Office of Subsistence Management
Staffing Update Fall 2016
Departures

The following staff have left the Office of Subsistence Management since the last staffing
update:

Chuck Ardizzone left his position as Deputy Assistant Regional Director to take another
position with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in the Lower 48. Recruitment efforts are currently
underway to find a replacement. In the interim, Stewart Cogswell has been serving as the Acting
Deputy Assistant Regional Director.

Deborah Coble left her position as Subsistence Outreach Coordinator to take a position with the
National Park Service at its Alaska Region headquarters. Recruitment efforts are currently
underway to find a replacement. Katya Wessels and Kayla McKinney have been performing the
duties as Subsistence Outreach Coordinator.

Melinda Burke left her position as Council Coordinator to become the Tribal Relations Program
Manager for U.S. Forest Service in Alaska.

New Arrivals

Scott Ayers was hired as a Fisheries Biologist and will be providing expertise with analysis of
fisheries regulatory and Fisheries Resource Monitoring Program proposals. He was previously
employed by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADFG) in Anchorage. As the permit
coordinator for ADFG, he had statewide responsibility for reviewing application materials and
drafting permits for freshwater and estuarine projects for the take of fish outside the Board of
Fisheries promulgated regulations. He was involved with analyzing applications to ensure
correct sampling methodologies were used that did not conflict with existing users or damage
fish populations and were authorized under ADFG’s statutory responsibilities. Scott also has
experience as a field crew leader on the Kuskokwim and Yukon Rivers. He also has extensive
experience working remotely throughout Alaska on various weir and radio telemetry

surveys. Scott received his Bachelor and Master’s Degrees from the University of Alaska-
Fairbanks.

Gary Decossas was hired as the Fisheries Biometrician and will provide statistical expertise and
assistance with the Fisheries Resource Monitoring Program and with fishery regulatory
proposals. He was previously employed by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
(LDWF), where he was responsible for the design, analysis, and management of various
fisheries data (recreational, commercial, independent) collected by the LDWF. He created the
various statistical inputs and estimates that go into fisheries stock assessment models that are
used to inform marine and freshwater managers about the status of the fisheries stock within and
across the coast of Louisiana. As a part of his tenure at LDWF, he created the LA CREEL
program, which is a large complementary creel survey used to estimate real-time estimates of



fisheries landings, angler effort, and harvest rates. He also assisted with various

fisheries dependent and independent sampling programs undertaken by biologists working for
the department. As a part of the stock assessment team, he updated and strengthened the
statistical catch-at-age models used by the state to manage a large saltwater fishing industry. As a
statistician with a fisheries background, he always strives to bridge the gap between the
complex/easily misunderstood statistical realm with that of the sturdiness and practicality of the
fisheries world. Gary received his Bachelor and Masters Degrees from the Louisiana State
University.

Srinath Doraiswamy was hired as the IT Oracle Database Administrator. He moved from
Houston, Texas, with his wife and child, enjoys biking, walking, outdoor sports, loves nature,
and travel. He previously worked for more than six years in IT for the Texas State Department
of Family Protective Services, Health and Human Service Commission, Texas Tech University
Health Sciences Center, and University of Texas Permian Basin. He looks forward to exploring
Alaska.

Frank Harris was hired as a Fisheries Biologist and will be providing expertise with analysis of
fisheries regulatory and Fisheries Resource Monitoring Program proposals. This includes
assisting with the preparation of preliminary plans and technical specifications for projects
designed to collect and analyze data related to fishery resources including habitat quality, sport,
commercial, and subsistence fishing areas and areas impacted by development. He previously
was employed by the Koyukuk/Nowitna/Innoko National Wildlife Refuge. Frank has lived in
Alaska for almost 20 years and has built strong relationships throughout the State. He has been
responsible for developing fisheries inventory and monitoring plans, working with native and
rural organizations, conducting fisheries studies and performing regulatory duties. With his
experience comes an understanding of subsistence uses, including the people and places of
rural/remote Alaska. Frank has been with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for over 14 years
and brings strong fisheries experience and an extensive knowledge of working in remote areas of
Alaska to this position. Frank received his Bachelor Degree from the Central Michigan
University and will complete his Master’s Degree from West Virginia University in May 2017.

Megan Klosterman was hired as a new Wildlife Biologist. Megan has been working as a
Wildlife Refuge Specialist for the Arapaho National Wildlife Refuge Complex in Colorado since
April of 2015. In this position, she has conducted wildlife surveys in remote Refuge locations
and served as the manager of the GIS database for these surveys. She has worked with a diverse
variety of stakeholders on complex natural resource issues and has prepared technical written
documents related to resource surveys, grazing plans, and grant proposals. Prior to her position
at Arapaho National Refuge, she worked as a Wildlife Biologist for the USDA’s Wildlife
Services Division, and as a Wildlife Intern with Lassen Volcanic National Park in California.
She earned her Bachelors of Science in Wildlife Science from Ohio State University, and a
Masters of Science in Zoology from North Dakota State University.

Dr. Joshua Ream joined the Anthropology Division as a new cultural anthropologist in June of
2016. Dr. Ream is an interdisciplinary scientist and ethnobiologist with an academic and
professional background focusing on the relationships between humans and the natural world.
His doctoral research involved the use of local and traditional knowledge, citizen science, and



service learning programs to document species diversity and distributions in Alaska, specifically
amphibians. Dr. Ream spent the last five years working as a Subsistence Resource Specialist
with the Division of Subsistence at the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. His academic and
professional trajectories have shaped his understanding of the traditional and customary uses of
wild resources in Alaska and cultivated his dedication to supporting the subsistence priority of
rural Alaskans. He is delighted to join the team at OSM.

Michelle St. Peters was hired as the new Grants Management Specialist. Her prior work
assignment was in the Financial Assistance department where she assisted with Region 7
USFWS Grants and Cooperative Agreements. Before doing grants and cooperative agreements,
Michelle was a biologist with USFWS Migratory Bird Management for 8 years. During that
time, she worked for the seabird section, was the assistant coordinator of the Avian Influenza
program, and eventually transitioned into a budget technician. Michelle moved to Alaska in 2001
and spent 7 years with the U.S. Geological Service (Alaska Science Center) assisting on the
development of the North Pacific pelagic seabird database.

Khristoffer Santos was hired as the new IT Specialist. Besides providing customer support for
OSM employees, he is responsible for maintenance of the OSM permits database. His prior
assignment was from Information Resources and Technology Management (IRTM), USFWS
Region 7 headquarters as an IT Assistant. During his tenure in IRTM, Khristoffer was part of the
IRTM team which provided customer and hardware support for the entirety of Region 7. He has
also worked as a Junior Systems Administrator for Copper River Seafoods. His job included
server maintenance of the email system, hardware/software support and assisting Alaskan
fishermen with day-to-day technological needs.

Sabrina Schmidt was hired as a new receptionist. She previously worked for almost three years
as an Office Automation Assistant at the Child Development Center on Joint Base EImendorf-
Richardson for the 673" Force Support Squadron. Prior to that, she worked several positions
including forklift operator at a blower factory, security guard, financial representative and did
work for the Chickasaw Nation. She is an avid outdoors person and has lived most of her life in
small towns of Minnesota, Oklahoma and South Dakota.

Zach Stevenson was hired as a Council Coordinator, and has been assigned to the Western
Interior and Northwest Arctic regions. Zach was previously employed with the Northwest Arctic
Borough as a Subsistence Mapping Coordinator, where he worked for five years on an extensive
project to map the subsistence activities and resources in the NWA Borough. The final
document, an 800-page report, required extensive travel to villages and stakeholder development
and will provide incredible levels of detail for use by land managers. Prior to that, he worked as a
campaign manager for a State House campaign, a Development Officer for Planned Parenthood
of the Great Northwest, and as a Program Director for the Renewable Resources Coalition.

Jarred Stone was hired as a Graduate Pathways Program Student Trainee in the Fisheries
Division. Jarred attained his undergraduate in Fisheries Management from Northland College in
Ashland, Wisconsin. Since then he has come to Alaska and worked as a fisheries crew leader
with the USFWS and other agencies. Jarred was accepted into Alaska Pacific University
Fisheries Aquatic Science & Technology Lab where he is studying Eastern Bering Sea juvenile



Chinook Salmon stock origin, and the role of diet on growth and condition. This research will
lead to a Masters degree and will enhance the knowledge of the marine life phase of juvenile
Chinook and how important diet and condition are for pre-winter survival. Jarred and his wife
live in Palmer and have resided in Alaska for the past six years.

Katya Wessels was hired as a Council Coordinator, and has been assigned to the Eastern Interior
Region. She is also responsible for the Regional Advisory Council meeting book production.
Katya was previously employed by the National Park Service as a Beringia Program Specialist
for sixteen years. In that capacity, she managed numerous cooperative agreements and facilitated
several annual meetings to carry out the mandates of the program. During her employment with
NPS, she also worked several detail assignments with the USFWS Marine Mammals Program
and the U.S.-Russia Polar Bear Commission. Prior to 1999, she worked as an interpreter and
historian through the Smithsonian Institute for the National Park Service, Alaska Regional
Office.

As of the date of this report, the Office of Subsistence Management is staffed at 38 out of 44
positions on its organization chart. Of the six vacancies, two are student trainee positions. This
is the first time in over five years where the Fisheries, Wildlife, and Anthropology divisions are
fully staffed with all full-time analysts and division chiefs on the organization chart.



