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—CNBC(C's Tom DiChristopher contributed to this report.

http://www.cnbc.com/id/102531124

‘Grand Bargain’ on Land Use in Utah Offers Something for
Everyone

Legislation in the works would set aside some areas for wilderness,
others for energy use; congressional officials hope deal could be
replicated across the West

By

JIM CARLTON
March 26, 2015 8:03 a.m. ET

MONTICELLO, Utah—San Juan County Commissioner Phil Lyman made a defiant point about
land use when he led an unauthorized ride of all-terrain-vehicle users into a nearby scenic
canyon last May after it had been closed by the Bureau of Land Management to protect

archaeological artifacts.

Yet only 10 months later, at a recent meeting with land protection proponents, Lyman chatted

amiably about the need to make compromises in resource management.

The new attitude came thanks to a proposed federal law some call the “Grand Bargain.” Under
the legislation being finalized, San Juan and some other counties in Utah would agree to
wilderness and other restrictions on public lands in return for getting other areas designated for

energy and other uses.

“No one is walking away from this until we get an agreement,” Mr. Lyman said at the March 19

meeting.

The gathering among oft-warring groups was facilitated by an aide to Utah’s congressional
delegation, which has been working for three years to broker a rare accord on how the West’s
vast public lands are used. Called the Utah Public Lands Initiative, the bill to be released in draft
form over the next few weeks could set aside at least 1.5 million acres of backcountry for
wilderness and hundreds of thousands more for economic activities such as oil and gas

exploration—appeasing interest groups on all sides.
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As of now, eight of Utah’s 29 counties would be included in the pact. Besides San Juan, they
include Daggett, Uintah, Carbon, Duchesne, Emery, Grand and Summit counties, all in the

eastern part of the state.

Congressional officials said such a deal could be replicated across the West in areas where local
communities have frequently clashed with federal officials from the Bureau of Land
Management, U.S. Forest Service and other agencies over access and use. The federal

government owns about half the land in the West; in Utah, 57% of the state is federally owned.

“We’re doing something of great significance and hopefully it will bring people’s blood pressure
down,” said Rep. Jason Chaffetz, who is co-sponsoring the legislation with fellow Utah

Republican Rep. Rob Bishop, chairman of the House Committee on Natural Resources.

After the draft legislation goes through more public vetting, a final bill is expected to be
introduced in Congress by late spring. Backers hope for bipartisan support as environmental

groups supporting it are often allied with Democratic lawmakers on Capitol Hill.

“Just the fact we are talking to each other about what we want and what we can live with—these
are conversations we have not had before,” said Paul Spitler, an official with the Wilderness
Society, a national donor-supported nonprofit based in Washington, D.C., dedicated to
wilderness conservation. “Everybody knows we have been battling for 30 years and we can

certainly battle for the next 30 years. It’s pretty refreshing to see a new approach.”

The decision on which lands to protect and develop has largely been left to local counties, often
working with—rather than against—traditional adversaries, including environmental groups.
Republican-led Utah, with its spectacular canyons, has been a hotbed of conflict. Counties have
sued over issues such as closures of four-wheel-drive roads in federally controlled backcountry,
while the Utah Legislature in 2012 passed a bill with largely symbolic value requiring the U.S. to

turn over most federal land to the state.

Smaller land bills have been attempted in Congress, but failed to reduce tensions substantially
because they lacked enough geographic reach, said Cody Stewart, policy director for Republican
Gov. Gary Herbert, who supports the bill. Mr. Stewart said the previous approach limited where
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land trades could take place to resolve conflicts, such as moving an energy lease from the middle

of a proposed wilderness area to an energy zone.

In 2012, Mr. Bishop began working on a new model: get a group of counties to agree to a land
accord. Around that time, environmental groups began ramping up calls for President Barack
Obama to designate millions of acres in Utah land as national monuments. He hasn’t acted on
those requests. Fearing such a move could shut out traditional uses such as grazing, officials in
many of the counties said they felt compelled to negotiate.

“This was a situation where you either participate, or run the risk of a...monument being created

from Washington, D.C.,” said Lynn Jackson, member of the Grand County Council.

Since then, the congressman and his staff, later joined by other members of the Utah delegation,
have attended about 1,000 meetings, including in the counties involved. At first, many of the
groups’ goals were far apart. The Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance, for example, initially
called for as much as 5.5 million acres of new wilderness, but has since scaled back that amount
substantially. “We entered this knowing no one would get everything they wanted, including us,”

said Scott Groene, executive director of the alliance.

Counties, too, have had to bargain. Energy-rich Uintah County, for example, is willing to drop its
long-standing opposition to a wilderness designation for parts of Desolation Canyon if
environmentalists agree to allow limited drilling near sensitive areas such as the Book Cliffs,
which have been studied by geologists and are home to wildlife including Rocky Mountain elk
and golden eagles. “Nobody in the county is excited about wilderness coming in, but if it gives
us what we want there needs to be some compromise,” said Jon Stearmer, chief deputy county

attorney.

Yet even as a final accord seems within reach, tensions remain. Here in the southeastern corner
of the state, one of the main points of contention is between a Navajo tribal group and county
commissioners over the size of a proposed protected area. The Utah Diné Bikéyah tribal group
has proposed to cordon off 1.9 million acres to protect areas including Cedar Mesa and Bears

Ears, which they consider sacred. On a recent tour of the area, spiritual leaderJonah
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Yellowman pointed at an old test drilling site in a red-rock desert called Valley of the Gods,

where he said Navajos believe the spirits of some ancestors come in with the fog.
“This is what we’re trying to stop,” said Mr. Yellowman, 63 years old, touching a rusted pipe.

A committee appointed by San Juan County commissioners, though, supports smaller protected
areas of about 600,000 acres. In return, Mr. Lyman, the county commissioner, said he hopes
other land can be set aside in an energy zone. Both sides agree the Cedar Mesa area, full of
archacological artifacts, should be protected, and that they should look for other common

ground.

“For it to work, everyone needs to give a little,” Fred Ferguson, Rep. Chaffetz’s chief of staff,

said at the meeting in the San Juan County courthouse.

Werite to Jim Carlton at jim.carlton@wsj.com
http://www.wsj.com/articles/grand-bargain-on-land-use-in-utah-offers-something-for-everyone-
1427371382

YOU REALLY FRACKED UP THIS TIME, FEDS

Three ways the new drilling rules for federal lands fall short.
BRIAN PALMER | @PALMERBRIAN | 23 hours ago

PHOTO: MIKE EISENFELD

That hissing noise you heard on Friday was the sound of thousands of
environmentalists sighing in disappointment. The Bureau of Land
Management releasednew rules last week to govern fracking on federal lands
(which accounts for about a tenth of the country's natural-gas drilling). The
general view among health and environmental advocates is that the standards
don’t go far enough.
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“The BLM should have taken the highest standards from each state’s rules,
but it didn’t do that,” says Amy Mall, senior policy analyst in NRDC’s land
and wildlife program. (Disclosure.) “It’s significant that the administration
acknowledged the dangers of fracking, but it’s a missed opportunity.”

As it has fueled the natural gas boom of the last decade, fracking has become
one of the country’s most contentious environmental issues. Unlike starving
polar bears, drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, or clear-cutting
the rainforest, hydraulic fracturing for oil and gas is happening right in our
communities.

As of 2013, more than 15.3 million Americans lived within a mile of an

active fracking well. Adults lease their property to drilling companies,
while children play in yards as truckloads of fracking fluid rumble past. With

reports of fracking contaminating drinking water, polluting air,
and increasing earthquake activity, getting these rules right is important. Here
are three ways in which the BLM didn’t.

WHAT'S GOING DOWN THAT HOLE?

At a typical fracking site, drillers pump tens of thousands of gallons of
chemicals into the ground. If that ground is on your property, in your
neighborhood, or on federal land, you should have the right to know what’s
in all that fracking fluid. The new rules give you that right—almost. Drillers
can still evade the disclosure requirement by claiming that the composition of
their special frack sauce is a trade secret.

Drilling recipes are a little like those “natural flavors™ in a can of Coke—the
government lets the company keep them a mystery. In this case, however, the
secret ingredients are toxic or carcinogenic, like benzene and formaldehyde.
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These chemicals are brought through neighborhoods in trucks, stored on-site,
and sometimes spilled on adjacent property.

The trade-secret exception isn’t just a general transparency issue—it makes it
harder to catch polluters. A worried landowner or local official can’t test for
the presence of fracking fluid in the water supply if they don’t know what
they’re looking for.

Emergency responders are kept in the dark, too. In 2008, an oil worker
stumbled into the emergency room at Mercy Regional Medical Center in
Durango, Colorado, covered in a fracking fluid called ZetaFlow. The nurse
who treated him inhaled the fumes, suffered multiple organ failures, and
nearly died. During the course of her treatment, Weatherford, the
manufacturer of ZetaFlow, refused to tell doctors what was in the fluid,

because it was a trade secret. Colorado has since amended its laws to prevent
a repeat of the incident. The federal government should do the same.

WHO’S THE BOSS?

The Bureau of Land Management can exempt an area—or even an entire
state—from some of the rules if the state has existing laws that “satisfy the
objectives” of those regulations. The BLM’s goal is to avoid the duplication
of regulatory efforts, but there’s a big problem here.

Imagine you’re a federal inspector. You’re poking around a fracking site on
federal land, and you notice something is wrong with the well. Maybe the
concrete wasn’t poured properly, or the piping isn’t secure enough to prevent
fluid from leaking into the groundwater. Before you cite the well operator or
notify your superiors, however, you remember that this area has been
exempted from federal regulation because state laws “satisfy the objectives.”
What do you do? The regulations don’t really say. Can you charge the
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operator under the state’s law? Should you simply notify state authorities of
the problem? Good luck with that.

State authorities are notoriously unwilling to enforce their fracking laws.
According to an investigative report by Greenwire, 96 percent of fracking

violations in Texas go unpunished. West Virginia, where an enormous
amount of fracking activity occurs, issued only 19 penalties in an entire year.
In many cases, unfortunately, state enforcement means no enforcement.

IS NOTHING SACRED?

Government officials create management plans for federal lands every 10 to
15 years, designating areas that will or won’t be open to drilling. That doesn’t
stop oil and gas companies from asking to drill every year, though. When the
feds say no, the company often waits a year or two and asks again, and again,
and again. Every time a request comes in, it kicks off a fight between
industry, the government, and environmentalists. There is little in our federal
laws and regulations to guide officials in their decision-making, and every
potential drilling site is examined on a nearly ad hoc basis. And drilling
companies only need one “yes” to destroy sensitive lands forever.

The BLM could have used its new rules as an opportunity either to
permanently ban drilling in certain locations or, at least, to provide clear
principles to guide agency officials in their decisions. Sensitive wildlife
habitat, for example, or areas near groundwater supplies or recreation sites
could have been made off-limits to drillers.

The question now is whether these rules are the beginning of an era of
increased oversight or the federal government’s last word on fracking. One
thing is for certain: Americans will continue to have lots to say on the matter.

http://www.onearth.org/earthwire/new-fracking-rules-fall-short
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Bundy Supporters Heading To Nevada Legislature

CARSON CITY, Nev. (AP) — Southern Nevada rancher Cliven Bundy and supporters are planning
to swarm the Nevada Legislature in support# of a bill seeking to reclaim land from the federal
government.

Bundy and his supporters plan to show up in force to support AB 408, which is scheduled for a
hearing Tuesday.

The bill is sponsored by Republican Assemblywoman Michele Fiore and would require the federal
government to obtain permission to use land within the state’s borders. The proposal also strips the
federal government of state water rights and would allow county commissions to parcel out state
land forindustry# use.

Bundy’s conflict with the federal government and Bureau of Land Management® over unpaid grazing

fees drew national attention to Nevada last spring.
http://lasvegas.cbslocal.com/2015/03/25/bundy-supporters-heading-to-nevada-legislature/

Final Rules Released for Hydraulic
Fracturing on Federal and Tribal Lands

Article By:
Ronald J. Tenpas

Ted B. Bosquez, IV

The Bureau of Land Management contends that its new rules are consistent with state
regulations and industry standards, but stakeholders believe that the rules are unnecessary or
simply miss the mark.

On March 20, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) released its long-awaited final
rules (BLM Rules or the Rules) that regulate hydraulic fracturing on federal and tribal
lands. The Rules establish requirements for a wide range of practices, such as well
construction standards, management of flowback waters, and disclosure of fracturing
fluids. Having deliberated for nearly three years and reviewed roughly 1.5 million
comments, the BLM described the released Rules as ‘“consistent with industry
guidance [and] the voluntary practice of operators, and some are required by state
regulations.”

Both the regulated community and environmental groups have disagreed. Industry
groups have raised concerns that the Rules are unnecessary or otherwise burdensome
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and costly, whereas environmental groups complain that the Rules do not go far
enough. Although the Rules are slated to take effect in three months, they may be
delayed by litigation.

The BLM Rules

On May 11, 2012, the BLM published for public comment proposed rules that govern
hydraulic fracturing practices on federal and tribal lands. In May 2013, the BLM
responded to industry feedback by revising the proposed rules and allowing another
round of public comment. Nearly two years later, the BLM released its final Rules,
which cover the following:

o Well construction—Well integrity is critical to withstanding the extreme
temperatures and pressure beneath the surface and to prevent gas and fluids
from escaping into the surrounding rock. Well construction standards must
reduce risk of environmental harm within the constraints of operational
realities. The BLM Rules include requirements relating to predrilling plans,
environmental site reviews, casing and cementing standards, monitoring,
testing, reporting, and plugging. Most state regulations also cover these
categories, but, as always, the devil is in the details, as discussed below.

o Flowback storage—All wells, whether hydraulically fractured or not, produce
large volumes of salt water (i.e., “flowback’™). The fluids are then stored in pits
and/or tanks until they are reused or disposed of. Contrary to what they
originally proposed, the BLM Rules prohibit storage in open-air pits and
instead limit operators to above-ground tanks with a capacity of less than 500
barrels.

o Disclosure of fracturing fluids—Wells are hydraulically fractured through the
high-pressure injection of water with trace additives necessary to reduce
friction, prop fractures open, and otherwise ensure safe and successful
operation. Most states require operators to disclose the added constituents,
subject to trade secret protections. Similarly, the BLM Rules require operators
to submit disclosure reports to the FracFocus website within 30 days after
completing well stimulation.

The BLM framed its Rules to be consistent with existing state regulations and
industry practice, sufficient to ensure environmental protection, and not unduly
burdensome or costly. However, as discussed below, few agree with its assessment.
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Response to the BLM Rules

Well Construction Standards

Industry groups have criticized the proposed well construction standards as creating
costs with no discernible environmental advantages. For example, the definition of
“usable water” set forth in the Rules highlights this problem. As explained in
our January 14, 2015 LawFlash, the proposed rules provided that, consistent with state
rules and industry standards, operators would need to install casing at depths that
protect usable water. The industry expressed concern that the proposed “usable water”
definition of waters that contain up to 10,000 parts per million of total dissolved solids
(ppm TDS), in fact, is generally considered to identify water that in reality has no
potential use because treatment (e.g., reverse osmosis systems) would be too
expensive. Also, waters that contain up to 10,000 ppm TDS generally cohabitate in
formations with oil and gas resources; thus, casing installation would have to
encounter the target zones, which makes development impractical. The industry
argued that such measures were anticipated to come at significant cost and would
discourage development on federal lands.

In its Rules, the BLM declined to modify the definition of “usable water.” It explained
that, despite some apparent confusion, 10,000 ppm TDS has served as the US
Environmental Protection Agency’s standard for usable water under the Safe Drinking
Water Act for decades. As such, it concluded that the Rules would not require any
operational changes or result in additional costs. Further, it rejected arguments that
water containing 10,000 ppm TDS has no potential use and projected that future water
scarcity and technological advancements may increase their utility. The BLM, thus,
refused to change its definition of “usable water” in the Rules as requested by
industry.

Management of Flowback Waters

Industry groups also oppose the above-ground tank storage requirement. In practice,
flowback has been stored in pits (which are open to the air) or tanks (which are
entirely closed off). Historically, only a few states have restricted the use of open pits.
For example, Michigan has required that flowback be stored in tanks, and Mississippi
has permitted open-air storage only if no other means are available. Recently,
regulators have increasingly restricted the use of open-air pits to store flowback water.
In late 2014, Illinois promulgated rules that limited flowback storage in open pits to
no more than one week. And, earlier this month, the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection confirmed its intentions to prohibit open pits and impose
more stringent requirements for impoundments once its proposed rules are finalized,
potentially in spring 2016.
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Although the BLM’s proposed rules permitted storage in either tanks or lined pits, the
BLM since has elected to prohibit the use of open-air pits, subject to demonstration
that use of tanks “is infeasible for environmental, public health or safety reasons.”
However, according to the BLM, “such exceptions should be limited and rarely
granted.”

The BLM and environmental groups claim that all pits, regardless of construction,
liners, or oversight, create too high a risk of releases into the environment. They posit
that tanks, which are fully enclosed, minimize that risk. Tanks, however, are much
more expensive. Under the BLM Rules, tank size will be limited to a capacity of 500
barrels (15,750 gallons). For reference, a single well can often generate hundreds of
thousands of gallons of flowback, which would therefore require dozens of tanks.
Accordingly, under the Rules, operators could expect to spend significantly more to
store the same volume of fluids in tanks rather than in pits.

Disclosure of Fracturing Fluids

The BLM Rules’ fracturing fluid disclosure requirements generally received favorable
industry reaction but criticism from environmental organizations. Industry groups
described the Rules as representing a reasonable, convenient, and commonplace
approach. By contrast, environmental groups have raised concerns about the trade
secret protections included in the Rules. The disclosure requirements in the Rules are
far from novel, as they are equivalent to those adopted in a majority of oil- and gas-
producing states. Generally, the Rules call for disclosures to be made using
FracFocus, an existing reporting and disclosure platform.

The BLM’s use of FracFocus is consistent with prevailing practices. FracFocus is not
new. It first went online in April 2011 and has been used to register more than 94,000
wells across the United States. According to the FracFocus website, as of February 1,
2015, 22 of the 27 states that require chemical disclosure either use or are considering
using FracFocus. It is a joint venture between the Groundwater Protection Council
(which operates it) and the American Petroleum Institute and America’s Natural Gas
Alliance (which fund it). Industry groups have stood behind it—for example, only
months after the website was created, the Marcellus Shale Coalition required all of its
members (effectively all operators active in the region) to submit reports to
FracFocus.

The Rules’ protections for trade secret information are also not novel. Operators are
entitled to trade secret protection in all states with chemical disclosure rules, and more
general trade secret protection laws and regulations are standard throughout the
country.
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Environmental groups have criticized the Rules for failing to provide an adequate
exception for disclosures to address medical emergencies. The groups argue that
operators should be required to disclose trade secret information to medical personnel,
particularly in the event of an emergency. State rules vary on this subject—some
require disclosure to medical personnel and some do not; some limit disclosure to
medical emergencies, while others extend it to general diagnosis and treatment.
Notwithstanding these hydraulic fracturing—specific rules, federal Occupational Safety
and Health Administration regulations generally require disclosure to medical
personnel who treat on-site workers as may other state-specific exceptions.

Conclusion

Immediately after the Rules’ release, the Independent Petroleum Association of
America and Western Energy Alliance jointly petitioned a federal court to review the
Rules and invalidate them.!! This challenge may also call into question whether the
Rules will take effect in 90 days as planned if a stay of their implementation is also
sought.

If and when the Rules do go into effect, operators should pay special attention to
several unique and complicating considerations. First, the BLM Rules apply only to
hydraulic fracturing operations on federal and tribal lands. As such, two wells in the
same state may be subject to different rules to the extent that one is on public land and
the other is on private property. Further, operations on federal and tribal lands will be
subject not only to the BLM Rules, but also to the respective state’s operating
requirements, including those that relate to permitting and notice, to the extent that
they do not conflict with BLM regulations. Under some circumstances, a state may
even enforce its rules, despite normally lacking jurisdiction on federal and tribal lands.

[1]. Independent Petroleum Association of America v. Jewell, Civ. No .15-cv-41-F (D.Wyo. March 20, 2015).

Copyright © 2015 by Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.natlawreview.com/print/article/final-rules-released-hydraulic-fracturing-federal-and-tribal-
lands
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Republican, Democratic lawmakers
voice concerns about new drilling
rules

By KEVIN FREKING, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Republican and Democratic lawmakers in the House have found something
in common: Many have issues with the Obama administration's new regulations requiring companies
that drill for oil and natural gas to disclose chemicals used in hydraulic fracturing.

Republicans say the new regulations, announced last week, will delay new drilling projects and take
marginal lands out of production. Democratic lawmakers say the regulations are so mild that they
won't change current operating standards.

The lawmakers' complaints were aired Thursday during a House subcommittee hearing called to
review the Bureau of Land Management's budget for the coming fiscal year.

Bureau Director Neil Kornze said fracking is taking place in 32 states, and the new federal
regulations were aimed primarily at those states with limited or no regulation of the practice. He
projected that the new regulations would increase costs by about $11,000 per well.

"We think the confidence that this brings to the American public, and the protection it brings to
groundwater and other resources, we believe it's worth it," Kornze said.

The new rule will take effect in June. It also updates requirements for well construction and disposal
of water and other fluids used in fracking, as the drilling method is more commonly known.

The rule has been under consideration for more than three years, drawing criticism from the oil and
gas industry and environmental groups alike.

Rep. Doug Lamborn, R-Colo., said he wished the rule would only have been applied to states that
aren't regulating fracking. He said states such as his are already doing a good job of ensuring the
environment is not harmed.

Lamborn pointed out that the oil and gas industry has projected the regulations would cost far more
to comply with than what the government has projected. Those additional costs will discourage the
industry from drilling on federal lands, which would eliminate jobs and drive away federal revenue.
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The new rule has drawn heavy criticism from some states where fracking is common. Wyoming filed
a legal challenge Thursday and petitioned the federal district court in Wyoming to review the
regulation and determine whether it should be set aside. The state claimed in its challenge that the
rule exceeds the Bureau of Land Management's jurisdiction and unlawfully interferes with the state's
hydraulic fracturing regulations.

Rep. Alan Lowenthal, D-Calif., said complaints were overblown. If the state laws regarding fracking
are stronger than the new federal rule, and many of them are, the state law wins out. He said he
would challenge the industry to point to requirements in the federal regulation that they don't already
have in place.

Rep. Raul Grijalva, D-Ariz., said the regulation was so lax it was like requiring the auto industry to
ensure that every car has a steering wheel and a brake pedal. "This rule does absolutely nothing,"
Grijalva said.

Fracking involves pumping huge volumes of water, sand and chemicals underground to split open
rocks to allow oil and gas to flow. Improved technology has allowed energy companies to gain
access to huge stores of natural gas underneath states from Wyoming to New York but has also
raised widespread concerns about whether it leads to groundwater contamination and even
earthquakes.

http://www.usnews.com/news/politics/articles/2015/03/26/lawmakers-unhappy-with-new-fracking-
rules

Unprecedented Sage Grouse
Protection Deal Signed in Nevada

RENO, Nev. — An unprecedented attempt to protect sage grouse
habitat across parts of more than 900 square miles of privately
owned land in Nevada will begin under a deal Thursday involving the
federal government, an environmental group and the world's largest
gold mining company.

The agreement comes as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
approaches a fall deadline for a decision on whether to protect the
greater sage grouse, a bird roughly the size of a chicken that ranges
across the West, under the Endangered Species Act.

Commercial operations, including mining companies and oil and gas
producers, are entering into such deals in an effort to keep the bird

00074272-BLM-BATCH013-DOC0078-REC-20240 Page 17 of 29



FOR COMMITTEE USE ONLY

off the threatened or endangered list because the classification would
place new restrictions on their work.

The deal involves Barrick Gold Corp., The Nature Conservancy and
the U.S. Interior Department's Bureau of Land Management and
Fish and Wildlife Service. It establishes a "conservation bank,"
providing the mining firm credit for enhancing critical habitat, in
exchange for flexibility in future operations. It aims to preserve and
restore more habitat than is lost through development while at the
same time providing Barrick with more certainty as it maps out new
mining plans.

"This is the kind of creative, voluntary partnership that we need to
help conserve the greater sage grouse, while sustaining important
economic activities on western rangelands," Interior Secretary Sally
Jewell said.

The agreement "strikes the right balance between economic
development and conservation," said Michael Brown, executive
director of Barrick's U.S. operations.

Similar efforts already are underway on a much smaller scale
involving ranching operations in Oregon and Wyoming.

Scientists estimate the sage grouse population is less than half what
it was in the early 19th century it inhabited an estimated 450,000
square miles of sagebrush across the West.

Growing threats to its nesting grounds include wildfires, invasive
plants, livestock grazing, mining and oil and gas exploration. The
risks have led land managers to consider new protections.

It's difficult to estimate what Barrick will spend on the conversation
efforts but it "likely will be in the millions," company lawyer Patrick
Malone said. He said much of the bird's most important range in
Nevada is on private land.

"The bird benefits in ways that can only really happen through this
public-private partnership," Malone told The Associated Press.

Michael Cameron, The Nature Conservancy's associate state director
for Nevada, acknowledged the agreement may not be embraced by
some conservation groups who argue against development of any
lands with habitat critical to the survival of the sage grouse.

"Our overriding objective in this is to achieve lofty conservation
results on the ground," Cameron told the AP. "Certainly, in a case
like this where we have the potential to achieve conservation
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improvements on potentially hundreds of thousands of acres, it is the
kind of opportunity, frankly, that we have an obligation to try to
approve."

BLM Nevada Director Amy Leuders likes the advance nature of the
agreement. She said, "It's certainly to the benefit of the sage grouse
and its habitat for conservation actions to occur before other impacts
from mining operations occur."

http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2015/03/26/us/ap-nv-nevada-sage-grouse-barrick-gold.html? r=0

EE NEWS

OVERSIGHT:

Watchdog panel clears tax offender, FOIA, workforce bills
Robin Bravender, E&E reporter
Published: Thursday, March 26, 2015

The House Oversight and Government Reform Committee yesterday approved a measure by voice vote from
Chairman Jason Chaffetz (R-Utah) to make people with "seriously delinquent” tax debts ineligible for federal
jobs.

But the passage of H.R. 1563, the "Federal Employee Tax Accountability Act," came despite staunch
opposition from committee Democrats who see the measure as an unfair attack against federal employees.

Ranking member Elijah Cummings (D-Md.) said he's "steadfast" in opposing the bill that would require
agencies to fire federal workers who fail to pay their taxes.

A recent IRS report showed that 97 percent of government employees were in compliance with tax laws in
2014 -- a higher rate than House members and their staffs, as well as members of the public, Cummings said.
He added that there are existing remedies to address the 3 percent of the workforce in noncompliance.

"I do not understand why we are considering a change in the law to fix a problem that does not exist," he said.
"Clearly the legislation is designed to punish federal employees. ... I just think so often federal employees are
made to be viewed in a negative light."

Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-Va.) said the bill "is not well received by our workforce. They see it as another attack
on them and especially when there isn't really a problem in the federal workforce."

Chaffetz defended the effort as a way to target "bad apples" in the government.

"I get perhaps a bit sensitive about the idea that the intent of the bill ... is done to disparage federal employees,"
he said. "I greatly appreciate federal employees."

Chaffetz added that workers who are making a conscious effort to comply with tax laws would be exempted
from termination under the bill. "But unfortunately, there are a series of people who don't pay their federal
taxes. They just literally thumb their nose at the American taxpayers, and they say that [they're] not going to
pay their taxes. That's just fundamentally not right."

The committee passed several other measures by voice vote yesterday, including a bill that would prohibit
people with seriously delinquent tax debts from being awarded government contracts or grants.
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H.R. 1562, the "Contracting and Tax Accountability Act," from Chaffetz and Rep. Jackie Speier (D-Calif)),
received bipartisan support from the panel.

Cummings applauded the effort, saying the bill would "ensure that responsible contractors no longer have to
compete with tax delinquents.”

FOIA, seasonal workers, anti-discrimination bills

H.R. 653, the "FOIA Oversight and Implementation Act," also won the committee's approval. The bill
sponsored by Cummings and former Oversight Chairman Darrell Issa (R-Calif.) aims to provide the public
with greater access to information.

Among other things, it would establish a "presumption of openness" by barring agencies from withholding
information unless an agency foresees that disclosure would cause "specific identifiable harm" or the
disclosure is prohibited by law. It would also change the Freedom of Information Act to limit to 25 years the
amount of time agencies can keep documents secret by claiming that they would reveal the deliberative
process.

"This bill, if passed, would be a landmark reform of the law," Cummings said. "The availability of information
that sheds light on the workings of government is essential for a heathy democracy; strengthening the law will
help ensure that basic principles of transparency are not a matter of executive discretion."”

H.R. 1531, the "Land Management Workforce Flexibility Act," also cleared the panel.

The bill from Connolly is co-sponsored by GOP Reps. Rob Bishop of Utah and Don Young of Alaska. It aims
to give temporary seasonal employees in federal agencies the opportunity to compete on even footing with
federal employees for vacant permanent positions.

"This bill is really about a matter I think of simple justice," Connolly said yesterday. "We have thousands of
seasonal workers, year after year, season after season, mostly in the Western states, who put themselves at risk
to put out wildfires. ... But because they are deemed seasonal and temporary, they are actually ineligible for
competing with federal positions."

His bill "simply allows this category of workers to compete when there are openings as if they were a normal
regular federal employee," he said.

The "Fed. Employee Antidiscrimination Act," H.R. 1557, sponsored by Cummings, was also easily approved
with bipartisan support. The measure intends to strengthen the government's anti-discrimination laws and
expand government accountability for enforcing those laws.

Twitter: @rbravender | Email: rbravender@eenews.net
http://www.eenews.net/eedaily/2015/03/26/stories/1060015793

BUDGET:

Senate starts 'vote-a-rama' with carbon tax, land sell-off
Nick Juliano, E&E reporter

Published: Thursday, March 26, 2015

Around noon today, the Senate started voting. It is not expected to stop until well after midnight.
The series of roll calls that started as Greenwire was being published will feature votes on whether the federal

government should sell off all the land it owns outside of national parks, monuments and preserves and
whether Congress should rule out a tax on carbon dioxide emissions.

00074272-BLM-BATCH013-DOC0078-REC-20240 Page 20 of 29



FOR COMMITTEE USE ONLY

Sen. Roy Blunt (R-Mo.) yesterday had to suddenly pull his amendment seeking a point of order against a
carbon tax because it was non-germane, but he has replaced it with a less prescriptive amendment encouraging
Congress to consider prohibiting a carbon tax that will get a vote early this afternoon.

Also expected in the first round of votes is an amendment from Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), who leads
the Energy and Natural Resources Committee, proposing the consideration of the sale or transfer of "any
Federal land that is not within the boundaries of a National Park, National Preserve, or National Monument."

Before voting is complete -- sometime early tomorrow morning, aides expect -- senators will consider dozens
of amendments posing their views on all manner of controversial policies. In the energy and environment
realm, this will likely mean addressing a cross-section of issues encompassing air and water regulations,
endangered species protections, offshore energy development, ownership of public lands, tax incentives for
various energy sources, and climate change, among others.

The votes will come on nonbinding amendments to the annual budget resolution -- which is considered under
special procedures that allow for the freewheeling marathon known as a "vote-a-rama."

The purpose of the process is twofold -- forcing politically difficult votes that can serve as fodder for campaign
ads and testing support for legislative priorities that may come up later this year. It also will provide more data
for the ideological scorecards kept by organizations such as the League of Conservation Voters on the left and

American Energy Alliance on the right.

Voting began carlier this week, and yesterday saw action on amendments related to climate change and U.S.
EPA's Clean Water Act jurisdiction rulemaking -- votes that illustrated both aspects of the process.

Sen. Bernie Sanders' (I-Vt.) amendment that called on Congress to recognize that climate change is driven by
human activity and to produce legislation to address it fell one vote short of majority support, but it did draw
yes votes from three Republicans facing tough re-election races next year -- Sens. Kelly Ayotte of New
Hampshire, Mark Kirk of Illinois and Rob Portman of Ohio, who did not support a similar amendment in
January. Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), who is mulling a presidential campaign, also supported the
amendment (E&E Daily, March 26).

Clues to future policymaking came on an amendment from Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.), which was seen as a
referendum on EPA's water rule. It won support from Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.), who voted against a
similar proposal two years ago, and would have cleared 60 votes if all senators had been present. With a
majority of House members already on record against the rule, it is more likely now to be a target of an
appropriations rider later this year (E&E Daily, March 26).

More than 60 amendments were pending this morning, and senators continued to come to the floor to offer
amendments on an array of issues of both national and local interest.

The following is a list of key amendments expected to see votes today. Under budget rules requiring
germaneness, the amendments typically would establish a "deficit-neutral reserve fund" within the budget that
would encourage authorizing committees to craft corresponding legislation and allow the budget levels to be
adjusted accordingly.

Sens. Orrin Hatch (R-Utah) and James Inhofe (R-Okla.) amendment to create a reserve fund related to
blocking the Bureau of Land Management's and EPA's rules related to hydraulic fracturing on public lands.
Sen. Mike Rounds (R-S.D.) amendment to establish a reserve fund to prevent EPA and the Fish and Wildlife
Service from "engaging in closed-door settlement agreements that ignore impacted States and counties."
Sen. Steve Daines (R-Mont.) amendment to establish a reserve fund limiting national monument
designations.

Sen. Cory Gardner (R-Colo.) amendment to establish a reserve fund relating to protecting privately held
water rights and permits.
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Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.) amendment to establish a reserve fund relating to a comprehensive approach
to crude-by-rail safety, a topic she introduced legislation on yesterday (EnergyWire, March 26).

Sen. Dean Heller (R-Nev.) amendment to establish a reserve fund relating to blocking an endangered species
listing for the greater sage grouse before entering conservation agreements with the 11 states where it lives.
Sen. Chris Coons (D-Del.) amendment to establish a reserve fund relating to preserving mandatory
appropriations for agricultural conservation programs.

Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.l.) amendment aimed at raising taxes on the wealthy to invest in
infrastructure and repairing damage from wildfires.

Whitehouse amendment to establish a reserve fund relating to campaign finance reform and corporate
disclosure.

Sen. Bill Cassidy (D-La.) amendment to establish a reserve fund to promote offshore energy production.
Cassidy amendment to establish a spending-neutral reserve fund relating to the manufacturing and
construction permitting implications of EPA's proposed lower ozone air quality standard.

Sen. Michael Bennet (D-Colo.) amendment aimed at extending the renewable energy production and
investment tax credits for "a reasonable period of time."

Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.) amendment to delay EPA's implementation of a tighter ozone standard (E&ENews
PM, March 25).

Twitter: @nickjuliano | Email: njuliano@eenews.net
http://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2015/03/26/stories/1060015839

PUBLIC LANDS:

'Grand Bargain' over Utah estate appeals for compromise
Published: Thursday, March 26, 2015

Impending legislation from Utah's congressional delegation is showing signs of softening the positions of local
politicians and environmentalists as it attempts to broker a deal over public land use in the state.

The "Grand Bargain" would designate some federal lands in Utah, which is 57 percent federally owned, as
protected while other areas would be open for energy and other development. The deal would span eight
counties, including some that have been at odds with federal officials for decades.

"Hopefully, it will bring people's blood pressure down," said Rep. Jason Chaffetz (R-Utah), who is sponsoring
the bill with fellow Rep. Rob Bishop (R-Utah), chairman of the House Committee on Natural Resources.

At a meeting in San Juan County, Utah, Chaffetz's chief of staff, Fred Ferguson, said "everyone needs to give a
little." That includes San Juan County Commissioner Phil Lyman, who, just 10 months ago, led an
unauthorized all-terrain-vehicle ride through a protected scenic canyon, but at the meeting last week, Lyman
appeared ready to deal (Greenwire, April 14, 2014).

"No one is walking away from this until we get an agreement," he said.
Many counties are looking to come to the table out of fear that President Obama could designate millions of
acres as national monuments, shutting out grazing and other uses. Officials in many of the counties said they

felt compelled to negotiate.

Bargain proponents are hopeful that environmental groups and American Indian tribes will come on board,
along with their Democratic allies in Congress.

"Just the fact we are talking to each other about what we want and what we can live with -- these are
conversations we have not had before," said Paul Spitlerof with the Wilderness Society. "Everybody knows we
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have been battling for 30 years, and we can certainly battle for the next 30 years. It's pretty refreshing to see a
new approach."”

The bill is expected this spring (Jim Carlton, Wall Street Journal, March 26). -- DTB
http://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2015/03/26/stories/1060015821

FEDERAL WORKFORCE:

EPA, Interior, DOE employees owe $20M in back taxes
Robin Bravender, E&E reporter

Published: Thursday, March 26, 2015

Workers at U.S. EPA, the Interior Department and the Energy Department owe more than $20 million in
combined back taxes, new data show.

Overall, federal civilian employees owed $1.14 billion in taxes in 2014, up from $1.08 billion in 2013,
according to IRS data released this week by the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee.

And about 4 percent of nearly 2.9 million civilian federal workers -- more than 100,000 people -- were
delinquent on their taxes in 2014, the IRS report shows. The percentage of workers who owed taxes or hadn't

filed returns dropped slightly from 2013, when the delinquency rate was 4.07 percent.

Those delinquent taxpayers included thousands of employees from energy and environmental agencies,
although workers at EPA, Interior and DOE had better taxpaying records than the average federal employee.

At EPA, 2.7 percent of the staff was delinquent on paying taxes in 2014. The report found that about 430
employees of the agency's staff of 15,850 owed cash to the government, adding up to about $6 million.

About 2.8 percent of Interior Department employees owed taxes. About 1,940 of the agency's workforce of
nearly 70,000 people were found to be delinquent, owing a combined $12 million.

The delinquency rate was even lower at DOE, where 2.1 percent of employees were behind on taxes. Of the
department's 15,000 staffers, about 315 people owed a total of $3.3 million.

The IRS data were released as lawmakers are pushing efforts to target tax offenders through legislation.
Yesterday, the Oversight and Government Reform Committee approved legislation to make people with
"seriously delinquent” tax debts ineligible for federal jobs. H.R. 1563, the "Federal Employee Tax
Accountability Act," was introduced by Oversight Chairman Jason Chaffetz (R-Utah).

"It is disconcerting that federal civilian employees owe more than one billion dollars in back taxes," Chaffetz
said this week in a statement. "These employees are not exempt from their civic responsibility to fulfill tax
obligations and those who refuse to pay what they owe should be held accountable."

House Democrats painted that legislation as a way to unfairly target government workers.

Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-Va.) said yesterday that the bill "is not well-received by our workforce. They see it as
another attack on them and especially when there isn't really a problem in the federal workforce" (E&E Daily,
March 26).

A separate bill in the Senate would block tax-delinquent federal employees from receiving bonuses.
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Sen. Pat Roberts (R-Kan.) in January introduced S. 303, which would prevent government workers from
getting cash awards if they're deemed to have racked up "seriously delinquent" tax debt.

Twitter: @rbravender | Email: rbravender@eenews.net
http://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2015/03/26/stories/1060015832

PUBLIC LANDS:

Wyo. launches legal fight against BLM fracking rule
Ellen M. Gilmer, E&E reporter
Published: Thursday, March 26, 2015

Wyoming today became the first state to formally challenge the Obama administration's new rule for drilling
on public and Indian lands, filing a lawsuit in U.S. District Court for the District of Wyoming that calls the
regulation an overreach of federal authority.

The suit is the second legal challenge since the rule's unveiling less than a week ago. Industry groups sued last
Friday, arguing that the Bureau of Land Management's three-year rulemaking process relied on insufficient
data and resulted in regulations that duplicate state law.

The rule, which requires disclosure of chemicals used in hydraulic fracturing and regulates well construction
and wastewater management, has drawn heated criticism from all sides over the past week. Industry complains
that the rule is an expensive threat to jobs and energy security, while states and tribes argue that fracking
regulation is their turf, and environmentalists say the new requirements do little to protect the air, water and
land surrounding drilling operations.

With more than 4 million acres of federal land hosting oil and gas production, Wyoming is among the Western
states most affected by BLM regulations, said BakerHostetler attorney Mark Barron.

"Wyoming's interest in this lawsuit is obvious," Barron, who is representing industry in the other legal
challenge, said in a statement yesterday. "The State's leadership in regulating oil and gas development, and
particularly the process of hydraulic fracturing, disproves the myth of the regulatory gap upon which Interior's
final rule is premised."

In the state's petition for review filed yesterday, Senior Assistant Attorney General Michael McGrady argues
that BLM exceeded its authority by regulating fracking as a form of underground injection, despite a provision
of the Safe Drinking Water Act that designates U.S. EPA as the sole regulator of "underground injection
control" and a provision of the 2005 Energy Policy Act that exempts hydraulic fracturing from EPA's
oversight.

"If Congress intended ... to create special BLM or Interior Department programs for regulating underground
injections outside the Safe Drinking Water Act, Congress would have said so, as it has in other environmental
regulatory contexts," the filing says, arguing that fracking should be left to the states to regulate.

Gov. Matt Mead (R) last week touted his state's regulations for drilling as some of the strictest in the nation
and slammed BLM for being "late to the game" and establishing a rule that "complicates compliance."
Wyoming's rules for fracking chemical disclosure are stricter than those of most other producing states.
Wyoming's lawsuit comes just after the Independent Petroleum Association of American and Western Energy
Alliance filed a similar challenge last week, arguing that the rule is an abuse of power that is "not properly

tailored to achieve a legitimate government purpose.”

Both lawsuits ask the district court to vacate the rule.
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ENDANGERED SPECIES:

Interior, world's largest gold miner team up to save Nev. grouse habitat
Scott Streater, E&E reporter

Published: Thursday, March 26, 2015

The Interior Department today announced a major new agreement with the world's largest gold mining
company to set up the nation's largest greater sage grouse conservation bank system in Nevada, a move
designed to allow economically important mining activity to continue without harming habitat for the
imperiled bird.

The agreement announced today establishes a conservation bank that allows Barrick Gold of North America
to earn credits for mitigation projects it funds that enhance sage grouse habitat on several private Nevada
ranches covering more than 500,000 acres the company owns, as well as on federal lands where the company
owns grazing allotments covering hundreds of thousands of acres.

In total, the conservation bank agreement covers about 900 square miles of private and public lands in central
Nevada, said Louis Schack, a spokesman for Barrick Gold of North America in Salt Lake City, Utah.

The Bureau of Land Management and the Fish and Wildlife Service will oversee the "Barrick Nevada Sage
Grouse Bank Enabling Agreement," which commits Barrick to participate in habitat protection and restoration
projects that achieve a "net conservation benefit" for the grouse. This net benefit will be accomplished "by
encouraging greater gains in functional sage grouse habitat through preservation and restoration than what is
lost through development activities," according to the agreement.

In exchange, Barrick will obtain assurances that the voluntary compensatory mitigation measures taken by the
company, when verified as providing a net conservation gain to the species, will be accounted for by BLM and
the Fish and Wildlife as the agencies review the company's future proposed mining operations, according to
Interior's summary of the agreement.

Barrick's mining and ranching operations are located in areas that include habitat for the greater sage grouse.
BLM manages 21 million acres of grouse habitat in Nevada, which is home to as few as 28,000 birds.

Interior Secretary Sally Jewell said she believes the conservation bank announced today could be significant
for Nevada's sage grouse population.

"This is the kind of creative, voluntary partnership that we need to help conserve the greater sage grouse while
sustaining important economic activities on western rangelands," Jewell said today in a statement.

The Nevada agreement is the second conservation bank the Obama administration has established this month.
The Fish and Wildlife Service last week announced a partnership with the state of Wyoming to establish the
nation's first conservation bank for the sage grouse on a 235,000-acre ranch in central Wyoming (E&ENews

PM, March 18).

The Wyoming conservation bank will allow for oil and gas, mining, and other industries to buy credits within a
sensitive state-designated "core sage grouse area" that could then be used to mitigate impacts elsewhere.

Wyoming is home to nearly half the remaining sage grouse, whose range extends across 11 Western states
covering 165 million acres.
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Nevada ranks second in this category to Wyoming, BLM Nevada State Office Director Amy Lueders said in
an interview.

The Nevada and Wyoming conservation banks could prove significant as Fish and Wildlife evaluates the status
of the bird. FWS must decide by Sept. 30 whether to propose listing the greater sage grouse for protection
under the Endangered Species Act.

"Through landscape level mitigation efforts, conservation banks, credit exchanges, conservation casements,
and conservation assistance programs, we are advancing partnership efforts that are redefining how we achieve
our conservation goals across the American West," Jewell said in her statement.

As part of the Nevada conservation bank agreement, BLM, Fish and Wildlife, and Barrick will use a "Sage-
grouse Conservation Forecasting Tool" developed by the Nature Conservancy that uses satellite imagery to
create maps of current habitat conditions, according to the group.

Regulators and scientists can then employ predictive computer models that simulate the natural patterns of
vegetation change over time to identify which restoration actions will be most helpful to sage grouse, they say.

While the majority of land, including sage grouse habitat, in Nevada is federally owned, a significant portion
of riparian and wet meadow habitat that is crucial to the sage grouse's life cycle is located on private lands,
according to the Interior summary.

Barrick's private ranches in Elko, Eurcka and Lander counties include large tracts of current and former wet
meadow habitat, Lueders said.

"Some of the most critical habitat, such as wet meadows and riparian areas, are disproportionately on private
lands," she said. "This really allows us to achieve some conservation actions that are really important for sage
grouse because they are so limiting."

Michael Cameron, associate director of the Nature Conservancy's Nevada chapter, said the goal of the latest
agreement is to "help inform decisions that protect, manage and restore vital wildlife habitat on potentially
hundreds of thousands of acres of land."

It's also designed to balance the need to protect the grouse with the economic benefits of the mining industry in
the state, Lueders said.

"The goal is to protect the best sage grouse habitat while also allowing for the certainty of economic benefits
and providing for net conservation benefits," she said. "I think it's a good model. We're very excited about it. "

Email: sstreater@eenews.net
http://www.eenews.net/eenewspm/2015/03/26/stories/1060015859

FEDERAL AGENCIES:

White House plan would shrink government real estate holdings
Robin Bravender, E&E reporter

Published: Thursday, March 26, 2015

A new plan from the White House aims to squeeze federal agencies into smaller, more efficient spaces.

The Obama administration yesterday released a revised national strategy that will require agencies to reduce
their property footprints starting in 2016 and continuing over the next several years.
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The plan comes after the administration's "Freeze the Footprint" policy in 2013 sought to keep the
government's real estate footprint steady. It requires agencies to dispose of existing properties in order to
acquire new ones and set a timeline for agencies to halt their real estate growth.

The agencies have either already frozen or cut their footprints, or are on a path to do so by the end of fiscal
2015, the White House said.

Government-occupied space was cut by 21.4 million square feet between fiscal 2012 and fiscal 2014,
according to the administration. In 2014 alone, the government disposed of 7,350 buildings and slashed $17
million from annual operation and maintenance costs.

The administration is planning to improve the use of government-owned buildings and reduce its excess and
underutilized properties.

"Consolidating properties and collocating agency office space is not only commonsense, but will provide more
convenient access to the public and allow for upgraded facilities to provide more modern work environments
for federal employees to conduct their business," wrote Dave Mader, controller for the White House Office of
Management and Budget.

The federal government is the largest real property owner in the country, with an inventory of 300,000
buildings that require about $21 billion of annual operation and maintenance costs.

Sen. Tom Carper of Delaware, the top Democrat on the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs
Committee, applauded the administration's strategies.

"Taxpayers should not have to pay for the government to lease or own buildings that it does not need," Carper
said in a statement.

Twitter: @rbravender | Email: rbravender@eenews.net
http://www.eenews.net/eenewspm/2015/03/26/stories/1060015847

PUBLIC LANDS:

'Vote-a-rama' fights ahead on species, monuments, transfers to states
Emily Yehle and Nick Juliano, E&E reporters

Published: Thursday, March 26, 2015

Lawmakers' views on a bevy of public lands issues will be on record and ripe for political campaigning by the
early morning hours tomorrow.

The Senate began the first round of votes at noon today on dozens of nonbinding amendments to the annual
budget resolution. The "vote-a-rama" will allow -- or force -- senators to lay down their support or opposition
on a wide array of issues.

In the coming hours, that will include a few long-standing controversies over the use of federal land and the

implementation of the Endangered Species Act. First up: an amendment from Energy and Natural Resources
Chairwoman Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) that would support the selling or transfer of federal lands to states

and local governments.

In a statement on the Senate floor yesterday, Murkowski prefaced the introduction of the provision by asserting
that while oil production is "going gangbusters" on state and private lands, it is "not happening" on federal
lands. With traditional and renewable energy production, it "is incredibly hard to develop any type of energy
on Federal lands," she said.
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Her amendment would enable the transfer of federal land to states for such development. Land within a
national park, national preserve or a national monument would be protected and not eligible.

In an interview today, Murkowski stressed her amendment doesn't identify any particular parcels to be sold or
exchanged and that any details would have to be worked out through the committee.

"It doesn't name anything, it isn't specific to anything. It gives the opportunity and then you would come back.
Say, for instance, you want to purchase something for access or development, then you have to come back and
go through the legislative process," Murkowski said in a brief interview.

"It's not unlike what we saw with the public lands package that was attached to NDAA," she added, referring
to last year's defense authorization bill, "where you saw so many different public lands bills, it's basically kind
of setting up for a similar kind of process."

Murkowski said she did not necessarily have parcels in Alaska in mind to be sold but was aware of concerns in
other states with a large federal footprint.

"I know that within different states, different localities there is frustration that they haven't been able to get
much going on federal lands: 'Boy if we had an opportunity to access it, things would be different," she said.
"And so what it does is it makes that available allowance."

Sen. Cory Gardner (R-Colo.) said he was concerned that the amendment is worded too broadly and would
likely vote against it, but he welcomed an opportunity to examine how to improve federal land management.

"Look, I think we have a lot of pent-up frustration with the way the administration has handled public lands,"
he said. But the concerns should be addressed in "a way that we ought to be able to bring everybody to the
table to work through."

National monuments, sage grouse

Also on the vote-a-rama roster is an amendment from Sen. Steve Daines (R-Mont.) that would require the
president to gain support from local and state governments before proposing a national monument.

In the last two years, President Obama has designated or expanded a dozen national monuments using the
Antiquities Act. That has angered Republicans, who accuse Obama of sidestepping the usual public process
and flouting Congress.

"Too often these unilateral designations completely ignore the needs of the local community -- the farmers and
ranchers, the sportsmen and small business owners directly impacted by these new designations," Daines said
on the Senate floor, adding that his amendment "ensures the people affected most by these designations have a
scat at the table and their voices are heard."

The National Wildlife Federation blasted the amendment as undermining an important tool to protect lands.
The Antiquities Act "has been used to protect some of our most important places from the Statue of Liberty to
the Grand Canyon and this amendment would only serve to make it harder to protect our special places," the
group said in a statement.

NWF also took aim at an amendment from Sen. Mike Rounds (R-S.D.) that would require state and local

government support before U.S. EPA or the Fish and Wildlife Service enter into what Republicans call "sue
and settle" agreements.
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While Republicans assert that the agreements -- which settle lawsuits -- set agency priorities, environmentalist
and Democrats say the lawsuits merely allow citizens to force agencies to do their mandated duty. A 2011
settlement between FWS and environmental groups, for example, set a schedule for the agency to consider the
listing of hundreds of species.

Rounds called his amendment a "fix" that ensures local governments "are given a say in settlement agreements
that will have impacts within their borders." Republicans have unsuccessfully tried to pass similar bills in the
past.

But Western state officials will more likely keep an eye on Sen. Dean Heller's (R-Nev.) narrower amendment
on FWS's impending decision on whether to list the greater sage grouse.

The agency is set to decide before September whether the grouse needs protections under the Endangered
Species Act -- a deadline set by that 2011 settlement.

Heller's amendment would require the Interior Department to enter into candidate conservation agreements
with 11 states before making a listing decision on the sage grouse. It would also require that state plans have
the "opportunity” to show results.

"If the federal government adds the sage grouse to the endangered species list, it would devastate rural
economies across these affected states, including Nevada," Heller said on the Senate floor. "States must be
given an opportunity to show they can foster a sustainable sage grouse population.”

Even if the amendment passes, it won't change the listing schedule. Like all amendments in the vote-a-rama,
it's symbolic.

Email: eyehle@eenews.net
http://www.eenews.net/eenewspm/2015/03/26/stories/1060015860
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Begin forwarded message:

From: "Ferguson, Fred" <Fred.Ferguson@mail.house.gov>

Date: March 26, 2015 at 10:35:47 AM EDT

To: "Ferguson, Fred" <Fred.Ferguson@mail.house.gov>

Subject: ICYMI - WSJ: CEGrand Bargain® on Land Use in Utah Offers Something for
Everyone

‘Grand Bargain’ on Land Use in Utah
Offers Something for Everyone

Legislation in the works would set aside some areas for wilderness,
others for energy use; congressional officials hope deal could be
replicated across the West

hitp://www.wsj.com/articles/grand-bargain-on-land-use-in-utah-offers-something-for-
everyone-1427371382

sy JIM CARLTON

March 26, 20158:03a.m. ET 2 COMMENTS

MONTICELLO, Utah—San Juan County Commissioner Phil Lyman made a defiant point about land

use when he led an unauthorized ride of all-terrain-vehicle users into a nearby scenic canyon last
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May after it had been closed by the Burecau of Land Management to protect archacological artifacts.

Yet only 10 months later, at a recent meeting with land protection proponents, Lyman chatted

amiably about the need to make compromises in resource management.

The new attitude came thanks to a proposed federal law some call the “Grand Bargain.” Under the
legislation being finalized, San Juan and some other counties in Utah would agree to wilderness and
other restrictions on public lands in return for getting other arcas designated for energy and other

uses.

“No one 1s walking away from this until we get an agreement,” Mr. Lyman said at the March 19

meeting.

The gathering among oft-warring groups was facilitated by an aide to Utah’s congressional
delegation, which has been working for three years to broker a rare accord on how the West’s vast
public lands are used. Called the Utah Public Lands Initiative, the bill to be released in draft form
over the next few weeks could set aside at least 1.5 million acres of backcountry for wilderness and
hundreds of thousands more for economic activities such as oil and gas exploration—appeasing

interest groups on all sides.

ENLARGE As of now, eight of Utah’s 29 counties would be
included in the pact. Besides San Juan, they
mclude Daggett, Uintah, Carbon, Duchesne,
Emery, Grand and Summit counties, all in the

castern part of the state.

Congressional officials said such a deal could be
replicated across the West in arcas where local
communities have frequently clashed with federal
officials from the Bureau of Land Management,
U.S. Forest Service and other agencies over
access and use. The federal government owns
about half the land in the West; in Utah, 57% of

the state is federally owned.

“We’re doing something of great significance and

hopefully it will bring people’s blood pressure

down,” said Rep. Jason Chaffetz, who is co-
sponsoring the legislation with fellow Utah Republican Rep. Rob Bishop, chairman of the House

Committee on Natural Resources.

After the draft legislation goes through more public vetting, a final bill is expected to be introduced
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m Congress by late spring. Backers hope for bipartisan support as environmental groups supporting it

are often allied with Democratic lawmakers on Capitol Hill.

“Just the fact we are talking to each other about what we want and what we can live with—these are
conversations we have not had before,” said Paul Spitler, an official with the Wilderness Society, a
national donor-supported nonprofit based in Washington, D.C., dedicated to wilderness conservation.
“Everybody knows we have been battling for 30 years and we can certainly battle for the next 30

years. It’s pretty refreshing to see a new approach.”

ENLARGE

From left, San Juan County commissioners Rebecca Benally, Bruce Adams and Phil Lyman. PHOTO: JiM CARLTON/THE
WALL STREET JOURNAL

The decision on which lands to protect and develop has largely been left to local counties, often
working with—rather than against—traditional adversaries, including environmental groups.
Republican-led Utah, with its spectacular canyons, has been a hotbed of conflict. Counties have sued
over issues such as closures of four-wheel-drive roads in federally controlled backcountry, while the
Utah Legislature in 2012 passed a bill with largely symbolic value requiring the U.S. to turn over

most federal land to the state.

Smaller land bills have been attempted in Congress, but failed to reduce tensions substantially
because they lacked enough geographic reach, said Cody Stewart, policy director for Republican
Gov. Gary Herbert, who supports the bill. Mr. Stewart said the previous approach limited where land

trades could take place to resolve conflicts, such as moving an energy lease from the middle of a
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proposed wilderness area to an energy zone.

In 2012, Mr. Bishop began working on a new model: get a group of counties to agree to a land
accord. Around that time, environmental groups began ramping up calls for President Barack

Obama to designate millions of acres in Utah land as national monuments. He hasn’t acted on those
requests. Fearing such a move could shut out traditional uses such as grazing, officials in many of the

counties said they felt compelled to negotiate.

“This was a situation where you cither participate, or run the risk of a...monument being created

from Washington, D.C..” said Lynn Jackson, member of the Grand County Council.

Willie Grayeyes, foreground, and behind him Jonah Yellowman of the Utah Diné Bikéyah tribal group, which wants to
cordon off land considered sacred. PHOTO: DAWN KISH FOR THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

Since then, the congressman and his staff, later joined by other members of the Utah delegation, have
attended about 1,000 meetings, including in the counties involved. At first, many of the groups” goals
were far apart. The Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance, for example, initially called for as much as
5.5 million acres of new wilderness, but has since scaled back that amount substantially. “We entered
this knowing no one would get everything they wanted, including us,” said Scott Groene, executive

director of the alliance.

Counties, too, have had to bargain. Energy-rich Uintah County, for example, is willing to drop its
long-standing opposition to a wilderness designation for parts of Desolation Canyon if
environmentalists agree to allow limited drilling near sensitive arcas such as the Book Cliffs, which

have been studied by geologists and are home to wildlife including Rocky Mountain elk and golden
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cagles. “Nobody in the county 1s excited about wilderness coming in, but if it gives us what we want

there needs to be some compromise,” said Jon Stearmer, chief deputy county attorney.

Yet even as a final accord seems within reach, tensions remain. Here in the southeastern corner of the
state, one of the main points of contention is between a Navajo tribal group and county
commissioners over the size of a proposed protected area. The Utah Diné Bikéyah tribal group has
proposed to cordon off 1.9 million acres to protect areas including Cedar Mesa and Bears Ears, which
they consider sacred. On a recent tour of the area, spiritual leader Jonah Yellowman pointed at an old
test drilling site in a red-rock desert called Valley of the Gods, where he said Navajos believe the

spirits of some ancestors come in with the fog.

ENLARGE “This 1s what we’re trying to stop,” said Mr.

Yellowman, 63 years old, touching a rusted pipe.

A committee appointed by San Juan County
commissioners, though, supports smaller
protected areas of about 600,000 acres. In return,
Mr. Lyman, the county commissioner, said he

hopes other land can be sct aside in an energy
Butler Wash in Cedar Mesa, which is full of
archaeological artifacts that both sides agree should
be protected. PHOTO: DAWN KISH FOR THE WALL of archacological artifacts, should be protected,
STREET JOURNAL

zone. Both sides agree the Cedar Mesa area, full

and that they should look for other common

ground.

“For it to work, everyone needs to give a little,” Fred Ferguson, Rep. Chaffetz’s chief of staff, said at

the meeting in the San Juan County courthouse.
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Conversation Contents

Fwd: FW: NNC Bears Ears legislation
Attachments:

1300. Fwd: FW: NNC Bears Ears legislation/1.1 Unamended NNC Bears Ears
Supporting Resolution March 12, 2015.pdf

1300. Fwd: FW: NNC Bears Ears legislation/1.2 NCA Proposal- Backgrounder
final 12-8-14 (13).docx

"Harding, Stephenne" <stephenne_harding@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Harding, Stephenne" <stephenne_harding@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Mon Mar 16 2015 11:35:29 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>, Jenna Whitlock
) <jwhitloc@blm.gov>, Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>
Subject: Fwd: FW: NNC Bears Ears legislation
Unamended NNC Bears Ears Supporting Resolution March
Attachments: 12, 2015.pdf NCA Proposal- Backgrounder final 12-8-14
(13).docx
FYI:

-------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Bill Hedden

Date: Fri, Mar 13, 2015 at 6:00 PM
Subject: FW: NNC Bears Ears legislation

To: stephenne_harding@ios.doi.gov

Stephenne,

My staff sent this message about yesterday’s Navajo Tribal Council action on the Bears Ears
proposal. The attached supporting resolution, with minor amendments as noted below, was
passed 15-0 after about S0 minutes of debate.

Bill Hedden

435-259-5284

From: Natasha K. Hale [mailto:njohnson@arandcanyontrust.org]
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Sent: Friday, March 13, 2015 2:30 PM
To: Bill Hedden
Subject: NNC Bears Ears legislation

Bill,

Let me know if you have any questions. I've attached the two page NCA Proposal
background paper because the council made amendments on the floor to add some of
the language in this two pager into the supporting legislation. The final copy of the
legislation should be done by early next week.

Natasha K. Hale (Johnson)

Native America Program Manager
Grand Canyon Trust

2601 North Fort Valley Road

Flagstaff, AZ 86001
Office: (928) 774-7488

Fax: (928) 774-7570

The mission of the Grand Canyon Trust is to protect and restore the Colorado Plateau —
its spectacular landscapes, flowing rivers, clean air, diversity of plants and animals, and

areas of beauty and solitude.

www.arandcanyontrust.org

Stephenne Harding

Deputy Director

Congressional and Legislative Affairs
Department of the Interior
Stephenne_Harding@ios.doi.gov
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202-208-6174 (desk)
202-341-8080 (cell)
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LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY SHEET
Tracking No. _ D0 —\S

DATE: February 20,2015

TITLE OF RESOLUTION: PROPOSED STANDING COMMITTEE RESOLUTION, AN
ACTION RELATING TO THE RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE AND
THE NAABIK'iYAI’ COMMITTEE; SUPPORTING THE UTAH DINE BIKEYAH
CONSERVATION PROPOSAL FOR THE FEDERAL DESIGNATION OF BEAR’S EARS
NATIONAL CONSERVATION AREA/NATIONAL MONUMENT IN SAN JUAN COUNTY,
UTAH, TO PROTECT NATIVE RIGHTS AND INTERESTS ON FEDERAL LANDS FOR

FUTURE GENERATIONS

PURPOSE: The purpose of the resolution is to support the Utah Diné Bikeyah conservation
proposal for the federal designation of some 1.9 million acres of land in San Juan County, Utah,
as the Bear’s Ears National Conservation Area/National Monument and wilderness to forever
protect federal lands for their cultural, natural, scenic and archaeological values. The Bear’s
Ears region is the ancestral home of the Diné and many other Southwestern Native American
Tribes and includes the birthplace of Navajo Headman Manuelito and is world renowned for its
integrity and abundance of archaeological sites. This legislation seeks a collaborative
management role for the Navajo Nation and other Tribal governments to ensure that traditional
stewardship practices, wisdom, and cultural activities are elevated in the future management of
this cultural landscape. Utah Navajo communities have been involved in developing and
advancing the proposal to protect an area they depend upon for food, medicine, firewood and

their spiritual well-being.

This written summary does not address recommended amendments as may be provided by
the standing committees. The Office of Legislative Counsel requests each Council Delegate

to review each proposed resolution in detail.

15-240-1
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|
10 TRACKING NO. _ogn\w~\S
1 AN ACTION
12 RELATING TO THE RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE AND THE
13 NAABIK’fYAI’ COMMITTEE; SUPPORTING THE UTAH DINE BIKEYAH
14 CONSERVATION PROPOSAL FOR THE FEDERAL DESIGNATION OF BEAR’S
15 EARS NATIONAL CONSERVATION AREA/NATIONAL MONUMENT IN SAN
16 JUAN COUNTY, UTAH, TO PROTECT NATIVE RIGHTS AND INTERESTS ON
17 FEDERAL LANDS FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS
18
1  WHEREAS
20
21 1. The Navajo Nation Council is the governing body of the Navajo Nation. 2
22 N.N.C. §102(A). All powers not delegated are reserved to the Navajo Nation
23 Council. 2 N.N.C. §102(B). The Navajo Nation Council shall supervise all
24 powers delegated. 2 N.N.C. §102(C).
25 2. The Naabik’iyati’ Committee is one of five standing committees of the Navajo
26 Nation Council and is comprised of all twenty-four members of the Navajo
27 Nation Council. The Committee is authorized to assist and coordinate all requests
28 for information, appearances and testimony relating to proposed county, state and
29 federal legislation impacting the Navajo Nation. 2 N.N.C. §§ 180 and 701(A)(6).
30
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3. The Navajo Nation includes communities in San Juan County, Utah; these
communities depend on federal lands and resources within San Juan County,
Utah; a copy of a Memorandum of Understanding between the Utah Dine
Bikeyah, A Utah Non-Profit Corporation and the Navajo Nation Division of
Natural Resources is attached as Exhibit B; and

4. The Navajo Nation members occupy a special status as both U.S. citizens and
members of the Navajo Nation whose ancestral lands encompass all of San Juan
County; and

5. Bear’s Ears area within San Juan County, Utah, is part of the proposed National
Conservation Area/National Monument to consist of 1.9 million acres and would
include additional Wilderness units within and outside of its boundary. This
region is the ancestral home of many Southwestern Native American Tribes,
including the Navajo, Hopi, Zuni, Acoma, Zia, and Jemez Pueblos along with the
Ute Mountain, Southern, and Uintah Quray Utes, the San Juan, Kaijbab, and Utah
Paiute Tribes and the Jicarilla Apache Tribes which assert their affiliation,
occupation and enduring use of these lands. The Bear’s Ears region is aiso the
birthplace of Navajo Headman Manuelito; and

6. The proposed National Conservation Area/National Monument is bordered on the
west by the Colorado River and on the south by the San Juan River and the
Navajo Nation; the proposed National Conservation Area/National Monument is
characterized by prodigious topographic diversity and striking landforms
containing intricately rich ecological systems; the Navajo and other Tribes depend
upon the land within the proposed National Conservation Area/National
Monument to sustain their traditional livelihoods and cultural practices. Cedar
Mesa, the proposed National Conservation Area/National Monument’s
centerpiece, offers sprawling vistas of Comb and Butler Washes, and extends
beyond to Moki, Red, Dark, Grand Gulch, and White canyons that each support
verdant ribbons of riparian habitat. Desert bighorn sheep grace the lower desert
lands while the 11,000 foot Abajo Mountains host forests of ponderosa pine,
spruce, fir and aspen, providing a home to mule deer, elk, black bear and

mountain lion, sacred icons of the mesa’s original peoples. Paramount for the

Page 2 of § 15-240-1
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Navajo, the majority of the regions inhabitants, is the proper management of the
proposed National Conservation Area/National Monument’s native plants and
wildlife that are food, shelter and medicine and its cultural sites that are central to
their spiritual practices; and

7. This region contains unsurpassed cultural and paleontological resources; the
proposed National Conservation Area/National Monument is world renowned for -
the integrity and abundance of its archaeological resources. Six cultural special
management areas are within the proposed National Conservation Area/National
Monument boundaries: Alkali Ridge National Historic Landmark, the Hole-in-
the-Rock Historical Trail and the Grand Gulch, Big Westwater Ruin, Dance Hall
Rock, Sand Island Petroglyph Panel, the Newspaper Rock Petroglyph Panel, and
the Butler Wash Archaeological District National Register site. Also occurring in
the proposed National Conservation Area/National Monument’s 19 distinct
geologic units are scientifically significant vertebrate and non-vertebrate
paleontological resources that are particularly abundant in the Cedar Mountain,
Burro Canyon, Morrison, and Chinle Formations; and

8. The proposed National Conservation Area/National Monument has been inhabited
for more than 12,000 years by multiple indigenous cultures, which crossed, and
built civilizations on these lands. At the Lime Ridge Clovis site is evidence of
Paleoindian occupation and the archaeological record indicates widespread use
between 6000 B.C. and A.D. 100 by Archaic Peoples. Possessing numerous
Archaic Period sites of varying size and complexity are Cedar Mesa, Elk Ridge,
and Montezuma Canyon. While other notable sites include Alkali Ridge,
Cowboy Cave, Old Man Cave, and Dust Devil Cave. The heaviest occupation of
the proposed National Conservation Area/National Monument lands was perhaps
by the Formative Period Peoples (AD 100-AD 1300) who left very large numbers
of archaeological sites ranging from small lithic scatters to large highly complex
village sites; and

9. The proposed National Conservation Area/National Monument includes Bureau
of Land Management Wilderness Study Areas and lands with Wilderness

Characteristics and U.S. Forest Service Roadless Areas. Vast, remote desert
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mesas cut by sheer walled serpentine canyons provide unparalleled solitude and
scenic quality that is comparable to or exceeds those found in nearby national
parks and monuments, such as Canyonlands, Arches, Grand Staircase, Natural
Bridges, Hovenweep, and Mesa Verde; and

10. Priority Management values to protect within the proposed National Conservation
Area/National Monument are: archaeological, wildlife, natural and scenic
resources. An essential aspect of the proposed National Conservation
Area/National Monument’s management is to better protect these resources and to
ensure their ongoing and sustainable use; and

11. Native Americans have unique and important cultural and historical ties to the
land, its wildlife and other natural resources; and the Navajo people have
traditional ties to this particular landscape for hunting, medicinal herbs, food
gathering, firewood gathering and the grazing of livestock; and

12. Native Americans have shown quality and excellence in managing lands and
natural resources to protect the cultural integrity of the homeland of Native
peoples; and

13. These areas are under constant threat of cultural vandalism, looting of Native
cultural sites, indiscriminate off road vehicle use that damages areas sacred to
Native peoples, energy development footprints that negatively impact lands of
historic and cultural importance, and general degradation of wildlife and plant
habitats of importance to Native traditional practices; and

14. To prevent this rapid destruction of lands in the San Juan County region important
to Native peoples, formal protection as a national conservation area or national
monument is required; and

15. Formal protection of the area as a National Conservation Area/National
Monument will provide important consiétency and quality to management of
these lands, and define principles of management that will positively affect Native
values on these lands in the following ways:
A. Protection will be permanent, part of a national system of protected lands that

carry strong and clear legal definitions of the primacy of conservation of

Page 4 of 5 15-240-1
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cultural, historical and ecological values that define Native connections to
these lands.

B. Protection as a national conservation area or national monument creates
important opportunities for Native American co-management of these
resources and increased funding for protection with an emphasis on
conservation and preservation of the region’s cultural and natural resources.

C. Protection should be at the largest landscape level possible, providing
connectivity of wildlife and plant habitats, ecological integrity of the region
and be comprehensive in its protection of Native sacred sites, which cannot be
considered out of the context of the larger landscape.

D. Protection of the region as a national conservation area or national monument
will be a top priority for concerned federal agencies, with public involvement
and prioritization of staffing, resources and cooperation with Native peoples.

16. It is in the best interest of the Navajo Nation to support the federal designation of

1.9 million acres in San Juan County, Utah, as the Bear’s Ears National

Conservation Area/National Monument. Resolutions in support of the federal

designation are attached as Exhibit A.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL’S

NAABIK’AYATI’ COMMITTEE extends its support for:

1. Designation of the 1.9 million acres in San Juan County, Utah, as the Bear’s Ears
National Conservation Area/National Monument.

2. Designation of identified roadless areas as wilderness under the Wilderness Act.

3. Establishment of Collaborative Management Agreement(s) between the Navajo
Nation, other Tribes and the federal government to improve management and

elevate the Native American voice in the long-term sustainable management of

the region.
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EXHIBIT
Congress of the United Stateg g A
I@I&laﬁhinmnn. B 20515
February 4, 2015

Dear Public Lands Initiative Participants,

The Utah Public Lands Initiative (PLI) has transformed the way local communities confront federal land
management issues in Utah, February 15 will mark the three-year anniversary of this multi-county,
grassroots planning process. The goal then was to bring lend-use certainty, economic development, land
conservation, and enhanced land management models to eastern Utah counties. We're pleased to report
that our goals are still very much attainable and we are on track to move forward in the near future.

A coalition of counties, tribal leaders, and over 120 different interest groups has crafted more than 60
detailed proposals outlining each group’s desired land-management outcomes. Our offices have hosted
nearly 1,000 meetings, driven over 50,000 miles, and spent countless hours digesting maps, bill language,
and broad-ranging policy proposals. Our county partners have also led local working groups, lands
councils, and public meetings to assist their efforts in identifying areas and policies that merit
consideration in PLL :

The next step in the process will involve the release of a map and a legislative proposal. The draft map
and proposal will be crafied by our offices and released to the public on March 27, 2015, The draft map
and proposal will include areas and policy provisions that have been discussed over the past three years.
The draft will attempt to incorporate the ideas and recommendations of the various participating entities
including counties, tribes, the State of Utah, conservation organizations, SITLA, and others interest

groups.

Qur offices will give deference to local zones of agreement and consensus where they exist. In areas
where consensus has not been reached, our offices will do our best to minimize local impacts. We
recognize that some groups may oppose the draft proposal and while we welcome comments and the
opportunity to address these concerns, we realize it's impossible to achieve 100% consensus.

Thank you for your participation in PLI. Virtually all local officials, interest group leaders, and members
of the public have participated in good-faith and want to see PLI succeed. We would not be on the cusp
of & paradigm shift of this magnitude without each of these people and their efforts. Thank you.

Rob Bishop Orrin Hatch Jason Chaffetz

Member of Congress U.S. Senator Member

Mike Lee Chris Stewart Mia Love

U.S. Senator Member of Congress Member of Congress
FHITED QN RECYCLED FARER
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et
Herman G. Honanie
CHAIRMAN

Alfred Lomahquahu Jr.

LOPI TRIBE i

September 30,2014

President Barack Obama
The White House.

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW

Washington, D.C.

Senator Orin Hatch Senator Mike Lee

104 Hart Senate Offite Building 316 Hart Senate Office Building ' i
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Congressman Rob Bishop Congressnﬂaﬁ Jason Chaffetz

123 Cannon Building: 2464 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Congressman Jim Matheson Congressman Chris Stewart

2211 Rayburn House Office Building 323 Cannon House Office Building

Whashington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. President, Senators and Congressmen,

On behalf of Hopi people, Hopisenom, 1 have the honor of providing the Hopi Tribe's support for the
designation of the greater Cedar Mesa area including Alkali Ridge and Montezuma Canyon in
southeastern Utah as a National Conservation Area or National Monument. : :

Pursuant to the enclosed Hopi Tribal Council Resolution H-70-94, the Hopi Tribe claims cultural
affiliation to ancestral puebloan cultural groups in the greater Cedar Mesa area. The Hopi Cultural
Preservation Office supports the identification and avoidance of prehistoric archaealogical sites and
Traditional Cultural Properties, and we consider the prehistoric archaeological sites of our ancestors to be
“footprints™ and Traditional Cultural Properties. Therefore, we appreciate your solicitation of our input

and your efforts to address our concems.

Hopi migration is intimately associated with a sacred Covenant between the H opi people and Maasaw,
the Earth Guardian, in which the Hopi people made a solemn promise to protect the Jand by serving as
stewards of the Earth. In accordance with this Covenant, ancestral Hopi clans

F.0. Box 123 KvKoTsh00074272-BLM-BATCH013-DOC0081-REC-20240 Page 8 of 43



FOR COMMITTEE USE ONLY

traveled through and settled on the lands in and around southeastern Utah during their long migration to

Tuwwanasavi, the Earth Center on the Hopi Mesas,

land as proof that the Hopi people have fulfilled their Covenant. The Hopi ancestors buried in the area
i intimately associated with the clouds that trave| out acrpss the

countryside to release the moisture that sustains ajl life.

hysi t idi eographical conceprion of history
and religion that connects the past, present'and fiture, These lands are part of our ancestral lands. Hopi

the Hopi Tribe and other tribes culturally associated 10 the area to develop proposals that will enharice the
protection of cultural ag dscapes and the sites within them in San Jyag County.

Should you have any questions or need additiona] information, please contact Leigh Kuwauwisiwma,
Director, Hopi Cul Preservation Office at Ihlmnwisimn;l@]_:opi.nsn.us or 928-734-3611. Thank

again you for your consideration,

Respec ily,
f?ér\:-'_\. E ﬁéﬂ>"

Herman G. Hon e, Chairman
THE HOPIT

43
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-°“"T‘" Ve, Alex Bitsinnie
Presidenst
Jt_lmie R. Holgate
RESOLUTION OF THE Vicerhesizian
9| NAVAJO MOUNTAIN CHAPTER Ella Jean Badoni
gLy #”# OF THE NAVAJO NATION Secretary(Treasurer

“£1, arzonh
Lucille S. Krause

o Grazing Committee
RESOULUTION NO: N_M_(ML} Member

Jonsathan Nez
Council Delegate

SUPPORTING THE EFFORTS OF UTAH DINE’ BIKE’ YAH, INC PURSUANT TO
PROPOSED LAND DESIGNATION FOR A NATIONAL MONUMENT AND/OR NATIONAL
CONSERVATION AREA WITHIN THE SOUTH EASTERN STATE OF UTAH AND IN SAN

JUAN COUNTY OF THE STATE OF UTAH.

WHEREAS:

1. The Navajo Mountain Chapter is recognized as local gavernment body of the Navdjo' 1
Nation Government pursuant to 2.N.N.C., Section 4004; and vested with the authonfy to
discuss all matters affecting the Navajo people and its nation; furthermore, pursoant to-2 i
N.N.C., Section 4028, (a) the local Navajo chapter is authorized to made recommiend o
appropriate entities to the Navajo Nation and other local agencies for appropriate relief or .
actions of the matters impacting; and Irqzin -

The Navajo people of Navajo Mountain, Utah are apart of the San Juan County, rqsxdepts_
just as their forefathers did for generations before them and according to the Federal laws. ...
they have unique political recognition whereby they are citizen of the NavaJo Nanon,
San Juan County, the State of Utah and the United States America; and LB By

[

o m g
1

3. By virtue of the Civil Rights Act, these Navajo people have the same and' equal nghts ai‘»
other ethnic groups throughout the United States; therefore, their interest in the public
land (Bureau of Land Management) is perpetual and dating back long before the
discovery; and

4. Furthermore, the area of interest and proposed for land designation reﬂects a very h;gh
interest for the Native American people throughout the Coloradq | PIatcau, mo:q _
specifically, the Navajo people have traditional ties to this partlcular landscape fpr
hunung, medicinal herbs and organic food gathering areas plus firewood gathenng and
grazing of livestock before Columbus sat foot on this continent and even before of the
Treaty of 1886, between the Navajo people’s Headmen and the Federal Government,

LA Py

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: : AT R,
The Navajo Mountain Chapter hcreby supports the efforts of Utah Dine’ Bike’ yah Inc pu:suant

to proposed land designation for a national monument and/or national con§ervation area within
the south eastern State of Utah and in San Juan County of the State of Utah.

Navajo Mouatain Chapter, PO Box 10070, Tonalea, AZ 86044 phone (928) 672-2915/16; ax (928) 672-2917
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CERTIFICATION

1, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was considered at a duly called chapter meeting at
Navajo Mountain Chapter at Navajo Mountain, Navajo Nation (Utah) at which.a quorum was
present and the same was passed by a vote of 25 in favor, CO opposed and O

abstained on this 2| day of May, 2014.

Motion: M%Mﬁbﬂlff Second: @Mx&ﬁ;&a&
o Ao __ Py
Ella J. Badont, Secretary /Treasurer

Alex Bitsinnie, President

J am;é 'Holg(te, Vice- President

phone (928) 672-2915/16; fax (928) 672-2917

Navajo Mountain Chapter, PO Box 10070, Tonalea, AZ 86044
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Covernoi F. Ml Torres, Chanman

Grnetnal Atfen Quetatvki, Vice Chanman

Copernon Tory Aguily, Secratan RESOLUTION

i ALL PUEBLO COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS
RESOLUTION NO. APCG 2014-17

Support for the Protection of Cultural Resources and Sacred Sites on Public Lands in
| the Greater Cedar Mesa region

WHEREAS, the All Pueblo Council of Governors (“APCG”) is comprised of the
Pueblos of Acoma, Cochiti, Isleta, Jemez, Laguna, Nambe, Ohkay Owingeh, Picuris, Pojoaque,
AR San Felipe, San Ildefonso, Sandia, Santa Ana, Santa Clara, Santo Domingo, Taos, Tesuque, Zia

and Zuni, and one pueblo in Texas, Ysleta del Sur, each having the sovereign authority to

govern their own affairs;

feavider

Nanbe

WHEREAS, the purpose of the All Pueblo Council of Governors is to advocate, foster,
'_ml " [ protect, and encourage the social, cultural & traditional well-being of the Pueblo Nations; and
AR R
e WHEREAS, through their inherent & sovereign rights, the All Pueblo Council of
i Governors will promote the language, health, economic, and educational advancement of all

Pueblo people; and

WHEREAS, each APCG member is a federally recognized Pueblo Ndtion ‘within the
i United States with the sovereign right to protect its traditional cultural properties and sacred
sites, whether or not they are located within each pueblo’s current exterior boundaries; and

WHEREAS, the protection of the traditional cultural properties and sacred sites of

Fadinne
Pueblo people is paramount to each pueblo’s cultural preservation now and into the future; and

Lap

T WHEREAS, the greater Cedar Mesa region is located in southeast Utah and includes
) the Montezuma Canyon, the Indian Creek Corridor and Beef Basin; and
A WHEREAS, the greater Cedar Mesa region includes hundreds of thousands of sites of
N vital importance to the pueblo peoples’ identity and history, including villages, shrines, burials,
N rock paintings and etchings, ancestral dwellings, and ancient roads; and :

Sl WHEREAS, these ancestral sites are under constant threat of grave digging, cultural
Disabngo vandalism, looting of cultural sites, indiscriminate off-road vehicle use that damages areas
sacred to Pueblo peoples, energy development footprints that negatively impact lands of historic
and cultural importance, and general degradation of wildlife and plant habitats of importance to

traditional practices; and

Taas

Fissvestne

WHEREAS, to prevent the rapid destruction of the lands in the Greater Cedar Mesa
region, the Pueblos are seeking the formal and permanent protection mechanism, such as a
National Conservation Area or a National Monument; and

s WHEREAS, the APCG believes the Greater Cedar Mesa region needs to be a National
Conservation Area or a National Monument because it will provide important consistency and
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quality management of these lands and define standard principles of management, establish
consultation with Native Americans, and emphasize the primacy of conservation and
preservation of the region’s cultural and natural resources; and

WHEREAS, through consultation and coordination with the APCG’s member cultural
preservation offices, or designated offices, APCG seeks to exercise administrative
responsibilities to negotiate and enter into agreements with the necessary and proper entities
which will ensure protection, preservation and management of these sacred ancestral sites and

regions for the Pueblo people and its members; and

WHEREAS, while the APCG recognizes the important role of other tribes and groups
in advocating for protection of the area, APCG’s support of a designation for the greater Cedar
Mesa area should not be perceived as support for any specific proposal for the area. Discussion
of many details of management and boundaries are ongoing and the APCG intends to have an

active voice in those discussions;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the All Pueblo Council of Governors
supports the permanent, long-term protection of cultural resources and sacred sites on public
lands in the Greater Cedar Mesa region through designation such as a National Conservation

Area or a National Monument.

CERTIFICATION

We, the undersigned officials of the All Pueblo Council of Governors hereby certify that the
foregoing Resolution No. APCG 2014-17 was considered and adopted at a duly called counci]
meeting held on the 19th day of November 2014, and at which time a quorum was present and

the same was approved by a vote of {7 in favor, %é against, ‘ﬁ abstain, and
absent. =

ALL PUEBLO COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS

By: ?

Governor E. Paul Torres, APCG Chairman

ATTEST:

Governor Terry A PCG Secretary
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HUALAPAI TRIBAL COUNCIL
RESOLUTION NO. 06-2015
OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE
HUALAPAI TRIBE OF THE HUALAPAI RESERVATION
PEACH SPRINGS, ARIZONA

TITLE: Support for conservation of the Bear’s Ears region to protect cultural, historical,
and natural resources on federal lands in San Juan Couaty, UT

WHEREAS, we, the Hualapai Tribe does hereby establish and submit the following
resolution; and,

WHEREAS, the Hualapai Tribe recognizes the historic and ongoing ties to the
lands, animals, plants, resources of 5an Juan County, Utah by Native American people; and

WHEREAS, the proposed Bear’s Ears National Conservation Arca/ National Monument is
the ancestral home of many Southwestern Native American Tribes, including the Navajo, the Hopi,
Zuni, Acoma, Zia, and Jemez Pueblos along with the Ute Mountain, Southern, and Uintah @uray
Utes, the San Juan, Kaibab, and Utah Paiute Tribes and the White Mountain and Jicarilla Apache
Tribes, all of whom assert their affiliation, occupation and enduring use of these Conservation Area/
Monument lands; and

WHEREAS, the proposed National Conservation Area/ National Monument is
bordered on the west by the Colorado River and on the south by the San Juan River and Navajo !
Nation reservation, the Conservation Area/ Monument is characterized by ptodigious topogmphic
diversity and striking landforms. Containing an intricately rich ecological system, the Navajo and
other Tribes depend upon the proposed Conservation Area/ Moniument to sustain their traditional
livelihoods and cultural practices. Cedar Mesa, the Conservation Area/ Monument’s centerpiece
offers sprawling vistas while Comb and Butler Washes, as well as Moki, Red, Dark, Grand Guich,
and White canyons support verdant ribbons of dparian habitat. Desert Bighom Sheep grace the
lower desert lands while the 11,000 foot Abajo Mountains host forests of Ponderosa Pine, Spruce,
Fir and Aspen, providing a home to Mule Deer, Elk, Black Bear and Mountain Lion, sacred icons of
the mesa’s original peoples. Paramount for the Navajo, the majority of the regions current
inhabitants, is the proper management of the proposed Conservation Area/ Monument’s native
plants and wildlife that are food, shelter and medicine and its cultural sites that are central to their

spiritual practices.

WHEREAS, the proposed National Conservation Atea/ Monument includes towering
cliffs and mesas bisected by sheer canyons, which expose sedimentary layers revealing 2 geologic
history stretching back to when a sea covered this landscape. Containing unsurpassed cultuzal and
paleontological resources, the proposed Conservaton Area/ Monument is world rénowned for the
integrity and zbundance of its archaeological resources. Six cultural special management areas are
within the proposed Conservation Area/ Monument boundaries: Alkali Ridge National Historc
Landmark, the Hole-in-the-Rock Historical Trail and the Grand Gulch, Big Westwatet Ruin, Dance
Hall Rock, Sand Island Petroglyph Panel, the Newspaper Rock Petroglyph Panel, and the Butler
Wash Archaeological Diswict National Register site. Also occurring in the proposed Conservaton
Area/ Monument’s 19 distinct geologic units are scientifically significant vertebrate and non-
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vertebrate paleontological resources that are particulady abundant in the Cedar Mouatain, Burro
Canyon, Morrison, and Chinle Formatons.

WHEREAS, the proposed National Conservation Area/ National Monument has been
inhabited for greater than 12,000 years by multiple indigenous cultures, who utlized, traveled
through, and built civikzations on these lands. At the Lime Ridge Clovis site is evidence of
Paleoindian occupation and the archaeological record indicates widespread use between 6000 B.C.
and A.D. 100 by Archaic Peoples. Possessing numerous Archaic Perdod sites of varying size and
complexity are Cedar Mesa, Elk Ridge, and Montezuma Canyon. Other notable sites include Alkali
Ridge, Cowboy Cave, Old Man Cave, and Dust Devil Cave. Perhaps the most intensive occupation
of the proposed Conservation Area/ Monument lands was dudag the tdme that archacologists have
called the Formative Period (AD 100 — AD 1300), which resulted in very large numbers of
archaeological sites ranging from small lithic scatters to large, highly complex village sites. The
region continued to be occupied and utilized by the ancestors of present-day Sonthern Paiute, Ute,
Navajo, Apache, and vadous Puebloan cultures for many centusies, up until modem times.

WHEREAS, the proposed Bear’s Ears Conservation Area/ National Monument is
comprised of primanly Bureau of Land Management Wildemess Study Areas and lands with
Wilderness Charactenstics and U.S. Forest Service Roadless Areas. Vast, remote desert mesas cut by
sheer walled serpentine canyons provide unparalleled solitude and scenic quality that is compatable
to or exceeds those found in nearby national parks and monuments, such as Canyonlands, Arches,
Grand Staircase, Natural Bridges, Hovenweep, and Mesa Verde.

WHEREAS, priority management values to protect within the proposed Conservation
Area/ Monument are: cultural, archaeological, wildlife, and natural & scenic resources. An essential
aspect of the proposed Conservation Area/ Monument’s management is to better protect these
resources and to ensure their ongoing and sustainable use.

WHEREAS, Native Americans have unique and important culmral and histodcal ties to
the land and its wildlife and other natural resources; and

WHEREAS, Native Americans’ copnections to the land support Native life and culture
in important, life sustaining ways, including: subsistence huating, fishing and gathering of nature’s
materials for medicinal, spiritual and other uses, preservation of tribal sacred places, and as sources
of economic development; and

WHEREAS, Native American have shown quality and excellence in managing lands
and natural resources to protect the cultural integrity of the homeland of Native peoples; and

WHEREAS, southeastern Utah includes many areas of vital importance to Native
peoples’ identity and history;

WHEREAS, these ateas are under constant threat of cultural vandalism, looting of
Native cultural sites, indiscdminate off road vehicle use that damages areas sacred to Native peoples,
energy development footprints that negatively impact lands of historic and culnural importance, and
general degradation of wildlife and plant habitats of importance to Native traditional practices;
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WHEREAS, to prevent this rapid destruction of lands in southeastern Utah is
important to Naave peoples, formal protection as a national conservation area or national
monument is required;

WHEREAS, formal protection of southeastern Utah lands as a National Conservation
Area/ Monument will provide important consistency and quality to management of these lands, and
define principles of management that will positively affect Native values on these lands in the
following ways:

o Protection will be a permanent part of a nadonal system of protected lands that carry
strong and clear legal definitions of the pritnacy of conservation of cultural, historical
and ecological values that define Native connections to these lands.

© Protection as a national conservation area or national monument creates important
opportunities for consultation of Native Ameticans and participation in management of
these resources and increased funding for the protection of these resources with an
emphasis on conservation and preservaton of the region’s cultural and patural resources.

0 Protection should be at the largest landscape level possible, providing connectivity of
wildlife and plant habitats, ecological integrity of the region and be comprehensive in its
protection of Native sacred sites, which cannot be considered out of the context of the
larger landscape.

0 Protection of lands in southeastern Urah as a national conservation area or national
monument will be a top priority for concerned federal agencies, with public involvement
and a prioritization of staffing, resources and cooperation with Native peoples.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hualapai Tribe extends its support for
the Bear’s Ears National Conservation Area or National Monument designation that reflects the will
and the values of Native peoples whose identities, histories, cultures and futures are inextricably ticd
to these lands.

CERTIFICATION
I, the undersigned as Chairwoman of the Hualapai Tribal Council hereby certify that the
Hualapai Tribal Coundil of the Hualapai Tribe is composed of nine (9) members of whom nine

{9) constituting a quorum were present at 2 Regular Council meeting held on this 9* day of
February 2015; and that the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by a vote of (9) in favor, (@)
opposed; pursuant to authonty of Arricle V, Section (a) of the Constitution of the Hualapai

Tribe approved March 13, 1992,
s, Bt

ggenry]. Ccégd.l{, Chairwoman
HUALAPAI TRIBAL COUNCIL

ATTEST:

c@%ﬂbﬁm’/

dc]me Crozer, Ass:af} Secretary
HUALATPAI TRIBAL COUNCIL
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-t

The Legislative Branch

The Navajo Nation N, LoRenzo Bates
:,‘." Pro tom Speuker of the Navajo Nation Council
RESOLUTION OF THE
NAVAJO UTAH COMMISSION
OF THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL
NUCAUG-616-14
PORTIN ERVATI DESIGNATION TO PROTE T
HISTORI AND NAT RE RCES ON FEDERAL LLANDS I'N

JUAN COUNTY, UTAH

WHEREAS, the Navajo Utah Commission is a subunit of the Navajo Nation and
hereby establish and submit the following resolution; and,

WHEREAS, the Navajo Utah Commission recognizes the historic and ongoing tes
to the lands, animals, plants, resources of San Juan County, Utah by Native American

people; and

WHEREAS, the Diné Bikéyah, tfe Pegples Sacred Land, National Conservation Atea/
Monument is the ancestral home of many additional Southwestern Native American Tribes,
including the Navajo, accompanied by the, Hopi, Zuni, Acoma, Zia, and Jemez Pueblos
glong with the Ute Mountain, Southem, and Uintah Quray Utes, the San Juan, Kaibab, and
Utah Paiute Tribes and the Jicarilla Apache Trbe, assert their affiliation, occupation and
enduring use of these Conservation Area/ Monument lands; and

WHEREAS, the National Conservation Area/ Monument is bordered on the west
by the Colorado River and on the south by the San Juan River and Navajo Nation
Reservation, the Conservation Area/ Monument is characterized by prodigious topographic
diversity and striking landforms. Containing an intricately zich ecological system, the Navajo
and other Tribes depend upon the Conservation Area/ Monument to sustain their
traditional livelihoods and cultural practices. Cedar Mesa, the Conservation Area/
Monument’s centerpiece offers sprawling vistas while Comb and Butler Washes, as well as
Mokd, Red, Dark, Grand Gulch, and White canyons support verdant ribbons of rparian
habitat. Desert Bighorn Sheep grace the lower desert lands while the 11,000 foot Abajo
Mouatains host forests of Ponderosa Pine, Spruce, Fir and Aspen, providing 2 home to
Mule Deer, Elk, Black Bear and Mountain Lion, sacred icons of the mesa’s original peoples.
Paramount for the Navajo, the majority of the regions inhabitants, is the proper
management of the Conservation Area/ Monument’s native plants and wildlife that are
food, shelter and medicine and its cultural sites that are central to their spiritual practices.

WHEREAS, the Natonal Conservation Area/ Monument includes towering cliffs
and mesas bisected by sheer canyons expose sedimentary layers revealing a geologic history
stretching back to when a sea covered this landscape. Containing unsurpassed cultural and

Navajo Utah Commission « .0, Box 570 » Montezuma Creek, Utaly B4534
Phone: 435-651-3508 » Fax: 435-651-3511
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Page 02 of 04
Resolution NUCAUG-616-14

paleontological resources; the Conservation Area/ Monument is world renowned for the
integrity and abundance of its archaeological resources. Six cultural special management
areas are within the Conservation Area/ Monument boundaries; Alkali Ridge National
Historic Landmark, the Hole-in-the-Rock Historical Trail and the Grand Gulch, Big
Westwater Ruin, Dance Hall Rock, Sand Island Petroglyph Panel, the Newspaper Rock
Petroglyph Panel, and the Buter Wash Archaeological District National Register site. Also
occurring in the Conservation Area/ Monument’s 19 distinct geologic units are scientifically
significant vertebrate and non-vertebrate paleontological resources that are particularly
abundant in the Cedar Mountain, Burro Canyon, Morison, and Chinle Formations.

WHEREAS, the National Conservation Area/ Monument has been inhabited for
greater then 12,000 years by multiple indigenous cultures, who crossed, and built civilizations
on these lands. At the Lime Ridge Clovis site is evidence of Paleoindian occupation and the
archaeological record indicates widespread use between 6000 B.C. and A.D. 100 by Archaic
Peoples. Possessing numerous Archaic Period sites of varying size and complexity are Cedar
Mesa, Elk Ridge, and Montezuma Canyon. While other notable sites include Alkali Ridge,
Cowboy Cave, Old Man Cave, and Dust Devil Cave. The heaviest occupation of the
Conservation Area/ Monument lands was pethaps by the Formative Period Peoples, (AD
100-AD 1300) who left very large numbers of archaeological sites ranging from small lithic

scatters to large highly complex village sites.

WHEREAS, the Conservation Area/ Monument is comprised of primarily Bureau
of Land Management Wilderness Study Areas and lands with Wilderness Characterstics and
U.S. Forest Service Roadless Areas, Vast, remote desert mesas cut by sheer walled serpentine
canyons provide unparalleled solitude and scenic quality that is comparable to or exceeds
those found in nearby national parks and monuments, such as Canyonlands, Arches, Grand

Staircase, Natural Bridges, Hovenweep, and Mesa Verde.

WHEREAS, priority management values to protect within the Conservation Area/
Monument are: archaeological, wildlife, natural and scenic resources. An essential aspect of
the Conservation Area/ Monument’s management is to better protect these resources and to

ensure their ongoing and sustainable use.

WHEREAS, Native Americans have unique and important cultural and historical
ties to the land and its wildlife and other natural resources; and

WHEREAS, Native Americans’ connections to the land support Native life and
culture in importaat, life sustaining ways, including: subsistence hunting, fishing and
gathering of nature’s materials for medicinal, spiritual and other uses, preservation of tribal
sacred places and as sources of economic development; and

WHEREAS, Native American shave shown quality and excellence in managing
lands and natural resources to protect the cultural integrity of the homeland of Native

peoples; and
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Page 03 of 04
Resolution NUCAUG-616-14

WHEREAS, the Greater Cedar Mesa region of southeastern Utah includes many
areas of vital importance to Native peoples’ identity and history;

WHEREAS, these areas are under constant threat of cultural vandalism, looting of
Native cultural sites, indiscriminate off road vehicle use that damages areas sacred to Native
peoples, energy development footprints that negatively impact lands of historic and cultural
importance, and general degradation of wildlife and plant habitats of importance to Native
traditional practices;

WHEREAS, to prevent this rapid destruction of lands in the Greater Cedar Mesa
region important to Native peoples, formal protection as a national conservation area or
national monument is required;

WHEREAS, formal protection of the Greater Cedar Mesa region as 2 national
conservation area/ monument will provide important consistency and quality to
management of these lands, and define principles of management that will positively affect
Native values on these lands in the following ways:

0 Protection will be permanent, part of 2 national system of protected lands that
carry strong and clear legal definitions of the primacy of conservation of cultural,
historical and ecological values that define Native connections to these lands.

0 Protection as a national conservation area or national monument creates
important opportunities for consultation of Native Americans and participation
in management of these resources and increased funding for the protection of
these resources with an emphasis on conservation and preservation of the
region’s cultural and natural resources.

0 Protection should be at the largest landscape level possible, providing
connectivity of wildlife and plant habitats, ecological integrity of the region and
be comprehensive in its protection of Native sacred sites, which cannot be
considered out of the context of the larger landscape.

0 Protection of the Greater Cedar Mesa region as a national conservation area or
national monument will be 2 top priority for concerned federal agencies, with
public involvement and a prioritization of staffing, resources and cooperation

with Native peoples.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. The Navajo Utah Commission hereby extends its support for a National
Conservation Area or National Monument designation that reflects the will and the
values of Native peoples whose identities, histories, cultures and futures are
inextricably tied to these Jands.
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Resolution NUCAUG-616-14

CERTIFICATION

We, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered by Navajo Utah
Commission at 2 duly called meeting in Tse Bonito, New Mexico at which a quorum was
present and the same was passed by a vote of Q in favor, 0 opposed, and [Jabstentions,

this 13th day of August, 2014,
< :HJ % &,ﬁ;, Chairperson

NAVAJO UTAH COMMISSION

MOTION: Hegrmean %

SECOND: “Brrende. Prown
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S,
B o RN
Aneth Chapter
N Aneth, (Navajo Nation) Utah
el 892 RESOLUTION OF
v THE ANETH CHAPTER By st
Kenneth Maryboy Bill Todachennie , Vice-Presldent
AC-AUG-10-161 Canin Thomas, Graring Commiee

THE ANETH CHAPTER MOVES TO ACCEPT AND SUPPORT THE
“UTAH NAVAJO SAN JUAN COUNTY LAND-USE LEGISLATIVE
PROPOSAL” TO PROTECT NAVAJO RIGHTS AND INTERESTS ON
FEDERAL LANDS FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

WHEREAS:

1.  Pursuant to 2 NTC Section 4002, The Aneth Chapter is a duly certified
chapter of the Navajo Nation who has the power and authority to approve
and rescind resolutions enacted thru its membership; and

Through the Established Plan of Operations, The Aneth Chapter delegates.
the authority to the Elected Chapter Officers to enact plans that are in the
best interest of the community; and _

)

3. The Aneth Chapter has the authority to act on behalf of its community to
recommend, support, and approve community related projects; and

4.  The Aneth Chapter has accept to support the announcement made by Utah
State Senator, Bob Bennett on March 23rd, 2010, of the intention to pursve
the creation of a Congressional Land-Use Bill that will likely result in the
designation of wilderness, boundary and management changes to National
Parks and Monuments and the zoning of different regions of the county for
protection and development; and

5. Senator Bennett’s office has requested information from the Utah Navajo
related to land use, natural resource use, and motorized access needs of the
Utah Navajo community members; and

6.  The Utah Navajo are in the process of creating a land plan to inform this
and future land management processes in which the Tribe holds interests;

and

7. The Aneth Chapter accepts and approves this request, which was presented
before the Aneth Chapter Membership in which a legal quorum was
present.

P.O. Box 430 * Montezuma Creek, Utah 84534 « Telephone (435) 651-3525 » Fax (435) 651-356D
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PAGE TWO OF ANETH CHAPTER RESOLUTION NUMBER: AC-AUG-10-161

THE ANETH CHAPTER MOVES TO ACCEPT AND SUPPORT THE

“UTAH NAVAJO SAN JUAN COUNTY LAND-USE LEGISLATIVE

PROPOSAL” TO PROTECT NAVAJO RIGHTS AND INTERESTS ON

FEDERAL LANDS FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT;

1.

The Aneth Chapter accepts and supports the “Utah Navajo Land-Use
Proposal” submitted to Senator Bennett’s Office on August 18, 2010.

The Aneth Chapter supports the designation of a special management area
(such as a National Conservation Area) in which the Navajo people’s
interests in these landscapes are acknowledged and co-management, shared
decision-making, and revenpe sharing are explored.

The Aneth Chapter supports the designation of current road less areas in San
Juan County, Utah as wildemess.

The Aneth Chapter community members will identify motorized access
routes to ensure that routes currently used to access ceremonial, hunting,
gathering, and firewood collecting sites are not disrupted by wildemess
designation.

CERTIFICATION

We hereby certify that this forgoing resolution was duly considered by the
Aneth Chapter Membership at a duly called meeting at which a quorum was
Present and that an approval was passed with a vote of 26 in Favor, 30pposed
And 2 Abstained this 17 ** Day, the Month of August, in the year 2010.

Motioned by: Mr. Davis Filfred
Seconded by: Mr. Robert Whitehorse

LCELL POl

J ?‘QBﬂlie, Aneth Chapter President Bill Todachennie, Aneth Chapter Vice-President

-

= Cl .55

wn, Aneth Chapter Secretary/Treasurer Davis Filfrgd, Council Delegate
Kenneth}z’fam]:og, Council Delg
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RESOLUTION OF THE OLIJATO CHAPTER

SUPPORTING THE “UTAH NAVAJO SAN JUAN COUNTY LAND-USE
LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL” TO PROTECT NAVAJO RIGHTS AND INTERESTS ON
FEDERAL LANDS FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.

WHEREAS

1. OLIJATO CHAPTER is officially recognized and certified as a political unit of the Navajo
Tribal Government pursuant to Navajo Tribe Councit Resolution No. CJ-20-55; and

2. OLIJATO CHAPTER includes community members that live in San Juan County and
depend on its federal lands and resources; and

3 OLIJATO CHAPTER community members occupy a special status as both U.S. citizens and
members of the Navajo Nation whose ancestral lands encompass all of San Juan County; and

4. On March 23, 2010, Utah Senator Bob Bennett announced the intention to pursue the
creation of a Congressional land-use bill that will likely result in the designation of wildemness,
boundary and management changes to National Parks and monuments, and the zoning of different
regions of the county for protection and development; and

5. Senator Bennett’s office has requested information from the Utah NMavajo related to land use,
natural resource use, and motorized access needs of the Utah Navajo community members; and

6. The Utah Navajo are in the process of creating a land plan to inform this and future land
management processes in which the Tribe holds interests.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the official position of the OLIJATO CHAPTER, regarding
the creation of San Juan County Land-Use Legislation is as follows:

1. The OLIJATO CHAPTER supports the “Utah Navajo Land-Use Proposai™ submitted to
Senator Bennett’s office on 2010. :

2. The OLIJATO CHAPTER supports the designation of a special management area (such as a
National Conservation Area) in which the Navajo people’s interests in these landscapes are
acknowledged and co-management, shared decision-making, and revenue sharing are explored.

3. The OLIJATO CHAPTER supports the designation of current roadless areas in San Juan
Ceunty as wildemness.

4, OLUATO CHAPTER community members are in the process of identifying motorized
access routes to ensure that routes currently used to access ceremonisl, hunting, gathering, and
firewood collecting sites are not disrupted by wilderness designation.
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* NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. Oljato Chapter endorses the preparation of a “Short-Term Water System Improvements Project PER (PER Project)
with accompanying Environmental investigation to support the funding and design of water system improvements;
and

2. Oljato Chapter recommends that the PER Project be performed as an extension of Navajo Utah Chapters Regional
Water Plan Study with San Juan County, Utah continuing to serve as contract administrator; and

3. The Oljato Chapter requests the use of the Navajo Revitalization Funds chapter allocation to fund the PER Project.

CERTIFCATION

We hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was considered at a duly called meeting at Oljato Chapter,
Navajo Nation, at which a quorum was present ant that the same was passed by a vote of __ 577 in favor,

d opposed, and __ () _abstained, this_§ * day of August, 2010.

Motioned By: ﬂ ar / /’ﬁ) /t‘;{ézt('f Seconded By: %}’l/ C :Z/?J!’/ Wz

NAME, President

%/ Gtz ny OFin
(T2t — Gt piop

Page 2 of 2 (Vacant) Herman Daniels, Sr.
Revitalization Fund Resolution Community Service Coordinator Council Delegates
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RED MESA CHAPTER
Red Mesa, Navajo Nation, Utah

Resolution RM- O1{-08-49-{0

RESOLUTION OF THE RED MESA CHAPTER
SUPPORTING THE “UTAH NAVAJO SAN JUAN COUNTY LAND-USE LEGISLATIVE
PROPOSAL” TO PROTECT NAVAJO RIGHTS AND INTERESTS ON FEDERAL LANDS FOR
FUTURE GENERATIONS.

WHEREAS:

1. RED MESA CHAPTER is officially recognized and certified as a political unit of the Navajo Tribal
Government pursuant to Navajo Tribe Council Resolution No. CJ-20-55; and

2. RED MESA CHAPTER includes community members that live in San Juan County and depend on
its federal lands and resources; and

3. RED MESA CHAPTER community members oécupy a special status as both U.S, citizens and
members of the Navajo Nation whose ancestral lands encompass all of San Juan County; and

4, On March 23", 2010, Utah Senator Bob Bennett announced the intention to pursue the creation of a
Congressional land-use bill that will likely result in the designation of wildemess, boundary and
management changes to National Parks and monuments, and the zoning of different regions of the county for
protection and development; and

5. Senator Bennelt’s office has requested information from the Utah Navajo related to land use, natural
resource use, and motorized access needs of the Utah Navajo community members; and

6. The Utah Navajo are in the procesé of creating a [and plan to inform this and future land
management processes in which the Tribe holds interests,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the official position of the RED MESA CHAPTER, regarding the
creation of San Juan County Land-Use Legislation is as follows:

1. The RED MESA CHAPTER supports the “Utah Navajo Land-Use Proposal” submitted to Senator
Bennett’s office on 2010.

2. The RED MESA CHAPTER supports the designation of a special management area (such as a
National Consesvation Area} in which the Navajo people’s interests in these landscapes are acknowledged
and co-management, shared decision-making, and revenue sharing are explored.

3. The RED MESA CHAPTER supports the designation of current roadless areas in San Juan County
as wilderness.

4, RED MESA CHAPTER community members are in the process of identifying motorized access
routes to epsure that routes currently used to access ceremonial, hunting, gathering, and firewood collecting
sites are not disrupted by wildemess designation.
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We hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered by the RED MESA CHAPTER ata duly
called Regular meeting at Red Mesa Chapter, NAVAJO NATION, Utah, at which a quorum was present
and that the same was passed by a vote of 3 l in favor, (YY) opposed, and (¥ 2 abstained, this 9th day of

August, 2010,

tioned by: ./(/ZI’- Qﬁh’l bﬂ@ Seconded by: /('(8 (l%l’ifl& (24
LN = —

/
He'ssarr Farley, Presidfnt “Kenneth Maryboy, Council Delt;ga\
- i _3

Davis Filfted, Council Delegate

Marlerié Dee-Ben, Secretary/Treasurer
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P 0 Box 106 Teec Nos Pos, Artzona, Navajo Nation 85514 # TNPCH qz, o ’d

Highway 160 BIA Schoof Aicad #5114 Chapter Government Building
Telephone #928-656-3662  Facsimlle #928-656-3661

RESOLUTION OF THE TEEC-NOS-POS CHAPTER

SUPPORTING THE “UTAH NAVAJO SAN JUAN COUNTY LAND-USE LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL?”
TO PROTECT NAVAJO RIGHTS AND INTERESTS ON FEDERAL LANDS FOR FUTURE
GENERATIONS.

WHEREAS

1. TEEC-NOS-POS CHAPTER is officially recognized and certified as a political unit of the Navajo Tribal
Government pursuant to Navajo Tribe Council Resolution No. CJ-20-55; and

2. TEEC-NOS-POS CHAPTER includes community members that live in San Juan County and depend on
its federal lands and resources; and

3. TEEC-NOS-POS CHAPTER community members occupy a special status as both U.S. citizens and
members of the Navajo Nation whose ancestral lands encompass all of San Juan County; and.
4, On March 23™, 2010, Utah Senator Bob Bennett announced the intention to pursue the creation of a

Congressional land-use bill that will likely result in the des:gnatlon of w:lderness, bound
management changes to National Parks and monuments, and the zoning of different regions of the county
for protection and development; and

3. Senator Bennett’s office has requested information from the Utah Navajo related to land use, natural
resource use, and motorized access needs of the Utah Navajo community members; and
6. The Utah Navajos are in the process of creating a land plan to inform this and future land managemnent

processes. in which the Tribe holds interests.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the official position of the TEEC CHAPTER, regarding the creation of San

Juan County Land-Use Legislation is as follows:

1. TEEC-NOS-POS CHAPTER supports the “Utah Navajo Land-Use Proposal” submitted to Senator
Bennett’s office on August 12, 2010,

2 TEEC-NOS-POS CHAPTER supports the designation of a special management area (such asa Natmnal
Conservation Area) in which the Navajo people’s interests in these landscapes are acknowledged and co-
management, shared decision-making, and revenue sharing are explored.

3. TEEC-NOS-POS CHAPTER supports the designation of current roadless areas in San Juan County as
wilderness,

4. TEEC-NOS-POS CHAPTER community members are in the process of identifying motorized access
routes to ensure that routes currently used to access ceremonial, hunting, gathering, and firewood co]lectmg

sites are not disrupted by wilderness designation.

CERTIFICATION
We hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered by the TEEC CHAPTER at a duly called
Regular meeting at Teec Nos Pos Chapter, NAVAJO NATION, Arizona, at which a quorum was present and that
the same was passed by a vote of in favor _£&yopposed, and _Q_L abstmned, thls _12 dayof AUGUST
2009. MOTION BY: cls . ‘

Re/ O ’.’A
| I T iy

Roy Kady, Presidenﬁ/

Francis Redhouse. Council Nelegate

H FEl ADMINISTRATION:
Roy Kady John MacDonald, Sr.  Vaerma Francisco Dale Redhouse Francis Redhouse May Howard Susie Joe

PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT  SECRETARY/TREASURER GRAZING OFFICER COUNGILDELEGATE COMMUNITY SERVICE COORDINATOR  OFFICE SPECIALIST
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~r W LT s
- Herman Daniels Jr., President . Jonathan Nez, Council Delegate
_ Albert Holiday, Vice President Benedict Daniels, Grazing Official
. LaNell Menard-Parrish, Secretary/Treasurer Peggy Abrigo, AMS
Shirles A, Bedonie, CSC Phone: 435-727-5850 Fax: 5852

Skl

SCavned 4 eurafel
whzfrd - spe

b “WHEREAS, OLJATO CHAPTER is officially recognized and certified e4 2 political unit of the Navajo Tribnl
Gdverimeiit puriuant to Navijo Teibe Council Resolution No. CJ-20-55; and :

wiil o SWHEREAS, OLJATO CHAPTER includes community membees that live in San Juan County and depend on its fedeenl
lands and reséurces; and

St WHERERAS, OLIATO CHAPTER community members occupy aspecial status as both US, citizens and members of
the Navajo Nation whose agcestral lands encompass all of San Juan Counry; and

sl L Wi sl

2 1. WHEREAS, the Diné Bikéyah, tbe Peoples Sacred Land, is a National Conservation Atea/ National Monument
proposal of 1.9 million acres in size and includes additional Wilderness units within and outside of its boundary. This
region isthe ancestral home of many Southwestemn Native American Tebes, including the Navajo, Hopi, Zuni,
Acoma, Zia, and Jemez Pucblos along with the Ute Mountain, Southen, and Uintah Ouray Utes, the San Juas,
Kaibab, and Utzh Paiute Tribes and the Jicarilla Apache Tribe, assert their affiliation, occupztion end endusing use of
these lands; and

T R
HLAJEET £t

‘1. WHEREAS, the National Conservation Ares/ Monument is bordered on the west by the Colorado River and
) ;bq south by the San Jnan River and Navajo Nation Reservation, the Conservation Area/ Monument is
charactetized by prodigious topogrephic diversity and striking landforms. Containing intricately rich ecological systems,
the Navsjo and other Tribes depend upon the Conservation Area/ Monument to sustain their traditional livelihoods
and cultural practices. Cedar Mesa, the Conservation Area/ Monument’s centerpicce offers sprawling vistas while
Comb and Butler Washes, and extends beyond to Moki, Red, Dark, Grand Gulch, and White canyons that each
suppott verdant dhbons of riparian habitat. Desert Bighorn Sheep grace the lower desest lands while the 11,000 foot
Abajo Mountzins host forests of Ponderosa Pine, Spruce, Fix and Aspen, providing . home to Mule Deer, Elk, Black
Bear and Mountaig Lion, sacred icons of the mesa’s original peoples. Paramount for the Navajo, the majority of the
regions inhabitants sre the proper management of the Conservation Area/ Monument's native plants and wildlife that

are food, shelter and medicine and its cultural sites that are ceatral to their spiritual practices.

WHEREAS, this region contains unsurpassed cultura} and paleontological resources; the Conservation Ares/
Monument is world renowned for the integrity and abundance of its archaeological resources. Six cultural special
mansgement areas are within the Conservation Arca/ Monument boundaries; Alkali Ridge National Historic
Landmark, the Hole-in-the-Rock Historical Trail and the Grand Gulch, Big Westwatee Ruin, Dance Hall Rock, Sand
Island Petroglyph Panel, the Newspaper Rock Petroglyph Panel, and the Butler Wash Archaeological District National
Register site, Also occurring in the Conservation Area/ Monumeat’s 19 distinct geologic units are scientifically

ipnificant vertebrate and non-vertebrate paleontological resources that are particularly abundant in the Cedar
Mountsin, Burro Canyon, Morrison, and Chinle Formations.
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Ysleta del Sur Pueblo

TRIBAL RESOLUTION

TC-055-13
Pertalning to National Trust for Historic
Preservation Implementation

WHEREAS, The Tribal Councll {the "Council’) of the Ysleta de! Sur Puebla (the "Pueblc”), Is
the duly constituted traditional goveming bady of the Ysleta dei Sur Pueblo
exercising all inherent governmental power, fiscal authorily, and tribal Sl ;
soverelgnly as recognized in sections 101 and 104 of the Act of August 18, 1587 + e e dedead e
{the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo Restoration Acl), 101 Stat. 666, Public Law No. 100- Vil

89 and,

WHEREAS, the Puebie has operaled from time immemorial as a Native American political
sovereign without organic or wrilien constitution, charter, or by-laws; and,

WHEREAS, the Puebio govems itself by oral iradition; and,

WHEREAS, the Council, has authorized the Govemnor or in his absence the Lieutenant
Govemnor of the Pueblo to act for the Tribe in the signing of this resolution; and,

WHEREAS, the civil and criminal law autherity of the Pueblo is vested in the Councit
consisting of the Cacique, Governor, Lt. Govemor, Aguac, ¥y Captain and four

{4} Council members, and ’

WHEREAS, The Ysleta del Sur Pue
Inctuding the 18 New M
Ancestral Puebloan group

the Hogl Lk oria, and all
- afasazi peoples and siles.

WHEREAS, ety ral af fEK Acasiral Pueblo
I groups
Ly !&_" . * R , .
WHEREAS, Pueblo ne National Trust for Historic Preservation's

ion o urafgsourse Preservation and Land Management Plan

sforts the Utah Navajo in its proposed creatlon of the

WHEREAS,
ervation Area, and its efforts to protect cultural and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Ysleta de! Sur Pueblo Tribal Council as follows:

1. Accepts that all Pueblos have a basis for claiming cultural affiliation from
all Ancestral Pueblo Sites in the San Juan Reglon. They support the
Nationa! Trust for Historic Preservation Implementations of a Cuttural
Resource Preservation and Land Management Plan in San Juan County,
UTAH: and, also supporl the UTAH Navajo's efforts to protect cultural

and bl%osica! Tesources.
ADOPTED this the day SOV b
CERTIFICATION

|, the undersigned, Govemor/LL Governor of the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo hereby
Ceriify, that the Yslela del Sur P ebl&Tﬁbai Council at a meeting convened and held on
‘ljhe.%_% lt}fray o 2013, at the Ysleta -
| Sur Pueblo approved the foregoing Resolution, a quorum being presented, and that
i voted for,__[™ opposed, and S ) abstained.
YSLETA DEL SUR PUEBLO:

"Thoy Bpen b

Tril uncil Secretary
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EXHIBIT

' B

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN
UTAH DINE BIKE'YAH, A UTAH NON-PROFIT CORPORATION,
And
THE NAVA)G NATION DIVISION OF NATURAL RESOURCES

This Memorandum of Understanding (heretnafter referred to as “the MOU or “MOU”) is entered into
pursuant o 2 NL.NLC. §§ 164(B) and 222 (A) by and Berween the Navajo Nadon Division of Natural
Resources (“Nanon” or “Navajo Nation™), duly authonzed and actng through its President, and Utah Dine
Bike’yah, a Ueah non-profit corporation (“Utah Dine Bike'yah™), duly authorized and acting through its
Executive Director. The Navajo Nation Division of Natural Resources and Utah Dine Bike’yah are
collectively referred to as “the Parties.” The Parties reduce their understandings to writing as follows:

WHEREAS, the mission of the Navajo Nation Division of Natural Resources is to manage, protect, conserve
and preserve the Navajo Naton’s nataral and cultural resources for the benefit of the Navajo People;

WHEREAS, the Navajo Naton Division of Natural Resources recognizes that Navajo anceseral lands, both
within and beyvond current Navajo Reservadon boundaries, are important to the subsistence, health, and well-

bring of the Navajo people.

WHEREAS, the Navajo Nation Division of Natural Resources recognizes the importance of maintaining the
ecological health and productivity of Navajo ancestral lands, within Navajo Indian Country as authorized by

Mavajo Nadon and Federal laws;

WHEREAS, the Navajo Nation Division of Natwral Resources recognizes the tmportance of engaging in land
planning, and land management activities, pertaining to public lJand management and designation of Navajo

ancestral lands;

WHEREAS, Utah Dine Bike’yah, as a legally recognized entity, 2 Utah non-profit corporadon engaging in
consulting services, is a respected non-profit organization dedicated to the formulation and accomplishment

of conservation straregics.

WIIEREAS, Utah Dine Bike'yah, completed state-of-the-art conscrvation asscssment and assisted in the

implementation development of these assessments through comprehensive, regional conservation strategies
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in parmership with Federa), Siate, and County governments, non-governmental organizations , and local

comimunitics,

WHEREAS, Utal Dine Bike'yah, working in partnership with the Utah Navajo, have completed a cultural
use inventory of Navajo anceswral lands on the public lands of San Juan County, Utah.

WHERLEAS, the Parties agree that a collaborative approach to land planning on Public Lands adjacent to the
Navajo Natien is mutually beneficial to ensure the best possible land management practices and land-use
restmetions favorable to the Navajo Naton on the public and Navajo ancestral lands within San Juan County,

Urah.,
THEREFORE, be it resolved that:

1.0 PURPOSE

11 The purpose of this MOU 1s to provide a foundation for collaboration
among the Parties in their collecuve efforts to develop and implement a
long rerm regional conservation strategy, land-use designations, and co-
management arrangements for the public and Navajo ancestral lands
within San Juan County, Utah. Furthermore, this foundation will also
foster greater nstitutional capacity for improved land management
activities for Navajo Nation lands bordering said public lands and

situated within the San Juan warershed.

2.0 PRINCIPLES

21 The Parues recognize and respect the jurisdiction of the Navajo Nadon

Division of Natwral Resources as the senior authonty,

ta
to

The Parties acknowledge that successful efforts to develop and
implement a long term, regional conservation strategy, land-use
designations, and<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>