft EIS. Your comments will be considered carefully 
in that endeavor. 

On July 28, 2009, the U.S. Court of Appeals clarified that its ruling on the 2007-2012 Program 
delays only those sales in the Chukchi, Beaufort, and Bering Seas. However, it will be necessary 
to re-balance a11 sales in the 2007-2012 plan once the revised environmental sensitivity analysis 
is complete. 

Thank you for your interest in the OCS program. Secretary Salazar and I look forward to working 
with you to move forward in developing a comprehensive Federal offshore energy plan for the 
benefit of the Nation. If you have any questions you may contact me or Ms. S. Elizabeth Birnbaum, 
Director, MMS, at (202) 208-3500. 

Sincerely, 

fVJhL 
~is 

~ Assistant Secretary 
f' "' . J Land and Minerals Management 



Similar letter being sent to: 

The Honorable Byron L. Dorgan 
The Honorable Lamar Alexander 
The Honorable John Barrasso 
The Honorable Mark Begich 
The Honorable Robert F. Bennett 
The Honorable Christopher Bond 
The Honorable Sam Brownback 
The Honorable Jim Bunning 
The Honorable Richard Burr 
The Honorable Saxby Chambliss 
The Honorable Thad Cochran 
The Honorable John Cornyn 
The Honorable Bob Corker 
The Honorable Tom Corbin 
The Honorable Jim DeMint 
The Honorable Michael B. Enzi 
The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 
The Honorable Orrin G. Hatch 
The Honorable James Inhofe 
The Honorable James Isakson 
The lfonorable Mike Johanns 
The Honorable Blanche L. Lincoln 
The Honorable John McCain 
The Honorable Lisa Murkowski 
The Honorable Ben Nelson 
The Honorable Mark Pryor 
The Honorable James E. Risch 
The Honorable Pat Roberts 
The Honorable Jeff Sessions 
The Honorable Richard Shelby 
The Honorable John Thune 
The Honorable David Vitter 
The Honorable George Voinovich 
The Honorable Roger Wicker 
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