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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 3/7/17

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor

 

Status of the Nominee

Today and tomorrow Secretary Ryan Zinke will be attending briefings at Interior.  Yesterday
he met with PPO, Cabinet Affairs, and with the Staff Secretary.

 

EO on Energy/Interior Related

The Media is reporting that the President is poised to sign an EO on energy.

 
·         Trump Executive Orders On Energy, Environment Expected Shortly.
The Hill (3/6, Henry) reports that this week the White House could “release long-awaited
climate change executive orders undoing much of the Obama administration’s work on the
issue.” President Trump, according to several reports, “is set to sign an order calling for
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to repeal the Clean Power Plan, the
centerpiece of Obama’s climate change agenda.” In addition, the order could “lift an
Interior Department moratorium on federal coal lease sales, something Obama’s team
instituted during a review of the coal-leasing program.” The Hill notes that “one climate
issue” President Trump may “not touch next week: the Paris deal.” The “Morning Energy”
blog of Politico (3/6) reported a decision on the Paris climate change pact “might still be
months off with an official position timed to the May G7 summit in Italy or the July G20
summit in Germany.” The Washington Examiner (3/6, Giaritelli) also reports.

 

EO on National Monuments

An EO related to National Monuments Review appears to be eminent. 

 
·         Chaffetz Seeks To Block Funding For Bears Ears National Monument.
The Deseret (UT) News (3/6, O'Donoghue) reports that “Utah’s elected leaders are
pushing forward on their promise to fight the Bears Ears National Monument any way they
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can, with the latest battle cry a threat to withhold funding.” Rep. Jason Chaffetz, “asked a
House Interior Appropriations subcommittee over the U.S. Department of Interior and
other agencies to refrain from funding the Bears Ears as a national monument.” He told
members of the Interior Subcommittee on Appropriations, “We, along with state and local
officials, and the residents of San Juan County, are committed to ensuring that the Bears
Ears region is protected and productive. We firmly believe that these decisions are best
made locally, not by lame-duck presidents.”

 

Congressional Action Under the CRA.

CRAs : Passed the House
·         BLM Planning 2.0 Rule (The Senate is scheduled to vote on this today.)
·         BLM Venting and Flaring Methane Rule
·         FWS H.J.Res.69 - Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the final rule of the Department of the Interior relating to "Non-
Subsistence Take of Wildlife, and Public Participation and Closure Procedures, on
National Wildlife Refuges in Alaska".

 

Secretary Meetings and Schedule

3/8: The Secretary will testify before the Senate Indian Affairs Committee.

3/8: The Secretary will meet with the President.

 

3/10: Travel to Glacier National Park to review maintenance backlog issues. He will also meet
with the Blackfeet Tribal to receive a Blessing.

3/11-12: Personal time

3/13: Travel to Helena, MT.  Speech to the MT Legislature. Meeting with the Governor. 
Possible political event (Brian Jack is aware).

3/14: Drive to Lewistown, MT. Visit BLM field office.  Drive to Billings. Visit BLM
MT/Dakotas regional office.   

3/15: Fly to Denver.  Visit Interior Denver Service Center. 

3/16: Tenta Visit Denver BLM and FWS facilities. BUDGET media.

3/17: Fly to Bozeman. Press conference in front of arch announcing historic park visitation. 
Meeting with Yellowstone National Park about maintenance backlog and bison management
issues.

3/18: Meeting with Sen. Murkowski in Bozeman area.

3/19: Fly to DCA.
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·         Biz Journals (Lauren Ohnesorge) Request: BOEM is offering 122,405 acres offshore
of Kitty Hawk, North Carolina in a commercial wind lease sale this month. Is this the first
such wind lease sale off of North Carolina’s coast? And the list of nine companies BOEM
initially deemed legally able to participate – is that still accurate? Also- what is the
process? Is it an auction? Thanks for any assistance you can provide. – Response:
Connected reporter with BOEM public affairs officer to answer.
 
·         E&E (Scott Streeter) Request -- Does Interior or BLM have any comment on this
legislation that was passed concerning a congressionally authorized outdoor economy
study? Secretary Zinke was a cosponsor when it was approved by Congress in December.
Carry this study called for in the legislation seems like something Secretary Zinke, just
like Rep. Zinke four months earlier, would support. Basically these groups are just asking
Zinke, Congress and the Trump administration to make the study a priority. Will it be?  --
Response: Noted on background, nothing more to add on the budget. Secretary Zinke has
demonstrated his commitment to outdoor rec jobs and all jobs on public lands. You can
expect him to remain committed to creating and protecting all public lands jobs.

 

Top Stories
·         Washington Post: GOPers say they want to punish alleged sexual predators in
government, Ryan Zinke has a test case.
 
·         Independent Journal Review: If You Visit Arlington Cemetery, You May Find This
Navy SEAL Trump Appointee, Paying His Respects
 
·         AOL: Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke keeps some environmentalists hopeful
 
·         Lee Newspapers: New head of Interior, Ryan Zinke of Montana, sees to build trust
 
·         Scout: Fishing Industry Applauds Public Access Expansion
 
·         E&E: Western businesses, mayors push outdoor economy study

 

Top Issues and Accomplishments
·         FYI – The National Parks Service put the inauguration photos online in the websites
reading room due to updated FOIA requirements that mandate any FOIA case with a
certain number of requests be made public on the website. Some national media inquiries
including World News Tonight asked for the photos.
 
·         Press Release: Secretary Zinke Announces Proposed 73-Million Acre Oil and Natural
Gas Lease Sale for Gulf of Mexico
 
·         Wednesday: Zinke will testify before the Senate Indian Affairs Committee at 2:30PM
 
·         Planning: Zinke’s trip to Glacier National Park, Yellowstone National Park, address to
MT State Legislature, Denver DOI Service Center
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·         FYI – MT Dems selected VERY Liberal musician Rob Quist to run for Zinke’s seat.
MT GOP selecting candidate tonight.

 

Federal Register Notices Cleared for Publishing (None Significant)

Items cleared for the Federal Register on Monday.

 

REG0006803 OSM Proposed Rule; Proposed Amendment to Pennsylvania Regulatory
Program. OSMRE announces receipt of and requests public comments on a proposed
amendment to the Pennsylvania program under the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation
Act of 1977 (SMCRA).  The State seeks to revise its program to further define the
implementation process for the reclamation of alternative bonding system "legacy sites" (mine
sites with uncovered cleanup costs) and to clearly identify the current list of legacy sites, as
well as sites that may qualify as legacy sites in the future. PR03/06/2017.

 

REG0006806 FWS Endangered Species Recovery Permit Applications (Ober and others).
This is a batched notice of the receipt of recovery permit applications under the Endangered
Species Act. Notice 03/06/2017.

 

REG0006808 FWS Endangered Species; Receipt of Applications for Permit. This is a batched
notice of the receipt of permit applications under the Endangered Species Act. Notice
3/06/2017.

 

REG0006809 BLM Notice of Public Meeting: Bureau of Land Management Nevada Resource
Advisory Councils. Pursuant to the Federal Land Policy and Management Act and the Federal
Advisory Committee Act of 1972, BLM Nevada announces a joint meeting of its three
Resource Advisory Councils (RACs) from April 4-6, 2017.  The Sierra Front-Northwestern
Great Basin RAC, the Northeastern Great Basin RAC, and the Mojave-Southern Great Basin
RAC will meet in Elko, Nevada, and the meeting will be open to the public. Notice
03/06/2017.

Doug Domenech
Senior Advisor
US Department of the Interior
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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 3/7/17 
Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
 
Status of the Nominee 
Today and tomorrow Secretary Ryan Zinke will be attending briefings at Interior.  Yesterday he met with 
PPO, Cabinet Affairs, and with the Staff Secretary.  
 
EO on Energy/Interior Related  
The Media is reporting that the President is poised to sign an EO on energy. 
 
• Trump Executive Orders On Energy, Environment Expected Shortly. 

The Hill (3/6, Henry) reports that this week the White House could “release long-awaited climate 
change executive orders undoing much of the Obama administration’s work on the issue.” President 
Trump, according to several reports, “is set to sign an order calling for the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) to repeal the Clean Power Plan, the centerpiece of Obama’s climate change agenda.” 
In addition, the order could “lift an Interior Department moratorium on federal coal lease sales, 
something Obama’s team instituted during a review of the coal-leasing program.” The Hill notes that 
“one climate issue” President Trump may “not touch next week: the Paris deal.” The “Morning 
Energy” blog of Politico (3/6) reported a decision on the Paris climate change pact “might still be 
months off with an official position timed to the May G7 summit in Italy or the July G20 summit in 
Germany.” The Washington Examiner (3/6, Giaritelli) also reports. 

 
EO on National Monuments 
An EO related to National Monuments Review appears to be eminent.   
 
• Chaffetz Seeks To Block Funding For Bears Ears National Monument. 

The Deseret (UT) News (3/6, O'Donoghue) reports that “Utah’s elected leaders are pushing forward 
on their promise to fight the Bears Ears National Monument any way they can, with the latest battle 
cry a threat to withhold funding.” Rep. Jason Chaffetz, “asked a House Interior Appropriations 
subcommittee over the U.S. Department of Interior and other agencies to refrain from funding the 
Bears Ears as a national monument.” He told members of the Interior Subcommittee on 
Appropriations, “We, along with state and local officials, and the residents of San Juan County, are 
committed to ensuring that the Bears Ears region is protected and productive. We firmly believe 
that these decisions are best made locally, not by lame-duck presidents.” 

 
Congressional Action Under the CRA. 
CRAs : Passed the House 
• BLM Planning 2.0 Rule (The Senate is scheduled to vote on this today.) 
• BLM Venting and Flaring Methane Rule  
• FWS H.J.Res.69 - Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States 

Code, of the final rule of the Department of the Interior relating to "Non-Subsistence Take of 
Wildlife, and Public Participation and Closure Procedures, on National Wildlife Refuges in Alaska". 

 
Secretary Meetings and Schedule  
3/8: The Secretary will testify before the Senate Indian Affairs Committee.  
3/8: The Secretary will meet with the President. 
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3/10: Travel to Glacier National Park to review maintenance backlog issues. He will also meet with the 
Blackfeet Tribal to receive a Blessing. 
3/11-12: Personal time  
3/13: Travel to Helena, MT.  Speech to the MT Legislature. Meeting with the Governor.  Possible political 
event (Brian Jack is aware).  
3/14: Drive to Lewistown, MT. Visit BLM field office.  Drive to Billings. Visit BLM MT/Dakotas regional 
office.    
3/15: Fly to Denver.  Visit Interior Denver Service Center.   
3/16: Tenta Visit Denver BLM and FWS facilities. BUDGET media.  
3/17: Fly to Bozeman. Press conference in front of arch announcing historic park visitation.  Meeting 
with Yellowstone National Park about maintenance backlog and bison management issues.  
3/18: Meeting with Sen. Murkowski in Bozeman area.  
3/19: Fly to DCA. 
 
3/31: Participate in the 100th Commemoration of the purchase of the Virgin Islands from Denmark.  The 
Danish Prime Minister will participate.  

  

 
Emergency Management 
Chevron Pipeline reported an approximately 1,200 barrel oil discharge from a 4-6 inch pipeline 7 miles 
west-northwest of Rangely, Colorado on Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands. Chevron Pipeline 
provided a response team, and the oil was stopped well above Shrinking Water Creek, which flows into 
the White River. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and BLM have been notified of the spill, and BLM 
personnel are investigating the incident. The Environmental Protection Agency will dispatch an On-
Scene Coordinator today. 
 
In North Dakota, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) reports that law enforcement officials continue to 
monitor the Cannonball Community area and Route 1806 checkpoints. Officers are also providing law 
enforcement support within the North Dakota and South Dakota Districts of the Standing Rock Sioux 
Reservation. Cleanup of the Sacred Stone Camp is 23-percent complete. 
 
In South Dakota, the Kyle Fire began on March 4 on the Pine Ridge Reservation. The fire has burned 
1,151 acres and is being managed by a Type-4 Incident Management Team (IMT) with 18 personnel, 
including 10 DOI personnel. There are 7 residential structures threatened, and the fire is 90-percent 
contained. The containment date for this fire has been set as March 8. No further perimeter growth is 
expected. 
 
White House Communications Report 

DAILY COMMUNICATIONS REPORT (From Friday) 
Inquiries 
• Bloomberg (Jenn Dlouhy) and Washington Post (Darryl Fears) asked for details about the new 

offshore sale in the Gulf. – Response: I provided the press release and also added today’s POTUS 
statement praising Exxon for offshore oil job creation. 
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• Fusion (Renee Lewis) Requested information about a 3/1 meeting about the future of the Navajo 
Generating Station (coal plant in AZ). Response: Provided them with a link to the press release 
issued on 3/1 by the Department. 
 

• Biz Journals (Lauren Ohnesorge) Request: BOEM is offering 122,405 acres offshore of Kitty Hawk, 
North Carolina in a commercial wind lease sale this month. Is this the first such wind lease sale off of 
North Carolina’s coast? And the list of nine companies BOEM initially deemed legally able to 
participate – is that still accurate? Also- what is the process? Is it an auction? Thanks for any 
assistance you can provide. – Response: Connected reporter with BOEM public affairs officer to 
answer. 
 

• E&E (Scott Streeter) Request -- Does Interior or BLM have any comment on this legislation that was 
passed concerning a congressionally authorized outdoor economy study? Secretary Zinke was a 
cosponsor when it was approved by Congress in December. Carry this study called for in the 
legislation seems like something Secretary Zinke, just like Rep. Zinke four months earlier, would 
support. Basically these groups are just asking Zinke, Congress and the Trump administration to 
make the study a priority. Will it be?  -- Response: Noted on background, nothing more to add on 
the budget. Secretary Zinke has demonstrated his commitment to outdoor rec jobs and all jobs on 
public lands. You can expect him to remain committed to creating and protecting all public lands 
jobs. 

 
Top Stories 
• Washington Post: GOPers say they want to punish alleged sexual predators in government, Ryan 

Zinke has a test case. 
 

• Independent Journal Review: If You Visit Arlington Cemetery, You May Find This Navy SEAL Trump 
Appointee, Paying His Respects 
 

• AOL: Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke keeps some environmentalists hopeful 
 

• Lee Newspapers: New head of Interior, Ryan Zinke of Montana, sees to build trust 
 

• Scout: Fishing Industry Applauds Public Access Expansion 
 

• E&E: Western businesses, mayors push outdoor economy study 
 
Top Issues and Accomplishments 
• FYI – The National Parks Service put the inauguration photos online in the websites reading room 

due to updated FOIA requirements that mandate any FOIA case with a certain number of requests 
be made public on the website. Some national media inquiries including World News Tonight asked 
for the photos. 
 

• Press Release: Secretary Zinke Announces Proposed 73-Million Acre Oil and Natural Gas Lease Sale 
for Gulf of Mexico 
 

• Wednesday: Zinke will testify before the Senate Indian Affairs Committee at 2:30PM 
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• Planning: Zinke’s trip to Glacier National Park, Yellowstone National Park, address to MT State 
Legislature, Denver DOI Service Center 
 

• FYI – MT Dems selected VERY Liberal musician Rob Quist to run for Zinke’s seat. MT GOP selecting 
candidate tonight. 

 
Federal Register Notices Cleared for Publishing (None Significant) 
Items cleared for the Federal Register on Monday.  
 
REG0006803 OSM Proposed Rule; Proposed Amendment to Pennsylvania Regulatory Program. OSMRE 
announces receipt of and requests public comments on a proposed amendment to the Pennsylvania 
program under the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (SMCRA).  The State seeks to 
revise its program to further define the implementation process for the reclamation of alternative 
bonding system "legacy sites" (mine sites with uncovered cleanup costs) and to clearly identify the 
current list of legacy sites, as well as sites that may qualify as legacy sites in the future. PR03/06/2017. 
 
REG0006806 FWS Endangered Species Recovery Permit Applications (Ober and others). This is a batched 
notice of the receipt of recovery permit applications under the Endangered Species Act. Notice 
03/06/2017.  
 
REG0006808 FWS Endangered Species; Receipt of Applications for Permit. This is a batched notice of the 
receipt of permit applications under the Endangered Species Act. Notice 3/06/2017.  
 
REG0006809 BLM Notice of Public Meeting: Bureau of Land Management Nevada Resource Advisory 
Councils. Pursuant to the Federal Land Policy and Management Act and the Federal Advisory Committee 
Act of 1972, BLM Nevada announces a joint meeting of its three Resource Advisory Councils (RACs) 
from April 4-6, 2017.  The Sierra Front-Northwestern Great Basin RAC, the Northeastern Great Basin 
RAC, and the Mojave-Southern Great Basin RAC will meet in Elko, Nevada, and the meeting will be open 
to the public. Notice 03/06/2017. 
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