12 July 2016

Honorable Barack Obama
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington DC 20500

Re: Protected Public Lands Will Benefit Nevada’s Economy
Dear President Obama,

For years Southern Nevadans have been protecting the landscapes that
make our region unique. Places like Red Rock Canyon and Mt Charleston
are a source of community pride as they improve our quality of life while
also helping to drive our economy. [ fully understand the need to protect
the region’s recreational, cultural and natural resources. That is why |
support protecting Gold Butte ... Nevada’s piece of the Grand Canyon.

Tourism is the lifeblood of Nevada and recreational tourism has a
significant role as an economic driver. In addition to consumer spending,
recreational tourism provides a significant number of jobs that cannot
be sent offshore. Permanent protection of Gold Butte will direct some of
this consumer spending and additional jobs to the Mesquite community.

To me, as a member of the Mesquite City Council, it is important to
preserve Gold Butte because the City of Mesquite will derive economic
benefits from such an action. Recent studies show that designation and
protection of Gold Butte may draw up to 35,000 additional visitor trips
annually and if only a small % of such visitors stay in Mesquite, the
economic impact on our community would be significant. Additionally,
having protected lands near Mesquite will increase the likelihood of
more retirees relocating to our community. The multiplier effect that
new retirees would have on our local economy would also be significant.



| strongly urge you to take action to permanently protect Gold Butte as
a National Monument by utilizing the Antiquities Act by the end of your
term. It is of vital importance that we safeguard Gold Butte’s economic,
as well as cultural and environmental benefits for future generations.

Sincerely,
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Richard L Gréén

City of Mesquite

10 East Mesquite Blvd
Mesquite, Nv. 83027

cc: Senator Reid
Congresswoman Titus
C Goldfuss, Managing Director - White House Council on Environmental Quality
S Jewell, Secretary - US Department of the Interior

N Kornze, Director - Bureau of Land Management



March 18, 2016

The Honorable Barack Obama
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Re: Protected Public Lands Benefit Nevada’'s Economy

Dear President Obama:

As a former Mayor of the City of Mesquite, preservation of Gold Butte was and continues to
be at the forefront of my desires. For decades much of the land known as the Gold Butte
complex has been designated as an Area of Critical Environmental Concern and concern

has was always focused on how the BLM managed the area around Lake Mead and Gold
Butte.

Indeed, in or about May/june 2013, both Senator Harry Reid and Congressman Horsford
advanced legislation for the management and preservation of Gold Butte. Congressman
Horsford's legislation H.R. 2276 mirrored Senator Reid’s in setting aside approximately
350,000 acres south of Mesquite and Bunkerville, extending to the shores of Lake Mead.
Approximately 120,000 acres would have been designated wilderness at scattered spots
throughout the region. But more importantly, in an attempt to achieve inclusiveness and to
build a consensus, each piece of legislation established a Virgin Valley Advisory Council.

Despite these efforts within the last ten years and as a result of delay, this treasured
landscape has seen a larger increase in destruction to critical habitat, ancient petroglyphs
and pioneer heritage sites.

|, and many others, believe the time has come for preservation of this wonder for
generations to come. Gold Butte is not just about preserving a treasure for Clark County or
Nevada, but rather one of America’s wonders. Gold Butte is a treasure trove of cultural,
historic, and natural wonders. These wonders include thousands of petroglyphs; historic
mining- and pioneer-era artifacts; rare and threatened wildlife such as the Mojave Desert
tortoise and desert bighorn sheep; dramatic geologic features like sculpted red sandstone
and rock spires; and fossil track-sites dating back 170 to 180 million years ago.

Southern Nevadans have been protecting the landscapes that make our region so unique.
Places like Red Rock Canyon and Mt. Charleston are a source of community pride. Every
year millions of Americans spend time outdoors. When people visit public lands and spend
time in recreational pursuits they frequently spend money in local communities on lodging,
meals, gear, licenses, etc. As we just now begin to emerge from the not too distant
recession, economics must remain an awareness for all. In 2010 an estimated 5.9 million



Page Two...

tourists visited BLM lands in Nevada and those visits had an economic impact of $283.6
million dollars. As a Nevadan, | understand the need to protect the region’s recreational,
cultural, and natural resources. That is why I support protecting Gold Butte, Nevada'’s piece
of the Grand Canyon.

[ ask you to help us create a legacy by taking action to permanently protect Gold Butte now,
by either encouraging Congress to pass Senator Reid and Congresswoman Titus’s current
legislation (5.199 and H.R. 856) or by utilizing the Antiquities Act to designate Gold Butte
as a National Monument. Itis vitally important that we safeguard Gold Butte's economic, as
well as the cultural, and environmental benefits for future generations.

Sincerely,
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“Susan M: Holecheck, C.P.0., R.P.

cc: Senator Harry Reid
Congresswoman Dina Titus
Christy Goldfuss, Managing Director, White House Council on Environmental Quality
Sally Jewell, Secretary, U.S. Department of Interior
Neil Kornze, Director, Bureau of Land Management
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GISLATIVE CAUCUS difess

We strongly urge you to take action to permanently protect Gold Butte now, by either
encouraging Congress to pass Senator Reid and Congresswoman Titus's current legislation (S.
199 and H.R. 856) or by utilizing the Antiquities Act to designate Gold Butte as a national
monument. [t is vitally important that we safeguard Gold Butte’s cultural, environmental, and
economic benefits for future generations.

Sipeerely, /

Olivia Diaz, Assemfflywoman and NHLC Chair

Nelson Araujo. Asseﬁ{blyman and NHLC Vice-Chair

Edgar Flores, Assemblyman and NHLC Secretary/Treasurer
Teresa Benitez- Thompson, Assemblywoman

Irene Bustamante-Adams. Assemblywoman

Richard Carrillo. Assemblyman

Moises Denis, State Senator

Ruben Kihuen, State Senator

Dina Neal, Assemblywoman

Tick Segerblom, Assemblyman

Nevada Hispanic Legislative Caucus
P.O. Box 365072
North Las Vegas. NV 89101

ce: U.S. Senator Harry Reid
U.S. Representative Dina Titus
Christy Goldfuss. Managing Director. White House Council on Environmental Quality
Sally Jewell. Secretary. U.S. Department of Interior
Neil Komze, Director, Bureau of Land Management

(20f2)




219

220

221

222
223

224
225
226

227

228

229

230

231

232

233
234

235
236

237

238

239

240

241
242

243

244

245

THE 2016 NEVADA STATE DEMOCRATIC PARTY PLATFORM

We support legislation requiring a small fee for disposable bags.
We oppose use of fracking in the State of Nevada.
We support regulations that identify chemicals used in the fracking processes.

We support biologically sound, ethical and sustainable land management policies and wise management of
public lands.

We support the collaboration and coordinated efforts of federal, state, local agencies, and private stakeholders
to maintain and increase the sage grouse population saving them from federally designated endangered species
status.

We support adequate funding for the agencies that manage Nevada’s lands.

We support keeping public lands in public hands.

We oppose the disposal, transportation and reprocessing of nuclear and toxic wastes in or through Nevada.

We support legislation holding polluters responsible for the costs of mitigation and remediation of pollution.
We support renewable energy transportation systems.

We oppose the inhumane treatment of animals.

We support the historical significance, protection, and humane treatment of the wild horse population and
burro populations, while maintaining protection of our ecological biodiversity on public lands in Nevada.

We support maintaining Lake Tahoe’s pristine environment through environmentally sound planning and
continued participation in the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency.

We support making Gold Butte a National Monument.
We support hemp farming.

ELECTIONS and GOVERNMENT
We support open and fair elections through voter protection programs.

We support future reforms to the Presidential Primary process, including super-delegates, while ensuring
Nevada remains an early state and First in the West.

We support legislation creating automatic and same-day voter registration through Election Day e-poll books.
We support expanding the times and locations for early voting.

We oppose photo ID requirements for voting and/or any other efforts aimed at voter suppression

Page 9 of 10
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Mesauite Veterinarv Clinic, Inc.
Peggy Purner, DVM

September 19, 2016

Honorable Barack Obama
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Re: Protected Public Lands Benefit Nevada's Economy
Dear President Obama: 1

For years Southern Nevadans have been protecting the landscapes that make our region so unique.
Places like Red Rock Canyon and Mt. Charleston are a source of community pride. They improve our
quality of life and help to drive our economy. As a Nevadan, | understand the need to protect the
region’s recreational, Cultural, and natural resources. That is why | support protecting Gold Butte,
Nevada'’s piece of the Grand Canyon.

Covering almost 350,000 acres in southeastern Nevada, Gold Butte is a treasure trove of cultural,
historic, and natural wonders. These wonders include thousands of petroglyphs; historic mining-and
pioneer-era artifacts; rare and threatened wildlife such as the Mojave Desert tortoise and desert
bighorn sheep; Dramatic geological features like sculpted red sandstone and rock spires; and fossil track-
sites dating back 170 to 180 million years ago. But more importantly time is running out for Gold Butte -
due to recent events in the last 18 months, this treasured landscape has seen a large increase in
destruction to critical habitat, ancient petroglyphs and pioneer heritage sites.

For me, Gold Butte is a spectacular region that | have enjoyed hiking, horseback riding and driving in for
the last 25 years. It is important to preserve Gold Butte because it has so much geologic, and cultural
significance. It is important to preserve this valuable resource.

I strongly urge you to take action to permanently protect Gold Butte as a national monument by utilizing
the Antiquities Act by the end of your term. It is vitally important that we safeguard Gold Butte’s
economic, as well as the cultural, and environmental benefits for future generations.

Slnmlyp ?0
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Peggy Purner, DVM

Cc: Senator Reid
Congresswoman Titus
Christy Goldfuss, Managing Director, White House Council on Environmental Quality
Sally Jewell, Secretary, U.S. Department of Interior
Neil Kornze, Director, Bureau of Land Management

371 Riverside Rd. ® P.0.Box 1139 % Mesquite, NV 89024 % (702) 346-2456






August 25, 2016

Honorable Barack Obama
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Re: Protected Public Lands Benefit Nevada's Economy
Dear President Obama:

For years Southern Nevadans have been protecting the landscapes that make our region so unique.
Places like Red Rock Canyon and Mt. Charleston are a source of community pride. They improve our
quality of life and help to drive our economy. As a Nevadan, | understand the need to protect the
region’s recreational, cultural, and natural resources. That is why I support protecting Gold Butte,
Nevada’s piece of the Grand Canyon.

Covering almost 350,000 acres in southeastern Nevada, Gold Butte is a treasure trove of cultural,
historic, and natural wonders. These wonders include thousands of petroglyphs; historic mining-
and pioneer-era artifacts; rare and threatened wildlife such as the Mojave Desert tortoise and
desert bighorn sheep; dramatic geologic features like sculpted red sandstone and rock spires; and
fossil track-sites dating back 170 to 180 million years ago. But more importantly time is running
out for Gold Butte--due to recent events in the last 18 months, this treasured landscape has seen a
large increase in destruction to critical habitat, ancient petroglyphs and pioneer heritage sites.

[ am especially interested in Gold Butte being designated a national monument because if this area
is protected, a large, continuous swath of land from the Grand Canyon through the Lake Mead Nat'l
Recreation Area will be in the public domain for future generations. Being residents of Mesquite,
NV, my husband and I have spent many days out in this area, specifically Gold Butte, and we would
like to see it remain wild for posterity. In addition, I feel that protecting this area will have a
positive impact on the Mesquite economy.

I strongly urge you to take action to permanently protect Gold Butte as a national monument by
utilizing the Antiquities Act by the end of your term. It is vitally important that we safeguard Gold
Butte’s economic, as well as the cultural, and environmental benefits for future generations.

Sincerel

cc: Senator Reid

Congresswoman Titus

Christy Goldfuss, Managing Director, White House Council on Environmental Quality
Sally Jewell, Secretary, U.S. Department of Interior

Neil Kornze, Director, Bureau of Land Management






August 9, 2016

Honorable Barack Obama
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Re: Protected Public Lands Benefit Nevada’s Economy

Dear President Obama:

For years Southern Nevadans have been protecting the landscapes that make our region so unique. Places
like Red Rock Canyon and Mt. Charleston are a source of community pride. They improve our quality of
life and help to drive our economy. As Nevadans, we understand the need to protect the region’s
recreational, cultural, and natural resources. That is why we support protecting Gold Butte, Nevada’s
piece of the Grand Canyon.

We know that tourism is the lifeblood of Nevada and recreational tourism is a part of that driver. Each
year, outdoor recreation drives over $646 billion in consumer spending and creates over 6.1 million jobs
that can’t be sent offshore. In Nevada that translates to almost $15 billion dollars in consumer spending
and 147,600 direct, local jobs. We can continue to improve these statistics by supporting permanent
protection for Gold Butte.

My husband and I have lived in and have owned a small business in Mesquite, Nevada for eight years.
Before the recession Mesquite was growing exponentially. From 2008-2014 we saw little or no growth in
our town, tourism dropped and many businesses closed. As we see things start to pick up again we are
hopeful that many more people will find Mesquite a destination for many recreation activities including
safely exploring and enjoying Gold Butte. We believe that with increased visitation to Gold Butte comes
an increase in tourism to Mesquite thus bringing more customers to all of our businesses. And with the
increased traffic in this beautiful area protection is needed to keep the history and the landscape in Gold
Butte safe.

We strongly urge you to take action to permanently protect Gold Butte as a national monument by
utilizing the Antiquities Act by the end of your term. It is vitally important that we safeguard Gold Butte's
economic, as well as the cultural, and environmental benefits for future generations.

Sincerely,

7

Michelle Brooks
Ready Golf & Gear, Mesquite, NV

cc: Senator Reid
Congresswoman Titus
Christy Goldfuss, Managing Director, White House Council on Environmental Quality
Sally Jewell, Secretary, U.S. Department of Interior
Neil Kornze, Director, Bureau of Land Management
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to prioritizing electing new leadership in that Congressional district, we must also ensure
that the land in this district is protected before it’s too late.

We strongly urge you to take action to permanently protect Gold by utilizing the Antiquities
Act by the end of your term. Itis vitally important that we safeguard Gold Butte’s
economic, as well as the cultural, and environmental benefits for future generations.

Sincerely,

o / / )
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Yvanna Cancela
Political Director, Culinary Union 226

cc: Senator Reid
Congresswoman Titus
Christy Goldfuss. Managing Director, White House Council on Environmental Quality
Sally Jewell, Secretary, U.S. Department of Interior
Neil Kornze, Director, Bureau of Land Management
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Deseret News

Letter: PLI a bad bill

Deseret News, March 13 2016
By Heather Dove

The PLI doesn’t protect Bears Ears, an
irreplaceable natural and cultural treasure.

I attended the March 2 Public Lands Initiative
hearing, representing Great Salt Lake Audubon
and its 1,600 members who have been
summarily excluded by Rep. Rob Bishop. The
PLI recognizes the desires of a small fraction (5
percent) of Utahns that Bishop invited into the
process; 95 percent of Utahns, including Native
Americans, and the American public who own
this land, were ignored, as demonstrated by the
absence of the Utah delegation at the hearing.

The PLI appears on the surface to protect
wildlands and provide benefit to people and
wildlife, but in fact it is a vehicle for promoting
extractive industries. It doesn’t provide a
balanced approach for conservation and

economic benefit. It promotes unsustainable
boom and bust extractive industries, at the
expense of our public lands, the climate and our
children’s future.

The PLI doesn’t protect Bears Ears, an
irreplaceable natural and cultural treasure. It
doesn’t protect wilderness or national
conservation areas in accordance with
established standards. It undercuts existing
national park airshed protections. It promotes
degradation of wildlife habitat and allows
industrial activities adjacent to and within wild
and scenic areas. It’s simply a bad bill and does
not represent the majority of Utahns, Native
Americans nor the American people.

Heather Dove
Salt Lake City


















federal agencies which already have stakes
in some of the land: the National Park
Service, the Forest Service and the Bureau
of Land Management.

Mining would be prohibited in the new
monument, as would the building of new
roads. Traffic on existing roads would be
strictly monitored. Hunting, recreation and

enjoyment of the arches, canyons and other
natural wonders would be permitted. Natives
would be allowed to continue to gather
traditional medicines, herbs and plants and
to practice sacred ceremonies without public
disturbance.

President Obama has not announced his
decision yet.
























would not provide adequate protection for
Bears Ears. In absence of a strong bill to do
just that, we must come together as a
community of supporters for these public
lands, to ensure they are not developed,

destroyed, looted or lined with drilling pads.

People don’t come from around the world,
or even from neighboring states, to visit
lands that have lost their historic, scenic,
ecological and divine values. We come here
to experience the peace and beauty of this
magnificent area. We come here to hike and
camp and explore places such as Mule

Canyon, Grand Gulch, Cedar Mesa, Dark
Canyon, Comb Wash, Owl Canyon, Elk
Ridge, Recapture Wash, and to raft the
Colorado, climb canyon walls and bike the
endless trails.

These lands should be protected as they
were, as they are, and as they should remain.
Bears Ears deserves national monument
status for all of us — including those who
came before us and have left their sacred
mark in this region, and, especially, for
future generations.






recreational access and long-term resource many threats to the national parks and the
protection. broader landscape in eastern Utah that we all

The discussion draft of the PLI does not hold dear. |
represent a balanced approach to resolving
Utah's public land issues and in fact includes





























































Juan Palma, former Utah director of the BLM,
took to the podium at the event, emphasizing
that his heritage has a deep connection to the
land and the voices of Latino people should be
included in the public lands planning process.

“Public lands are a salvation to me,” he said.
After his remarks, he said he could not support
Bishop's proposal as written, noting specifically
that its provisions for grazing — allotments can
only go up and not decrease — go against the
reality of managing landscapes for droughts and
other threats.

Organizers of Wednesday’s hearing — which
was standing room only — said they put on the
citizen event to make sure Utah residents’
voices were heard in the land planning process.

County.

Although Bishop said there would be
opportunity for comment on his draft bill, Terri
Martin with the Utah Wilderness Coalition said
there's been no meaningful outreach.

Scott Groene, executive director of the
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance, said
Bishop’s measure has to be derailed before it
gains any momentum.

“If we stop the Public Lands Initiative, we open
the door for President Obama to protect the
Bears Ears,” he said.

An inter-tribal coalition has called for the
designation of a new national monument to
protect cultural resources in a 1.9 million acre
area in San Juan







































breathing. That is how we understand reality and
how we reflect on the Bears Ears landscape.”

For the Zuni, the area of Cedar Mesa is part of
their medicine man society.

“It is very sacred. Our people emerged from the
Grand Canyon and were directed to find this
middle place of everlasting sunshine,”
Seowtewa said.

The coalition wants more native tribe
involvement if a monument is declared. A
proposed eight-person management commission
would include representatives from each of the
five tribes, plus officials from the Forest Service,
National Park Service and Bureau of Land
Management.

Pictures were distributed among the audience of
looted ruins, burned wickiups (a traditional Ute
dwelling), off-trail motorized damage, oil and
gas development and attempted theft of rock art.

“Protection of the area is long overdue. It’s been
defaced, violated by grave robbers and heavily
impacted by industry,” said Willie Grayeyes,
chairman of the Dine Bikeyah, a group that
seeks a voice on ancestral lands off the
reservation,

As for Obama? The president and Interior
Secretary Sally Jewell have held meetings with
tribal leaders in the Southwest, and Obama has
hinted that Bears Ears may be on his list of
monuments to declare.

“I reiterated my commitment to working with
tribal nations to protect your natural resources
and honor your heritage as we did with Denali,
Obama said at the Tribal Nations conference,
Nov. 5, 2015. “So moving forward, we’ll also
review tribal proposals to permanently protect
sacred lands for future generations.”
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However, there are conservative politicians in
Utah who are attempting to strip people of their
identity to have the legal right to destroy a
landscape pre-dating even them. And for what?
A few extra bucks in their pocket as if they
didn’t already have enough? Don’t they know
we’ve ruined a sufficient amount of land
belonging to those who came before us?

For some reason people continue to believe
America’s ethnocentric, colonial conquering
ways enables them to do whatever they please to
the natural environment.

“We want to preserve,” Vice Chair of the Utah
Diné Bikéyah board of trustees Leonard Lee said
according to the Navajo Times. “Non-Natives
told us, though, that Bears Ears isn’t Native
land.”

But under the Antiquities Act of 1906, the
stretch of mountain valicy could become a 1.9
million acre national park. It is already the site
of “over 100,000 archeological sites and 18
wilderness study areas and inventoried roadless
areas,” according to Alastair Lee Bitsoi’s article,
“Bears Ears coalition going straight to White
House” from the Navajo Times.

The state and large oil corporations argue by
putting the land under national protection,
economic and mining development will be
deterred.

Why does this battle reappear over and over
again? Haven’t we learned our lesson already?

“The protection’s already there for us,” a
member of the Navajo Harrison Johnson said.
“We don’t just go in there and tear up things.
We know how to take care of the land.”

If anything, people in Utah need a lesson on
landcare.

But this issue isn’t just about the possibility of
environmental degradation or the fight for a
national conservation area, it’s bigger — it’s
ethical, and traces back hundreds of years.

Americans still want to take and “tear up” what
isn’t theirs and never was theirs in the first
place.

For now, it’s a waiting game on Pres. Obama
and his pen.



Opinion: Who Really Deserves Ownership of Yosemite

Names

Hint: It’s not the National Park Service or Delaware North

By Chris Kalman Adventure Journal (blog) 3-29-16

There’s been a lot of press over the last few
months about the lawsuit the Delaware North
Company brought against the National Park
Service over the use of certain names that the
DNC quietly trademarked during its tenure as
the park’s sole concessionaire. This comes on
the heels of the DNC losing its lucrative contract
(which grossed $146 million in 2014) in June
2015 to Aramark.

$146 million is a lot of money, so the DNC is
understandably upset. But to quote Jack White,
they are acting like “a little girl yelling at her
brother ’cause she lost his ball.” In other words,
the place names, among them such well-known
and cherished icons as Ahwahnee, Wawona, and
even Yosemite itself, were never the property of
the DNC in the first place. These names are
property of the American people and the DNC is
holding them at ransom because they’re mad
they got ousted—or so the argument goes.

But if we’re going to entertain the notion that the
DNC has no rightful claim to these names (in
spite of the fact that they do technically own
their trademarks), it’s logical to extend the
question of ownership a step beyond the NPS
and “the American people” as well. After all,
just which “American people” are we talking
about? The ones that spoke those names (or at
least their proper derivatives) as part of their
language when they lived in the valley we now
call Yosemite? Or those who come to visit now
that the original inhabitants have been forcibly
removed or killed?

Although the battle has raged between the NPS
and the DNC, it also brings into high relief a
time-tested tradition of excluding Native
Americans, who arguably have the most valid
claim to America’s public lands of any user
group, from the discussion altogether.

Sadly, Yosemite’s sordid history is not the
exception to a shining rule of fair treatment of
First Peoples by the United States government.
Nor is it the only example of the NPS’ routine
dismissal of native concerns, culture, or values.
Consider South Dakota’s Mount Rushmore, for
example. The Sioux people who once worshiped
there certainly have causes for concern with this
national memorial, among them that it was built
on land the government took from them, the
Black Hills in particular are considered sacred
ground, and the monument celebrates the
European settlers who killed so many Native
Americans and appropriated their land.

National memorial, you say? Memorial to
whom? It is hard to find any iconic national
park, memorial, or monument in the United
States without an underrepresented understory of
oppression and abuse of native peoples. What
remains are gift shop trinkets, the occasional
feather-clad dancers performing for largely
white audiences, an interpretive placard here or
there, and a giant cheesy (at best) chief’s head to
announce the entrance to Sequoia National Park.
We can, and should, do better.

It’s easy to rant about the state of the world; it’s
far more difficult to come up with practical
solutions to deep-rooted problems. Yet in spite






Che New NJork Times

Letter: A National Monument in Utah

The New York Times
March 28, 2016

To the Editor:

Re “Remote Utah Landscape Becomes a
Conservation Battleground” (front page, March
13):

Tribes have proposed land conservation as the
solution to land-use challenges in southeast
Utah, and we do not view our ancestral
homeland as a battleground between state and
federal control. The Bears Ears landscape is
symbolic of the rich history and culture of our
Native ancestors and serves as a place of
healing, not division.

It is disappointing to see a small number of Utah
elected officials try to divide communities, and
now our country, over our dire need to stop the
looting and desecration of sacred sites and
antiquities in Utah.

Gov. Gary Herbert has insisted that protecting
this land will be divisive, when 66 percent of

Utahns and 86 percent of Navajos in Utah
support designation of Bears Ears as a national
monument. Instead, he should be bringing all
parties together.

Healing is the main purpose of our proposal, and
this means acting as if we all live in one country,
not separate states, tribes and political parties.
Healing is about uniting to protect important
lands like Bears Ears by understanding the
spiritual and cultural significance of this place to
everyone.

I, like many others, believe that Bears Ears can
bring Utah and America together, not divide us.

WILLIE GRAYEYES
Chairman, Utah Diné Bikéyah
Tonalea, Ariz.















sadden and sickened our ancestors, and that
sense of loss and outrage continues today.”

In a community meeting regarding the proposal
March 20, Albert Holiday, member of the
UDB board, said that there are plants used as
herbal medicine in Bears Ears.

“We want to designate it (Bears Ears) ‘Shash

Jaa’ National Monument,
Navajo. “We need your input.”

Holiday said in

Mary Jane Yazzie, member of the UDB board
and a representative from the White Mesa Ute
tribe, said the Nodda’i people have allotted lands
in Allen Canyon near the buttes.

“Herb- and nut-gathering, willow tree-cutting,
you name it, we used to gather those things
around Bears ears,” Yazzie said on behalf of her
tribe.

For one young woman, Shine Salt, student at
Northern Arizona University and a
correspondent or the Times, the Bears Ears
issues has become a research topic for a
capstone course.

“Our old hogans are being burnt down and our
old corrals are no longer there,” said Salt. “You
can only see an outline.”

Salt said she will be presenting her research
soon in Reno, Nev.

The Oljato Chapter last November passed a
resolution in support of the national monument
by a vote of 40-0-0.

“Tribes and local residents are strongly in favor
of protecting the region as a national
monument,” UDB reported on its website.

While the UDB wants to protect Bears Ears
forever, there are at least S00 people who oppose
the idea.

“We can just go there and utilize it, getting our
resources,” Marie S. Holiday said. “Once it
becomes a national monument, we’re not going
to have that access like we do today.”

“We don’t want a national monument,” Holiday
added.

“We know what’s happening to Canyon de
Chelly where the people don’t have a say. We
see that with the tribal parks, (in which)
residents want infrastructure. They are having
problems.”






Utah counties should be preserved and which
should be developed.

We at the Grand Canyon Trust, along with our
partners in the conservation and recreation
communities, were inspired by the promise of
the PLI. We worked hard, making solid progress
early on, even reaching negotiated agreements in
two counties that struck a delicate balance that
ensured conservation came out ahead. But things
began to sour in 2015. One county broke from
our negotiated agreement and another excluded
everyone living outside the county when crafting
their proposal. Discussions elsewhere
deteriorated over too little wilderness and too
much fossil fuel development. Despite our best
efforts at compromise, by mid-2015 it become
clear that “consensus” was no longer
Representative Bishop’s goal.

In January 2016, Bishop released a draft of his
PLI, and it’s a big step backwards for
conservation in Utah. The bill would actually
weaken existing on-the-ground protections for
Utah’s best wilderness-quality lands.
Representative Bishop, long known as a friend
to industry, is using the PLI as a vehicle to float
all kinds of new legislative language — from
weakening the Wilderness Act of 1964 to
transferring tens of thousands of acres and more
than nine thousand public roads over to state
ownership — just to name three of the bill’s many
poison pills.

Though consensus compromise has failed in the
PLI, there is a bright ray of hope on the horizon.
A historic coalition of five sovereign Native
American Tribal Governments (Navajo, Hopi,
Uintah and Ouray Ute, Ute Mountain Ute, and
Zuni) has come together to propose a new
national monument for 1.9 million acres of

public lands around a place called Bears Ears in
southeastern Utah. Bears Ears is not only
beautiful, with outstanding hiking, climbing,
biking, boating, and camping opportunities, it is
a vibrant cultural landscape full of ancient
villages, cliff dwellings, and rock art that
continues to be vital to tribal communities across
the Colorado Plateau as a place of subsistence,
spirituality, healing, and contemplation.

The Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition’s
landmark proposal calls upon the president to
use the Antiquities Act of 1906 to create a new
national monument for Bears Ears. The
Antiquities Act was created to protect
archaeologically and culturally significant
resources, but for the first time tribes are
petitioning the president for a national
monument that calls for joint management
between the tribes and the federal government.

The Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition’s inspiring
campaign has healing at its core — for the land
and for all people — and the Obama
administration is taking notice. At the 2015
Native Nations Conference in December,
President Obama promised: “we will review
tribal proposals to permanently protect sacred
lands for future generations.”

Bears Ears represents the best shot at permanent
protection in Utah in nearly two decades. We at
the Grand Canyon Trust support the efforts of
the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition. We’re
very excited about Bear Ears and we hope you
are too! You can help make sure 2016 is the
“Year of Bears Ears” by signing the petition to
President Obama in support of the tribes to
permanently protect Bears Ears as a national
monument. You can learn more about the effort
at http://www.protectbearsears.org/.









The information on Bishop’s website said PLI
works to provide “certainty and opportunity” for
all types of land users, noting the plan would
bring increased mineral and energy production.

“While some may oppose provisions related to
multiple-use, these opponents should support the
fact that the conservation provisions outnumber
opportunity provisions by a 4-to-1 margin,” the
information about PLI on Bishop’s website
states. “Compromise is key to legislation.”

But in an interview after the rally, Christian
disagreed the PLI symbolizes compromise.

“If you’re going to call it a compromise then you
have to address the majority of Utah citizens and
not completely ignore requests from a coalition
of Native American tribes that have held these
lands sacred for hundreds of years,” Christian
said. “How it currently stands, the Public Lands
is completely inadequate; it’s a public lands
giveaway.”

Christian was referring to the fact that some
Native Americans told media outlets the PLI
draft bill “adds insult to injury,” and
conservationists say it does more harm than
good.

Christian also called PLI a fossil fuel
development bill.

“They think they’re creating jobs — which is
true, they do create jobs — but it’s temporary;
it’s boom and bust,” the USU student said.
“These companies come in and extract, and
when the wells run dry, the town overnight
vanishes, loses jobs, displaces families. In the
long run, it’s much worse for the county than
providing sustainable forms of income. ... These
are public lands that we travel to, and they’re
incredibly tarnished when you start throwing oil
wells in.”

Samantha Hawkins, a BYU student who helped
organize the event, said the student voice on the
PLI matter is an important one and adds a
unique perspective.

“Our generation seems to be more active in
taking a stance on environmental issues.
Students frequent these lands for recreation and
for solitude far more than any other
demographic,” she wrote in an email.

She continued, “We care about the state of the
earth, and we want our children and
grandchildren to be able to experience the same
lands that shaped our friendships, our education
our faith and our entire world view. The PLI
rolls back protections from these lands that we
care so deeply about, which is why we want to
raise our voices against the PLL.”
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The question of how much land should be
protected and in what manner has sparked
contradictory assertions among Native
Americans about who speaks for who and what
ideological position should prevail.

Last Friday, San Juan County Commissioner
Rebecca Benally said local, Utah Navajo do not
want a monument designation for the area
because it would interfere with Native American
uses on the land. She added that it is offensive
that others want to create a monument in the
name of "romanticizing" the Native Americans
and by pandering.

Willie Grayeyes, chairman of the Navajo
conservation nonprofit Utah Dine Bikeyah, in

response stressed that Native Americans are
united locally and nationally to see the
"treasures" of Bears Ears protected and Benally
is in the minority.

Students on Tuesday emphasized they beliecve
the public lands planning process behind
Bishop's proposal caters to oil and gas
development — one student repeated the
environmental movement's mantra of "Keep It in
the Ground" — and not enough landscapes are
protected for their natural value.

The measure is flawed, said Westminster
College's Eyrie Horton, because it includes 2.5
million acres as energy zones and is a "broken
crutch"” that props up fossil fuels.












and Montezuma Creek, where nodding pump
jacks draw up oil, packs of wild horses dart
across the roads, and occasional cars of tourists
pull over to snap photos.

Harrison Johnson said his Diné ancestors (more
commonly called Navajos) hunted and lived in
the Bears Ears region long before Utah was
Utah. People still go there to hunt elk or deer,
gather wood for fence posts and herbs for
ceremonies. And he said he wanted no more
federal oversight of the land. “The protection’s
already there for us,” Mr. Johnson said. “We
don’t just go in there and tear up things. We
know how to take care of the land.”

But Malcolm Lehi, a Ute Mountain Ute tribal
council member, said it was time for tribes to
have a more equal footing in caring for the
West’s pristine places. On a recent hike past the
rock-art carvings and old dwellings, it was so
still that he could hear a bird’s wings beating as
it whooshed past him.

“It stopped me in my tracks,” Mr. Lehi said.
“The past has never left us. It is present to this
day, and I heard the past come back alive.”









SEC. . REQUIREMENTS FOR
ESTABLISHMENT OR EXPANSION OF NATIONAL
MONUMENTS IN THE STATE OF UTAH.

Effective during the period beginning on the
date of enactment of this Act and ending on the

date that is 1 year after that date, no
establishment or expansion of a National
Monument in the State of Utah shall be carried
out unless expressly authorized by Act of
Congress.









encouraged by our elders, ancestors, and the
many tribes who support our efforts.

Once a national monument is created, we
must work together to help educate visitors,
locals and, most importantly, the younger
generations. We must listen to the history of
the early settlers and their stories and
historical connections to this area to make
sure existing and future management plans
are founded on a clear understanding of the
value of this land.

We believe Bears Ears should be protected,
for all people; the laws to make this a reality

exist. It is up to Native Americans to ask the
United States government to use them to
protect these lands, which are part of our
past, and our present. We are all human
beings at the end of the day, breathing in the
same air, walking on the same land and
citizens of the same United States of
America.

Regina Lopez-Whiteskunk is the head
councilwoman of Ute Mountain Ute Tribe and a
member of the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition.
She lives in Towaoc.
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Juan Palma, former Utah director of the BLM,
took to the podium at the event, emphasizing
that his heritage has a deep connection to the
land and the voices of Latino people should be
included in the public lands planning process.

“Public lands are a salvation to me,” he said.
After his remarks, he said he could not support
Bishop's proposal as written, noting specifically
that its provisions for grazing — allotments can
only go up and not decrease — go against the
reality of managing landscapes for droughts and
other threats.

Organizers of Wednesday’s hearing — which
was standing room only — said they put on the
citizen event to make sure Utah residents’
voices were heard in the land planning process.

County.

Although Bishop said there would be
opportunity for comment on his draft bill, Terri
Martin with the Utah Wilderness Coalition said
there's been no meaningful outreach.

Scott Groene, executive director of the
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance, said
Bishop’s measure has to be derailed before it
gains any momentum.

“If we stop the Public Lands Initiative, we open
the door for President Obama to protect the
Bears Ears,” he said.

An inter-tribal coalition has called for the
designation of a new national monument to
protect cultural resources in a 1.9 million acre
area in SanJuan









"What is driving Utah's economy is not the
dying extractive industries, but outdoor
tourism and film," Metcalf said. "Protecting
wild landscapes and are absolutely integral
to our state's vibrant economic future."”

Many speakers described the PLI as a
prelude to Utah's ultimate goal of "seizing"
control of 31 million acres of public lands.

NPCA's Erika Pollard said her group was
"shocked" by many items in the draft, which
marks a dramatic departure from current law
and land management norms. Bishop's draft
would hamstring the National Park Service
and other federal agencies' ability to protect
wilderness and other natural values, as well
as their cultural resources.

She highlighted a controversial provision
that would resolve thousands of disputed

road claims in favor of the counties, totaling
some 10,000 miles of routes, many inside
parks.

"Within park boundaries, travel management
by the National Park Service is critical to
achieve the flow and volume of visitors into
the parks enabling them to meet goals for
recreational access and long-term resource
protection," Pollard said. "The discussion
draft of the PLI does not represent a
balanced approach to resolving Utah's public
land issues and in fact includes many threats
to the national parks and the broader
landscape in eastern Utah that we all hold
dear."
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Native Americans represented by the BEITC are asking for an equal voice in land management and
for protection of a large and significant ancestral landscape containing more than 100,000
archaeological sites. Your proposal falls well short of meeting our needs.

The Draft confirms the inequitable treatment of Tribes over the past three years and our need to
seek other means of protecting the living cultural landscape we call Bears Ears.

Respectfully,

Alfred Lomahquahu Eric Descheenie

Hopi Tribe Vice-Chairman & Executive Staff Assistant, Navajo Nation Office of the
Co-Chair Bears Ears President and Vice President & Co-Chair, Bears

Inter-Tribal Coalition Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition




















































































































































































Lyman Kellstedt
Santa Fe, NM 87507

Marianne Lappin
Las Cruces, NM 88011

Benjamin Luchini
Las Cruces, NM 88011

Paul Lusk
Albuquerque, NM 87105

Bruce MacKay
Albuquerque, NM 87102

GeorgeMaloof
Santa Fe, NM 87508

Pepper Marts
Albuquerque, NM 87104

Kenneth Mayers
Santa Fe, NM 87508

DonaldMorgan
Los Lunas, NM 87031

Alfred Mosacarella
El Prado, NM 87529

Earl Nissen
Las Cruces, NM 88005

Peter Ossorio
Las Cruces, NM 88005

Reece Parker
Albuquerque, NM 87123

John Roche
Edgewood, NM 87015

Robert Rosas
Albuquerque, NM 87108

Howard Sapon
Albuquerque, NM 87111

John Slattery
Santa Fe, NM 87507

Alicia Spurlock
Albuquerque, NM 87112

Robert J Sunde, Jr.
Rio Rancho, NM 87124

John Turnbull
Santa Fe, NM 87508

Lee Valentine
Santa Fe, NM 87507

Peter Voris
Las Cruces, NM 88007

Clark Walding
Cerrillos, NM 87010

Robert Wells
Roswell, NM 88201

CC: The Honorable Sally Jewell, Secretary of the Interior
CC: The Honorable Tom Vilsack, Secretary of Agriculture
CC: Christy Goldfuss, Managing Director, White House Council on Environmental Quality



























Wilderness: Within the boundaries, approximately 500,000 acres have been identified by various groups
as haﬁng wilderness character. This includes a core of four Wilderness Study areas (Grand Gulch, Road
Canyon, Fish Creek, and Mule Canyon WSAs), as well as US Forest Service Roadless Areas. Friends of
Cedar Mesa encourages a thoughtful process of designating wilderness within the NCA/NM that takes
into consideration traditional uses and potential conflicts between wilderness and other uses.

State Lands: FCM envisions trading out state lands in the area for parcels in areas more suitable for
development. The current patchwork of jurisdictions is not conducive to good protection for cultural

resources.

Roads: With few exceptions, Friends of Cedar Mesa supports the current BLM, NPS, and USFS travel
plans for the area and would not support significant access restrictions or openings beyond those plans.
Woodcutting and Grazing: While FCM advocates for better management of grazing and woodcutting to
protect cultural resources, we would envision these traditional uses continuing. Grazing improvements
on state lands could be grandfathered on federal lands. Some setbacks from wilderness areas could

allow for continued woodcutting near existing roads.

Energy Development: Although limited energy development may occur within the area, this kind of
industrialization is inconsistent with the natural and archaeological richness of the area. As such,
supports a mineral withdrawl! from the area and encourages development to be concentrated in other

areas of San Juan CO and Utah.
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Leader Jim Dunnigan actually called for a “point of order” to stop Noel from talking — rarely do you see a
GOP leader so correct one of his caucus members on the floor.

There was also a House fight over which native Americans, especially Navajos, oppose Bears Ears
Monument and which support it.

“We're getting transgender bathrooms (for school children, another Obama issue),” said Ivory in an
open GOP House caucus. “And we’re getting Bears Ears.”

Still, the question, said several GOP legislators, is how to fight in court what Obama is bringing.

If Obama creates a national monument in Utah, a court fight is clearly coming.





















Supporter: Bruce Babbitt
Published by: The Los Angeles Times

Op Ed: It’'s Time for Obama to make Bears Ears in Utah a National Monument

By: Bruce Babbitt
January 21, 2016

Out west, there's a group proposing alternative ways of managing federal lands. It isn't the one
occupying that wildlife refuge in Oregon; it's a coalition of Native American tribes that has proposed a
new type of national monument in southern Utah.

Navajo, Hopi, Ute and Zuni tribal members — the original occupants of this region — are seeking, in
their words, “to work constructively and respectfully with the Federal agencies” to protect nearly 2
million acres of their ancestral lands.

Navajo, Hopi, Ute and Zuni tribal members — the original occupants of this region -- are seeking ... to
protect nearly 2 million acres of their ancestral lands.

Across the centuries native groups have left evidence of their occupancy in the remains of thousands of
stone villages, cliff dwellings, hogans, pit houses and granaries. In recent decades an increasing number
of visitors have been drawn to the spectacular landscape in this remote corner of Utah, east of the
Colorado River and south of Canyonlands National Park. The region also has attracted vandals intent on
grave robbing and looting these prehistoric sites. Miners and ranchers have at times denied tribes
access to sacred sites and areas for gathering medicinal herbs and plants.

Tribal leaders are not demanding return of these ancestral lands. They acknowledge that public lands
are part of our national patrimony, and should be held in perpetuity for the use and enjoyment of all
Americans.

The tribes are, however, seeking a larger role in the protection of their sacred sites and access to places
of ceremonial importance. Management of the land, they contend, should incorporate traditional
knowledge and respect for the spiritual values inherent in the natural world. In the words of a Ute tribal
member, Malcolm Lehi, “We can still hear the songs and prayers of our ancestors on every mesa and in
every canyon.

For nearly five years tribal representatives met with local residents, state officials and congressman Rob
Bishop, a Utah Republican who claimed to be drafting consensus land-use legislation that would address
their concerns. Talks failed to reach agreement.

So in October the tribes submitted a petition to President Obama, requesting he designate this area a
national monument using his authority under the Antiquities Act. It would be called Bears Ears after a
distinctive landform rising above Cedar Mesa in the center of the region.




































That sort of action by the state government was not unexpected. What’s more worrisome is that the
United States Senate recently voted 51 to 49 on a nonbinding resolution to sell or give away nearly all
federal lands: national forests, Bureau of Land Management land, wilderness areas and wildlife refuges
— everything except the national parks and monuments. An earlier House resolution called for reducing
federal land holdings.

Against this tide, three environmental and cultural lobbying groups — Friends of Cedar Mesa, the
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance and the Navajo Diné Bikéyah — have put forth proposals to protect
Cedar Mesa. But this is not just about preserving wilderness.

Native Americans all over the Southwest still have powerful ancestral links to the mesa. Navajos have
hidden out on Cedar Mesa at various times since 1863, when many avoided capture by the United
States Army under Kit Carson, during the roundup that forced 9,000 Navajos to walk 300 miles to a
genocidal concentration camp on the eastern New Mexico plains.

The alliance advocates protecting the wilderness remaining at the heart of the Colorado Plateau in Utah,
about 9.5 million acres now under the aegis of the Bureau of Land Management. In 2009 a similar
proposal was presented to a subcommittee of the House Committee on Natural Resources.

Utah’s entire House delegation opposed it at the time, though Representative Rob Bishop, a Utah
Republican and now the chairman of that subcommittee, has been working to strike a deal that would
set aside new wilderness areas while also opening up other lands for such activities as oil and gas
exploration. Some wilderness advocates say they are guardedly optimistic about this effort.

I wish | were. In the 28 years I've been visiting Cedar Mesa, I've seen too many sites destroyed by
looters, too many others trampled by cattle, too many all-terrain-vehicle tracks in remote canyons, and
just last year, a new oil rig drilled deep among Ancestral Puebloan sites on Cyclone Flat on the north end
of the mesa.

There’s a showdown looming. Congress should designate Cedar Mesa a National Conservation Area,
which would provide enhanced protections to the area’s natural and cultural treasures, but without the
fanfare and throngs of visitors that often accompany the creation of new monuments or parks.
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places in the desert, and we support her efforts to preserve these areas for the benefit of future
generations. Opportunities like this to hear directly from the local and tribal communities about
their vision for conservation and land management are essential to our work as land managers."

"In addition to its diverse tribal heritage, the San Gorgonio Mountain region serves as an
important recreational hub for the 24 million people that are within a two-hour drive," said Bonnie.
"We appreciate hearing from such a broad range of voices today and we look forward to working
with all interested parties as the dialogue continues."

Today's visit builds on U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein's decades-long effort to protect the most
special places of the California desert and San Bernardino Mountain range and contributes to the
Obama Administration's ongoing work to support locally-driven efforts to preserve and protect
places that hold special meaning to communities across the country.

"In my view, the California desert is an American treasure that is highly worthy of preservation. |
think the public meeting today only further proved that," Sen. Feinstein said. "Public input in
desert conservation is absolutely vital. I've worked with the desert stakeholders for years, and |
know how diverse their views are-which makes discussions like these even more important. I'm
especially grateful that Deputy Secretary Connor and Under Secretary Bonnie attended and
were able to hear local goals for the desert, and | thank the Obama administration for
considering these monuments.”

Senator Feinstein's proposal would protect more than one million acres in San Bernardino
County as the Mojave Trails National Monument. The area, known for its spectacular vistas and
intact stretch of historic Route 66, would connect the Mojave National Preserve to the north with
Joshua Tree National Park to the south. The Sand to Snow National Monument would span up
to 140,000 acres from the snowy mountain peaks of the San Bernardino National Forest to the
desert sands of Joshua Tree National Park, including some of the most biologically and
culturally rich areas in southern California. The Castle Mountains National Monument would add
20,000 acres of key desert grassland to be managed by the National Park Service as a part of
the Mojave National Preserve while respecting existing mining operations in the area.

Today's public meeting included speakers from area tribes, local governments, off-highway
vehicle users, and conservation organizations. The meeting also provided ample opportunity for
public comment.

As part of their visit, Deputy Secretary Connor and Under Secretary Bonnie, alongside other
state and local community members, toured portions of the proposed monument area within the
Mojave Desert. The California desert provides significant recreation opportunities for local
communities, for the nearby Los Angeles and San Diego metropolitan areas, and for visitors
from around the world. The area contains opportunities for off-highway vehicle travel, hiking,
camping, mountain biking, and rock climbing. These uses would be protected under Sen.
Feinstein's proposal.






bill. If Congress won't act, then | look forward to continuing to work with Secretary Jewell,
Undersecretary Bonnie and the Obama Administration on plans to permanently protect the
Berryessa Snow Mountain region as a national monument.”

“The Berryessa Snow Mountain Region is a natural treasure at the heart of the 3rd District,”
Congressman Garamendi said. “This region's rugged beauty helps sustain outdoor recreation
businesses, serves as a valuable source of water, and provides critical habitats for our wildlife.
It was vitally important to hear from our friends and neighbors in the community on how we can
best preserve Berryessa Snow Mountain now and into the future. | look forward to translating
these ideas into sound public policy.”

As part of their visit, Congressmen Thompson took Jewell, USDA officials and other state and
local community members to portions of the proposed national conservation area within BLM's
Cache Creek Wilderness. The 27,245-acre wilderness contains spectacular scenery, including
steep canyons, scenic rivers, rolling oak woodlands and elaborate springtime wildflower
displays.

The Berryessa Snow Mountain area provides significant recreation opportunities for people in the
nearby San Francisco and Sacramento metropolitan areas, as well as visitors from around the
world. The area contains opportunities for hiking, camping, boating, fishing, mountain biking,
off-highway vehicle use and other types of recreation.

The area is known as a botanical ‘hotspot' for its rich diversity of plant species like the Sargent's
cypress and serpentine willow and provides habitat for dozens of iconic California birds and
animals including bald and golden eagles, black bears, mountain lions and herds of wild tule elk.
The landscape rises from near sea level in the south to over 7,000 feet in the north, supporting
such diverse ecosystems as the blue oak woodlands near Putah Creek in the south and the
sub-alpine habitat within the Snow Mountain Wilderness.









Secretary Jewell Visits Iconic New Mexico Landscapes

Joins Public Meeting hosted by Senators Udall, Heinrich to Hear from Community on Proposals
to Protect and Enhance Public Lands in Dofia Ana County and to Boost Tourism, Outdoor
Recreation Economy

January 24th, 2014
Department of Interior Press Release

LAS CRUCES, NM - Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell today wrapped up a two-day visit to
south central New Mexico where she joined Senators Tom Udall and Martin Heinrich for a public
meeting to hear from the community about its vision for the management of public lands in Dofa
Ana County. The visit builds on the Secretary's work to support locally driven efforts to preserve
and protect places that hold special meaning to communities across the country.

“This morning | had the opportunity to hike part of Broad Canyon and look back over Las
Cruces, and it's immediately clear why New Mexico is known as the ‘Land of Enchantment,”
said Jewell. “Dofia Ana County is a place rich with history, culture, wildlife and opportunities to
enjoy the great outdoors — whether that's hunting or hiking. Over the past few years we've seen
a groundswell of support from many in the community to ensure that these landscapes are
celebrated and passed on to the generations of New Mexicans to come. Those efforts also have
the potential to drive significant economic benefits to the region through a boost in tourism and
outdoor recreation.”

Jewell visited New Mexico at the invitation of Senators Udall and Heinrich, who have introduced
legislation to establish the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument. The proposal
would conserve and enhance scenic, recreational and culturally significant lands that are
managed by Interior's Bureau of Land Management — including the Organ, Dofia Ana, Potrillo,
Robledo and Uvas mountains surrounding Las Cruces.

A recent independent study estimates that a new national monument could generate $7.4 million
in new economic activity annually from new visitors and business opportunities.

“Passing the Organ Mountains Desert Peaks Conservation Act would help create jobs and build
a stronger economy here in Southern New Mexico. I'm very glad we had the opportunity to show
off this special area for Secretary Jewell,” Udall said. “The Organ Mountains Desert Peaks
region is beloved in the community, and it was important for the Secretary to hear from a diverse
group of people here in Las Cruces about their vision for the future of this region. | thank the
Secretary for taking time out to learn more about this incredible asset and to hear directly from
New Mexicans.”

“I'm grateful for the opportunity to host Secretary Jewell in our state and to hear directly from the
community about their vision for managing our treasured public lands,” said Heinrich. “New
Mexicans have a deep connection to the outdoors ~ whether for hunting or hiking or other






To the southwest of Las Cruces is the Potrillo Mountains Complex, characterized by cinder
cones, volcanic craters, and basalt lava flows in the open desert landscape. They too have
abundant wildlife, significant prehistoric cultural and historic sites, and serve as a popular
destination for outdoor recreation.

The Bureau of Land Management's National Conservation Lands contain some of the West's
most spectacular landscapes. They include more than 887 federally recognized areas
comprising approximately 27 million acres of National Monuments, National Conservation Areas,
Wilderness Areas, Wilderness Study Areas, Wild and Scenic Rivers, National Scenic and
Historic Trails, and Conservation Lands of the California Desert.



ProgressNow NM: US Dept of Interior to hold public meeting on Organ
Mountains designation with Senators Udall, Heinrich

January 22nd, 2014

The US Department of Interior is inviting the public to join Senators Tom Udall, Martin Heinrich
and Interior Secretary Sally Jewell for a public meeting this Friday in Las Cruces.

In 2012, ProgressNowNM joined cohorts in Colorado and Nevada with the “Monumental West”
campaign to engage more New Mexicans in the long-standing efforts by national and in-state
groups to designate the Rio Grande del Norte and Organ Mountains wilderness areas as national
monuments. At least 175 local organizations have joined in support of a national monument
designation for the Organ Mountains area.

A number of proposals for monument designation have been introduced in Congress. Tea Party
Rep. Steve Pearce introduced a measure to designate a small portion of the area as a
monument, but also includes large, and many say unnecessary, carve-outs for continued use of
the land.

Senators Udall and Heinrich have jointly sponsored legislation that would designate about a
half-million acres of land around the Organ, Dofa Ana, Potrillo, Robledo and Uvas mountains as
a national monument. DOI’s event Friday is co-hosted with the senators.

In similar fashion, then-Secretary Ken Salazar held a standing room only public meeting in Taos
in December 2012 to discuss designations for the Rio Grande del Norte area. The following
March, President Obama designated the area a national monument.

Supporters of a similar proposal hope that Friday’s meeting and review by Secretary Jewell
continues the Organ Mountains designation down a similar path.



Secretary Jewell to Join Senators Udall, Heinrich in Visit to New Mexico

01/21/2014

LAS CRUCES, N.M. — On Friday, January 24, Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell will join
New Mexico Senators Tom Udall and Martin Heinrich in a visit to the Organ Mountains region of
south-central New Mexico. While there, Jewell will spend time exploring the area and will attend
a public meeting hosted by Senators Udall and Heinrich regarding the community’s vision to
preserve, protect and enhance some of the public lands located in Dofa Ana County.

The Organ Mountains stand just east of Las Cruces, extending for 20 miles and rising to nearly
9,000 feet in elevation. The area is home to a diversity of wildlife, including peregrine falcons
and other raptors, as well as mountain lions and other mammals. The Bureau of Land
Management currently manages over one million acres in Dofia Ana County which is a popular
destination for outdoor recreation, including hiking, camping, hunting and mountain biking. The
area also hosts significant prehistoric cultural and historic sites.

At the invitation of the two Senators, Jewell will join Udall and Heinrich, as well as Principal
Deputy Director at the Bureau of Land Management Neil Kornze, for a public listening session
on the community’s conservation priorities in the area. The community meeting will take place
Friday at 3pm MST at the Ramada Palms Las Cruces.”









With completion of several land acquisitions, in part funded by the Land and Water Conservation
Fund, the public now has unfettered access to 12 miles of federal and state-managed public
lands, from the community of Point Arena north to Manchester State Beach.

The lands provide breathtaking vantage points for the rocks, islands and exposed reefs of the
California Coastal National Monument, which was established in 2000. Point Arena community
leaders have led efforts for protection and increased recognition of these public lands.

Administered by the Bureau of Land Management, the Stornetta Public Lands, located along the
Mendocino County coast just north of the town of Point Arena, include more than two miles of
coastline, the estuary of the Garcia River and adjacent beach, and a small island accessible
during low tide. Stornetta borders the Pacific Ocean and the historic Point Arena Lighthouse on
the west. To the north it is bordered by Manchester State Park. To the east it is bordered by
State Highway 1 and Windy Hollow County Road.

In addition to providing recreation access for residents and visitors to the southern Mendocino
County coast, the property provides an outdoor classroom setting immediately adjacent to Point
Arena schools, and is within easy reach of a community college and a state university. The
lands are recognized by several state and federal agencies as containing significant natural
resources, including important wildlife habitat, several riparian corridors, extensive wetlands,
ponds and other water sources, cypress groves, meadows and sand dunes.

The area is important habitat for migratory waterfowl, shore birds and raptors, as well as several
endangered or threatened species, such as the Point Arena mountain beaver, Behren's silver
spot butterfly, western snowy plover, California red-legged frog, and salmon and steelhead that
live in the Garcia River. The Garcia River is prime Coho and Chinook salmon habitat.

The Bureau of Land Management's National Conservation Lands contain some of the West's
most spectacular landscapes. They include more than 887 federally recognized areas
comprising approximately 27 million acres of National Monuments, National Conservation Areas,
Wilderness Areas, Wilderness Study Areas, Wild and Scenic Rivers, National Scenic and
Historic Trails, and Conservation Lands of the California Desert.



Udall, Heinrich & Lujan: Protect Rio Grande del Norte
February 7th, 2013
Rep. Tom Udall Press Release

WASHINGTON - U.S. Senators Tom Udall, Martin Heinrich and Representative Ben Ray Lujan,
have reintroduced legislation in the Senate and House to protect the Rio Grande del Norte in
Northern New Mexico, an area comprised of more than 240,000 acres of BLM-managed lands in
Taos and Rio Arriba Counties.

Since 2009, the three lawmakers and former Sen. Jeff Bingaman have worked -- with the
support of the local communities -- to pass legislation to designate the culturally and
recreationally significant lands as a National Conservation Area.

"Some of Northern New Mexico's most historically and culturally rich treasures can be found in
these areas," said Udall. "The residents of Taos and Rio Arriba counties have joined us in an
effort to protect their incredible landscapes and ensure the lands remain accessible for the
benefit of locals and visitors. | was proud to take up this initiative with Jeff Bingaman and we
will work to see that the preservation of the Rio Grande del Norte is part of his lasting legacy.”

"The Rio Grande del Norte is home to a great deal of New Mexico's history and culture," said
Heinrich. "There are many important traditional, cultural, and religious sites in the Rio Grande del
Norte that are still in use today. These lands are also important to residents and visitors who
come for the recreation opportunities, like hunting and fishing, and who bring a lot of resources
into New Mexico's economy, especially rural communities. | am proud to work with my
colleagues on this initiative, especially with former Senator Jeff Bingaman, who championed this
cause. We will continue his efforts to preserve these lands for future generations.”

“Living in New Mexico we have a special connection with the majestic land we are blessed to
live on, and the Rio Grande del Norte is one of the crowning jewels in our state," Congressman
Ben Ray Lujan said. "Whether it is for recreation or farming, sustaining a way of life or finding
inspiration, the Rio Grande del Norte impacts all those who visit and all those who live off the
sustenance it provides. Protecting this land should be a top priority, and Secretary Salazar's visit
to Taos in December of last year reinforced that there is overwhelming support by the local
community to do so."

The House Natural Resources Committee and the Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee both held hearings on the legislation last congress.
























































































































For ull of these reasons, | respectfully encourage you to use your suthority under the Antiquities
Act of 1906 to include thesc unique public lends in the Californis Coestal National Monument.
The preservation of these lands will ensure that local residents and visitors from around the
world can enjoy Califoria’s spectacular beauty ~ and one of the most beautiful coastal arcas im
the county ~ for generations to come.

Sincerely,

MIKE WO\E% a

Member of Congress

cc:  Nancy Sutley, Chair, Council on Environmental Quality
Kenneth Salazar, Secretary, U.S. Department of interior
Mike Pool; Acting Director, Burcau of Land Management, U.S. Department of Interior
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Waco Tribune: National Park Service chief to visit Waco Mammoth Site
Posted: Wednesday, April 1, 2015 6:01 pm
By J.B. SMITH jbsmith@wacotrib.com

The Waco Mammoth Site is getting its most impaortant visitor yet: National Park Service director Jon
Jarvis, who could be instrumental in getting the property declared a national monument.

Jarvis will tour the site Monday, then attend a public meeting to gauge the community’s support for
the federal designation.

Local backers are hoping for a big turnout at the meeting, set for 6:30 p.m. Monday at the Mayborn
Center’s SBC Theatre, 1300 University Parks Drive.

“To have a show of support for the national monument designation would be wonderful,” said
Tommye Lou Davis, a Baylor University vice president involved in the effort. “We know the support
is there. We know the community for a long time has been with us on the treasure that the
mammoth site is for the community and Texas.”

A delegation of Waco, Baylor and National Parks Conservation Association officials visited Interior
Department officials in Washington, D.C., last October to make the case for a national monument.
The city of Waco and the Waco Mammoth Foundation, which together spent $4 million developing
the site as an educational attraction, have been seeking the status for more than a decade.

Several bills introduced in Congress have stalled under partisan fights over funding, leading local
officials to try an alternative route: asking President Barack Obama to declare it a national
monument under the Antiquities Act through an executive order. Obama already has used that
power to declare 16 sites as national monuments.

Waco Mammoth Foundation chairwoman Gayle Lacy said she thinks the Washington visit helped
persuade Jarvis to visit the site. She said that while there is no guarantee that Jarvis will recommend
the site as a national monument, this is Waco’s chance to make a strong case for it.

“I think it’s a positive step,” she said. “We want to give the director a positive indication that the
community is behind the designation and that we’ve waited and we’re really anxious for it to
become a national monument. We have all the qualifications for it.”









and prisoners of war. The camp held approximately 320 internees and became the largest prisoner-of-
war camp in Hawai‘i. Honouliuli was the largest and longest-used World War Il internment camp in
Hawai'i.

The NPS held a series of public meetings throughout Hawai‘i during May and June 2014 to present the
draft study report, answer questions, and accept comments. Following receipt and review of public
comments, a final report, including a course of action recommended by the Secretary of the Interior, will
be transmitted to Congress.
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EXHIBIT 2
- List of Federal, State & Private Inholdings













EXHIBIT 3
- Partial List of Land Use Plans in San Juan County







EXHIBIT 4

- Memorandum of Agreement between
San Juan County and the Navajo Nation













EXHIBIT 5

- Briefing Paper: Department of Interior
BLM Office of Law Enforcement &Security











































EXHIBIT 8

- Demonstration of Cultural & Fiscal Problems in National Park Service

o Effigy Mounds Monument: Serious Mismanagement Report
e 2017 Congressional Research Report on Escalating NPS Expenditures

































































































Navajo Nation:

C 4/16/16

10/28/15

7/30/15

4/12/15

3/12/15

2/12/15
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1/30/15

11/9/14
12/7/14
9/9/14
9/9/14

8/13/14

5/21/14

7/22/11

8/12/10

c 8/9/10

The Navajo Nation

Navajo Nation Council
(Legislative branch of the
Navajo Nation Government)

The Navajo Nation

Oljato Chapter

Naabik’iyati’ Committee*
of the Navajo Nation Council

The Navajo Nation

The Navajo Nation

Mexican Water Chapter
Tolikan (Sweet Water) Chapter
Teec Nos Pos Chapter

Oljato Chapter

Navajo Utah Commission of
the Navajo Nation Council

Navajo Mountain Chapter

The Navajo Nation

Teec Nos Pos Chapter

Red Mesa Chapter

Letter of support to the President from Navajo Nation President
Russell Begaye, VP Jonathan Nez, Speaker LoRenzo Bates, and
Council Delegates

Press release to dispel the notion that the proposal is not
supported by local chapters, and noted that some officials
are misinforming the public on this matter.

Letter to Governor Herbert from Navajo Nation President,
Russell Begaye, and Navajo Nation Council Speaker, LoRenzo
Bates supporting Diné Bikeyah and the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal
Coalition.

Resolution of support for Diné Bikeyah.

Resolution of support for Bears Ears National Conservation
Area/National Monument

Former Navajo Nation President Shelly asked Utah
Governor Herbert for support in advancing the Bear’s Ears
proposal during the Native American caucus in Salt Lake
City.

Letter from the Executive Director of the Navajo Nation
Division of Natural Resources to Rep. Bishop stating growing
support for protection of the Bear’s Ears region and Diné Bikeyah.

Resolution of support for Diné Bikeyah
Resolution of support for Diné Bikeyah
Resolution of support for Diné Bikeyah
Resolution of support for Diné Bikeyah

Resolution of support for Diné Bikeyah

Resolution of support for Diné Bikeyah

Letter to Utah State Director from former President Shelly
in support of Diné Bikeyah

Resolution of support of 2010 proposal

Resolution of support of 2010 proposal
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Island Petroglyph Panel, the Newspaper Rock Petroglyph Panel,
and the Butler Wash Archaeological District National Register
site. Also occurring in the proposed National Conservation
Area/National Monument’s 19 distinct geologic units are
scientifically significant vertebrate and non-vertebrate
paleontological resources that are particularly abundant in the
Cedar Mountain, Burro Canyon, Morrison, and Chinle Formations;
and

The proposed National Conservation Area/National Monument has
been inhabited for more than 12,000 vyears by multiple
indigenous cultures, which crossed, and built civilizations on
these lands. At the Lime Ridge Clovis site is evidence of
Paleoindian occupation and the archaeological record indicates
widespread use between 6000 B.C. and A.D. 100 by Archaic
Peoples. Possessing numerous Archaic Period sites of varying
size and complexity are Cedar Mesa, Elk Ridge, and Montezuma
Canyon. While other notable sites include Alkali Ridge, Cowboy
Cave, 0ld Man Cave, and Dust Devil Cave. The heaviest
occupation of the proposed National Conservation Area/National
Monument lands was perhaps by the Formative Period Peoples (AD
100-AD 1300) who left very large numbers of archaeological
sites ranging from small 1lithic scatters to large highly
complex village sites; and

The proposed National Conservation Area/National Monument
includes Bureau of Land Management Wilderness Study Areas and
lands with Wilderness Characteristics and U.S. Forest Service
Roadless Areas. Vast, remote desert mesas cut by sheer walled
serpentine canyons provide unparalleled solitude and scenic
quality that is comparable to or exceeds those found in nearby
national parks and monuments, such as Canyonlands, Arches,
Grand Staircase, Natural Bridges, Hovenweep, and Mesa Verde;
and

Priority Management values to protect within the proposed
National Conservation Area/National Monument are:
archaeological, wildlife, natural and scenic resources. An
essential aspect of the proposed National Conservation
Area/National Monument’s management is to better protect these
resources and to ensure their ongoing and sustainable use; and

Native Americans have unique and important cultural and
historical ties to the land, its wildlife and other natural
resources; and the Navajo people have traditional ties to this
particular landscape for hunting, medicinal herbs, food
gathering, firewood gathering and the grazing of livestock; and
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Other Utah Paiute

“Navajos hunted and lived in Bears Ears and built hogans and other structures until they were removed
against their will to the reservation in the 19th Century. Many other Tribes, (virtually all of whom have
formally supported this proposal) also have significant historical contacts with Bears Ears, including the
Southern Ute; White Mountain and Jicarilla Apache; San Juan, Kaibab, and Utah Paiute; Hualapai;
Havasupai; and the twenty Pueblos of the All Pueblo Council of Governors.”





































































Jicarilla Apache

“Navajos hunted and lived in Bears Ears and built hogans and other structures until they were removed
against their will to the reservation in the 19th Century. Many other Tribes, (virtually all of whom have
formally supported this proposal) also have significant historical contacts with Bears Ears, including the
Southern Ute; White Mountain and Jicarilla Apache; San Juan, Kaibab, and Utah Paiute; Hualapai;
Havasupai; and the twenty Pueblos of the All Pueblo Council of Governors.”








































































































































































22339 through 340, 342, 344 through 358, 362 through 392, 394 through 407 is contained in the
document entitied “*Public Law 103-93 Utah Schools and Lands Improvement Act of 1993" (1995).
The legal description of tract 338 is T40S, R24E,SLB&M, Section 16: all [mineral]. The legal
description of tract 341 is T40S,R25E,SLB&M, Section 32: SEI/ANW1/4SW1/4SE1/4. The legal
description of tract 343 is T40S,R2GE,SLB&M, Section 16: al} {mineral].

(B) Lands within the Gosluite Indian Reservation in the State of Utah, comprising
approximately 8,980 acres and the mineral interest in approximately an additional 480 acres,
designated as tracts 408 through 410 and 800-818, and, generally depicted on the map entitled
“Utah- Goshute Land Exchange,” dated May 7, 1998.

(C) Four tracts, consisting of approximately 2,560 acres, as generally depicted on the map
entitled “Alton Tracts,” dated May 7, 1998.

(D) Lands within the exterior boundarics of the National Forest System comprising
approximately 70,000 acres, designated as tracts 145 through 177, 184, 194 through 196, 198, 200
through 241, 247 through 321, 413 through 451, 453 through 497, 499 through 513, 515 through
519, 521 through 572, and as generally depicted on a map entitled “Utah Forest Land Exchange,”
dated May 7, 1998. The legal descriptions for these tracts are contained in the document entitled
“Public Law 103-93 Utah Schools ard Lands Improvement Act of 1993" (1995).

(E) All lands within the exterior boundaries of the Monument, comprising approximately
176,698.63 acres of land and the mineral interest in approximately an additional 24,000 acres.

(F) Al lands within the exlerior boundaries of all units of the National Park System,
comprising approximately 80,000 acres.

SECTION 3. LANDS AND INTERESTS OF THE UNITED STATES TO BE
CONVEYED TO THE STATE OF UTAH

The United States shalf convey to the State of Utah all right, title and interest of the United
States to the following properties described gencrally as:

(A) Blue Mountain Telecommunications Site, comprising approximately 640 acres, as
generally depicted on the map entitled "Blue Mountain Telecommunications Site™ dated May 7,
1998.

(B) Beaver Mountain Ski Resort site, comprising approximately 3,000 acres, as generally
depicted on the map entitled “Beaver Mountain Ski Resort,” dated May 7, 1998.

(C) Wamer Valley Tract, comprising approximately 1,920 acres, as generally depicted on
the map entitled “Wamer Valley Tract,” dated May 7, 1998.

(D) Hatch Tract, comprising approximately 12,677.5 acres, as generally depicted on the map
entitled “Hatch Tract,” dated May 7, 1998.

(E) Big Water Tract, camprising approximately 33,208 acres, as generally depicted on the
map entitled “Big Water Tract,” dated May 7, 1998.

(F) The United States' mineral interest in the coal located in the Cottonwood Tract, as
generally depicted on the map entitled “Cottonwood Tract,” dated May 7, 1998, subject to reversion
as provided in this paragraph. If the State disposes of all or part of the coal mineral interest
conveyed as provided by subparagraph (P) (i) hereof, the entire coal mineral interest conveyed to
the State under this paragraph shall revert to the United States when the State has received the sum
of $13,006,105 in royalty and rental income. Valuation of royalty and rental income and interest
to the extent apnlicable shall be calculated pursuant to the language contained in Public Law 103-93,
section 8 (c) and (d).

(G) Approximately 881 acres of the Westridge Coal Tract, as generally depicted on the map
entitled “Westridge Coal Tract” dated May 7, 1998.



(H) Approximately 2,600 acres of the Uintah County Tract, as generally depicted on the
maps entitled “Uintah County Tract No. 1" and “Uintah County Tract No. 2* dated May 7, 1998 .

(I) Approximately 2,000 acres of the Millard County Tract, as generally depicted on the map
entitled “Millard County Tract” dated May 7, 1998.

{3) Approximately 58,000 acres of the Ferron Field, as gencrally depicted on the map entitled
“Ferron Field™ dated May 7, 1998.

(K) The United States’ mineral interest in the coal located in the Mill Fork Tract, as
generally depicted on the map entitled “Mill Fork Tract,” dated May 7, 1998, subject to reversion
as provided in this paragraph. If the State disposes of all or part of the ¢oal mineral interest
conveyed as provided by subparagraph (P)(i) hereof, the entire coal mineral interest shall revert to
the United States when 22.3 million tons of coal have been produced from the Tract.

(L) Approximately 2,560 acres of the Dugout Canyon Tract, as generally depicted on the map
entitled “Dugout Canyon Tract” dated May 7, 1998, and the United States’ mineral interest in the
coal in approximately 2,560 acres located in the Muddy Tract, as generally depicted on the map
entitled "Muddy Tract” dated May 7, 1998, subject lo reversion as provided in this paragraph. Ifthe
State disposes of all or part of the coal mineral interest in cither or both Tracts as provided by
subparagraph {P)(i) hereof, the entire coal mineral interest in both Tracts shall revert to the United
States when a total of 34 million tons of coal have been produced from either or both Tracts.

(M) The United States’ mineral interest in the coal underlying approximately 9,600 acres
located in the North Horn Coal Tract, as generally depicted on the map entitled “North Hom Coal
Tract” dated May 7, 1998, subject to reversion as provided in this paragraph. If the State dispuses
of all or part of the coal mineral interest conveyed as provided by subparagraph (P)(i) hereof, the
entire conl mineral interest shall revert to the United States when 100 million tons of coal have been
produced fron the Tract.

(N) Duchesne County Tract comprising approximately 4,000 acres, as generally depicted
on the map entitled “Duchesne County Tract,” dated May 7, 1998.

(O) $50,000,000 in cash,
(P) GENERAL PROVISIONS

(i) If the State disposes of all or any part of the mineral interest in coal, oil and gas, or
coalbed methane, including interests subsumed within fee inlerests, conveyed under paragraphs (F),
(G). (1), (K), (1.), or (M) of this section, the State agrees ta do so only by offering the mineral interest
for lease on a competitive basis (or a substantially equivalent non-compeitive basis) for a bonus
bid and a reserved royaity of not more than 8 percent (for coal) or 12 ¥ percent (for oil and gas and
coalbed methane) (or the prevailing Federal royally rates at the time the lease is issued) ol the value

" of the production remaved or sold {from the lease. :

(ii) The State agrees to pay to thc United States 50 percent of the bonus bid it receives when
it issues each lease under subparagraph (i), reduced by 50 percent of those administrative costs the
State incurs in issuing the lease that are of the same type that the United States includes in
calculating the administrative cost deduction under 30 U.S.C. 191(b). The amount paid to the United
States shall be deposited 80 percent to the Reclamation Fund and 20 percent to miscellaneous
receipts.

(iit) AN mineral intcrests that revert to the United States under this section shall be restored
to the public domain and the United States shall succeed the State as lessor for any lease issued by
the State. Upon reversion, all revenues which the United States receives from any lease issued by
the State to which the reversion is subject shall be distributed in the same manner as other revenues
derived front mineral leates on the public domain under section 35 of the Mineral Leasing Act, as
amended, 30 U.S.C. 191.









SECTION9. SURFACE USE AND RIGHTS OF WAY

(A)  The State shall assume all rights and duties of the United States under all Federal
rights-of-way, surface use permits and agreements on lands conveyed lo the State pursuant to this
Agreement. All such rights-of-way and agrcements shall remain in effect for the remainder of the
applicable term afler conveyance, except that such rights-of-way, permits and agreements shall be
managed and enforced by the State. The rents, fees, and other payments formerly due to the United
States under the terms of such rights-of-way, permits and agreements shall be payabie by the holder
to the State.

1=)) The United States shall assume all rights and duties of the State under all State
rights-of-way and special use agreements on lands conveyed to the United States pursuant to this
Agreement. All such rights-of-way and agreements shall remain in effect for the remainder of the
applicable term after conveyance, except such rights-of-way and agreements shall be managed and
enforced by the United States. The rents, fees, and other payments formerly due to the State under
the tenms of such rights-of-way and agreements shall be payable by the holder to the United States.

(C)  Nothinginthis Act shall expand or diminish the rights of any person or entity in any
pre-existing rights-of-way established under State or Federal law, and the conveyances to be made
under this Agreement shall be subjcct to such pre-existing rights-of-way, if any, as valid existing
rights.

SECTION 10. SPECIAL PROVISIONS
(A) MINERAL DEVELOPMENT IN GENERAL.

(i) Development of any mineral interests transferred to the State of Utah pursuant to
this agreement where the United States retains ownership interests in the land shall be subject to all
laws, rules, and regulations applicable to development of non-Federal mineral interests underlying
Federally-owned surface, including, where appropriate, laws, rules and regulations applicable to such
development within the National Forest System.

(ii) Extraction of any coal resources transferred to the State of Utah pursuant to this
Agreement shall occur anly through underground coal mining operations.

(B) PRICE COALBED METHANE.--The Bureau of Land Management has prepared an
Environmental Impact Statement for the River Gas portion of the Price Coalbed Methane area and
aRecord of Decision has been issued with respect to certain actions considered in the Environmental
Impact Statement. The State of Utah shall adopt all conditions, mitigation measures and restrictions
imposed on lessees by the Record of Decision in the State's administration of Federal Mineral
Leases acquired in Townships 14, 15, and 16 South and Ranges 8 and 9 East, SLBM.

(C) MILLFORK. -- The Bureau of Land Management and the Manti-La Sal National Forest
have prepared an Environmental Assessment for the proposed leasing of coal within the Mill Fork
tract. The State of Utah shall adopt the mitigation measures imposed on lessees by the Record of
Decision in the State’s administration of the Mill Fork tract.

(D) MINERAL LEASES IN LAND CONVEYED TO THE UNITED STATES. —
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, including 30 U.S.C. 3585, any rentals and royalties or
bonus bids derived from existing or future mineral leases on lands and interests therein conveyed
by the State of Utah to the United States shall be deposited in the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts,
excent that any rentals and royalties or bonus bids from existing or future mineral leases on lands
and interests acquired under sections 2(A) and 2(B) in trust for the Navajo Nation and the Goshute
Indian Tribe shall be distributed in accordance with the terms of any federal law specifically
directing distribution of such moneys.

(E) RENTS AND ROYALTIES ON LAND CONVEYED TO THE STATE OF UTAH.
Any rentals and royalties derived from existing or future mineral leases on lands and interests
conv::yed by the United States to the State of Utah under section 3 shall be shared equally by the
State and the School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration.
























1. SITLA agrees that all royalties received on production beyond the royalty and rental
income or tonnage amounts that trigger the reversion to the United States as provided in paragraphs
3(F). 3(K). 3(1.). and 3(M) of the Agreement in the month in which the threshold royvalty and rental
income or tonnage amount is rcached will be paid to MMS by the last day of the sccond month
following the month in which the royalty or rental income or tonnage threshold amount is reached.

2. Any coal produced from a lease subject to reversion that was stockpiled before
reversion for which no royalty was paid to SITLA will be subject to payment of royalty to the United
States in accordance with MMS regulations.

3. Upon the occurrence of conditions subsequent, specific to each tract identified in
section 3(FF). 3(K), 3(L), and 3(M) of the Agreement (the Cottonwood, Mill Fork, Dugout. Muddy,
and North Horn Tracts), each such tract will revert to the United States. Notwithstanding such
reversion, SITLA will remain responsible for: identifying the location of any reportable release
of hazardous substances or the discharge of oil (as those terms are defined in Part 1V of this MOU)
prior to the reversion; characterizing the environmental condition of each such tract at the time
of reversion: and taking any response actions necessary for compliance with all applicable Federal
or State laws. arising from environmental conditions existing on each such tract at the time of
reversion, consistent with each tract's future anticipated use. SITLA will transmit to the United
States not more than two years prior to the expected daie of reversion a schedule for the
completion of such actions prior to the date of reversion. If there is disagreement as to the
urgency, necessity. or degree of the response action required. the Parties will use the dispute
resolution procedure identified under this MOLl,

4. Under section 3(F) of the Agreement, the coal mineral interest in the Cotionwood
Tract reverts to the United States after SITLA receives $13.006.105 in rovalty and rental income.
The Agreement also notes that such amount may be subject to adjustment for interest. The Parties
agree to determine the reversion as follows:

a. Under the Agrecment. the $13.006,105 is an amount that SITLA is entitled
to above what the State would have received under the provisions of 30 U.S.C. 191 had all or part
of the Cottonwood Tract been leased by the United States. Therefore, the reversion will occur after
SITLA receives $26,012,210 in rental and royalty income {rom disposition of all or part of the coal
mineral interest in the Cottonwood Tract, subject to adjustment under paragraph 1.D.4(b). One-half
of what SITLA receives each month will reduce the $13.006,105 principal balance duc under the
Agreement and be used to pay accrued interest under paragraph [.D.4.(b).

b.(i) To compensate SITLA for the time value of the money until it receives the
additional $13.006,105 under the Agreement. interest will be calculated at the end of cach month on
the average daily remaining principal balance for that month (which starts at $13,006,105). The
interest rate will be the rate for a five-year Treasury note on the last business day of that month.
Interest will be calculated as simple interest and will begin accruing January 8. 1999.
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b. the leasc was not committed to any Federally-approved unit or
communitization agreement before conveyance,

then the Parties agree that so long as there is production in paying quantities from any well on cither
of the segregated parcels, such production will hold each of the segregated leases in full force and
effect.

2. a. If the well spacing unit from which production occurs lies entirely within the
boundaries of one of the segregated parcels, royaltics on that production are payable only to the Party
who is the lessor of that parcel.

b. If a well spacing unit has been established or is established in the future, and
parts of the spacing unit are within both of the segregated parcels, the Parties will allocate royalties
based on the proportionatc acreage of the spacing unit within each parcel.

F. SITLA agrecs that under section 3(P)(ii) of the Agreement, it will pay to MMS 50
percent of the bonus bid it receives when it issues cach lease under section 3(P)(i) of the Agreecment.
reduced by 50 percent of administrative costs as prescribed in section 3(P)(ii), no later than the last
day of the second month following the month in which the State receives the bonus payment. The
Parties further agree that for any lands or interests in land that the State receives from the United
States under the Agreement that are subject to an existing mineral lease. SITLA may amend or
replace a Federally-issued lease instrument. with the lessee’s consent. and not be subject to section
3(P)(i) as long as SITLA docs not extend the lease termy or add previously unleased acreage.

{1l. Mining Claim Administration

If any of the lands conveyed 10 the State under the Agreement are encumbered by mining
claims. mill sites. or tunnel sites located under the Mining Law of 1872, 30 U.S.C. § 22 er seq. --

A. SITLA will:

l. Recognize the mining claimants’ and site holders’ interests in all valid mining claims
and site locations as property interests and allow them to develop those minerals or use the sites so
long as they comply with applicable laws and regulations including without limitation applicable
state filing and claim maintenance requirements; and

2. Adjudicate any mining claim or site validity issues in the appropriate state or Federal
court according to the Mining Law of 1872. as amended, and case law interpreting that law.

3. BLM will provide notice to each mining claimant and site holder that its mining
claims or site locations --

9



1. Will be administered by SITLA and that compliance with the state filing and claim
maintenance requirements contained in Utah Code Ann. Section 53C-2-104 will be required to avoid
abandonment of such claim under state law;

2. Will no longer be administered by the United States;

3. Will no longer be subject to Federal filing or fee requirements or BLM surface
management requirements; and

4, That the Sccretary of the Interior no longer has jurisdiction to adjudicate the validity
of any mining claim or sitc.

1V, Environmental Compliance

A, Definitions.

1. With respect to this Part IV of this MOU., unless otherwise defined herein, all
terms have the meaning provided under the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act, 42 U.S.C. § 9601. er seq.. and other applicable Federal
environmental laws.

2. The term "land" means lands. resources, and interests therein.

3. The term "hazardous substance” means any substance designated under 42
U.S.C. § 9601(14); any regulated substance contained in, or released from, any underground
storage tank, as defined by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act at 42 U.S.C. § 6991, er
seq: and any substance defined and regulated as "hazardous” by applicable State law.

4. The terms "oil” and "discharge" are defined by the Clean Water Act at 33
U.S.C. §1321(a)(1) and 33 U.S.C. §1321(a)(2). respectively.

B. Environmental Compliance Responsibilities

The Parties agree to the following:
I. Apportionment of Costs and Funding of Obligations

Each Party will be responsible for the costs associated with response actions and other actions
specified in this Part 1V, on lands it transfers, except as provided in section IV(B)(2) of this MOU.
Commitments of any funds made pursuant to Part 1V of this MOU will be subject to the availability
of appropriated funds. No provision of this Agreement requires the United States to obligate or pay
funds in contravention of the Anti-Deficiency Act, 31 U.S.C. § 1341, in any fiscal year for actions

—
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L. For purposes of this Memorandum of Understanding, references to the State of Utah
may mean SITLA, and references to SITLA may mean the State of Utah, as the context requires.

M. This Memorandum of Understanding may be executed in counterparts, each to be

considered an original for all purposes, and collectively to be considered a single document.

[The remainder of this page is intentionally blank.]
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APPENDIX |

Provisions relating to “Hazardous Substances,” and “Indemnification™ in cach lease SITLA issues
on lands subject to reversion to the United States under sections 3(F). 3(K), 3(L). and 3(M) of the
Agreement (the Cottonwood, Mill Fork, Dugout, Muddy, and North Horn tracts) will include:

Hazardous Substances. Lessee [or other occupant pursuant to any agreement
authorizing mining] shall not keep on or about the premises any hazardous
substances, as defined under 42 U.S.C. § 9601(14) or any other Federal
environmental law, any regulated substance contained in, or released from, any
underground storage tank, as defined by the Resource Conservation and Recovery
Actat42 U.S.C. § 6991, er seq, or substances defined and regulated as "hazardous
" by applicable State law, (hereinafter, for the purpose of this paragraph,
collectively referred to as, “Hazardous Substances”) unless such substances are
reasonably necessary in Lessee's mining operations, and the use of such substances
or tanks is noted and approved in the Lessee’s mining plan, and unless Lessee
fully complies with all Federal, State and local laws, regulations, statutes. and
ordinances, now in existence or as subsequently enacted or amended. Lessee shall
immediately notify Lessor, the Bureau of Land Management, and any Federal.
State and local agency with jurisdiction over the subject land. or contamination
thereon, of (I) all reportable spills or releases of any Hazardous Substance affecting
the Leased Premises, (it) all failures to comply with any applicable Federal, state
or local law, regulation or ordinance. as now enacted or as subsequently enacted
or amended, (iii) all inspections of the Leased Premises by, or any correspondence,
order. citations, or notifications form any regulatory entity concerning Hazardous
Substances affecting the Leased Premises. (iv) all regulatory orders or fines or all
response or interim cleanup actions taken by or proposed to be taken by any
government entity or private Party concerning the Leased Premises.

Hazardous Substances Indemnity. Lessee [or other occupant pursuant to any
agreement authorizing mining] shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Lessor
and the United States (as successor Lessor or owner pursuant to reversion or as
owner of surface estate) its agencies, employees, officers, and agents with respect
to anyv and all damages, costs, fees (including attorneys' fees and costs), penalties
(civil and criminal), and cleanup costs assessed against or imposed as a tesult of
Lessee's use, disposal, transportation, generation and/or sale or location upon or
affecting the Leased premises of hazardous substances, as defined under 42 U.S.C.
§ 9601(14) or any other Federal environmental law, any regulated substance
contained in, or released from, any underground storage tank, as defined by the
Resource Conservation and - Recovery Act at 42 U.S.C. § 6991, er seq., or
substances defined and regulated as "hazardous” ty applicable State law, or that of
Lessee's cmployees, agents, assigns, sublessees, contractors, subcontractors,
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licensees or invitees, and for any breach of this lease's provisions concerning the
aforementioned substances or tanks.
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