













































































































































































































































































unified governments. In doing so, we evoke
and elevate our people’s rights to a true
government-to-government relationship, an
even stage earned on the backs of our
ancestors.

The Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition stands
with our people. Our intention is to preserve
and protect our ability to heal as a people.
The land must be able to provide for a
healthy and satisfying life now and into the
future. Our children-all of our children-
depend on it.

Eric Descheenie is an adviser to the Navajo
Nation president and Alfred Lomahquahu is
vice chairman of the Hopi Tribe. They co-

chair the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition.



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































30,549 acres, as generally depicted on the Utah PLI Wilderness Map dated June 30, 2016,
which shall be known as the “Mikes Canyon Wilderness”.

(12) MULE CANYON.—Certain Federal land in San Juan County, Utah managed by
the Bureau of Land Management comprising approximately 5,858 acres, as generally
depicted on the Utah PLI Wilderness Map and dated June 30, 2016, which shall be known
as the “Mule Canyon Wilderness”.

(13) MARSH PEAK.—Certain Federal land in Uintah County managed by the United
States Forest Service comprising approximately 15,031 acres, as generally depicted on the
Utah PLI Wildemess Map dated June 30, 2016, which shall be known as the “Marsh Peak
Wildemness™.

(14) CLIFF PEAK.—Certain Federal land in Uintah and Duchesne Counties managed
by the United States Forest Service comprising approximately 9,153 acres, as generally
depicted on the Utah PL1 Wilderness Map dated June 30, 2016, which shall be known as the
“Cliff Peak Wilderness”.

(15) BULL CANYON.—Certain Federal land in Uintah County, Utah managed by the
Bureau of Land Management comprising approximately 599 acres, as generally depicted on
the Utah PLI Wilderness Map and dated June 30, 2016, which shall be known as the “Bull
Canyon Wilderness”.

(16) WHITE CANYON.—Certain Federal land in San Juan County managed by the
Bureau of Land Management comprising approximately 18,886 acres, as generally depicted
on the Utah PLI Wilderness Map dated June 30, 2016, which shall be known as the “White
Canyon Wilderness”.

(17) MEXICAN MOUNTAIN.—Certain Federal land in Emery County managed by
the Bureau of Land Management comprising approximately 84,976 acres, as generally
depicted on the Utah PLI Wilderness Map dated June 30, 2016, which shall be known as the
“Mexican Mountain Wilderness”.

(18) SIDS MOUNTAIN.—Certain Federal land in Emery County managed by the
Bureau of Land Management comprising approximately 82,406 acres, as generally depicted
on the Utah PLI Wilderness Map dated June 30, 2016, which shall be known as the “Sids
Mountain Wilderness”.

(19) MUDDY CREEK.—Certain Federal land in Emery County managed by the
Bureau of Land Management comprising approximately 72,400 acres, as generally depicted
on the Utah PL1 Wilderness Map dated June 30, 2016, which shall be known as the “Muddy
Creek Wilderness”.






































































































SEC. 407. LITTLE WEST FORK BLACKS FORK SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AREA GENERAL

PROVISIONS.

(a) OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except in cases in which off-highway vehicles are needed for

administrative purposes or to respond to an emergency, the use of off-highway vehicles
shall be permitted only on designated routes within the Little West Fork Blacks Fork
Special Management Area.

(2) MANAGEMENT.—The Secretary shall manage existing designated routes in a
manner that—

(A) is consistent with off-highway vehicle and mechanized use of the designated
routes authorized under the applicable travel management plan;

(B) does not significantly damage designated critical habitat or cultural resources;
and

(C) does not interfere with private property or water rights.
(3) CLOSURE.—The Secretary, in consultation with the State and affected County,

may temporarily close or permanently reroute, subject to paragraph (4), a route if the
Secretary determines that—

(A) the route is significantly damaging designated critical habitat or cultural
resources;

(B) the route threatens public safety;
(C) closure of the route is necessary to repair damage to the designated route; or
(D) closure of the route is necessary to repair resource damage.

(4) REROUTING.—Portions of the designated route that are temporarily closed may
be permanently rerouted by utilizing a previously closed route or constructing a new route.



















































































































(iii) any damages associated with any structure or chattel of the claimant that
may be displaced in a flood event;

(C) the United States retaining a flood easement as well as an access easement for
purposes of monitoring and enforcing the requirements of subparagraph (D) with
respect to the entire portion of Federal land conveyed; and

(D) deed restrictions requiring that—

(i) to prevent any structure on the portion of the Federal land conveyed from
being displaced during a flood event, the claimant shall—

(I) secure or tie down all existing structures; and
(IT) if replacing or rebuilding such a structure, limit the replacement or
rebuilding to the number and type of structures in existence on the date of
enactment of this Act; and
(ii) all activities carried out by the claimant under clause (i) with respect to a
structure be carried out in accordance with applicable standards for structures that
may be submerged, flooded, or inundated, as contained in—

(I) the International Building Code (as adopted by Utah Administrative
Code R156-56); or

(I1) any other building code or engineering standard that is—
(aa) similar to the International Building Code;
(bb) widely used; and
(cc) nationally recognized.

(3) LIFE ESTATE REQUIREMENTS.—A life estate granted under paragraph
(1)(A)(ii) shall be subject to—
(A) the claimant paying to the Secretary the fair market value of the life estate on
the claimed portion of the Federal land, as determined by the Secretary under
subsection (b), but excluding the value of any structures;

(B) provisions under which the claimant agrees to indemnify and hold harmless
the United States for all claims by the claimant or others arising from—
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5487 of the 96th Congress, already provide for a specific, generous management approach that
has worked well for grazing within BLM-administered wilderness areas.

Additionally, the bill omits essential, standard language requiring that any wildlife water
development structures and facilities within the proposed wilderness areas enhance wilderness
values and minimize their visual impacts. Moreover, Title I of Division A includes provisions
requiring the BLM to maintain trail and fence lines within proposed wilderness and potentially
eliminating the Secretary’s discretion to permanently close a trail or remove a fence line for
resource protection. The Department opposes this language, which would effectively pass the
historic responsibility for maintenance of fences from the authorized grazing permittee to the
BLM.

In place of the problematic language on wildlife water developments, motorized access to water
infrastructure, and trail and fence maintenance within the proposed wilderness areas,

we urge the sponsors and the Subcommittee to instead adopt the standard wilderness
management language that has been used by Congress for decades, including in the successful
Washington County, Utah, conservation bill included as part of the Omnibus Public Land
Management Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-11, Subtitle O). The Department would also like the
opportunity to work with the sponsors and Subcommittee on a number of additional
amendments, including boundary adjustments for manageability and to eliminate overlapping or
incompatible designations, time frames, and clarifications regarding outfitting and guide
activities, mapping requirements, the jurisdictional coordination of wildfire management, and the
role of the Utah Department of Agriculture in BLM grazing administration. In addition, we
would like to work on language addressing legacy Primitive Area classifications for the Grand
Gulch and Dark Canyon areas.

Title I of Division A also proposes to release nearly 81,000 acres of BLM-managed land from
WSA status. While the Department appreciates the use of standard WSA release language in this
title, we believe that the Desolation Canyon-and Jack Canyon WSAs contain such extraordinary
scenic resources and recreational opportunities that protection of those areas is essential.
Together with Turtle Canyon, these areas represent the largest complex of unprotected WSAs in
the lower 48 states. The extremely rugged terrain of the Desolation Canyon and Jack Canyon
WSAs contributes to their scenic quality, remoteness, and habitat for species such as bighorn
sheep and raptors, which are sensitive to development. Moreover, these WSAs have an
extensive system of deep canyons and feature arches, pinnacles, and other erosional elements not
known to occur elsewhere. In addition, the diversity of wildlife within these areas is unusual
compared with the public lands surrounding them. We would like the opportunity to work with
the sponsors and the Subcommittee on language and boundaries that would ensure the continued
protection of outstanding resources in these areas.

Finally, the Department opposes section 110 of this title, which could be construed to prohibit
the designation of Class I airsheds under the Clean Air Act for lands proposed as NPS-
administered wilderness in the bill. All NPS-administered wilderness areas are currently
managed as Class I airsheds, which means that the wildernesses proposed by the bill would be
managed to a lesser standard. The Department is particularly concerned that this language would
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US Interior Chief Tours Solar Plant on Tribal Land in Nevada

Writer: Ken Ritter
Published: September 15. 2016

U.S. Interior Secretary Sally Jewell toured a vast
solar energy array Thursday that's about ready to go
online on an Indian reservation in Nevada, and
signed an agreement with a tribal leader that gave a
go-ahead for a similar plant nearby.

The nearly complete 250-megawatt Moapa
Southern Paiute Solar Project was. in 2012. the first
sun-to-electricity plant approved on tribal lands in
the U.S.

A document that the nation's top land administrator
signed with Moapa Band of Paiute Indians tribal
Chairman Robert Tom put the 100-megawatt Aiya
Solar Project past that same hurdle, called a record
of decision.

Aiya -— a name derived from the Southern Paiute
word for tortoise — would be the third solar array
planncd by private partners with the tribe, which
has about 350 members and a sprawling 112-
squarc-mile reservation about 40 miles northeast of
[.as Vegas.

"This is the first tribe in the United States to have
utility-scale solar on thc reservation,” Jewell said as
she observed plentiful sunshine that she
characterized as "spilled solar energy."”

Of the 59 utility-scale renewable projects on federal
land in the U.S., Jewell said, the Moapa have the
only three on tribal land.

The tribe also plans a 200-megawatt solar plant on
another part of a reservation perhaps best-known to
Interstate 15 motorists for its travel stop and
fireworks stand at a freeway exit leading to
Nevada's Valley of Fire State Park.

"We hope this charts a path for a brighter future for
all of Indian country as these resources are
harnessed," Jewell said, "just as non-renewable
energy resources were harnessed on Indian lands
going back for many years."

Tribal Chairman Robert Tom called the solar
projects key to providing financial and cultural
security for descendants of the first inhabitants of an
area west of the Colorado River that includes the
scenic and artifact-rich Gold Butte area.

"It means a lot in economic development, as
stewards of our land, and for our culture and our
traditions.” Tom said as he walked down a ncat row
of some of the nearly 4 million black panels, each
resembling a very thin flat-screen TV. The entire
site covers almost 2.2 square miles.

The sun was relentless. The view seemed limitless.
some 20 miles from Arrowhead Canyon mountains
on the west to the North Muddy Mountains in the
east. There wasn't a tree or a cloud in sight.

Ofticials with First Solar Inc., the developer of both
the existing and the proposed Ayia projects. said
each solar panel collects energy with a hair-thin
film of photovoltaic cadmium telluride pressed
between glass plates.

Brian Kunz. a vice president of the publicly-traded
firm. said the Los Angeles Department of Water
and Power has a 25-year agreement to buy the
electricity — enough to power perhaps 100,000
homes.

Project manager Geoffrey Dewhurst said the system
is already collecting electricity. After testing. which
Dewhurst compared with "clicking batteries

()



together in the desert." the site should begin feeding
the power grid by the end of the year.

Kunz declined to say how much the company
invested to complete the project after buying it in
2013 from the initial developer, K Road Power
Holdings. But he said a similar project might cost
about $500 million.

Jewell was making her third stop at a renewable
energy site around the country since Friday, when
she and Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz talked in
Boston about a wind energy project in the Atlantic
Ocean.

On Wednesday. she stopped in Palm Springs.
California, to highlight a renewable energy and
conservation plan for 10 million acres of public land
in the desert

http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory‘us-interior-chiet-tours-solar-plant-tribal-land-42 122075
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Gold Butte Speaker Series opens Wednesday

Writer: Jud Burkett
Published: September 9. 2016

Jim Boone and Tom Cluff are regarded locally as
experts on Gold Butte.

They 1l share what they know with everybody on
Wednesday night when the Friends of Gold Butte
Speaker Series in Mesquite returns for the 2016-17
season.

In their presentation, titled “Meet Gold Butte!,”
Boone and Cluff will speak about the ecology and
geology of the area. In addition. Susan Holladay
will show her photography of Gold Butte. and the
Friends of Gold Butte will show a pair of short
movies that highlight the cultural, historic and
natural wonders of the region.

The speaker series runs from September through
April. All monthly events are held inside the
Mesquite Community Theatre, 150 N. Yucca St.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Presentations begin at 7
p.m. All events are free and open to the public.

Located south of Mesquite, between the Grand
Canyon-Parashant National Monument and the
[Lake Mead National Recreation Area. Gold Butte
covers some 350,000 acres. The Friends of Gold
Butte is a non-profit organization with about 500
members that is working to achieve permanent
protection for an area that they affectionately
describe as Nevada’s piece of the Grand Canyon.

http:/www.thespectrum.com/story/news/local/mesquite/2016/09/09/gold-butte-speaker-series-opens-wednesday/90149680/
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Gallego, Reid call for more protection for federal lands, not less

Writer: Adam DeRose
Published: September 9, 2016

WASHINGTON — Western lawmakers joined
Olympic pentathlete Margaux Isaksen Thursday to
warn against attempts to move federal lands into
state or private hands and to call on the president to
use his authority to expand national monuments.

Isaksen joined Rep. Ruben Gallego. D-Phoenix, and
Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid of Nevada after
writing a letter to a Colorado newspaper recently in
which she lauded public lands for shaping her into
the three-time Olympic athlete she is today.

“It’s part of America’s heritage. It’s something
that’s not only important for our generations, but
important for generations to come,” she said.

But Gallego said that heritage could be threatened
by Republican-backed legislation.

“One of the biggest risks we've seen is the etforts
by ... Republicans to use different types of
legislation to either strip away some of these
protections or to stop any future protections,”
Gallego said, referring specifically to proposals
backed by Rep. Rob Bishop. R-Utah.

Bishop, the chairman of the House Natural
Resources Committee, introduced a bill to settle an
ongoing land dispute in the Bears Ears region. The
Utah Public Lands Initiative designates parts of the
lands in eastern Utah for conservation purposes,
others for recreational purposes and parts for
development under “the belief that conservation and
economic development can coexist,” according to a
release about the bill.

The bill was introduced in July, but has yet to get a
hearing.

“We’'ve seen this land seizure movement that
originated in Utah essentially stall in most of the
Western states.” said Aaron Weiss with the Center
for Western Priorities, which supports keeping
public lands in federal hands.

Weiss cited a 2016 Colorado College poll in which
only 33 percent of those surveyed in Western states
supported proposals to shift management of public
lands from the federal government to states. Fifty-
eight percent of respondents opposed such efforts.

The opposition to such transfers was even stiffer in
Arizona, where 29 percent of respondents supported
state control of national public lands, while 65
percent surveyed opposed the idea, according to the
poll.

Groups such as the American Lands Council say it’s
not a matter of taking lands away from the public.
but of putting those lands under the control of states
which can better manage them based on local
interests.

“The federal government routinely sells off our
public lands to the highest bidder. and there is
nothing the states can do about it.” said the
council’s CEO Jennifer Fielder.

“Public lands are awesome. we just want them
managed a lot better than what we are seeing from
the distant, dysfunctional Washington, D.C..
bureaucracy that presently controls over half of all
land in western America.” said Fielder.

She criticized Reid as hypocritical, claiming the
Obama administration sold $85 million worth of
public lands in Nevada this spring alone.

Reid on Thursday praised public lands in Nevada.
specifically the Gold Butte site that he said









After leaving Interstate 15 at the Bunkerville exit,
you turn right just after crossing the bridge over the
Virgin River. The road is paved for the first half of
the journey. all the way to Whitney Pockets,
although I use the term “paved” very loosely.

From there the road is dirt but well graded and
could very easily be traveled in a car but at least
having a higher clearance vehicle would be wise.

This is rugged country. Be prepared. bring plenty of
water and make sure your spare tire is properly
inflated. While the road is graded. there are sharp
rocks out there than can make quick work of a tire if
you hit them at just the right angle.

I took a short detour along the way and stopped at
the Devil’'s Throat, a sinkhole that’s about 80 fect
wide and 120 feet deep.

['m sure there’s a fascinating story behind the
tormation of this huge hole in the earth but it suffers

from the fact that there is nothing out there that
describes what you’'re seeing. When Gold Butte is
protected as a national monument, as I believe it
should be, I'm looking forward to things like
interpretive signs that I'm sure will be among some
of the first improvements made out there.

Driving through Gold Butte. I had to marvel at
some of the rock formations I passed along the way.
Red sandstone, gold colored sandstone. jagged clifts
and other spectacular geological formations dot the
landscape at irregular intervals. I passed through a
valley filled with Joshua trees just before arriving at
Gold Butte and had to stop numerous times to pull
out my camera and grab pictures.

It’s an enormous and vast landscape and while I feel
like I'm getting to know it a little better. I still think
[ might be able to spend a lifetime out there, like
Garrett and Coleman did, and still not have seen all
there is to see in Gold Butte.

http:/www.thespectrum.com/story/life/outdoors/2016/09/01/gold-buttes-ghost-town/89668546/
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Obama the Monument Maker

Writer: Douglas Brinkley
Published: August 27,2016

President Obama seems most comfortable outside
on an 18-hole golf course, not hunting bear in
Colorado, as Theodore Roosevelt did while
president in 1905, or deep-sea fishing for tarpon in
the Texas Gulf, as Franklin D. Roosevelt. an avid
angler. did on a getaway from the White House in
1937.

Yet as president, Mr. Obama has visited more than
30 national parks and emerged as a 2 Ist-century
Theodore Roosevelt for his protection of public
lands and marine reserves. His use of the
Antiquities Act of 1906. which gives a president
unilateral authority to protect federal lands as
national monuments, has enabled him to establish
23 new monuments, more than any other president.
and greatly expand a few others.

On Wednesday, he set aside some 87.000 acrgs of
federal land along the Penobscot River in north-
central Maine as the Katahdin Woods and Waters
National Monument. The action will safeguard the
wild country around the 5,267-foot Mount
Katahdin. the state’s highest peak. Then, on Friday.
he announced a fourfold expansion of a marine
monument designated by President George W. Bush
off the coast of Hawaii.

The Maine land was a gift to the federal
government from the foundation created by
Roxanne Quimby, a co-founder of Burt’'s Bees.
maker of lip balm and body care products. She also
pledged $40 million to support the new monument.

Ms. Quimby’s gift is a reminder of the role that
philanthropists have long played in protecting
treasured landscapes. In 1907, the San Francisco
Bay Area businessman William Kent presented the
first President Roosevelt with a 295-acre old-growth
redwood grove in Marin County, Calif. Today it is
Muir Woods National Monument. In 1943, the

second President Roosevelt accepted a gift of
222,000 acres in western Wyoming from John D.
Rockefeller Jr. The president designated the pristine
valley Jackson Hole National Monument. later
incorporated into Grand Teton National Park.

Only a fool would argue that the Roosevelts were
wrong to have saved those scenic wonders. The
same can be said of President Obama’s actions last
week. In 1846, after adventuring in that northern
forest, Henry David Thoreau mused in “The Maine
Woods™: “Why should not we. who have renounced
the king’s authority, have our national preserves...
for inspiration and our own true recreation?”

Teddy Roosevelt became the first president to use
the Antiquities Act when he set aside Devils Tower
in Wyoming. Two years later, he protected more
than 800,000 acres of the Grand Canyon. offering
this rationale as development threatened to overrun
it: "Let this great wonder of nature remain as it now
is. You cannot improve on it. But what you can do
is keep 1t for your children. your children’s children.
and all who come after you. as the one great sight
which every American should see.”

Since preserving Devils Tower, he and 14 of his
successors have designated some 150 national
monuments.

Wild landscapes are not the only places that have
been protected. President Obama has also pushed
the National Park Service to be more multicultural
in interpreting America’s past. Toward that end. he
has established history-minded national monuments
honoring César E. Chavez in California; Harriet
Tubman in Maryland; the Stonewall Inn in New
York; Belmont-Paul, home to the National
Woman’s Party, in Washington, D.C.; and the
Honouliuli Internment Camp, where Japanese-
Americans were held during World War II. These

10



places are reminders of the struggles for equality
and dignity that have been part of the nation’s
history.

Now. in the park service's centennial year,
President Obama should use his last months in
oftice to preserve more places wild and historic. |
suggest these four:

1. Castner Range, Texas

This former artillery range adjacent to the city of El
Paso rises up from the desert and comprises 7,000
acres of rugged mountains, canyons and arroyos in
the Franklin Mountains. In the 1950s. the novelist
Jack Kerouac extolled the view from these heights
in “The Dharma Bums™. writing of seeing “all of
Mexico, all of Chihuahua, the entire sand-glittering
desert of it. under a late sinking moon that was huge
and bright.” The Defense Department declared this
range “"excess land” in 1971.

2. Grand Canyon, Arizona

In 2012. President Obama ordered a 20-year
moratorium on new mining claims on one million
acres of federal land abutting Grand Canyon
National Park. That was a fine start. But 1.7 million
acres ringing the rugged canyon should be declared
the Grand Canyon National Heritage Monument to

protect the entire watershed from new uranium
mines and safeguard the health of the Native
Americans who have lived there for generations.

3. Bears Ears, Utah

This remote. 1.9 million-acre area is sacred to the
region’s native tribes. With an estimated 100,000
archaeological sites, it is one of the nation’s most
significant cultural and historical landscapes. But
looting and desecration are taking their toll.

4. Gold Butte, Nevada

This 350,000-acre desertscape, not far from Las
Vegas, has been called southern Nevada’s “piece of
the Grand Canyon.™ It’s a mind-boggling
geographic vortex where the Great Basin. the
Mojave and Sonoran deserts and Colorado Plateau
all meet. Sadly, the priceless panels of petroglyphs
at Gold Butte, of world-heritage value, were
vandalized recently. Increased protection for the
ancestral home of the Moapa band of Paiutes and
critical habitat for the desert tortoise is sorely
needed.

Douglas Brinkley is a history professor at Rice
University and the author of “Rightful Heritage:
Franklin D. Roosevelt and the Land of America.™

http:/'www.nytimes.com/2016/08/28 'opinion ‘sunday/obama-the-monument-maker.html? r-=0
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Protect Gold Butte as a National Monument now

Guest Writer: Brenda Slocumb
Submitted: August 25,2016

In response to Michael Davidson’s article regarding
protection of Gold Butte, I strongly agree that the
area needs protection. Gold Butte is truly an
historic, cultural and geological treasure that should
be properly managed and preserved for future
generations. The damage reported is real. and will
affect the land for years to come.

By and large, people that visit places such as Gold
Butte are there to learn. enjoy and respect the
natural and historic wonders available to

them. Gold Butte’s landscape is rugged. beautiful
and fragile, and unfortunately has been impacted

negatively by disrespectful human activities. In this
case, a few careless acts have spoiled the landscape
for others.

This issue has been politicized to death by
numerous groups seeking to lump it together with
other issues and garner support for political
agendas, rather than seeking to do the best thing
possible for the land itself. This is not a partisan
issue. Regardless of political affiliation, this is
simply a case of doing the right thing. Protect Gold
Butte as a National Monument now.
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National Park Service Centennial

Guest Writer: Special to the MLN

Submitted: August 24, 2016

LCV and U.S. Reps. Grijalva, Titus, and O’Rourke
Call for New Parks. The League of Conservation
Voters (LCV) along with Rep Raul M. Grijalva (D-
AZ). Dina Titus (D-NV). and Beto O'Rourke (D-
TX) held a tele-press conference to mark the
centennial of the National Park Service and call for
the protection for more special places.

On the call, LCV and these members of Congress
discussed the importance of our national parks. the
need to build an all-encompassing parks system.
which is reflective of our country’s rich history and
diverse cultures and to highlight the efforts to
permanently protect spaces, including the Greater
Grand Canyon, Gold Butte, and Castner Range.

“Establishing Greater Grand Canyon Heritage
National Monument will protect the natural and
cultural resources of the Grand Canyon region and
diversify our national parks system at the same
time,” said Congressman Grijalva. “That’s why ["ve
been working with Native American and
environmental advocates for the past 18 months to
highlight the importance of getting this done before
President Obama leaves office. Naming this
monument will defend our magnificent open spaces
from privatization, save our cultural heritage from
vandalism and neglect, preserve centuries of
history, and tell an important story about the future
of our public lands. I look forward to seeing it
through.”

~Gold Butte is Nevada's piece of the Grand
Canyon, and we need to protect this incredible
landscape for future generations.™ said
Congresswoman Titus. “The cultural and historical
resources there provide a glimpse into Nevada’s
past; preserving them and the precious open spaces
and wildlife will provide a boost to our outdoor

recreation economy and help us tell our story for
years to come.”

“Castner Range is the crown jewel of West Texas.”
said Congressman O Rourke. [t deserves to be
protected and preserved in its natural state.”

“Over the past 100 years our national parks have
been a huge part of our nation’s history. In the next
100 years we need to continue to grow our parks
system to ensure that we are not only safeguarding
the diverse cultures and history of our country but
are protecting more magnificent landscapes as
well,” said LCV President Gene Karpinski. “No one
understands this more than President Obama who
has already permanently protected over 265 million
acres of land and water and worked to build a more
inclusive parks system by designating places like
the Belmont-Paul Women's Equality National
Monument, the Stonewall National Monument. the
César E. Chavez National Monument. the Pullman
National Monument. and more.”

“As the National Park System heads into its next
100 years it is our duty to preserve these parks and
natural resources by recognizing the value that
protected land has for our generation and
generations to come.” said VP & National Director
of LCV’s Chispa Program Jennifer Allen. “Our
legacy should be to protect our nation’s treasures.
the places providing all our communities with
exceptional recreational opportunities to gather.
celebrate and explore, and a chance to get back to
our native roots.”

The Greater Grand Canyon Heritage National
Monument will help to permanently protect land
and waters sacred to Native Americans, sensitive
habitats, and historic places surrounding the Grand
Canyon National Park. As Ranking Member on the
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House Natural Resources Committee Congressman
Grijalva has been a leading voice in helping to
establish the Greater Grand Canyon Heritage
National Monument. This monument is supported
by regional tribes and people in Arizona and across
the county.

The Gold Butte National Monument will conserve
the unique scenery, wildlife, cultural heritage as
well as the historic and prehistoric resources in
southern Nevada. Gold Butte is where visitors can
go hiking, hunting and birdwatching while learning
about this historic mining town from the early
1900°s. Senator Harry Reid (D-NV).
Congresswoman Titus. and people all over Nevada

and the Southwest are working to protect Gold
Butte for generations to come.

The Castner Range National Monument will
safeguard this beautiful landscape that has
important ecology. geology and waterways as well
as significant cultural sites and historic military
sites in El Paso. Texas. Congressman O Rourke
along with community leaders, local business.
conservation groups and neighborhood associations
all support designating the Castner Range National
Monument, because it will preserve this pristine
landscape that has significant archaeological and
historical resources as well as military sites and
ancient rock imagery sites.

http://mesquitelocalnews.com/2016/08/national-park-service-centennial/



Protection of Nevada’s Heritage is not a partisan issue

Guest Writer: Berry Chapman
Submitted: August 24, 2016

Protection of Nevada’s Heritage is not a partisan
issue. In the article published August 18, “Reid
says he’s “confident” Obama will designate Gold
Butte a national monument”, Senator Heller and
Congressman Hardy talk about a Congressional
process for Gold Butte as optimal and
conservationists agree.

Friends of Gold Butte and other groups spent years
working with locals developing support, hearing
concerns and with Senator Reid’s help crafted a bill
that then sat in Congress for years because Senator
Heller and party refused to acknowledge the

tremendous eftfort all sides showed in the creation of

that bill. A Congressional process was preferred
from the beginning but proved to be ineffective
even when everyone had a seat at the table.

The problem is while we sit and talk about the
details those details are being destroyed and

lost. Gold Butte cannot wait another 10 plus years
for a Congressional process that will lead us
nowhere. If we wait for that there will be little left
to protect. Gold Butte needs protection

now. Senator Reid and Representative Titus both
know it. Hopefully the Senator is right and
President Obama is realizing Gold Butte can’t wait
any longer — for another damage report as
Representative Titus stated.

A recent poll found that over 70% of all Nevadans:
democrat, republican. and in between. think Gold
Butte should be protected as a national

monument. [t’s clear that Nevadans want to see a
Gold Butte National Monument now.
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Gold Butte cannot wait any longer

Guest Writer: Sandy Ramaker
Submitted: August 24,2016

[ was so disappointed to see the last report put out
by Friends of Gold Butte documenting all the
destruction that’s taken place in Gold Butte since
the Bundy stand-off in April 2014. I saw the article
published August 18™. “Reid says he’s ‘confident’
Obama will designate Gold Butte a national
monument™; and I'm furious to hear that it’s still
continuing! I would have thought bringing
attention to the destruction and making clear that
these actions are not permitted, the first time would
have led to enforcement or at the very least some
self-policing.

Gold Butte is such a treasure! Thc petroglyphs.
historic sites and rock features are for all Americans

to enjoy, not destroy. Gold Butte cannot wait any
longer for protection.

Friends of Gold Butte is a group of recreationists
and concerned locals who are watching one of their
favorite places to explore endure irreversible
destruction and don’t want to stand idly by saying
nothing. This group is highlighting disrespect some
visitors are expressing at Gold Butte and they are
asking for someone to make it stop. We need to
join them, as Nevadans who care for the public
lands in our backyard and ask President Obama to
stop this destruction before, as Representative Titus
mentioned, another damage report is compiled and
released. Gold Butte cannot wait any longer. We
need to protect Gold Butte now.
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Transfer of 87K acres to feds points to possible Maine park

Writer: Corbin Hair
Published: August 23, 2016

A reported transfer of more than 87,000 acres from
the founder of Burt's Bees to the federal
government today suggests that President Obama is
likely to declare a national monument in central
Maine in the coming days.

Maine's Penobscot County Registry of Deeds said
13 deeds covering 87,563 acres in the area of the
proposed monument were transferred at 10:10 a.m.
from a company owned by Roxanne Quimby, the
skin care millionaire, to an entity listed as "The
United States of America," the Bangor Daily
News reported.

The deeds were reportedly signed by Quimby as the
grantor and by Rachel McManus, a deputy realty
officer with the National Park Service, as the
grantee.

Gene Karpinski, president of the League of
Conservation Voters, told reporters on a call today
that his group has been "very active in the Maine
woods effort." He added: "We are cautiously
optimistic that we will hear something about that
soon. I couldn't say any more than that. And
obviously, the big date is just around the corner on
Thursday, so stay tuned and let's see what we hear."

Karpinski was referring to the 100th anniversary of
the National Park Service, a high-profile event that
Obama may use to attract attention to the official
designation of a new monument.

When asked to confirm or comment on the land
transfer, White House spokesman Patrick
Rodenbush said only that "I don't have any
announcements for you today."

A representative of the Quimby family did not
immediately respond to a request for comment.

Arizona Rep. Raul Grijalva, the top Democrat on
the Natural Resources Committee, told reporters
that the timing of such an order "is the White
House's prerogative." But he also said, "I think that
that is potentially something that could happen
sooner than later."

Obama could use the 1906 Antiquities Act to create
the Maine Woods and Waters National Monument,
despite local and congressional opposition to the
proposal (Greenwire, June 2).

Such a move would be a major victory for Quimby
and her son, Lucas St. Clair, the public face of the
family's monument campaign. They initially sought
to have Congress pass legislation establishing the
Katahdin Woods and Waters National Park but last
year began focusing on securing a presidential
monument designation as an interim step
(Greenwire, Dec. 1, 2015).

The Quimby family has argued that protecting the
forests once relied on by the state's hard-hit timber
industry would create new economic opportunities
for the region and ensure public access to the land.

But many former mill workers and Rep. Bruce
Poliquin (R-Maine), who represents the region, are
against the monument proposal because they
believe it would hamper a potential revitalization of
the timber industry and could lead to restrictions on
snowmobiling, hunting and other recreational
pursuits.

Meanwhile, Grijalva and Democratic Reps. Dina
Titus of Nevada and Beto O'Rourke of Texas also
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called on the president to create monuments in their
states. which they said would protect important
natural and cultural resources.

During the call organized by LCV, Grijalva
reiterated his support for protecting 1.7 million
acres of the Grand Canyon watershed. Titus, whose

district includes much of Las Vegas, advocated for
a monument in the 350,000-acre area north of Sin
City known as Gold Butte. And O'Rourke pitched
the recreational and educational potential of his plan
to turn the 7.000-acre Castner Range near El Paso.
Texas, into a park.
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Pressure for a new national monument

Writer: Steve Sebelius
Published: August 18, 2016

Senator Reid and Congresswoman Dina Titus are
applying the pressure this week. Both want
President Obama to declare the Gold Butte area a
national monument before he leaves office. Reid
says he has talked with the president about it
multiple times. the land has been a flashpoint in the

http://my.tvey.es/f4WRj

ACT|ON
EKINEWS

Jon Ralston interview with Rep. Dian Titus

Writer: Jon Ralston
Published: August 18, 2016

Interview from 0.0 to 5:03

http://www ktnv.com/ralston

debate over who should control public lands. this
week on politics now. Dina Titus tells Steve
Sebelius about their efforts: “You not only have to
designate it, you have to put some resources behind
it so you would have some fences, so surveillance,
be able to really protect it”
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Luz Marina Mosquera, director at Hermandad Mexicana Transnacional in Las Vegas, said Reid’s retirement
could have an impact on immigration reform.

Mosquera credits Reid with playing a role President Barack Obama’s actions on immigration, such as his
November executive action that would prevent millions of people in the country illegally from being deported.
In 2012, Obama also used his executive power to allow young people in the country illegally, known as
DREAMers, to stay and work in the country without fear of deportation.

Reid was always pressing for immigration reform, Mosquera said.

“He was someone who aside from representing us as Nevada, he was advocating for immigrants,” she said
Friday. “We all got very sad. Now who is going to help us? We are no longer going to have him there for our
state and for our immigrant community.”

And the work on immigration is not done.
“The battle continues,” she said. “The battle isn’t done.”
TRANSPORTATION

Southern Nevada transportation leaders say they’ll continue to enjoy the relationship they’ve had with other
members of Nevada’s congressional delegation, but the loss of Reid and his seniority will make securing
infrastructure funding a little harder.

Tom Skancke, a member of the Nevada Transportation board and an advocate for a high-speed rail network,
said state officials probably won’t realize until he’s gone how valuable Reid has been as an advocate for state
projects.

“His influence will be substantially missed,” Skancke said. “He’s been an advocate for infrastructure of all
kinds throughout his career and he’s been a supporter of high-speed rail for more than 30 years. It’s not going to
be easy to fill those shoes.”

In an interview aired by Nevada Public Radio on Friday, Reid said he’s still hopeful that he could help secure a
Federal Railroad Administration loan for construction of a high-speed line between Southern California and Las
Vegas. But if it doesn’t happen by September, he said, “I’'m afraid we’ve lost it.”

Tina Quigley, general manager of the Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada, said Reid has
been an example for other members of the state’s congressional delegation on how to advocate on behalf of a

constituency on transportation matters.

“It’s going to be a big loss,” Quigley said. “But regardless of your politics, you can’t deny that Harry Reid
brought millions of transportation dollars to Southern Nevada throughout his career.”

Quigley said Reid and four other members of the delegation will be speakers at next month’s groundbreaking
for the I-11 Boulder City Bypass project. Noting the support and help from other members of the delegation,
Quigley said, “We’ll be in good hands.”

GREEN ENERGY
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“We’ve been using satellite data and satellite imagery and modules to figure out where are the best targets to
look at,” he said. “We also use satellites to measure the reflectance so we can see when the red brome comes

up"’

The final way is using a lot of herbicides, which Smith has not done yet, to try and reduce patches of weeds at
least to keep adjacent areas from burning.

“This is something we’re looking into but it’s not a popular idea,” Smith said.

Smith also noted that there are animals like spring snails and the Moapa dace are becoming part of the
endangered list because some plants and other predators are infecting their habitats.

“We are a hot spot full of endangered species.”

Smith said they have worked to restore the Muddy River, and the BLM started acquiring land to help keep the
Moapa dace alive because talapia was becoming an invasive species.

“It worked its way up into Lake Mead and it started eating the dace,” Smith said. “What we did was put a fish
barrier, or dam, to keep fish from coming upstream, and then we started restoring the surrounding habitat to
make the conditions in the water better for the fish.”

The testing they’ve done has worked out well, and they think they have a good chance of restoring the native
species back into the system, Smith said.

He said the Virgin River is having the same problems as the Muddy River, which they hope they can get
working on within a couple of years.

75








































































Op-ed: Time to make Utah's Bear Ears region a national monument, Peter Metcalf, President of
Black Diamond Equipment, The Hill (Washington DC), May 16, 2016.

Op-ed: Protect Bears Ears before the grave robbers have taken it all, Kevin T. Jones is the former
state archaeologist of Utah. Salt Lake Tribune, May 7, 2016

Op-ed: Dabakis: Protect Bears Ears, Obama, because Utah leaders won’t, By Sen. Jim Dabakis,
The Salt Lake Tribune, April 9, 2016.

Op-ed: Op-ed: Recent national monuments have protected local interests, John Ruple,
University of Utah, The Salt Lake Tribune, March 26, 2016.

Op-ed: It's Time to Heal Bears Ears, Regina Lopez-Whiteskunk, Ute Mountain Ute
Councilwoman, Indian Country Today Media Network, March 4, 2016.

Op-ed: Herbert is wrong about Bears Ears monument, and it’s not just Navajos who know it,
Herman Daniels Jr., Navajo Nation Councilman, The Salt Lake Tribune, February 27, 2016.
Op-ed: My view: Bears Ears and public lands, Chris Frazer, Deseret News, February 24, 2016.
Op-ed: Preservation Is a Civil Rights Issue, Jonathan Bailey, Indian Country Today Media
Network, February 25, 2016.

Op-ed: Bishop's PLI gives away public lands that belong to all Americans, Mitch Hescox and
George Handley, Deseret News, February 21, 2016.

Op-ed: Senate blocks poorly disguised assault on Native American heritage, Carleton R.
Bowekaty, councilman for the Pueblo of Zuni, The Hill, February 19, 2016.

Op-ed: Why the PLI failed American Indians in San Juan County, Willie Grayeyes, Utah Dine
Bikeyah, The Salt Lake Tribune, February 15, 2016.

Op-ed: Cedar Mesa land proposal good for all, Kevin K. Washburn, Law Professor, University Of
New Mexico, Albuquerque Journal, February 7th, 2016.

Op-ed: PLI fails to protect America’s treasures, including Bears Ears, so Obama should, Scott
Groene, SUWA, The Salt Lake Tribune, February 6, 2016.

Op-ed: It's time for Obama to make Bear Ears in Utah a national monument, Secretary Bruce
Babbitt, Los Angeles Times, January 21, 2016.

Op-ed: Tribes unite to protect lands, Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition Co-chairs Eric Descheenie
and Alfred Lomahquahu, Arizona Republic, December 20, 2015.

Other Selected Media and Letters - 2016

Letter: Get on board with public lands, Lance Holter, Salt Lake City, Salt Lake Tribune, May 31,
2016.

Letter: Bears Ears would be a truly ‘Native’ monument, Matt Adolphson, Salt Lake City, Sait Lake
Tribune, May 30, 2016.

Push on to protect Bears Ears - Unlikely allies call for monument designation of 1.9 million acres
of world-class climbing, cultural sites, Grand Junction Daily Sentinel (CO), May 28, 2016.

Letter to the Editor: More is better, Joe Andrade, Salt Lake City, The St. George Spectrum, May
28, 2016.

Combat vet climber finds particular solace in Bears Ears, Grand Junction Daily Sentinel (CO), May
28, 2016

Letter: Native Americans have a voice, and they’re using it, Garon Coriz, M.D., Salt Lake City
(Originally from Santa Domingo Pueblo), Salt Lake Tribune, May 27, 2016.

Letter: 'Utah values', Scott F. Young, Salt Lake City, Deseret News, May 26, 2016

Letter: In Colorado, a greater appreciation for public lands, Thomas Alley, Broomfield, The
Denver Post, May 25, 2016.






Letter: Were rude legislators scarred by childhood? Jifl Merritt, Salt Lake City, The Salt Lake
Tribune, April 23, 2016.

Letter: Bears Ears monument, Madison Hayes, Salt Lake City, Deseret News, April 23, 2016
Letter: Hinkins’ rudeness simply unacceptable, Joanne Slotnik, Salt Lake City, The Salt Lake
Tribune, April 22, 2016.

Jewell commits to Utah visit to hear conservation proposals, The Washington Times, April 19,
2016 (AP story).

Treading lightly on sacred land, Mountain Online, April 12, 2016

Rogue ATVers highlight need for protection & education, Friends of Cedar Mesa (blog), April 7,
2016.

Bagley Cartoon: Bears Ears Monument, By Pat Bagley, The Salt Lake Tribune, First Published Apr
05 2016 05:36PM

In Bears Ears We Trust: Tribally co-managed national monument offers protection and
prosperity, Sharon Buccino, Natural Resources Defense Council {blog), April 4, 2016.

Letter: Beautiful part of Utah deserves protection, Tim Yanacheck, Wisconsin State Journal
(Madison, W1), April 2, 2016.

Jonah Yellowman on “Radio From Hell” morning radio show, KXRK X96 FM Radio (Salt Lake City),
April 1, 2016.

Utes, Navajo seek monument to preserve canyon - Utes, Navajos want monument status to
protect 1.9M acres of ancestral lands, The Durango Herald, March 30, 2016.

Obama bears the right to create national parks, Morgan Bulman, The Stylus — The Student
Newspaper of the College at Brockport (New York), March 29, 2016.

Letter: Monument would protect lands from Bishop, legislators, David E. Jensen, Holladay, The
Salt Lake Tribune, March 29, 2016.

Letter: Bears Ears monument would be a delight for the eyes, R. Thomas Berner, Bellefonte,
Penn, The Salt Lake Tribune, March 29, 2016.

Letter: A National Monument in Utah, Willie Grayeyes, Utah Dine Bikeyah, The New York Times,
March 28, 2016.

Conservation group: Bears Ears proposal has deep roots, Navajo Times, March 24, 2016.

The Year of Bears Ears, Conservation Alliance (blog), March 21st, 2016.

College, university students rally at Capitol for Utah’s wildlands, Fox 13 News, March 15, 2016.
USU student, peers rally against Public Lands Initiative, Logan Herald Journal, Mar 15, 2016.
University students decry Bishop's public lands bill, Deseret News, March 15, 2016.

Letter: PL! a bad bill, Heather Dove, Deseret News, March 13 2016.

Protecting Bears Ears, Native America Calling, March 11,2016

Tribes oppose effort to stop Bears Ears National Monument in Utah, Indianz.com, March 10,
2016.

Letter: The ‘rightful owners’ are the Native Americans, Dudley Mcllhenny, The Salt Lake Tribune,
March 05, 2016.

Letter: Bears Ears must be protected, Murray Cohen, Denver, Moab Sun News, March 3, 2016
Letter: Public Lands Initiative only benefits a few, David Harrison, Salem, Statesman Journal
(Salem, OR), March 3, 2016.

Unprecedented tribal call for national monument, Examiner.com, March 2, 2016

Letter: Bears Ears region needs national monument recognition John Ross, Moab, Utah

Grand Junction Sentinel, March 2, 2016.




































WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

HOPI TRIBAL COUNCIL
RESOLUTION
H-035-2016

the Hopi Tribe is a federally recognized Indian Tribe pursuant to the Indian
Reorganization Act of 1934, and the Hopi Tribal Council is empowered by the
Constitution and By-laws of the Hopi Tribe, ARTICLE VI-POWERS OF THE
TRIBAL COUNCIL, SECTION 1 (a), (d), and (k), respectively: “To represent
and speak for the Hopi Tribe in all matters for the welfare of the Tribe . . .”; “To
advise with the Secretary of the Interior and other govemnmental agencies. . .”; and
“To protect the arts, crafts, traditions, and ceremonies . . .”; and

ARTICLE IV-EAGLE HUNTING TERRITORIES AND SHRINES, of the
Constitution and By-laws of the Hopi Tribe provides that the Tribal Council shall
negotiate with the United States Government agencies concerned, and with other
tribes and other persons concerned, in order to secure protection of the right of the
Hopi Tribe to “...secure adequate protection for its outlaying, established shrines .
. and

pursuant to Resolution H-098-2011, the Hopi Tribal Council adopted the 2011
revised Hopit P&tskwaniat, the Hopi Tribal Consolidated Strategic Plan, which
established Hopi Tribal goals “Towards Preservation & Protection of Cultural
Resources”, “to fulfill the constitutional responsibilities in the protection and
preservation . . .” and to “continue the preservation and protection of cultural
resources including archeological sites, traditional cultural properties and other

historical properties.”; and






WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

HOPI TRIBAL COUNCIL
RESOLUTION
H-035-2016

these lands are part of our ancestral lands and Hopi history and cultural values
associated with ancestral sites and landscapes are deep and abiding, and pursuant
to Hopi Tribal Council Resolution H-70-94, the Hopi Tribe claims cultural
affiliation to Ancestral Puebloan cultural groups in the greater Cedar Mesa area,
and the Hopi Tribe supports the identification and avoidance of prehistoric
archaeological sites and Traditional Cultural Properties, and we consider the
prehistoric archaeological sites of our ancestors to be “footprints” and Traditional
Cultural Properties; and

in the attached letter from Chairman Herman Honanie dated September 30, 2014
to President Barack Obama, Senator Orin Hatch, Senator Mike Lee, Congressman
Rob Bishop, Congressman Jason Chaffetz, Congressman Jim Matheson, and
Congressman Chris Stewart, the Hopi Tribe supported the designation of the
greater Cedar Mesa area in southeastern Utah as a National Conservation Area or
National Monument; and

the Hopi Tribe is fully aware that over the last few decades the archaeological,
natural and geographic resources in the region have been severely impacted by
looting, federal management inadequacies, industrial development, and rampant
visitation including increased motorized and recreational access and inappropriate
all-terrain vehicle use, and the Tribe has encouraged the Bureau of Land
Management to enforce the laws protecting cultural and natural resources on

public land in San Juan County and not to acquiesce to local political and illegal






HOPI TRIBAL COUNCIL
RESOLUTION
H-035-2016
the BEARS EARS NATIONAL MONUMENT that provides for protection,
preservation, and avoidance of our ancestor’s human remains and associated
fimerary objects.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Offices of the Chairman and Vice Chairman and the
Hopi Cultural Preservation Office are hereby authorized to continue consultations
with the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition for the purpose of developing and
supporting a proposal for a Presidential Proclamation designating BEARS EARS
NATIONAL MONUMENT, which recognizes these lands as Hopi ancestral lands
and requires Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition co-menagement in policy

formulation, management, and evaluation of results.








































































12.

13+

14.

15.

NABIMA-13-15

Native Americans have shown quality and excellence in managing
lands and natural resources to protect the cultural integrity
of the homeland of Native peoples; and

These areas are under constant threat of cultural vandalism,
looting of Native cultural sites, indiscriminate off road
vehicle use that damages areas sacred to Native peoples, energy
development footprints that negatively impact lands of historic
and cultural importance, and general degradation of wildlife
and plant habitats of importance to Native traditional
practices; and

To prevent this rapid destruction of lands in the San Juan
County region important to Native peoples, formal protection as
a national conservation area or national monument is required;
and

Formal protection of the area as a National Conservation
Area/National Monument will provide important consistency and
quality to management of these lands, and define principles of
management that will positively affect Native values on these
lands in the following ways:

A. Protection will be permanent, part of a national system of
protected lands that carry strong and clear legal
definitions of the primacy of conservation of cultural,
historical and ecological values that define Native
connections to these lands.

B. Protection as a national conservation area or national
monument creates important opportunities for Native
American co-management of these resources and increased
funding for protection with an emphasis on conservation and
preservation of the 1region’s cultural and natural
resources.

C. Protection should be at the 1largest landscape level
possible, providing connectivity of wildlife and plant
habitats, ecological integrity of the region and be
comprehensive in its protection of Native sacred sites,
which cannot be considered out of the context of the larger
landscape .

D. Protection of the region as a national conservation area or
national monument will be a top priority for concerned
federal agencies, with public involvement and prioritization
of staffing, resources and cooperation with Native peoples.
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RED MESA CHAPTER
Red Mesa, Navajo Nation, Utah

Resolution RM- Ol{-08-¢a-10

RESOLUTION OF THE RED MESA CHAPTER

SUPPORTING THE “UTAH NAVAJO SAN JUAN COUNTY LAND-USE LEGISLATIVE
PROPOSAL” TO PROTECT NAVAJO RIGHTS AND INTERESTS ON FEDERAL LANDS FOR

FUTURE GENERATIONS,
WHEREAS:

1. RED MESA CHAPTER is officially recognized and certified as a political unit of the Navajo Tribal
Governmont pursuant to Navajo Tribc Council Resolution No. CJ-20-55; and

2 RED MESA CHAPTER includes community members that live in San Juan County and depead on
its federal lands and resources; and

3. RED MESA CHAPTER community members occupy a special status as both U.S. citizeas and
members of the Navajo Nation whose ancestral lands encompass all of San Juan County; and

4. OnMarch 23", 2010, Utsh Seator Bob Beanelt manounced the inientioa to pursuc the creation of 8
Congressional land-uso biil that will likely result in the designation of wilderness, boundary and
management changes to National Parks and monuments, and the zoning of different regions of the county for
prolcction and development; and

5. Scnator Bennett's offico has requested information from the Utah Navajo rolated to [and use, natural
resource use, and motorized access needs of the Utah Navajo community members; and

6. The Utah Navajo arc in the process of creating & land plaa to inform this and futurc land
management processes in which the Tribe holds interests. .

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, tho official position of the RED MESA CHAPTER, rcgarding the
creation of San Juan County Land-Use Legistation is as follows:

1. The RED MESA CHAPTER supports the “Utah Navajo Land-Use Proposal” submitied to Senator
Benneit’s office on , 2010,

2. The RED MESA CHAPTER supports the designation of a special management area (such asa
Natiooz! Conservation Area) in which tho Navajo peoplo's interests in these landscapes are acknowledged
and co-management, shared decision-making, and rovenus sharing are explored.

3. The RED MESA CHAPTER supports the designation of current roadless areas in San Juan County
as wildemess.

4. RED MESA CHAPTER community members are in the process of identifying motosized access
routes 1o ensure that routes cucreatly used to access ceremonial, huating, gathering, and firewood collecting
sites are not disrupted by wildemess designation.










. Paje lhree of Three
- DATE: 11/09/14 —

RESOLUTION NO: QLT JI-(s 5ty

© Protection of the region s a national conscrvation ares or national monument will be a top priority for
coacemmed fedesal agencies, with public involvement and a protitization of swuffing, resources and
coopemtion with Native peoples.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ofjato Chapter extends its suppott for

® Designation of the full extent of the Dine Bikeyah National Consctvation Ares/ National Mopument in San
Juan County, Ush

® Designation of identified roadless areas as Wilderness, under the Wilderness Act

» Eswblishment of Co-management Agreement(s) between the Navajo Nation/ other Tiibes and the federal
government to improve management and elevate the Native Amesican voice in the long-term sustainable
management of the region

CERTIFICATION

We hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered by the Oljato Chapter at a regular duly called
meeting at Oljato, Navajo Nation, Utah at which a quorum was present and that same was passed by a vote of
4T __in favor, O opposedand & sbstrined, this 9 day of NOVEMBER 2014.

1" Motion by:_Nejon M el{owmen 2™ Motion by: tﬁm EQEQM

erman Daniels Jr., Chapter President Albert Holiday, Vice-President

L)

QU
LaNell Menard-Parrish, Secretary/Treasurer ot Daniels, g Officer

















































May 4, 2016

William H. King
Chair, Utah Native Plant Society
1564 S. Wasatch Drive

Mo~ Z
i

Salt Lake City, Utah 84108 SOCIETY

801-582-0432
mzzzyt@aol.com

President Barack Obama
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20500
RE: UNPS Support for the proposed Bears Ears National Monument.

Dear Mr. President,

The Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition has written to you requesting the designation of Bears
Ears National Monument, San Juan County, Utah under the 1906 Antiquities Act. Their prirary
reason for the request is to protect some 100,000 archaeological sites as well as sacred lands.

The Utah Native Plant Society (UNPS) Board of Directors has voted on March 31, 2016 to
support the designation of Bears Ears as a National Momumnent. In addition to protecting the
100,000 archeological sites and sacred lands, Bears Ears would make a wonderful reserve,
provide additional protection and collaborative mapagement for the many rare plants, animals
and fish that Jive within the proposed National Mommmnent.

There are nearly 900 species of plants within or near the proposed monument borders of which
over 100 are on our UNPS Rare Plant List inchxding one Federally listed as a Threatened
species, Carex specuicola, Navajo Sedge. In addition, there are 7 plant species of high
conservation concern and 34 species on our Watch List. See the list below. Additionally, there
are more than 50 plant species of medium conservation concern in or near the proposed park
borders.

The Department of Natural Resources, State of Utah, in a letter to us dated April 5, 2016 has
identified 20 recent records of species of animals and fish that are near or in the borders of the
proposed National Monument that they identify as sensitive, species of concern: Allens
big-eared bat, American three-toed woodpecker, big free-tailed bat, bluehead sucker,
burrowing owl, Colorado pikeminnow;, desert night kzard, flanmelmouth sucker, great plains
toad, greater sage- grouse, Gumnison’s praire-dog, northern goshawk, razorback sucker,
roundtail chub, southwestern willow fycatcher, spotted bat, spotted owl, Townsend’s big-eared
bat, Yavapai mountainsnail and yellow-billed cuckoo. They also have a historical record
occurrence for common chuckwalla.
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Helianthella partyi, Parry’s little sunflower

Layia platyglossa, Coastal tidytips

Pectis angustifolia var. angustifolia, Narrowleaf pectis
Perityle specuicola, Alcove rock-daisy
Symphyotrichum ericoides var. pansum, White heath aster
Atriplex obovata, New Mexico saltbush

Carex curatorum, Canyonlands sedge

Cladium cafifornicum, Saw-grass

Astragalus monumentalis, Monument milkvetch
Astragalus paturitensis, Naturita milkvetch

Astragalus piscator, Fisher milkvetch

Pediomelum aromaticum var. Tuhyi, Tuhy’s breadroot
Nama hispida, Hairy nama

Nama retrorsa, Howell’s nama

Allium geveri var. chatterleyi, Chatterley’s onion

Phlox lutescens, Yellowish phiox

Eriogonum cernuum var. psammophilum, Sand Dune nodding wild buckwheat
Eriogonum scabrellum, Westwater wild buckwheat
Portulaca halimoides, Dwarf purslane

Dodecatheon pulchellum var. Zionense, Zion shooting star
Primula specuicola, Cave primrose

Trautvetteria caroliniensis, Carolina tassel-rue

Ceonothus vestitus var. franklinii, Franklin’s desert lilac
Geum aleppicum, Erect avens '
Potentilla nivea, Snow cinquefoil

Rubus neomexicanus, New Mexico thimbleberry






























submission. Yet, only 3% of BLM land here has been surveyed for cultural resources, so
while we enthusiastically submit the attached ideas for your consideration, the areas
proposed do not represent all of the important archaeological sites in San Juan County
but rather are based on the information known today.

Under separate cover, we also intend to submit our ideas for protection of cultural
resource sites in Nine Mile Canyon.

We propose general boundaries for these areas as shown on the attached maps which
were drawn to include land that is principally managed by the BLM. However, within
these boundaries are a number of SITLA and private land parcels that would not be
subject to federal legislative designation.

We are interested in participating in your tour planned for Monday, August 12. Thank
you again for inviting our input. We look forward to continuing our participation in this

process.

Sincerely,

Barbara Pahl
Western Vice President









THE EPISCOPAL

DIOCESE OF UTA

N

Statement from The Rt. Rev. Scott B. Hayashi, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Utah

The Rt. Rev. Scott B. Hayashi, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Utah, believes that we must protect our
God-given treasures on earth and recognize the treasures of Native Americans. Both are consistent with
a number of resolutions adopted by conventions of the Episcopal Church. Bishop Hayashi goes on to say
that we must act in a way that isn’t “jeopardizing the future by actions of today that may result in the
exploitation of precious and culturally important lands”. Certainly protecting the Bears Ears, by
designating it as a National Monument, is 2 way to ensure that we do not exploit these precious lands
that have also been so culturally important to Native Americans for centuries, as well as treasures for us

all in centuries to come.

Connection + Growih + Formation =  Justice









President Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsyivania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Obama,

Our non-profit organization, Mormon Environmental Stewardship Alliance (AKA:
“MESA"), reflects the values and views of many thousands of LDS citizens and their
supporters in asking you to use your authority under the Antiquities Act to protect the
Bears Ears landscape in southeastern Utah as a national monument that honors
ancestral and contemporary Native American connections to the region. These lands
were once home to the ancestors of many Utah tribes before they were assigned to
“reservations”.

The Bears Ears area of Utah is probably the most significant unprotected cultural
landscape in our nation. National monument designation would protect over 100,000
cultural sites located on the 1.9 million acres of public lands managed by the Bureau of
Land Management, Forest Service, and National Park Service. It would offer protection
to traditional Native American land use. And it would preserve sacred resources that
are a place of subsistence, spirituality and healing for our Native American brothers and
sisters across the Colorado Plateau.

By protecting the Bears Ears, you'll be safeguarding thousands of cliff dwellings,
villages and rock art paneils of the Ancestral Puebloan people. You'll be keeping
pristine and accessible for generations to come a magnificent landscape, immensely
rich in biodiversity. You'll also be protecting the Colorado River Basin that 40 million
Americans rely upon.

MESA supports the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition’s proposal for tribal collaborative
management of the Bears Ears National Monument. We believe this new monument
has the potential to become a world-class institute of learning and land management
that would showcase how traditional knowledge & stewardship principles harmonize
with scientific, ecological, and conservation values, for the benefit of all Americans.

President Obama, please use your authority under the Antiquities Act to proclaim Bears
Ears National Monument, and leave a legacy that protects the past and the future of this
national treasure for all time.

Sincerely,

Ty Markham, Chair

Mormon Environmental Stewardship Alliance (MESA)

Cc: Secretary Sally Jewel, Dept. of Interior
Secretary Tom Vilsack, Dept. of Agriculture


















Obama should listen to Native Americans to preserve Bears Ears 5/31/16, 4:05 PM

()

Just consider these reflections my fellow veterans shared with me after the trip:

“l was reminded that climbing is all about you on the wall trusting a friend, just like you did
in combat, instead of bottling up all your fears. That’s how we lose guys. They bottle it up and
the lid blows off. A trip like this to Bears Ears actually saves lives.”

“It sounds simple and it is. But too often veterans tend to get isolated. We lose our sense
of community. Climbing and camping together, especially in a place like this, restores community.”

“| just want to see this land preserved so that | can return here with friends and family and
show them what | have experienced, and so future generations can come and have the
same experience too. That would be pretty amazing.”

The Native American tribes asking President Obama to protect Bears Ears are right that
a national monument offers an opportunity for healing. Veterans are among those who
would benefit deeply.

Veterans have given so much for our country. Protecting Bears Ears would do so much
for them. Operation Climb On hopes that President Obama acts soon.

Michael Cumming is a combat veteran living in Salt Lake City who founded Operation Climb On, a
therapeutic climbing program for veterans.

http://www.standard.net/Recreation/2016/05/19/0Obama-should-listen...ative-Americans-to-preserve-Bears-Ears?printFriendly=201605161540 Page 3ot 3






In the absence of leadership by state leaders and the US Congress, your administration has the
opportunity, and the authority, to set in place permanent protection measures for this historic
region.

As your final year in office winds down, there is still work to be done to protect America’s last
great wildlands, places of important cultural and historical significance, and places veterans use
to heal from the trauma of war. Proclaiming Bears Ears as a National Monument would honor
the ancestral and contemporary Native American connections to this sacred region of
southeastern Utah and also ensure that world class recreation opportunities continue to be
accessible.

As veterans we served to protect our nation’s citizens, values and lands. Native Americans
volunteer in the Armed Forces more than any other U.S. demographic to defend this great
country. We have the opportunity to continue that oath and ensure that future generations are
provided the chance to learn, explore, recreate, nurture and heal in a cherished piece of
American history. Please designate Bears Ears as a National Monument.

Sincerely,

THE UNDERSIGNED:
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Logan, UT 84321

Jim Blackburn
Salt Lake City, UT 84121

Andrew Bloebaum
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David Vigil
Walsenburg, CO 81089

Wayne Wathen
Littleton, CO 80130

Lynn Welch
Monument, CO 80132

Mike Winget
Denver, CO 80229

David Winsett
Boulder, CO 80303

Robert Wise
Eaton, CO 80615

John Crandall
Colorado Springs, CO 80903

Phillip Bateman
Ranchos de Taos, NM 87557

Samuel Bensonhaver
Albuquerque, NM 87122

Patrick Berry
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Donald Evans
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Corrales, NM 87048
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Robert Fralick
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ChiltonGregory
Albuquerque, NM 87106

Elaine Gross
Albugquerque, NM 87187

Richard Gutierrez
Santa Fe, NM 87507
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Michael Berry
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Lloyd Burton
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Richard Fleck
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Charles Fletcher
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Larry Forrest
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James Pierce
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Kathryn Richardson
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Richard Riley
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Scottsdale, AZ 85260
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Richard Skinner
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Preston Smith
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Tobey Thatcher
Sahuarita, AZ 85629

James Wilson
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Thomas Smith
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Ron W. Smith
Providence, UT 84332
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Ogden, UT 84405

John Wayman
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Ogden, UT 84403
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Salt Lake City, UT 84107
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Phoenix, AZ 85086
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Bruce MacKay
Albuguerque, NM 87102
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Santa Fe, NM 87508
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Las Cruces, NM 88005

Reece Parker
Albuquerque, NM 87123
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Edgewood, NM 87015

Robert Rosas
Albuquerque, NM 87108
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CC: The Honorable Sally Jewell, Secretary of the Interior
CC: The Honorable Tom Vilsack, Secretary of Agriculture
CC: Christy Goldfuss, Managing Director, White House Council on Environmental Quality



June thd, 2016 [letter in process]
Dear President Obama:

Outdoor industry companies depend on wild, scenic and untrammeled landscapes where our
customers can escape to find rejuvenation, discovery and inspiration while doing what they love to
do. The outdoor industry in Utah alone generates $12 Billion in consumer spending and more than
122,000 jobs. Sustaining this economic driver necessitates that we protect the places that our
customers visit and explore. The Bears Ears landscape in southeastern Utah epitomizes the kind of
unique and internationally significant place we need to have protected not only for its economic
value to our industry but also for its cultural value to future generations.

We fully support the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition’s proposal to create a unique collaboratively
managed National Monument that respects and celebrates the traditional and ancestral ties of
Native American people to these lands, while also protecting this amazing area for all Americans.
Having a strong Native American voice in land management at Bears Ears will result in
environmentally sensitive policies and decisions. The undersigned outdoor industry companies urge
you to exercise your authority to protect the Bears Ears area as soon as possible.

While there are many, many reasons to protect the Bears Ears, the reason we in the outdoor industry
understand best is the value of this area for recreation and respectful adventure. As outdoor industry
leaders, we acknowledge that the Bears Ears region is indeed America’s most significant
unprotected cultural landscape. We know that recreation on these iands, with their sacred cultural
areas and more than 100,000 archaeological sites must be carried out respectfully and with the
utmost commitment to leave-no-trace principals.

The Indian Creek area and many more remote climbing areas are world famous climbing
destinations almost every climber dreams of visiting one day. The Bears Ears is also home to dozens
of remote slot canyons where canyoneers test their skills while being inspired by scenery carved over
the millennia. Backpackers and hikers visit Bears Ears in all four seasons to explore wild red-rock
canyons that intrigue visitors with unmapped cliff dwellings or rock art panels around almost every
bend in the canyon. River runners travel from around the world to float the San Juan and Colorado
rivers, which border the region on the south and west. Many others visit for the remarkable history
and archaeology of the region. These visitors will all benefit directly from Native American
engagement in management and interpretation of the Bears Ears National Monument.

For all of these reasons, we wholeheartedly endorse the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition’s proposal
for a Bears Ears National Monument, and pledge our support to helping to make the designation a
reality.

Sincerely,

Osprey Packs

Ibex Qutdoor Clothing

Ruffwear Performance Dog Gear
Black Diamond

Patagonia

Mountainsmith

The North Face

Timberland

Smartwool






established, we believe it must allow continued, sustainably-managed, responsible
recreation where such activities are consistent with the protection of the Bears Ears
region’s other unique values.

We urge you to take action to permanently protect Bears Ears.

Respectfully,

Access Fund

American Alpine Club
Conservation Lands Foundation
Friends of Cedar Mesa

Friends of Indian Creek
Outdoor Alliance

The Wilderness Society

The Conservation Alliance
League of Conservation Voters

National Parks Conservation Association

CC: Robert Bonnie, Undersecretary for Natural Resources and Environment, USDA
Neil Kornze, Director, Bureau of Land Management
Tom Tidwell, Chief, US Forest Service
Jon Jarvis, Director, National Park Service






to do. The outdoor industry in Utah alone generates $12 billion in consumer spending and more
than 122,000 jobs,” added Peter Metcalf, Founder of Black Diamond Equipment, Ltd., based in
Salt Lake City, UT. “Protecting an area like Bears Ears is not only the right thing to do for its
cultural values, but it will protect for future generations the activities our customers love and
use our products for. As a Utah business leader, it is about time that the legislature embraced an
opportunity like Bears Ears instead of throwing up roadblocks.”

“While there are many, many reasons to protect Bears Ears, the reason the outdoor industry
understands best is the value of this area for recreation and respectful adventure,” stated Mark
“Roody” Rasmussen of the Petzl Foundation, based in West Valley City, UT. “As outdoor
industry leaders, we acknowledge that the Bears Ears region is indeed America’s most
significant unprotected cultural landscape. I’'m deeply disturbed by the actions of the
legislature and hope they change course on this issue.”

“As a company with a retail presence in Utah for nearly 30 years, Patagonia and its customers
know the importance of the cultural significance and recreational potential of the Bears Ears
region,” said Lisa Pike Sheehy, Patagonia’s VP of Environmental Activism, a Ventura, California-
based company with a retail store in Salt Lake City. “The Utah legislature is clearly out of touch
with its citizens by opposing national monument designation for Bears Ears and we are deeply
disappointed by today’s actions.”

“Once again the Utah State Legislature clearly demonstrates they are not representing the
Citizens of Utah who have decidedly come out in favor of the Bears Ears National Monument
proposal. The Utah Legislature’s actions beyond a doubt show they are representing the private
interests of a few individuals and corporations above the overwhelmingly majority,” said Kevin
Boyle President and Founder of KUHL, a Salt Lake City-based apparel manufacturer.












OPEN LETTER FROM THE BELOW SIGNED ARCHAEOLOGISTS
TO

PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA

Dear President Obama:

As the 110th Anniversary of the Antiquities Act nears, one of America's most significant cultural
landscapes remains unprotected. More than a century of looting, grave robbing and vandalism in
the Cedar Mesa and Bears Ears region has insulted Native American spirituality, marred the
scientific record, and erased American history. These crimes against both the past and the future
continue at an alarming rate, with several dozen incidents in the last two years. Increasing
visitation combined with a severe lack of resources for effective management and enforcement
also create newer but no less menacing challenges to archaeology in the region.

Yet so much remains to be saved, if only we take action now. The Bears Ears cultural landscape
is full of stunning and remarkabiy well preserved cliff dwellings. Countless mesa-top pueblos,
shrines and ancient roads attest to the tenacity of ancient inhabitants. Internationally important
petroglyph and pictograph panels inspire visitors with the artistry of ancient storytellers.
Undisturbed burials still cradle the ancestors of many regional Native American tribes. The
preservation and density of these cultural resources rival and perhaps exceed those found within
many nearby national parks and monuments. With more than 100,000 archaeological sites, the
Bears Ears region is filled with exactly the kinds of “objects” the 1906 Antiquities Act was
created to protect.

As professional or avocational archaeologists, we have a particular appreciation for the cultural,
scientific and human importance of this area. For well over 100 years, archaeological research in
Bears Ears and specifically in Cedar Mesa area has contributed greatly to knowledge of the
prehistoric and historic cultures of the American Southwest. With the vast majority of
archaeological sites in Bears Ears still undocumented, respectful research can and should
continue to inform our knowledge of the past.

President Obama, please ready your pen to create a National Monument should Congress
continue its failure to protect this internationally significant cultural landscape. By so doing you
will preserve a landscape of immeasurable cultural and scientific value, recognize the spiritual
significance of this place to Native American people, and create a legacy that will be cherished
by future generations.

Sincerely,

Undersigned Professional Archaeologists

David Abbott, AZ Joyce Alpert, CA Kirk Astroth, AZ

Evans Adams, CO James Angerer, CO David Ayers, NM

Savanna Agardy, UT Peter Anick, MA Kathleen Bader, AZ
Andrew Albosta , CO linda Apgar, NJ Pam & Quentin Baker, UT

James Altison, UT Matthew Aspros, CO Jennifer Bannick, UT












Jessica Savage, CO
Todd Scarbrough, NM
James Scheuer, SC
Kari Schleher, CO
Karen G Schollmeyer, AZ
Sloan E E Schwindt, CO
Leslie Scopes, UT
Madeleine Sellers, UT
John Senulis, UT
Owen Severance, UT
John Sexton, CA
Susan Seyden, NC
Michael Shackley, NM
Phillip Shelley, NM
William Shields, AR
Donna Shoemaker, CA
JoAnn Shults, ID
Nikki Shurack, NM
Cheryl Shushan, MA
D Sifuentes, CA

Deb Silverman, CO
Rebecca Simon, CO
Rebecca Simon, CO
Marcia Simonis, UT
Sheryl Sinclair, CA
April Smith, AZ

Jan Smith, UT

Jaye Smith, AZ
Rachel Smith, CO
Susan Smith, UT

Joe Sneed, NM

Brian Snyder, AZ
Mary Sojourner, AZ

Rob Sorensen, FL
Ryan Spittler, CO
Jane Starks, NM
Alex Stavis, NY
Patricia Stavish, CO
Paul Stirniman, CO
David Stoker, AZ
Rebecca Stoneman-
Washee, UT

Jamie Stott, UT
Jenepher Stowell, CA.
Kate Stratford, UT
Mark Stuart, UT
Kevin Taylor, CA
Wendy Teeter, CA
Kenneth Thomas, UT
Martha Thomas, UT
Terry Thomas, UT
Kate Thompson, CO
Kellam Throgmorton, NY
Nancy Tibbetts, NM
Larry Tice, AZ
Jonathan Till, UT
Peter Trosclair, CO
Marilyn Unruh, AZ
Sharon Urban, AZ
Melissa Utermoehlen , UT
Scott Van Keuren, VT
Mark Varien, CO
Anne Vassar, WA
Fred Vaughan, NC
Tim Viereck, NM
Marien Villaman, VA

Diane Vogt-O'Connor, MD
Connie VonSleichter, UT
Mariah Wade, TX
Nicholas Walendziak, UT
Charlotte Walter, CA
Ryan Washam, UT
Catherine Wasklewicz, VT
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In short, this landscape of high mountain peaks, deep sinuous canyons, and long broken

mesas provide irreplaceable habitat for wildlife and plants, and deserves to be adequately
protected. Ifit’s not, we can see what happens here in Utah to landscapes that are not protected...
oil and gas drilling, potentially along with tar sands, uranium, and potash mining will inevitably
degrade this critical wildlife habitat, given enough time and presumably no foreseeable change from
the “energy status quo” (more fossil fuels, little interest in renewables) here in Utah.

President Obama, please use your authority under the Antiquities Act to proclaim Bears Ears
National Monument, and leave a legacy that protects the past -- and future -- of this national
treasure for all time.

Sincerely,
Allison Jones
Executive Director

Wild Utah Project

Cc Secretary Sally Jewel, Dept. of Interior
Secretary Tom Vilsack, Dept. of Agriculture






Illinois Task Force for Utah Wilderness

19160 Pierce Ct., Homewood, IL 60430

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20500 May 25, 2016

Dear President Obama,

The llinois Task Force for Utah Wilderness encourages you to use your authority under the Antiquities
Act to protect the Bears Ears landscape in southeastern Utah by designating it as a national monument.
The Antiquities Act was enacted in 1906 primarily for protection of the Native American cultural
resources in the southwest. The Bears Ears Monument is the first request from Native Americans
themselves for use of the Act to honor and preserve ancestral and contemporary Native American cultural
treasures. These treasures are the heritage of all humankind - they are part of our story, no matter our
current cultural affiliation.

The Bears Ears area is the most significant unprotected cultural landscape in the United States. A
monument designation would offer protection to traditional Native American land use and more than
100,000 cultural sites located on 1.9 million acres of public lands presently managed by Federal agencies.
By protecting Bears Ears, you’ll preserve sacred resources that continue to be vital to tribal communities
across the Colorado Plateau. You’ll safeguard tens of thousands of important cultural sites, including the
cliff dwellings, villages, and rock art panels of the Ancestral Puebloan people. And you’ll ensure that this
magnificent landscape, rich in biodiversity and of critical importance to the Colorado River Basin upon
which 40 million Americans rely, will remain pristine and accessible for generations of Americans to
come.

The Illinois Task Force for Utah Wilderness also supports the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition’s proposal
for tribal collaborative management of the Bears Ears National Monument. This new monument has the
potential to be a world-class initiative for learning and land management, bringing traditional knowledge
into partnership with scientific conservation values, for the benefit of all Americans.

President Obama, please use your authority under the Antiquities Act to proclaim Bears Ears National
Monument, and leave a legacy that protects the past -- and future -- of this national treasure for all of us
and for all time.

Sincerely,

Rita Billon Clayton Daughenbaugh Anne McKibbin
Rev. Terry Clark Nils Larsen Jeff Miller
Peter Cole Eric Lombard Pat Spagat

Cc: Secretary Sally Jewel, Dept. of Interior
Secretary Tom Vilsack, Dept. of Agriculture






New Mexico Friends of Utah Wilderness
3505 Calle Cuervo NW
Apt 928

Albuquerque New Mexico 87114
May 28, 2016

President Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Obama;

The New Mexico Friends of Utah Wilderness are writing this lefter to ask you to use your
authority under the Antiquities Act to protect as a national monument the Bears Ears area in
southeastern Utah. Currently, this area is the most significant unprotected cultural landscape in
the United States.

A monument designation would offer protection to and more than 100,000 cultural sites located on
the 1.9 million acres of public lands managed by the Bureau of Land Management. By protecting
Bears Ears, you will preserve sacred resources that continue to be vital to tribal communities
across the Colorado Plateau as a place of subsistence, spirituality, and healing. You will safeguard
tens of thousands of important cultural sites, including the cliff dwellings, villages, and rock art
panels of the Ancestral Puebloan people. And you will ensure that this magnificent landscape, rich
in biodiversity, will remain pristine and accessible for generations of Americans to come.

The New Mexico Friends of Utah Wilderness also supports the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal
Coalition’s proposal for tribal collaborative management of the Bears Ears National Monument.
This new monument has the potential to create a world-class institute of learning and land
management, bringing traditional knowledge into partnership with scientific, ecological, and
conservation values, for the benefit of all Americans.

President Obama, please use your authority under the Antiquities Act to proclaim Bears Ears

National Monument, and leave a legacy that protects the past -- and future -- of this national
treasure for all time.

Respectfully,
Beverly Garrett, volunteer for
New Mexico Friends of Utah Wilderness

Cc Secretary Sally Jewel, Dept. of Interior
Secretary Tom Vilsack, Dept. of Agriculture






Connie Spotts, President
















































“I was reminded that climbing is all about you on the wall trusting a friend, just like you did
in combat, instead of bottling up all your fears. That’s how we lose guys. They bottle it up and
the lid blows off. A trip like this to Bears Ears actually saves lives.”

“It sounds simple and it is. But too often veterans tend to get isolated. We lose our sense
of community. Climbing and camping together, especially in a place like this, restores
community.”

“I just want to see this land preserved so that I can return here with friends and family and
show them what I have experienced, and so future generations can come and have the
same experience too. That would be pretty amazing.”

The Native American tribes asking President Obama to protect Bears Ears are right that
a national monument offers an opportunity for healing. Veterans are among those who
would benefit deeply.

Veterans have given so much for our country. Protecting Bears Ears would do so much for them.
Operation Climb On hopes that President Obama acts soon.

Michael Cumming is a combat veteran living in Salt Lake City who founded Operation Climb
On, a therapeutic climbing program for veterans.






by Colorado College. Yet, it is disheartening
to see our state leaders fail to show respect
to the Tribal Nations and the Native
American communities in our state who are
calling for the protection of Bears Ears.

With a non-functional Congress unable to
pass legislation of nearly any type and
Utah’s Congressional leaders’ failure to take
the Tribes’ proposal seriously, not
incorporate the enthusiastic support of
America’s outdoor industry or the majority
of Utah’s citizens, it’s time for the President
to step in and use his authority under the
Antiquities Act to declare a national
monument protecting Bears Ears.

This needs to happen quickly, before the
lands are diminished further from a growing

assault by off-road vehicles, antiquity
looters, and a myriad of extractive industries
eyeing opportunities to exploit the landscape
for their own private, short-term gain.
Native Americans have led this initiative,
and all Americans should stand behind them
in asking Congress and the president to act
now and preserve a landscape essential to
our collective heritage.

Peter Metcalf was the founder and long-time
CEO of Black Diamond. He lives in Park City and
is currently on the board of the Outdoor Alliance
and several other non-profit, business and
government connected Boards.


















declares that "it shall be the policy of the United
States to protect and preserve for American
Indians their inherent right of freedom to
believe, express, and exercise the traditional
religions ... including but not limited to access to
sites, use and possession of sacred objects, and
the freedom to worship through ceremonials and
traditional rites."

In fact, in designating the Chimney Rock
Mountains National Monument, President
Obama required the Forest Service to "protect
and preserve access by tribal members for
traditional cultural, spiritual, and food- and
medicine-gathering purposes, consistent with the
purposes of the monument, to the maximum

extent permitted by law." Virtually identical
language is found in each of the six most recent
monument proclamations.

If President Obama does create the Bears Ears
National Monument, we should expect that he
will take similar steps to protect state, local and
tribal interests. Let's set aside political rhetoric
and debate the Bears Ears proposal and Public
Lands Initiative with these facts in mind.

John Ruple is an associate professor of law
(research) at the University of Utah's S.J.
Quinney College of Law, and a fellow with the
University's Wallace Stegner Center for Land,
Resources and the Environment.


















producing wells on file. In 2014, oil production
was at its highest since 1985 (40,911,258 BBL
and 41,079,871 BBL, respectively). Oil and gas
companies are pushing for new leases in the
Bears Ears region, particularly on Cedar Mesa
and Tank Mesa.

So, here we have a history in the Bears Ears
region of San Juan County marked by looting
native artifacts and increasing oil and gas
exploration in fragile surroundings.

We are also at a time in history when we have a
chance to learn from past misuse; we have a
chance to preserve into perpetuity the canyons,
surrounding sage and tree sprinkled lands and
to keep the remaining artifacts where they
belong and with whom they belong.

The Bears Ears National Monument proposed
by a coalition of five tribes would protect 1.9
million acres of unprotected land, 100,000
archeological sites and 18 wilderness study

areas and inventoried roadless areas. We have
a chance to make good to a people and a land.

Well, let me take you on a trip to San Juan
County in southeastern Utah. It’s a beautiful
place. It's a culturally cherished place. Let us not
surrender to the “melancholy feeling” that
possessed Weber County engineer J.C. Brown,
when in 1923, he stood and viewed caves in the
ledges along a canyon, realizing that this
spectacular land and these remnants of ancient
people could be doomed by the failure to
protect them. We can’t let that happen.
National monument status is clearly the
direction to travel.

Chris Fraizer is the managing editor of a
magazine published locally for an international
audience of public safety dispatchers and
calltakers.
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definitions of “wilderness,” “national conservation areas” and “national monuments” make
unprecedented changes to these protections, allowing grazing to continue in perpetuity and
allowing industrial development right up to the edges of “protected” areas, like the Bush
administration’s effort to open drilling adjacent to Arches National Park.

“Wilderness Study Areas” are given up for development; according to Congressman Bishop,
their virtues have been studied enough. The PLI undermines the integrity of important laws like
the Wilderness Act that provide the highest levels of protection to our most treasured places.

In addition to its conservation shortcomings, Congressman Bishop’s proposal deserves special
criticism for its determination to give away public lands that belong to all Americans. While the
PLI wants to give away hundreds of miles of trails and footpaths and tens of thousands of acres
of national public lands to the development interests of the state of Utah, this is neither the wish
of the majority of Utahns nor of Americans. These lands should be protected so that all who visit
— from both inside and outside of Utah — can experience the beauty of God’s creation.

Let Utahns keep sharing the wonder and awe of creation with future generations and with all
Americans. Scrap this bill and come up with a plan that takes seriously our responsibility to
reduce our impact on the planet and that values Utah’s lands for their spiritual and not merely
their extractive value.

We need a plan that answers the call to be stewards of God's gifts. Congressman Bishop’s PLI is
not that plan.

Mitch Hescox is president of the Evangelical Environmental Network and George Handley is
author of the memoir, "Home Waters," and a board member of LDS Earth Stewardship.






safeguard important historic, cultural and
natural sites.

These are not merely symbolic protections
we seck. The ancestral lands of the Bears
Ears region continue to face rampant and
ongoing looting and destruction of artwork
and gravesites. These are acts that literally
rob Native American people of spiritual
connections, as well as a sense of place and
history. They are insults to the dignity of our
socicties and traditional knowledge.

When President Theodore Roosevelt used
the Antiquities Act to protect the Grand
Canyon he said, "Leave it as it is. You
cannot improve upon it; not a bit. What you
can do is to keep it for your children, your
children's children, and for all who come
after you." This is a sentiment that rings true
for the Bears Ears. Our people have lived in
the Bears Ears region since time began. Our

traditional oral stories speak of this area and
certain spiritual resources are found only
here.

By visiting Bears Ears and giving our
prayers and conducting our ceremonies, we
heal our bodies and help heal the land
itself. This is why we are working on a
proposal to bring people together.

It is clear that the Native American
community and the American people still
understand the wisdom of allowing the
president to directly protect public lands.
And it is clear that there are places that are
still in dire need of appropriate safeguards.
Therefore, we are glad that the majority of
senators opposed Lee’s efforts to undermine
a bedrock law that has allowed for the honor
and protection of Native American sites
across the country.












land initiative for this area that is focused
more on facilitating mineral development
and less on protecting archeological
resources.

Bishop, who chairs the House Natural
Resources Commiittee, has bristled at
criticism from tribes. To punish the Ute
Indian Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray
Reservation for expressing past frustrations,
Bishop has proposed to transfer thousands of
acres of federal land within the tribe’s
Uncompahgre Reservation to the State of
Utah in exchange for state lands outside the
reservation. His stated purpose was to
consolidate within the reservation the
scattered parcels of state land held for the
state education trust fund to facilitate
mineral development and “maximize
revenue for Utah’s schoolkids.”

Of all the federal land that exists throughout
Utah, Bishop’s decision to focus the
consolidation effort on taking the land

within the Ute Indian reservation is
diabolically genius. It pits the Indian tribe
against schoolchildren. Let’s hope that our
own congressional delegation opposes
Bishop’s cynical and vindictive strategy.

The fact is, all of us must compromise on
the use and protection of federal public
lands and resources. If partisan members of
Congress are more interested in being
vindictive than developing real negotiations,
then the White House may have no choice
but to lead the effort to develop a sensible
plan

President Obama has angered the left for
allowing drilling in the Arctic Ocean and
angered conservatives — and even Indian
tribes — for attempting to reduce our nation’s
reliance on coal-fired power. The president
knows how to hear from all of the
constituents and make hard but fair
decisions. Bears Ears should be protected.















THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC

Our Turn: Tribes unite to protect lands

Arizona Republic, December 20, 2015
Eric Descheenie and Alfred Lomahquahu

At this month’s United Nations Conference on Climate Change, there was increased recognition
for the need for all leaders to work collaboratively with indigenous peoples, the original
caretakers of the earth, to solve the world’s problems.

The Indigenous Elders And Medicine Peoples Council released a statement emphasizing how,
“we must work in unity to help Mother Earth heal so that she can bring back balance and
harmony for all her children.”

This is exactly what Native American tribes are doing to protect our ancestral lands - the Bears
Ears, beautiful forest and high plateau lands located in San Juan County, Utah. This is a place of
traditional religious significance to tribes of the southwest United States.

Our people have lived in the Bears Ears country since time began. The land is a unique place
where we practice religious traditional rights for the purpose of attaining or restoring health for
human communities and our natural world as an interconnected and inextricable whole.

Traditional leaders depend on the preservation of these lands for healing. Yet despite this
connection, this landscape remains unprotected, leading to ongoing looting and rampant
destruction of the structures, artwork and grave sites. These acts literally rob Native American
people of spiritual connections, as well as a sense of place and history.

In Paris, the Indigenous Elders And Medicine Peoples Council talked about the shared
responsibility to “create real solutions and do something right for the future of all life.” In that
vein, the five sovereign tribal governments of the Ute Mountain Ute Indian Tribe, Uintah and
Ouray Ute Indian Tribe, Zuni Tribe, Hopi Tribe, and Navajo Nation delivered a formal proposal
in October requesting U.S. President Barack Obama exercise his authority via the Antiquities
Act to designate the Bears Ears a national monument.

Our proposal combines both Western science and Traditional Knowledge in establishing
something never accomplished before; true collaborative management between the United States
government and five Indian Nations. It has the potential to shape intergovernmental cooperation
throughout the country and the world, as we help turn back the tide of the exploitation that
injures us all.

This came from local tribal members’ years of work living in southeastern Utah. In 2012 local
tribal members tried to work with local county officials and Congressional leaders to protect
Bears Ears. This effort was intended to participate in the Utah Congressional Public Lands
Initiative aimed at resolving some of Utah’s most challenging public land disputes, due in part to
proposed development through mining and energy extraction.



After having their input routinely pushed to the side or not considered altogether, these leaders
shifted their attention to neighboring tribes who also maintain traditional relationships with the
Bears Ears. Responding to the injustice sustained, the people’s torch was willfully handed to our
unified governments. In doing so, we evoke and elevate our people’s rights to a true government-
to-government relationship, an even stage earned on the backs of our ancestors.

The Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition stands with our people. Our intention is to preserve and
protect our ability to heal as a people. The land must be able to provide for a healthy and
satisfying life now and into the future. Our children-all of our children-depend on it.

Eric Descheenie is an adviser to the Navajo Nation president and Alfred Lomahquahu is vice
chairman of the Hopi Tribe. They co-chair the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition.












founded to support access to climbing “Before there was a Utah or Arizona, there
locations. was one vast land that our people used,”

It’s a more natural alliance than it might Seowtewa said. “Look at it this way, our

appear, said Octavias Seowtewa, also a Zuni ancestors were the first climbers.”
medicine man.
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Letter to the Editor: More is better
The St. George Spectrum, May 28, 2016

The solution is to limit the number of visitors, perhaps via a lottery-reservation process. And
where do the excess visitors go? Not just to Bryce, Capitol Reef, Grand Canyon -- they're getting
overcrowded, t00.

They need to go to additional new national parks and monuments. There is a great need for more
parks and monuments -- and the state and its more rural counties should be in the forefront of
such advocacy: San Rafael Swell, Bears Ears, Greater Canyonlands, Book Cliffs, etc. And we
need to advocate for the funding required to manage, operate and maintain these new parks and
monuments

Ignore the governor, Mike Noel and our congressional delegation. The future of rural Utah is in
more parks and monuments, not less.

Joe Andrade
Salt Lake City













































this small desert oasis to see if I could sense
a similar vibe.

Getting there would involve that old nemesis
"route finding," of course, and therein laid
the rub. If one had trouble visualizing the
destination, certainly following previous
trails upon the slickrock wouldn't
necessarily be a "slam dunk." And with the
round trip from boat to Johnie's Hole and
back needing to be accomplished during
daylight, a sense of adventure pervaded the
mission.

A couple of pre-imagined variables quickly
asserted themselves into the equation. First,
without Cairns to be seen anywhere,
imprinting into short-term memory the
directional relationships between hoodoos
and buttes and mesas for my return trip
became imperative. And secondly, it didn't
take long at all to lose sight of the boat.
Even with the mostly accurate Kelsey hiking
guide in my pack, the time prior to locating
the mouth of the tributary canyon to Johnie's
Hole saw me pretty much bruised and
muddy but totally awash in the rapture
inherent to wandering those seemingly
sacred convolutions.

It's always about the journey anyway in
those parts, and this day of bushwhacking up
Castle Creek played out as no exception.
Although the "portal” didn't call out to me
with its signature shimmer, I did get to
Johnie's Hole and back to the boat in time
for a relaxed evening put-put back to camp
further down the San Juan.

The upside, in retrospect, was that, although
the human footprint of earlier uranium
mining dotted the landscape, nowhere did
the telltale signs of relatively recent resource
extraction technology come into play.

And that is why when this particular
flashback day from nearly 30 years ago is
screened in memory alongside the current
movement for a Bears Ears National
Monument, sites sacred to the oral history of
the sovereign tribes involved become all that
more meaningful. Protect Bears Ears!

Jay Meehan is a culture junkie and has been
an observer, participant, and chronicler of
the Park City and Wasatch County social
scenes for more than 40 years.















protecting cultural antiquities, the
designation would protect the ecologically
and hydrologically contiguous Canyonlands
Basin, only a third of which occurs within
Canyonlands National Park to the west.
Proponents of Bears Ears have requested
that traditional Native land uses, including
wood gathering and herb collection, be
expressly allowed to continue throughout
the monument.

Twenty-four pueblos and tribes have passed
resolutions supporting Bears Ears. The
Navajo Nation sent a letter of support to
President Obama on April 16.

“While your administration may be
criticized for using your Presidential
authority, for the Navajo Nation and many
tribes, your action will be one that will be
remembered amongst our people for
centuries as protecting our sacred resources,
our history and our memories while
preserving what we consider a place of
healing and spirituality,” the letter stated. It
was signed by Navajo President Russell
Begaye, Vice President Jonathan Nez,
Speaker LoRenzo Bates and three Navajo
Nation Council representatives from the
Bears Ears area.

Navajo Nation Council delegates Herman
Daniels, Jr., Davis Filfred and Nathaniel

Brown, all of whom represent nearby
chapters, attended the Monument Valley
gathering.

“The Navajo Nation president supports it.
The Navajo Nation Council supports it.
We’ve been using that land for centuries. So
I am in support,” Daniels said.

Regina Lopez-Whiteskunk, co-chair of the
Bears Ears Inter-tribal Coalition and head
councilwoman of the Ute Mountain Ute
Tribe, has been working for nearly a year
toward the designation. She said the best
part has been traveling to the various tribes.

“At the end of this week, I’ll be in Hopi,”
she said. “We’re pinpointing a date to go to
Zuni, and then Northern Ute. That’s been
one of the most enlightening parts of this
process. You hear their stories. You hear
them speaking their language.”

Lopez-Whiteskunk said the Coalition is
staying positive despite the opposition by
Utah politicians.

“Our grandparents taught us to take things in
stride,” she said, “and be patient.”

Anne Minard, a journalist and recent law
school graduate, has been conducting legal
research for the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal
Codalition.


















use restrictions and prevent tribal members
from playing an active role in management.

"The coalition is proposing a plan of
management that is totally unworkable and
would lead to a great deal of
disappointment," he said. "Their hunting and
gathering practices are in conflict with the
very nature of a monument. Once you have
a monument, you turn over all sorts of
operational control to the land manager.
There has not been a monument where the
types of gathering techniques they want are
allowable. It is specifically allowed in our
conservation efforts."

Bishop, the House Natural Resources
Committee chairman, is the chief architect
of the Utah Public Lands Initiative, which he
says offers a compromise between
development and conservation in seven
eastern Utah counties and proposes a
national conservation area for Cedar Mesa
and Bears Ears buttes.

Bishop said he expects to introduce the bill
— in the works for three years — to
Congress "very, very soon."

A "unilateral" monument designation from
Obama could derail the entire process,
Bishop warned.

"There is no local buy-in," Bishop said.
"There is no one who lives in that area who
wants a monument. You have to go at least a
five-hour drive away from that area to find
someone who wants a monument."

That assertion is ridiculous, according to
leaders of Utah Dine Bikeyah, the grass-
roots tribal group that began developing the
Bears Ears conservation initiative in 2010.
They say they have engaged at least 7,000
tribal members who live in or near San Juan
County and have seen minimal opposition to
a monument, Supporters include Utah
Navajo Nation Council's two Utah
delegates, Herman Daniels and Davis
Filfred; and Ute Mountain Ute tribal council

members Regina Lopez-Whiteskunk and
Malcolm Lehi.

The polling that documented — or conjured,
depending on perspective — broad
monument support was conducted between
May 11 and 14 and has a margin of error of
4.38 percentage points.

"Support for designating these public lands
as a national monument is broad based
across age, gender, religion, political party
and geographic regions of the state," said
pollster Lori Weigel of Public Opinion
Strategies.

Among Republicans, Mormons and
sportsmen, the poll found 63, 68 and 65
percent, respectively, support a monument
designation. However, two-thirds of the
respondents did not know much about the
monument proposal, so the pollster provided
a brief description.

That component "pushes the outcome
toward a supportive result by painting an
image of a national monument where
recreation and grazing are protected, which
doesn't square with Utah's actual experience
with national monuments," said David Buer
of the Sutherland Institute. He referenced
the Grand Staircase-Escalante National
Monument, where grazing has declined in
the two decades since President Bill Clinton
designated it.

Yet the poll found even stronger monument
support among the one-third familiar with
the Bears Ears debate.

"Two in five said they were strongly in
support,” Weigel said. "It extended across
geographic lines, 67 percent in rural areas."

Some monument supporters say political
leaders are out of step with most Utahns.
The region's archaeological sites warrant a
national monument, according to Josh
Ewing, a Bluff resident who runs Friends of
Cedar Mesa, because they remain under



constant threat of looting, careless visitors
and illegal ATV incursions.

He says ideology is trumping facts among
opponents partly because it is primary
season, which fosters a political "race to the
right."

"It shouldn't come down to a popularity
contest or political gamesmanship," Ewing
said. "The ideological opposition to a
monument is not supported by the public,
either in San Juan County or across the state.
To kowtow to this ideology is to ignore the
will of the people and the morally right thing
to do."









hundreds of years. Today, the region faces
threats of drilling and mining, irresponsible
motorized impacts, dramatic increases in
unmanaged visitation and looting and grave-
robbing. Imagine if the only place where
your ancestors were buried and where the
heirlooms were left behind was driven over
by ATVs and looted. There have been
twenty-five documented cases of looting in
Bears ears over the last few years, with
many more cases going unreported.

This Wednesday, the 18th, Governor
Herbert and the state legislature will
convene to propose a resolution in
opposition to designation of the Bears Ears
National Monument. This special session
will once again be occupied by hundreds of
Utah citizens who are organizing to stand in
firm opposition to the land grab our state is
engaging in. All are welcome to attend, to
support a wise path for Utah citizens, Native

Americans and the protection a beautiful
cultural landscape.

—Logan Christian
logchristian@gmail.com

Logan Christian is an Environmental
Studies major at USU with minors in
Geography and Sustainable Systems. He
interns for the Sustainability Office, helping
students write Blue Goes Green grants to
enhance our institutional sustainability and
support USU'’s pledge to be carbon neutral
by 2050. He is the co-president of an active
campus club called the Student
Organization for Society and Natural
Resources. This year, he is working on a
research project to assess the perceived
vulnerability and risks of climate change
among Native Americans. Logan likes to
read, play guitar, backpack and volunteer
around Cache Valley.












The Salt Lake Jribune

Letter: Bears Ears monument a needed first step

The Salt Lake Tribune, April 29, 2016

I am grateful for the recent editorial urging
President Obama to protect Bears Ears. |
wholeheartedly agree with The Salt Lake
Tribune in the significance of this proposed
monument. As the editorial says, "Decisions
made about this and other national
monuments, parks and wilderness areas
aren't about Utah ... They aren't even really
about the United States of America. They
are about natural and cultural heritage and
treasures that belong to all humanity."

Our public lands are central to my identity.
As a Utah millennial, these lands are my
spiritual refuge and teacher of humility. In
the digital age, it is critical to preserve
places in which young people can
experience solitude, silence and deep time.

Most importantly, it's time to end our
shameful disrespect of the Bears Ears Inter-
Tribal Coalition's request to protect their
ancestral homelands. Utah officials have
dramatically failed so far — from Rep.
Bishop's Public Lands Initiative to insulting
and uniformed claims made by state officials
at the meeting of the Utah Commission for
the Stewardship of Public Lands last week.
On April 19, Interior Secretary Jewell called
for more diverse voices in public lands.
Protecting Bears Ears is a necessary first
step. Obama should protect Bears Ears now.

Brooke Larsen

Salt Lake City









Before Columbus “discovered” America,
there were millions of people living in the
Americas. They had built cities that rivaled
or exceeded those of Europe. They
populated just about every nook and cranny,
including southeastern Utah. (Do you
understand that the population of what is
now San Juan County during the Anasazi
period exceeded what it is today?)

Our white Eurocentric culture has a huge
debt to pay. All of the heavily populated
areas of the United States, and all of our
great cities are built on stolen land. Our
Anglo ancestors committed genocide on the
Native Americans — there is no other word
for it. Those we didn’t kill were forced onto
barren, forsaken lands that no one wanted,
unless and until something valuable was
found on those lands that our government
had promised to the displaced Natives.
When that happened, we just killed some
more Natives, stole the land again, and
moved them to someplace even worse.

It’s time to start trying to repay that
unpayable debt. Not only should the Bears
Ears be designated a national monument, we
should just give it (back) to the Native
Americans. It is mostly public land after all
— it belongs to all of us, not just radicals like
Mike Noel, the bumbling Bundy gang and
their ATV ridin’, gun totin’, artifact stealin’,
welfare ranchin’ ilk.

Given our sorry history with Native
Americans, giving them back this small
chunk of land is the very least we can do. It
would be interesting to see how much of
their old culture the Native Americans have
managed to retain, and whether their
“management” of the land might offer us
civilized folk any lessons on conservation,
respect and humility.

Steve Russell
Moab



The Salt Lake Tribune

Letter: Why should Obama care what Utahns think?

The Salt Lake Tribune, April 28, 2016

When President Clinton designated the
Grand Staircase Escalante Nation
Monument there was a great deal of
consternation among our legislators for not
being included in the decision. Remember,
Clinton finished third behind Ross Perot in
Utah in the previous election.

Now we have Sen. Mike Lee, who vowed to
oppose everything the Obama administration
put forth, and Sen. Orrin Hatch, who
opposes most everything as well. We have a
state Legislature that is willing to spend
millions of dollars suing the federal
government to take back lands we never
owned in the first place. Our congressional

representatives almost always vote against
any Democratic proposals. During the last
election, Mitt Romney received virtually all
the Utah votes and President Obama was
just a blip on the radar.

Yet, now that the president is considering
naming the Bears Ears a national monument,
our legislators want a full voice in the
decision. How can they expect a full voice
when they have kept there backs turned on
the president all during his presidency?

David G. Klemm

Murray
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The great value of the cultural resources of the Bears Ears area derives from several
aspects of geography and prehistory that converge to elevate the importance of the
archaeological record here. First, the area is a resource-rich refuge. The Abajo Mountains
provide runoff that waters several million acres of high desert mesalands and canyons. The
precious liquid flows outward from the mountains, nourishing upland forests and meadows,
creating ribbons of rich riparian vegetation, hydrating pinon-juniper woodlands, and depositing
alluvial soils necessary for farming. The resource concentration afforded by the geography
sustained the hunting and gathering Archaic denizens of the region for thousands of years. When
horticultural economies arrived in the area, populations grew and flourished, filling nearly every
available space with homes, storage facilities, resource acquisition sites, and magnificent art.
And when droughts came and critical resources declined, the population that had once flourished
proved too large to sustain, and the cultural and economic systems collapsed, leaving an
abundance of abandoned traces of the prior inhabitants’ lives. The dry climate preserved many
of those places, leaving them as if they had been abandoned yesterday. Despite decades of
looting, the archaeological presence in the area remains, nearly unrivaled in North America for
its richness, diversity, and incredible preservation.

And why is this valuable to us today? For its historic and artistic value, of course, but
most significantly and irreplaceably because it constitutes a database, a library, of information
about how many thousands of people over the millenia lived in this remote and spectacular
region. Perhaps the most unique and significant aspect is the significance of knowledge
contained here for our survival into the future. As global warming affects our lives and
economies today, we have an opportunity to learn from those who came before. How did a

warming climate influence the citizens of the Bears Ears? How did they cope with changes in



the precipitation regime and in average temperatures? Were they able to stave off the deleterious
effects for a time, and how? What were the triggers that finally led to a precipitous drop in
population? Why did the later arriving Utes and Navajos never achieve similar population
levels?

The Bears Ears ecosystem and its cultural record are an incredible heritage resource for
all citizens. For Native Americans, it is a place of healing, and a place of great significance to
cultural heritage and practices. For all citizens, it is a place to learn about the past, about our
shared heritage, and about how we might cope with challenges of the future. From the Colorado
River to the San Juan, from Canyonlands to Recapture Canyon, the Bears Ears is a treasure of
great cultural and scientific significance, a gift from the past, and it is a great challenge to our
generation to recognize its importance and protect and preserve it for the generations to come.

For convenience, we have divided the Greater Bears Ears area into smaller geographic
segments, to facilitate discussion. Significant portions of the region, including the Greater
Canyonlands area, covering Canyonlands National Park, the Glen Canyon National Recreation
Area, and areas included in the Bears Ears proposal, are well-described in many publications.
Areas along highway U-95 from Blanding to Lake Powell, across Cedar Mesa, are also
substantively reported, and we summarize existing knowledge that is readily available. In this
report we draw attention to both these well-known places as well as some of the lesser-known
areas of the Bears Ears region, areas which nonetheless are home to ancient places of immense
significance and beauty. The cultural resources of the areas designated Red House, Red Canyon,
White Canyon/Fable Valley, and Headwaters, as well as Cedar Mesa and Greater Canyonlands,

are addressed in the following sections.






Archaeological inquiry in this region has a long and colorful history, beginning in
the final decades of the 1800s with a flurry of museum expeditions to acquire
artifact collections and continuing through the present with the scientifically
oriented research of the Cedar Mesa Project and the efforts of several public-
private partnerships, particularly in the Comb Wash area. Collectively, cultural
sites within the study area represent human adaptations to the canyons and
plateaus of southeastern Utah over the past 10,000 years, although evidence of a
substantial occupation by hunter-gatherers prior to about 500 B.C. is quite rare.
By about A.D. 1, perhaps earlier, large numbers of Basketmaker II farmers had
arrived in the region, perhaps from southern Arizona. These groups were
organized at the family level, used a variety of irrigation techniques to grow
maize and squash, constructed large storage cists in alcoves and rockshelters, and
interred their dead in relatively rich funerary contexts. By about A.D. 400, the
region had been largely abandoned, perhaps due to deteriorating climates that
made farming less viable.

The region appears to have remained sparsely occupied, if at all, until about A.D.
650 when Basketmaker III farmers returned. These farmers used dry farming
techniques to exploit the sandy loams on the mesa top, constructed larger and
more elaborate pithouses, also on the mesa top, and manufactured distinctive
grayware ceramics that may have been a technology associated with cultivation of
beans. This florescence was brief, lasting maybe 50 to 75 years, and the intensity
of the occupation was not as great as that witnessed during Basketmaker II times.
By the early A.D. 700s, the mesa-top farms had been abandoned, perhaps in
response to deteriorating climates. Some populations may have shifted to higher
elevations northeast of Cedar Mesa where rainfall was more predictable, and
others may have concentrated along Comb Wash. An abandonment of the entire
study area during Pueblo times is not supported, although the intensity of the
occupations appears to have been considerably less than during Basketmaker II
and Basketmaker III times.

By about A.D. 1060, arming of Cedar Mesa and surrounding environs had
resumed, as evidenced by a proliferation of dispersed family farms. This
florescence was apparently facilitated by regional climatic conditions that were
exceptional for dry farming. The Pueblo II florescence in the Greater Cedar Mesa
area occurs at the same time that Chaco Canyon emerged as a regional
socioeconomic and ceremonial center. There is minimal evidence in the Cedar
Mesa area of population aggregations or large community centers such as those in
northwest New Mexico, although a number of smaller centers with great kivas
and great houses have been identified. These may have integrated the dispersed
Cedar Mesa households into a larger social network. The initial Pueblo 11
expression here exhibits influences from the Mesa Verde region to the east, but by
about A.D. 1100 the influences were clearly from the Kayenta Anasazi region to
the southwest. This could reflect radical changes in social networks or an outright
colonization of the Cedar Mesa area by groups from northeastern Arizona.

By about A.D. 1165, or the beginning of the Pueblo III period of time, the



dispersed farmsteads again exhibited a greater affinity to the Mesa Verde region.
The Pueblo III period was characterized by greater climatic variability, with short
periods when farming was viable and other periods of extended drought. Farmers
shifted their homes to the edges of canyons closer to water sources, and
constructed defensible granaries and small kivas on the cliff ledges and in alcoves
and rockshelters. Habitations in defensible positions on cliff faces and
prominences are common throughout the Southwest at this time, but they are
quite rare in the Cedar Mesa region. By about A.D. 1270, the entire region had
been abandoned. This abandonment was perhaps the result of an extended drought
and the resulting social conflicts arising over limited food supplies. Most of the

archaeological resources observed by casual visitors to the region are attributed to
the Pueblo II-I1I period of time.

The Greater Cedar Mesa area appears to have been unoccupied for several
centuries following the Pueblo III abandonment. The earliest evidence of Numic
and Athapaskan hunter-gatherers suggests these groups arrived in the study area
sometime after A.D. 1600. The Numa, or ancestral Utes, migrated into
southeastern Utah from the north and west, and their ancestral homeland is found
in the southern Great Basin. The Athapaskans, or ancestral Navajos, arrived in the
Four Corners region by way of the Rocky Mountains or the Great Plains, and their
ancestral homeland is found in western Canada. Although relations between the
ethnically unrelated groups were hostile throughout the region, ethnohistoric,
ethnographic and historic records indicate the two groups coexisted peaceably in
southeastern Utah, with some evidence of economic cooperation and
intermarriage. The Late Prehistoric and Historic Period utilization of the Cedar
Mesa area by Utes and Navajos was more reminiscent of Archaic hunting and
gathering, although there is some evidence of Navajo farming during historic
times.

The first Euroamericans in the study area may have been the U.S. government
exploring expeditions of the mid 1870s, although it is possible that Spanish
explorers, fur trappers, prospectors and adventurers passed through much earlier.
Most of the Euroamerican history ofthe region is associated with the settlement of
the region by Mormon pioneers and the famed Hole-in-the-Rock Expedition,
which passed through Cedar Mesa and Comb Ridge on their way to establishing a
settlement at Bluff in 1880. Ranching was clearly the dominant economic activity
in the Greater Cedar Mesa area during historic times, both by Euroamericans and
Native Americans. The area has also experienced a minor gold rush, oil drilling
and uranium mining, although minimal archaeological evidence of these activities
has been documented.

The scientific and aesthetic qualities of the cultural resources of the Greater Cedar
Mesa area constitute a national treasure worthy of more aggressive federal
management to foster their long-term protection. Only about 2 percent of the
study area has been formally investigated, no research has been initiated in
several major drainages, and the nature and extent of cultural resources remains
largely unknown over much of the study area. Very little is known about human
























canyons that contain valuable water supplies and useful plants, and wild animals suitable for
hunting (Lipe 1970:93).

Representative sites include habitation and burial sites, storage sites including surface
granaries and sub-surface storage cysts, some filled with corn cobs, defensive sites with walls
and peep holes, plazas, a possible “fortress,” large campsites, scattered hearths and hunting sites,
and artifact scatters. According to Lipe (1970:124), there are site clusters which
characteristically contain one to five substantial living rooms with a firepit and sometimes a
mealing bin; 2) a small courtyard or open-air work area, often with a fireplace, and sometimes
with a mealing bin or set of loom anchors; 3) a kiva, sometimes with loom anchors in addition to
a central firepit with deflector and ventilator; 4) several substantially built rooms, probably never
roofed, occasionally containing a hearth or other features; and 5) several well-built masonry
storage structures in a variety of shapes and sizes.

The archaeological sites in the Red House region tend to be smaller and more scattered
than in some nearby areas, mostly due to the rugged nature of the terrain, but the overall
significance of the record here is substantial, and clearly deserving of protection and further

investigation.






Cultural sites in the Red Canyon area are most valuable and best interpreted in relation to
those in surrounding areas, as none of these areas existed in isolation. People from nearby areas
came here for certain uses, and residents of this area were in contact and interacted with those
who surrounded them. Those who left the spectacular and important sites in the Grand Gulch
and Cedar Mesa areas were also present in the Red Canyon area, and the same kinds of resource
management issues apply here as well. The Colorado River and the resources and access it
represents, as well as access down Red Canyon and over Mancos Mesa from regions to the east
and north played a significant role in the prehistory of this most intriguing area.

Relative to surrounding regions, some portions of the Red Canyon discussion area have a
lower overall site density, likely due to the ruggedness and isolation of the area, although some
areas such as Moss Back Mesa are home to surface masonry structures and refined rock art.
Many areas show evidence of the impacts of historic use, particularly uranium prospectors and
miners of the last century. However, the presence of earlier, Archaic period sites in significant
numbers, and the later sites marking the presence of Utes, Paiutes, and Navajos, gives the
significance of the Red House area a different cast. Rather than deriving its importance from the
presence of Ancestral Puebloan sites (which are here, and which are significant, but in relatively
lesser numbers), the significance of the area derives from the smaller, less spectacular, but
intensely information-rich campsites, hunting areas, processing and gathering spots, and
sacred/ritual sites of the hunter-gatherers of the area, telling a related but completely distinct
story from that of the farming cultures.

Hunter-gatherers left subtle and more easily dismissed and destroyed traces on the earth,
traces which are nonetheless important and valuable to understanding the human history of the

region. These sites provide critical parts of the story of the area, and are also perhaps the most



imperiled—Archaic period baskets and other perishables are some of the most sought-after
artifacts on the black market. Additionally, the rock shelters and overhangs that contain those
perishables are palimpsests of artifacts and information, often possessing layered sites,
occupation upon occupation, covering thousands of years. Each of these sites, due to the
protection its overhang provided to early occupants, contains thousands of times the information
of open architectural sites. The fact that these sites are targeted by looters and vandals makes
their protection a high priority. The Archaic and proto-historic sites of the Red Canyon area
have great value for the rare and irreplaceable artifacts and information they contain regarding
hunting and gathering in Utah.

A dry, dusty alcove, the sandy surface poc-marked with footprints, crossed by the lines of
lizard tails and snake bellies between scattered sticks and wisps of bark and a discarded
snakeskin snagged on a fragment of a prickly pear pad, gives few clues to what may lie below.
An experienced eye will note the light trace of ash in the eroded slope just outside the dripline of
the shelter, and an examination of the tangle of sticks, spines, cactus pads and fruits, bones and
pebbles that cascade out of a crack below an indurated pack rat midden reveals a twisted cord
fashioned from the fibers of a milkweed plant, and a juniper twig, sharpened and fire hardened.
A fire-cracked rock lies near the side of the shelter, and an anthill in a sunny level spot contains
among the thousands of tiny pebbles covering its slopes, three tiny pieces of cryptocrystalline
chert—one red, one white, one the color of pumpkin pie, conchoidally-fractured, each a link to a
hunter, perhaps many thousands of years ago, perhaps a Ute or Navajo of a few centuries ago,
who sat in this place and sharpened a tool, preparing to butcher an animal, plane a stick, or haft a

projectile point on a hunting spear.






White Canyon/Fable Valley

The major canyons draining the Grand Gulch Plateau and the Abajo Mountains to the
west and northwest cross this spectacular region of the proposed Bears Ears National Monument.
Historic and prehistoric people traveled the canyons and mesas between the well-watered, game
rich mountains, the arable lands of the plateaus and drainages, and the powerful Colorado River,
making homes, obtaining sustenance, and carrying on cultural traditions that go back millennia.

Bounded by White Canyon on the south and west, Natural Bridges National Monument
and the Grand Gulch Plateau on the southeast, Woodenshoe Canyon and the upper reaches of the
Abajo Mountains on the east, Beef Basin on the north, and the spectacular Cataract Canyon
portion of the Colorado River on the west and north, the White Canyon/Fable Valley area stands
out as a prime example of the unique geography and ecosystems of the Canyonlands region.

Here archaeologists have found artifacts from the earliest peoples in the region—the
mammoth and bison hunters of the late Pleistocene ice age, and an unbroken record of human
presence spanning over 10,000 years, including significant traces of Navajo, Ute, and
Mormon/white settlement and industry. The record of human habitation in this most rugged and
foreboding landscape is rich and abundant, and stands as a testament to human cultural resilience
and tenacity.

Archaeologist Steven R. Simms’s statement regarding the archaeology of this area,
including the Headwaters (Abajo Mountains uplands), captures his estimation of the value of the
archaeology of this area:

The swath of country from White Canyon, across the dissected maze of
drainages along and above Woodenshoe Canyon, east across Elk Ridge, and Beef

Basin to the southern slopes of the Abajos is perhaps the richest, most spectacular

display of Ancestral Puebloan archaeology in Utah, and perhaps even the Four

Corners region. While this claim may seem extravagant, the areas in question
stand out because of the wilderness quality of the areas. There are other areas with









Headwaters

Constituting the upper reaches of the Bears Ears area, including the Bears Ears
themselves, the Headwaters area can be considered the source of the most critical resources in
this generally desert environment—winter snowpack feeding the streams that flow down through
the surrounding countryside, relatively lush vegetation, including the plants, seeds, fruits, and
nuts of importance to native peoples, and of course, the game animals attracted to those
resources. The Headwaters area is the key to life in this region, and has been since the earliest
people arrived here over 10,000 years ago. It is the fount of nourishment, the key to
provisioning, sustaining, and perpetuating human lives and culture, and as such, houses the
shreds and patches of past lives that preserve the knowledge of those who lived before.

Stretching west from the high points of the Abajo Mountains at over 11,000 feet, the
Headwaters unit reaches to the upper portion of Milk Ranch Point on the south, to the
Woodenshoe Buttes on the southwest, Beef Basin on the northwest, and Salt Creek Mesa and
Cathedral Butte on the north. The unit includes forested higher elevation slopes, rolling
meadows, deeply dissected canyonlands, substantial mesas, and running streams.
Archaeological sites are present in significant numbers in all environmental zones of the
Headwaters.

Paleo-Indian period sites are present in the area, and due to their age and the active
erosional/depositional environment of the area, are relatively infrequent, but extremely
important. Archaic period sites are abundant, and are especially prominent in the Dark Canyon
area. Sites assignable to the Basketmaker period are likewise present in substantial numbers,

particularly from Basketmaker III times, with hundreds of sites dating to this time period.



Puebloan period sites are abundant, and remarkable for many reasons, especially the
unrivaled preservation of perishable items in many of the more sheltered sites. Sites from the
Pueblo I period are numerous, and constitute the greatest concentration of sites from this period
outside Mesa Verde (see Wilshusen, et al. 2012). Sites from the Pueblo II and Pueblo III times
are fewer in number but are impressive in size and preservation. Historic use of the area by
Navajo and Ute people is reasonably well documented, although the archaeological record is less
substantial than that of earlier periods.

Historic era sites related to European occupation are numerous and significant. The
important historic economic pursuits of ranching and mining are well represented by many sites
that document the pursuits of the early historic pioneers and explorers.

The upland areas of Elk Ridge and the surrounding drainages like Dark Canyon are rich
in archaeological resources, and despite the abundance of sites, the archaeology of the areas is
relatively less spoiled and damaged by visitation and vandalism. The concentration of sites is
significant—the Elk Ridge area is estimated to contain the largest concentration of Pueblo [ sites
outside of Mesa Verde, with current inventory at approximately 1000 recorded sites (Allison, et.
al, 2012). Some consider this area to be an archaeological “gold mine” of research potential for
understanding the Basketmaker to Pueblo transition.

An example of the remarkable archaeological presence in this area is a site on U.S. Forest
Service property in the area of Woodenshoe Canyon, provided by archaeologists who worked at
the site:

The site is located on a sandstone ledge and a shallow alcove above the ledge.
This ledge is located about 700 ft. above the canyon floor.

The site includes 21 structures, use areas adjacent to the structures, and two
structure foundations. Investigations, including excavations, at the site revealed
ample and well-preserved architectural features and artifacts. The site is




































for centuries by the Colorado Plateau’s arid climate and rugged terrain. In recent decades,
however, awareness of Bears Ears’ wealth of archaeological resources has spread faster than the
pace of protection. Looting, vandalism, and grave-robbing continue to cause irreparable damage
to the incredible cultural and scientific legacy within the proposed Bears Ears National

Monument.

For local grassroots Native American people who have inhabited this region since time
immemorial and who still utilize this landscape for ceremony and subsistence, the archaeological
abundance of Bears Ears offers invaluable laboratories of in situ observation. For Tribes, such
sites are quite literally the dwelling places of our Ancestors, whose spirits are still very much

alive in this landscape.

The entire 1.9 million acre Bears Ears cultural landscape is densely inhabited by the
stories, histories, prayers, and practices of people and place over millennia. Human beings —
grandmothers, fathers, children — have been interacting with the Bears Ears ecosystem for
thousands of years, during which time our Ancestors developed deeply nuanced narratives and
complex protocols for regulating those interactions and stewarding these lands. A modern
researcher cannot fully understand the objects of the proposed Bears Ears National Monument
without seeking to understand the unbroken legacy of traditional wisdom still practiced today by

grassroots Native people.

Traditional wisdom constitutes a profound form of stewardship that we consider to be an
“object” of historic and scientific value unto itself. The value of indigenous ways of knowing
and interfacing with ecosystems is increasingly recognized by western science and scholarship
under the term Traditional Knowledge. Traditional Knowledge is derived from keen
observations carried out and passed down over hundreds or thousands of years. It represents
another way of knowing the social and ecological landscape. It is a method of scientific inquiry
that is not separate from science, but invaluable to scientists in places where it remains intact —
places such as Bears Ears. The proposed Bears Ears National Monument poses a unique and
unprecedented opportunity to integrate Traditional Knowledge into modern land management
strategies by honoring the wisdom of traditional Native ceremonial-ecological practices that have

been in continuous use at Bears Ears since time immemorial.









The data underlying this report is drawn, in part, from ethnographic research and data
analysis conducted by Utah Diné Bikéyah, Round River Conservation Studies, the Bears Ears
Inter-Tribal Coalition, and others. The report includes both maps and narrative descriptions of
the importance and significance of the five geographic regions that comprise the whole of the
Bears Ears National Monument: The Confluence, White Canyon, Indian Creek, Headwaters, and

Cedar Mesa.

Each of the Bears Ears regions stand as significant historic and cultural landscapes
deserving of a national monument designation in its own right. Taken as a whole, these five
regions interlace to tell a compelling story of ancient cultures — even reaching into the present

day with dwellings established as recently as the 1920s.

Since the beginning of time, numerous indigenous cultures traveled through, inhabited,
and built civilizations on these lands. The Lime Ridge Clovis site, located within the Cedar
Mesa region, contains extensive evidence of Paleo-Indian occupation. The archaeological record
indicates widespread use between 6000 B.C. and 100 A.D. by Archaic Peoples. The heaviest
occupation of the proposed monument lands was perhaps by the Formative Period Peoples (AD
100-AD 1300). Most representative of the Formative Period peoples is a single distinct culture
known as the Ancestral Puebloan or Anasazi. Today many Pueblo cultures (including the Hopi,
Zuni, Cochiti, Acoma, Zia, and Jemez Pueblos) assert their connection to Ancestral Puebloans
who once occupied and used the proposed monument lands in Utah. Until very recently, Navajo

and Ute travelled, hunted, built hogans and wikiups, and buried their ancestors on these lands.

Today, local Native American people regularly journey to the Bears Ears landscape to
continue to perform ceremonies, hunt, gather herbs, medicines, and firewood, and steward their
sacred sites (see Appendix 1). The cultural practices these Tribes maintain — passed down
from generation to generation — are the living counterparts to the historic and scientific objects

that deserve protection.

In addition to the rich indigenous cultural legacy at Bears Ears, is the modern history of
Euro-Americans who have settled and explored this region. Most notable were the Mormon
pioneers who traversed the mesas and canyons via the unlikely Hole-in-the-Rock Trail to settle
adjacent to the proposed monument in Bluff, Utah. Also, the Bears Ears region has become a

revered destination for rock climbers, hikers, backpackers, and other outdoor enthusiasts seeking
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C. Ethnographic Mapping Methodology

In 2010, Utah Diné Bikéyah, Round River Conservation Studies, the Navajo Nation
Division of Natural Resources, and several academic experts initiated an ambitious project of
ethnographic mapping, also referred to as “cultural mapping,” for the Bears Ears region. This
project was designed as a primary authoritative resource for the purpose of determining the
proper boundaries of the proposed Bears Ears National Monument. Spanning more than six and
a half years, this cultural mapping effort including three years of thorough ethnographic research,
an intensive interviewing regime, and data analysis. Personal interviews included more than
seventy Native American interviewees in Utah who live adjacent to the proposed Bears Ears

National Monument.

The Ute Mountain Ute Tribe and Utah Navajo Chapter Houses were early collaborators
in the process, and were later joined by the Hopi, Zuni, and Ute Indian Tribes. Many experts and
consultants have contributed to this research including Mark Maryboy, former San Juan County
Commissioner; Barbara Dugelby, PhD in Human Ecology; Rick Tingey, GIS Specialist; Bryan
Evans, MS Land and Natural Resource Planning; Chris Lockhart, PhD in Anthropology; Kim
Heinemeyer, PhD in Conservation Biology; Dennis Sizemore, MS in Wildlife Biology; Fred
White, Director of the Navajo Division of Natural Resources; Alan Downer, PhD in

Archaeology; and Gavin Noyes, Masters in Public Policy.

Navajo cultural interviews were conducted by Mark Maryboy, a traditionalist and former
Navajo elected official fluent in English and Diné languages, with an extensive background in
public land and natural resources policy. Mr. Maryboy participated in ethnographic training
from Round River staff which included conducting map based, questionnaire interviews.
Interviewees were selected according to the location of their home (selecting approximately
equal numbers from each Native community in Utah) and their depth of traditional knowledge.
Interview length depended on the traditional knowledge of each Native American participant and

varied between one and ten hours.

Native American Tribes hold site-specific data from the interviews and many other
sources used for the ethnographic mapping project. This report represents only a portion of

existing data and all data and is compartmentalized within hydrologic units called Hydrologic
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assumed a species spends a portion of their life history (breeding, wintering, etc.) in the polygon,

but not the entire year.

Tribes, organization, and individuals may hold additional information relevant to lands
within and outside of the proposed Bears Ears National Monument that is not represented in this
report or by this research. With this in mind, the Coalition is happy to discuss any questions that

arise regarding the proposed monument boundaries that are not answered by this report.
D. Threats: Mining, Looting, and Off-Road Vehicles

Recently named one of the “11 Most Endangered Historic Places” by the National Trust
for Historic Preservation, the 1.9 million acre Bears Ears region is a landscape at risk to
degradation from mineral exploration and extraction, recreational abuse, and cultural resource
vandalism and looting. Uranium mining, gravel quarrying, and tar sands development threaten
to degrade lands and pollute waterways within the White Canyon, Confluence, and Cedar Mesa
regions, while threats of oil, gas, and potash development exist along the eastern Bears Ears
boundary, especially in the northeastern and southeastern corners. A uranium mine expansion is
currently under review by the BLM in the White Canyon region, the Cedar Mesa region is in line
for an oil and gas master leasing plan analysis within five years, and the School Institutional
Trust Lands Administration is seeking to consolidate its developable land holdings in an area

known as the Bluff Bench.

Irresponsible and illegal off-road vehicle use is causing ongoing damage to cultural and
natural resources. Not only can off-road vehicle use harm cultural sites, destroy fragile desert
soils, and detract from the experience of other visitors, it also provides ready access to cultural
sites that correlates with an increase in vandalism and looting. New protections for the Bears
Ears region will lead to better management of off-road vehicles, safeguarding important cultural
sites and improving the experience of everyone who visits. As you read this, the Bears Ears
region is experiencing both intentional and unintentional cultural resource vandalism and looting.
At least twenty-four serious incidents have been reported in the last two years, and most cases of

looting and damage go unreported and unprosecuted.

Because existing threats from mineral development, off-road vehicle use, and cultural

resource looting are increasing, it is imperative that the most threatened regions within the
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proposed 1.9 million acre Bears Ears National Monument be designated and protected for the
cultural resources they contain; most specifically at risk are the White Canyon, Red Canyon,
Bluff Bench, and Hatch Point areas. By acknowledging that the whole Bears Ears National
Monument, is one great cultural region, management can place special emphasis on cultural and
natural resource conservation as well as spiritual understanding, healing, and growth. Without
bold and decisive action, this 1.9 million acre landscape will continue to be diminished one
uranium mine, one oil well, one open-pit potash mine, one illegal oft-road vehicle trail, and one

stolen cultural artifact at a time.
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an unbroken record of human presence spanning over 10,000 years, and include recent historic
sites significant sites to Mormon and Anglo settlers who moved through the region. The White
Canyon Region stands out as a prime example of the unique geology, paleontology, and ecology

of the canyon country region.
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The Indian Creek region — which likely experiences the highest current rate of visitation
in all of the Bears Ears National Monument proposal — also provides crucial habitat connectivity
and a necessary buffer between Canyonlands National Park and the adjacent BLM-managed
public lands currently threatened by mineral development and irresponsible motorized

recreation.
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there. The Ute people still call the Headwaters region home, where they hold public lands
grazing permits, allotment lands, and commune with their ancestors. Ute leaders like Posey and
historic village sites and places he defended and fought for are held in high regard. Ute locations
such as Arch Canyon, Hammond Canyon, Allen Canyon, Dark Canyon, and Elk Ridge are
revered for the important role they have played in shaping Ute culture in the past and for their
importance to future generations. The Headwaters region is the fount of nourishment and central
to provisioning, sustaining, and perpetuating human lives and culture. For these reasons, the
Headwaters houses the shreds and patches of past lives that preserve the knowledge of those who
lived before. Archaeological sites are abundant and significant numbers in all environmental

zones of the Headwaters region.
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Appendix B- Maps- Threats to the Bears Ears Region
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GRAND COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBERS
Elizabeth Tubbs (Chair) - Jaylyn Hawks (Vice Chair)
Chris Baird - Ken Ballantyne - A. Lynn Jackson
Mary McGann * Rory Paxman

May 17, 2016

Cangressman Rob Bishop

¢/o Fred Ferguson and Casey Snider
Fred.Ferguson@mail.house.gov
Casey.Snider@mail.house.gov

Representative Jason Chaffetz
¢/o Kelsey Berg
kelsey.berg@mail.house.gov

Department of the interior:
Tommy Beaudreau (Chief of Staff): tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov
Nikki Buffa (Deputy Chief of Staff): Nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov

White House:
j i he White House Council on Environmental Quality -

Michael Degnan, Deputy Associate Director at Council on Environmental Quality -

Dear Congressman Bishop, Representative Chaffetz, et al:

The Grand County Cauncil would like to thank you again for undertaking the Public Lands Initiative. We
understand that this is not an easy task. We also understand that Congressional legislation comes with
long lasting effects and consequences. We therefore feel that it is important that any Congressional
lands bill relating to Grand County be well drafted and that all major concerns have been vetted and
rectified.

On March 1, 2016 Grand County sent a letter outlining several concerns regarding Congressman
Bishop's draft legislation. This letter entailed several very substantive cancerns that we feel must be
addressed. To date Grand County has not received any response to our concerns. We've attached a copy
of this letter.

Additionally, on March 11, 2016 a press release regarding the Public Lands Initiative was issued that
erroneously included Grand County as a signatory. We would like to make it clear that Grand County
was not a signatory to this press release.

Council’s Office - 125 E. Center St. + Moab, UT 84532 - (435) 259-1346 - www.grandcountyutah.net






GRAND COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBERS
Elizabeth Tubbs (Chair) - Jaylyn Hawks (Vice Chair)
Chris Baird - Ken Ballantyne - A. Lynn Jackson
Mary McGann * Rory Paxman

March 1, 2016

Honorable Congressman Rob Bishop
c/o Fred Ferguson and Casey Snider

Fred.Ferguson@mail.house.gov

Casey.Sneider@mail.house.gov

Dear Congressman Bishop;

Thank you again for providing an opportunity for Grand County to participate in the Public Lands
Initiative. Grand County took the charge to develop public land designation recommendations very
seriously. From the outset this was billed as a “local, bottom-up, stakeholder driven process”. Over the
period of more than 2 years, two different County Councils devoted substantial blocks of time to hold
public workshops during which stakeholders and various interest groups had opportunities to formally
present their recommendations to the Council. We held public meetings and hearings where the
citizens of Grand County could express their ideas and concerns. The Council members toak “straw
votes” at each workshop which were then voted on in the final documents submitted to your office in
March of 2015, for inclusion in the Draft Bill. As the duly elected representatives of the citizens of Grand
County, we believe that this is a fair representation of compromise for our community.

There are numerous areas where the Draft Bill departs from the recommendations forwarded to you. In
General, Grand County stands by the recommendations as originally presented. We respectfully request
that these be re-instated in the legislation. Insofar as these were developed with the input of a variety
of stakeholders, partners, and citizens, we feel the knowledge and interest of the entities and individuals
on the ground should carry the greatest weight. Enclosed you will find the document which lists all of
the priorities and recommendations as originally submitted, annotated with a comparison between
these and the Draft Bill.

There are parts of the Draft Bill which are a major departure from our submission that we feel require
special mention. These are as follows:

1. Land Conveyance to the State of Utah for the Seep Ridge Utility Corridor. Grand County
expressly voted against this.

2. Land Conveyance to Grand County of the Sand Flats Recreation Area (SFRA). This was evaluated
by the SFRA Stewardship Committee who does not support the conveyance, and the County
Council expressly voted against this.

3. Granstaff wilderness boundary must becamended to allow for the lower portion of “The Whole
Enchilada” mountain biking trail.

4. The wilderness boundary NE of Green River at the mouth of Floy Canyon was drafted by Grand
County to allow for a potential mountain biking trail at the request of the City of Green River.
The Discussion Draft boundaries would eliminate this possibility.

Council’s Office - 125 E. Center St. - Moab, UT 84532 - (435) 259-1346 - www.grandcountyutah.net



















































e White Wash area open for cross country travel per BLM RMP

b. Monitor/Merrimac

e  Purpose:
o Recreation: Motoarized, non-motorized, climbing
o Viewshed

e Follow RMP Travel Management Plan (baseline); allow adjustments per BLM/County

consultation process for additions or deletions of roads

e Allow new motorized and non-motorized trails

e Provide protection for rare plants

e Allow existing county borrow pits

e Trade two northern SITLA parcels out

* Honor valid existing lease rights

¢ No new mineral claims or leasing

c. Gemini Bridges South
e Purpose:
o Recreation: Motorized and non-motorized
o Energy development
» Allow new non-motorized routes
o Follow RMP Travel Management Plan (baseline); allow adjustments per BLM/County
consultation process for additions or deletions of roads
* Honor valid existing lease rights
o Allow future leasing with a No Surface Occupancy stipulation
® No lease retirement
o (Create a management area Advisory Committee, committee to be appointed by the
County Council: Purpose to provide coordination with federal, state and county
management of area
o Representative from the oil lessees/operators
Representative from the motorized recreation
Representative from the non-motorized recreation
Representative from SITLA
Representative from the County Council

Representative from BLM

o o o o O o©°

Representative from conservation community

d. Amasa Back/Goldbar
e Purpose

o Recreation: Motorized and non-motorized
o Viewshed
o Allow new non-motorized routes

e Follow RMP Travel Management Plan (baseline); allow adjustments per BLM/County
consultation process for additions or deletions of roads

Council’s Office - 125 E. Center St. - Moab, UT 84532 - (435) 259-1346 - www.grandcountyutah.net





















Conplof QAtl/

Grand County Council Chair

Attachments: .
Grand County MLP Comments Oil & Gas from PLI Map
MLP Comments Pertaining to Oil & Gas

Council’s Office - 125 E. Center St. - Moab, UT 84532 - (435) 259-1346 - www.grandcountyutah.net


















Grand County Notes




San Juan County Notes






























































































































































































































