
National Historic Landmark Criteria
Criterion 1: Places where nationally significant historical events occurred

Criterion 2: Places where nationally significant people lived or worked

Criterion 3: Places that represent an ideal that shaped the nation
Criterion 4: Outstanding examples of  design or construction, architecture 

or engineering

Criterion 5: Places that outstandingly characterize a way of life (Collective 
Importance)

Criterion 6: Places that yield or have the potential to yield information of 
major scientific importance



NHL Designation Process : Major Steps
Letter of Inquiry: From proponent/owner to National Park Service

Preparation of NHL nomination: Usually by owner or contractor

Landmarks Committee Meeting: Nomination presented to NHL 
Committee; the Committee votes and makes a 
recommendation

National Park System Advisory Board: Nomination presented to NPS 
Advisory Board; the Board votes and makes a 
recommendation

Secretary of the Interior: Designates National Historic Landmark



https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalhistoric
landmarks/nomination-process.htm



Government House NHL
Pago Pago American Samoa

Photo by ROY G. KLOTZ, M.D., Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported



Tinian Landing Beaches, Ushi Point & North Fields NHL
Tinian Island, Northern Mariana Islands

Photo by Elaine Jackson-Retondo, 2015



Honokohau Settlement NHL
Hawaii Island, Hawaii

Photo by Elaine Jackson-Retondo, 2010



Nan Madol NHL
Temwen Island, Pohnpei State, Micronesia

Nan Madol : Ceremonial Center of the Eastern Micronesia: East corner of Idehd
Photo by Osamu Kataoka , 2014 © Osamu Kataoka



Roi- Namur NHL
Roi-Namur Islands, Kwajalein Municipality, Marshall Islands

Photo Credit: USGS



Pelelui Battlefield NHL
Pelelui Island, Republic of Palau

Photo by Erwin  Thomas., 1993,, NPS, NHL nomination 
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