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DAILY COMMUNICATIONS REPORT

TO: White House Cabinet Affairs Communications

FROM: Heather Swift & Laura Rigas

SUBJECT: Communications Update

 

Inquiries

 

·         EE News - REQUEST – The Omnibus bill includes language barring cabinet
secretaries from using taxpayer dollars to commission painted portraits. Does Secretary
Zinke agree or does he have plans for his portrait to be photographed? – RESPONSE –
“Secretary Zinke is only 61 days into his tenure and is focusing his attention on
delivering real results to the American people.”

 

·         Morning Consult – REQUEST – Asked for the “hard and fast final list” of what
the department has decided to review. Asked for confirmation that Katahdin Woods
would not be reviewed. Asked to confirm statements made by the Secretary to a Maine
resident who helped establish the monument.  – RESPONSE – Stated we don’t have a
“hard and fast final list” and referenced the previous list circulated as a list of DOI-
managed monuments that were designated with the Antiquities Act as of 1/1/1996 that
are 100,000 acres or more. Reiterated no decisions have been made about any
monument, it’s a thoughtful and deliberative process, and we will have more to
announce in the coming weeks.
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·         A number of inquiries asking for the two press releases we issued (see below)

 

Top Stories

 

·         Washington Times: Zinke OpEd: An ‘America First’ energy policy holds 3
powerful benefits

·         Houston Chronicle: Interior secretary calls for U.S. to dominate global energy

·         Morning Consult: No One’s Saying Which National Monuments Interior Is
Reviewing

·         Washington Examiner: Interior Department appoints top energy adviser

 

Top Issues and Accomplishments

 

·         TODAY: Secretary Zinke traveled to Houston to speak at the Offshore Technology
Conference where he signed two secretarial orders following POTUS EO on offshore. The
Orders 1. Direct a new 5-year plan for offshore energy and 2. Establishes a new position at
Interior to oversee energy portfolio (Vincent DeVito)

 

·         TOMORROW: Secretary Zinke will speak at the Tribal Energy Summit hosted by DOE at
the JW Marriott in DC

 

·         FYI: The U.S. Geological Survey will release a new report on “critical minerals” noting
that the U.S. is 100% reliant on China for about half of all “critical minerals” and is reliant on
Russia and Canada for many others. This could be a strong America First opportunity. We are
working to ID messaging opportunities with upcoming rollout.

 

·         STILL AROUND: Secretaries Zinke, Carson, Chao, and DeVos will be profiled in
Washington Post for the transition of power. Currently working with Juliet Elperin to shape
the story. She is taking a lot of what we have to offer. Publishing next week.
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-
Heather Swift
Department of the Interior 
@DOIPressSec 
Heather_Swift@ios.doi.gov l Interior_Press@ios.doi.gov 
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TO: White House Cabinet Affairs Communications 
FROM: Heather Swift & Laura Rigas  
SUBJECT: Communications Update  
 
Inquiries 
 

• EE News - REQUEST – The Omnibus bill includes language barring cabinet secretaries 
from using taxpayer dollars to commission painted portraits. Does Secretary Zinke agree 
or does he have plans for his portrait to be photographed? – RESPONSE – “Secretary 
Zinke is only 61 days into his tenure and is focusing his attention on delivering real 
results to the American people.” 
 

• Morning Consult – REQUEST – Asked for the “hard and fast final list” of what the 
department has decided to review. Asked for confirmation that Katahdin Woods would 
not be reviewed. Asked to confirm statements made by the Secretary to a Maine resident 
who helped establish the monument.  – RESPONSE – Stated we don’t have a “hard and 
fast final list” and referenced the previous list circulated as a list of DOI-managed 
monuments that were designated with the Antiquities Act as of 1/1/1996 that are 100,000 
acres or more. Reiterated no decisions have been made about any monument, it’s a 
thoughtful and deliberative process, and we will have more to announce in the coming 
weeks.  

 
• A number of inquiries asking for the two press releases we issued (see below) 

 
Top Stories 
 

• Washington Times: Zinke OpEd: An ‘America First’ energy policy holds 3 powerful 
benefits 

• Houston Chronicle: Interior secretary calls for U.S. to dominate global energy 
• Morning Consult: No One’s Saying Which National Monuments Interior Is Reviewing 
• Washington Examiner: Interior Department appoints top energy adviser 

 
Top Issues and Accomplishments  
 

• TODAY: Secretary Zinke traveled to Houston to speak at the Offshore Technology 
Conference where he signed two secretarial orders following POTUS EO on offshore. 
The Orders 1. Direct a new 5-year plan for offshore energy and 2. Establishes a new 
position at Interior to oversee energy portfolio (Vincent DeVito) 

 
• TOMORROW: Secretary Zinke will speak at the Tribal Energy Summit hosted by DOE 

at the JW Marriott in DC 
 

• FYI: The U.S. Geological Survey will release a new report on “critical minerals” noting 
that the U.S. is 100% reliant on China for about half of all “critical minerals” and is 
reliant on Russia and Canada for many others. This could be a strong America First 
opportunity. We are working to ID messaging opportunities with upcoming rollout.  
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• STILL AROUND: Secretaries Zinke, Carson, Chao, and DeVos will be profiled in 
Washington Post for the transition of power. Currently working with Juliet Elperin to 
shape the story. She is taking a lot of what we have to offer. Publishing next week.  
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