


Rosenstein Sees No Reason To Fire Special Counsel
Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein told a Senate panel on
Tuesday that he has no reason to fire special counsel Robert Mueller
amid rumors that President Donald Trump was looking to ax the
head investigator probing Russian interference in the U.S.
presidential election. Read more »

Analysis

Sessions' Privilege Maneuver May Fly With GOP Senate
Attorney General Jeff Sessions on Tuesday refused to provide
answers about his conversations with President Donald Trump on
the firing of former FBI Director James Comey by saying the
president may wish to invoke executive privilege at some point, a
move observers said could be hard to challenge given the balance of
power in the Senate. Read more »

Bar Association Urges Congress To Reject Tort Reform
Bill
The American Bar Association on Tuesday asked Congress to vote
against a tort reform bill that would impose a nationwide cap on
noneconomic damages in medical malpractice cases, saying that
such matters are better left in the hands of the states. Read more »

Tax Lawmaker Floats 5-Year Phase-In For Border Tax
Plan
The leader of the House tax-writing committee on Tuesday proposed
phasing in a controversial border adjustment plan that would exempt
exports, but not imports, from taxation to make the plan more
palatable to critics who say it would lead to higher prices on everyday
imported products. Read more »

House Rep. Floats Bill To Incentivize Broadband
Investment
Rep. Doug Collins, R-Ga., has floated a bill to encourage broadband
deployment that would create state-designated “gigabit opportunity
zones” where private investment would be incentivized, following a
plan floated by Federal Communications Commission Chairman Ajit
Pai. Read more »

Biz Groups Call For Steady Hand In NAFTA Revamp
The nation’s most influential business and trade associations
implored the White House on Monday to take a measured approach
in renegotiating the North American Free Trade Agreement and not
toss some of the agreement’s most valuable provisions overboard,
including its chapters on government procurement and intellectual
property. Read more »

Preet Bharara Vents Trump Frustrations On Twitter
Former U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara took to Twitter on Tuesday,
poking fun at President Donald Trump's "covfefe" typo in the latest of
a string of sharply critical comments the ex-prosecutor has hurled at
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the current administration and Trump's personal lawyer, Marc
Kasowitz, in recent weeks. Read more »

BANKING & SECURITIES

Delaware Embraces Blockchain To Battle 'Proxy
Plumbing'
Delaware lawmakers are poised to give mainstream status to cutting-
edge “blockchain” stock ledger systems, a move that supporters say
will offer greater security, accuracy and speed for managing
corporate shares, with fewer intermediaries between companies and
shareholders. Read more »

White House Taps Ex-Derivatives Industry Lobbyist For
CFTC
President Donald Trump on Monday formally nominated Dawn
DeBerry Stump, a government relations consultant and former top
derivatives industry lobbyist, to serve as a commissioner on the U.S.
Commodity Futures Trading Commission. Read more »

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL

EPA Enforcement Nominee Vows To Target Worst
Polluters
President Donald Trump's pick to lead the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency's enforcement office faced a grilling Tuesday at a
Senate committee hearing where she promised to team with states
and EPA staffers to tackle the nation's worst polluters. Read more »

Analysis

The Biggest Energy Rulings Of 2017: Midyear Report
While the suspension of legal challenges to several Obama-era
regulations to accommodate a rollback by President Donald Trump
certainly grabbed headlines, the first half of 2017 also saw the
affirmation of California's cap-and-trade program and the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission's enforcement authority. Here are
five significant energy-related court developments so far this year.
Read more »

EPA Proposes 2-Year Methane Emissions Rule Delay
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on Tuesday proposed
extending by two years its delay of key parts of a rule aimed at
curbing methane emissions from new and modified oil and gas
infrastructure. Read more »

Feds Ask 9th Circ. To Make Ore. Court Nix Kids’ Climate
Suit
The federal government has asked the Ninth Circuit to direct an
Oregon federal court to toss a lawsuit accusing the U.S. of failing to
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protect future generations from climate change, saying that the lower
court made a clear error in failing to dismiss the case. Read more »

Zinke Recommends Shrinking Bears Ears Monument In
Utah
Department of the Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke has recommended
that Bears Ears National Monument in Utah be reduced and “right
sized” in an interim report to the White House on the land protected
late in President Barack Obama’s term by his power under the
Antiquities Act. Read more »

Ship Owner Owes For Miss. River Oil Spill, 5th Circ.
Says
A Fifth Circuit panel on Friday backed a lower court’s finding that the
owner of a vessel that collided with another vessel on the Mississippi
River and paid for the cleanup can receive a contribution from the
owner of the other vessel, saying such relief can be granted under
the Oil Pollution Act. Read more »

HEALTH & LIFE SCIENCES

ACA Repeal Means 13M More Uninsured, Gov't Report
Says
Republican legislation repealing much of the Affordable Care Act
would leave 13 million additional Americans uninsured a decade
from now, according to a new government estimate Tuesday that
painted a somewhat rosier picture of the repeal bill. Read more »

FDA Lines Up Forum On Abuse-Deterrent Opioids
Opioid drugs with abuse-deterrent properties could be one solution to
the nation’s opioid addiction epidemic, but the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration needs more data on the products, the agency's head
said Tuesday while announcing a July public meeting on the subject.
Read more »

IP & TECHNOLOGY

Reps. Considering New Patent Venue Law Post-TC
Heartland
Members of the House Judiciary Committee said Tuesday that they
will closely monitor the impact of the U.S. Supreme Court’s TC
Heartland decision restricting where patent suits can be filed, and are
considering new legislation to better define venue rules in patent
cases. Read more »

TRANSPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTURE

35 Mayors Protest Air Traffic Control Privatization
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A group of 35 mayors from 28 states across the country said Monday
that the White House’s full-throated support of splitting off the
nation’s air traffic control operations from the Federal Aviation
Administration would threaten jobs and hurt American communities.
Read more »

EMPLOYMENT

House Passes Bill Making It Easier To Fire VA
Employees
The House of Representatives passed bipartisan legislation Tuesday
aimed at streamlining the process for firing employees at the
Department of Veterans Affairs and cracking down on misconduct at
the embattled agency. Read more »

Analysis

Courts Taking Narrow View Of ADEA, EEOC Acting
Chair Says
Ambiguities in the Age Discrimination in Employment Act have
allowed courts to narrow the law's reach at a time when the
percentage of older workers on the job is growing, making the U.S.
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission's job tougher, acting
Chair Victoria Lipnic told Law360 in an exclusive interview Tuesday.
Read more »

Ill. Should Not Keep Paying State Employees, Justices
Told
The Illinois attorney general’s office on Tuesday urged a state
appellate court to overturn a lower court ruling that has allowed
102,000 state employees to continue receiving paychecks while the
state has been without a budget for nearly two years, kicking off oral
arguments in a suit originally brought by workers to ensure they
would be paid through a budget impasse. Read more »

Chamber Of Commerce Renews Fight Over Philly Wage
Law
The Chamber of Commerce of Greater Philadelphia on Tuesday
renewed its challenge to a new city ordinance barring employers
from asking about a prospective worker’s salary history, two weeks
after its complaint was tossed by a federal judge. Read more »

PRIVACY & CONSUMER PROTECTION

Analysis

Treasury Fixes Would Gut CFPB, Consumer Advocates
Say
A Monday Treasury Department report outlining recommendations
for updating financial regulations would take a hammer to the
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau if they were enacted, and
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consumer advocates are particularly worried about removing the
bureau's ability to directly supervise companies. Read more »

Jewish Groups, Others Back Trans Bathroom Rule
Challenge
Several Jewish organizations and other groups on Tuesday backed
Virginia transgender teen Gavin Grimm's challenge of a local school
district rule requiring students to use the bathroom corresponding to
their birth sex, saying the policy is motivated by religious issues with
LGBT individuals that should not play a role in public policy. Read
more »

AEROSPACE & DEFENSE

Kasowitz May Hold Off On Leak Complaint Against
Comey
The plans for President Donald Trump’s attorney Marc Kasowitz to
file a complaint with the Department of Justice over former FBI
Director James Comey’s public release of details regarding his
conversations with the president may be pushed back until next
week, a spokesperson for the legal team confirmed on Tuesday.
Read more »

Russian Hacks Hit Election Infrastructure In 39 States
Russian efforts to interfere in the 2016 U.S. presidential election may
have extended to cyberattacks on voter databases and software
systems in 39 states, double the number previously reported,
according to media reports. Read more »

Senate Rejects Proposal To Block $500M Saudi Arms
Sale
The U.S. Senate on Tuesday narrowly rejected a measure to block a
proposed $500 million guided munitions sale to Saudi Arabia over
concerns of misuse, as senators also announced that they had come
up with a deal to impose new sanctions on Russia for its attempt to
interfere in the 2016 presidential election. Read more »

Dem Lawmaker Pushes Bill To Combat Russian
Meddling
Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash., on Tuesday said he plans to introduce
legislation calling for a comprehensive strategy to counter Russian
efforts to destabilize American democratic institutions and
international alliances. Read more »

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS

DOD Must Address Key Management Challenges, GAO
Says
The U.S. Department of Defense faces five key challenges that are
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hurting its ability to fulfill its mission, including growing cyber threats,
escalating program costs and managing its workers and business
operations, the U.S. Government Accountability Office said in a
report Tuesday. Read more »

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

US May Lose $3B In Exports Without TPP, Think Tank
Says
The U.S. could be on the hook for just over $3 billion in lost export
revenue by withdrawing from the Trans-Pacific Partnership,
according to research circulated Tuesday by a Canadian think tank,
which is attempting to gin up support for moving ahead with the
regional trade accord without the U.S. Read more »

ITC Probe Adds To Whirlpool Feud With Samsung, LG
The U.S. International Trade Commission said Tuesday that it had
initiated a rare safeguard investigation prompted by Whirlpool Corp.
into alleged harm to U.S. industry done by surging washing machine
imports from Samsung and LG Electronics Inc., in a case the ITC
called “extraordinarily complicated.” Read more »

GAO Says Customs Needs To Set Goals, Ramp Up
Hiring
The Government Accountability Office said U.S. Customs and Border
Protection needs to develop targets for evaluating its trade
enforcement efforts and a hiring plan to address its consistent failure
to meet congressionally set staffing minimums in a report released
Monday. Read more »

TAX

IRS Reissues Partnership Audit Regs In Almost
Identical Form
The Internal Revenue Service on Tuesday reissued controversial
regulations for auditing partnerships in almost identical form as those
withdrawn in January following an executive order halting new
rulemaking activities. Read more »

Temporary Tax Cuts Will Slow Economic Growth, Says
Report
The possibility of temporary tax cuts instead of comprehensive tax
reform under the Trump administration could actually result in slower
economic growth than what might be expected with no tax cuts at all,
according to a Monday report from the Tax Foundation. Read more »

Cash-Strapped States May Not Embrace Federal Tax
Reform
Budget constraints and policy preferences are some of the reasons
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states aren’t likely to mirror federal tax reform plans being peddled by
Republicans in Washington, D.C., this year, according to Deloitte tax
experts, who nevertheless warned businesses on Tuesday to
prepare for any spillover effects an overhaul would have on state tax
liability. Read more »

IMMIGRATION

Unauthorized Noncriminal Migrants Should Be
Deported: ICE
The federal government should not wait for unauthorized immigrants
to commit a crime before it moves to deport them, the acting director
of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement said Tuesday. Read
more »

Immigrants May Face Tougher Sentences Under Tenn.
Law
Tennessee’s Republican Gov. Bill Haslam signed a bill into law
permitting state judges to impose harsher sentences on defendants
residing in the U.S. illegally when they commit any criminal offense.
Read more »

NATIVE AMERICAN

Zinke Says Gov't Is Failing Tribes, Deflects Budget
Concerns
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke told a National Congress of American
Indians conference Tuesday that federal programs serving tribes
aren’t working, as NCAI officials and tribal leaders raised concerns
about funding cuts to such programs in the Trump administration’s
proposed budget. Read more »

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

DC Circ. Nixes FCC Cap On Intrastate Inmate Call Rates
The D.C. Circuit on Tuesday refused a Federal Communications
Commission move during the Obama administration to place a limit
on certain inmate calling costs, agreeing with the FCC’s new
Republican chairman that the FCC doesn’t have the authority to cap
in-state rates. Read more »

Cities Should Review Wireless Deployment, Mayor Says
The mayor of a California city has urged the Federal
Communications Commission to reconsider limits on local
government's regulatory powers within the agency’s proposed rule
for expediting 5G wireless infrastructure deployment, arguing that
they undermine elected officials’ right to review critical public policy.
Read more »
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Illinois DOT Questions FCC Infrastructure Push
The Illinois Department of Transportation has cautioned the Federal
Communications Commission in its goal of removing regulatory
barriers to wireless infrastructure at the state and local level, saying
that industry and state should both shoulder the burden of ensuring
timely permitting. Read more »

NEW JERSEY

Christie Taps 5 Attys For NJ Judgeships
New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie on Tuesday nominated five attorneys
for judicial posts in the state, including a county prosecutor for the
state Superior Court bench and a McCarter & English LLP attorney
for an administrative law judgeship. Read more »

PENNSYLVANIA

Pa. Bills Would Expand AG's Power To Charge Local
Officials
In the wake of a report detailing the limitations state prosecutors
faced in pursuing criminal charges over funds misappropriated from a
municipal incinerator project, a group of Pennsylvania lawmakers
introduced bills Monday to give the Office of Attorney General
broader authority to go after local officials. Read more »

EXPERT ANALYSIS

Restricting Rights Through Class Action Evisceration
Currently pending before the Senate Judiciary Committee, the
Fairness in Class Action Litigation Act proposes a new Rule 23 which
renders class actions often impractical. If signed into law, only the
most obvious of cases would be taken where liability is nearly certain
and damages large, says Fred Isquith of Wolf Haldenstein Adler
Freeman & Herz LLP. Read more »

An Interview With Ex-USPTO Director Todd Dickinson:
Part 2
During a recent conversation with us, Q. Todd Dickinson, former
director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, offered his
thoughts on intellectual property legislative and judicial activity in
recent years, the policies that could use improvement, and the
challenges that lie ahead for patent holders, say David Haas and
Scott Weingust of Stout Risius Ross LLC. Read more »

FCC And Congress May Reshape The Media Landscape
In the near future, actions taken by Congress and the Federal
Communications Commission are likely to pave the way for greater
media consolidation without violating the commission's media
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ownership rules. As a result, the media landscape is likely to look
different in a few years from now, say Rebekah Goodheart and
Samuel Jacobson of Jenner & Block LLP. Read more »

Trump Cybersecurity Order Makes Electric Grid A
Priority
Last month, President Donald Trump signed an executive order
requiring a comprehensive review of the federal government’s
cybersecurity risk management policies and procedures. The order is
notable for its emphasis on the electric power industry. The
comprehensive review this order requires may well trigger a
significant response at agencies regulating the electric power
industry, say attorneys with Paul Hastings LLP. Read more »

Due Diligence From The Lateral Partner’s Perspective
Lateral candidates interested in making the last — or perhaps only —
move of their career cannot afford to simply stand by and let a law
firm’s vetting process unfold on its own, says Howard Flack, a
partner at Volta Talent Strategies Inc. who previously led lateral
partner recruiting and integration at Hogan Lovells. Read more »

LEGAL INDUSTRY

US BigLaw Firms Could Be Next To Abolish Annual
Reviews
A number of U.K.-based law firms have dropped formal, annual
attorney performance reviews in favor of ongoing assessments in
recent months, a trend that could soon catch on at U.S.-based
BigLaw firms. Read more »

Atlanta Atty Charged With Wife's Murder Is Denied Bail
A Georgia state judge denied bail Monday to Claud “Tex” McIver, 74,
a prominent employment lawyer and former Fisher Phillips partner
charged with murdering his wife, agreeing with prosecutors that
McIver was able and willing to exert influence in the community to
sway the case in his favor. Read more »

Norton Rose Fulbright Inks Deal With Australian Firm
Norton Rose Fulbright is poised to combine with Australian firm
Henry Davis York after an “overwhelming majority” of the firms’
partners gave their approval to the proposed deal, the pair said in a
joint statement Tuesday. Read more »

Trial Consultants Q&A: Dr. Ross Laguzza
Once in a very high profile case I was told by an in-house attorney
during a simulated trial that the general counsel required peanuts or
other salty snacks. When I said “I will see about that as soon as this
witness finishes,” the attorney looked at me incredulously and said
“she needs snacks right now," says Ross Laguzza, founding partner
of R&D Strategic Solutions LLC. Read more »
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