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These documents, developed jointly by us and NOAA, are almost the only things I have that
would be part of whatever administrative record might exist on this.
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PALMYRA ATOLL AND KINGMAN REEF FACT SHEET 
 

Information provided in this fact sheet is a summary of data collected through 
 the interagency assessment process as of October 1, 2008 

 

• Kingman Reef’s lagoon became an overnight 
stop on the Pan American Airways clipper route 
from the U.S. to American Samoa in 1937. 

• During World War II, Palmyra hosted a 6,000-
man Naval Air Station, an important link in the 
aerial supply route to Canton Atoll and Bora 
Bora in the South Pacific. 

Cultural 
• While early Polynesians and Micronesians likely 

found the island, there is no evidence of human 
habitation before the 1800s. 

Human use & current management  

Current human uses   
• Kingman Reef is uninhabited.  
• FWS and The Nature Conservancy manage a 

small research camp at Palmyra Atoll; TNC owns 
a portion of the atoll. 

• NOAA conducts scientific cruises that host a 
variety of scientific research, including coral reef 
and habitat assessments. 

• Kingman Reef NWR is closed to public access. 
Palmyra Atoll NWR is open to the public for 
wildlife observation and recreational catch and 
release bonefishing. 

• Federal commercial fisheries include some 
trolling permits (mainly around Palmyra) and 
bottomfish fishing and shrimping Kingman 
Reef). Around all the PRIAs there is the potential 
for coral harvest under the Western Pacific Coral 
Reef Ecosystem Fishery Management Plan, but 
to date no permits have been issued. 

Current management  
• The Federal portion of Palmyra and all of 

Kingman Reef are National Wildlife Refuges. 
• Marine fishery resources in the EEZ are managed 

by the Department of Commerce based on 
fishery management plans developed and 
recommended by the Western Pacific Fishery 
Management Council. 
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