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MS. SANDERS:. Hey, guys. Happy Friday.

Q Happy Fri day.

MS. SANDERS. Good afternoon. |It's great to see so many friendly
faces in here. Not that that's different than normal. |'m obviously
referring to the children around the room

W're really excited and very glad to wel come the kids of the press
corps to the Wite House today. They're 90|n? to love trick-or-treating
in the Executive Ofice Building, and | | ook torward to taking some
guestions, maybe even from sonme of the kids, today.

Coupl e of quick things to note before we get into that. As you al
saw, yesterday was an inportant nonment for our nation's fight agal nst
;he_?rug addi cti on and opioid epidemc that has hurt so nmany wonder f ul

am | ies.

By directing the declaration of a nationwi de public health
emergency to address the opioids crisis, the President is nobilizing his
entire admnistration to confront this issue. The President's stirring
remar ks yesterday, which included a powerful story of how addiction
i npacted his famly, set the stage for the country to unite behind this
fight to save lives.

In the wake of the announcenent, several Cabinet nmenbers and agency
heads are traveling around the country to events related to the opioid
crisis. Among those participating in events are Attorney General
Sessi ons, Secretaries Shul kin and Carson, Acting Secretary Hargan,
Surgeon General Adans, and Acting |ICE Director Homan. These events
illustrate that the President truly has nmade this issue an
adm ni stration-wide priority.

On the econonmic front, the U S. econony grew at 3 percent for the
second quarter in a row, despite the danage fromthis year's hurricane
season. Unenploynent is at a 16-year |low, the stock market continues to
climb to record levels, and econoni ¢ confidence is soaring.

_ The engine of the Anerican econony is revving up, and the President
|sfready to pour in the rocket fuel through massive tax cuts and
ref or nms.

_It's fitting that we have sone kids with us here today because,
ultimately, this tax plan is about enﬁomerlng har dwor ki ng Aneri can
famlies to build a better life for thenselves and a brighter future for
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their children.

And with that, I will take your questions. Jon
- Q Sarah, | want to ask you about the $300 nillion contract that
Whi tefish Energy got to do the electrical -- rebuild the electrical grid

in Puerto Rico. Does the Wite House have any concerns about the way
this contract cane down and the fact that this conpany has apparently no
experience of doing anything on this nagnitude?

MS. SANDERS:. This is a contract that was determ ned by the | oca
authorities in Puerto Rico, not sonething that the federal governnent
plared arole in. But as we understand, there's an ongoing audit, and
we'll look forward to seeing the results of that |ater

Are there red flags raised by this? And can you say
definitively that the fact that the primary -- one of the primary
i nvestors in this conpany was a maj or donor to the Trunp canpai gn had
nothing to do with the fact this contract was awarded?

MS. SANDERS: Right. The federal governnent, as | said, has
nothing to do with this contract or the process. This was sonething
solely determ ned by the Puerto Rican governnent. And, as | said, we'll
Iﬁok forward to the audit to see if there are any other issues beyond
t hat .

Mat t hew.

Q Thanks, Sarah. Question on those Russia sanctions that the
President signed in August. So the recipients of those sanctions were

supposed to be naned on Cctober 1st, and that just came out today. |'m
wondering if you can explain the delay and how soon the admi nistration
will actually act to inplenent those sanctions.

MS. SANDERS: Right. There was an interagency review that's now
been conpleted. That was the cause for the delay. The guidance was
i ssued by the State Departnent, and that's now being carried out.

And for any further details, |I'd refer you to the State Departnent.
John.

Q May | kindly request two? The President tweeted out this
norni ng regarding the Russia investigation, "After nonths of costly
| ooking." |Is the President suggesting that nore special investigation
is a waste of npney?

M5. SANDERS: | think that the President has been pretty clear what
his position throughout this process. That's not the only investigation
that's taking place. Congress has spent a great deal of tinme on this --
a better part of a year. Al of your news organi zati ons have actually
spent Pro ably a lot of noney on this as well, which we woul d consi der
probably a pretty big waste.

I think that our position hasn't changed since day one, and | think
we are seeing nowthat if there was any collusion with Russia, it was
between the DNC and the dintons, and certainly not our canpaign

Q Question nunber two --

M5. SANDERS: Sorry, |I'mgoing to nove around. We're going to go
to tight tine today.

Q But this is an inportant one on 401(k)s. | think you may want
to answer.

MS. SANDERS: Well, then naybe one of your colleagues will ask it.

DOI-2019-02 00413



Zeke, go ahead.

Q Banking for two here also. First, did you have any coment on
t he secession of Catal onia, and Spain, nore broadly? The State
Departnent put out a very sharﬁ statenent saying the United States wants
a unified Spain. Wuld you echo that fromthe podi un? Has the
Presi dent made any phone calls on that?

MS. SANDERS: |'m not aware of any phone calls today, but we
certainly echo the State Department and again reiterate our support for
a unified Spain.

Q And, Sarah, there was one nore.

M5. SANDERS: Sorry, guys, |I'mgoing to junmp around to try to cover

Q Thanks, Sarah. On Whitefish Energy, the President net this
norning with Interior Secretary Zinke. He is fromthe town where that
conmpany is based. Did the President ask himdirectly whether he had any
know edge of this deal ?

MS. SANDERS: The Frinary purpose for this meeting that has been on
the schedul e for several weeks was to discuss the Secretary's Mnunents
Report that will be coming out shortly. And that was the reason for the
meeting. But he did ask Secretary Zinke just for clarification purposes
and he reiterated, once again, that we have no role -- the federa
government, and specifically he, had no role in that contract.

John.

Q Thanks a lot, Sarah. On Witefish Energy -- another question
on this conpany. Prior to Hurricane Maria, they just had two
enpl oyees. And then after Hurricane Maria, it's awarded a $300 nillion-
plus contract. | realize that you said this was a contract that was
awarded by officials in Puerto Rico, but would you acknow edge that it
doesn't look right, just on the surface of things?

M5. SANDERS: Look, |’ m not ?oing to comment before the audit is
conducted, but we certainly look forward to seeing the results of that.
And once again, this was a state and | ocal decision made by the Puerto
Ri can authorities and not the federal governnent. But we will look into
the audit once it's published.

a lot of corruption in Puerto

Q The President has said
s nder that unbrella of

Rico. Wuld you think that thi
corruption?

there's
falls u

MS. SANDERS: Once again, |I'’mnot going to get ahead of the audit,
but once we have that, we'll nake a determ nation

You nmentioned the opioid crisis at the beginning of your
remar ks and how the President yesterday declared it a national public
heal th energency. That declaration did not cone with a request for
nmoney from Congress. How nuch does the President want Congress to put
towards this crisis? And when will he put in a formal request for that
nmoney?

M5. SANDERS: Well, there was $45 billion that was originally in
the healthcare plan that the President supported that no Denocrat in the
country supported. So, ideally, that woul d have been done through
that. But since it wasn't, we're hoBing that Congress will cone
together and there will be a | ot of bipartisan support to put behind the
opioid crisis and join in the President in dealing with this effort.

Maj or .

Q Sarah, can we say then, therefore, based on your answer just
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now, that $45 billion is what you would like to see as an initial
approach to the opioid crisis, and done during the budget deal that you
hope to negotiate in Decenber?

MS. SANDERS: |'mnot going to negotiate with you fromthe podi um
but that was the nunber that we outlined in that initial healthcare
bill. There's a billion dollars that's been spent to date since the
President cane into office. W do feel like that $45 billion woul d have
been a good nunber. That was in the healthcare bill; that was what we
supported. We're going to continue |ooking at that and determ ne future
nunbers as we work on negotiating the next package.

Robert a.
Q In the meeting that the President had with Secretary Zinke,

did he agree with the recommendation to shrink the size of Bear's Ears
Nati onal Mnument in Utah?

M5. SANDERS: |'n1npt.goin? to get ahead of the President's
announcenent on the specifics of that, but | can tell you that he wll
be going to Utah in the first part of early Decenber, and we'll release

more details at that point, if not sone before. He also spoke with both
Senators Hatch and Lee during the course of that neeting.

Q Thanks, Sar ah. vaiousIK, sexual harassment has been in the
news. At least 16 wonen accused the President of sexually harassing
them t hroughout the course of the canpaign. Last week, during a press
conference in the Rose Garden, the President called these accusati ons
"fake news." |Is the official White House position that all of these
wonen are |ying?

MS. SANDERS. Yeah, we've been clear on that fromthe beginning,
and the President has spoken on it.

John.

Q Thank you, Sarah. Last weekend, former President Jinmmy Carter
offered his availability as a ?o-betmeen to the North Korean regine in
t he hopes of resolving the differences between this country and
Pyongyang. He has a history with the famly of the current |eader in
North Korea, neeting with his grandfather in 1994. |Is the
administration in contact with President Carter? And does it have any
plans to use himas a go-between or an envoy to Pyongyang?

M5. SANDERS: | don't think that's part of our process at this
time. |If that changes, we'll certainly let you know. But that's not
part of our current plan or thinking for howto deal with North Korea.

Bl ake.

Q Sarah, thanks. [I'll ask the 401(k) question

M5. SANDERS: See? You got friends hel ping you out. (Laughter.)

Q Hel pi ng ny col | eague out.

M5. SANDERS: And you didn't think anybody here liked you, John

Q I'"ve got John's back

I's the President considering dropping the amount of pre-taxed
contributions that Anericans can put Into their 401(k)? Currently,
that's at about $18,000. It seens as if this whole issue is up for
negoti ati on. Does the President support taking that $18, 000-or-so |evel
and potentially [owering that?

~M5. SANDERS: As | said earlier this week, the President wants to
continue to fight and push for protection of Anmericans' retirenent. And
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that hasn't changed, but |I'mnot going to negotiate any deals beyond
that. But that's the President's position and that's the same today as
it was earlier this week.

Q Thanks, Sarah. There's been a nunber of politicians over the
past week, including Chris Christie here at the Wite House yesterday,
who have said that Rob Mieller should step aside fromcertain
i nvestigations within the special counsel. Does the President share
t hose views?

MS. SANDERS: The President wants to see this conpleted. W think
that we are continuing to see day in, day out, as this investigation
noves to conpletion, that, as the sane as it started, there's still no
evi dence of collusion between the President and anyone.

I f any col lusion took place, it would be between the DNC and the
Cintons. And | think we're starting to now see that all of the things
that the Denobcrats had accused this President of doing, they were
actually guilty of thenselves. And | think that's a really big problem
that should be certainly | ooked at.

Q  Sarah, the |awrakers in Egﬁpt are preparing a measure that
woul d crimnalize honobsexuality, with up to five years in prison. WII
you condemn the mneasure?

M5. SANDERS: |'mnot aware of the specifics of that, so |I'd have
to ook into that before |I could make a response. But we'll certainly
be happy to check into it.

Q Thank you, Sarah. At the risk of wasting ny question, |'m
going to ask you about the Fed. Since the last tinme you were up here,
there have been a couple of reports. One, that the President is going
to nmake an announcenent next week. Can you confirmthat he's going to
make an announcenent and, if so, give us a little timng?

And then, secondly, there have been reports that Chairman Yellen is
out of the running and that Jerone Powell is at the top of the Iist.
Can you confirmany of that?

M5. SANDERS: | can confirmthat the President plans to nmake an
announcenent on that next week, but beyond that | don't have any ot her
details to add.

I want to ask you about a comment that Sebastian Gorka nade on
Fox News. | know that he doesn't work for the Wite House anynore, but
he clainms to be very -- still involved in knowi ng what's going on here.

He was tal ki ng about the Uranium One deal and Hillary dinton, and
said, "If this had happened in the 1950s, there would be people up on
treason charges right now.This is the equivalent to what the Rosenbergs
did, and those people got the chair. Think about it." Does the
President agree with that statenent?

M5. SANDERS: | hadn't even seen those conments. |'mnot going to
comment on Sebastian Gorka or validate that. | can tell you that we do
think that there is a ot cause for concern regarding that deal, and we
certainly think it should be | ooked into. But | can't conment beyond
that on sonebody outside the admnistration's coments.

Jessi ca.

Q Question on the President's upcomng Asia trip. Can you talk
alittle bit nmore about the criteria that you used to decide which of
the many nultilateral neetings that he attended? And can you confirm
that he's not going to be at the East Asia Sunmt, and why?

MS. SANDERS: He is participating in, | know at |east, the opening
cerenmony and sone of the other parts of that event. |In ternms of the
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specifics, we're going to do a full and nore detailed briefing on that

next week. And so I'll wait until we get to next week, because the
final details of sone of those things are still being worked out.
Aivier.

Thanks, Sarah. The President said on Twitter that he
congratul ated Chinese President Xi on his extraordinary el evation. Does
the President have any m sgivings, either the way that el evation
occurred or its potential 1 npact on Anerican interests in Asia?

MS. SANDERS: Not that |'m aware of, no.

I was wondering, why did the President involve hinmself in the
Urani um One investigation? Are you trying to gin up your own Russia
i nvestigation to rival the one up on Capitol HII? And where is the
President's evidence that Hllary Cinton colluded with the Russians, as
he tweeted this norning?

M5. SANDERS: In terns of the President being involved, |'mnot
aware of any specific involvement. The President has pushed for
transparency -- if that's what You‘re referring to -- when dealing with
Congress. | know that's probab g sonething new, for a President to
actually push for transparency, but that's what he's done. And that was
t he purpose of what he was trying to do in that process.

Q How about evi dence of collusion and Hllary --

MS. SANDERS: M ke.

Sarah, no, the President nmade a charge that Hillary Cinton
colluded with the Russians

M5. SANDERS: | think |I've addressed that pretty thoroughly.
M ke, go ahead.
Q So you're saying that, Hillary Cinton --
M5. SANDERS: |'msaying that I'mcalling on your coll eague.
Q Okay, well, you didn't really address that questi on.
One of the PACs affiliated with Majority Leader -- the Senate

Majority Leader is attacking Steve Bannon. | wondered if the Wite
House has an opinion on that. |Is M. Bannon fair game? |s he stil
viewed as helpful to the President's cause? And has the President had
any success in talking Steve out of some of the -- backing himoff sone

of the incunbents, as he suggested fromthe Rose Garden?

M5. SANDERS: In ternms of how a PAC spends their noney, | would
direct you to them |'mnot going to answer for them any nore than
can even answer for the President’'s PAC, as we don’'t conment on
political situations or contributions fromthe podi um

H . Sunday, it's going to be the one-nonth anniversary of the
Las Vegas shooting -- four weeks. The shooter enhanced the speed of his
fire bﬁ usi ng bunp stocks. At first, you didn't want to comment on
that, but |'mcurious to know, does the President think the ATF shoul d
prohibit their sale? |s he going to ask themto? Does he think onIY
Congress can do it? O does think that bunp stocks are not the problem
and that there is no need to --

M5. SANDERS: He has asked that that process be reviewed and we're
wai ting on sonme of the details of that to take place. But a decision
hasn't been finalized on that. But we are looking at that and certainly
under review.
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I"'mgoing to cut us a little bit short today. And | have one | ast
announcenent that | wanted to make:

The President asked me to let all of you know -- those of you that
have your kids here for trick-or-treating -- before they go over to the
Executive Ofice Building for trick-or-treating, he has invited themto
come into the Oval. So if you would |ike to have your kids participate,
Blease nmeet us here and we'll wal k them over shortly, and then give them

ack to you so that you can sugar themup and take them hone to your
house to run wld.

Thanks so much, and have a good Fri day.

END 2:56 P.M
EDT
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