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Hi Nikki,

Here are the New Mexico drafts with Rebecca Moore's comments included!

Best,

Rachel

--

Rachel Wootton

Planning and Environmental Specialist

National Conservation Lands (WO-410)

Bureau of Land Management

20 M Street SE Washington, DC 20003

rwootton@blm.gov

desk - (202) 912-7398

cell - (202) 774-8791

Visit us online!

On Mon, Jul 3, 2017 at 6:18 PM, Rachel Wootton <rwootton@blm.gov> wrote:

Perfect! Let me know if you have any questions!

Best,

Rachel Wootton

Planning and Environmental Specialist

National Conservation Lands

Bureau of Land Management

(202)912-7398

On Jul 3, 2017, at 5:50 PM, Nikki Moore <nmoore@blm.gov> wrote:

Thanks! Once I finish reviewing these I will send them to Randy!

Nikki Moore

Acting Deputy Assistant Director,

National Conservation Lands and Community Partnerships
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Bureau of Land Management, Washington DC

202.219.3180 (office)

202.288.9114 (cell)

On Jul 3, 2017, at 5:13 PM, Wootton, Rachel <rwootton@blm.gov> wrote:

Hi Nikki and Sally,

The Economic Reports with BLM's compiled comments are

attached. The economics report referenced in BLM Oregon's

comments is also attached.

If we weren't able to address some of the comments, then I noted it and mentioned

that we had reached out to the field and we can get back to the folks

at DOI. You might also want to mention that we included

recommended language related to mineral potential from the BLM

minerals program in all of the reports.

Have a great 4th of July and please let me know if you need anything else! I've got

my computer at home in case anything comes up!

Best,

Rachel

--

Rachel Wootton

Planning and Environmental Specialist

National Conservation Lands (WO-410)

Bureau of Land Management

20 M Street SE Washington, DC 20003

rwootton@blm.gov

desk - (202) 912-7398

cell - (202) 774-8791

Visit us online!

<Gold Butte review draft 6 28 17 BLM Edits.docx>

<Rio Grande Del Norte Review 06 28 17 BLM Edits.docx>

<Organ Mountains Desert Peaks - DRAFT 6-28-17 BLM

Edits.docx>

<Basin and Range National Monument 6-28-17 BLM edits.docx>
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<Cascade Siskiyou draft 6 28 17 BLM Edits.docx>

<CascadeSiskiyou - Headwaters.pdf>
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down fuelwood. It is anticipated in the future new areas will be available for green fuelwood cutting

and removal.

● Grazing. There

are 71 grazing 

allotments within

the monument:- 

62 are active 

grazing allotments

and 9 were closed

to grazing before 

the designation. 

Within the 

monument there

are currently

13,759 permitted

AUMs. Figure 3 

shows the number 

of AUMs used

annually since

2008. Actual use

fluctuates due to a combination of grazing permittee’s herd sizes, weather conditions, and range

conditions. The amount of permitted grazing use has not changed since the designation of the

monument. In FY 2016, grazing supported an estimated 42 jobs and about $2 million in economic

output.

● Cultural, archeological, and historic resources. Indigenous communities may utilize natural

resources in ways and to an extent different from the general population, and the role that natural

resources play in the culture of these indigenous communities may differ from that of the general

population. Culturally important sites and unique natural resources, by definition, have limited or no

substitutes. Recognizing this is a critical consideration in land management because it may affect

consideration of tradeoffs. Activities currently undertaken by tribal members include hunting, fishing,

gathering, wood cutting, and the collection of medicinal and ceremonial plants, edible herbs, and

materials for crafting items like baskets and footwear, as well as transmitting knowledge and culture

related to these resources and activities. The Ojo Caliente Area of Critical Environmental Concern

(ACEC) (66,150 acres) contains relevant and important cultural resources, as well as scenic quality,

sensitive ecological processes, riparian areas, and special status species and other critical wildlife

habitat values. This ACEC includes some of the largest (200-to-2000 rooms) prehistoric and early

historic period pueblo ruins in the Southwest. These individual sites and the attendant landscapes are

important to the Tiwa and Tewa Pueblo people of the upper Rio Grande region and contain important

religious and sacred sites. This BLM site is currently managed specifically for visitation and

enhanced visitor experiences.  Also within the Ojo Caliente ACEC is Mesa Prieta, a 6,500-acre tract

of private land currently under consideration for acquisition by the BLM. Mesa Prieta contains over

80,000 petroglyph sites and other archaeological remains associated with prehistoric Tewa and

Spanish Colonial cultures. It is unique to the region and exceeds the numbers of petroglyphs recorded
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Figure 3. AUMs Sold, Rio Grande del Norte, 2008-2016
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as the resource is economically feasible to produce. Management costs would also be a consideration,

over the same time period as the activities continue.

The RGDNNM Proclamation contains specific provisions for the protection of heritage objects and values

extending beyond specific resources concerns. Alternative options available for protection of resources

include authorities such as the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, Paleontological

Resources Preservation Act, Archaeological Resources Protection Act, Historic Preservation Act and

agency-specific laws and regulations. These could provide some options to protect specific resources

found in the RGDNNM. Protection would likely occur on a site-by-site or resource-by-resource basis and

also would take a significant amount of time to accomplish under these various laws. These laws may not

provide a mechanism to protect all cultural or tribal resources in Monument.
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(copper, lead, zinc, tin) and precious (gold, silver, platinum) metals.  Relics of historic mining

exist but there has been no active mining in over two decades.

 

● Timber. The Monument contains a desert ecosystem and therefore does not have any timber

resources.  

● Grazing. The Monument proclamation

allows for the continuation of all pre-

designation grazing activities, including

maintenance of stock watering facilities. 

The 38 grazing allotments that are 

wholly or partially contained within the

boundaries of OMDPNM include

approximately 86,300 permitted Animal 

Unit Month (AUMs)9. In 2016, there 

were about 49,900 billed AUMs (see 

Figure 3).  This level of grazing activity

is estimated to support about 250 jobs and about $11.7 million in economic output.10

● Cultural, archeological, and historic resources.  OMDPNM contains 344 recorded

archaeological sites spanning various eras of human history, including Paleoindian, Archaic,

Formative, Protohistoric, and Historic period sites.  The records of these sites were mostly

documented in the 1970s and 1980s and contain little information.  As of the FY2014 Manager’s

Report, only about 6,300 acres (about 1.3% of the Monument) had been inventoried for

archaeological resources.11

Artifacts common to the area include rock art, ceramics, and basket fragments.  Remnants of

ancient dwellings include those at La Cueva and a ten room pueblo in the Robledo Mountains. 

The La Cueva rock shelter was occupied from almost 5,000 BC through the historic period that

followed the arrival of the Europeans.  Approximately 100,000 artifacts have been recovered

from this rock shelter.12  The Monument also contains sites relevant to modern history such as

Spanish colonization, the Civil War and the Euro-American exploration of the West.  The ruins of

the Dripping Springs complex, a mountain resort constructed in the last 1800s that was later

converted to a sanitarium, lay scattered in a canyon in the Organ Mountains, while Outlaw Rock

contains the inscription of Billy the Kid.  More recent historical sites include bombing targets that

were used to train WWII pilots.

Paleontological resources are also available at OMDPNM, predominantly Permian Age fossil

material.  The primary resources include the fossilized tracks of the ancient animals whose fossil

remnants can be found in the adjacent Prehistoric Trackways National Monument.  Sites within

OMDPNM also include fossil remnants of ancient giant ground sloths, birds, and voles.

                                               
9 BLM measures an AUM as the amount of forage needed to sustain one cow and her calf, one domestic horse, or 5
sheep or goats for one month. https://www.blm.gov/programs/natural-resources/rangelands-and-grazing/livestock-
grazing/fees-and-distribution.
10 BLM data.
11 Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument FY2014 Manager’s Annual Report, BLM
12 https://www.blm.gov/nlcs_web/sites/nm/st/en/prog/NLCS/OMDP_NM/omdp_recreational.html
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Figure 3. BLM AUMs Billed, 2012-2016
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