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Mike and John,

I've attached two reference docs for you - the latest WO-100 action list (as of 11 am today, 8/18)

and the annotated ASLM/BLM weekly agenda that Glenda puts together.

Thanks,

Kelly Orr

Advisor to the Director's Office

Bureau of Land Management

1849 C St NW, Rm. 5648

Washington DC 20240
Office: 202 208 6262

Mobile: 202 510 5119

korr@blm.gov
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August 18: Agenda Items & DTS Packages

II.  Agenda Items

 Critical Minerals Roundtable – August 24

o Memo for secretary pending. 8/17 w/DD POL

o Leaders of industry invited by the secretary to describe critical minerals and burdens they

might be facing. The purpose is to promote the responsible exploration and development
of domestic sources of minerals.

 S. O. 3349 Report, American Energy Independence

o Implements the review of agency actions directed by an E. O. and also directs a

reexamination of the mitigation policies and practices across the Department of the
Interior in order to better balance conservation strategies and policies with the equally

legitimate need of creating jobs for hard-working American families.

 S. O. 3354 Supporting and Improving the Federal Onshore Oil and Gas Leasing Program and

Federal Solid Mineral Leasing Program
o With ASLM

o To ensure that quarterly lease sales are consistently held and to identify other ways the

Department of the Interior may promote the exploration and development of both Federal

onshore oil and gas resources and Federal solid mineral resources.

 Farmington FO Oil & Gas Lease Sale

o Lease sale could be controversial given proximity of one of the parcels to a tribal buffer

zone

 OMB FY 2019 Budget Submission

o ~30-40 write-ups will be coming to WO-100 on Monday. WO-100 and ASLM will have
3 days to clear them before they're due to OMB. Program directorates and WO-800 are

currently working on the submissions based on whether the program will be receiving or

losing funds

 Energy and Mineral-related Federal Register Notices with ASLM/DOI

o Venting & Flaring: 

 Rule: BLMR001646

 Status: with SIO-REGS (exec sec)

8/17/17 Received ASLM surname. & Faith Bremner emailed revised

notice, RIA, and EA, with 6 month delay provisions, to Mark Lawyer for
OMB review.

 Summary: This proposed rule would temporarily suspend or delay

certain requirements contained in the 2016 final rule until July 17, 2019.

The BLM is currently reviewing the 2016 final rule and wants to avoid
imposing temporary or permanent compliance costs on operators for

requirements that may be rescinded or significantly revised in the near

future
 EA for Waste Prevention: BLMR001690

 Status: with DeVito

 8/14/17 ASLM surnamed hard copy of this package.

EA & FONSI that needs to catch up to waste prevention DTS 1646

o Gateway West Transmission Line: REG0006682

 Status: with SIO-REGS (exec sec)
 Summary: This notifies the public of BLM's Record of Decision to authorize

routes for the final two segments of the Gateway West transmission line project,

which connects the Hemingway substation in southwest Idaho with power
generation facilities in central Wyoming.  The project will address congestion
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problems within the Western electrical grid, facilitate the renewable energy

market, especially wind energy in Idaho and Wyoming, and aid in delivering that
energy to the region.

o Notice of Competitive Coal Lease Sale, North Dakota: BLMR001632

 Status: with ASLM

 Summary: The lease sale was originally targeted for August 9, 2017. MTSO
confirmed they are waiting for WO approval of the FRN to schedule a new date

for the sale. Once the FRN has cleared WO review, MTSO will coordinate with

applicant to schedule a new date. MTSO is now targeting September if the FRN
is published in time to complete a required 30-day posting in the SO prior to the

sale.

 This competitive sale is being held in response to a lease by application filed by
the Falkirk Mining Company. The 320-acre tract, located in McLean County,

North Dakota, contains an estimated 2.2 million tons of Federal in-place coal

reserves.

o Notice of Invitation to Participate; Coal Exploration License Application WYW185631,
Wyoming: BLMR001657

 Status: with WO-630, hard copy printed for DeVito, waiting for surname

 Summary: Pursuant to the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as amended by the
Federal Coal Leasing Amendments Act of 1976, and to Bureau of Land

Management (BLM) regulations, all interested parties are hereby invited to

participate with Bridger Coal Company on a pro rata cost-sharing basis, in its
program for the exploration of coal deposits owned by the United States of

America in Sweetwater County, Wyoming.

o Notice of Proposed Class II Reinstatement of Terminated Oil and Gas Leases, Utah:

BLMR001681
 Status: with WO-630, needs to be surnamed by DeVito

 Summary: The leases terminated due to failure to pay yearly rent on time, this

action will reinstate the leases.
o Notice of Availability Draft Supplemental EIS, Environmental Impact Report & Draft

Land Use Plan Amend for Palen Solar Photovoltaic Project: BLMR001655

 Status: with ASLM

 Summary: This notice initiates a 90-day public comment period on the Draft
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)/Environmental Impact

Report (EIR). Different configurations and technologies for the Palen solar

project have been considered in two previous NEPA documents: first in 2009 for
the Palen Solar Power Project (a solar trough project), and second in 2013 for the

Palen Solar Electric Generating Station (a solar power tower project). Both were

ultimately withdrawn by their developers, and EDF Renewable Energy acquired
the project in late 2015.

o Notice of Availability Final EIS Gold Bar Mine, Nevada: BLMR001668 

 Status: with ASLM

 Summary: Needs to publish on or before August 25th, MMI would like to begin
construction of facilities by late September, if not sooner, to beat winter weather,

which comes earlier than normal due to the high elevation of the project site.

 Associate Deputy Secretary Meeting Preparation: 

o Sagebrush Focal Areas
o Critical Minerals Roundtable

o Mitigation

o NPR-A
o Eastern Interior
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 CEMEX

o To confirm approach and received formal approval from ASLM on whether to stay the

IBLA proceedings pending settlement negotiations 
o In August 2015, the BLM rescinded two mineral materials sales contracts issued to

CEMEX for sand and gravel development in Soledad Canyon outside of Santa Clarita,

CA due to CEMEX’s failure to take necessary actions to fulfill the terms of the contracts

during the prior 15 years. CEMEX appealed this decision to IBLA and requested a stay of
BLM’s decision.  In November 2015, IBLA granted in part and denied in part the stay

request.  The IBLA preliminarily decided that CEMEX breached both contracts by failing

to make payments in lieu of production but also indicated that BLM failed to provide
notice and opportunity to correct the breaches.  Therefore, the IBLA indicated that it

would likely set aside BLM’s decision with regard to the second contract.  With regard to

the first contract, however, the IBLA indicated that it would likely affirm BLM’s
decision because it expired at the end of its 10 year period (in 2010).  The appeal has

been before the IBLA since October 2016.  In May 2017, CEMEX’s counsel met with

BLM CA and the Regional Solicitor to discuss the potential for settlement of the case

through rescission of the 2015 decision. SOL and DOJ seek BLM and ASLM approval to
stay the on-going IBLA proceeding in order to initiate settlement negotiations with

CEMEX. 

 ASLM Status Check

o Interior Department's Comments on EPA’s Proposed Financial Responsibility
Requirements Under CERCLA § 108(b): BLM0011079

 Status: with ASLM-Rich 

 Summary: On December 1, 2016, the Administrator of Environmental
Protection Agency signed the proposed rule entitled "Financial Responsibility

Requirements Under CERCLA § 108(b) for Classes of Facilities in the Hardrock

Mining Industry". The comment period ended on July 11, 2017; however, as this

is a significant rule, OMB will share the Department's comments with EPA
outside of the comment period.

o Nat'l. Public Lands Day 2017: Saturday, 9/30/17 – DOI leadership attendance

o BLM’s Top Priorities–assignment from Associate Deputy Secretary
 Went to Rich on 7/27, waiting to hear back or get further guidance

o Draft Report on Energy Independence under E.O. 13783

 Narrative & spread sheet went to Rich on 7/20, follow up to see if ASLM has

additional edits or if it’s been submitted
o Sabinoso Land Donation: BLM0010930

 Seeking guidance and approval from political team to move forward

 Discussion/resolution of any questions ASLM or Downey may have
 

IV. Priority Items with ASLM: (Items in blue font require the template for ROD’s and other Decision

Documents) (excluding energy and mineral related) 

 
1. Notice of Application for Withdrawal, Notice of Public Meeting, and Extension of

Public Comment Period for Proposed Withdrawal in the Methow Valley; Washington:

BLMR001550

 Status: with ASLM

 Summary: A Notice of Proposed Withdrawal was published in the Federal

Register on 12/10/2016 for National Forest System lands located in the Methow

Valley, Okanagan National Forest.  The purpose of the withdrawal is to protect

the area while Congress considers legislation to permanently withdraw the lands
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and to protect the value of ecological and recreational resources of the Methow

Valley.  This notice announces the action, the logistics of a public meeting to be
held, and reopens the comment period until 6/30/2017.

2. Final Idaho Statewide Supplementary Rules: BLMR001486 

 Status: with ASLM

 Summary: The supplementary rules will provide for more effective enforcement

of recreation-related regulations, improve consistency, and enhance public safety

and resource protection.  These rules cover hunting blinds, litter, burning or
disposal of materials containing metal hardware, public nudity, and motor vehicle

use.

3. Notice of Intent to Prepare a DRAFT Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for
the Proposed United States Gypsum Company Expansion/Modernization Project,

Imperial County, California: BLMR001217

 Status: with ASLM

 Summary: The BLM is announcing the beginning of a public comment period

on a new supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The
Supplemental EIS will analyze potential alternatives, update technical

information from the 2008 EIS, and incorporate the U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers as a partner agency.

4. Notice of Availability of a Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Greater
Chapita Wells Natural Gas Infill Project, Uintah County, Utah: BLMR001514

 Status: with ASLM

 Summary: This notice will initiate a 45-day public comment period on the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).  The DEIS analyzes EOG Resources

Inc's (EOG) proposal to further develop their valid existing leases in the existing
Greater Chapita Wells area, approx 25 miles south of Vernal UT.

5. 2019 Legislative Proposals: BLM0011696

 Status: with ASLM

 Summary: The legislative proposals are being considered for inclusion in the

2019 President's budget. The proposals include language for new legislation, as
well as the reauthorization of existing legislation.

6. Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement for the Alkali Creek

Reservoir Project, Big Horn County, Wyoming: BLMR001498

 Status: with ASLM

 Summary: The Wyoming Water Development Office (WWDO) proposes to

construct a reservoir near Hyattville, Wyoming.  The BLM intends to prepare an
EIS to support the decision making for the proposed Alkali Creek Reservoir

Project and conduct a public scoping period to seek input on the preliminary

issues identified regarding this proposal.
7. FY 2018 BUDGET - CAPABILITY STATEMENT: BLM0011651

 Status: with ASLM

 Summary: 8/16 surnamed by Rich

8. Notice of Public Meeting, Boise District Resource Advisory Council, Idaho:

BLMR001654

 Status: with ASLM-Rich

 Summary: Must publish by August 24th! The notice announces 2 meetings, one

on Sept. 14th and the other on Nov. 17th
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9. Notice of Public Meeting, Idaho Falls District Resource Advisory Council and Idaho:

BLMR001652

 Status: with ASLM-Rich

 Summary: Must publish by August 22nd! The BLM Idaho Falls District RAC

and Recreation RAC will meet Sept. 12th and 13th in Pocatello, Idaho.  The

meeting on the 13th will include a field trip to a phosphate mine on Federal land.

10. 30-day Notice of BLM Twins Falls Resource Advisory Committee

meeting:BLMR001639

 Status: with ASLM-Rich

 Summary: Must publish -nlt- 08.25.2017 to meet 30-day requirement - 08.27

falls on a Sunday. Meeting on Sept. 27

 

V.   Items incoming to ASLM: (Items in blue font require the template for ROD’s and other Decision
Documents)

o Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Lin:BLMR001401

 Status: with DD-POL

 Summary: review of updated ROD, Appendix, and Memo. Then will be sent to

ASLM

o FY 2016 Annual Report to Congress on Helium Stewardship Act of 2013: BLM0009754

Annual Helium Report of 2015: BLMC000011

 Status: with DD-POL

 Summary: In response to congressional direction in Public Law 113-40, the

Helium Stewardship Act of 2013 (HSA).  This report provides a general status of
the BLM’s implementation of the HSA’s requirements; addresses the financial

reporting requirements of the HSA, including revenue generated from helium

sales; and details of the related GAO review of the BLM’s implementation of the
HSA.  

o OIG/GAO Closures: 

 Request to Close Rec. 2 in report (2016-WR-07) Referral of Mgmt. Advisory -

BLM's Wild Horse & Burro Program is not Maximizing Efficiencies or
Complying with Federal Regulations: BLM0010933

i. Status: with ASLM

ii. Summary: Request to Close Rec. 2 in report (2016-WR-07) Referral of

Mgmt. Advisory - BLM's Wild Horse & Burro Program is not
Maximizing Efficiencies or Complying with Federal Regulations

 Closure Request Recommendation 4 in the OIG Report, BLM's Geothermal

Resources Management (CR-EV-BLM-0004-2012): BLM0010177

i. Status: with DD-POS
ii. Summary: Closure Request Recommendation 4 in the OIG Report,

Bureau of Land Management's Geothermal Resources Management (CR-

EV-BLM-0004-2012)

 Closure Request - 5 OIG recommendations in 2015-EAU-037 report:

BLM0011556

i. Status: with WO-301

ii. Summary: Request to Close Recommendations 1 through 5 in the Office

of Inspector General Final Report, "Inspection Report - The Bureau of
Land Management's Determination Processes for Wind Energy Projects

Proposed on Public Lands" (Report No. 2015-EAU-037)
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  Request to Close Recommendations 4 and 5 in GAO-15-520 - Renewable

Energy: BLM Has Limited Assurance that Wind and Solar Projects are

Adequately Bonded: BLM0010139
i. Status: with DD-POL

ii. Summary: Request to Close Recommendations 4 and 5 in GAO-15-520

- Renewable Energy: BLM Has Limited Assurance that Wind and Solar

Projects are Adequately Bonded
o Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement for the Leavitt Reservoir

Expansion Project, Big Horn County, Wyoming: BLMR001293

 Status: with DD-POL

 Summary: Department deadline to receive final package re: Leg proposals from

BLM (via WO 800/Budget) is August 18. The legislative proposals are being
considered for inclusion in the 2019 President's budget. The proposals include

language for new legislation, as well as the reauthorization of existing legislation.

o Call for Nominations and Applications, North Slope Science Initiative, Science Technical
Advisory Panel, Alaska: BLMR001568

 Status: with DD-POL

 Summary: The NSSI announces a call for nominations and applications to serve

a 3-year term on the 15-member Science Technical Advisory Panel.  The panel

meets three times per year to develop advice and recommendations concerning

the coordination of monitoring and research activities related to energy
development on Alaska’s North Slope. Such coordination is important for

reducing the costs of operating on the North Slope and in the adjacent marine

environments through combining efforts and maximizing efficiencies.
o Notice of Availability Craters of the Moon Monument Management Plan Amendment

and Record of Decision: BLMR001685

 Status: with DD-POL

 Summary: Court-ordered TIME SENSITIVE Decision, see DCN 11498 in DTS

BLM-General Database for underlying decision document; comm plan & news
release are also uploaded there.

 Decision amends the Monument Management Plan for Craters of the Moon

National Monument for livestock grazing and Greater sage-grouse protection

measures; Notice will publish *after* the ROD is signed

o Notice of Public Meetings for the southeast Oregon Resource Advisory Council and
Lands with Wilderness Characteristics Subcommittee: BLMR001672

 Status: with DD-POL

 Summary: Lands with Wilderness Characteristics Subcomittee meet Thursday,

September 14, 2017 and October 6, 2017. The full Southeast Oregon RAC will

hold a public meeting Monday and Tuesday, October 16 and 17, 2017
o Notice of Subcommittee meeting for the Steens Mountain Advisory

Council:BLMR001689

 Status: with DD-POL

 Summary: The SMAC will hold a public meeting on Thursday, September 21,

2017, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Pacific Daylight Time, and Friday, September 22,
2017 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
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