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(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF POSITION.—...the Secretary may
establish in the Department the position of Under Secretary
for Indian Affairs, who shall report directly to the Secretary.

(b) APPOINTMENT.—...shall be appointed by the President,
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate.

(c) DUTIES.—In addition to any other duties directed by the
Secretary, the Under Secretary shall—

(1) coordinate with [OST] to ensure an orderly transition of
the functions of [OST] to one or more appropriate agencies,
offices, or bureaus within the Department...;

(2) to the maximum extent practicable, supervise and
coordinate activities and policies of the BIA with activities
and policies of— [BoR, BLM, ONRR, NPS, and FWS]; and

(3) provide for regular consultation with Indians and Indian
tribes that own interests in trust resources and trust fund
accounts.
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(d) PERSONNEL PROVISIONS.—

(1) APPOINTMENTS.—The Under Secretary may appoint and
fix the compensation of such officers and employees as the
Under Secretary determines to be necessary to carry out any
function transferred under this section.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—Except as otherwise provided by law—

(A) any officer or employee described in paragraph (1) shall
be appointed in accordance with the civil service laws;

(B) the compensation of such an officer or employee shall be
fixed in accordance with title 5, United States Code; and

(C) in appointing or otherwise hiring any employee, the
Under Secretary shall give preference to Indians
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