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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 5/12/17

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor

 

Status of the Secretary

The Secretary is traveling in Utah having meetings on the President’s EO on National
Monuments.

 

TODAY: The Secretary will:
·         Travel to Montana.
·         VPOTUS lands at 1:00pm MDT
·         Arrive at Westmoreland Coal Company Tour of Westmoreland Coal Company
Property on Horseback            
·         Roundtable with Tribal Leaders & Absaloka Mine Energy Producers
·         POLITICAL EVENT: Rally for Greg Gianforte, Candidate for MT-AL
·         VPOTUS remarks at 6:35PM

 

Long Range: 5/25-5/28. The Secretary will participate in a CODEL sponsored by Senator
Murkowski.  Arctic Council.  Norway, Greenland, Alaska.   The Secretary is set to keynote the
Alaska Oil & Gas Association meeting in Anchorage 5/31.

 

Upcoming Media

Planning a wrap up email from the Secretary’s events today.

Planning release on $26 million water grants detailed yesterday.

 

Speaking Invitations

Accepted

5/16 DOI Annual Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Ceremony (DC)
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5/31 Alaska Oil and Gas Association Conference remarks in Anchorage

 

Regretted

5/12 Heritage Foundation's Edwin Meese III Center for Legal and Judicial Studies' 2017
Spring Legal Strategy Forum (Colorado Springs, CO)

5/16 Western Growers' Board of Directors Meeting (DC)

5/19 Montana Logging Association Annual Meeting (Bozeman, MT)

5/20 Zoar Maifest National Historic Landmark Designation (Zoar, OH)

5/23 7th Annual Massachusetts Fallen Heroes Dinner (Boston, MA)

6/3 Ducks Unlimited National Convention (San Antonio, TX)

 

Outstanding Invitations in Process

5/23 Southwest Border Forum (Phoenix, AZ)

5/24 Virginia Chamber of Commerce Energy Conference

5/24 National Wildlife Refuge Association (DC)

5/25 US Oil & Gas Association Board of Directors Meeting (DC)

6/5 Society of American Indian Government Employees Annual Training Program
(Scottsdale, AZ)

6/6 Recreation Vehicle Industry Association Joint Committee Lunch (DC)

 

Emergency Management

Nothing new to report.

 

Media of Interest

Secretary Zinke To Tour Montana Mine With Vice President Pence.

The Hill (5/11, Cama, Henry) reports that Vice President Mike Pence will “campaign for
Montana congressional candidate Greg Gianforte on Friday, on a trip that will also see him
venture into one of the state’s coal mines.” Pence will “meet with business leaders and
officials from the Crow Nation Tribe while in the state, and he will also tour Westmoreland
Coal Company’s mine with Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke.” Montana Public Radio (5/11,
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Yamanaka) reports that following the mine tour, Pence and Zinke are “scheduled to meet with
industry and Crow tribal representatives for a business roundtable.”

 

Washington Attorney General Pledges To Defend National Monuments.

The Seattle Times (5/11, O'Sullivan) reports that “in hopes of protecting Washington’s
national monuments, Attorney General Bob Ferguson invited President Donald Trump and
U.S. Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke to visit the state.” However, “if the federal government
attempts to roll back those federally protected lands, Ferguson said, he’ll sue the
administration once again.” In a letter Thursday to Zinke, Ferguson “argued that the
Antiquities Act is ‘the cornerstone of American conservation’ and that Trump and Zinke don’t
have the legal authority to roll back a national-monument designation.”

 

Environmentalists Divided On Republican Efforts To Overhaul Endangered Species Act.

The Morning Consult (5/11, Fitzpatrick) reports that “Democrats and environmentalists are
divided over whether it’s worth working with Republicans on changes to the Endangered
Species Act, a law supporters say is underfunded and critics say is ineffective and
bureaucratic.” Some supporters of the law say see efforts to revise the law as “just an excuse
to undercut federal enforcement of the law, which underwent changes in 1988 when it was
renewed.” However, “others are open to modest reforms, as long as the Fish and Wildlife
Service is given proper funding.”

 

BLM To Offer Oil, Gas Leases In Colorado.

The Glenwood Springs (CO) Post Independent (5/11, Zorn) reports that the Bureau of Land
Management “seeks public comment on a proposal to offer 28 parcels or 27,280 acres of
federal minerals, nearly 5,000 acres of which is in Garfield County, in a competitive oil and
gas lease sale at the end of the year.” BLM Grand Junction Field Manager Katie Stevens said
in the press release, “The most effective comments will address issues and concerns specific to
these parcels being considered.”

 

White House Communications Report

No report was sent Thursday.

 

Federal Register Listings

There were no items cleared for the FR on Thursday.

 
Doug Domenech
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Senior Advisor
US Department of the Interior
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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 5/12/17 
Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
 
Status of the Secretary 
The Secretary is traveling in Utah having meetings on the President’s EO on National Monuments.  
 
TODAY: The Secretary will: 
• Travel to Montana. 
• VPOTUS lands at 1:00pm MDT 
• Arrive at Westmoreland Coal Company Tour of Westmoreland Coal Company Property on Horseback  
• Roundtable with Tribal Leaders & Absaloka Mine Energy Producers  
• POLITICAL EVENT: Rally for Greg Gianforte, Candidate for MT-AL 
• VPOTUS remarks at 6:35PM 
 
Long Range: 5/25-5/28. The Secretary will participate in a CODEL sponsored by Senator Murkowski.  
Arctic Council.  Norway, Greenland, Alaska.   The Secretary is set to keynote the Alaska Oil & Gas 
Association meeting in Anchorage 5/31.  
 
Upcoming Media 
Planning a wrap up email from the Secretary’s events today. 
Planning release on $26 million water grants detailed yesterday. 
 
Speaking Invitations 
Accepted 
5/16 DOI Annual Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Ceremony (DC) 
5/31 Alaska Oil and Gas Association Conference remarks in Anchorage 
 
Regretted 
5/12 Heritage Foundation's Edwin Meese III Center for Legal and Judicial Studies' 2017 Spring Legal 
Strategy Forum (Colorado Springs, CO) 
5/16 Western Growers' Board of Directors Meeting (DC) 
5/19 Montana Logging Association Annual Meeting (Bozeman, MT) 
5/20 Zoar Maifest National Historic Landmark Designation (Zoar, OH) 
5/23 7th Annual Massachusetts Fallen Heroes Dinner (Boston, MA) 
6/3 Ducks Unlimited National Convention (San Antonio, TX) 
 
Outstanding Invitations in Process 
5/23 Southwest Border Forum (Phoenix, AZ) 
5/24 Virginia Chamber of Commerce Energy Conference 
5/24 National Wildlife Refuge Association (DC) 
5/25 US Oil & Gas Association Board of Directors Meeting (DC) 
6/5 Society of American Indian Government Employees Annual Training Program (Scottsdale, AZ) 
6/6 Recreation Vehicle Industry Association Joint Committee Lunch (DC) 
 
Emergency Management 
Nothing new to report. 
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Media of Interest 
Secretary Zinke To Tour Montana Mine With Vice President Pence. 
The Hill (5/11, Cama, Henry) reports that Vice President Mike Pence will “campaign for Montana 
congressional candidate Greg Gianforte on Friday, on a trip that will also see him venture into one of the 
state’s coal mines.” Pence will “meet with business leaders and officials from the Crow Nation Tribe 
while in the state, and he will also tour Westmoreland Coal Company’s mine with Interior Secretary 
Ryan Zinke.” Montana Public Radio (5/11, Yamanaka) reports that following the mine tour, Pence and 
Zinke are “scheduled to meet with industry and Crow tribal representatives for a business roundtable.” 
 
Washington Attorney General Pledges To Defend National Monuments. 
The Seattle Times (5/11, O'Sullivan) reports that “in hopes of protecting Washington’s national 
monuments, Attorney General Bob Ferguson invited President Donald Trump and U.S. Interior Secretary 
Ryan Zinke to visit the state.” However, “if the federal government attempts to roll back those federally 
protected lands, Ferguson said, he’ll sue the administration once again.” In a letter Thursday to Zinke, 
Ferguson “argued that the Antiquities Act is ‘the cornerstone of American conservation’ and that Trump 
and Zinke don’t have the legal authority to roll back a national-monument designation.” 
 
Environmentalists Divided On Republican Efforts To Overhaul Endangered Species Act. 
The Morning Consult (5/11, Fitzpatrick) reports that “Democrats and environmentalists are divided over 
whether it’s worth working with Republicans on changes to the Endangered Species Act, a law 
supporters say is underfunded and critics say is ineffective and bureaucratic.” Some supporters of the 
law say see efforts to revise the law as “just an excuse to undercut federal enforcement of the law, 
which underwent changes in 1988 when it was renewed.” However, “others are open to modest 
reforms, as long as the Fish and Wildlife Service is given proper funding.” 
 
BLM To Offer Oil, Gas Leases In Colorado. 
The Glenwood Springs (CO) Post Independent (5/11, Zorn) reports that the Bureau of Land Management 
“seeks public comment on a proposal to offer 28 parcels or 27,280 acres of federal minerals, nearly 
5,000 acres of which is in Garfield County, in a competitive oil and gas lease sale at the end of the year.” 
BLM Grand Junction Field Manager Katie Stevens said in the press release, “The most effective 
comments will address issues and concerns specific to these parcels being considered.” 
 
White House Communications Report  
No report was sent Thursday.  
 
Federal Register Listings 
There were no items cleared for the FR on Thursday.  
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