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Tuesday, May 16

9:00-9:30am: Senator Angus King (I-ME), 133 Hart Senate Office Building 

Staff Lead: Morgan Cashwell
Scheduler: Matthew Liscovitz

---Your 10:30am is in 306 Hart---

12:00-12:30pm: Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR), 221 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Staff Lead: Wesley Look
Scheduler: Montana Judd

2:30-3:00pm: Senator Al Franken (D-MN), 309 Hart Senate Office Building

Staff Lead: Blaise Sheridan
Scheduler: Brynna Schmidt

4:00-4:30pm: Senator Maria Cantwell (D-WA), 511 Hart Senate Office Building

Staff Leads: Sam Fowler and Angela Becker-Dippmann
Scheduler: Christian Chiles

5:00-5:30pm: Senator James Risch (R-ID), 438 Russell Senate Office Building

Staff Lead: Tim Petty
Scheduler: Rachel Burkett

-- 
Amanda Kaster-Averill
Special Assistant
Office of Congressional and Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of the Interior
(202) 208-3337
amanda_kaster@ios.doi.gov
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David Bernhardt Courtesy Meeting Memo 
Senator Al Franken (D- Minnesota) 

 

 

Education: Harvard U., A.B. 1973 (general studies)  
Career: Author; radio talk show host; screenwriter; comedian 
Committees: Energy and Natural Resources; Indian Affairs; Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP); Judiciary 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
April 27, 2017 – Cosigned letter to Secretary urging no revision to 2017-2022 Five-Year Plan. 
 
April 26, 2017 – Cosigned letter to President Trump expressing concern with his memorandum 
on review of national monument designations. 
 
KEY ISSUES 
 
Overview:  Senator Franken has consistently raised with DOI witnesses the issues of funding for 
the Lewis and Clark rural water project, funding for BIE schools, and renewable energy 
development.  He is also concerned with the intrusion of invasive Asian Carp in the Great Lakes 
and into local bodies of water.  He is an active member of the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs, where he has focused on Indian education issues related to Minnesota.  He is also 
interested in expanding renewable energy development with tribal partners with an emphasis on 
access to such renewable energy development and transmission of such energy to tribes located 
in rural areas (small scale development/transmission).    
 
At his confirmation hearing, the Secretary and Sen. Franken had a dialogue about climate 
change.  Sen. Franken raised support for LWCF, the Lewis and Clark rural water project, the 
NPS maintenance backlog, BLM’s oil and gas leasing program, the future of coal, NPS sexual 
harassment claims, wildflire policy, renewable energy and Invasive species.  He stressed support 
for Native American programs, including clean energy development and the Tribal Energy Loan 
Guarantee Program.   
 
Indian Education: Indian school construction/education issues: he has in the past been critical 
of past budgets on school construction and general plans to improve Indian education. He was 
quoted in a series of articles in the Minneapolis Star Tribune over concern of the dilapidated 
conditions of BIE schools.  
 
Rural Water: He is an outspoken advocate for the Lewis and Clark Rural Water project, 
authorized in 2000. The total project cost share is 80 percent federal and 20 percent non-federal, 
and the federal portion is over 50% complete with 100% of the non-Federal cost share complete.   
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Asian Carp: He is concerned with the intrusion of invasive Asian Carp in the Great Lakes and 
into local bodies of water, and has called for  FWS to take a more active role to slow the spread 
of Asian carp in the Upper Mississippi and Ohio River Basins.  
 
Climate Change and Clean Power:  Sen. Franken is one of Congress' most vocal advocates for 
addressing climate change in a comprehensive way. Last year, as the Obama Administration was 
working on finalizing a draft of the Clean Power Plan, Sen. Franken called on President Obama 
to make sure that the final rule provided flexibility for states like Minnesota that are already 
taking action to reduce emissions. 

 
SPONSORED LEGISLATION 
 
To modify the boundary of Voyagers National Park (S.502) – Modifies the boundary of Voyageurs 
National Park in the State of Minnesota.  Recently reported out of the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee.   

FAST FACTS ON MINNESOTA 
12 tribes and 4 BIE schools 
20 National Wildlife Refuges 
5 Units of the National Park System, including Voyageurs National Park 
1,400 acres of BLM-administered surface land 
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David Bernhardt Courtesy Meeting Memo 
Senator Maria Cantwell (D - Washington) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Education: Miami U. (Ohio), B.A., 1980 (public policy) 
Career: Internet audio company executive; public relations consultant 
Committees: Energy & Natural Resources (Ranking Member); Indian Affairs; Commerce, 
Science and Transportation; Finance; Small Business and Entrepreneurship. 

 
Meeting Date/Time:  
Location:  
Scheduler:  
Phone:  
Staff:  
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
May 11, 2017 – Letter to Nominee for Deputy Secretary seeking additional information from the nominee for 
the Committee. 
 
May 11, 2017 – Cosigned letter, with other western Democrats, to Secretary urging that RACs and other 
advisory councils be allowed to continue regular meetings. 
 
April 27, 2017 – Cosigned letter to Secretary requesting extension of comment period (from 30 to 90 days to 
July 3) on proposed rule repealing the Consolidated Federal Oil and Gas and Federal and Indian Coal Valuation 
Rule and ANPR on whether to revise regulations. 
 
April 27, 2017 – Cosigned letter to Secretary urging no revision to 2017-2022 Five-Year Plan. 
 
April 26, 2017 – Cosigned letter to President Trump expressing concern with his memorandum on review of 
national monument designations. 
 
March 29, 2017 – Urging the use of the Burned Area Rehabilitation program to fund post-wildfire recovery 
needs of the tribal communities in the Pacific Northwest.   
 
March 7, 2017 – Letter to Secretary urging that the royalty valuation rules the effective date of which had been 
postponed by the Department should be put back in effect.   
 
 February 1, 2017 – Cosigned letter to President Trump expressing concern about his memorandum on 
construction of the Dakota Access Pipeline without appropriate consultation with the Standing Rock Sioux 
Tribe. 

 
KEY ISSUES 
 
Overview: Senator Cantwell advocates for greater support for renewable energy sources and has called for a 
ban on West coast offshore drilling.  She champions reforms to federal coal lease management.  She has spoken 
out against the Pebble Mine Development. 
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She has led efforts to change wildfire management and supports treated the worst fires as disasters to be paid for 
by FEMA.    
 
At the Secretary’s confirmation, two major areas of focus were the coal program, i.e. valuation and self-bonding 
and wildland fire funding.  She also urged DOI’s continued support for BORs Yakima Basin project, increased 
USGS LiDAR funding for landslides, and support for the Spokane dam construction settlement.   
 
She noted her interest in addressing the NPS maintenance backlog, LWCF, and tribal sovereignty, energy 
development oversight and regulation, climate change, drought, water policy and reauthorization of the 
Columbia River Treaty. 
 
Monuments and Parks:  Sen. Cantwell is a strong supporter of the National Parks, particularly those in her 
home state, and is also a strong supporter of the use of the Antiquities Act to designate national monuments. 
 
Offshore oil and gas: She is a consistent opponent of offshore oil and gas development on the west coast and 
has cosponsored legislation in the past to permanently prohibit drilling on the OCS off California, Oregon, and 
Washington.  She has also raised concerns with impacts of Geological and Geophysical activities related to oil 
and gas exploration on marine life. 
 
Wildfire: Washington State has been hit hard by wildfires in recent years. She has been vocal in seeking aid for 
the State and in developing legislative language to address fire funding shortfalls, similar in many ways to the 
past Administration proposals that would fund wildfire activities like disasters.   
 
Volcano monitoring:  Strong proponent, along with Chairman Murkowski, of establishing a volcano early 
warning and monitoring system to monitor, warn, and protect citizens from avoidable harm from volcanic 
activity. 
 
SPONSORED LEGISLATION 
 
Spokane Tribe of Indians of the Spokane Reservation Equitable Compensation Act (S.995) - provides for 
equitable compensation to the Spokane Tribe of Indians of the Spokane Reservation for the use of tribal land for 
the production of hydropower by the Grand Coulee Dam. 
 
A bill to protect taxpayers from liability associated with the reclamation of surface coal mining operations 
(S.800) - amends the SMACRA to prohibit OSM and state regulatory authorities from accepting new self-bonds 
for coal reclamation, among other provisions.   
 
Mountains to Sound Greenway National Heritage Area Act (S.713)  establishes the Mountains to Sound 
Greenway National Heritage Area in the state of Washington. The bill was reported out of Committee on March 
30, 2017. 
  
Yakima River Basin Water Enhancement Project Phase III Act (S.714)   authorizes Phase III of the Yakima 
River Basin Water Basin Water Enhancement Project for the purposes of improving water management in the 
Yakima River basin, among other provisions.  The bill was reported out of Committee on March 30, 2017.  
 
Maritime Washington National Heritage Area Act (S. 627)  establishes the Maritime Washington Heritage Area 
in the State of Washington.   

Land and Water Conservation Authorization and Funding Act (S.569) amends the LWCF Act of 1965 to make 
permanent the authorization for the Fund. Funds deposited into the LWCF may be spent without being subject 
to the appropriations process. These funds are in addition to amounts made available GOMESA or otherwise 
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appropriated from the LWCF.  Congress may provide for alternate allocations using specified procedures.  At 
least 1.5% of the annual authorized funds shall be used for projects that secure recreational public access to 
existing federal public land for hunting, fishing, and other recreational purposes. 

FAST FACTS ON WASHINGTON 
29 tribes and 7 BIE schools 
23 National Wildlife Refuges 
15 Units of the National Park System, including Mount Rainier National Park 
13 million acres of BLM-administered mineral estate 
400,000 acres of BLM-administered surface land: 
 1 National Monument  
 1 Wilderness Area  
 1 Wilderness Study Area  
2 million acres of BLM-administered Indian trust mineral estate 
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David Bernhardt Courtesy Meeting Memo 
Senator James Risch (R- Idaho) 

 
 
Education: U. of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, attended 1961-63; U. of Idaho, B.S. 
1965 (forest resources management), J.D. 1968  
Career: Lawyer; rancher; trailer company owner; property management 
company owner; college instructor 
Committees: Energy and Natural Resources; Foreign Relations; Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship; Select Ethics; Select Intelligence 
 
 

 
 
Meeting Date/Time:  
Location:  
Scheduler:  
Phone:  
Staff:  
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
N/A 
 
KEY ISSUES 
 
Overview: Senator Risch strongly supports multiple use for public lands, particularly for 
economic activities such as oil/gas/mineral development, grazing and timber, and siting of power 
lines and pipelines.  He is a co-chair of the Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus.  
 
PILT and SRS: Senator Risch is concerned about the critical role that the Payment in Lieu of 
Taxes program plays in many rural county budgets in Idaho, and is a vocal proponent of fully 
funding the PILT program. On PILT, Risch has stated that it “provides payments to counties to 
help offset losses in property taxes due to nontaxable federal land within their boundaries. 
Reauthorizing PILT is necessary to avoid severe cuts in our county budgets.”  He is advocating 
reauthorization of the now-expired Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination 
Act (SRS) payment program, principally overseen by the United States Forest Service. 
 
Forestry Issues:  Inaugural member of the Senate Working Forests Caucus, which is intended to 
serve as a forum to discuss policies that promote and preserve America’s working forests. 
 
Hunting and Fishing on Public Lands:  Sen. Risch has in past congresses sponsored legislation 
to ensure that hunting and fishing are allowed on public lands, and is a co-sponsor of the 
Sportsmen’s Act. He is co-chair, with Senator Manchin, of the Congressional Sportmen’s 
Caucus.  
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Renewable Energy: Senator Risch is an advocate of a broad, all-of-the-above domestic energy 
supply; he believes in putting renewable energy under a similar framework as conventional 
energy, and requiring royalty payments on renewable energy to benefit the counties and states 
where renewable energy projects are located.  
 
SPONSORED LEGISLATION 
 
A bill to extend the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 (S. 
1027) – Would reauthorize the SRS payment program and extend it to FY 2019.  

Sportsmen’s Act (S. 733) – Provides congressional direction to federal agencies to facilitate 
expansion and enhancement of hunting, fishing, and recreational shooting opportunities on 
federal lands.  Reported by the Senate Energy Committee at the end of March. 

 

FAST FACTS ON IDAHO 

4 tribes and 2 BIE schools 
7 National Wildlife Refuges 
6 units of the National Park System, including Craters of the Moon National Monument 
37 million acres of BLM-administered mineral estate 
12 million acres of BLM-administered surface land: 

1 National Conservation Area  
1 National Monument  
9 Wilderness Areas  
40 Wilderness Study Areas  
16 Wild and Scenic Rivers  
4 National Historic Trails  
1 National Scenic Trail  

1 million acres of BLM-administered Indian trust mineral estate 
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David Bernhardt Courtesy Meeting Memo 
Senator Ron Wyden (D-Oregon) 

 
 

Education: U. of California, Santa Barbara, attended 1967-69; Stanford U 
A.B. 1971 (political science); U. of Oregon, J.D. 1974  
Career: Lawyer; professor; senior citizen advocacy group state director 
Committees: Energy and Natural Resources; Budget; Finance; Select 
Intelligence; 

 
 

 
Meeting Date/Time:   
Location: 221 Dirksen  
Scheduler:    
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
May 11, 2017 – Cosigned letter, with other western Democrats, to Secretary urging that RACs 
and other advisory councils be allowed to continue regular meetings. 
 
April 27, 2017 – Cosigned letter to Secretary requesting extension of comment period (from 30 
to 90 days to July 3) on proposed rule repealing the Consolidated Federal Oil and Gas and 
Federal and Indian Coal Valuation Rule and ANPR on whether to revise regulations. 
 
April 27, 2017 – Cosigned letter to Secretary urging no revision to 2017-2022 Five-Year Plan. 
 
April 26, 2017 – Cosigned letter to President Trump expressing concern with his memorandum 
on review of national monument designations. 
 
March 29, 2017 – Letter to Secretary supporting BLM use of LWCF funds to acquire inholding 
along John Day River in support of recreational access. 
 
February 13, 2017 – Letter to Acting Secretary Haugrud expressing concerns about impact of 
hiring freeze on wildfire fighting capabilities. 
 
KEY ISSUES 
 
Overview: Senator Wyden previously served as Chairman of SENR before moving on to Chair 
the Committee on Finance, where he currently serves as Ranking Member. He supports 
renewable energy, such as wind development in Oregon.  He is a strong proponent of addressing 
a compromise solution to the issues that have plagued timber development in Oregon. He has 
lately been interested in finding a solution to the National Park Service’s $12 billion operations 
and maintenance backlog. He is has been working with Senator Merkley (D-OR) to find a 
comprehensive solution for water, fishery, and power issues in the Klamath Basin. He regularly 
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supports legislation to extend the Secure Rural Schools program and PILT.  
         

Wildfire Budgeting.  Senator Wyden previously co-sponsored the Wildfire Disaster Funding 
Act, which would allow Interior and the Forest Service to access additional new budget 
authority for wildland fire suppression, ending the budgetary practice of “borrowing”, whereby 
Interior and USFS borrow from non-fire accounts when fire suppression costs exceed the 
budget. 

 
Western Oregon Forestry: Senator Wyden remains committed to resolve the longstanding 
issue of development of timber on O&C Lands.  Previous legislation authored by Sen. Wyden 
aimed to create jobs, protect clean water sources, old growth trees and habitats, and establish a 
permanent and stable source of revenue for O&C counties. This bill would have designated a 
portion of the O&C lands for sustainable timber harvests while setting aside a roughly 
equivalent amount of land for permanent conservation.  It would also address checkerboard 
ownership through promoting land exchanges.  
 
Secure Rural Schools and PILT. Senator Wyden has played an active role in seeking short-
term extensions to the Secure Rural Schools and PILT programs, while introducing legislation 
for long-term extensions.  Wyden has stated that these programs provide a critical lifeline to 
resource dependent, rural communities that are located in close proximity to federal lands.   The 
Secure Rural Schools program, which provides funding to counties supplementing Oregon and 
California Lands Act funding, expired in 2015, while PILT has been extended over the last 
decade through a series of short-term bills.  He has co-sponsored legislation related to both 
issues. 
 
Klamath Basin Restoration Agreement: Senator Wyden advocated congressional 
authorization of the Klamath Basin Restoration Agreement, which, along with the Klamath 
Hydroelectric Settlement Agreement aimed to resolve long-standing water rights disputes, 
facilitate fish habitat restoration actions, resolve outstanding water user debt, provide a means 
for water conservation in the Klamath Project and the development of sources of power for 
project beneficiaries.  The KBRA terminated at the end of 2016 due to lack of congressional 
authorization. Senator Wyden has been actively involved in advancing the development of the 
2014 Upper Klamath Basin Comprehensive Agreement, an amended KHSA and 2016 Klamath 
Power and Facilities Agreement.  He now seeks authorization of the amended KHSA and power 
agreement. 
 
KEY INTRODUCED LEGISLATION 
 
A bill Amending the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide tax incentives for increased 
investment in clean energy (S. 1068) 
 
Marine Energy Act (S. 1036) - A bill to promote research, development, and demonstration of 
marine and hydrokinetic renewable energy technologies, and for other purposes  
 
A bill to prohibit the Secretary of the Interior from revising the approved oil and gas leasing 
program for fiscal years 2017 through 2022 [Co-sponsor] (S. 985) 
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Land and Water Conservation Authorization and Funding Act [Co-sponsor] (S. 569) 
 
American Soda Ash Competitiveness Act [Co-sponsor] (S. 546) 
 
Western Oregon Tribal Fairness Act (S. 508) – Places thousands of acres of BLM-managed land 
in trust to benefit the Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians and the Confederated Tribes 
of Coos, Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw Indians, and amends the Coquille Restoration Act to 
require DOI management of the tribe’s lands in the same way as other tribal forest lands.  
Reported by the Senate Energy Committee at the end of March. 
 
Southwestern Oregon Watershed and Salmon Protection Act of 2017 (S. 192) – Withdraws 
specified BLM lands in Oregon from entry, appropriation, disposal, etc., and amends the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act to revise the segment designations for the Chetco River in Oregon. 
 
FAST FACTS ON OREGON 
 

• Has 9 Tribes, 21 National Wildlife Refuges and 6 National Parks including Crater Lake 
National Park 
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Senator Angus King (I-ME) 

Education: Dartmouth College, A.B. 1966 (government); U. of Virginia, J.D. 
1969 
Career: Governor; Management consultant; alternative energy company 
executive; energy conservation company owner; television program host; 
lawyer; congressional aide 
Committees: Armed Services; Budget; Energy & Natural Resources 
(Ranking Member, Water and Power Subcommittee); Rules & 
Administration; Select Intelligence 

 
Meeting Date/Time:  
Location:  
Scheduler:  
Phone:  
Staff:  
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
April 26, 2017 - Cosigned letter to President Trump (31 Senators) expressing concern with the 
Executive Order directing DOI review of national monument designations 
 
February 2, 2017- Letter in support of Biodiversity Research Institute application to provide 
ecological baseline studies of the OCS. 
 
KEY ISSUES 
 
Overview:  King supported Secretary Zinke’s nomination, noting that although he does not 
agree with all positions held by the Secretary, he believes that the Secretary is “committed to 
working with me in good faith on issues important to Maine.”  He stated that he appreciated the 
Secretary’s “strong record of defending public lands, even when it was unpopular among others 
in his party, as well as his commitment to supporting the Land and Water Conservation Fund.” 
 
On energy, King supports a “Made in America” strategy that includes improved efficiency, 
smarter use of fuels, and increased domestic oil production, gas and renewables.  He is a 
supporter of hydroelectric production and tidal power production, as well as other renewables.  
King is a member of the Senate Climate Action Task Force, a co-founding chairman of the 
Senate Arctic Caucus, and a member of the Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus.  He is also a 
Member of the Campobello International Park Commission (which manages under a treaty 
FDR’s summer retreat on Campobello Island in Canada) 
 
Katahdin Woods and Waters National Monument:  In response to the announcement of the 
Secretary’s review on Monument designations, King released a statement supporting Katahdin 
Woods NM designation, stating “I believe this review is unnecessary and only reignites 
controversy in a region that was beginning to heal and move forward. The designation was made 
following substantial public input that spanned the course of several years – all of which helped 
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to create a monument that was specifically tailored to honor Maine traditions, which is why 
recreational activities such as hunting, fishing, and snowmobiling were all permitted.”  He also 
stated that the Monument has already begun to yield real economic benefits to the region, and 
that the monument serves as one important part of a multifaceted economic revitalization 
strategy for the region.    
 
Land and Water Conservation Fund:  King is a strong supporter of full funding of the LWCF.  
He also has supported funding under LWCF for Collaborative Landscape Planning (Northern 
Forest and Waters of New England). 
 
National Park Access Pass:  King is interested in ensuring that NPS uses up-to-date technology, 
including for park passes. In response to King’s past inquiries, NPS implemented a pilot test of 
electronic passes (allowing purchase and use of passes electronically), with Acadia NP as one of 
the pilot locations. 
 
Arctic Issues/Climate Change: Co-founding chairman of the Senate Arctic Caucus, believes 
that climate change is altering the Arctic environment and that the U.S. must be prepared to 
address the evolving dynamics in the region.  He has previously requested that BOEM consider 
black carbon pollution when analyzing impacts of offshore drilling.  He also cosponsored an 
amendment to the FY16 National Defense Authorization Act that required DoD to provide an 
updated military strategy in the Arctic region; DoD released the report in February 2017. 
 
Acadia NP:  King has introduced legislation (S. 257) related to Acadia NP which legislatively 
recognizes the 2015 acceptance of the NPS of the Schoodic Woods land and boundary change to 
the park, while making clear that no additional boundary modifications will be made. It also 
ensures that traditional uses of the intertidal zone are protected and that that harvesters’ rights 
(worming and clamming) are upheld.  During his confirmation, Secretary Zinke has committed 
to the Senator that the Department/NPS will work towards a resolution of the harvesting dispute 
(worming and clamming) at Acadia. 
 
LNG Exports:  Senator King has repeatedly spoken out against increasing exports of LNG when 
more natural gas is desperately needed in Maine and across New England to help lower energy 
prices. 

SPONSORED LEGISLATION 

Acadia National Park Boundary Clarification Act (S. 257) - a bill to clarify the boundary of 
Acadia National Park, reestablish the Acadia NP advisory commission,  allow for the 
continuation of traditional harvesting (clams, worms, mussels, etc), and convey certain property 
to the town of Bar Harbor, Maine.  

FAST FACTS ON MAINE 

4 tribes and 3 BIE schools 
10 National Wildlife Refuges 
4 Units of the National Park System, including Acadia National Park and Katat 
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