
United Scates Deparrmenc of the lnrcrior 
O H ICE OF TH I· ~ECRET:\RY 

The I lonorabh: Rick Perry 
Go\'emor 
Ollke of the Cio\'ernor 
The State of Texas 
P.O. Box 12418 
Austin. Texas 7871 I 

Dear Cio\'ernor Perr~ : 

Washingron. [)(.' 20240 

OCT 1? 2008 

Thank you for your letter of September 9, 2008. to Secretary of the Interior Kempthnrnc. 
appro\'ing the acquisition of an additional 924 acres to be managed as part ufthc Trinit~ Ri\er 
r-.;a1ional Wildlife Refuge (Refuge). The Secretary has asked that I respond directly t(): 1n1. 

Your appro,·al of the acquisition of 924 acres to he added to the Refuge with funds prm idcd b~ 
the Migratory Bird Commission is greatly appreciated. The Refuge was established in I 1J1J4 !1\ 

proh:ct a remnant of the bottomland hardwood forest ecosystem along the Trin ity Rh er. ·1 he 
Refuge cum:ntly occupies 23.000 acres and with additions. such as the one recent I: apprm cJ. 
will continue to grow and to pro,·ide additional quality hunting. fishing. and wildlife 
conscn ·ation opportunities to the residents of Texas. 

The l J.S. Fish and Wildlife! Scn·ice (Service) acknowledges your concerns regarding the 
establishment of the Neches Ri\'cr :-.!ational Wildlife Refuge. We appreciate your desire: 111 
ensure coordination between the Scn·ice and the State of Texas and look fon,·ard to \\l1rl-.. in!,! on 
items of mutual concern. It is the intention of the Service to continue to coordinatl.! full~ "i1h the 
Slat~ nn such items. 

Thank you for your support. If you have any additional questions or comments please 1.h1 lllll 
hesitate to contact me or Dale Hall. Director. L'..S. Fish and Wildlife Service at 202-208--fil 7. 

s:ncr b-tv 
l.~~vertv ~ 
A:~~tt Secretary torY.1sh 
and Wildlife and Parks 



RICK PERRY 

CO VERNOR 

September 9, 2008 

The Honorable Dirk Kempthome 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Secretary Kempthome: 

RECEIVED 
·20oa SEP 11 PM 12: 20 

OFFICE OF THE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIA.T 

l am pleased to approve the acquisition of an additional 924 acres to be managed as a part of the 
Trinity River National Wildlife Refuge. This wiJl undoubtedly provide more recreational and 
hunting opportunities while further protecting migratory bird habitat. I appreciate the close 
working relationship the Migratory Bird Conservation Commission has developed and 
maintained with the State of Texas for each of these acquisitions. 

I must, however, register my displeasure about the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service' s Jack of 
coordination and Jack of acknowledgement of the State of Texas' sovereignty in the creation of 
the Neches River National Wildlife Refuge. As with most of the United States, we'face myriad 
challenges in addressing current and future water needs in Texas. Arbitrary decisions made by 
federal agencies that directly affect Texas' water supply for her citizens are irresponsible and can 
be detrimental to future planning. 

As we move forward, I respectfully request the consideration of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service on any new designations. I hope the relationship the Migratory Bird Commission has 
developed and fostered with Texas will serve as an example for the U.S. Fish and.Wildlife 
Service in the future. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

RP:tbp 

,· .. - -·- .... _. ,. ,._, .... .. - ..... .. - - .. , ..... -.··- ··-



United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THF SECRETARY 

The I lonorabk Rick Perry 
Go\'l!mor 
Ollkc of the Govi:mor 
The! State of Texas 
P.O. Oox 12428 
Austin. Texas 7871 1 

Oear <iovernor Perry: 

Washingr,1n. DC .!0240 

OCT 1 ., 20tIB 

Thank you for your letter of September 9, 2008. to Secretary of the Interior KcmpthMn,:. 
approving the acquisition of an additional 924 acres to be managed as part of thc Trinit:, Ri\L·r 
l'\ational Wildlife Refuge (Refuge). The Secretary has asked that I respond directly 1(1 y1HL 

Your appro\'a) of the acquisition of 924 acres to he added to the Refuge with funds prm idi:d h:, 
thi: Migratory Bird Commission is greatly appreciated. The Refuge was established in I lllJ4 to 
protect a remnant of the bottom land hardwood fores t ecosystem along the Trinity Rhw. Thc 
Refuge currently occupies 23.000 acres and with additions. such as the one n:ccntl:, apprm cJ . 
wi ll continue to grow and to pro,·ide additional quality hunting, fi shing. and wildl itc 
eonscrrntion opportunities to the residents of Texas. 

The lJ.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) acknowledges your concerns regardi ng thc 
establishment of the Neches Ri\'cr !\lational Wildlife Refuge. We appreciate your dcsirc t 11 

ensure coordination between the Scr\'ice and the State of Texas and look forward to ,,orking lm 
items of mutual concern. It is the intention of the Service to continue to coordinate full:, with th~ 
State nn such itl!nls. 

Thank you for your support. If you have any additional questions or comments please <fo not 
hesitate to contact me or Dale Hall. Director. U.S . Fish and Wildlife Service at 202-208--+ 7 l 7. 

SLcr~ 
Ly~

1
.averty J 

As~~lant Secretary for Fish 
and Wildlife and Parks 
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0FFJCE OF THE GOVERNOR 

April 27, 2001 

...., 
x 0 
M 
n :r:,,, co ;:o The Honorable Gale A. Norton _, ...,, -::, 
-:-q ~:., (Tl 

Secretary of the Interior < - · .. i -, <~) ("') 
U.S. Department of the Interior ( r, ,"Tl C) rr, r~, ::--: 
1849 C Street N.W. ,1··· ::? ·~ 
Washington. D.C. 20240 

.. . -- ~ r i: _,: w :::-, j;, 1 ~ 

:::0 f') 

Dear Secretary Nonon: > -~ 
.._J 

I am writing to express my strong concern about a proposed rule by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) that designates over 600 miles of Texas coastline (and 1,000 miles of coastline 
in other states) as critical habitat for winter forage of the migratory Piping Plover. This 
regulation was initiated 1mder the Clinton Administration and is scheduled for issuance as a final 
rule on April 301h. 

As proposed, this rule will significantly impact the coastal economy of Texas, including real 
estate and tourism development and oil and gas exploration and production. Since many of the 
oil and gas leases along the Gulf Coast benefit the state's Pennanent School Fund, these 
proposed designations will have a significant impact on funding for public school education in 
Texas. 

This rule was proposed without the completion of an economic study, as required by the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA). It does not take into consideration that the ESA already 
provides protection for this species. Nor does it take into account that modifications to most 
coastal areas already require state and federal permits. Moreover. it provides for several broad 
designations that will impact areas along the Texas coastline that are not used for Piping Plover 
forage. 

Finally, while the critical habitat designation for the nesting area of the Great Lakes population 
of the Piping Plover must be issued by April 301h according to a court order, I understand that this 
order docs not require USFWS to make a final designation of critical habitat for wintering Piping 
Plover populatjons for another year. · 

Po<T Oma Box 124211 AU5T11'4, T!XA.S 78711 (512) 463-2000 (VOIQUl(S12H75-3l6S (TDD) 
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For these reasons, I urge you to postpone the final implementation of this rule as it relates to 
wintering Piping Plover populations to allow for further biological and economic studies based 
on sound science. I believe that the additional time afforded under the court order should be 
used to ensure that the conservation plan that is put in place will preserve the winter forage of the 
Piping Plover, recognize the private property rights of Texans, and avoid unnecessarily inhibiting 
economic development and energy production along the Texas coastline. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

RP:tgc 

cc: Mr. Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 

- TOTAL ?AGE.03 ** 
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GOVJ!aNOJl 

The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street N. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Madam Secretary: 

OFFICE OF 1'HE GOVERNOR 

May 23, 2001 

[ recently learned of a project in our state that I believe is worthy of your consideration and support. The 
Capitol Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America (Capitol Area Council) is planning to establish a high 
adventure camp for boys and girls and a conference center on a 4,848 acre tract bequeathed to the Council 
by Mary Lavinia Griffith Sanders. The property, known as the Griffith League Ranch, is located in 
Bastrop County, just east of Austin. In addition to being a beautiful setting for a scout camp and 
conference center, Griffith League Ranch is home to the Houston toad, an endangered species. 

I understand that the Capitol Arca Council has proposed that its project be considered as a candidate for 
your landowner-incentive program. I fully support your decision to provide technical assistance, habitat 
enhancing tools and financial assistance to property owners, making them partners in the management of 
endangered species. I encourage you to give serious consideration to the Council's proposal. I reviewed 
the plan for the use of Griffith League Ranch and was impressed by the commitment to conservation, 
habitat preservation and enhancement, research regarding the species and education. The plan will 
achieve Ms. Sanders' dream for her family' s ranch, providing a wonderful setting for an outdoor learning 
experience in a manner sensitive to the presence of the Houston toad. This is a unique opportunity for our 
state and your agency. This project affords the prospect of fostering an outstanding proposal for the youth 
of cu::- s!atc :n a ~znncr.oons:ist~r..t ..-i.th H1c·OQntinued existence.~f the Houstpr. toad on the property. 

I hope you will have the opportunity to meet with the representatives of the Capitol Area Council to 
discuss their proposal. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

RP:bmw 

~.!t. ... .. 
~ !'IIHV13ij~3S 3t\l1n33X3 

J!:1 .:JO 331.H O 

£Z :9 Wd OC J.VW tO £19911 

cc: Mr. David P. Smith, Special Assistant td]ii}~ ofthe Interior 
Mr. Ray Smith, Scout Executive, Capitol Arca Council and Boy Scouts of America 

POST Oma Box 12428 AL'STIN, TEXAS 78711 (512) 463-2000 (VOICl)/(512) 475-3165 (1DD) 
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The Honorable.Gale A Norton 
· Sccm:ary of the Interior . 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C StrcctN.W. · 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Madam Setrctary: 

0FFI.CE OF THE GOVEllNOl\ 

.May 23, 2001 

I rceently learned of a project in our state that I believe is worthy of your consideration and support The 
capitol Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America (Capitol Area Council) is planning to establish a high 
adventure camp for boys and girls and a conference center on a 4,848 acre tract bequeathed to the Council 
by Mary Lavinia Griffith Sanders. The property, known as the Griffith League Ranch. is located in 
Bastrop Collllty, just east of Austin. In addition to being a -beautiful setting for a scout camp and 

· conference center, Griffith League Ranch is home to the Houston toad, an endangered species. 

I undezstand that the Capitol Area Council has proposed that its project be considered as a candidate for 
your landowner-incentive program. I fully support your decision to provide technical assistance, habitat . 
enhancing tools and financi~ assistance to property ownm. making them partners in the management of 
e.ndanger.ed species. I encourage you to give serious consideration to the Council1s proposal. I reviewed 
the plan for the use of Griffith League Ranch and was impressed by the com:mitment to comcrvation, 
habitat preservation and enhancement, research regarding the species and education. The plan will 
achieve Ms. Sanders' &cam for he:" family's ranch. providing a wond.crful setting for an outdoor learning 
experience in a manner sensitive to the presence of the Houston toad. 'Thi~ is a unique opportunity for our 
state and your agency. This project affords the prospect of fostering an.. outstanding proposal for the youth 
of qur state in a.rr" .. :,;1~ ·cousi.st~t Y.'ith the eoiitinued existenee.of the-Ho~n toad. on:the property: 
. ·.. . . ,: . 

I hope you will have the opportunity to meet with the representatives of the Capitol Area Coun~il to · 
discuss their proposal. 

Sincerely, 

RP:QDJ.W . 

. . co: · .. : ·~ . D~vid P •. Smitll, Special Assi~ t$~~ittie ~tcrior . . . 
·.· : ~-- ·M:r.)~.ay Smith, Scout ll~~tive; ~tol ~ Co:un~-mi4·Boy Scouts pf ~eri~ .· : .·. . . . . . :· . ·. . . ' . 
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Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

THE: SE:CRE:TARY OF TH E: IN TE:R I OR 

WASHINGTON 

DEC 2 8 2001 

Thank you for your May 23, 2001, letter supporting the use of landowner incentive program funds for the 
Capitol Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America's Griffith League Ranch in Bastrop County, Texas. I 
apologize for the delay in this response. 

The Griffith League Ranch is one of the largest, highest-quality tracts of habitat left in Bastrop County 
for the endangered Houston toad. My immediate staff and Fish and Wildlife Service staff had the 
opportunity to meet with representatives of the Capitol Area Council regarding the Griffith League 
Ranch project. We agree that the Council's proposed plan is impressive in its commitment to 
conservation, habitat preservation and enhancement, research, and education. I am pleased to inform you 
that the Fish and Wildlife Service recently awarded the Capitol Area Council a grant of over $260,000 to 
assist in developing a habitat conservation plan for the Griffith League Ranch adventure camp. 

In addition, President Bush recently signed the Interior Appropriations for fiscal year 2002, which 
provides funding for the President' s two new grant programs, the Landowner Incentives Grant Program 
and the Private Stewardship Grant Program. The Landowner Incentives program provides $40 million in 
matching grants, competitively awarded to States, Territories, and Tribes to establish or supplement their 
own landowner incentive programs. Grants are used to provide technical and financial assistance to 
private landowners for the protection and management of habitat for listed, proposed, or candidate 
species, or other at-risk-species, while landowners continue to engage in traditional land use practices. 
The Private Stewardship program provides $10 million on a nationally competitive basis to individuals 
and groups engaged in local, private, and voluntary conservation efforts that benefit federally listed, 
proposed, or candidate species or other at-risk-species. The Boy Scouts may be able to obtain additional 
financial assistance through one of these grant programs for additional funding for conservation actions 
on the Griffith League Ranch. The Service will be distributing information about these two new grant 
programs in the future . 

I appreciate your interest in this project and commend the Boy Scouts of America for their commitment 
to the conservation of endangered species. If you have any additional concerns about this matter, please 
contact the Service's Assistant Director for Endangered Species, Mr. Gary Frazer, at 202-208-4646. 

Sincerely, 

Gale A. Norton 



0fFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

BICK PElUl"I' 

GOVEJINOll 

The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
United Stales Department of Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Madam Secretary: 

October 8, 2001 
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As you know, in Texas we have tried to forge new, improved relationships between landowners and the 
US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS). We have made some progress but that process seems to have 
halted at least for the time being. 

One recent concern deals with the biological opinion issuod by the USFWS regarding the Barton Springs 
Salamander. We do not believe that this opinion was subjected to competent peer review or scrutiny at 
the national level within your agency. The concerns that have been raised by many concerned landowners 
have to do with the scientific basis for this opinion. We would ask that your office carefully review this 
opinion. Landowners could face possible restrictions on their use of land based on USFWS claims about 
water quality issues that have not been connected to direct harm of endangered species. 

An additional concern we have is with the relationship among landowners, agriculture and USFWS 
centers around Texas' extraordinarily successful volunteer cowbird-trapping program to reduce cowbird 
parasitism on both endangered and declining songbird species, including the black-capped vireo. This 
program has been a national model, demonstrating how landowners, biologists and birders from very 
diverse backgrounds, can achieve appropriate, workable solutions. 

We were, therefore, ciiscurbl:<i to learn fua~ the mai(eup· of the rci,·ived bl&;k-capped ~ reo recover;y' team 
appointed by USFWS does not reflect the true constituency and partnership of this ·essential effort. In 
fact, a number-of individuals who have been instrumental in this overall effort from the start have not 
been included, whereas several appointed to this recovery team by USFWS have not been involved. To 
be successful, the new recovery team needs to be diverse and representative of the Texas stakeholders. 

We are only writing to express our concerns and believe that solutions reached in a fair, objective manner 
are the best solutions. We appreciate your attention to tlus matter and look forward to working with you 
on a solution. 

~~ 
Susan Combs 

Governor Com.missioner of Agriculture 

Po,,-r 0Pl"1CI: Box 12428 A\.~1lll, TllXAS 78711 (51 2)463-2000 (V01Ce)/(512) 47>-3165 (TDD} 
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The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the lnterior 
United States Department of lnteri01 
l 849 C Street, N.W. 
Washin~ton, D.C. 20240 

Dear Madam Secretary : 

October 8, 2001 
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As you know. in 1 exas we have 1ried 10 forge new, improved relationships between iandowners and the 
US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS). We have made some progress but that process seems to have 
halted at least for the time being. 

One recent concern deals with the biological opinion issued by the USFWS regarding the Barton Springs 
Salamander. We do not believe that this opinion was subjected 10 competent peer review or scrutiny at 
the national level within your agency. The concerns tr.at have bt'-en raised by many concerned landowners 
have to do with the scientific basis for this opinion. We would ask that your office carefully review trus 
opinion. Landowners could face possible restrictions on their USl' of land based on l!SFWS claims about 
wa,er quality issues that have not been connected to direct harm of endangered species. 

An additional concern we have is with the relationship among landowners, agriculture and USFWS 
centers around Texas' extraordinarily rnccessful volunteer cowbircl.-trapping program to reduce cowbird 
parasitism on both endangered and declining songbird species, including the black-capped vireo. This 
program has been a national model, demonstrating how landowners, biologists and birders from very 
diverse backgrounds, can achieve appropriate, workable solutions. 

We ,,,:ere, tilerdore, oisrnrbt:d to jeam 1i1a1 ihe mai,.eup uf 1i1e re, ivc.d biz.;k-~apped vireo recov~ry 11::an, 
appointed by USFWS does not reflect the true constituency and partnership of this essential effort. In 
fact, a number -0f individuals who have been instrumental in this overall effort from the start have not 
been included, whereas several appointed to this recovery team by USFWS have not been involved. To 
be successful, the new recovery 1eam needs to be diverse and repre5entative of the Texas stakeholders. 

We are only writing to express our cone.ems and belieYe that solutions reached in a fair, objective manner 
are the best solutions. We appreciate your attention to ·this maner and look forward to working with you 
on a solution. 

~~ 
Susan Combs 

Governor Commissioner of Agriculture 

Po.q O FFICE Box 12428 Al'mi<. Ttiw 7871J (512)463·2000 IV01cr)/(512) 475·316S(TDD • 



Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 7871 I 

Dear Governor Perry: 

THE SECRETARY OF' THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

JAN 1 5 2002 

Thank you for your October 8, 2001, Jener regarding the draft biological opinion issued by the 
Fish and Wildlife Service to the Environmental Protection Agency to evaluate the effects of their 
general construction permit on listed species in Texas and for your comments on the 
composition of the recently assembled recovery team for the black-capped vireo. J apologize for 
the delay in responding to you. 

J appreciate your concern that the Service's draft biological opinion on the effects of the 
Environmental Protection Agency's general construction pennit on the Barton Springs 
salamander reflect the best available science and information. The draft opinion has been 
reviewed by both the Service's regional and national staff and the Service continues to work 
with the EPA to address issues associated with the draft. One of the Service's most experienced 
managers, Mr. Dale Hall, is now Acting Regional Director for the Service's Southwest Region. 
Mr. Hall has been made aware of the priority to finalize the Barton Springs consultation, and has 
been asked to work with you, the EPA and others to resolve the outstanding Barton Springs 
salamander issues. 

The Service also is committed to having a diversity of views represented on its recovery teams. 
ln June 2001, a group of individuals was invited to serve on the Black-Capped Vireo Recovery 
Team. Some of these individuals were asked to serve on the Recovery Team's Technical 
Subcommittee to provide expertise on the biology and ecology of the vireo and its habitat. 
Others were invited to serve on the Team's Stakeholder Subcomminee to provide expertise on 
the socio-economic aspects of the plan and the feasibi lity and appropriateness of recommended 
recovery tasks. 

Since the initial meeting of the Recovery Team on August 21, 2001, the Service has expanded its 
efforts to further diversify the team's membership to ensure that the new recovery plan will be 
representative of and responsive to the views of local communities and our conservation 
partners. In October 2001 , the membership of the team was broadened by extending invitations 
to representatives from the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Texas Wildlife Association, 
The Nature Conservancy of Texas, Texas Audubon Society, Texas Farm Bureau, and Central 
Texas Cattleman's Association. The Texas Farm Bureau specifically requested that Dr. Wal1ace 
Klussmann, Mr. Steve Bauer, Dr. Pat Reardon, and Mr. Steve Manning be invited to join the 



Honorable Rick Perry 

recovery team. Invitations to join the team were extended to those four gentlemen; all have 
accepted the invitation. This will bring the number of stakeholders on the team to 14, with a 
total of 27 team members. The next meeting, scheduled for January 16, 2002, will be the first 
oppor1unity for the entire team to meet and work together. Enclosed please find a list of the 
Black-Capped Vireo Recovery Team members. 

2 

J commend your State's efforts to conserve endangered and declining songbird species and agree 
that the Texas program serves as a national model for how landowners, biologists, and birders of 
diverse backgrounds can achieve workable solutions. Without question, conservation reached 
through communication and cooperation is the best solution. If you need any further assistance 
on this matter, please contact Mr. Dale Hall, the Service's Acting Southwest Regional Director, 
at (505) 248-6910. 

Sincerely, 

Gale A. Norton 

Enclosure 



BLACK-CAPPED VIREO RECOVERY TEAM 

TECHNICAL SUBCOMMITTEE: 

Name Entity /1 n t er est Expertise 

John Cornelius Ft. Hood bird biologist/habitat expert 

Tim Hayden USCOE-CERL ornithological researcher 

Joe Grzybowski Sam Noble Oklahoma field expertise 
Museum 

Bill Annstrong TPWD, Kerr WMA ag/habitat manipulation 

Jeff Hatfield Paruxent statistician/modeling 

Christina Longacre USFWS lead for species 

Dave Diamond Missouri. Resource habitat expert 
Assessment Partnership 

Chuck Sexton BCNWR bird/habitat expert 

Doug Slack (Leader) Texas A&M bird biologist 

Frank Thompson U.S. Forest Service cowbird expert 

Stanley Temple Univ. Wisconsin modeling - participation 
uncertain 

Margaret Brittingham Penn State University cowbird expert -
participation uncertain 

STAKEHOLDER SUBCOMMITTEE: 

Name Entity/Jnterest Expertise 

Clay Jones Jones North Ranch ag economics 

Donald Neal Neal Ranch cattle operations 

Deidre Heisler TPWD recreation within preserves 

Todd Janssen Del Webb Sun City developer 

Mel Hinson City of Austin P ARD worked on BCP 

Bebe Fenstennaker Citizen landowner with birds 



David Wolfe Environmental Defense non-profit, incentive-based 
conservation 

Paul Robertson TPWD representative for TPWD 
BCV researchers 

Pat Reardon Texas Wildlife Association representative for TWA 

Terry Austin Audubon Society representative for Texas 
chapter 

Wallace Klussmann Texas Farm Bureau representing TFB 

Stephen Bauer Texas Farm Bureau representing TFB 

Steve Manning Central TX Cattlemen's representative for CTCA 
Assoc. 

Gary Amand TNC Central Texas Program 
Manager (replacing Jeff 
Weigel at request of TNC) 

William Burman City of San Antonio participation uncertain 



OF F I CE OF THE GOV E RNOR 

RJCK PERJlY 

GOVEllNOa 

April 30, 2002 

The Honorable Christine Todd Whitman 
Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Administrator Whitman and Secretary Norton': 

I understand that the U.S. Department'of Interior and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency are , 
current! y considering a request by the Siate of Chihuahua and their consultants to fund the Rio Conchas 
Watershed Management Project. On behalf of the State of Texas, I strongly urge that you deny any 
request for funding until Mexico, .specifically the State of Chihuahua, meets its obligation to provide 1.5 

. rr-.illion acre-feet of water in complianc~ with the 1944 Wate:· Treaty. 

Although the concept paper for the Rio Conchas Watershed Management Project states that "almost 
one-third of the Conchas' waters have been dedicated by Mexico to cover part of the quota committed 
by the International Treaty of 1944 with the USA," the proposal ironically gives no indication that a goal 
of this project will be to ensure the delivery of water owed by Mexico to the U.S. or that the treaty 
obligations will be incorporated into the management model. 

Funding this request while Mexico is stm far behind in its water treaty obligations would be adding 
insult to real economic injµr.y to the citizens,._farmers, and ranchers of South Texas. 

1VJ8'9'I3H33S 3AllO:>.:sX3 
. 3Hl JO 381.:1.:10 
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The Honorable Christine Todd Whitman 
The Honorable Gale A. North 
April 30, 2002 
Page 2 

Current studies show Mexico's noncompliance with the treaty has resulted in the loss of 30,000 
jobs and a negative impact of $1 billion on Texas' economy. I respectfully request that the federal 
government refrain from funding this project and notify Mexico that it will be reconsidered when the 
treaty issues are substantially addressed. These actions will help amplify America's commitment to 
resolving this treaty violation and getting needed and long over due water to the citizens of Texas. 

RP:tgk 

cc: The Honorable George W. Bush 
The Honorable Paul H. O'Neill, Secretary of the Treasury, Department of the Treasury 
The Honorable Gwyn Shea, Secretary of State 
Texas Congressional Delegation Members 
Mr. Otto Reich, Assistant Secretary of State, U.S. Department of State 
Mr. Dennis Linksey, Border Coordinator, Office of Mexican Affairs, U.S. Department of State 
Mr. Carlos Ramirez, U.S. Commissioner, International Boundary and Water Commission 
Ms. Judith E. Ayres, Assistant Administrator for International Activities, Environmental Protection Agenc) 
Mr. Gregg Cooke, Regional Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
Mr. Raul Rodriguez, Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer, North American Development Bank 
Mr. Fernando Macias, General Manager, Border Environment Cooperation Commission 
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Secretary Oak \',J1 t .:, n 
United Stnks ll·:·p.1rtr11<) 1lt of the lnr,•dor 
1849 C St, ;( \V 
Washjngton. nc :!n2.1n 

\ '/c .iprreciate your balanced ~ind reason.able response 10 the s;i fety concerns raised by trl<:: 
. ·~cent National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) review 0f firefighting aircraft. 

D:l.Scd on the NTSB 's finding that there is no effective mechnnism in place to certify the 
.;:,foty of these planes, we unde.rstand the decision to te.nnin::ite the use oflo.rge, fixed
\ving ,,ir tankers for the remainder of the 2004 fire season. After the tragic 2002 fire 
~e:1::on where airtanker crashes kjlJed 5 firenghters, the .fe(kral r,ovcrnment shon1d tah 
.ill n'!ces5:l.!'J steps to ensure tJ1e sa.foty of the men and w omea who risk their Jives 
li:~hti11g tires . Moreover, it is essential to mitigate any risk tht:~c planes might pose to the 
i.111blic, particularly since t:mkt:rs may he called on to fly n e:ir urb:m area.s . 

• \s you know, the:.~ uircr.i.tl were an important part of a fir<.: suppression srrategy 1hat 
r~·lie:; on ·initial attnck to ple\o·cnt small fire starts from bccorniug largt-scale event:, that 
tltn::~,ten pcopJc, pr('lpt:.rty and uur C'nvironment. That's '.\'hy we :1pprc.:ci~tc tht.: 
Admi ni :; tra.tion 's :,wift onf~u i11r, dt.:ployment of repl.iccmcat rt::$o tJrC<:S, p:irtk11larly tlic u:,c:-. 
, ,f modi fiecl C-1 JO aircraft, he:ivy and medium lift h elicopt,:r::, ;ind siQgle e11g.inc u 11.h :c;; 
(S [A TS) . 

. \ r:1;1id rc:spnnst: .is critic:11 to ior.11ring that small fire<; are. ,p 11 ckly cxt ing1Hshcd lie li:ni.>: 
ll1<!Y g ruw difficult to control, anrl we urge you to comi.nne yonr efforts 10 de-ploy thi:s.: 
.,nr.l ,) t her rcpl:icemcnt rnso\n ccs with all deliberate SJ><.:<.:J. \V ,· :ab, enconr:igc yon to 
, c'111 tirnu~ your w11r1< with t11e L\.'\ to U10roughly adtlr:c:;', rli •i :·: ·1!,: ly i:;<,;ut:s rais,::d l,y th\.' 
'! lSH 11'..pnrt. 
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WASHINGTON 

' 
THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

JUN 1 8 2QM . 

The Honorable Bill Richardson 
Chair, Western Governors' Association 
1515 Cleveland Place, Suite 200 
Denver, Colorado 80202 . 

The Honorable Bill o ·wens 
Vice -Chair Westem Governors' Association 
1515 Cleveland Place, Suite 200 
Denver, Colorado 80202 

Dear Governors Richardson and Owens: 

33J-05~ 

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

We are writing to provide additional information to address concerns over the effect of 
the termination of the large airtanker contract on the fire season this year. 

In our letters of May 18 and June 3, 2004, we stressed that safety is our core value in 
firefighting, and that we continue to be committed to the protection of communities from 
the threat ofwildland fires. As you know, we have aviation assets already assigned ~d 
activated. At this time, we have secured a total of 139 aircraft to supplement the loss of 
the airtanker support. This is an increased number from the last information we sent , 
you. These aircraft incJude the use of Single Engine Airtankers (SEATs), large 
helitankers helicopters, and medium helicopters which were previously available on a 
call-when needed contract basis. 

As we indicated previously, we have also activated the military Modular Airborne 
Firefighting System (MAFFS). The MAFFS are based in California, Colorado, 
Wyoming, and North Carolina, but are mobile and will be dispatched to locations on an 
as-needed basis depending upon national priorities. We have already deployed some 
MAFFS assets. 

The addition of all of these aircraft will enable Federal firefighters to maintain effective 
aviation support while ensuring the safety of pilots and aircraft as well as communities. 
We anticipate that these resources will enable us to achieve a near 99% success rate on 
initial and extended attack. 



We have also been working with the NTSB and the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) to establish procedures to determine the potential airworthiness of the previously 
contracted airtankers. 

As part of our work with the NTSB and FAA, we have requested information from the 
airtanker vendors to assess the airworthiness of their airtankers for possible firefighting 
contracts. The requests are based on criteria established in. concert with the NTSB, the 
FAA, Department of the Interior, and the Forest Service. The Forest Service has 
contracted DynCorp to evaluate the airtankers and the data to determine the potential 
airworthiness of these aircraft. 

DynCorp is working toward a rigorous and complete evaluation of the aircraft and data 
and will soon provide airworthiness recommendations to the Forest Service and 
Department of the Interior for the various aircraft types. A determination is expected 
soon on whether to re-contract for aircraft that meet FAA and NTSB criteria. 

Although we are undertaking these efforts with DynCorp, we do not want to infer from 
this process that a high percentage of the large airtankers will shortly be returned to 
service. As indicated, irrespective of the outcome of this process, the Forest Service and 
the Department of the Interior will maintain adequate aviation resources for the upcoming 
fire season. 

We recognize how important it is to work closely with our tribal, State, and local 
firefighting partners to make the best use of our resources and to respond to what is likely 
to be another challenging fire season. We continue to work with State foresters to·update 
regional needs in the current fire season. We will continue to work closely with the 
Western Governor's Association and our wildland firefighting partners on placement of 
resources. 

We will keep you apprised on any further developments, and we are available to brief 
you and your staff at your earliest convenience. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
MARK.REY 
Under Secretary 
Natural Resources and Environment 
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rJ~~ 
P. LYNN SCARLETT 
Assistant Secretary 
Policy, Management and Budget 
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RICK PERRY 

GOVERNOR 

July 13, 2004 

The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
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Dear Secretary Norton: <~ r--> ('") 

r.i~ - rn 
Thank you for the opportunity to be a part of the Take Pride in America program. ~•ve< 
always held a special attachment to our natural, historic, and cultural resources. I am~e~ torn 
participate in a program that encourages Texans to volunteer their time and expertijto malntairi-' 
and restore our unique treasures. ~ g:; 

>. 
I submit Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) Executive Director Robert C Cook as 
the Texas state coordinator for the Take Pride in America program. TWPD is committed to 
achieving many of the same goals as the Take Pride in America program, and I am confident that 
Robert, or his designee, will represent Texas well. Mr. Cook's contact information is: 

Mr. Robert L. Cook 
Executive Director 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
4200 Smith School Road 
Austin, Texas 78744 
Phone: 512/389-4802 

Thank you again for the opportunity to participate in this important program. Please feel free to 
contact my office if you need any additional assistance. 

Sincerely, 

RP:tgp 

cc: Mr. Robert L. Cook 
Ms. Susan Weddington, President and CEO, OneStar Foundation 

POST OrnCE Box 12428 A USTIN, TEXAS 78711 (512) 463-2000 (Vo ,a )/ DlAL 7-1-1 FOR Rw.v SERVICES 
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The Honorable Gale A Nonon 
Secretary of the Interior 
U.S. Department of Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Secretary Norton: 

October 6, 2004 

I want to take a moment to express my appreciation for the sound policies that you have 
advanced in support of natural resources in the State of Texas. Your efforts to improve national 
parks and protect vulnerable species have produced incalculable benefits to our environment. I 
am writing to request your assistance regarding the production of sheep and goats in Texas and 
the interaction of this industry with golden eagles. 

Currently, sheep and goat raisers of west central Texas are having a depredation problem with 
golden eagles. However, the protections afforded these majestic creatures, through the Bald 
Eagle and Golden Eagle Protection Act, requires individuals to apply for a permit to trap and 
transport golden eagles. In order to facilitate their application, I have asked the Texas Wildlife 
Damage Management Service to coordinate with the agriculture producers affected by the 
depredating eagles. Their efforts wilJ generate an application that describes the severe econom ic 
impact of the eagles on individual sheep and goat raisers who have suffered as much as an 80 
percent loss of their kid goats in one year. This loss is unacceptable when it can be mitigated 
through the coordinated efforts of federal and state government. 

The sheep and goat industry is very important to the State of Texas and generates more than 
$173 million in direct sales to the economy. However, the noble golden eagle is very deserving 
of federal and state protections that will allow these eagles to be moved without harm. 
Therefore, l recpectfullr request your assistance in providing the nc~er.sary resource~ tr, ~d(lress 
this situation internally or in coordination with the Wildlife Services Program of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. It is my sincere hope that we can work together to address this 
problem while continuing your laudable efforts to protect and preserve our nation's wildlife. 

RP:lsp 

cc: Mr. Gary L. Nunley, State Director, Texas Wildlife Damage Management Service 
Mr. George Sultemeier, Past President, Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers ' Association 
Mr. Kenneth Dierschke, President, Texas Farm Bureau 
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United States Depanment of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/ AMB/019189 

Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 7871 I 

Dear Governor Perry: 

Washington, DC 20240 

rJAN O 4 2005 

Thank you for your letter of October 6, 2004, to Secretary Gale Norton regarding the 
production of sheep and goats in Texas and the interaction of this industry with golden 
eagles. We are aware of the depredation problems that have been reported by goat and 
sheep ranchers in west central Texas. The Secretary has asked me to respond directly to 
you, and I apologize for the delay. 

On March 31. 2004, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (Service) Texas State 
Administrator met with members of the Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers· Association lo 
discuss the problem. Also present at that meeting were representatives from Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, U.S. Department of Agriculture Wildlife Services (USDA
WS). and a representative from your office. 

The sources of predator caused mortality to sheep and goats in western Texas are not 
well understood at this time. Some ranchers at the meeting believed it could be attributed 
to golden eagles, while others thought there could be many sources of predation, 
including f era I hogs. 

Under a longstanding formal memorandum of understanding between the U.S. 
Departments of the Interior and Agriculture, USDA-WS is the Federal agency with the 
funding and responsibility for investigating golden eagle predation on sheep and goats in 
western Texas and undertaking any necessary control activities. 

Trapping and relocating eagles, if necessary, are difficult tasks which must be undertaken 
hy fully qualified individuals in consideration for the welfare of the birds. USDA-WS 
personnel are well qualified fo r these tasks and have successfully worked with Texas 
ranchers to resolve golden eagle depredation problems in the past. In compliance with 
the memorandum of understanding between the agencies and upon approval of an 
application from USDA-WS, the Service may issue a pennit authorizing them to conduct 
eagle depredation control activities. The Service will work with both USDA-WS and the 
State of Texas to ensure that such a permit application is addressed in an efficient 
manner. If USDA-WS determines that golden eagles are a signifo:ant cause of mortality, 



Honorable Rick Perry 2 

the Service will ensure that they have the necessary authorization to trap and relocate the 
offending birds. We will personally convey this message to the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

If you have further questions regarding this issue, please contact me, or have your staff contact 
Dale Hall , the Scrvice;s Southwest Regional Director, at (SOS) 248-6282. 

Sincerely, 

(IJA. 119-
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish 

and Wildlife and Parks 



RICK PERRY 

COVF.RN OR 

October 14, 2005 

Ms. Renee Orr 
5-Y ear Program Manager 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

Minerals Management Service (MS-4010) 
Room 3120, 382 Elden Street 
Herndon, Virginia 20170 

RE: Comments on the Preparation of the 5-Year Program for 2007-2012 

Dear Ms. Orr: 
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As the Governor of Texas, I am pleased to provide the U.S. Department of the Interior with 
comments on preparation of the 2007-2012 5-Year Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Leasing 
Program. Our U.S. energy policy greatly depends on the federal offshore leasing program. 
Given today's energy supply and price environment, it is critical that the department move 
aggressively to open all prospective OCS areas for leasing as soon as possible . 
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All acreage in the Central and Western Gulf of Mexico should continue to be offered during the 
2007-2012 period. Available acreage in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico should be expanded, and 
lease sales should be held in all prospective Alaska planning areas including the North Aleutian 
Planning Area. New initiatives should be undertaken to open the Pacific and Atlantic planning 
areas for leasing and development as well. Making these areas available for energy exploration 
and production is a national imperative, and I strongly encourage the Department of the Interior 
to be steadfast in its resolve to produce an offshore leasing program that will serve the national 
interest and maximize the OCS' contribution to future energy supplies. 

Oil and gas exploration and production can be accomplished in a safe and environmentally sound 
fashion. Extensive stakeholder consultations should be undertaken to address lingering concerns 
about offshore development in coastal states. These consultations are absolutely essential given 
federal offshore waters hold the greatest potential for finding new energy resources and bringing 
them to market in the next 5 to l O years. 

Finally, I encourage the Department of the Interior to assume a leadership role in passage of 
OCS revenue sharing legislation. In the aftennath of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, OCS revenues 
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Ms. Renee Orr 
October 14, 2005 
Page 2 

are needed to rebuild local communities and infrastructure in coastal areas so that offshore 
employees can return to home and to work. A primary lesson from the 2005 hurricane season is 
the strategic importance of the Gulf of Mexico energy industry to the nation's economic and 
energy security. The time has come to dedicate a portion of OCS revenues to coastal states and 
communities to ensure that critical infrastructure is in place to support offshore development 
activities. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important government initiative. I look 
forward to seeing the Draft Proposed Program in January 2006. I hope that it will represent 
considerable of change from today' s policies and that it will signal a new era of cooperation 
between governments at all levels for the national good. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

RP:zcp 

cc: The Honorable Gale A. Norton, Secretary of the Interior, U.S. Department of the Interior 



RICK PEKRY 

C.OVERNOR 
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October 13, 2005 

Mr. Matthew J. Hogan 
Acting Director 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20242 

RE: Proposed Neches River National WildJifc Refuge 

Dear Mr. Hogan: 
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The State of Texas, beginning in 1997 ,' Wl<iertook a comprehensive, innovative study ~the 
future water needs of this state. Since that time, the Texas Water Development Board, through 
regional planning groups, has identified needs in each region and has begun to identify methods 
in which to meet those water supply needs. That process is conlinuing today. 

The Dallas-Fort Worth metroplcx is one of the fastest growing areas in this state, if not in the 
nation, and there is no doubt that the future water needs of this fast growth area will be very 
large. As a matter of fact, growth in the area is outpacing the projections upon which the 
planning process is based, so its water supply needs will likely be greater than what has been 
estimated and will outpace the availability of existing projects. One of the few methods of 
providing needed wa·;er to the people of Texas will be through the development of reservoirs in 
our state. 

BeC<luse of the scarcity of potential reservoir sites in Texas, it is important that we make sure to 
preserve those sites for the future. One potential site in East Texas is the Fastrill Reservoir site 
being studied by the City of Dallas and the Upper Neches River Municipal Water Authority. I 
am aware that your agency is studying the possibility of developing a wildlife refuge within the 
footprint of Fastrill, which would have the eff~i ~f s_t<;>pping the development of this reservoir.' 

In speaking with representatives of Dallas and tlie authority, 1 am convinced that they are willing 
to work with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service to achieve the objectives sought in the 
wildlife refuge, and to possibly do this in a more advantageous manner by consolidating tracts, 

· PoisT ' Orna Box 12428 Austuo, Tl!lW 78711 (512) -463-2000 CVo:cf)/ ThM 7-1-1 F~ llaAY Su w" 
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Mr. Matthew J. Hogan 
October 13, 2005 
Page 2 

or by giving your agency the ability to acquire even more acreage than initially planned for the 
refuge. 

I urge you not to concur with the Region 2 Director•s recommendation to grant project status to 
the Neches River Wildlife Refuge, and that you not acquire or accept any property within the 
Fastrill footprint until studies can be completed. I would further request that you work with the 
people of Dallas and the authority to find a solution that accomplishes the goals both for Texas 
and the nation. By working together with these entities, a solution can be reached whereby 
future Texans can be assured of adequate water resources while at the same time preserving 
prime bottomland hardwoods and wildlife habitat. 

Thank you for working with the people of Texas. Please keep me infonned of any developments 
in this area as this issue is of prime importance to my office and to all Texans. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

RP:zcp 

cc: The Honorable John Comyn, U.S. Senator, U.S. Senate 
The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison, U.S. Senator, U.S. Senate 
The Honorable Jeb Hensarling, U.S. Reprsentative, U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Gale A. Norton, Secretary of the Interior 
Mr. Mitch Butler, Council on Environmental Quality. Executive Office of the President 



United States Department of the Interior 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/ ANRS/022930 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

FEB O 6 2006 

.345'15a 

Thank you for your letter of October 13, i005, concerning the proposed Neches River National 
Wildlife Refuge and Fastrill Reservoir. I apologize for the delay in responding to your letter. 

The Service appreciates that the Texas Water Development Board wishes to have input into the 
proposed establishment of the refuge. The Service also understands the Texas Water 
Development Board's interest in the future water needs of Texas and its desire to preserve viable 
reservoir sites. 

The Service believes the refuge proposal submitted by its Southwest Region merits 
consideration. It is our intention to make a determination on those merits after full review of the 
project record. Nevertheless, we remain interested in the information forthcoming from the 

. study being conducted by the City of Dallas if it can be provided in the immediate future, 
especially to the degree that options that truly protect bottomland hardwood wildlife habitat 
resources are presented. 

The conservation of healthy bottomland hardwood resources has been one of the Service's goals 
in east Texas for many years. The Neches River area proposed for the refuge was identified as 
early ac; 1985 as a priority area. More recently, the site was considered as a wildlife refuge when 
it appeared that lands in the area, especially those lands owned by timber corporations, might be 
divested and subject to residential or commercial development. 

At present, we are still reviewing the project proposal and expect to make a decision in the near 
future. Ifwe can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact me or Dr. Benjamin 
Tuggle, the Service's Acting Regional Director for the Southwest Region, at (505) 248-6282. 

Sincerely, 

_/J~.4J/ 
DIRECTOR 

TAKE PRIDE9,,,....., 1 
INAMERICA~ 



United States Department of the Interior 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/ ANRS/022930 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Ft.J ~ 6 ::ms 

Thank you for your letter of October 13, 2005, concerning the proposed Neches River National 
Wildlife Refuge an~ Fastrill Reservoir. I apologiz.e for the delay in responding to your letter. 

The Service appreciates that the Texas Water Development Board wishes to have input into the 
proposed establislunent of the refuge. The Service also understands the Texas Water 
Development Board's interest in the future water needs of Texas and its desire to preserve viable 
reservoir sites. 

The Service believes the refuge proposal submitted by its Southwest Region merits 
consideration. It is our intention to make a determination on those merits after full review of the 
project record. Nevertheless, we remain interested in the information forthcoming from the 
study being conducted by the City of Dallas if it can be provided in the immediate future, 
especially to the degree that options that truly protect bottomland hardwood wildlife habitat 
resources are presented. 

The conservation of healthy bottomland hardwood resources has been one of the Service's goals 
in east Texas for many years. The Neches River area proposed for the refuge was identified as 
early as 1985 as a priority area More recently, the site was considered as a wildlife refuge when 
it appeared that lands in the area, especially those lands owned by timber corporations, might be 
divested and subject to residential or commercial development. 

At present, we are still reviewing the project proposal and expect to make a decision in the near 
future. If we can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact me or Dr. Benjamin 
Tuggle, the Service's Acting Regional Director for the Southwest Region, at (505) 248-6282. 

Sincerely, 

H. Dale Hall 

DIRECTOR 

TAKE PRIDg-lJ:::? 1 
•NA_MERICA~ 
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May 30, 2006 

Mr. Dirk Kcmpthome 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street NW 
Washing1on, b.C. 20240 

Dear Secretary Kcmpthome: 

In 1997, the State ofTtxas, through the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB), began the 
process of planning for our state 's future wa1er needs. Through regional planning, TWDB bas 
identified what those needs will he for the next 50 years, and has begun to identify projects that 
will help meet those needs. 

PAGE 02 

The Dallas/For. Worlh mctropkx is one of the fastest irowing areas in our state. There is no 
question that wat:r supply projects beyond what is currently available must be identified and 
developed for the metroplex to meet its future needs. One of the projects proposed is the Fastrill 
Reservoir in Eas1 Texas, a reservoir site that has been present in the Texas state water plan since 
the early I 960's . The City of Dallas and the Upper Neches River Municipal Water Authority 
(authority) are currently conducting studies to detennine the feasibility of this proposed site. The 
City of Dallas provides water not only to Dallas proper, but to more tha,1 30 surrounding cities in 
the metroplcx. Toe high level of projected gro'Wth in trus service nrea over the next few decades 
dictates that the need for W3tcr for this growing population will grow cxponentiillly as well. 

Currently, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is studying a proposal to place a wildlife 
refuge within the footprint offastrill Reservoir. Designation of this refuge and acceptance of 
any land into ii would preclude the development of the reservoir. Because reservoir sites are so 
rare, we h.ave aslced USFWS to delay making a decision until such time as all parties can 
complete cum:nt studies and have been given ample opportunity to work together and possibly 
negotiate the relocation of the proposed refuge in an area that may be more suitable, allowing for 
the development of both the refuge and the reservoir. TWDB, for example. has just let a contract 
to three engineering firms to study and produce a report on the remaining viable reservoir sites 
left in Texas, which may or may not incl\lde Fastrill Reservoir. That TC'J)Ort is scheduled to be 
completed by December 2006. 
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Mr. Dirk Kempthomc 
May 30, 2006 
Page 2 
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I am told that USFWS and our Texas Parks and Wildlife Department have been meeting with 

PAGE 03 

· representatives of Dallas and the authority. I am concerned that the USFWS representatives are 
proposing to move too quickly. I suggest giving the parties e chance to develop alternatives, and 
ask that you direct USFWS to delay any decision until such time as the TWDB study is 
completed. Oday of a decision in this instance from the :ubitrary June 1 deadline until the 
TWDB study can be completed should not be considered unreasonable. I support wildlife 
conservatio~ ancj refuges, bu\ I also believe this can be accomplished in conjunction v..ith 
meeting our state's water needs. 

Dela)ing trus decision does nothing to prevent the ultimate development of a wildlife refuge in 
the region or to otherwise preclude such dc$ignation. Swift acticn and designation of the Neches 
River National Wildlife Refuge within the footprint ofFastrill Reservoir would, however, 
preclude the development of the reservoir. no matter what these ongoing studies wilJ show. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter and your willingness to work with the people of 
Texas. This i:; of prime importance to a significant number of citizens of this great state. 

~· "k JeRie ~ 
~ :._:_,; 
Governor 

RP:zcp 

cc: The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison, U.S. Stnator, U.S.Scnate 
The Honorable John Comyn;U.S. Senator, U.S. Senate 
The Honorable Sarn Johnson, U.S. Representative, U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Eddie Be~ice Johnson, U.S. Rl:Jl1esentative, U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Pete Sessions, U.S. Representative, U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Jcb Hcnsarling, U.S. Representative, U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Kenny Marchant, U.S. Representative, U.S . House of Representatives 
Mr. Barry Jackson, Director, Office of Strategic Initiatives 
Mr. David P. Smith, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Department of the Interior 
Mr. H. Dale Hall, Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Mr. Mitchell J. Butler, Attorney Advisor, Council on Environmental Quality 
Mr. Joseph B. C. Fiusimons, Chsirman, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
Mr. E. G. Rod Pittman, Chairman, Texas Water Development Board 
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United States Department of the Interior 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/ ANRS/025849/349719 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

AUG 2 3 2006 

Thank you for your letter of May 30, 2006, to Secretary Kempthorne requesting that the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (Service) delay approval of the establishment of the Neches River National 
Wildlife Refuge (Refuge). We appreciate your concerns with respect to the City of Dallas and the 
Upper Neches River Municipal Water Authority's interest in the same site for the development of the 
proposed Fastrill Reservoir. 

The conservation of the healthy bottom land hardwood resources in east Texas has been the Service's 
goal since 1985. More than 60 percent of the lands along this stretch of the Neches River are owned 
in larger tracts by interests that for the last 30 or 40 years have left the bottomland resources 
relatively untouched. We recognize that the habitat along the proposed project footprint is not 
considered "old growth." Nevertheless, there are smaller tracts along this stretch of river wherein 
bonomland resources have been moderately disturbed. The full stretch of the Neches River together 
with the proposal presents the best compendium of mature bottom land hardwood resources that could 
be conserved and managed without a large investment by the United States in reforestation. 

We initially delayed a final decision on approving this new refuge at the request of local officials and 
to hear the concerns of all stakeholders. We have decided at this time to approve establishment of 
Neches River National Wildlife Refuge. The refuge will be established at such time as the first 
parcel of land is acquired. Lands within the approved refuge boundary would be acquired by the 
United States as funding becomes available and only from willing sellers. Lands would be acquired 
using funds appropriated by Congress, or approved through the Migratory Bird Conservation 
Commission, which requires the Governor's approval, or through donation. 

Now that we have approved the establ ishment of the Neches River National Wildlife Refuge, we 
look forward to working with your office, the citizens of east Texas, the City of Dallas, the Upper 
Neches River Municipal Water Authority, and other interested State and local government officials 
on the details regarding management of the refuge. 

Sincerely, 
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UNITED WE STAND 

The Honorable Dirk Kempthorne 
U.S . Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 



RGA 
R 1·PL'l\LICAN GmTR:-SORS Ass• >C'JATto:-: 

The I lonorable Dirk Kempthome 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Secretary Kempthorne, 

January 15, 2008 

On behalf of the Republican Governors of the United States, I invite you be our guest at the I 41
h 

annual gala, "A Celebration of America's Lenders" in Washington, DC on Monday, Februury 25, 
2008. 

I am expecting all 2 1 of my colleagues to be in attendance for this gala along with special guest 
President George W. Bush. This is the ROA 's largest event and will help give us the resources to 
compete in I I gubernatorial races this year. 

A successful event will also help us prepare for the 2010 elections. The governors in office that 
year will be instrumental in determining the make up of Congress for the next decade. 
Republicans could easily see a swing of 26 seats just by electing 7 new governors in key states 
before 20 I 0. 

The gala will be held at the National Building Museum (401 F Street, NW) from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. 

To RSVP please fil l out the attached reply form, or contact Angela Meyers at (202) 662-414 I or 
arneyers(f!}rga.org. 

I look forward to seeing you on February 25, 2008. 

Sincere Iv. 

Governor Rick Perry 
State of Texas 
RGA Chairman 

RCA · 1747 f'£'nnsylt.'<111 iaA1.·,·1111<·. NH'. S11irr 250 • W,t~hin9ton .• l>C 20006 '(:.!<J:!l r.62 -4920 p/1 • (202) M,2-492.1.fctr ' 1t'IIV1 '.1!/ll.t11!/ 

Paid.for by the Republican Gmiemm-s Association. 



Republican Governors Ass~iation 

2008 "A Celebration of America's Leaders" 

R.S.V.P. 
_ _ Yes , I will attend the RGA 's "A Celebration of America's Leaders" as a guest of the RGA. 

Tickets will be available for pick up under each guest's last name: 

Monday, February 2s1
• 

Event begins at 5:30 p.m. 

3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Will Call Hours 

National Building Museum, 401 F Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 

Please use the G Street Entrance **Dress for the event: Business attire 

Special Guest: )>resident George W. Bush 

Hosts: 

Governor Mark Sanford, (SC), "A Celebration of America's Leaders" Chairman 
Govem0r Rick Perry, (TX), RGA Chairman 
Governor Matt Blunt, (MO), RGA Vice Chairman 

Invited Guests: 
Republican Governors of the Uniled States 
United States Cabinet and Administration Oflicials 
U.S. Republican Members of the Senate 
U.S. Republican Members of the House 

Spouse/Guest: ____ _____ ___ _____________ _ 

Contact Information: 

NAME 

OFFICE 

PHONE F J\X E-MAIL 

Questions: Kiley Herring 202-662-4145 / kherring@rga.org 

RSVP: Please fax this form to: FAX: 202-662-4924 
Republican Governors Association 
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 
Washington, DC 20006 

r .1i d for by lhe R{'p ublican Governors Assocl.11ion. 



May 20, 2008 

The Honorable Dirk Kemplhorne 
Secretary fTI 
U.S. Department of Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

>< 
fTI 
(") 
co 
--4...,, _...,, 

Re: Gulf Coast Coastal Impact Assistance Peowro 
<
ITl(") 
U'I M 
rT10 

Dea- Secrccary Kempthome: ~ ...,, ., .,.., __. :JC 
rTl::::C 

As you know, our states have been. and remain, firmly commined to suppor1ing th~Won·~ 
energy needs through oil and gas production in our respective stale waters and adjacent federal w~rs. W6'-> 
also believe that our stales. which beor the burden of supporting the Gulf Coast's o il and gas prtilluclion:
have earned the oppor1unity to receive enhanced revenues associated with Outer Conlinenlal Shelf oil and 
gas development and J>foduction adjacent to our respective sta1es. Accordingly, we would like to take 1his 
opponunity 10 thank you and your agency for lhe diligent efforts in developing and administering the 
Coaslal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP) which provides one billion dollars of enhanced revenue lo oil 
and gas-producing stales and coastal political subdivisions. We recogniie the magnitude of this program 
and appreciate the assistance it will provide to the Gulf Coast states. 

From it's enactment in 200S, we have worked closely with the Minerals Management Service 
(MMS) in developing the CIAP program and we are highly appreciative of 1heir efTortS associated with this 
program. We believe 1hat the individuals representing the MMS in this endeavor arc committed to 
developing and implementing a program which is consisttnl with Congress' mandate. However, in working 
on this program for almost three years, we have developed, independent of one another, common concerns 
regarding the CIAP. We would like to share 1hese wilh you and ask that due consideration be !liven to 
resolving these concerns. Our concerns arc described in three !Ras below: 

I. CIAP Piao Approval - It appears lhat among each state's CIAP pl3tl. projects have emerged 
which require additional justification and information. We continue to provide additional 
information in order to gain approval. As ii stands now, however, a CIAP plan will not gain 
approval unless all projects contained within the plan are approved. We re.,ptctfullr rfque.~, 
considtration of an approach whereby the projects with which there ore mi questions or 
issues can be oppro.,,ed while we contim,e tn work through issues ussociored with 1J1h.!r 
projects. This ll'ill allow CIAP r.u:ipienlS the upporlttnity ro prnceed with fmplemen1uri11n uf 
important proje,·1s in a cost-effectire und timely manner. 

2. Authorjzed Use 114 - Congress allowed for CIAP fundi ng to be spent in one of five ways as 
described in the 200S Energy Policy Act These five ways in which 1he fond ing can be spent 
art referred 10 as Authorized Uses. Authorized Use #4 allows for Mimplcmentation of a 
Federally-approved marine, coas1al or comprehensive conservation management plan." While 
we believe th is is a valid authorized use as jt js wrjncn. it is currently being interpreted by 
federal officials 10 exclude recreational. public access and economic development projects. 
Nowhere in the 2005 Energy Policy Act or 1he CIAP program gu idance arc these ci1clusions 
menlioned. We would also like 10 note tha1 conservat ion goals along with recrealional. public 
access and economic gl,als can be achieved simullaneously th rough implemen1a1ion of lHl· the· 
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ground projecls that arc designed in an sustainable, environmentally-sensitive way. Those 
goals do not have to compete wilh one another or be mutually exclusive. For example. a pier 
construction projecl can suppon fishery population research and protect endangered species, 
as well as provide an opponunity for public access and recreation. As such, we relpc,·tfully 
request consideration of an alternati,ie, simpler interpretation of this Authori:ed U.te 1#./ 
"'•hich allows recreational, public access and economic development projects us long us they 
are contained within a federally approved plan m de:rcribed in Aulhori;ed Use #./ flf the 
Energy Policy Act of 1005. 

3. Authorized Use #l - Authorized Use #1 allows "projects and activities for the conservation. 
protection, or restOf'ation of coastal areas., including wetlands;- While we believe Lh is is a 
valid authot'izcd use v jt j3 written. we feel the tenn "conservation" is currently being 
interpreted by federal officials as "preserva1ion" a.\ it relates to the proposed land acquisition 
projects. This interpretation is limiting the potential of these lands to be used to the fullest 
extent for public use and enjoyment while staying within the state conservation guidelines. 
Most state conservation management plans allow and promote public use of public lands. Wr 
respectfully req11es1 consideration of an alternative iruerpre1atio11 of "consen>ation. "c>ne thut 
i., consistent with state comervation plans. 

4. CIAP Grant Proifarn - We are concerned about the ClAP grant program as it is currently 
being implemented. Currenlly, each project conrained within an approved Final CIAI' plan 
must also receive an individual grant award prior to implementation. Once the program is 
fully up and running, this will result in, literally, hundreds or grant applications that will 
require simultaneous processing by federal officials. The first and only ClAP grant awarded 
10 date took five months to process prioc to its award, a time frame we find both unreasonable 
and unacccplable. We respecif,,lly reque.,1 coruiderulion nf an oppr()(]Ch /hat 11'1/I 

dromatica/~y streamline the CIAP grunt process. We suggeM on upprooc>, that will i .tSUI' a 
gronr awarJ tu u s tale and one to eoch of its associaJed county or parish upon receipt 1Jf final 
plan upprovul. This would allow o significantly smaller commitment in papenrnrk. pr,x:eJsinl( 
and ullm• f~deral uffidals 10 focu., 1111 monitnring and site \•isits. A /so. lhiS approach fnllol<'S 
the precedent set by the 2001 CIAP program administrred hy the Departmellf of ( ·umm~rce. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration of the i»ues raised in 1hili corresponden1:c. We 
believe the CIAP program can be: an incredibly effectiH tool for the Gulf Coost and appreciate everything 
the Department of Interior has done to make this a realil)'. If you have any ques1ions or desire any 
additional information, we slal"ld ready to provide that for you. 

~~ 
Bob Riley . c) 
Governor of Alabamy 

~.!f 
Governor of Louisiana 

cc: The Honorable Randall B. Luthi, MMS DirKtor 
Walter Cruickshank. MMS Deputy Director 
M. Barne« Lawley. AOCNR Commissioner 

Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 

William Walker. Ph.D .. Executive Director. Mississippi DMR 
S<:011 A. Angelle. S<,rrt:il). Louisiana DNR 
Jerry Panerson, Commissioner, Texas General Land Office 



United States Department of the Interior 

OFFICE OF THE SECRET ARY 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

JUL 3 1 2008 

I!:::·/ 
---~~ 

TAKE PRIDE 
INAMERICA 

Thank you for your letter dated May 20. 2008, to Secretary Dirk Kempthorne, cosigned 
by Governors Bob Riley of Alabama, Bobby Jindal of Lousiana, and Haley Barbour of 
Mississippi , concerning the Gulf Coast Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP). 
Secretary Kempthome asked me to respond. A similar Jetter will be sent to Governors 
Riley, Jindal, and Barbour. 

We are pleased to read of your regard for the Minerals Management Service (MMS) staff 
and their efforts in developing this very important program. In addition, we appreciate 
your concerns with MM S's implementation of CJAP, as well as your suggestions for 
improving the program. 

In an effort to address your concerns, the MMS has scheduled regular meetings with your 
staff and those of the other Governors to discuss the four concerns in your Jetter. At the 
conclusion of these meetings, we will ascertain how the Department of the Interior and 
the MMS may best proceed with our CIAP responsibilities. 

Thank you for contacting the Secretary. If you have any questions about this letter or the 
ongoing meetings please do not hesitate to call me at (202) 208-6734, or you may call 
Mr. Randall B. Luthi, Director, MMS at (202) 208-3500. 

eph 
ssistant Secretary 

Land and Minerals Management 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRET ARY 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20240 

JUL 3 1 2008 

T AKE PRIDE 
INAMERICA 

Thank you for your letter dated May 20, 2008, to Secretary Dirk Kempthome, cosigned 
by Governors Bob Riley of Alabama, Bobby Jindal of Lousiana, and I falcy Barbour of 
Mississippi, concerning the Gulf Coast Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP). 
Secretary Kempthome asked me to respond. A similar letter will be sent to Governors 
Riley, Jindal, and Barbour. 

We are pleased to read of your regard for the Minerals Management Service (MMS) staff 
and their efforts in developing this very important program. In addition, we appreciate 
your concerns with MMS's implementation of CTAP, as well as your suggestions for 
improving the program. 

In an effort to address your concerns, the MMS has scheduled regular meetings with your 
staff and those of the other Governors to di scuss the four concerns in your letter. At the 
conclusion of these meetings, we will ascertain how the Department of the Interior and 
the MMS may best proceed with our CIAP responsibilities. 

Thank you for contacting the Secretary. If you have any questions about this letter or the 
ongoing meetings please do not hesitate to call me at (202) 208-6734, or you may call 
Mr. Randall B. Luthi, Director, MMS at (202) 208-3500. 

eph 
ssistant Secretary 

Land and Minerals Management 
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The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

JUL 3 1 2008 
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TAKE PRIDE 
I NAM ERICA 

Thank you for your letter dated May 20. 2008, to Secretary Dirk Kempthorne, cosigned 
by Governors Bob Riley of Alabama, Bobby Jindal o f Lousiana, and Haley Barbour of 
Mississippi, concerning the Gulf Coast Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP). 
Secretary Kempthorne asked me to respond. A similar Jetter will be sent to Governors 
Riley, Jindal, and Barbour. 

We are pleased to read of your regard for the Minerals Management Service (MMS) staff 
and their efforts in developi ng this very important program. ln addition, we appreciate 
your concerns with MMS's implementation of C TAP, as well as your suggestions for 
improving the program. 

In an effort to address your concerns, the MMS has scheduled regular meetings with your 
staff and those of the other Governors to discuss the four concerns in your letter. At the 
conclusion of these meetings, we will ascertain how the Department of the Interior and 
the MMS may best proceed with our CJAP responsibilities. 

Thank you for contacting the Secretary. If you have any questions about this teller or the 
ongoing meetings please do not hesitate to call me at (202) 208-6734 , or you may call 
Mr. Randall B. Luthi, Director, MMS at (202) 208-3500. 

eph 
ssistant Secretary 

Land and Minerals Management 



RICK PERRY 

GOVERNOR 

September 9, 2008 

OFFICE 

The Honorable Dirk Kempthome 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Secretary Kempthome: 

RECEIVED 
·zoos SEP 11 PH 12: 20 

OFFICE OF THE 
EY.£CUTIVF. SECRETARIAT 

I am pleased to approve the acquisition of an additional 924 acres to be managed as a part of the 
Trinity River National Wildlife Refuge. This will undoubtedly provide more recreational and 
hunting opportunities while further protecting migratory bird habitat. I appreciate the close 
working relationship the Migratory Bird Conservation Commission has developed and 
maintained with the State of Texas for each of these acquisitions. 

I must, however, register my displeasure about the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's lack of 
coordination and lack of acknowledgement of the State of Texas' sovereignty in the creation of 
the Neches River National Wildlife Refuge. As with most of the United States, we.face myriad 
challenges in addressing current and future water needs in Texas. Arbitrary decisions made by 
federal agencies that directly affect Texas' water supply for her citizens are irresponsible and can 
be detrimental to future planning. 

As we move forward, I respectfully request the consideration of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service on any new designations. I hope the relationship the Migratory Bird Commission has 
developed and fostered with Texas will serve as an example for the U.S. Fish and .Wildlife 
Service in the future . 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

RP:tbp 



United States Department of the Interior 
OFHCF OF THF SFCRET:\RY 

The I lonorabk Rick Perry 
Governor 
Ollicc of the (iovi:mor 
The State of Texas 
P.O. Box 124::!8 
Austin. Texas 78711 

Dear Go\'ernor Perry: 

Washingr()n. DC 20240 

OCT 1? 2008 

Thank you for your kttcr of September 9, 2008. to Secretary of the Interior Kempthornc. 
approving the acquisition of an additional 924 acres to be managed as part of thi.: Trinit: Ri, er 
National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge). The Secretary has asked that I respond dir..:etly w ym1. 

Your appro\'a) of the acquisition of924 acres to he added to the Refuge with funds prm id..:d h: 
th..: Migratory Bird Commission is greatly appreciated. The Refuge was established in J 99-+ 1,1 

protect a remnant of the bottomland hardwood forest ecosystem along the Trinity Ri\'er. The 
Refuge currently occupies 23.000 acres and with additions. such as the om: recent!: apprm cJ. 
will continue to grow and to prO\ide additional quality hunting. fishing. and wildlife 
conserrntion opportunities to the residents of Texas. 

The l l.S. Fish and Wildlifr Service (Service) acknowledges your concerns regarding the 
establishment of the Neches Ri,·er National Wildlife Refuge. We appreciate your desire 10 

ensure coordination between the Service and the State of Texas and look forward to ,,t1rl-ing 011 
itcms of mutual concern. It is the intention of the Service to continue to coordinatc full: \\ ith tho: 
St.atc nn such items. 

Thank you for your support. If you have any additional questions or comments please Jt1 1101 

hesitatc to contact me or Dale Hall. Director. U.S. fish and Wildlife Service at ::!02-::!08--f7 I 7. 

Sincerely ~ 

\.~~vert~~} J 
A~~~lant Secretary for Fish 
and Wildlife and Parks 
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April 27, 2001 

~ 
)< c:, ,.,, 
n 

~ C:0 :::0 The Honorable Gale A. Norton -,""Tl -::, 
-::-q ;.;J r,i 

Secretazy of the Interior < -· r ;i ,·) c~> 0 
U.S. Department of the Interior (/) rr, C) fi1 r~, :.-
1849 C Street N.W. c,·.· -::, -:.::: .. ~ ::..: r."1 Washington. D.C. 20240 ri ; :t: 

j;;, 1 ~ ':: ::::-, 
;:;;) r'-.) 

Dear Secretary Norton: > -1 

-~ 

I am writing to express my strong concern about a proposed rule by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) that designates over 600 miles of Texas coastline (and 1,000 miles of coastline 
in other states) as critical habitat for winter forage of the migratory Piping Plover. This 
regulation was initiated under the Clinton Administration and is scheduled for issuance as a final 
rule on April 301

h. 

As proposed, this rule will significantly impact the coastal economy of Texas, including real 
estate and tourism development and oil and gas exploration and production. Since many of the 
oil and gas leases along the Gulf Coast benefit the state's Pennanent School Fund, these 
proposed designations will have a significant impact on funding for public school education in 
Texas. 

This rule was proposed without the completion of an economic study, as required by the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA). It does not take into consideration that the ESA already 
provides protection for this species. Nor does it take into account that modifications to most 
coastal areas already require state and federal pennits. Moreover. it provides for several broad 
designations that will impact areas along the Texas coastline that are not used for Piping Plover 
forage. 

Finally, while the czjtical habitat designation for the nesting area of the Great Lakes population 
of the Piping Plover must be issued by April 30111 according to a court order, I understand that this 
order docs not require USFWS to make a fin.al designation of critical habitat for wintering Piping 
Plover populations for another year. · 

Poo.r Oma Box 1242R A1JSTIP4. T!XAS 78711 (512) 463-2000 (Vo:aw'(SJ2) 47S.!16S (lDD) 



~R 28 2001 17=17 FR GD.€RNOR PERRY 

The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
April 27, 2001 
Page 2 

512 463 0339 TO 92022191220 P. 03/03 

For these reasons., I urge you to postpone the final implementation of this rule as it relates to 
wintering Piping Plover populations to allow for further biological and economic studies based 
on sound science. I believe that the additional time afforded under the court order should be 
used to ensure that the conservation plan that is put in place will preserve the winter forage of the 
Piping Plover, recognize the private property rights of Texans, and avoid unnecessarily inhibiting 
economic development and energy production along the Texas coastline. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

--~!!; 
Governor 

RP:tgc 

cc: Mr. Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 

- TOTRL PAGE.03 ** 



B.ICK Pl!UY 

GOVDNOR 

The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Madam Secretary: 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

May 23, 2001 

I recently learned of a project in our state that I believe is worthy of your consideration and support. The 
Capitol Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America (Capitol Area Council) is planning to establish a high 
adventure camp for boys and girls and a conference center on a 4,848 acre tract bequeathed to the Council 
by Mary Lavinia Griffith Sanders. The property, known as the Griffith League Ranch, is located in 
Bastrop County, just east of Austin. In addition to being a beautiful setting for a scout camp and 
conference center, Griffith League Ranch is home to the Houston toad, an endangered species. 

I understand that the Capitol Area Council has proposed that its project be considered as a candidate for 
your landowner-incentive program. I fully support your decision to provide technical assistance, habitat 
enhancing tools and financiaJ assistance to_ property owners, making them partners in the management of 
endangered species. I encourage you to give serious consideration to the Council's proposal. I reviewed 
the plan for the use of Griffith League Ranch and was impressed by the commitment to conservation, 
habitat preservation and enhancement, research regarding the species and education. The plan will 
achieve Ms. Sanders' dream for her family' s ranch, providing a wonderful setting for an outdoor learning 
experience in a manner sensitive to the presence of the Houston toad. This is a unique opportunity for our 
state and your agency. This project affords the prospect of fostering an outstanding proposal for the youth 
cf c~ state in a x~.ncr.~ i'1Sist~nt ·;,'.ith the·oqntinu~d existence.cf the Houston toad on the property. 

I hope you will have the opportunity to meet with the representatives of the Capitol Area Council to 
discuss their proposal. 

Sincerely. 

~lt. . ···· ····· · 
-::..,,/ l'lnJV.l3ij:J3S 3AIJ.003X3. 

J!:1 30 3~1.:UO Governor 

RP:bmw CZ :9 Wd oe J.VH to El99CI 
cc: Mr. David P. Smith, SpeciaJ Assistant tc(]g~ofthe Interior 

Mr. R,ay Smith, Scout Executive, Capitol Area Council and Boy Scouts of America 

PosT Omcr Box 12428 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 (51Z) 463-2000 (VOICs)/ (512) 475-3165 (IDD) 
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The Honorable.Gale A Norton 
· Sccrctuy of the Interior . 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C StreetN.W. · 
Wamington, D.C. 20240 

Dear M2dam Seerctary: 

0FFLCE OF TBE G-OVEBNOll 

. May 23, 2001 

I recently learned of a project in our state that I believe is worthy of your consideration and support The 
capitol Area Council of the Boy Scouts of Amaica (Capitol~ Council) is planning to establish a high 
adventure camp for boys and girls and a conference center on a 4,848 acre tract bequeathed to the Council 
by Mary Lavinia Griffith Sanders. The property, known as the Griffith League Ranch, is located in 
Bastrop County, just east of Austin. In addition to being a ·beautiful setting for a scout camp and 

· conference center, Griffith League Ranch is home to the Houston toad, an endangered species. 

I undemand that the Capitol Area Council has proposed that its project be considered as a candidate for 
your landowner-incentive program. I fully support your decision to provide technical assistance, habitat . 
enhancing tools and financi~ assistance to property ownen, making them partners in the management of 
endan~ed species. I e.ncow:age you to give serious consideration to the Council's proposal. I reviewed 
the plan for the use of Griffith League Ranch and was impressed by the commitment to c.onservation, 
habitat preservation and enhancement, research regarding the species and education. The plan will 
achieve Ms. Sandm' dream for her family"s ranch. providing a wonderful setting for an out.door learning 
experience in a manner sensitive to the presence of the Houston toad. Thi~ is a unique opportunity for our 
state and your agency. This project affords the prospect of fostering an. outstanding proposal for the youth 
of qur state in a.U"~~ ·co:usist~t '7.'i!h the ewtinued existence.of. theHo~n t.oa'd. on:thc property: 

• • · .. • • ,! • .. . 
I hope you will have the opportunity to meet with the representatives of the Capitol Area Colm~il to · 
discuss their proposal. 

Sincerely, 

. . . ,. 

· .. . . 

I .. 

TOTAL P.04 



Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

THE SEC RETARY OF THE I NTER IOR 

WASHINGTON 

DEC 2 8 2001 

Thank you for your May 23, 200 I , letter supporting the use of landowner incentive program funds for the 
Capitol Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America's Griffith League Ranch in Bastrop County, Texas. I 
apologize for the delay in this response. 

The Griffith League Ranch is one of the largest, highest-quality tracts of habitat left in Bastrop County 
for the endangered Houston toad. My immediate staff and Fish and Wildlife Service staff had the 
opportunity to meet with representatives of the Capitol Area Council regarding the Griffith League 
Ranch project. We agree that the Council's proposed plan is impressive in its commitment to 
conservation, habitat preservation and enhancement, research, and education. I am pleased to inform you 
that the Fish and Wildlife Service recently awarded the Capitol Area Council a grant of over $260,000 to 
assist in developing a habitat conservation plan for the Griffith League Ranch adventure camp. 

In addition, President Bush recently signed the Interior Appropriations for fiscal year 2002, which 
provides funding for the President's two new grant programs, the Landowner Incentives Grant Program 
and the Private Stewardship Grant Program. The Landowner Incentives program provides $40 million in 
matching grants, competitively awarded to States, Territories, and Tribes to establish or supplement their 
own landowner incentive programs. Grants are used to provide technical and financial assistance to 
private landowners for the protection and management of habitat for listed, proposed, or candidate 
species, or other at-risk-species, while landowners continue to engage in traditional land use practices. 
The Private Stewardship program provides $10 million on a nationally competitive basis to individuals 
and groups engaged in local, private, and voluntary conservation efforts that benefit federa lly listed, 
proposed, or candidate species or other at-risk-species. The Boy Scouts may be able to obtain additional 
financial assistance through one of these grant programs for additional funding for conservation actions 
on the Griffith League Ranch. The Service will be distributing information about these two new grant 
programs in the future. 

I appreciate your interest in this project and commend the Boy Scouts of America for their commitment 
to the conservation of endangered species. If you have any additional concerns about this matter, please 
contact the Service's Assistant Director for Endangered Species, Mr. Gary Frazer, at 202-208-4646. 

Sincerely, 

Gale A. Norton 



OFFICE Of THE GOVERNOR 
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<;OVEIINO& 

The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
United States Department of Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Madam Secretary: 

October 8, 2001 
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As you know, in Texas we have tried to forge new, improved relationships between landowners and the 
US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS). We have made some progress but that process seems to have 
halted at least for the time being. 

One recent concern deals with the biological opinion issued by the USFWS regarding the Barton Springs 
Salamander. We do nol believe that this opinion was subjected to competent peer review or scrutiny at 
the national level within your agency. The concerns that have been raised by many concerned landowners 
have to do with the scientific basis for this opinion. We would ask that your office carefully review this 
opinion. Landowners could face possible restrictions on their use of land based on USFWS claims about 
water quality issues that have not been connected to direct harm of endangered species. 

An additional concern we have is with the relationship among landowners, agriculture and USFWS 
centers around Texas' extraordinarily successful volunteer cowbird-trapping program to reduce cowbird 
parasitism on both endangered and declining songbird species, including the black-capped vireo. This 
program has been a national model, demonstrating how landowners, biologists and birders from very 
diverse backgrounds, can achieve appropriate, workable solutions. 

We were, therefore, ciiSturbc:d to learn tha~ the m~eup·of tl1e rc;;\1Ved bt~k-cappe<l ~ reo recovery· team 
appointed by USFWS does not reflect the true constituency and partnership of this essential effort . . In 
fact, a number-of individuals who have been instrumental in this overall effort from the start have not 
been included, whereas several appointed to this recovery team by USFWS have not been involved. To 
be successful, the new recovery team needs to be diverse and representative of the Texas stakeholders. 

We are only writing to express our concerns and believe that solutions reached in a fair, objective manner 
are the best solutions. We appreciate your attention to th.is matter and look forward to working with you 
on a solution. 

~~ 
Susan Combs 

Governor Commissioner of Agriculture 

Po-.,- Orna Box 12428 At·sn~. ~ 7871 l (512) 46~2000 (Vo,ce)l{512H75-3 16S (TDD) 
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The Honorable Gale A. Nonon 
Secretary of the lnterior 
United States Depanment of lnterim 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washini;?ton. D.C. 20240 

Dear Madam Secretary: 

October 8. 2001 
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As you know. in Texas we have tried to forge new, improved relationships between landowners and the 
US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS). We have made s0me progress but that process seems to have 
halted at least for the time being. 

One recent concern deals with the biological opinion issued by the USFWS regarding the Banon Springs 
Salamander. We do not believe that this opinion ,>.•as subjected to competent peer review or scrutiny at 
the national level within your agency. The concerns tr.at have b~en raised by many com..erncd landowners 
have to do with the scientific basis for this opinion. We would ask that your office carefully review this 
opinion. Landowners could face possible restrictions on their USl" of land based on l.1SFWS claims about 
wa,er quality issues that have not been connected to direct harm of endangered species. 

An additional concern we have 1s with the relationship among landowners, agric.ulture and USFWS 
centers around Texas' extraordinarily successful volunteer cowbird-trapping program to reduce cowbird 
parasitism on both endangered and declining songbird species, including the black-capped vireo. This 
program has been a national model, demonstrating how landowners, biologists and birders from very 
diverse backgrounds, can achieve appropriate, workable solutions. 

We ,;y'ere. ti'lerefore, ciislurbc:d ttJ ieam ti'lat 1he mc1i<.eup uf 1i1e re, ;-.,::-.d bi&.;t.-~cippeci vireo reccv~y tean, 
appointed by USFWS does not reflect the true constituency and pannersrup of this essential effort. ln 
fact, a number-of individuals who have been instrumental in this overall effort from the start have not 
been included. whereas several appointed to this recovery team by USFWS have not been involved. To 
be successful. the new recovery team needs to be diverse and repre~entat1ve of the Texas stakeholders. 

We are only writing to express our concerns and belie\'e that sol111ions reached in a fair, objective manner 
c1rt' the best solutions. We appreciate your attention to this maner and look forward to working with you 
on a solution. 

~~ 
Susan Combs 

Governor Commissioner of Agriculture 

PO'IT Oma Box 12428 Al'rn-.. Tow 78711 (512) 463-2000 cvo,a)/(512)475·3165 (TDD 



Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 7871 I 

Dear Governor Perry: 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

JAN 1 5 2002 

Thank you for your October 8, 2001, letter regarding the draft biological opinion issued by the 
Fish and Wildlife Service to the Environmental Protection Agency to evaluate the effects of their 
general construction permit on listed species in Texas and for your comments on the 
composition of the recently assembled recovery team for the black-capped vireo. 1 apologize for 
the delay in responding to you. 

1 appreciate your concern that the Service's draft biological opinion on the effects of the 
Environmental Protection Agency's general construction permit on the Barton Springs 
salamander refle.ct the best available science and information. The draft opinion has been 
reviewed by both the Service 's regional and national staff and the Service continues to work 
with the EPA to address issues associated with the draft. One of the Service's most experienced 
managers, Mr. Dale Hall, is now Acting Regional Director for the Service's Southwest Region. 
Mr. Hall has been made aware of the priority to finalize the Barton Springs consultation, and has 
been asked to work with you, the EPA and others to resolve the outstanding Barton Springs 
salamander issues. 

The Service also is committed to having a diversity of views represented on its recovery teams. 
ln June 2001, a group of individuals was invited to serve on the Black-Capped Vireo Recovery 
Team. Some of these individuals were asked to serve on the Recovery Team's Technical 
Subcommittee to provide expertise on the biology and ecology of the vireo and its habitat. 
Others were invited to serve on the Team's Stakeholder Subcommittee to provide expertise on 
the socio-economic aspects of the plan and the feasibility and appropriateness of recommended 
recovery tasks. 

Since the initial meeting of the Recovery Team on August 21, 2001, the Service has expanded its 
efforts to further diversify the team's membership to ensure that the new recovery plan will be 
representative of and responsive to the views of local communities and our conservation 
partners. In October 2001, the membership of the team was broadened by extending invitations 
to representatives from the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Texas Wildlife Association, 
The Nature Conservancy of Texas, Texas Audubon Society, Texas Farm Bureau, and Central 
Texas Cattleman's Association. The Texas Fann Bureau specifically requested that Dr. Wallace 
Klussmann, Mr. Steve Bauer, Dr. Pat Reardon, and Mr. Steve Manning be invited to join the 



Honorable Rick Perry 

recovery team. Invitations to join the team were extended to those four gentlemen; all have 
accepted the invitation. This will bring the number of stakeholders on the team to 14, with a 
total of 27 team members. The next meeting, scheduled for January 16, 2002, will be the first 
opportunity for the entire team to meet and work together. Enclosed please find a list of the 
Black-Capped Vireo Recovery Team members. 

2 

1 commend your State's efforts to conserve endangered and declining songbird species and agree 
that the Texas program serves.as a national model for how landowners, biologists, and birders of 
diverse backgrounds can achieve workable solutions. Without question, conservation reached 
through communication and cooperation is the best solution. If you need any further assistance 
on this maner, please contact Mr. Dale Hall, the Service's Acting Southwest Regional Director, 
at (505) 248-6910. 

Sincerely, 

Gale A. Norton 

Enclosure 



BLACK-CAPPED VIREO RECOVERY TEAM 

TECHNICAL SUBCOMMITTEE: 

Name Entity/lnterest Expertise 

John Cornelius Ft. Hood bird biologist/habitat expert 

Tim Hayden USCOE-CERL ornithological researcher 

Joe Grzybowski Sam Noble Oklahoma field expertise 
Museum 

Bill Armstrong TPWD, Kerr WMA ag/habitat manipulation 

Jeff Hatfield Patuxent statistician/modeling 

Christina Longacre USFWS lead for species 

Dave Diamond Missouri. Resource habitat expert 
Assessment Partnership 

Chuck Sexton BCNWR bird/habitat expert 

Doug Slack (Leader) TexasA&M bird biologist 

Frank Thompson U.S. Forest Service cowbird expert 

Stanley Temple Univ. Wisconsin modeling - participation 
uncertain 

Margaret Brittingham Penn State University cowbird expert -
participation uncertain 

STAKEHOLDER SUBCOMMITTEE: 

Name Entity/) nt er est Expertise 

Clay Jones Jones North Ranch ag economics 

Donald Neal Neal Ranch cattle operations 

Deidre Heisler TPWD recreation within preserves 

Todd Janssen Del Webb Sun City developer 

Mel Hinson City of Austin P ARD worked on BCP 

Bebe Fenstermaker Citizen landowner with birds 



David Wolfe Environmental Defense non-profit, incentive-based 
conservation 

Paul Robertson TPWD representative for TPWD 
BCV researchers 

Pat Reardon Texas Wildlife Association representative for TWA 

Terry Austin Audubon Society representative for Texas 
chapter 

Wallace Klussmann Texas Fann Bureau representing TFB 

Stephen Bauer Texas Fann Bureau representing TFB 

Steve Manning Central TX Cattlemen's representative for CTCA 
Assoc. 

Gary Amand TNC Central Texas Program 
Manager (replacing Jeff 
Weigel at request ofTNC) 

William Burman City of San Antonio participation uncertain 



OFFICE OF THE GOVERNO R 

lllCX PERRY 

GOVEllNOR 

April 30, 2002 

The Honorable Christine Todd Whitman 
Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Administrator Whitman and Secretary Norton': 

I understand that the U.S. Departmenfof Interior and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency are . 
currently considering a request by the State of Chihuahua and their consultants to fund the Rio Conchas 
Watershed Management Project. On behalf of the State of Texas, I strongly urge that you deny any 
request for funding until Mexico, .specifically the State of Chihuahua, meets its obligation to provide 1.5 

. mi!lion acre-feet of water in complianc~ with the 1944 Wate:-·Treaty. 

Although the concept paper for the Rio Conchas Watershed Management Project states that "almost 
one-third of the Conchas' waters have been dedicated by Mexico to cover part of the quota committed 
by the International Treaty of 1944 with the USA," the proposal ironically gives no indication that a goal 
of this project will be to ensure the delivery of water owed by Mexico to the U.S. or that the treaty 
obligations will be incorporated into the management model. 

Funding this request while Mexico is still far behind in its water treaty obligations would be adding 
insult to real economic inj ur.Y. to the citizens~farmers, and ranchers of South Texas. 

. 1VIBVI3H33S 3All03.1X3 
3Hl .:10 331.:f.:fO 

82 :QI WV 6- J.VW ZD 

03Al303~ 

Zl£S9S 

Posr Oma Box 12428 A US11N, TEXAS 78711 (512) 463-2000 (Voia)/(512)475-3165 (TDD) 



The Honorable Christine Todd Whitman 
The Honorable Gale A. North 
April30, 2002 
Page 2 

Current studies show Mexico's noncompliance with the treaty has resulted in the loss of 30,000 
jobs and a negative impact of $1 billion on Texas' economy. I respectfully request that the federal 
government refrain from funding this project and notify Mexico that it will be reconsidered when the 
treaty issues are substantially addressed. These actions will help amplify America's commitment to 
resolving this treaty violation and getting needed and long over due water to the citizens of Texas. 

RP:tgk 

cc: The Honorable George W. Bush 
The Honorable Paul H. O'Neill, Secretary of the Treasury, Department of the Treasury 
The Honorable Gwyn Shea, Secretary of State 
Texas Congressional Delegation Members 
Mr. Otto Reich, Assistant Secretary of State, U.S. Department of State 
Mr. Dennis Linksey, Border Coordinator, Office of Mexican Affairs, U.S. Department of State 
Mr. Carlos Ramirez, U.S. Commissioner, International Boundary and Water Commission 
Ms. Judith E. Ayres, Assistant Administrator for International Activities, Environmental Protection Agenc) 
Mr. Gregg Cooke, Regional Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
Mr. Raul Rodriguez, Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer, North American Development Bank 
Mr. Fernando Macias, General Manager, Border Environment Cooperation Commission 
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~,:,:rcrnrics ,-\ rm Vcnem,in 
1 :oit(.!<l St;lti;s Dep::i:rtroent of ,\f'.rirnlture 
, .in() Indc:pendcacc Ave, SW 
1V:1~h ir11?ton, DC 20250 

I i,::ar St:<:retarir:s Venemnn ond Norton: 

Secretary Gak \',J! t:,n 
United Stnt<.:s "0·:·1.w tr11011 1 ofil,e lnr, ,rior 
1849 C St, ~W 
Washington. nc ·.1r)2.10 

\',e appreciate your ba}anced :snd reasonable response to the :,afety conct:ms raised by t11e 
tt:t.:cnt National Transport:ition Snfety Board (NTSB) review of firefighting aircraft. 

{hscd on the NTSB's finding that tbere is no effective mechnnism in place to certify the 
:.:)foty of these planes, we understand the decis.ion to tennin:itc the use oflorge, fixecl
wing ,,ir tankers for the remainder of the 2004 fire season. After the tcagic 2002 fire 
~e:i.:;on where airtanker crashes killed 5 fire6ghters, the federa l 3overnment shon1d take 
.di ni:ce:,53.r'J steps to ensure the sa.f~ty of the men and women who risk their lives 
fighting fires . Moreover, it is essential to mitigate any risk thc!JC p l.mes might pose: to the 
l"1blic, particu.laTly since t:mki:rs may be called on to t1y near urb:m area!S. 

,.\$ you know, these airer.in wuc an important part of a fin; :-;t111prcs~ion strategy 1hat 
r,_·lies on initial attnck to p1event small fire starts. from bccmuing large-scale cvc.;nt3 that 
thrc:~,ren people, prop~rty aud 011r environment. That's w·hy -,...e .,pprcci;.itc the.; 
Admini:;tration's swift ongo i11g Ji.:ployment of replacement rt::sour1;1:s, p:-1rti~11):1rly the u:.,i:; 
,if 111odi (iecl C·l 30 aircraft, he:ivy and medium lift ht'!] icoptc~r'.;, ;ind s.ir:igk e11gioc un.h:rs 
(SCA TS) . 

. \ r:1;,id rcsp,rn~t.: is critil''.1l to insnri.ng that smalt fires .ln?. q111 d: ly c- .:ting uish<:cl before 
rl11iy gww difficu lt to contrnl, anrl we urge you to conr.inne yo11r efforts to deploy th1:s.: 
.inr.l ,~1hr.:r replacement n,s1)1n cr::s with all deliberate s:pecJ . W1: :tl:;u <.:nconr:1gc you to 
.-n1 11 in11c~ ynur w11rlc with tl1·~ F:\A to thoroughly ad<lu::,', 1h1.'. ;-; ·l!,:ly i:,sHc:s rais,~i l}y tlt\.' 
' l l S B I ~l1<lft. 
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·, . :•, I, ii l1 ·r.i:· . .. r·:111., Ji: ·::· .... ,;1 :,od in r.::.t:tblislting ·; :,j;_ . • , I , ·i i, ·:•:, · , , 1i: ,l fi1,·1i •:.hti1,/ 
i • • · . : · ·n tl ,,~ i, 111: ~ !, :r:1. 

/Pld___ 
Governor Mik,: J, •h: 

Governor R irk Pr:n y 

fj_~ _IJ ~ · _ 
<~ov,~innr Mik~ Governor Arnold Schwarz.e.negger 

< , , ,v,:1111., r Oknt~ S. \Valkec.. 



WASHINGTON 

' 
THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

JUN 1 8 200't 

The Honorable Bill Richardson 
Chair, Western Governors' Association 
1515 Cleveland Place, Suite 200 
Denver, Colora~o 80202 , 

The Honorable Bill Owens 
Vice -Chair Westem Governors' Association 
1515 Cleveland Place, Suite 200 
Denver, Colorado 80202 

Dear Governors Richardson and Owens: 

33J..05S 

THE DEPARTMENT OF T~E INTERIOR 

We are writing to provide additional information to address concerns over the effect of 
the termination of the large airtanker contract on the fire season this year. 

In our letters of May 18 and June 3, 2004, we stressed that safety is our core value in 
firefighting, and that we continue to be committed to the protection of communities from 
the threat ofwildland fires. As you know, we have aviation assets already assigned aµd 
activated. At this time, we have secured a total of 139 aircraft to supplement the loss of 
the airtanker support. This is an increased number from the last information we sent, 
you. These aircraft include the use of Single Engine Airtankers (SEA Ts), large 
helitankers helicopters, and medium helicopters which were previously available on a 
call-when needed contract basis. 

As we indicated previously, we have also activated the military Modular Airborne 
Firefighting System (MAFFS). The MAFFS are based in California, Colorado, 
Wyoming, and North Carolina, but are mobile and will be dispatched to locations on an 
as-needed basis depending upon national priorities. We have already deployed some 
MAFFS assets. 

The addition of alJ of these aircraft will enable Federal firefighters to maintain effective 
aviation support while ensuring the safety of pilots and aircraft as welJ as communities. 
We anticipate that these resources will enable us to achieve a near 99% success rate on 
initial and extended attack. 



We have also been working with the NTSB and the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) to establish procedures to determine the potential airworthiness of the previously 
contracted airtankers. 

As part of our work with the NTSB and FAA, we have requested information from the 
airtanker vendors to assess the airworthiness of their airtankers for possible firefighting 
contracts. The requests are based on criteria established in concert with the NTSB, the 
FAA, Department of the Interior, and the Forest Service. The Forest Service has 
contracted DxnCorp to evaluate the airtankers and the data to determine the potential 
airworthiness of these aircraft. 

DynCorp is working toward a rigorous and complete evaluation of the aircraft and data 
and will soon provide airworthiness recommendations to the Forest Service and 
Department of the Interior for the various aircraft types. A determination is expected 
soon on whether to re-contract for aircraft that meet FAA and NTSB criteria 

Although we are undertaking these efforts with DynCorp, we do not want to infer from 
this process that a high percentage of the large airtankers will shortly be returned to 
service. As indicated, irrespective of the outcome of this process, the Forest Service and 
the Department of the Interior will maintain adequate aviation resources for the upcoming 
fire season. 

We recognize how important it is to work closely with our tribal, State, and local 
firefighting partners to make the best use of our resources and to respond to what is likely 
to be another challenging fire season. We continue to work with State foresters to·update 
regional needs in the current fire season. We will continue to work closely with the 
Western Governor's Association and our wildland firefighting partners on placement of 
resources. 

We will keep you apprised on any further developments, and we are available to brief 
you and your staff at your earliest convenience. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
MARK.REY 
Under Secretary 
Natural Resources and Environment 

2 

f ~ - ~ 
P. LYNN SCARLETT 
Assistant Secretary 
Policy, Management and Budget 
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July 13, 2004 

The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
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Dear Secretary Norton: <;.; N (") 
f"'lrn - rn 

Thank you for the opportunity to be a part of the Take Pride in America program. ~bve< 
always held a special attachment to our natural, historic, and cultural resources. I am~le~ tol:::! 
participate in a program that encourages Texans to volunteer their time and expertiito. maintain-' 
and restore our unique treasures. ~ g:; 

>. 
I submit Texas Parks and Wildlife Department {TPWD) Executive Director Robert L Cook as 
the Texas state coordinator for the Take Pride in America program. TWPD is committed to 
achieving many of the same goals as the Take Pride in America program, and I am confident that 
Robert, or his designee, will represent Texas well. Mr. Cook' s contact information is: 

Mr. Robert L. Cook 
Executive Director 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
4200 Smith School Road 
Austin, Texas 78744 
Phone: 512/389-4802 

Thank you again for the opportunity to participate in this important program. Please feel free to 
contact my office if you need any additional assistance. 

Sincerely, 

RP:tgp 

cc: Mr. Robert L. Cook 
Ms. Susan Weddington, President and CEO, OneStar Foundation 
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c;m·EHNOR 

October 6, 2004 

The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
U.S. Department of Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Secretary Norton: 

I want to take a moment to express my appreciation for the sound policies that you have 
advanced in support of natural resources in the State of Texas. Your efforts lo improve national 
parks and protect vulnerable species have produced incalculable benefits to our environment. I 
am writing to request your assistance regarding the production of sheep and goats in Texas and 
the interaction of this industry with golden eagles. 

Currently, sheep and goat raisers of west central Texas are having a depredation problem with 
golden eagles. However, the protections afforded these majestic creatures, through the Bald 
Eagle and Golden Eagle Protection Act, requires individuals to apply for a permit to trap and 
transport golden eagles. In order to facilitate their application, I have asked the Texas Wildlife 
Damage Management Service to coordinate with the agriculture producers affected by the 
depredating eagles. Their efforts wil1 generate an application that describes the severe economic 
impact of the eagles on individual sheep and goat raisers who have suffered as much as an 80 
percent loss of their kid goats in one year. This loss is unacceptable when it can be mitigated 
through the coordinated efforts of federal and state government. 

The sheep and goat industry is very important to the State of Texas and generates more than 
$173 million in direct sales to the economy. However, the noble golden eagle is very deserving 
of federal and state protections that will allow these eagles to be moved without harm. 
Therefore, 1 recpectfully request your :issistance in providing the nc~.er.sary resource,; tc, ~d(lress 
this situation internally or in coordination with the Wildlife Services Program of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. It is my sincere hope that we can work together to address this 
problem while continuing your laudable efforts to protect and preserve our nation' s wildli fe. 

RP:lsp 

cc: Mr. Gary L. Nunley, State Director, Texas Wildlife Damage Management Service 
Mr. George Sultemeier, Past President, Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers' Association 
Mr. Kenneth Dierschke, President, Texas Fann Bureau 
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United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/AMB/019189 

Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 7871 I 

Dear Governor Perry: 

Washington, DC 20240 

r.lAN O 4 2005 

·;·; LI? ·Ar 

Thank you for your letter of October 6, 2004, to Secretary Gale Norton regarding the 
production of sheep and goats in Texas and the interaction of thi s industry with golden 
eagles. We are aware of the depredation problems that have been reported by goat and 
sheep ranchers in west central Texas. The Secretary has asked me to respond directly to 
you, and I apologize for the delay. 

On March 31. 2004, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service' s (Service) Texas State 
Administrator met with members of the Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers' Association to 
discuss the problem. Also present at that meeting were repre!)entatives from Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, U.S. Department of Agriculture Wildlife Services {USDA
WS), and a representative from your office. 

The sources of predator caused mortality to sheep and goats in western Texas are not 
well understood at this time. Some ranchers at the meeting believed it could be attributed 
to golden eagles, while others thought there could be many sources of predation, 
including feral hogs. 

Under a longstanding formal memorandum of understanding between the U.S. 
Departments of the Interior and Agriculture, USDA-WS is the Federal agency with the 
funding and responsibility for investigating golden eagle predation on sheep and goats in 
western Texas and undertaking any necessary control actjvities. 

Trapping and relocating eagles, if necessary, are difficult tasks which must be undertaken 
by fully qualified individuals in consideration for the welfare of the birds. USDA-WS 
personnel are well qualified for these tasks and have successfully worked with Texas 
ranchers to resolve golden eagle depredation problems in the pnst. In compliance with 
the memorandum of understanding between the agencies and upon approval of an 
application from USDA-WS, the Service may issue a pemiit authorizing them to conduct 
eagle depredation control activities. The Service will work with hoth USDA-WS and the 
State of Texas to ensure that such a permit application is addressed in an efficient 
manner. If USDA-WS determines that golden eagles are a significant cause of mortality, 



Honorable Rick Perry 2 

the Service will ensure that they have the necessary authorization to trap and relocate the 
offending birds. We will personally convey this message to the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

If you have further questions regarding this issue, please contact me, or have your staff contact 
Dale Hall, the Scrvice,.s Southwest Regional Director, at (505 ) 248-6282. 

Sincerely, 

(llA. 11p. 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish 

and Wildlife and Parks 



RICK PERRY 

GOVERNOR 

October 14, 2005 

Ms. Renee Orr 
5-Year Program Manager 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

Minerals Management Service (MS-4010) 
Room 3120, 382 Elden Street 
Herndon, Virginia 20170 

RE: Comments on the Preparation of the 5-Year Program for 2007-2012 

Dear Ms. Orr: 
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As the Governor of Texas, I am pleased to provide the U.S. Department of the Interior with 
comments on preparation of the 2007-2012 5-Year Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Leasing 
Program. Our U.S. energy policy greatly depends on the federal offshore leasing program. 
Given today's energy supply and price environment, it is critical that the department move 
aggressively to open all prospective OCS areas for leasing as soon as possible. 
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All acreage in the Central and Western Gulf of Mexico should continue to be offered during the 
2007-2012 period. Available acreage in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico should be expanded, and 
lease sales should be held in all prospective Alaska planning areas including the North Aleutian 
Planning Area. New initiatives should be undertaken to open the Pacific and Atlantic planning 
areas for leasing and development as well. Making these areas available for energy exploration 
and production is a national imperative, and I strongly encourage the Department of the Interior 
to be steadfast in its resolve to produce an offshore leasing program that will serve the national 
interest and maximize the OCS' contribution to future energy supplies. 

Oil and gas exploration and production can be accomplished in a safe and environmentally sound 
fashion. Extensive stakeholder consultations should be undertaken to address lingering concerns 
about offshore development in coastal states. These consultations are absolutely essential given 
federal offshore waters hold the greatest potential for finding new energy resources and bringing 
them to market in the next 5 to JO years. 

Finally, I encourage the Department of the Interior to assume a leadership role in passage of 
OCS revenue sharing legislation. In the aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, OCS revenues 
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Ms. Renee Orr 
October 14, 2005 
Page 2 

are needed to rebuild local communities and infrastructure in coastal areas so that offshore 
employees can return to home and to work. A primary lesson from the 2005 hurricane season is 
the strategic importance of the Gulf of Mexico energy industry to the nation's economic and 
energy security. The time has come to dedicate a portion of OCS revenues to coastal states and 
communities to ensure that critical infrastructure is in place to support offshore development 
activities. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important government initiative. I look 
forward to seeing the Draft Proposed Program in January 2006. I hope that it will represent 
considerable of change from today's policies and that it will signal a new era of cooperation 
between governments at all levels for the national good. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

RP:zcp 

cc: The Honorable Gale A. Norton, Secretary of the Interior, U.S. Department of the Interior 
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GOVERNOR 
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October 13, 2005 

Mr. Matthew J. Hogan 
Acting Director 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
l 849 C Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20242 

RE: Proposed Neches River National Wildlife Refuge 

Dear Mr. Hogan: 
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The State of Texas, beginning in 1997," undertook a comprehensive, innovative study ~the 
future water needs ofthis state. Since that time, the Texas Water Development Board, through 
regional planning groups, has identified needs in each region and has begun to identify methods 
in which to meet those water supply needs. That process is conlinuing today. 

The Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex is one of the fastest growing areas in this state, if not in the 
nation, and there is no doubt that the future water needs of this fast growth area will be very 
large. As a matter of fact, growth in the area is outpacing the projections upon which the 
planning process is based, so its water supply needs will likely be greater than what has been 
estimated and will outpace the availability of existing projects. One of the few methods of 
providing needed wa·~er to the people of Texas will be through the development of reservoirs in 
our state. 

Because of the scarcity of potential reservoir sites in Texas, it is important that we make sure to 
preserve those sites for the future. One potential site in East Texas is the Fastrill Reservoir site 
being studied by the City of Dallas and the Upper Neches River Municipal Water Authority. I 
am aware that your agency is studying the possibility of developing a wildlife refuge within the 
foo tprint ofFastrill, which would have the e~~t,~f s_t?pping the development of this reservoir: 

ln speaking with representatives of Dallas and the authority, 1 am convinced that they are willing 
to work with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service to achieve the objectives sought in the 
wildlife refuge, and to possibly do this in a more advantageous manner by consolidating tracts, 
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Mr. Matthew J. Hogan 
October 13, 2005 
Page2 

or by giving your agency the ability to acquire even more acreage than initially planned for the 
refuge. 

I urge you not to concur with the Region 2 Director's recommendation to grant project status to 
the Neches River Wildlife Refuge, and that you not acquire or accept any property within the 
Fastrill footprint until studies can be completed. I would further request that you work with the 
people of Dallas and the authority to find a solution that accomplishes the goals both for Texas 
and the nation. By working together with these entities, a solution can be reached whereby 
future Texans can be assured of adequate water resources while at the same time preserving 
prime bottomland hardwoods and wildlife habitat. 

Thank you for working with the people of Texas. Please keep me infonned of any developments 
in this area as this issue is of prime importance to my office and to all Texans. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

RP:zcp 

cc: The Honorable John Comyn, U.S. Senator, U.S. Senate 
The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison, U.S. Senator, U.S . Senate 
The Honorable Jeb Hensarling, U.S. Reprsentative, U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Gale A. Norton, Secretary of the Interior 
Mr. Mitch Butler, Council on Environmental Quality, Executive Office of the President 



United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/ ANRS/022930 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

FEB O 6 2006 

.345'15a 

Thank you for your letter of October 13, 2005, concerning the proposed Neches River National 
Wildlife Refuge and Fastrill Reservoir. I apologize for the delay in responding to your letter. 

The Service appreciates that the Texas Water Development Board wishes to have input into the 
proposed establishment of the refuge. 1be Service also understands the Texas Water 
Development Board's interest in the future water needs of Texas and its desire to preserve viable 
reservoir sites. 

The Service believes the refuge proposal submitted by its Southwest Region merits 
consideration. It is our intention to make a determination on those merits after full review of the 
project record. Nevertheless, we remain interested in the information forthcoming from the 

. study being conducted by the City of Dallas if it can be provided in the immediate future, 
especially to the degree that options that truly protect bottomland hardwood wildlife habitat 
resources are presented. 

The conservation of healthy bottomland hardwood resources has been one of the Service's goals 
in east Texas for many years. The Neches River area proposed for the refuge was identified as 
early as 1985 as a priority area. More recently, the site was considered as a wildlife refuge when 
it appeared that lands in the area, especially those lands owned by timber corporations, might be 
divested and subject to residential or commercial development. 

At present, we are still reviewing the project proposal and expect to make a decision in the near 
future. If we can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact me or Dr. Benjamin 
Tuggle, the Service's Acting Regional Director for the Southwest Region, at (505) 248-6282. 

Sincerely, 

/J~-411 
DIRECTOR 

TAKE PRIDE9~ 1 
lNAMERICA~ 



United States Department of the Interior 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/ ANRS/022930 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Ft..; v 6 :l06 

Thank you for your letter of October 13, 2005, concerning the proposed Neches River National 
Wildlife Refuge and Fastrill Reservoir. I apologize for the delay in responding to your letter. 

The Service appreciates that the Texas Water Development Board wishes to have input into the 
proposed establishment of the refuge. The Service also understands the Texas Water 
Development Board's interest in the future water needs of Texas and its desire to preserve viable 
reservoir sites. 

The Service believes the refuge proposal submitted by its Southwest Region merits 
consideration. It is our intention to make a determination on those merits after full review of the 
project record. Nevertheless, we remain interested in the information forthcoming from the 
study being conducted by the City of Dallas if it can be provided in the immediate future, 
especially to the degree that options that truly protect bottomland hardwood wildlife habitat 
resources are presented. 

The conservation of healthy bottomland hardwood resources has been one of the Service's goals 
in east Texas for many years. The Neches River area proposed for the refuge was identified as 
early as 1985 as a priority area More recently, the site was considered as a wildlife refuge when 
it appeared that lands in the area, especially those lands owned by timber corporations, might be 
divested and subject to residential or commercial development. 

At present, we are still reviewing the project proposal and expect to make a decision in the near 
future. If we can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact me or Dr. Benjamin 
Tuggle, the Service's Acting Regional Director for the Southwest Region, at (505) 248-6282. 

Sincerely, 

H. Dale Hall 

DIRECTOR 

TAKE PRIDE"ll'f::, 1 
I NAM ERICA~ 
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May 30, 2006 

Mr. Dirk Kempthome 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Wasrungton, D.C. 20240 

Dear Secretary Kempthome: 

In 1997, the State of Texas, through the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB), began the 
process of planning for our state's future water needs. Through regional planrung, TWDB has 
identified what those needs will he for the next 50 years, and has begun to identify projects that 
will help meet those needs. 

PAGE 02 

The Dallas/Fa~ Worth mctroplex is one of the fastest erowing areas in our state. There is no 
question that wat:r supply projects beyond what is currently available must be identified and 
developed for the metroplex to meet its future needs. One of the projects proposed is the Fastrill 
Rese1voir in East Texas, a reservoir site that has been present in the Texas state water plan since 
the early I 960's . The City of Dallas and the Uppet' Neches River Municipal Water Authority 
(authority) ore currently conducting studies to detennine the feasibility of this proposed site. The 
City of Dallas provides water not only to Dallas proper, but to more tha., 30 surrounding cities in 
the metroplcx. The high level of projected gro'Wth in this seJVice area over the next few decades 
dictates that the need for water for this growing population will grow exponentially as well. 

Currently, the U.S. Fish and Wildli fe Service (USFWS) is studying a proposal co place a wildlife 
refuge within the footprint of F astrill Reservoir. Designation of this refuge and acceptance of 
any J,md into it would preclude the development of the reservoir. Because reservoir sites are so 
rare, we have as\ced USFWS to ~lay making a decision until such time as all parties can 
complete cum:nt studies and have been given ample opportunity to work together and possibly 
negotiate the relocation of the proposed refuge in an area that may be more suitable, allowing for 
the development of both the refuge and the reservoir. TWDB, for example, has just let a contract 
to three engineering finns to study and produce a report on the remaining viable reservoir sites 
left in Texas , •.vh,ch may or may not include fastrill Reservoir. That report is scheduled 10 be 
completed by December 2006. 
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Mr. Dirk Kcmpthomc 
May 30, 2006 
Page 2 

l am told that USFWS and our Texas Parks and Wildlife Department have been meeting with 
representatives of DaJlas and the au1hority. I am concerned that 1he USFWS representatives are 
proposing to move too quickly. I suggest giving the parties e chance to develop alternatives, and 
ask. that you direct USFWS to delay any decision until such time as the TWDB study is 
completed. Oday of a decision in this instance from the arbitrary June I deadline until the 
TWDB stu~y can be completed should not be considered unreasonable. I support wildlife 
conservation anq refuges, but I also believe thi~ can be accomplished in conjunction v.ith 
meeting our state's water needs. 

Delaying trus decision does nothing to prevent the ultimate development of a wildlife refuge in 
the region or 10 otherwise preclude such dc$ignation. Swift acticn and designation of the Neches 
River National Wildlife Refuge within the footprint offastrill Reservoir would, howcv~. 
preclude the rievelopment of the reservoir. no matter what these ongoing studies will show. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter and your willingness to work with the people of 
Texas. This i:. of prime irn portance to a significant numbeT of citizens of this great state. 

~· .. K Jeee~ 
~ :_:__; 
Governor 

RP:zcp 

cc : The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison, U.S. Senator, U.S.Scnate 
The Honorable John Comyn;U.S. Senator, U.S. Senate 
The Honorable Sam Johnson, U.S. Representative, U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Eddie Bernice Johnson, U.S. Representative, U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Pe1c Sessions, U.S. Representative. U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Jcb Hcnsarling, U.S. Representative, U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Kenny Marchant, U.S. Representative, U.S. House of Representatives 
Mr. Barry Jackson, Director, Office of Strategic Initiatives 
Mr. David P. Smith, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Department of the 1nterior 
Mr. H. Dale Hall, Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Mr. Mitchell J . Butler, Attorney Advisor, Co\UlCil on Environmental Quality 
Mr. Joseph B. C. fil7.simons, Chsirman, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
Mr. E. G. Rod Pittman, Chairm;in, Texas Water Development Board 
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United States Department of the Interior 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/ANRS/025&49/349719 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

AUG 2 3 2006 

Thank you for your letter of May 30, 2006, to Secretary Kempthorne requesting that the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (Service) delay approval of the establishment of the Neches River National 
Wildlife Refuge (Refuge). We appreciate your concerns with respect to the City of Dallas and the 
Upper Neches River Municipal Water Authority's interest in the same site for the development of the 
proposed Fastrill Reservoir. 

The conservation of the healthy bottom land hardwood resources in east Texas has been the Service's 
goal since 1985. More than 60 percent of the lands along this stretch of the Neches River are owned 
in larger tracts by interests that for the last 30 or 40 years have left the bottomland resources 
relatively untouched. We recognize that the habitat along the proposed project footprint is not 
considered "old growth." Nevertheless, there are smaller tracts along this stretch of river wherein 
bottom land resources have been moderately disturbed. The full stretch of the Neches River together 
with the proposal presents the best compendium of mature bottomland hardwood resources that could 
be conserved and managed without a large investment by the United States in reforestation. 

We initially delayed a final decision on approving this new refuge at the request oflocal offic ials and 
to hear the concerns of all stakeholders. We have decided at this time to approve establishment of 
Neches River National Wildlife Refuge. The refuge will be established at such time as the first 
parcel of land is acquired. Lands within the approved refuge boundary would be acquired by the 
United States as funding becomes available and only from willing sellers. Lands would be acquired 
using funds appropriated by Congress, or approved through the Migratory Bird Conservation 
Commission, which requires the Governor's approval, or through donation. 

Now that we have approved the establishment of the Neches River National Wildlife Refuge, we 
look forward to working with your office, the citizens of east Texas, the City of Dallas, the Upper 
Neches River Municipal Water Authority, and other interested State and local government officials 
on the details regarding management of the refuge. 

Sincerely, 



, 11 I ,1,, q 1111 ' 'I· I' I,,. I, 1111 ·I" I Ill 111111,1 · ,, 1111' I' J 

JBLICAN GOVERNORS ASSOCIATION 
11svlv,111i:1 Ave,~ . NW.~111r .!'>O • W.1shi11~1011, l)C :?OIIOf, 

,..... , 
l u _ 

l !.....! ---
Li.J 
C) 
L· J 
u::: 

- -· 
('~ 

::1. 
a... 

N 
~" 
~ 
<C -, 
co 
c::, 
c::, 
c:....., 

- ·· 
' I 

'. 
l...J 

~ 
~~ 
UNITED WE STAND 

The Honorable Dirk Kempthorne 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
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The I lonorable Dirk Kempthorne 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
I 849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Secretary Kempthorne, 

January 15, 2008 

On behalf of the Republican Governors of the United States, I invite you be our guest at the I 41
h 

annual gala, "A Celebration of America's Leaders"in Washington, DC on Monday, February 25, 
2008. 

I am expecting all 21 of my colleagues to be in attendance for this gala along with special guest 
Presidem George W. Bush. This is the RGA 's largest event and will hcdp give us the resources to 
compete in I l gubernatorial races this year. 

A successful event will also help us prepare for the 20 IO elections. The governors in office that 
year will be instrumental in determining the make up of Congress for the next decade. 
Republicans could easily see a swing of 26 seats j ust by electing 7 new governors in key states 
before 20 I 0. 

The gala wil l be held at the National Building Museum (401 F Street, NW) from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. 

To RSVP please fi ll out the attached reply form, or contact Angela Meyers at (202) 662-414 1 or 
ameycrs@rga.org. 

I look forward to seeing you on February 25, 2008. 

Sincerely. 

Governor Rick Perry 
State of Texas 
RGA Chairman 

UCA • 1747 f'n1nsylm11ia A1.·1·n11('. NW. Suitr 250 • W<L~hington, l>C :!OOOf> '(:.!O:.!) M:! -./'J:.!O ph • (:.!02) 66:.!· ./'}:!./f1n ' 1nm•.1YJ11.1m1 

Poidfor by the Republican Got'<'TWll'S Association . 



2008 "A Celebration of America's Leaders" 

R.S.V.P. 
_ _ Yes , I will attend the RGA's "A Celebration of America 's Leaders» as a guest of the RGA. 

Tickets will be available for pick up under each guest's last name: 

Monday, February 251
~ 

Event begins at 5:30 p.m. 

3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Will Call Hours 

National Building Museum, 401 F Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 

Please use the G Street Entrance **Dress for the event: Business attire 

Special Guest: President George W. Bush 

Hosts: 

Governor Mark Sanford, (SC), "A Celebration of America's Leaders" Cha irman 
Govern0r Rick Perry, (TX), RGA Chairman 
Governor Matt Blunt, (MO), RGA Vice Chainnan 

Invited Guests: 
Republican Governors of the United States 
United States Cabinet und Administration Officials 
U.S. Republican Members of the Senate 
U.S. Republican Members of the llouse 

Spouse/Guest: _ _______________ _______ __ _ 

Contact Information: 

NAME 

OFFICE 

PHONE FAX E-MAIL 

Questions: Kiley Herring 202-662-4145 I kherring@rga.org 

RSVP: Please fax this form lo: FAX: 202-662-4924 
Republican Governors Association 
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 
Washington, DC 20006 

r.iid for by lhe Republic.in Governors Associ.ilion. 



May 20, 2008 

The Honorable Dirk Kemplhorne 
Secretary ,,., 
U.S. Department of Interior 
1849 C Slrect, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
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Re: Gulf Coast Coasml fmpact Assbtance Peowm 

Dear Secretary Kempthome: 

<:'.! ,,,n 
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f'T10 
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::::0 -4 ::i: 
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As you know, our states have been, and remain, finnly conunined 10 supponing th~!itlon·t':> 
energy needs through oil and gas production in our respective stale waters and adjacenl federal wihs. W(y,) 
also believe that our stales. which beer the burden of supporting the Gulf Coast's oil and gas praltuction:
have earned the opportunity to receive enhanced revenues associated with Outer Continental Shelf oil and 
gas development and production adjacent 10 our respective states. Accordingly, we would like to take this 
opportunity 10 thank you and your agency for the diligent efforts in developing and administering the 
Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP) which provides one billion dollars of enhanced revenue to oil 
and gas-producing stales and coastal pol itical subdivisions. We ree<>gnizc the magnitude of this program 
and appreciate the assistance it will provide to the Gulf Coast states. 

from it's enacunent in 2005, we have worked closely with the Minerals Management Service 
(MMS) in developing the CIA P program and we arc highly appreciative of their efforts associated with this 
program. We believe that the individuals representing lhe MMS in this endeavor arc commi11ed to 
developing and implementing e program which is consislent with Congress· mandate. However, in working 
on this program for almost three years. we ha\'c devc loped, independent of one another, common concerns 
regarding 1hc CIAP. We would like 10 share these with you and ask that due consideration be given to 
resolvin$ these concerns. Our concerns are described in three areas below: 

I . CJAP Plan Approval - It appears that among each state's CIAP plan. projects have emerged 
which require additional justification and infonnation. We continue to provide additional 
information in order to gain approval. As it stands now. however, a ClAP plan wi ll not gain 
approval unless all projects contained within the plan arc approved. We re.,pecrfufly request 
co1asideration of on approach whert!by the projects with which there art no questions ()r 
issu<'s car, be approved while wt continue w work through issues ossociored w11h 1itht!r 
projtcts. This will allow CIAP rl!cipients the upportunity ro proceed with lmplemen1uri11n of 
imptmont projects in a cosl·elfecti're and timely manner. 

2. Authorjzed Use IH - Congress allowed for CIAP funding to be spent in one of five ways as 
described in the 2005 E.iiergy Policy Ac1. These five ways in which the funding can be spent 
are referred 10 as Au1horlud Uses. AuthOl'ized Use #4 allows for ~implcmentarion of a 
federally-approved marine, coastal or comprehensive conservation menagemen1 plan:· While 
we believe this is a valid authorized use as ii js wrjnm, it is currently being interpreted by 
fcckral officials 10 exclude recreational. public access and economic development projects. 
No~here in the 2005 Energy Policy Act or the CIAP program guidance arc these ci1clusions 
mentioned. We would also like to note that conservation goals along with recreational. public 
access and economic gl)&ls can be achieved simullancously rhrough implementation of l•n-lh<!· 



The Honorable Dirk J<empthome 
May 20, 2008 
Page2 

ground projects that are designed in an sustainable, environmentally-sensitive way. Those 
goals do not have to compete with one another or be mutually exclusive. For example. a pier 
construction project can support fishery population research and protect endangered species, 
as well as provide an opportunity for public access and recreation. As such, we re!lpc('(ju/ly 
request consideration of an alternotiloe, simpler interpretation nf this Authorl:ed Uu II./ 
which allows recreational, public access and economic development projuts us long u.f they 
ore contained within a federully approved plan as described in Authori;ed Use #./ nf tlte 
Energy Policy Act of 1005. 

3. Authorized Use #l - Authorized Use 111 allows "projects and activities for che conservation. 
prote-ction, or restoration of coastal areas. including wetlands;.. While we believe this is a 
valid auchorized use as jt j3 written, we feel the term "conservation" is currently being 
interpreted by federal officials as "preservation" as it relates to the proposed land acquisicion 
projects. This interpretation is limiting the potential of these lands to be used to the fullest 
extent for public use and enjoyment while staying within the state conservation guidelines. 
Mose slate conservation managemenl plans allow and promote public use of public lands. W11 
respectfully request consideration of on alternative interpretation of "consen>alion." one thul 
i.f consistent with .flate comervotion plans. 

4. ClAP Gran\ Proiu;!!ID - We are concerned about the CIAP grant program as it is currently 
being implemented. Currently, each project contained within an approved Final CIAI' plan 
must also receive an individual grant award prior co implementation. Once the program is 
fully up and running, this will resuk in, literally, hundreds of grant applications that will 
require simultaneous processing by federal officials. The first and only CIAP grant awarded 
to date took five months to process prior 10 its award, a lime frame we find both unreasonable 
and unacceptable. We rts1Nctfally request comiderution of an approach that will 
dramatically streamline the CIAP grunt process. We suggest an upprooch that will i:uuf! a 
grant Ullfurtl tu u stutr undone 11, el)(:h of its associated county or parish upon receipt uf final 
plan upprov11I. This would allow "significantly smaller commitment in popen1•orA prucessinx 
and allow federal uffic:iuls to foc11s 1111 monitoring and site visits. A /:so. thlJ appr(){J('h fo/lou·s 
the precedent ut by the }00 I CIA P program administered by the Department nf l ·umm11rce. 

Thank you in oovancc for your consideration of the issues raised in this correspondeni.:c. We 
believe the CIAP program can be an incredibly effecti\o c tool for the Gulf Coast and appreciate evayching 
the: Department of lnlcrior has done to make th is a realily. If you have any questions °' desire any 
additional information. we stand ready to provide that ror you. 

~~ 
Bob Riley . '; 

Governor of Alabamy 

~ '"~ Governor of Louisiana 

cc: The Honorable Randall B. Luthi, MMS Director 
Waller Cruickshank. MMS Deputy Director 
M. Barnett Lawley, ADCNR Commissioner 

Rick Perry 
Governor of T cxas 

William Walker. Ph.D .. Executive Director. Mississippi DMR 
Sco11 A. Angelle. Sern:t.ary. Louisiana DNR 
Jerry Pallenon. Commissioner. Texas General Land Office 
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Secretary ,,, 
U, S. Dcpartmenl of lnlerior 
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Re: Qui( Coost Coastal Impact Assistance Prouam 

Dear Secretary Kempthome: 
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As you know, our states have been, and remain, firmly committed to supporting th~!iTion·t':> 
energy needs through oil and gas production in our respective state waters and adjacent federal wii!rs. W&,,,> 
olso believe that our Slates. which bear the burden of supporting the Gulf Coast's oil and gas p~uctil,n:
have earned the opportunity to receive enhanced revenues associated with Ouler Continental Shelf oil and 
gas developmenl and production adjacent to our rcspec1ive states. Accordingly, we would like to 1ake 1his 
opponunity to 1hank you and )'Our agency for lhe di ligent efforts in developing end administering the 
Coastal Imp.cl Assistance Program (CIAP) which provides one billion dollars of enhanced revenue 10 oil 
and gas-producing stales and coastal political subdivisions. We recognize the magnitude of this program 
and appreciate the assistance it will provide to the Gulf Comt states. 

f rom il's enactmenl in 200~, we have worked closely with the Minerals Managemerll Service 
(MMS) in developing the CIAP program and we are highly appreciative of their efTons associated with 1his 
program. We believe that the individuals representing lhe MMS in !his endeavor are commiued to 
developing and implementing a program which is consistent with Congress· mandate. However, in working 
on this program for almost three years. we have developed, independern of one another, common concerns 
regarding the CIAP. We would like 10 share these wi1h you and ask lhat due consideration be given to 
rt.'SOlvin~ these cone ems. Our concerns arc described in rhree areas below: 

I. ClAP Piao Approval - It appear, that among each state's CIAP plan. projects have emerged 
which require additional jus1ifteation and information. We continue to provide additional 
information in order to gain approval. As it stands now, however, a CIAP plan will not gain 
approval unlt$S ill! projects contained within the plan are approved. Wt re.fptcrfufly rfquf.H 
considuotion of on approach whereby the projuts with which thtrc ore nn questions or 
issues can be approved while we continue In wnrk through issues ossociored 11'/lh otht!r 
projects. This ll'ill allow CIAP recipients the upporllmity 10 proceed with fmpleme111u1i11n of 
important projects in a cosl·effeclive and timely manner. 

2. Authorjud Use #'4 • Congress allowed for CIAP funding to be spent in one of live way~ as 
described in the 2005 Energy Policy Act. These five ways in which the fonding can be spent 
are referred 10 as Authorized Uses. Authorized Use #4 allows for ~implemcnt.a1ion or a 
Federally-approved marine. coas1al or comprehensive conservation managemenl plan." While 
we believe this is a valid authorized use as ii js wrinm. it is currently being in1.erpre1ed by 
federal officials to exclude recreational. public access and economic development. projects. 
No\\here in 1he 2005 Energy Policy Ac1 or 1he CIAP program guidance are these exclusion~ 
mtfltioncd. We would also like 10 note 1hat conservation goals along wi1h recrcalionnl. public 
access and economic goals can be achieved simultaneously rhrough implementation uf on-the· 
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ground projects lhat are designed in an sustainable, environmentally-sensitive way. Those 
goals do not have to compe1e with one another or be mutually exclusive. For example. a pier 
construction project can support fishery population research and protect endangered species, 
as well as provide an opportunity for public access and recreation. As such, we resfJl!C'lfally 
request consideration of an alternati,oe, simpler interpretation n/ this Authori:ed Uu II./ 
1•,hich allows recreational, public access and economic development projects as long a.f they 
are contained within a federally approved plan as described in Authori:ed Use #./ <>f rite 
Energy Policy Act of 1005. 

3. Aythorjzcd Use #J - Authorized Use 1# 1 allows "projects and activities for the conservation. 
protection, or reS1oration of coastal areas, including wetlands;~ While we believe this is a 
valid authorized use as jt js written, we feel the term "conservation" is currently being 
intcrpreled by federal officials as .. preservation" as it relates to the proposed land acquisition 
projects. This interpretation is limiting the potential of these lands to be used to the fullest 
extent for public ui.e and enjoyment while staying within the state conservation guidelines. 
Mosl state conservation managemenl plans allow and promote public use of public lands. W11 
respectfully req11est consideration uf '"' alternative i11terpr11tatio11 of "conservation ... om• thu1 
is consistent with irate comervution plons. 

4. CJAP Gool Pro&ram - We are concerned about the CIAP grant program as ii is currently 
being implemented . Current ly, each project conaained within an approved Final C IAI' plan 
must also receive an individual grant award prior to implememation. Once the program is 
fully up and running, this will resuk in, literally, hundreds of grant applications that will 
require simultaneous processing by federal officials. The first ood only CIAP grant awarded 
to date took five months to process prior to its award, a time frame we find both unreasonable 
and unacceptable. We respectfully reque.,r L'onsiderution of an approach that ll'ill 
dromarica/ly streamline the CIAP grunt process. We sugge.ft an upprooch that will i .'tflll' u 
gram uwurd tu u s1ute and une u, each of its ,issocialed county or parish upon receipl u/ final 
pion upprovo/. This wuuld allow" .rignlficanl/y smaller cummitment in popen,•orA pr,x:essinK 
and ullmv federul u.fficiuls to foc11.f 011 1111111imring and site visits. A /so. this appruoch .fnllou·s 
the precedent set by the 1001 CIAP program administered hy tht? Deportme11t ofComm~rce. 

Thank you in odvance for your considerl'.ltion or the issues raised in chis correspondem:c. We 
believe the CIAP program can be an incredibly effectiH tool for the Gulf Coast and appreciate everything 
the Department of Interior has done to make this a reality. If you have any questions or desire any 
additional information. we stand ready to provide that for you. 

7kM 
Bob Riley . '1 
Governor of Alabamy 

~;!f 
Governor of Louisiana 

cc: The Honorable Randall B. Luthi, MMS Director 
Walter Cruickshank. MMS Deputy Director 
M. Barnett Lawley, ADCNR Commissioner 

Rick Pe.rry 
Governor of Texas 

William Walker. Ph.D .• Executive Director. Mississippi DMR 
Sco11 A. Angelle. Sem~t:11). Louisiana DNR 
Jerry Panerson, Commissioner. TexM General Land Office 
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UNITED WE STAND 

The Honorable Dirk Kempthorne 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
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The I lonorable Dirk Kempthome 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
I 849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Secretary Kempthorne, 

January 15, 2008 

On behalf of the Republican Governors of the United States, I invite you be our guest at the I 41
h 

annual gala, "A Celebration of America's Leaders" in Washington, DC on Monday, Februc:.ry 25, 
2008. 

I am expecting all 21 of my colleagues to be in attendance for this gala along with special guest 
President George W. Bush. This is the RGA 's largest event and will hdp give us the resources to 
compete in I I gubernatorial races this year. 

A successful event will also help us prepare for the 20 IO elections. The governors in office that 
year will be instrumental in determining the make up of Congress for the next decade. 
Republicans could easily see a swing of26 seats just by electing 7 new governors in key states 
before 20 I 0. 

The gala wi ll be held at the National Building Museum (401 F Street, NW) from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. 

To RSVP please fill out the attached reply form, or contact Angela Meyers at (202) 662-4 141 or 
ameyers@rga.org. 

I look forward to seeing you on February 25, 2008. 

Sincerely. 

Governor Rick Perry 
Siate of Texas 
RGA Chairman 

UCA .. 1747 Pl'11nsylm11io A1.•c11uc. NW. S11il<' 2.50 • W<L~h i119ton. TX.' 20006 • ( :m:!) Mi:2 -./CJ:.!O ph • (:.!O:! J 66:.:-~9::.1 fm ' 1mt1 '. IY/11.111y 

Paid.fr>r by the Republimn Got•e111m'S Associotion. 



Republican Governors Association 

2008 "A Celebration of America's Leaders" 

R.S.V.P. 
_. _ _ Yes , J will attend the RGA's "A Celebration of America's Leaders" as a guest of the RGA. 

Tickets will be available for pick up under each guest's last name: 

Monday, February 251
b 

Event begins at 5:30 p.m. 

3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Will Call Hours 

National Building Museum, 401 F Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 

Please use the G Street Entrance **Dress for the event: Business attire 

Special Guest: 'President George W. Bush 

Hosts: 

Governor Mark Sanford, (SC), "A Celebra,ion ofAmerica 's Leadas" Chairman 
Govt:m0r Rick Perry, (TX), RGA Chairman 
Governor Matt Blunt, (MO), RGA Vice Chainnan 

Invited Guests : 
Republican Governors of the United States 
United States Cabinet and Administration Officials 
U.S. Republican Members of the Senate 
U.S. Republican Members of the House 

Spouse/Guest: _ _____________ _ _ _________ _ 

Contact Information: 

NAME 

OFFICE 

PHONE FAX E-MAIL 

Questions: Kilt)' Herring 202-662-4145 I kherring@rga.org 

RSVP: Please fax this form to : FAX: 202-662-4924 
Republican Governors Association 
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 
Washington, DC 20006 

P.Jid for by the Republican Governors Assorialion. 
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May 30, 2006 

Mr. Dirk Kempthom~ 
Secretary 

OtFICI OF THE Govr.JtNOR 

U.S. Department of1he Interior 
1849 C Street NW 
Washjngton, D.C. 20240 

Dear Secretary Kcmpthome: 

In 1997, the Slate of Texas, through the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB), began the 
process of planning for our state's future water needs. Through regional planning, TWDB has 
identified what those need!. will be for the next 50 years, and has begun to identify projects that 
will help mee1 those needs. 

The Dallas/For: Worth mctroplex is one of the fastest growing areas in our state. There is no 
question that wat~r supply projects beyond what is currently available must be identified end 
developed for the metropJex to meet its future needs. One of the projects proposed is the F astrill 
Reservoir in East Texas, a reservoir site that has been present in the Texas state water plan since 
the early I 960's. The City of DalJas and the Upper Neches River Municipal Water Authority 
(authority) ore currently conducting studies to detennine the feasibility of this proposed site. The 
City of Dallas provides water not only to Dallas proper, but to more tha., 30 surrounding cities in 
the metroplcx. The high level of projected grov.nh in this service nrea over the next few decades 
dictates that the need for water for 1his growing population will grow exponentially as well . 

Currently, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is studying a proposal to place a wildlife 
refuge within the footprint offastrill Reservoir. Designation oftrus refuge and acceptance of 
any land into it would preclude the development of the reservoir. Because reservoir sites are so 
rare, we have aslced USFWS to delay making a dedsion until such time as aJJ parties can 
complete cwn:nt studies and have been given ample opportunity to work together and possibly 
negotiate the relocation of the propo~d refuge in an area that may be more suitable, allowing for 
the deveJopment of both the refuge and the reservoir. TWDB, for example, has just let a contract 
to three engineering firms to study and produce a report on the remaining viable reservoir sites 
left in Texas. which may or may not include Fastrill Reservoir. That report is sd:cduled 10 be 
completed by December 2006. 

l'ClfT Oma 8c-, 12428 A l!JT'N, Tt:w 1"71 l (512) •6~2000 (V.,.ct)IO,., 7· l· I ,..,. Rtl>Y !>,.,,,a, 
V'!it ,_ Ta..'°'4J,,r,.C,Q,r nit °'"'=1.<l'IS>n SIT\ O' nn. ST~T'I OI ·rr.i...., 
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Mr. Dirk Kempthomc 
May 30, 2006 
Page 2 

l am told that USFWS and our Texas Parks and Wildlife Department have been meeting with 
representatives of Dallas and the authority. I am coneemcd that the USFWS representatives arc 
proposing to move too quickly. I suggest giving the parties e chance to develop alternatives, and 
ask that you direct USFWS to delay any decision until such time as the TWDB study is 
completed. Oday of a decision in this instance &om the arbitrary June t dendline until the 
TWDB study can be completed should not be considered unreasonable. I support wildlife 
conservation anq refuges, but I also believe this can be accomplished in conjunction v.ith 
meeting our state's water needs. 

Delaying th.is decision does nothing to prevent the ultimate development of a wildlife refuge in 
the region or to otherwise preclude such designation. Swift. acticn and designation of the Neches 
River National Wildlife Refuge within the footprint off astrill Reservoir would, however, 
preclude the <ievclopment of the reservoir, no matter wbat these ongoing studies wiJJ show. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matt.er and your willingness to work with the people of 
Texas. This i:. of prime importance to a significant number of citizens of thic great state. 

~~~ 
Governor 

RP:zcp 

cc: The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison, U.S. Stnator, U.S.Scnate 
The Honorable John Comyn; U.S. Senator, U.S. Senate 
The Honorable Sam Johnson. U.S. Representative. U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Eddie Bernice Johnson, U.S. RC,PJesentative, U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Pete Sessions, U.S. Representative, U.S. Ho\lse of Representatives 
The Honorable Jcb Hcnsarling, U.S. Representative, U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Kenny Marchant, U.S. Rcprtscotative, U.S. House of Reprcientativcs 
Mr. Bany Jackson, Director, Office of Stntegic Initiatives 
Mr. David P. Smith, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Department of the lntcrior 
Mr. H. Dale Hall, Director, U.S . Fish and Wildlife Service 
Mr. Mitchell J . But_ler,_Anomey ~dvisor, Council on Environmental Quality 
Mr. Joseph B. C. F,tzsamons, Chsuman, Tell.aS Parks and Wildlife Department 
Mr. E. G. Rod Pittman, Chairman, Texas Water Development Board 
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United States Department of the Interior 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/ ANRS/025849/349719 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

AUG 2 3 2006 

Thank you for your letter of May 30, 2006, to Secretary Kempthorne requesting that the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (Service) delay approval of the establislunent of the Neches River National 
Wildlife Refuge (Refuge). We appreciate your concerns with respect to the City of Dallas and the 
Upper Neches River Municipal Water Authority's interest in the same site for the development of the 
proposed Fastrill Reservoir. 

The conservation of the healthy bottomland hardwood resources in east Texas has been the Service's 
goal since 1985. More than 60 percent of the lands along this stretch of the Neches River are owned 
in larger tracts by interests that for the last 30 or 40 years have left the bottomland resources 
relatively untouched. We recognize that the habitat along the proposed project footprint is not 
considered "old growth." Nevertheless, there are smaller tracts along this stretch of river wherein 
bottom land resources have been moderately disturbed. The full stretch of the Neches River together 
with the proposal presents the best compendium of mature bottom land hardwood resources that could 
be conserved and managed without a large investment by the United States in reforestation. 

We initially delayed a final decision on approving this new refuge at the request of local officials and 
to hear the concerns of all stakeholders. We have decided at this time to approve establishment of 
Neches River National Wi ldlife Refuge. The refuge will be established at such time as the first 
parcel of land is acquired. Lands within the approved refuge boundary would be acquired by the 
United States as funding becomes available and only from willing sellers. Lands would be acquired 
using funds appropriated by Congress, or approved through the Migratory Bird Conservation 
Commission, which requires the Governor' s approval, or through donation. 

Now that we have approved the establishment of the Neches River National Wildlife Refuge, we 
look forward to working with your office, the citizens of east Texas, the City of Dallas, the Upper 
Neches River Municipal Water Authority, and other interested State and local government officials 
on the details regarding management of the refuge. 

Sincerely, 



United States Department of the Interior 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/ ANRS/022930 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

FEB O 6 2006 

Thank you for your letter of October 13, 2005, concerning the proposed Neches River National 
Wildlife Refuge and Fastrill Reservoir. I apologize for the delay in responding to your letter. 

The Service appreciates that the Texas Water Development Board wishes to have input into the 
proposed establishment of the refuge. The Service also understands the Texas Water 
Development Board's interest in the future water needs of Texas and its desire to preserve viable 
reservoir sites. 

The Service believes the refuge proposal submitted by its Southwest Region merits 
consideration. It is our intention to make a determination on those merits after full review of the 
project record. Nevertheless, we remain interested in the information forthcoming from the 
. study being conducted by the City of Dallas if it can be provided in the immediate future, 
especially to the degree that options that truly protect bottomland hardwood wildlife habitat 
resources are presented. 

The conservation of healthy bottomland hardwood resources has been one of the Service's goals 
in east Texas for many years. The Neches River area proposed for the refuge was identified as 
early as 1985 as a priority area. More recently, the site was considered as a wildlife refuge when 
it appeared that lands in the area, especially those lands owned by timber corporations, might be 
divested and subject to residential or commercial development. 

At present, we are still reviewing the project proposal and expect to make a decision in the near 
future. If we can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact me or Dr. Benjamin 
Tuggle, the Service's Acting Regional Director for the Southwest Region, at (505) 248-6282. 

Sincerely, 

_/J....{.4J/ 
DIRECTOR 

TAKE PRIDE4'iE:::: j 
INAMERICA~ 



United States Department of the Interior 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/ ANRS/022930 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Ft.i G 6 :~6 

Thank you for your letter of October 13, 2005, concerning the proposed Neches River National 
Wildlife Refuge and Fastrill Reservoir. I apologize for the delay in responding to your letter. 

The Service appreciates that the Texas Water Development Board wishes to have input into the 
proposed establislunent of the refuge. The Service also understands the Texas Water 
Development Board's interest in the future water needs of Texas and its desire to preserve viable 
reservoir sites. 

The Service believes the refuge proposal submitted by its Southwest Region merits 
consideration. It is our intention to make a determination on those merits after full review of the 
project record. Nevertheless, we remain interested in the information forthcoming from the 
study being conducted by the City of Dallas if it can be provided in the immediate future, 
especially to the degree that options that truly protect bottomland hardwood wildlife habitat 
resources are presented. 

The conservation of healthy bottomland hardwood resources has been one of the Service's goals 
in east Texas for many years. The Neches River area proposed for the refuge was identified as 
early as 1985 as a priority area More recently, the site was considered as a wildlife refuge when 
it appeared that lands in the area, especially those lands owned by timber corporations, might be 
divested and subject to residential or commercial development. 

At present, we are still reviewing the project proposal and expect to make a decision in the near 
future. If we can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact me or Dr. Benjamin 
Tuggle, the Service's Acting Regional Director for the Southwest Region, at (505) 248-6282. 

Sincerely, 

H. Dale Hall 

DIRECTOR 

TAKE PRIDg-lJ::::? 1 
INAMERICA~ 
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October 13, 2005 

Mr. Matthew J. Hogan 
Acting Director 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20242 

RE: Proposed Neches River National Wildlife Refuge 

Dear Mr. Hogan: 
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The State of Texas, beginning in 1997,'undertook a comprehensive, innovative study ~the 
future water needs of thls state. Since that time, the Texas Water Development Board, through 
regional planning groups, has identified needs in each region and has begun to identify methods 
in which to meet those water supply needs. Tbat process is conlinuing today. 

The Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex is one of the fastest growing areas in this state, if not in the 
nation, and there is no doubt that the future water needs of this fast growth area will be very 
large. As a matter of fact, growth in the area is outpacing the projections upon which the 
planning process is based, so its water supply needs will likely be greater than what has been 
estimated and will outpace the availability of existing projects. One of the few methods of 
providing needed wa·~er to the people of Texas will be through the development of reservoirs in 
our state. 

Because of the scarcity of potential reservoir sites in Texas, it is important that we make sure to 
preserve those sites for the future. One potential site in East Texas is the Fastrill Reservoir site 
being studied by the City of Dallas and the Upper Neches River Municipal Water Authority. l 
am aware that your agency is studying the possibility of developing a wildlife refuge within the 
footprint of Fastrill, which would have the effect of stopping the development of this reservoir: 

~ . ~ . .. : ;;. . . 

In speaking with representatives of Dallas and ilie authority, I am convinced that they are willing 
to work with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service to achieve the objectives sought in the 
wildlife refuge, and to possibly do this in a more advantageous manner by consolidating tracts, 
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Mr. Matthew J. Hogan 
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or by giving your agency the ability to acquire even more acreage than initially planned for the 
refuge. 

I urge you not to concur with the Region 2 Director's recommendation to grant project status to 
the Neches River Wildlife Refuge, and that you not acquire or accept any property within the 
Fastrill footprint until studies can be completed. I would further request that you work with the 
people of Dallas and the authority to find a solution that accomplishes the goals both for Texas 
and the nation. By working together with these entities, a solution can be reached whereby 
future Tex ans can be assured of adequate water resources while at the same time preserving 
prime bottomland hardwoods and wildlife habitat. 

Thank you for working with the people of Texas. Please keep me infonned of any developments 
in this area as this issue is of prime importance to my office and to all Texans. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

RP:zcp 

cc: The Honorable John Comyn, U.S. Senator, U.S. Senate 
The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison, U.S. Senator, U.S. Senate 
The Honorable Jeb Hensarling, U.S. Reprsentative, U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Gale A. Norton, Secretary of the Interior 
Mr. Mitch Butler, Council on Environmental Quality, Executive Office of the President 



RICK PERRY 

G OVERNO R 

October 14, 2005 

Ms. Renee Orr 
5-Year Program Manager 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

Minerals Management Service (MS-4010) 
Room 3120, 382 Elden Street 
Herndon, Virginia 20170 

RE: Comments on the Preparation of the 5-Y ear Program for 2007-2012 

Dear Ms. Orr: 
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As the Governor of Texas, 1 am pleased to provide the U.S . Department of the Interior with 
comments on preparation of the 2007-2012 5-Y ear Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Leasing 
Program. Our U.S. energy policy greatly depends on the federal offshore leasing program. 
Given today's energy supply and price environment. it is critical that the department move 
aggressively to open all prospective OCS areas for leasing as soon as possible. 
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All acreage in the Central and Western Gulf of Mexico should continue to be offered during the 
2007-2012 period. Available acreage in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico should be expanded, and 
lease sales should be held in all prospective Alaska planning areas including the North Aleutian 
Planning Area. New initiatives should be undertaken to open the Pacific and Atlantic planning 
areas for leasing and development as well. Making these areas available for energy exploration 
and production is a national imperative, and I strongly encourage the Department of the Interior 
to be steadfast in its resolve to produce an offshore leasing program that will serve the national 
interest and maximize the OCS' contribution to future energy supplies. 

Oil and gas exploration and production can be accomplished in a safe and environmentally sound 
fashion. Extensive stakeholder consultations should be undertaken to address lingering concerns 
about offshore development in coastal states. These consultations are absolutely essential given 
federal offshore waters hold the greatest potential for finding new energy resources and bringing 
them to market in the next 5 to 10 years. 

Finally, I encourage the Department of the Interior to assume a leadership role in passage of 
OCS revenue sharing legislation. In the aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, OCS revenues 

Posr Oma Box 12428 A1;s111,, T EXAS 78711 ( 512) 463-2000 (Vo1cE)IDtAl 7-1-1 Fat luuv SEaVICU 

VISrr --«' .TEXASo..t.lNE.COM 1ll! Omcw. W'8 Sm: OF 1Hf: STATE Of TEXA.\ 

;o 
f"1l 
n 
fTl 
< 
;1·1 
,---. 
---/ 



.. .. 

Ms. Renee Orr 
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are needed to rebuild local communities and infrastructure in coastal areas so that offshore 
employees can return to home and to work. A primary lesson from the 2005 hurricane season is 
the strategic importance of the Gulf of Mexico energy industry to the nation's economic and 
energy security. The time has come to dedicate a portion of OCS revenues to coastal states and 
communities to ensure that critical infrastructure is in place to support offshore development . 
activities. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important government initiative. l' look 
forward to seeing the Draft Proposed Program in January 2006. I hope that it will represent 
considerable of change from today's policies and that it will signal a new era of cooperation 
between governments at all levels for the national good. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

RP:zcp 

cc: The Honorable Gale A. Norton, Secretary of the Interior, U.S. Department of the Interior 



United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

Washington, DC 20240 TAKE PRU>~· 
tHA_MERICA 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/AMB/019189 rJAN O 4 2005 

Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 7871 I 

Dear Governor Perry: 

Thank you for your letter of October 6, 2004, to Secretary Gale Norton regarding the 
production of sheep and goats in Texas and the interaction of this industry with golden 
eagles. We are aware of the depredation problems that have been reported by goat and 
sheep ranchers in west central Texas. The Secretary has asked me to respond directly to 
you, and I apologize for the delay. 

On March 31. 2004, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service' s (Service) Texas State 
Administrator met with members of the Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers' Association to 
discuss the problem. Also present at that meeting were representatives from Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, U.S. Department of Agriculture Wildlife Services (USDA
WS), and a representative from your office. 

The sources of predator caused mortality to sheep and goats in western Texas are not 
well understood at this time. Some ranchers at the meeting believed it could be attributed 
to golden eagles, while others thought there could be many sources of predation, 
including feral hogs. 

Under a longstanding formal memorandum of understanding between the U.S. 
Departments of the Interior and Agriculture, USDA-WS is the Federal agency with the 
funding and responsibility fo r investigating golden eagle predation on sheep and goats in 
western Texas and undertaking any necessary control activities. 

Trapping and relocating eagles, if necessary, me difficult tasks which must be undertaken 
hy fully qualified individuals in consideration for the welfare of the birds. USOA-WS 
personne l are well qualified for these tasks and have successfully worked with Texas 
ranchers to resolve golden eagle depredation problems in the past. In compliance with 
the memorandum of understanding between the agencies and upon approval of an 
application from USDA-WS, the Service may issue a permit authorizing them to conduct 
eagle depredation control activities. The Service will work with hoth USDA-WS and the 
State of Texas to ensure that such a permit application is addressed in an effici ent 
manner. If USDA-WS detennines that golden eagles are a sign ifi<.:ant cause of mortal ity, 
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RICK l'fl\l\Y 

Ci0\'111lNOR 

The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
U.S. Department of!nterior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Secretary Norton: 

October 6, 2004 

I want to take a moment to express my appreciation for the sound policies that you have 
advanced in support of natural resources in the State of Texas. Your efforts to improve national 
parks and protect vulnerable species have produced incalculable benefits to our environment. I 
am writing to request your assistance regarding the production of sheep and goats in Texas and 
the interaction of this industry with golden eagles. 

Currently, sheep and goat raisers of west central Texas are havi ng a depredation problem with 
golden eagles. However, the protections afforded these majestic creatures, through the Bald 
Eagle and Golden Eagle Protection Act, requires individuals to apply for a permit to trap and 
transport golden eagles. In order to facilitate their application, I have asked the Texas Wildlife 
Damage Management Service to coordinate with the agriculture producers affected by the 
depredating eagles. Their efforts will generate an application that describes the severe economic 
impact of the eagles on individual sheep and goat raisers who have suffered as much as an 80 
percent loss of their kid goats in one year. This loss is unacceptable when it can be mitigated 
through the coordinated efforts of federal and state government. 

The sheep and goat industry is very important to the State of Texas and generates more than 
$173 million in direct sales to the economy. However, the noble golden eagle is very deserving 
of federal and state protections that will allow these eagles to be moved without hann. 
Therefore, 1 re:::pectfull}' request your .issistance in provi<!ing the nc~er.sary resourcei; tr, ~d,:lress 
this situation internally or in coordination with the Wildlife Services Program of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. It is my sincere hope that we can work together to address this 
problem while continuing your laudable efforts to protect and preserve our nation's wildlife. 

RP:lsp 

cc: Mr. Gary L. Nunley, State Director, Texas Wildlife Damage Management Service 
Mr. George Sultemeier, Past President, Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers' Association 
Mr. Kenneth Dierschke, President, Texas Farm Bureau 
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United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/ AMB/019189 

Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 7871 I 

Dear Governor Perry: 

Washingcon, DC 20240 

rJAN O 4 2005 

Thank you for your letter of October 6, 2004, to Secretary Gale Norton regarding the 
production of sheep and goats in Texas and the interaction of this industry with golden 
eagles. We are aware of the depredation problems that have been reported by goat and 
sheep ranchers in west central Texas. The Secretary has asked me to respond directly to 
you, and I apologize for the delay. 

On March 3 1. 2004, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (Service) Texas State 
Administrator met with members of the Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers· Association to 
discuss the problem. Also present at that meeting were representatives from Texas Parks 
and Wildl ife Department, U.S. Department of Agriculture Wildlife Services (USDA
WS), and a representative from your office. 

The sources of predator caused mortality to sheep and goats in western Texas are not 
well understood at this time. Some ranchers at the meeting believed it could be attributt:d 
to golden eagles, while others thought there could be many sources of predation, 
including feral hogs. 

Under a longstanding formal memorandum of understanding between the U.S. 
Departments of the Lnterior and Agriculture, USDA-WS is the Federal agency with the 
funding and responsibility for investigating golden eagle predation on sheep and goats in 
western Texas and undertaking any necessary control activities. 

Trapping and relocating eagles, if necessary, are difficult tasks which must be undertaken 
by fully qualified individuals in consideration for the welfare of the hirds. USDA-WS 
personnel are well qualified for these tasks and have successfully worked with Texas 
ranchers to resolve golden eagle depredation problems in the past. In compliance with 
the memorandum of understanding between the agencies and upon approval of an 
application from USDA-WS, the Service may issue a permit authorizing them to conduct 
eagle depredation control activities. The Service will work with both USDA-WS and the 
State of Texas to ensure that such a permit application is addressed in an efficient 
manner. lfUSDA-WS detennines that golden eagles are a significant cause of mortality, 



Honorable Rick Perry 2 

the Service will ensure that they have the necessary authorization to trap and relocate the 
offending birds. We will personally convey this message to the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

If you have further questions regarding this issue, please contact me, or have your staff contact 
Dale Hall, the Service,.s Southwest Regional Director, at (SOS) 248-6282. 

Sincerely, 

(!JA. Jlf. 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish 

and Wildlife and Parks 



RICK PERRY 

COVFRNOR 

October 14, 2005 

Ms. Renee Orr 
5-Year Program Manager 

OFFI CE OF THE GO VERNO R 

Minerals Management Service (MS-4010) 
Room 3 I 20, 382 Elden Street 
Herndon, Virginia 20170 

RE: Comments on the Preparation of the 5-Year Program for 2007-20 12 

Dear Ms. Orr: 
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As the Governor of Texas, I am pleased to provide the U.S . Department of the Interior with 
comments on preparation of the 2007-2012 5-Year Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Leasing 
Program. Our U.S. energy policy greatly depends on the federal offshore leasing program. 
Given today's energy supply and price environment, it is critical that the department move 
aggressively to open all prospective OCS areas for leasing as soon as possible. 
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All acreage in the Central and Western Gulf of Mexico should continue to be offered during the 
2007-2012 period. Available acreage in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico should be expanded, and 
lease sales should be held in all prospective Alaska planning areas including the North Aleutian 
Planning Area. New initiatives should be undertaken to open the Pacific and Atlantic planning 
areas for leasing and development as well. Making these areas available for energy exploration 
and production is a national imperative, and I strongly encourage the Department of the Interior 
to be steadfast in its resolve to produce an offshore leasing program that will serve the national 
interest and maximize the OCS' contribution to future energy supplies. 

Oil and gas exploration and production can be accomplished in a safe and environmentally sound 
fashion. Extensive stakeholder consultations should be undertaken to address lingering concerns 
about offshore development in coastal states. These consultations are absolutely essential given 
federal offshore waters hold the greatest potential for finding new energy resources and bringing 
them to market in the next 5 to l O years. 

Finally, I encourage the Department of the Interior to assume a leadership role in passage of 
OCS revenue sharing legislation. In the aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, OCS revenues 
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Ms. Renee Orr 
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are needed to rebuild local communities and infrastructure in coastal areas so that offshore 
employees can return to home and to work. A primary lesson from the 2005 hurricane season is 
the strategic importance of the Gulf of Mexico energy industry to the nation' s economic and 
energy security. The time has come to dedicate a portion of OCS revenues to coastal states and 
communities to ensure that critical infrastructure is in place to support offshore development 
activities. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important government initiative. I look 
forward to seeing the Draft Proposed Program in January 2006. I hope that it will represent 
considerable of change from today's policies and that it will signal a new era of cooperation 
between governments at all levels for the national good. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

RP:zcp 

cc: The Honorable Gale A. Norton, Secretary of the Interior, U.S. Department of the Interior 
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R.l(.K PERRY 

October 13, 2005 

Mr. Matthew J. Hogan 
Acting Director 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20242 

RE: Proposed Neches River National Wildlife Refuge 

Dear Mr. Hogan: 
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The State of Texas, beginning in 1997; undertook a comprehensive, innovative study ~the 
future water needs of thls state. Since that time, the Texas Water Development Board, through 
regional planning groups, has identified needs in each region and has begun to identify methods 
in which to meet those water supply needs. That process is conlinuing today. 

The Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex is one of the fastest growing areas in this state, if not in the 
nation, and there is no doubt that the future water needs of this fast growth area will be very 
large. As a matter of fact, growth in the area is outpacing the projections upon which the 
planning process is based, so its water supply needs will likely be greater than what has been 
estimated and will outpace the availability of existing projects. One of the few methods of 
providing needed wa·~er to the people of Texas will be through the development of reservoirs in 
our state. 

Because of the scarcity of potential reservoir sites in Texas, it is important that we make sure to 
preserve those sites for the future. One potential site in East Texas is the Fastrill Reservoir site 
being studied by the City of Dallas and the Upper Neches River Municipal Water Authority. I 
am aware that your agency is studying the possibility of developing a wildlife refuge within the 
footprint ofFastrill, which would have thee~~·-~f s_t?pping the development of this reservoir: 

ln speaking with representatives of Dallas and ilie authority, 1 am convinced that they are willing 
to work with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service to achieve the objectives sought in the 
wildlife refuge, and to possibly do this in a more advantageous maimer by consolidating tracts, 
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or by giving your agency the ability to acquire even more acreage than initially planned for the 
refuge. 

I urge you not to concur with the Region 2 Director's recommendation to grant project status to 
the Neches River Wildlife Refuge, and that you not acquire or accept any property within the 
Fastrill footprint until studies can be completed. I would further request that you work with the 
people of Dallas and the authority to find a solution that accomplishes the goals both for Texas 
and the nation. By working together with these entities, a solution can be reached whereby 
future, Texans can be assured of adequate water resources while at the same time preserving 
prime bottomland hardwoods and wildlife habitat. 

Thank you for working with the people of Texas. Please keep me informed of any developments 
in this area as this issue is of prime importance to my office and to aJI Texans. 

Governor 

RP:zcp 

cc: The Honorable John Comyn, U.S. Senator, U.S. Senate 
The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison, U.S. Senator, U.S. Senate 
The Honorable Jeb Hensarling, U.S. Reprsentative, U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Gale A. Norton, Secretary of the Interior 
Mr. Mitch Butler, Council on Environmental Quality, Executive Office of the President 



United States Department of the Interior 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/ ANRS/022930 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

FEB O 6 2006 

.345'15a 

Thank you for your letter of October 13, 2.005, concerning the proposed Neches River National 
Wildlife Refuge and Fastrill Reservoir. I apologize for the delay in responding to your letter. 

The Service appreciates that the Texas Water Development Board wishes to have input into the 
proposed establishment of the refuge. The Service also understands the Texas Water 
Development Board's interest in the future water needs of Texas and its desire to preserve viable 
reservoir sites. 

The Service believes the refuge proposal submitted by its Southwest Region merits 
consideration. It is our intention to make a determination on those merits after full review of the 
project record. Nevertheless, we remain interested in the information forthcoming from the 
. study being conducted by the City of Dallas if it can be provided in the immediate future, 
especially to the degree that options that truly protect bottomland hardwood wildlife habitat 
resources are presented. 

The conservation of healthy bottomland hardwood resources has been one of the Service's goals 
in east Texas for many years. The Neches River area proposed for the refuge was identified as 
early as 1985 as a priority area. More recently, the site wa<; considered as a wildlife refuge when 
it appeared that lands in the area, especially those lands owned by timber corporations, might be 
divested and subject to residential or commercial development. 

At present, we are still reviewing the project proposal and expect to make a decision in the near 
future. Ifwe can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact me or Dr. Benjamin 
Tuggle, the Service's Acting Regional Director for the Southwest Region, at (505) 248-6282. 

Sincerely, 

_/J-{ -411 
DIRECTOR 

TAKE PRID!t"ft:::. 1 
IN AMERICA~ 



United States Department of the Interior 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/ ANRS/022930 

1be Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
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Thank you for your letter of October 13, 2005, concerning the proposed Neches River National 
Wildlife Refuge and Fastrill Reservoir. I apologiz.e for the delay in responding to your letter. 

The Service appreciates that the Tex.as Water Development Board wishes to have input into the 
proposed establishment of the refuge. The Service also understands the Texas Water 
Development Board's interest in the future water needs of Texas and its desire to preserve viable 
reservoir sites. 

The Service believes the refuge proposal submitted by its Southwest Region merits 
consideration. It is our intention to make a determination on those merits after full review of the 
project record. Nevertheless, we remain interested in the infonnation forthcoming from the 
study being conducted by the City of Dallas if it can be provided in the immediate future, 
especially to the degree that options that truly protect bottomland hardwood wildlife habitat 
resources are presented. 

The conservation of healthy bottomland hardwood resources has been one of the Service's goals 
in east Texas for many years. The Neches River area proposed for the refuge was identified as 
early as 1985 as a priority area. More recently, the site was considered as a wildlife refuge when 
it appeared that lands in the area, especially those lands owned by timber corporations, might be 
divested and subject to residential or commercial development. 

At present, we are still reviewing the project proposal and expect to make a decision in the near 
future. If we can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact me or Dr. Benjamin 
Tuggle, the Service's Acting Regional Director for the Southwest Region, at (505) 248-6282. 

Sincerely, 

H. Dale Hall 

DIRECTOR 

TAKE PRID~IJ:::::: 1 
I NAM ERICA~ 
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May 30, 2006 

Mr. Dirk Kemptliome 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of 1he Interior 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Sccrct.ar}' Kcmpthorne: 

ln 1997, the State of Texas, through the Texas Water Development Board (TWOB), began the 
process of planning for our state's future water needs. Through regional planning, TWDB has 
identified what those needs will he for the next SO years, and has begun to identify projects that 
will help mee1 those needs. 

The Dallas/For. Worth mctroplex is one of the fastest growing areas in our s1ate. There is no 
question that wat::r supply projects be)·ond what is currently avai lable must be identified and 
dc"eloped for the metroplex to meet its future needs. One of the projects proposed is the F astrill 
Reservoir in East Texas, a reservoir site that has been present in the Texas state water plan since 
the early l 960's. The City of Dallas and the Upper Neches River Municipal Water Authority 
(authority) ore currently conducting studies to detennine the feasibility of this proposed site. The 
City of Dallas provides water not only to Dallas proper, but to more thaa1 30 surrounding cities in 
the metroplcx. The high level of projected growth in this seJVice area over the next few decades 
dictates that the need for water for this growing population will grow exponentially as well. 

Currently, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is studying a proposal co place a wildlife 
refuge within the footprint of Fastrill Reservoir. Designation of this refuge and acceptance of 
any land into it would preclude the development of the reservoir. Because reservoir sites are so 
rare, we have aslced USFWS to delay making a decision until such time as all parties can 
complete cum:nt studies and have been given ample opportunity to work together and possibly 
negotiate the relocation of the proposed refuge in an area that may be more suitable, allowing for 
the development of both the refuge and the reservoir. TWDB, for example, has just let a contract 
to three cngim:ering finns to study and produce a report on the remaining viable reservoir sites 
left in Texas. which may or may not incl\lde fastriJl Reservoir. That report is scheduled 10 be 
completed by December 2006. 

l'a.T Orua Bev l 2418 A,,,.,,,... Tt.v.s 7"71 I fS12) "6~2000 (V')l<t)/O,. , 7, J, 1 ,..,, ~ • .,.,. ~'·"""'" 

V•:,t ,._ Ta..~ .r.Gfol nit ()f,ocv.1'\lC'tl Sm O' 'lff. St•TI OI T r.u., 
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May 30, 2006 
Page 2 

I :im told that USFWS and our Texas Parks and Wildlife Dtpartrncnt have b«n meeting with 
representatives of Dallas and the authority. I am concerned that the USFWS representatives are · 
proposing to move too quickly. I suggest giving the parties a chance to develop alternatives, and 
ask that you direct USFWS to delay any decision until such time as the TWDB study is 
completed. Delay of a decision in this instance from the arbitrary June I deodline until the 
TWDB study can be completed should not be considered unreasonable. I support wildlife 
conservation anq refuges, but I also believe thir can be accomplished in conjunction v.ith 
meeting our state's water needs. 

Dela}ing thls decision docs nothing to prevent the ultimate development of a wildlife refuge in 
the region or to othctwise preclude S\lch dc$ignation. Swift acticn and designation of the Neches 
River National Wildlife Refuge within the footprint off astrill Reservoir would, however, 
preclude the development of the reservoir, no matter what these ongoing studies will show. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter and your willingness to work with the people of 
Texas. This i:. of prime importance to a significant numbet of citizens of thic great state. 

~~~ 
Governor 

RP:zcp 

cc: The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison, U.S. Senator, U.S.Scnate 
The Honorable John Comyn;U.S. Senator, U.S. Senate 
The Honorable Sam Johnson. U.S. Representative, U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Eddie Bernice Johnson, U.S. Rc_presentative, U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Pete Sessions, U.S. Representative, U.S. House of Rcprescnlauves 
The Honorable Jcb Hcnsarling, U.S. Representative, U.S. House of Representatives 
The: Honorable Kenny Marchant, U.S. Representative, U.S. House of Reprc~ntativcs 
Mr. Barry Jackson, Director, Office of Stnttgic Initiatives 
Mr. David P. Smith, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Department of the Interior 
Mr. H. Dale Hall, Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Mr. Mitchell J. Butler, Attorney Advisor, Council on Environmental Quality 
Mr. Joseph 8 . C. Fit.7.simons, Chsirman, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
Mr. E. G. Rod Pittman, Chairman, Texas Water Development Board 
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United States Department of the Interior 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/ ANRS/025849/349719 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

AUG 2 3 2006 

Thank you for your letter of May 30, 2006, to Secretary Kempthorne requesting that the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (Service) delay approval of the establishment of the Neches River National 
Wildlife Refuge (Refuge). We appreciate your concerns with respect to the City of Dallas and the 
Upper Neches River Municipal Water Authority's interest in the same site for the development of the 
proposed Fastrill Reservoir. 

The conservation of the healthy bottomland hardwood resources in east Texas has been the Service's 
goal since 1985. More than 60 percent of the lands along this stretch of the Neches River are owned 
in larger tracts by interests that for the last 30 or 40 years have left the bottomland resources 
relatively untouched. We recognize that the habitat along the proposed project footprint is not 
considered "old growth." Nevertheless, there are smaller tracts along this stretch of river wherein 
bottom land resources have been moderately disturbed. The full stretch of the Neches River together 
with the proposal presents the best compendium of mature bottomland hardwood resources that could 
be conserved and managed without a large investment by the United States in reforestation. 

We initially delayed a final decision on approving this new refuge at the request of local officials and 
to hear the concerns of all stakeholders. We have decided at this time to approve establishment of 
Neches River National Wildlife Refuge. The refuge will be established at such time as the first 
parcel of land is acquired. Lands within the approved refuge boundary would be acquired by the 
United States as funding becomes available and only from willing sellers. Lands would be acquired 
using funds appropriated by Congress, or approved through the Migratory Bird Conservation 
Commission, which requires the Governor' s approval, or through donation. 

Now that we have approved the establishment of the Neches River National Wildlife Refuge, we 
look forward to working with your office, the citizens of east Texas, the City of Dallas, the Upper 
Neches River Municipal Water Authority, and other interested State and local government officials 
on the details regarding management of the refuge. 

Sincerely, 
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UNITED WE STAND 

The Honorable Dirk Kempthorne 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 



RGA 
R, Pl.BLICt\ , Gm-rR;-.;oRs A ss1JC1:\T10:,.; 

The I lonornble Dirk Kempthome 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Secretary Kempthome, 

January 15, 2008 

On behalf of the Republican Governors of the United States, I invite you be our guest at the I 4
1
h 

annual gala, "A Celebration of America's Leaders,. in Washington, DC on Monday, Februz.ry 25, 

2008. 

I am expecting all 2 1 of my colleagues to be in attendance for this gala along with special guest 
President George W. Bush. This is the ROA 's largest event and will htlp give us the resources to 
compete in I I gubernatorial races this year. 

A successful event will also help us prepare for the 20 IO elections. The governors in office that 
year will be instrumental in detennining the make up of Congress for the next decade. 
Republicans could easily see a swing of26 seats just by electing 7 new governors in key states 
before 20 I 0. 

The gala will be held at the National Building Museum (401 F Street, NW) from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. 

To RSVP please fill out the attached reply form, or contact Angela Meyers at (202) 662-414 1 or 

ameycrs@rga.org. 

I look forward to seeing you on February 25, 2008. 

Sincerely. 

Governor Rick Perry 
Slate of Texas 
RGA Chairman 

UCA • 1747 Pnm.~y/1 .><mia /\1.•,•1w,·. NW. Suit<' :!SO • W<L~h inglon. I>C :.10006 ' ( :w2 ) M 2-,J<J:..?O pll • (:!0;1 ) M1:!-,n :1.1 f 1Lr ' inm ·.n1rwr11 

Paid.for by the Republican Gmierwws Association. 



2008 "A Celebration of America's Leaders" 

R.S.V.P. 
_ _ _ Yes , r will attend the RGA's ''..4 Celebration of America's Leaders" as a guest of the RGA. 

Tickets will be available for pick up under each guest's last name: 

Monday, February 251
b 

Event begins at 5:30 p.m. 

3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Will Call Hours 

NationaJ BuiJding Museum, 401 F Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 

Please use the G Street Entrance **Dress for the event: Business attire 

Special Guest: President George W. Bush 

Hosts: 

Governor Mark Sanford, (SC), "A Celebration of Americ" 's LeadaJ " Chairman 
Govt:m0r Rick Perry, (TX), RGA Chairman 
Governor Matt Blunt, (MO), RGA Vice Chairman 

Invited Guests: 
Republican Governors of the United States 
United States Cabinet and Admin istration Officials 
U.S. Republican Members of the Senate 
U.S. Republican Members of the House 

Spouse/Guest: ________ ______ ______ ______ _ 

Contact Information: 

NAME 

OFFICE 

PHONE FAX E-MAIL 

Questions: Kiley Herring 202-662-4 145 I kherring@rga.org 

RSVP: Please fax this form to : FAX: 202-662-4924 
Republican Governors Association 
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 
Washington, DC 20006 

Paid for by lhe Re publican Governors Association. 



May 20, 2008 

The Honorable Dirk Kempthorne 
Secretary rrl 
U.S. Department of Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

>< 
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<~ 
Re: Gulf Coast Coastal Impact Assistance Pcoecam 

Dear Secretary Kempthome: 

,,,c-> 
U)rrt 
r,,O 

n-ri " 
::::0-i :x r,i:r 

As you know, our states have been, and remain, firmly committed to supporting th~Won·~ 
energy ne«ls through oil and gas production in our respective state waters and adjacent federal w~rs. wt,.,;, 
also believe that our states, which bear the burden of supporting the Gulf Coast's oil and gas pro:auctil,n:
have earned the opportunity to receive enhanced revenues associated with Outer Continental Shelf oil and 
gas development and production adjacent to our respective states. Accordingly, we would like to take 1his 
opponunity to thank you and your agency for the diligent efforts in developing and administering the 
Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP) which provides one billion dollars of enhanced revenue to oil 
and gas-producing states and coastal polit~al subdivisions. We recognize the magnitude of th is program 
and appreciate the assistance it will provide to the Gulf Coast states. 

From it's enactment in 200~. we have worked closely with the Minerals Management Service 
(MMS) in developing the CIAP program and we are highly appreciative of their efforts associated with this 
program. We believe that the individuals representing Che MMS in this endeavor arc committed to 
developing and implementing a program which is consistent with Congress' mandate. 1-lowever, in working 
on th is program for almost three years, we have developed, independent of one another, common concerns 
regarding the CIAP. We would like to share these with you and ask that due consideration be given to 
resolving these concerns. Our concerns are described in three areas below: 

1. CJAP Pian Approval - It appean that among each state's CIAP plan. projects have emerged 
which require additional justification and information . We continue to provide additional 
information in order to gain approval. As it stands now, however, a CIAP plan wi ll not gain 
approval unless all projects contained within the plan arc approved. We respectful(r req111w 
consideration of an approach whereby the projects with which there are no questions ()r 
issues can be approved while we continue to work thr()ugh issues associated with Vlhl!r 
projt?cts. This will allow CIAP recipients 1he upporlunity 10 proceed with implemenwti11n uf 
importam projects in o cost·effeclive and timely manner. 

2. Authorized Use 114 - Congress allowed for CIAP funding to be spent in one of five ways as 
descnbed in the 2005 Ellergy Policy Act. These five ways in which the funding can be spent 
are referred 10 as Authorized Uses. Authorized Use 114 allows for "implementation of a 
Federally-approved marine. coastal or comprehensive conservation m11nagement plan." While 
we believe this is a valid authorized use as jt is written. it is currently being interpreted by 
federal officials to exclude recreational. public access and economic development projects. 
Nowhere in the 2005 Energy Policy Act or the CIAP program guidance are these exclusions 
mCfltioned. We would also like to note that conservalion goals along with recreational. public 
access and economic gl>als can be achieved simultaneously through implementation of on-the-
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Page 2 

ground projects lhat are designed in an sustainable, environmentally-sensitive way. Those 
goals do not have to compete wilh one another or be mutually exclusive. For example. a pier 
construction project can suppon fishery populalion research and protect endangered species, 
as well as provide an opportunity for public access and recreation. As such, 11•e rl!JfX!ctfulty 
request consideration of on olternotfre, si,.,,pler interpretation of this Au1horized U.H! II./ 
~·hich allows recreational, public access and economic development projects us long as they 
are contained wirhin a federally approved plan as described in Authori;ed Use #./ of tlte 
lnergy Policy Act of 1005. 

J. Aulhorjzed Use # l - Authorized Use 111 allows "projects and ac1ivities for the conservation. 
protection, or restoration of coastal areas. including wetlands;" While we believe this is a 
valid authoc-ized use ~ jt js wrjttcn. we feel the term "conservation" is currently being 
interpreted by federal officials as "preservation" as it relates 10 the proposed land acquisition 
projects. This interpretation is limiting the potential of these lands to be used to 1he fullest 
extent for public u~c and enjoyment while staying within the state conservation guidelines. 
Most state conservation management plans allow and promote public use of public lands. We 
respectfully request consideration of un alterna1ive interpre1a1io11 of "consen>a1ion. ·· orre thul 
i.v consistent with state con:servation plans. 

4. ClAP Grant Proi[am - We are concerned about the CIAP grant program as it is currently 
being implemented. Current ly, each project contained within an approved Final CIAI' plan 
must also recei'Yc an individual grant award prior lo implementation. Once the program is 
fully up and running, this will resuk in, literally, hundreds of grant applications chat will 
require simultaneous processing by fedt:ral officials. The first and only CIAP grant awarded 
to date took five months to process prior to its award, a time frame we find both unreasonable 
and unacx:cptable. We respeclfi,lly request co,uiderution nf an approach thar will 
dramatically streamline lhe CIAP grunt proceu. We sugge.~I an approach that will i.m 11t a 
grant uwurd ru u stule and one w etX.:h of its associated county or parish upon receipt of final 
plan upproval. This would allow a significantly smaller commi1ment in papenvorA processinl( 
tmd ullov, federal officials rofoc11.f on mo11iwring and sile l'isirs. Also, this approuch fn/101.-s 
the precedenr set by the 200/ C/AP program administered hy 1he Departme11t ofCumml!rce. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration of 1hc issues raised in this co"espondcni.:c. We 
believe the CIAP program can be an incredibly cffecti"c tool for the Gulf Coast and appreciare everything 
the Department of Interior has done to make this a reality. If you have any questions Cl( desire any 
additiona l informalion. we s1.and ready to provide that for you. 

~~ 
Bob Riley . l) 
Go'Yemor of Alabamy 

. ~ ; .. ~ 
Governor of Louisiana 

cc: The Honorable Randall B. Luthi, MMS Dir~tor 
Walter Cruickshank, MMS Deputy Director 
M. Barnett Lawley, ADCNR Commissioner 

Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 

William Walker, Ph.D .. Executive Director. Mississippi DMR 
Scott A. Angelle, Se,retary. Louisiana DNR 
Jerry Patterson, Commissioner. Texas General Land Office 



United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

WASHl'.'iGTON, 0 C. 20240 

JUL 3 1 2008 

it:::: :,~ 
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T AKE PRIDE 
I NAM ERICA 

Thank you for your letter dated May 20. 2008, to Secretary Dirk Kempthorne, cosigned 
by Governors Bob Riley of Alabama, Bobby Jindal of Lousiana, and Haley Barbour of 
Mississippi, concerning the Gulf Coast Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP). 
Secretary Kempthome asked me to respond. A similar letter will be sent to Governors 
Riley, Jindal, and Barbour. 

We are pleased to read of your regard for the Minerals Management Service (MMS) staff 
and their efforts in developing this very important program. In addition. we appreciate 
your concerns with MMS's implementation of C'JAP, as well as your suggestions for 
improving the program. 

In an effort to address your concerns, the MMS has scheduled regular meetings with your 
staff and those of the other Governors to discuss the four concerns in your letter. At the 
conclusion of these meetings, we will ascertain how the Department of the Interior and 
the MMS may best proceed with our CJAP responsibilities. 

Thank you for contacting the Secretary. J f you have any questions about 1his letter or the 
ongoing meetings please do not hesitate to call me at (202) 208-6734, or you may call 
Mr. Randall 8 . Luthi, Director, MMS at (202) 208-3500. 

eph 
ssistant Secretary 

Land and Minerals Management 







RICK PERRY 

CO\'l:RNOR 

September 9, 2008 

OFFICE 

The Honorable Dirk Kempthome 
Secretary 
U.S. Department oflnterior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Secretary Kempthome: 

RECEIVED 
'2008 SEP 11 PM 12: 20 

OFFICE OF THE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

I am pleased to approve the acquisition of an additional 924 acres to be managed as a part of the 
Trinity River National Wildlife Refuge. This wiJI undoubtedly provide more recreational and 
hunting opportunities while further protecting migratory bird habitat. I appreciate the close 
working relationship the Migratory Bird Conservation Commission has developed and 
maintained with the State of Texas for each of these acquisitions. 

I must, however, register my displeasure about the U.S . Fish and Wildlife Service's lack of 
coordination and Jack of acknowledgement of the State of Texas' sovereignty in the creation of 
the Neches River National Wildlife Refuge. As with most of the United States, we'face myriad 
challenges in addressing current and future water needs in Texas. Arbitrary decisions made by 
federal agencies that directly affect Texas' water supply for her citizens are irresponsible and can 
be detrimental to future planning. 

As we move forward, I respectfully request the consideration of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service on any new designations. I hope the relationship the Migratory Bird Commission has 
developed and fostered with Texas will serve as an example for the U.S. Fish and .Wildlife 
Service in the future. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

RP:tbp 



United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF T H E SI C RET:\RY 

The I lonorabk Rick Perry 
Governor 
Ollice of the Governor 
The State of Texas 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin. Texas 787 I I 

Dear Go\'ernor Perry : 

Washingrnn . [)(.' 20240 

OCT 1? 2008 

Thank you for your ktter of September 9, 2008. to Secretary of the Interior Kempt home. 
approving the acquisition of an additional 924 acres to be managed as part of the Trinit: Ri,cr 
l\:ational Wildli fe Refuge (Refuge). The Secretary has asked that I respond directly t() y,m 

Your appro\'al of the acquisition of924 acres to be added to the Refuge with funds pnn idcd h: 
th\! Migratory Bird Commission is greatly appreciated. The Refuge was established in J lJlJ4 t 1\ 

protect a remnant of the bottomland hardwood forest ecosystem along the Trinity Ri\'\.:r. The 
Refuge currently occupies 23.000 acres and with additions. such as the one recent!: apprm cc.J. 
will continu1.: to grow and to pro,·ide additional quality hunting. fishing. and wildlife 
conscrrntion opportunities to the residents of Texas. 

Th1.: ll.S. Fish and Wildlifo Service (Service) acknowledges your concerns regarding tlk· 
establishment of the Neches Ri\'cr National Wildlife Refuge. We appreciate your desire 11, 

cnsurc coordination between the Ser\'icc and the State of Texas and look forward to \\Orkin~ on 
items of mutual concern. It is the intention of the Service to continue to coordinate full: "ith the 
State nn such items. 

Thank you for your support. If you have any additional questions or comments please <.hl nl,t 
hesitate to contact me or Dale Hall. Director. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at 202-208--4 717. 

sl°ty~ 
L}\averty J 
As~:s\ant Secretary for Fish 

and Wildlife and Parks 
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OFFICE oF THE Gov:EaNOB 

April 27, 2001 

The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Secretary Norton: 

,.,, 
x 
M 
n 
C:0 
-;-11 
-:: - q 
< .• - • 
r,; ,-> 
( /) ;-r, 
r.··-. -c-1 ·-: 
~___. r•, ..::c 
~ t · 
)> 
;:::, 

> ·~ 

c.n 
c.., 
c.., 
C) 

U1 
...:-

0 

::i:,. 
-::, 
:.:.. 
( .. ) 
0 

-::, 
~ 

w 
r '-.) _ _, 

::::0 
JT1 
("') 
P1 
·:.::: 
r.; 
:=1 

I am writing to express my strong concern about a proposed rule by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) that designates over 600 miles of Texas coastline (and 1,000 miles of coastline 
in other states) as critical habitat for winter forage of the migratory Piping Plover. This 
regulation was initiated under the Clinton Administration and is scheduled for issuance as a final 
rule on April 301h. 

As proposed, this rule will significantly impact the coastal economy of Texas, including real 
estate and tourism development and oil and gas exploration and production. Since many of the 
oil and gas leases along the Gulf Coast benefit the state' s Permanent School Fund, these 
proposed designations will have a significant impact on funding for public school education in 
Texas. 

This rule was proposed without the completion of an economic study, as required by the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA). It does not take into consideration that the ESA already 
provides protection for this species. Nor does it take into account that modifications to most 
coastal areas already require state and federal permits. Moreover. it provides for several broad 
designations that will impact areas along the Texas coastline that are not used for Piping Plover 
forage. 

Finally, while the critical habitat designation for the nesting area of the Great Lakes population 
of the Piping Plover must be issued by April 30!11 according to a court order, I understand that this 
order docs not require USFWS to make a final designation of critical habitat for wintering Piping 
Plover populations for another year. · 

Po<r Oma Box 1242R Aus'r\'<, Tl!X.U 78711 (512)"63-2000 (Vox::tJ,((512) -'7S-3l6S (TDD) 
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For these reasons, I urge you to postpone the final implementation of this rule as it relates to 
wintering Piping Plover populations to allow for further biological and economic studies based 
on sound science. I believe that the additional time afforded under the cowt order should be 
used to ensure that the conservation plan that is put in place will preserve the winter forage of the 
Piping Plover, recognize the private property rights of Texans, and avoid unnecessarily inhibiting 
economic development and energy production along the Texas coastline. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

--~!!J 
Governor 

RP:tgc 

cc: Mr. Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 

** TOTAL PAGE .03 ** 



lllCK PEBJlY 

GOVE-.~OJI 

The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Madam Secretary: 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

May 23, 2001 

I recently learned of a project in our state that I believe is worthy of your consideration and support. The 
Capitol Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America (Capitol Area Council) is planning to establish a high 
adventure camp for boys and girls and a conference center on a 4,848 acre tract bequeathed to the Council 
by Mary Lavinia Griffith Sanders. The property, known as the Griffith League Ranch, is located in 
Bastrop County,just east of Austin. In addition to being a beautiful setting for a scout camp and 
conference center, Griffith League Ranch is home to the Houston toad, an endangered species. 

I understand that the Capitol Area Council has proposed that its project be considered as a candidate for 
your landowner-incentive program. I fully support your decision to provide technical assistance, habitat 
enhancing tools and financial assistance to property owners, making them partners in the management of 
endangered species. I encourage you to give serious consideration to the Council's proposal. I reviewed 
the plan for the use of Griffith League Ranch and was impressed by the commitment to conservation, 
habitat preservation and enhancement, research regarding the species and education. The plan will 
achieve Ms. Sanders' dream for her family's ranch, providing a wonderful setting for an outdoor learning 
experience in a manner sensitive to the presence of the Houston toad. This is a unique opportunity for our 
state and your agency. This project affords the prospect of fostering an outstanding proposal for the youth 
of cm- :;!ate in :t ~~.r.cr .consist~~t ..-~ith tlie· oontinued existence.cf the Houstpc !oad on the prop~rty. 

I hope you will have the opportunity to meet with the representatives of the Capitol Area Council to 
discuss their proposal. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

RP:bmw 

~l&!t. ········· 
~ !'ftHV.t3H:l3S 3All033X3 

J!:1 .:10 3~1.:1.:10 

£2 :9 Md OC J.VW 10 £19981 

cc: Mr. David P. Smith, Special Assistant tc(]g~ ofthe Interior 
Mr. R,ay Smith, Scout Executive, Capitol Area Council and Boy Scouts of America 

POST O FFICE Box 12428 A USTIN, TuxAs 78711 (512) 463-2000 (VOICB)/(512) 47~ 3165 (IDD) 
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GOVD1'fOll 

The.Honorable.Gale A Norton 
· Sccrct:aiy of the Interior . 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street N.W. · 
Wamington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Madam Setrctary: 

0JIFICE OF THE G ,OVE&NOlt 

. May 23, 2001 

I reuntly learned of a project in our state that I believe is worthy of your consideration and support. The 
Capitol Area Co1D1cil of the Boy Scouts of America (Capitol Area Council) is planning to establish a high 
adventure camp for boys and girls and a conference c:enter on a 4,848 am: tract bequeathed to the Council 
by Mary Lavinia Griffith Sanders. The propmy, known as the Griffith League Ranch, is located in 
Bastrop County, just east of Austin. In addition to being a ·beautiful setting for a scout camp and 

· conference centc:r, Griffith League Ranch is home to the Houston toad, an endangered species. 

I und~and that the Capitol Arca Council has proposed that its project be considered as a candidate for 
your landowner-incentive program. I fully support your decision to provide technical assistance, habitat . 
enhancing tools and .financial assistance to property owners, making them partners in the management of 
endan~cd species. I encourage you to give serious consideration to the Council's proposal. I reviewed 
the plan for the use of Griffith League Ranch and was impressed by the commitment to conservation, 
habitat preservation and enhancement, research regarding the species and education. The plan will 
achieve Ms. Sanders' dream for he- family's ranch. providing a wonderful setting for an outd~r learning 
experience in a mannel' s~tive to the presence of the Houston toad. lbi~ is a unique opportunity for our 
state and your agency. This project affords the prospect of fostering an.. outstanding proposal for the youth 
of Qur state in a..n-..;o.o;i~ ·co:u.sist~t ~'ith the co..tinued existence.of the Ho~~ toad. on:the property; ·.. . . 

I hope you will have the opportunity to meet with the representatives of the Capitol Area Council to . 
discuss their proposal. 

Sincerely, 

~ - . ._:; .. : . . 

a -~; :· '.: • •. :-,;:7t:·_! :.:-:::.: . ,. 
Govemf"l!o .. r~. :: ... : ·:; :· · .. . ;. ·. · .. l.V~~i~J1i~jNif~~l:·.:. ·· · ·· :., · :.: :.: . 
RP:bmw . tz :9 Wd. o~ J..VH·ltf ,.,.,,ff . . . . . . ~.. . 

.. co: .. : ·~~ ~~d P •. Smi~ Special Assi~ t$~~~~e ~tcrior . 
. ·.· : ~ .. · ¥r-)~~Y Smith, Scout ~~tivc, ~apitol ~ Co~cil··~4·Boy Seouts pf~~~ .· : :· 
. . .· .. . ... . : . :· •, .· . . ·. . . . : . . . .. ... ·.· . : ·. ·.:. .· ... ·. . .. .. 
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Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

DEC 2 8 2001 

Thank you for your May 23 , 2001 , letter supporting the use of landowner incentive program funds for the 
Capitol Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America's Griffith League Ranch in Bastrop County, Texas. I 
apologize for the delay in this response. 

The Griffith League Ranch is one of the largest, highest-quality tracts of habitat left in Bastrop County 
for the endangered Houston toad. My immediate staff and Fish and Wildlife Service staff had the 
opportunity to meet with representatives of the Capitol Area Council regarding the Griffith League 
Ranch project. We agree that the Council's proposed plan is impressive in its commitment to 
conservation, habitat preservation and enhancement, research, and education. I am pleased to inform you 
that the Fish and Wildlife Service recently awarded the Capitol Area Council a grant of over $260,000 to 
assist in developing a habitat conservation plan for the Griffith League Ranch adventure camp. 

ln addition, President Bush recently signed the Interior Appropriations for fiscal year 2002, which 
provides funding for the President's two new grant programs, the Landowner Incentives Grant Program 
and the Private Stewardship Grant Program. The Landowner Incentives program provides $40 million in 
matching grants, competitively awarded to States, Territories, and Tribes to establish or supplement their 
.own landowner incentive programs. Grants are used to provide technical and financial assistance to 
private landowners for the protection and management of habitat for listed, proposed, or candidate 
species, or other at-risk-species, while landowners continue to engage in traditional land use practices. 
The Private Stewardship program provides $10 million on a nationaJ1y competitive basis to individuals 
and groups engaged in local, private, and voluntary conservation efforts that benefit federally listed, 
proposed, or candidate species or other at-risk-species. The Boy Scouts may be able to obtain additional 
financial assistance through one of these grant programs for additional funding for conservation actions 
on the Griffith League Ranch. The Service will be distributing information about these two new grant 
programs in the future. 

I appreciate your interest in this project and commend the Boy Scouts of America for their commitment 
to the conservation of endangered species. If you have any additional concerns about this matter, please 
contact the Service's Assistant Director for Endangered Species, Mr. Gary Frazer, at 202-208-4646. 

Sincerely, 

~ · 

Gale A. Norton 



0J'FICE OF T H E G OVE RN OR 

RICK P£1UlY 

GOVt:JINOI 

The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
United States Department of Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washin~n, D.C. 20240 

Dear Madam Secretary: 

October 8, 2001 
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As you know, in Texas we have tried to forge new, improved relationships between landowners and the 
US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS). We have made some progress but that process seems to have 
halted at least for the time being. 

One recent coneem deals with the biological opinion issued by the USFWS regarding the Barton Springs 
Salamander. We do not believe that this opinion was subjected to competent peer review or scrutiny at 
the national level within your agency. The concerns that have been raised by many concerned landowners 
have to do with the scientific basis for this opinion. We would ask that your office carefully review this 
opinion. Landowners could face possible restrictions on their use of land based on USFWS claims about 
water quality issues that have not been connected to direct harm of endangered species. 

An additional concern we have is with the relationship among landowners, agriculture and USFWS 
centers around Texas' extraordinarily successful volunteer cowbird-trapping program to reduce cowbird 
parasitism on both endangered and declining songbird species, including the black-capped vireo. This 
program has been a national model, demonstrating how landowners, biologists and birders from very 
diverse backgrounds, can achieve appropriate, workable solutions. 

We were, therefore, oiscurbdCi lO "team tna~ the mheup· of the Tc\ ived blfu;k-capped vireo recov~ry· team 
appointed by USFWS does not reflect the true constituency and partnership of this ·essential effort. In 
fact, a number-of individuals who have been instrumental in this overall effort from the start have not 
been included, whereas several appointed to this recovery team by USFWS have not been involved. To 
be successful, the new recovery team needs to be diverse and representative of the Texas stakeholders. 

We are only writing to express our concerns and believe that solutions reached in a fair, objective manner 
are the best solutions. We appreciate your attention to tlus matter and look forward to working with you 
on a solution. 

~~ 
Susan Combs 

Governor Commissioner of Agriculture 

Po.T Orncr Box 12428 A \IS11N, Tow 7871] c;12) 46~2000 (Voice)/(512)475-3165 (TDD) 
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RICK PERR) 
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The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the lnterior 
United States Department of Jnterio1 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20240 

Dear Madam Secretary: 

October 8, 200) 
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As you know. in Texas we have tried to forge new, improved relationships between landowners and the 
US fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS). We have made some progress but that process seems to have 
halted at least for the time being. 

One recent concern deals with the biological opinion issued by the USFWS regarding the Barton Springs 
Salamander. We do not believe that this opinion was subjected to competent peer review or scrutiny at 
the national level within your agency. The concerns that have bt'en raised by many conl.ernc:d landowners 
have to do with the scientific basis for this opinion. We would ask that your office carefu11y revie-."' this 
opinion. Landowners could face possible restrictions on their USl" of land based on l!SFWS claims about 
wa,er qual ity issues that have not been connected to direct harm of endangered species. 

An additional concern we have is with the relationship among landowners, agric.ulture and USFWS 
centers around Texas' extraordinarily successful volunteer cowbird-trapping program to reduce cowbird 
parasitism on both endangered and declining songbird species, including the black-capped vireo. This 
program has been a national model, demonstrating how landm~mers. biologists and birders from very 
diverse backgrounds, can achieve appropriate, workable solutions. 

We ,.,;ere. tilerefore, oisiurbc::ci to ieam tilat ihe maieup uftiie re, i-.,:.d bi&.;k-~app~ vireo reccva_y 1t:an, 
appointed by USFWS does not reflect the true constituency and partnership of this essential effort. ln 
fact, a number-0f individuals who have been instrumental in thi~ overall effort from the start have not 
been included, whereas several appointed to this recovery team by USFWS have not been involved. To 
be successful. the new recovery team needs to be diverse and repre~entative of the Texas stakeholders. 

We are only writing to express our concerns and believe that sohnions reached in a fair, objective manner 
are the best solutions. We appreciate your attention to thi s matter and look forward to working Vvith you 
on a solution . 

~~ 
Susan Combs 

Governor Commissioner of Agriculture 

po.q- Omc£ Box 12428 Al'm .... TtXAS 7871 l (512) 463-2000 IV01cc)/(Sl2)47S·3165 (IDD • 



Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

JAN 1 5 2002 

Thank you for your October 8, 2001, Jener regarding the draft biological opinion issued by the 
Fish and Wildlife Service to the Environmental Protection Agency to evaluate the effects of their 
general construction permit on listed species in Texas and for your comments on the 
composition of the recently assembled recovery team for the black-capped vireo. 1 apologize for 
the delay in responding to you. 

I appreciate your concern that the Service's draft biological opinion on the effects of the 
Environmental Protection Agency's general construction permit on the Barton Springs 
salamander reflect th.e best available science and information. The draft opinion has been 
reviewed by both the Service's regional and national staff and the Service continues to work 
with the EPA to address issues associated with the draft. One of the Service's most experienced 
managers, Mr. Dale Hall , is now Acting Regional Director for the Service's Southwest Region. 
Mr. Hall has been made aware of the priority to finalize the Barton Springs consultation, and has 
been asked to work with you, the EPA and others to resolve the outstanding Barton Springs 
salamander issues. 

The Service also is committed to having a diversity of views represented on its recovery teams. 
In June 2001, a group of individuals was invited to serve on the Black-Capped Vireo Recovery 
Team. Some of these individuals were asked to serve on the Recovery Team's Technical 
Subcommittee to provide expertise on the biology and ecology of the vireo and its habitat. 
Others were invited to serve on the Team's Stakeholder Subcommittee to provide expertise on 
the socio-economic aspects of the plan and the feasibility and appropriateness of recommended 
recovery tasks. 

Since the initial meeting of the Recovery Team on August 21, 2001, the Service has expanded its 
efforts to further diversify the team's membership to ensure that the new recovery plan will be 
representative of and responsive to the views of local communities and our conservation 
partners. In October 2001, the membership of the team was broadened by extending invitations 
to representatives from the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Texas Wildlife Association, 
The Nature Conservancy of Texas, Texas Audubon Society, Texas Farm Bureau, and Central 
Texas Cattleman's Association. The Texas Farm Bureau specifically requested that Dr. Wallace 
Klussmann, Mr. Steve Bauer, Dr. Pat Reardon, and Mr. Steve Manning be invited to join the 



Honorable Rick Perry 

recovery team. Invitations to join the team were extended to those four gentlemen; all have 
accepted the invitation. This will bring the number of stakeholders on the team to 14, with a 
total of 27 team members. The next meeting, scheduled for January 16, 2002, wiJJ be the first 
opportunity for the entire team to meet and work together. Enclosed please find a list of the 
Black-Capped Vireo Recovery Team members. 

2 

l commend your State 's efforts to conserve endangered and declining songbird species and agree 
that the Texas program serves as a national model for how landowners, biologists, and birders of 
diverse backgrounds can achieve workable solutions. Without question, conservation reached 
through communication and cooperation is the best solution. lf you need any further assistance 
on this matter, please contact Mr. Dale Hall, the Service's Acting Southwest Regional Director, 
at (505) 248-6910. 

Sincerely, 

Gale A. Norton 

Enclosure 



BLACK-CAPPED VIREO RECOVERY TEAM 

TECHNICAL SUBCOMMITTEE: 

Name Entity/lnterest Expertise 

John Cornelius Ft. Hood bird biologist/habitat expert 

Tim Hayden USCOE-CERL ornithological researcher 

Joe Grzybowski Sam Noble Oklahoma field expertise 
Museum 

Bill Armstrong TPWD, Kerr WMA ag/habitat manipulation 

Jeff Hatfield Patuxent statistician/modeling 

Christina Longacre USFWS lead for species 

Dave Diamond Missouri. Resource habitat expert 
Assessment Partnership 

Chuck Sexton BCNWR bird/habitat expert 

Doug Slack (Leader) Texas A&M bird biologist 

Frank Thompson U.S. Forest Service cowbird expert 

Stanley Temple Univ. Wisconsin modeling - participation 
uncertain 

Margaret Brittingham Penn State University cowbird expert -
participation uncertain 

STAKEHOLDER SUBCOMMJTTEE: 

Name Entity/l nterest Expertise 

Clay Jones Jones North Ranch ag economics 

Donald Neal Neal Ranch cattle operations 

Deidre Heisler TPWD recreation within preserves 

Todd Janssen Del Webb Sun City developer 

Mel Hinson City of A us tin P ARD worked on BCP 

Bebe Fenstermaker Citizen landowner with birds 



David Wolfe Environmental Defense non-profit, incentive-based 
conservation 

Paul Robertson TPWD representative for TPWD 
BCV researchers 

Pat Reardon Texas Wildlife Association representative for TWA 

Terry Austin Audubon Society representative for Texas 
chapter 

Wallace Klussmann Texas Farm Bureau representing TFB 

Stephen Bauer Texas Farm Bureau representing TFB 

Steve Manning Central TX Cattlemen's representative for CTCA 
Assoc. 

Gary Amand TNC Central Texas Program 
Manager (replacing Jeff 
Weigel at request ofTNC) 

William Bunnan City of San Antonio participation uncertain 



OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

IUCK PEllllY 

GOVEII.NOll 

April30,2002 

The Honorable Christine Todd Whitman 
Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Administrator Whitman and Secretary Norton': 

I understand that the U.S. Departme.nf of Interior and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency are 
current] y considering a request by the State of Chihuahua and their consultants to fund the Rio Conchos 
Watershed Management Project. On behalf of the State of Texas, I strongly urge that you deny any 
request for funding until Mexico.specifically the State of Chihuahua, meets its obligation to provide 1.5 

. rr.iUion ac·re-fcet of water in complianc~ with the 1944 Wate:·Treaty. 

Although the concept paper for the Rio Conchos Watershed Management Project states that "almost 
one-third of the Conchos' waters have been dedicated by Mexico to cover part of the quota committed 
by the International Treaty of 1944 with the USA," the proposal ironically gives no indication that a goal 
of this project will be to ensure the delivery of water owed by Mexico to the U.S. or that the treaty 
obligations will be incorporated into the management model. 

Funding this request while Mexico is still far behind in its water treaty obligations would be adding 
insult to real economic injur.Y. to the citizens"farmers, and ranchers of South Texas. 

1VIBVI3H:l3S 3Alln~.:sX3 
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The Honorable Christine Todd Whitman 
The Honorable Gale A. North 
April 30, 2002 
Page2 

Current studies show Mexico's noncompliance with the treaty has resulted in the loss of 30,000 
jobs and a negative impact of $1 billion on Texas' economy. I respectfully request that the federal 
government refrain from funding this project and notify Mexico that it will be reconsidered when the 
treaty issues are substantially addressed. These actions will help amplify America's commitment to 
resolving this treaty violation and getting needed and long over due water to the citizens of Texas. 

Governor 

RP:tgk 

cc: The Honorable George W. Bush 
The Honorable Paul H. O'Neill, Secretary of the Treasury, Department of the Treasury 
The Honorable Gwyn Shea, Secretary of State 
Texas Congressional Delegation Members 
Mr. Otto Reich, Assistant Secretary of State, U.S. Department of State 
Mr. Dennis Linksey, Border Coordinator, Office of Mexican Affairs, U.S. Department of State 
Mr. Carlos Ramirez, U.S. Commissioner, International Boundary and Water Commission 
Ms. Judith E. Ayres, Assistant Administrator for International Activities, Environmental Protection Agenc) 
Mr. Gregg Cooke, Regional Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
Mr. Raul Rodriguez, Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer, North American Development Bank 
Mr. Fernando Macias, General Manager, Border Environment Cooperation Commission 
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Uruted Stotcs ll ··1.•.Htr111~1\t •J f!he lnt,>1ior 
1849 C St, :(\V 
Washington. nc ·.!n·.n n 

\ '." t: aprreciate your balancad ~md reasonable response ro th~ :;;'lfrty concerns raised oy foe 
;·:l.cnt National Transport:itioo Snfety Board (NTSB) review of firefighting aircrofl. 

0 :u;ccl on the NTSB's findin g that there is no effective mechnni:;m in place to certify the 
: :,foty of these planes, we understand the decis.ion to tenni n:nc the: ase o flo.rge, fixed-
\Vi ng ,Hr tan.\ers for the rcrnJinder of the 2004 fire season. After the tragic 2002 fire 
;e·gon where airtanker cr,1Shes killed 5 fire6ghters , the fc<k ral 3ovcrnment should take 
.,1 l 11'!c1:::;s:iry steps to ensure the sa.foty o f the men and womea who 1 isk their lives 
11:•.htiug fires . Moreover, ii is essential to mitigate any risk tht:jC plru1es mi ght pose to the 
1,11blic, partic1tlarly since t;m.kcrs may be called on to f1y ne:ir \Jrb.m areas . 

. .\~ you know, th(;SC uircr-.>.tl W(;TC an important p art of a fuc ~llppn.:ssion strategy 1h a t 

t,:lic:; on ·initial attnck to pTe,,cnt small .fire starts from bcconiin!: l:rrg.~-scale cvcut3 th:1t 
thn:~cre n people, prop~rty aml our <.:o virorunent. That's •.•,hy wt: .,ppn.:c.:i~tc the 
:\cln:ini ::tra.tion 's 5wiH ongui11g 1.kployment of replacemcat ti:~uur,;<.·s, p :1rticuJ,1rly the u:ii:. 
• •t 1110<11 Gerl C· 1 JO :ri.rcrnft, he:ivy .ind medium lift h t.:!licopt<:r:::, ;1111! sir:igk e11gioc un.b.:rs 
iSl~t\ TS) . 

. \ r:1~1id rcsp.in:-;c js criti~·:1l tn inr.11ring that small fires Jre , p11 d; I y c ,: ti nf;1ushc<l l ,etn1l:! 

llwy g ruw diffi cult to conlrc,I, anrl we urge you to conri.nnt: your efforts t•) deploy thcs-: 
.11 1<1 ,)11\ r:r rcpl:icemcnt n,:;1)tm ; r~<; with all deliberate SJH:cJ . \V,· : tl .,rJ cncunr ;igc yon to 
;rn11irn11! 'Mllr ·.v11rk wich fo,~ f :\/\. to thoroughly a1IJrc·:', rlc,: :··1 i,·ly i;:<;u~s r;ii.s,)d liy '.h1: 
' , l S B ,~p11rt. 
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Governor Arnold Schwan.enegger 



WASHINGTON 

. 
THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

JUN 18 ~ 

The Honorable Bill Richardson 
Chair, Western Governors' Association 
1515 Cleveland Place, Suite 200 
Denver, Colorado 80202 . . 
The Honorable Bill Owens 
Vice-Chair Western· Governors' Association 
1515 Cleveland Place, Suite 200 
Denver, Colorado 80202 

Dear Governors Richardson and Owens: 

33J..oSS 

THE DEPARTMENT OF T~E INTERIOR 

We are writing to provide additional information to address concerns over the effect of 
the termination of the large airtanker contract on the fire season this year. 

In our letters of May 18 and June 3, 2004, we stressed that safety is our core value in 
firefighting, and that we continue to be committed to the protection of communities from 
the threat ofwildland fires. As you know, we have aviation assets already assigned ~d 
activated. At this time, we have secured a total of 139 aircraft to supplement the loss of 
the airtanker support. This is an increased number from the last information we sent . 
you. These aircraft include the use of Single Engine Airtankers (SEA Ts), large 
helitankers helicopters, and medium helicopters which were previously available on a 
call-when needed contract basis. 

As we indicated previously, we have also activated the military Modular Airborne 
Firefighting System (MAFFS). The MAFFS are based in California, Colorado, 
Wyoming, and North Carolina, but are mobile and will be dispatched to locations on an 
as-needed basis depending upon national priorities. We have already deployed some 
MAFFS assets. 

The addition of all of these aircraft will enable Federal firefighters to maintain effective 
aviation support while ensuring the safety of pilots and aircraft as we11 as communities. 
We anticipate that these resources will enable us to achieve a near 99% success rate on 
initial and extended attack. 



We have also been working with the NTSB and the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) to establish procedures to detennine the potential airworthiness of the previously 
contracted airtankers. 

As part of our work with the NTSB and FAA, we have requested infonnation from the 
airtanker vendors to assess the airworthiness of their airtankers for possible firefighting 
contracts. The requests are based on criteria established in· concert with the NTSB, the 
FAA, Department of the Interior, and the Forest Service. The Forest Service has 
contracted D~Corp to evaluate the airtankers and the data to detennine the potential 
airworthiness of these aircraft. 

DynCorp is working toward a rigorous and complete evaluation of the aircraft and data 
and will soon provide airworthiness recommendations to the Forest Service and 
Department of the Interior for the various aircraft types. A detennination is expected 
soon on whether to re-contract for aircraft that meet FAA and NTSB criteria. 

Although we are undertaking these efforts with DynCorp, we do not want to infer from 
this process that a high percentage of the large airtankers will shortly be returned to 
service. As indicated, irrespective of the outcome of this process, the Forest Service and 
the Department of the Interior will maintain adequate aviation resources for the upcoming 
fire season. 

We recognize how important it is to work closely with our tribal, State, and local 
firefighting partners to make the best use of our resources and to respond to what is likely 
to be another challenging fire season. We continue to work with State foresters to·update 
regional needs in the current fire season. We will continue to work closely with the 
Western Governor's Association and our wildland firefighting partners on placement of 
resources. 

We will keep you apprised on any further developments, and we are available to brief 
you and your staff at your earliest convenience. 

Sincerely, 

-+'-12-; 
MARK REY 
Under Secretary 
Natural Resources and Environment 
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P. LYNN SCARLETT 
Assistant Secretary 
Policy, Management and Budget 
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The Honorab]e Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
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Dear Secretary Norton: <~ N ('") 

rnr-, - rn 
Thank you for the opportunity to be a part of the Take Pride in America program. ~bve< 
always held a special attachment to our natural, historic, and cultural resources. I amfle~ to::::1 
participate in a program that encourages Texans to volunteer their time and expertijto matntain-' 
and restore our unique treasures. ~ ~ 

> 
I submit Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) Executive Director Robert C Cook as 
the Texas state coordinator for the Take Pride in America program. TWPD is committed to 
achieving many of the same goals as the Take Pride in America program, and I am confident that 
Robert, or his designee, will represent Texas well. Mr. Cook's contact information is: 

Mr. Robert L. Cook 
Executive Director 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
4200 Smith School Road 
Austin, Texas 78744 
Phone: 512/389-4802 

Thank you again for the opportunity to participate in this important program. Please feel free to 
contact my office if you need any additional assistance. 

Sincerely, 

RP:tgp 

cc: Mr. Robert L. Cook 
Ms. Susan Weddington, President and CEO, OneStar Foundation 

P05T OrncE Box 12428 AllSllN, TEX,\S 78711 (512) 463-2000 (VOICE)!Dw. 7-1·1 F0tt RE.Av SuVICES 
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Dear Secretary Norton: < ~ N ('") 

rnrn - rn 
Thank you for the opportunity to be a part of the Take Pride in America program. ~mve< 
always held a special attachment to our natural, historic, and cultural resources. I am~eai1il to:~ 
participate in a program that encourages Texans to volunteer their time and experti~1tu matntain-' 
and restore our unique treasures. ~ g; 

::::>: 
I submit Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) Executive Director Robert L. Cook as 
the Texas state coordinator for the Take Pride in America program. TWPD is committed to 
achieving many of the same goals as the Take Pride in America program, and I am confident that 
Robert, or his designee, will represent Texas well. Mr. Cook's contact information is: 

Mr. Robert L. Cook 
Executive Director 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
4200 Smith School Road 
Austin, Texas 78744 
Phone: 512/389-4802 

Thank you again for the opportunity to participate in this important program. Please feel free to 
contact my office if you need any additional assistance. 

Sincerely, 

RP:tgp 

cc: Mr. Robert L. Cook 
Ms. Susan Weddington, President and CEO, OneStar Foundation 

POST Oma Box 12428 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 ( 512) 463-2000 (VoJCE)/ DIAL 7·1·1 FOR RftAy StKVICES 
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' 
THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

JUN 1 8 20M 

The Honorable Bill Richardson 
Chair, Western Governors' Association 
1515 Cleveland Place, Suite 200 
Denver, Colorado 80202 , 

I 

The Honorable Bill Owens 
Vice-Chair We.stem Governors' Association 
1515 Cleveland Place, Suite 200 
Denver, Colorado 80202 

Dear Governors Richardson and Owens: 

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR . . 

We are writing to provide additional information to address concerns over the effect of 
the termination of the large airtanker contract on the fire season this year. 

In our letters of May 18 and June 3, 2004, we stressed that safety is our core value in 
firefighting, and that we continue to be committed to the protection of communities from 
the threat ofwildland fires. As you know, we have aviation assets already assigned ~d 
activated. At this time, we have secured a total of 139 aircraft to supplement the loss of 
the airtanker support. This is an increased number from the last information we sent, 
you. These aircraft include the use of Single Engine Airtankers (SEATs), large 
helitankers helicopters, and medium helicopters which were previously available on a 
call-when needed contract basis. 

As we indicated previously, we have also activated the military Modular Airborne 
Firefighting System (MAFFS). The MAFFS are based in California, Colorado, 
Wyoming, and North Carolina, but are mobile and will be dispatched to locations on an 
as-needed basis depending upon national priorities. We have already deployed some 
MAFFS assets. 

The addition of all of these aircraft will enable Federal firefighters to maintain effective 
aviation support while ensuring the safety of pilots and aircraft as well as communities. 
We anticipate that these resources will enable us to achieve a near 99% success rate on 
initial and extended attack. 



. • . ... 

We have also been working with the NTSB and the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) to establish procedures to determine the potential airworthiness of the previously 
contracted airtankers. 

As part of our work with the NTSB and FAA, we have requested information from the 
airtanker vendors to assess the airworthiness of their airtankers for possible firefighting 
contracts. The requests are based on criteria established in· concert with the NTSB, the 
FAA, Department of the Interior, and the Forest Service. The Forest Service has 
contracted DynCorp to evaluate the airtankers and the data to determine the potential 
airworthiness of these aircraft. . 

DynCorp is working toward a rigorous and complete evaluation of the aircraft aµd data 
and will soon provide airworthiness recommendations to the Forest Service and 
Department of the Interior for the various aircraft types. A determination is expected 
soon on whether to re-contract for aircraft that meet FAA and NTSB criteria. 

Although we are undertaking these efforts with DynCorp, we do not want to infer from 
this process that a high percentage of the large airtankers will shortly be returned to 
service. As indicated, irrespective of the outcome of this process, the Forest Service and 
the Department of the Interior will maintain adequate aviation resources for the upcoming 
fire season. 

We recognize how important it is to work closely with our tribal, State, and local 
firefighting partners to make the best use of our resources and to respond to what is likely 
to be another challenging fire season. We continue to work with State foresters to·update 
regional needs in the current fire season. We will continue to work closely with the 
Western Governor's Association and our wildland firefighting partners on placement of 
resources. 

We will keep you apprised on any further developments, and we are available to brief 
you and your staff at your earliest convenience. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
MARK REY 
Under Secretary 
Natural Resources and Environment 
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P. LYNN SCARLETT 
Assistant Secretary 
Policy, Management and Budget 
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GOVEllNOR 

April30,2002 

The Honorable Christine Todd Whitman 
Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Administrator Whitman and Secretary Norton·: 

I understand that the U.S. Departmenfof Interior and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency are . 
currently considering .a request by the State of Chihuahua and their consultants to fund the Rio Conchos 
Watershed Management Project. On behalf of the State of Texas, I strongly urge that you deny any 
request for funding until Mexico, .specifically the State of Chihuahua, meets its obligation to provide 1.5 

. rr.i!lion acre-feet of water in complianc~ with the 1944 Wate:· Treaty. 

Although the concept paper for the Rio Conchos Watershed Management Project states that "almost 
one-third of the Conchos' waters have been dedicated by Mexico to cover part of the quota committed 
by the International Treaty of 1944 with the USA," the proposal ironically gives no indication that a goal 
of this project will be to ensure the delivery of water owed by Mexico to the U.S. or that the treaty 
obligations will be incorporated into the management model. 

Funding this request while Mexico is still far behind in its water treaty obligations would be adding 
insult to real economic injw.y to the citizens1.,farmers, and ranchers of South Texas. 

. 1VIB\f I3~33S 3J\lln3~X3 
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POST Oma Box 12428 Ausns, To<AS 78711 (512) 463.2000 (VOICE)/ (512) 475·3165 (TDD) 
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The Honorable Christine Todd Whitman 
The Honorable Gale A. North 
April 30, 2002 
Page 2 

Current studies show Mexico's noncompliance with the treaty has resulted in the loss of 30,000 
jobs and a negative impact of $1 billion on Texas' economy. I respectfully request that the federal 
government refrain from funding this project and notify Mexico that it will be reconsidered when the 
treaty issues are substantially addressed. These actions will help amplify America's commitment to 
resolving this treaty violation and getting needed and long over due water to the citizens of Texas. 

RP:tgk 

cc: The Honorable George W. Bush 
The Honorable Paul H. O'Neill, Secretary of the Treasury, Department of the Treasury 
The Honorable Gwyn Shea, Secretary of State 
Texas Congressional Delegation Members 
Mr. Otto Reich, Assistant Secretary of State, U.S. Department of State 
Mr. Dennis Linksey, Border Coordinator, Office of Mexican Affairs, U.S. Department of State 
Mr. Carlos Ramirez, U.S. Commissioner, International Boundary and Water Commission 
Ms. Judith E. Ayres, Assistant Administrator for International Activities, Environmental Protection Agenc) 
Mr. Gregg Cooke, Regional Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
Mr. Raul Rodriguez, Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer, North American Development Bank 
Mr. Fernando Macias, General Manager, Border Environment Cooperation Commission 
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The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
United States Department of Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Madam Secretary: 

October 8, 2001 
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As you know, in Texas we have tried to forge new, improved relationships between landowners and the 
US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS). We have made some progress but that process seems to have 
halted at least for the time being. 

One recent concern deals with the biological opinion issued by the USFWS regarding the Barton Springs 
Salamander. We do not believe that this opinion was subjected to competent peer review or scrutiny at 
the national level within your agency. The concerns that have been raised by many concerned landowners 
have to do with the scientific basis for this opinion. We would ask that your office carefully review this 
opinion. Landowners could face possible restrictions on their use of land based on USFWS claims about 
water quality issues that have not been connected to direct harm of endangered species. 

An additional concern we have is with the relationship among landowners, agriculture and USFWS 
centers around Texas' extraordinarily successful volunteer cowbird-trapping program to reduce cowbird 
parasitism on both endangered and declining songbird species, including the black-capped vireo. This 
program has been a national model, demonstrating how landowners, biologists and birders from very 
diverse backgrounds, can achieve appropriate, workable solutions. 

We were, therefore, ciiscurbt:ei to learn t.na~ the makeup·uftbe rc;;,ived bla~k-capped ~reo reccv~ry· team 
appointed by USFWS does not reflect the true constituency and partnership of this.essential effort. In 
fact, a number-0f individuals who have been instrumental in this overall effort from the start have not 
been included, whereas several appointed to this recovery team by USFWS have not been involved. To 
be successful, the new recovery team needs to be diverse and representative of the Texas stakeholders. 

We are only writing to express our concerns and believe that solutions reached in a fair, objective manner 
are the best solutions. We appreciate your attention to tlus matter and look forward to working with you 
on a solution. 

~~ 
Susan Combs 

Governor Commissioner of Agriculture 

Po,T Oma: Bo.x 12428 At•srl'I, TEXAS 78711 (5 12)463-2000 (Vo,a)l(512>47>-3165 (TDD) 
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Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 



WASHINGTON 

. 
THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

JUN 1 8 200't . 

The Honorable Bill Richardson 
Chair, Western Governors' Association 
1515 Cleveland Place, Suite 200 
Denver, Colorado 80202 . 

I 

The Honorable Bill Owens 
Vice -Chair Westem Governors' Association 
1515 Cleveland Place, Suite 200 
Denver, Colorado 80202 

Dear Governors Richardson and Owens: 

THE DEPARTMENT OF T~E INTERIOR 

We are writing to provide additional information to address concerns over the effect of 
the termination of the large airtanker contract on the fire season this year. 

In our letters of May 18 and June 3, 2004, we stressed that safety is our core value in 
firefighting, and that we continue to be committed to the protection of communities from 
the threat ofwildland fires. As you know, we have aviation assets already assigned ~d 
activated. At this time, we have secured a total of 139 aircraft to supplement the loss of 
the airtanker support. This is an increased number from the last information we sent . 
you. These aircraft include the use of Single Engine Airtankers (SEATs), large 
helitankers helicopters, and medium helicopters which were previously available on a 
call-when needed contract basis. 

As we indicated previously, we have also activated the military Modular Airborne 
Firefighting System (MAFFS). The MAFFS are based in California, Colorado, 
Wyoming, and North Carolina, but are mobile and will be dispatched to locations on an 
as-needed basis depending upon national priorities. We have already deployed some 
MAFFS assets. 

The addition of alJ of these aircraft will enable Federal firefighters to maintain effective 
aviation support while ensuring the safety of pilots and aircraft as well as communities. 
We anticipate that these resources will enable us to achieve a near 99% success rate on 
initial and extended attack. 



We have also been working with the NTSB and the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) to establish procedures to determine the potential airworthiness of the previously 
contracted airtankers. 

As part of our work with the NTSB and FAA, we have requested information from the 
airtanker vendors to assess the airworthiness of their airtankers for possible firefighting 
contracts. The requests are based on criteria established in· concert with the NTSB, the 
FAA, Department of the Interior, and the Forest Service. The Forest Service has 
contracted DynCorp to evaluate the airtankers and the data to determine the potential 
airworthiness of these aircraft. 

DynCorp is working toward a rigorous and complete evaluation of the aircraft and data 
and will soon provide airworthiness recommendations to the Forest Service and 
Department of the Interior for the various aircraft types. A determination is expected 
soon on whether to re-contract for aircraft that meet FAA and NTSB criteria. 

Although we are undertaking these efforts with DynCorp, we do not want to infer from 
this process that a high percentage of the large airtankers will shortly be returned to 
service. As indicated, irrespective of the outcome of this process, the Forest Service and 
the Department of the Interior will maintain adequate aviation resources for the upcoming 
fire season. 

We recognize how important it is to work closely with our tribal, State, and local 
firefighting partners to make the best use of our resources and to respond to what is likely 
to be another challenging fire season. We continue to work with State foresters to·update 
regional needs in the current fire season. We will continue to work closely with the 
Western Governor's Association and our wildland firefighting partners on placement of 
resources. 

We will keep you apprised on any further developments, and we are available to brief 
you and your staff at your earliest convenience. 

Sincerely, 

~12; 
MAR.KREY 
Under Secretary 
Natural Resources and Environment 

2 

f~-~ 
P. LYNN SCARLETT 
Assistant Secretary 
Policy, Management and Budget 
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Secretary of the Interior 
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Dear Secretary Norton: <~ N ('") 

rnr,l - rn 
Thank you for the opportunity to be a part of the Take Pride in America program. ~ave< 
always held a special attachment to our natural, historic, and cultural resources. I am~e~ to:,.,, 
participate in a program that encourages Texans to volunteer their time and expertiito maintain-' 
and restore our unique treasures. ~ g; 

> 
I submit Texas Parks and Wildlife Department {TPWD) Executive Director Robert C Cook as 
the Texas state coordinator for the Take Pride in America program. TWPD is committed to 
achieving many of the same goaJs as the Take Pride in America program, and I am confident that 
Robert, or his designee, will represent Texas well. Mr. Cook's contact information is: 

Mr. Robert L. Cook 
Executive Director 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
4200 Smith School Road 
Austin, Texas 78744 
Phone: 512/389-4802 

Thank you again for the opportunity to participate in this important program. Please feel free to 
contact my office if you need any additional assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

RP:tgp 

cc: Mr. Robert L. Cook 
Ms. Susan Weddington, President and CEO, OneStar Foundation 

POST OrnCE Box 12428 A USTIN, TEXAS 78711 (512) 463-2000 (VoJCE)/ DlAL 7-1-1 FoR RELAY SERVICES 
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RICK l'f.KKY 

C,O VEk NOR 

The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
U.S. Department of Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Secretary Norton: 

October 6, 2004 

l want to take a moment to express my appreciation for the sound policies that you have 
advanced in support of natural resources in the State of Texas. Your efforts to improve national 
parks and protect vulnerable species have produced incalculable benefits to our environment. I 
am writing to request your assistance regarding the production of sheep and goats in Texas and 
the interaction of this industry with golden eagles. 

Currently, sheep and goat raisers of west central Texas are having a depredation problem with 
golden eagles. However, the protections afforded these majestic creatures, through the Bald 
Eagle and Golden Eagle Protection Act, requires individuals to apply for a permit to trap and 
transport golden eagles. In order to facilitate their application, I have asked the Texas Wildlife 
Damage Management Service to coordinate with the agriculture producers affected by the 
depredating eagles. Their efforts will generate an application that describes the severe economic 
impact of the eagles on individual sheep and goat raisers who have suffered as much as an 80 
percent loss of their kid goats in one year. This loss is unacceptable when it can be mitigated 
through the coordinated efforts of federal and state government. 

The sheep and goat industry is very important to the State of Texas and generates more than 
$173 million in direct sales to the economy. However, the noble golden eagle is very deserving 
of federal and state protections that will allow these eagles to be moved without harm. 
Therefore, I re::pectft:11}' request your assistance in providing the nc~.ef.sary resource<; In .id,:lre~s 
this situation internally or in coordination with the Wildlife Services Program of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. It is my sincere hope that we can work together to address this 
problem while continuing your laudable efforts to protect and preserve our nation's wildli fe. 

RP:lsp 

cc: Mr. Gary L. Nunley, State Director, Texas Wildlife Damage Management Service 
Mr. George Sultemeier, Past President, Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers' Association 
Mr. Kenneth Dierschke, President, Texas Fann Bureau 

PoS'I O n-1ct Box 1242ll At",,N, Tl!XM 78711 (512) 463-2000 (Vou.1.H lm 7 · 1· 1 F<~, Rt:L~,· St k\'1<1'' 
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United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/ AMB/019189 

Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 7871 I 

Dear Governor Perry: 

Washington, DC 20240 

rJAN O 4 2005 

·, · l I•? ·,, (r 

Thank you for your Jetter of October 6, 2004, to Secretary Gale Norton regarding the 
production of sheep and goats in Texas and the interaction of this industry with golden 
eagles. We are aware of the depredation problems that have been reported by goat and 
sheep ranchers in west central Texas. The Secretary has asked me to respond directly to 
you, and I apologize for the delay. 

On March 31. 2004, the U.S . Fish and Wildlife Service's (Service) ·1 cxas State 
Administrator met with members of the Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers· Association to 
discuss the problem. Also present at that meeting were representatives from Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, U.S. Department of Agriculture Wildlife Services (USDA
WS). and a representative from your office. 

The sources of predator caused mortality to sheep and goats in western Texas arc not 
well understood at this time. Some ranchers at the meeting believed it could be attributed 
to golden eagles, while others thought there could be many sources of predation, 
including feral hogs. 

Under a longstanding formal memorandum of understanding between the U.S. 
Departments of the Interior and Agriculture, USDA-WS is the Federal agency with the 
funding and responsibility for investigating golden eagle predation on sheep and goats in 
western Texas and undertaking any necessary control activiti es. 

Trapping and relocating eagles. if necessary, are difficult tasks which must be undertaken 
hy fully qualified individuals in consideration for the welfare of the birds. USDA-WS 
personnel are well qualified for these tasks and have successfully worked with Texas 
ranchers to resolve golden eagle depredation problems in the past. In compJiance with 
the memorandum of understanding between the agencies and upon approval of an 
application from USDA-WS, the Service may issue a permit authorizing them to conduct 
eagle depredation control activities. The Service will work with hoth USDA-WS and the 
State of Texas to ensure that such a permit application is addressed in an efficient 
manner. If USDA· WS detem1ines that golden eagles are a signifil.:anl cause of mortality, 
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the Service will ensure that they have the necessary authorization to trap and relocate the 
offending birds. We will personally convey this message to 1he U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

If you have further questions regarding this issue, please contact me, or have your staff contact 
Dale Hall, the Service,.s Southwest Regional Director, at (505) 248-6282. 

Sincerely, 

(}14. 11p. 
Deputy Assistant Sccrclary for Fish 

and Wildlife and Parks 



RICK PERRY 

GOVERN OR 

October 14, 2005 

Ms. Renee Orr 
5-Year Program Manager 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

Minerals Management Service (MS-4010) 
Room 3120, 382 Elden Street 
Herndon, Virginia 20170 

RE: Comments on the Preparation of the 5-Year Program for 2007-2012 

Dear Ms. Orr: 
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As the Governor of Texas, I am pleased to provide the U.S . Department of the Interior with 
comments on preparation of the 2007-2012 5-Y ear Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Leasing 
Program. Our U.S. energy policy greatly depends on the federal offshore leasing program. 
Given today's energy supply and price environment, it is critical that the department move 
aggressively to open all prospective OCS areas for leasing as soon as possible. 

0 
(Jl 

0 
n ..... 
\.0 

-0 
'.:!!: 

w 
w 

All acreage in the Central and Western Gulf of Mexico should continue to be offered during the 
2007-2012 period. Available acreage in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico should be expanded, and 
lease sales should be held in all prospective Alaska planning areas including the North Aleutian 
Planning Area. New initiatives should be undertaken to open the Pacific and Atlantic planning 
areas for leasing and development as well. Making these areas available for energy exploration 
and production is a national imperative, and I strongly encourage the Department of the Interior 
to be steadfast in its resolve to produce an offshore leasing program that will serve the national 
interest and maximize the OCS' contribution to future energy supplies. 

Oil and gas exploration and production can be accomplished in a safe and environmentally sound 
fashion. Extensive stakeholder consultations should be undertaken to address lingering concerns 
about offshore development in coastal states. These consultations are absolutely essential given 
federal offshore waters hold the greatest potential for finding new energy resources and bringing 
them to market in the next 5 to IO years. 

Finally, I encourage the Department of the Interior to assume a leadership role in passage of 
OCS revenue sharing legislation. In the aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, OCS revenues 
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Ms. Renee Orr 
October 14, 2005 
Page 2 

are needed to rebuild local communities and infrastructure in coastal areas so that offshore 
employees can return to home and to work. A primary lesson from the 2005 hurricane season is 
the strategic importance of the Gulf of Mexico energy industry to the nation's economic and 
energy security. The time has come to dedicate a portion of OCS revenues to coastal states and 
communities to ensure that critical infrastructure is in place to support offshore development 
activities. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important government initiative. I look 
forward to seeing the Draft Proposed Program in January 2006. I hope that it will represent 
considerable of change from today's policies and that it will signal a new era of cooperation 
between governments at all levels for the national good. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

RP:zcp 

cc: The Honorable Gale A. Norton, Secretary of the Interior, U.S. Department of the Interior 
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October 13, 2005 

Mr. Matthew J. Hogan 
Acting Director 

OFFI CE OF THE GOV E RNOR 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20242 

RE: Proposed Neches River National Wildlife Refuge 

Dear Mr. Hogan: 
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The State of Texas, beginning in 1997,' undertook a comprehensive, innovative study J?.the 
future water needs of thls state. Since that time. the Texas Water Development Board. through 
regional plaMing groups, has identified needs in each region and has begun to identify methods 
in which to meet those water supply needs. That process is conlinuing today. 

The Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex is one of the fastest growing areas in this state, if not in the 
nation, and there is no doubt that the future water needs of this fast growth area will be very 
large. As a matter o f fact, growth in the area is outpacing the projections upon which the 
planning process is based, so its water supply needs will likely be greater than what has been 
estimated and will outpace the availability of existing projects. One of the few methods of 
providing needed wa·~er to the people of Texas will be through the development ofreservoirs in 
our state. 

Because of the scarcity of potential reservoir sites in Texas, it is important that we make sure to 
preserve those sites for the future. One potential site in East Texas is the Fastrill Reservoir site 
being studied by the City of Dallas and the Upper Neches River Municipal Water Authority. I 
am aware that your agency is studying the possibility of developing a wildlife refuge within the 
footprint ofFastrill , which would have the eff~i ~~ s_t?pping the development of this reservoir: 

In speaking with representatives of Dallas and tlie authority, I am convinced that they are willing 
to work with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service to achieve the objectives sought in the 
wildlife refuge, and to possibly do this in a more advantageous manner by consolidating tracts, 
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Mr. Matthew J. Hogan 
October 13, 2005 
Page2 

or by giving your agency the ability to acquire even more acreage than initially planned for the 
refuge. 

I urge you not to concur with the Region 2 Director's recommendation to grant project status to 
the Neches River Wildlife Refuge, and that you not acquire or accept any property within the 
Fastrill footprint until studies can be completed. I would further request that you work with the 
people of Dallas and the authority to find a solution that accomplishes the goals both for Texas 
and the nation. By working together with these entities, a solution can be reached whereby 
future Texans can be assured of adequate water resources while at the same time preserving 
prime bottomland hardwoods and wildlife habitat. 

Thank you for working with the people of Texas. Please keep me informed of any developments 
in this area as this issue is of prime importance to my office and to all Texans. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

RP:zcp 

cc: The Honorable John Comyn, U.S. Senator, U.S. Senate 
The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison, U.S. Senator, U.S. Senate 
The Honorable Jeb Hensarling, U.S. Reprsentative, U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Gale A. Norton, Secretary of the Interior 
Mr. Mitch Butler, Council on Environmental Quality, Executive Office of the President 



United States Department of the Interior 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWSI ANRS/022930 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

FEB O 6 2006 

.345'15a 

Thank you for your letter of October 13, 2005, concerning the proposed Neches River National 
Wildlife Refuge and Fastrill Reservoir. I apologize for the delay in responding to your letter. 

The Service appreciates that the Texas Water Development Board wishes to have input into the 
proposed establishment of the refuge. The Service also understands the Texas Water 
Development Board's interest in the future water needs of Texas and its desire to preserve viable 
reservoir sites. 

The Service believes the refuge proposal submitted by its Southwest Region merits 
consideration. It is our intention to make a detennination on those merits after full review of the 
project record. Nevertheless, we remain interested in the infonnation forthcoming from the 
study being conducted by the City of Dallas if it can be provided in the immediate future, 
especially to the degree that options that truly protect bottomland hardwood wildlife habitat 
resources are presented. 

The conservation of healthy bottomland hardwood resources has been one of the Service's goals 
in east Texas for many years. The Neches River area proposed for the refuge was identified as 
early as 1985 as a priority area. More recently, the site was considered as a wildlife refuge when 
it appeared that lands in the area, especially those lands owned by timber corporations, might be 
divested and subject to residential or commercial development. 

At present, we are still reviewing the project proposal and expect to make a decision in the near 
future. Ifwe can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact me or Dr. Benjamin 
Tuggle, the Service's Acting Regional Director for the Southwest Region, at (505) 248-6282. 

Sincerely, 

_/41~4!/ 
DIRECTOR 

TAKE PRIDE4'lf:::, 1 
INAMERICA~ 



United States Department of the Interior 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/ ANRS/022930 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Ft.J ~ s ::ros 

1bank you for your letter of October 13, 2005, concerning the proposed Neches River National 
Wildlife Refuge and Fastrill Reservoir. I apologize for the delay in responding to your letter. 

The Service appreciates that the Texas Water Development Board wishes to have input into the 
proposed establislunent of the refuge. The Service also understands the Texas Water 
Development Board's interest in the future water needs of Texas and its desire to preserve viable 
reservoir sites. 

The Service believes the refuge proposal submitted by its Southwest Region merits 
consideration. It is our intention to make a determination on those merits after full review of the 
project record. Nevertheless, we remain interested in the information forthcoming from the 
study being conducted by the City of Dallas if it can be provided in the immediate future, 
especially to the degree that options that truly protect bottomland hardwood wildlife habitat 
resources are presented. 

The conservation of healthy bottomland hardwood resources has been one of the Service's goals 
in east Texas for many years. The Neches River area proposed for the refuge was identified as 
early as 1985 as a priority area. More recently, the site was considered as a wildlife refuge when 
it appeared that lands in the area, especially those lands owned by timber corporations, might be 
divested and subject to residential or commercial development. 

At present, we are still reviewing the project proposal and expect to make a decision in the near 
future. Ifwe can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact me or Dr. Benjamin 
Tuggle, the Service's Acting Regional Director for the Southwest Region, at (505) 248-6282. 

Sincerely, 

H. Dale Hall 

DIRECTOR 

TAKE PRID~l:f::, 1 
INAMERICA~ 
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May 30, 2006 

Mr. Dirk Kcmpthome 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of1hc Jnterior 
1849 C Street. NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Secretary Kempthome: 

In 1997, the State of Texas, through the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB), began lhe 
process of planning for our state's future water needs. 'Through regional planning, TWDB has 
identified what those needs will he for the next 50 years, and has begun to identify projects that 
will help meet those needs. 

PAGE 02 

The Dallas/For. Worth mctroplex is one of the fastest irowing areas in our state. There is no 
question that wat! r supply projects beyond what is currently avai lable must be identified and 
dc"eloped for the metroplex to meet its futw-e needs. One of the projects proposed is the F astrill 
Reservoir in East Texas, a reservoir site that h~s been present in the Texas state water plan since 
the early I 960's. The City of Dallas and the Upper Neches River Municipal Water Authority 
(authority) ore currently conducting studies to detennine the feasibility of this proposed site. The 
City of Dallas provides water not only to Dallas proper, but to more tha., 30 surrounding cities in 
the metroplcx. Toe high level of projected growth in th.is service area over the next few decades 
dictates that the need for water for this growing population will grow exponentially as well. 

Currently, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is studying a proposal to place a wildlife 
refuge within the footprint of Fastrill Reservoir. Designation of this refuge and acceptance of 
any l,md into it would preclude the development of the reservoir. Because reservoir sites are so 
rare, we have asked USFWS to delay making a dedsion until such time as all parties can 
complete cum:nt studies and have been given ample opportunity to work togcthCT and possibly 
negotiate the relocation of the proposed refuge in an area that may be more suitable, allowing for 
the deveJopment of both the refuge and the reservoir. TWDB, for example, has just let a contract 
to three engineering firms to study and produce a report on the remaining viable reseT'\loir sites 
left in Texas . which may or may not include Fastrill Reservoir. 111,u report is scheduled to be 
completed by December 2006. 
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Mr. Dirk Kempthomc 
May 30, 2006 
Page 2 

I am told that USFWS and our Texas Par1's and Wildlife Department have been meeting with 
representatives of DaJlas and the authority. I am concerned that the U SFWS representatives are 
proposing to move too ·quickly. I suggest giving the parties a chance to develop alternatives, and 
ask that you direct USFWS to delay any decision until such time as the TWDB study is 
completed. Oday of a decision in this instance from the ubitrary June I deadline until the 
TWDB study can be completed should not be considered unreasonable. I support wildlife 
conservation ancj refuges, but I also believe this can be accomplished in conjunction v.ith 
meeting our state's water needs. 

Dela}ing this decision does nothing to prevent the ultimate development of a wildlife refuge in 
the region or to otherwise preclude such designation. Swift acticn and designation of the Neches 
River National Wildlife Refuge within the footprint ofFastrill Reservoir would, however, 
preclude the development of the reservoir, no matter what these ongoing studies will show. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter and your willingness to work with the people of 
Texas. This i:. of prime importance to a significant numbct of citizens of this great state. 

~·,. k ?eee,., 
~ ':J 
Governor 

R.P:zcp 

cc: The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison, U.S. Senator, U.S.Scnate 
The Honorable John Comyn,·u .s . Senator, U.S. Senate 
The Honorable Sam Johnson, U.S. Representative, U.S. House of Rcprcsc:ntativc:s 
The Honorable Eddie Bernice Johnson, U.S. Representative, U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Pete Sessions, U.S. Representative, U.S. House of Rcprescnl.atives 
The Honorable Jcb Hcnsarling, U.S. Representative, U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Kermy Marchant, U.S. Representative, U.S. House ofRcpreicntativcs 
Mr. Barry Jackson, Director, Office of Strategic Initiatives 
Mr. David P. Smith, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Department of the Interior 
Mr. H. Dale Hall, Director, U.S . Fish and Wildlife Service 
Mr. Mitchell J. Bu~ler,_Attomey ~dvisor, Council on Environmental Quality 
Mr. Joseph B. C. F1us1mons, Chsuman, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
Mr. E. G. Rod Pit1rtlan, Chainnan, Texas Water Development Board 
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United States Department of the Interior 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/ANRS/025849/349719 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

AUG 2 3 2006 

Thank you for your letter of May 30, 2006, to Secretary Kempthorne requesting that the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (Service) delay approval of the establishment of the Neches River National 
Wildlife Refuge (Refuge). We appreciate your concerns with respect to the City of Dallas and the 
Upper Neches River Municipal Water Authority's interest in the same site for the development of the 
proposed Fastrill Reservoir. 

The conservation of the healthy bottomland hardwood resources in east Texas has been the Service's 
goal since 1985. More than 60 percent of the lands along this stretch of the Neches River are owned 
in larger tracts by interests that for the last 30 or 40 years have left the bottomland resources 
relatively untouched. We recognize that the habitat along the proposed project footprint is not 
considered "old growth." Nevertheless, there are smaller tracts along this stretch of river wherein 
bottom land resources have been moderately disturbed. The full stretch of the Neches River together 
with the proposal presents the best compendium of mature bottom land hardwood resources that could 
be conserved and managed without a large investment by the United States in reforestation. 

We initially delayed a final decision on approving this new refuge at the request of local officials and 
to hear the concerns of all stakeholders. We have decided at this time to approve establishment of 
Neches River National Wildlife Refuge. The refuge will be established at such time as the first 
parcel of land is acquired. Lands within the approved refuge boundary would be acquired by the 
United States as funding becomes available and only from willing sellers. Lands would be acquired 
using funds appropriated by Congress, or approved through the Migratory Bird Conservation 
Commission, which requires the Governor's approval, or through donation. 

Now that we have approved the establishment of the Neches River National Wildlife Refuge, we 
look forward to working with your office, the citizens of east Texas, the City of Dallas, the Upper 
Neches River Municipal Water Authority, and other interested State and local government officials 
on the detai ls regarding management of the refuge. 

Sincerely, 
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UNITED WE STANO 

The Honorable Dirk Kempthorne 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 



RGA 
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The I lonorable Dirk Kempthorne 
U.S . Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Secretary Kempthorne, 

January 15, 2008 

On behalf of the Republican Governors of the United States, I invite you be our guest at the I 41h 

annual gala, "A Celebration of America's l enders'' in Washington, DC on Monday, Februruy 25, 
2008. 

I am expecting all 21 of my colleagues to be in attendance for this gala along with special guest 
President George W. Bush. This is the RGA 's largest event and will help give us the resources to 
compete in 11 gubernatorial races this year. 

A successful event will also help us prepare for the 2010 elections. The governors in office that 
year will be instrumental in determining the make up of Congress for the next decade. 
Republicans could easily see a swing of26 seats just by electing 7 new governors in key states 
before 20 I 0. 

The gala will be held at the National Building Museum (401 F Street, NW) from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. 

To RSVP please fil l out the attached reply form, or contact Angela Meyers at (202) 662-414 1 or 
ameycrs@rga.org. 

I look forward to seeing you on February 25, 2008. 

Sincerely. 

Governor Rick Perry 
State of Texas 
RGA Chairman 
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Paid.for by the Republican Got'<'mm~ Association. 



2008 "A Celebration of America's Leaders" 

R.S.V.P. 
_ _ Yes , J will attend the RGA's "A Celebration of America's Leaders" as a guest of the RGA. 

Tickets will be available for pick up under each guest's last name: 

Monday, February 2S1
b 

Event begins at 5:30 p.m. 

3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. WiU Call Hours 

Nationa) Bui)ding Museum, 401 F Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 

P)ease use the G Street Entrance **Dress for the event: Business attire 

Special Guest: 'President George W. Bush 

Hosts: 

Governor Mark Sanford, (SC). "A Celebration of America 's Leaders" Chairman 
Govt:rn0r Rick Perry, (TX), RGA Chairman 
Governor Man Blunt, (MO), RGI\ Vice Chairman 

Invited Guests: 
Republican Governors of the United States 
United States Cabinet and Administration Officia ls 
U.S. Republican Members of the Senate 
U.S. Republican Members of the House 

Spouse/Guest: _ _ ___ _ _ ___ _________ ______ _ 

Contact Information: 

NAME 

OFFICE 

PHONE F/\X E-MAIL 

Questions: Kiley Herring 202-662-4145 / kherring@rga.org 

RSVP: Please fax this form to: FAX: 202-662-4924 
Republican Governors Association 
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 
Washington, DC 20006 

r .1id for by the Re publ ican Governors Associ.11ion. 



May 20, 2008 

The Honorable Dirk Kempthorne 
Secretary ,,, 
U.S. Department oflnterior 
1849 C Street, N. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

>< ,,, 
C") 

co 
-i"'TI 

Re: Gulf Coast Coastal fmpact Assistance Proeram 

Dear Secretary Kempthome: 
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As you know, our states have been. and remain, firmly commined to supporting th~5tlon·t-J 
energy needs through oil and gas production in our respective state waters and adjacent federa l waQrs. W6--> 
also believe that our state:s, which beur the burden of supporting the Gulf Coast's oil and gas praZluction:
have earned the opportunity to receive enhanced revenues associated with Outer Continental Shelf oil and 
gas development and production adjacent to our respective states. Accordingly, we would like to take 1his 
opponunity to thank you and your agency for the diligent efforts in developing 11nd administering the 
Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIA P) which provides one billion dollars of cnh.inced revenue 10 oil 
and gas-producing states and coastal political subdiv isions. We recognize the magnitude of th is program 
and appreciate the assistance it will provide to the Gulf Coast stalC$. 

From it's enactment in 200S, we have worked closely with the Minerals Management Service 
(MMS) in developing the CIAP program and we are highly appreciative of 1heir efforts associated with 1his 
program. We believe that the individuals representing the MMS in this endeavor arc commined to 
developing and implementing e program which is consistent with Congress' mandate. However, in working 
on this program for almost three years, we have developed, independenl of one another, common concerns 
regarding the CIAP. We would like to share these wi1h you and ask tha1 due consideration be Jc!iven 10 
resolvin1 these cone ems. Our concerns are described in three areas below: 

1. CIAP Piao Approval - It appears that among each state's CII\P plan. projee1s have emerged 
which require additional justification and information. We continue to provide additional 
information in order to gain approval. As it stands now, however, a CIAP plan will not gain 
approval unless ill projeccs contained within the plan are approved. We re.tptcrfully requesl 
consideration of an approach whertb)• //,e projects wilh which thtrc are ,m questions or 
issues car, be approved while we continue w worA 1hrough wues <Jssociored w11h 011N!r 
pro}t!cts. This will a/lo"' CIAP recipients the upporl11nit)' ro prnctt>d with fmplemen111ti11n of 
important proje,·ts in o cosl·effeclive arrd timely manner. 

2. Authorized Use #1 - Congms allowed for CIAP funding to be spent in one of five ways as 
described in the 2005 Energy Policy Act. These five ways in which 1he fundin g can be spent 
are referred to as Authoriz.ed Uses. Authorized Use #4 allows for wimplementalion of a 
Federally-approved marine, coastal or comprehensive conservation management plan." While 
we believe this is a valid authorized use as ii is wrinen. it is currently being interpreted by 
federal omcials to exclude recreational. public acteS5 and economic development projects. 
No"here in the 2005 Energy Policy Act or the CIAP program guidance are these exclusions 
mtt1tioned. We would also like to n04e that conservation goals along with recrca1ional. public 
access and economic gl,als C1U1 be achieved simultaneously through implementa1ion of 1•1Hh<!· 
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ground projecls 1hat arc designed in an sustainable, environmentally-sensitive way. Those 
goals do not have to compete with one another or be mutually exclusive. For example. a pier 
construction project can support fishery population research and protect endangered species, 
as well as provide an opportunity for public access and recreation. As wch, we respcqfu/ly 
request consideration of an alternative, simpler in1erpretarion of this Authori:ed Use II./ 
which allows recreational, public acces,, and economic de-velopment projects as long as they 
ore contained withi11 a federally approved plan as de:1cribed in Authorized Use II./ of tire 
£.nergy Policy Act of 1005. 

3. Authorjzed Use #J - Authoriud Use 111 allows "projects and activities for the conservation. 
protection, or restoration of coastal areas. including wetlands;- While we believe this is a 
valid authorized use as jt js written, we reel the term "conservation" is currently being 
interpreted by federal officials as "preservation" as it relates to the proposed land acquisition 
projects. This interpretation is limiting the potential of these lands to be used to the fullest 
extent for public use and enjoyment while staying within the state conservation guidelines. 
Most state conservation management plans allow and promote public use of public lands. W11 
respectfully req11es1 consideration of un olternorive inrerpr111a1io11 of "corut1n>ation. " cm(• 1hu1 
i., consistent wirh state com,ervution plans. 

4. CJAP Goo\ PcolW!ID - We are concerned about the CIAP grant program ~ it is currently 
being implemented. Currently, each project contained within an approved Final CIAI' plan 
must also receive an individual airant award prior to implementation. Once the program is 
fully up and running, this will result in, literally, hundreds or grant applications that will 
require simultaneous processing by federal officials. The first end only CIAP grant awarded 
to date took five months 10 process prior 10 its award, a lime frame we find both unreasonable 
and unacceptable. We respectfally request consideration of on approach that ll'ill 
dramatical(v streamline the CIAP grunt prc>eeu. We sugge.ft an approach that will i.'i.rnl' o 
grant u-..·urJ tu a stuff and une w e0<:h of its associated county nr parish upon receipr c>f jinn/ 
plan upproval. Thi.t would allow "significantly smaller commitmenl in popen11orA pr(){.·essinx 
and u/fo,., federul ufficial.s ra foc11.f on monitoring and sire ,,fsits . Also. thu appruoch f ollo,rs 
the precedenl sel by lhe 2001 CUP program administered by 1he Depol'lme11t o/Comm11rce 

Thank you in advance for your consideration or the issues raised in this corresponden1:c. We 
believe the CIAP program can be an incredibly effecthc tool for 1hc Gulf Coast and apprL'Ciate everything 
the Department or Interior has done to make this a realil)'. If you have any quest ions or desire any 
additional information. we st.and ready to provide that for you. 

7i:~ 
Bob Riley . (} 

Governor of Alabamy 

~ ; .. ~ 
Governor of Louisiana 

cc: 1he Honorable Randall B. Luthi, MMS Director 
Wahcr Cruickshank. MMS Deputy Director 
M. Barnett Lawley. ADCNR Commissioner 

Rick Perry 
Governor ofT cxas 

William Walker, Ph.D .. Executive Director. Mississippi DMR 
Scott A. Angell~. S<crrt:ir). Louisiana DNR 
Jerry Panerson, Commissioner. Texas General Land Office 



United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF TH E SECRETARY 

The Honorable Bob Riley 
Governor of Alabama 

Washi ngton, DC 20240 

JUL 3 1 2008 

Montgomery, Alabama 36130-2751 

Dear Governor Riley: 

IF::~ 
~ -

TAKE PRIDE" 
I NAM ERICA 

Thank you for your letter dated May 20, 2008, to Secretary Dirk Kempthome, cosigned 
by Governors Bobby Jindal of Louisiana, Haley Barbour of Mississippi, and Rick Perry 
of Texas, concerning the Gulf Coast Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP) . 
Secretary Kempthorne asked me to respond . A similar letter will be sent to Governors 
Jindal, Barbour, and Perry. 

We arc pleased to read of your regard for the Minerals Management Service (MMS) st a IT 
and their efforts in developing this very important program. In addition, we appreciate 
your concerns with MMS's implementation of CIAP, as well as your suggestions for 
improving the program. 

In an effort to address your concerns, the MMS has schedu led regular meetings with your 
staff and those of the other Governors to discuss the four concerns in your letter. Al the 
conclusion of these meetings, we will ascertain how the Department of the Interior and 
the MMS may best proceed with our CIAP responsibilities. 

Thank you for contacting the Secretary. If you have any questions about this letter or the 
ongoing meetings please do not hesitate to call me at (202) 208-6734, or you may ca ll 
Mr. Randall B. Luthi, Director, MMS at (202) 208-3500. 

C: e 
-Assistant Secretary 
Land and Minerals Management 



United States Department of the Interior 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20240 

The Honorable Bobby Jindal 
Governor of Louisiana 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9004 

Dear Governor Jindal: 

JUL 3 1 2008 

TAKE P RIDE 
INAMER ICA 

Thank you for your letter dated May 20, 2008, to Secretary Dirk Kempthorne, cosigned 
by Governors Bob Ri ley of Alabama, Haley Barbour of Mississippi, and ~ic~ Perry of 
Texas, concerning the Gulf Coast Coastal Impact Assistance Program (ClAP). Secretary 
Kempthome asked me to respond. A similar Jetter will be sent to Governors Riley, 
Barbour, and Perry. 

We are pleased to read of your regard for the Minerals Management Service (MMS) staff 
and their efforts in developing this very important program. In addition, we appreciate 
your concerns with MMS's implementation of CIAP, as well as your suggestions for 
improving the program. 

In an effort to address your concerns, the MMS has scheduled regular meetings with your 
staff and those of the other Governors to discuss the four concerns in your Jetter. At the 
conclusion of these meetings, we will ascertain how the Department of the Interior and 
the MMS may best proceed with our CIAP responsibilities. 

Thank you for contacting the Secretary. If you have any questions about th is letter or the 
ongoing meetings please do not hesitate to call me at (202) 208-6734, or you may call 
Mr. Randall B. Luthi, Director, MMS at (202) 208-3500. 

Sin""C 

/l 



United States Department of the Interior 

OFFICE OF T HE SECRETARY 

The Honorable Haley Barbour 
Governor of Mississippi 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 

Dear Governor Barbour: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

JUL 3 1 2008 

IO::::;,~> 
-~~ -

TAKE PRIDE 
INAMERICA 

Thank you for your letter dated May 20, 2008, to Secretary Dirk Kempthorne, cosigned 
by Governors Bob Riley of Alabama, Bobby Jindal of Lousiana, and Rick Perry of 
Texas, concerning the Gulf Coast Coastal [mpact Assistance Program (CIAP). Secretary 
Kempthome asked me to respond. A similar letter will be sent to Governors Riley, 
Jindal, and Perry. 

We are pleased to read of your regard for the Minerals Management Service (MMS) staff 
and their efforts in developing this very important program. In addition, we appreciate 
your concerns with MMS's implementation ofCIAP, as well as your suggestions for 
improving the program. 

In an effort to address your concerns, the MMS has scheduled regular meetings with your 
staff and those of the other Governors to discuss the four concerns in your letter. At the 
conclusion of these meetings, we will ascertain how the Department of the Interior and 
the MMS may best proceed with our CJAP responsibilities. 

Thank you for contacting the Secretary. If you have any questions about this letter or the 
ongoing meetings please do not hesitate to call me at (202) 208-6734, or you may call 
Mr. Randal! B. Luthi, Director, MMS at (202) 208-3500 . 

. , ssistant Secretary 
Land and Minerals Management 



United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRET ARY 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

JUL 3 1 2008 

l.'E:::· ,> 
~·--- i; ·-.,~~ 

TAKE PRIDE 
I NAM ERICA 

Thank you for your Jetter dated May 20. 2008, lo Secretary Dirk Kempthorne, cosigned 
by Governors Bob Riley of Alabama, Bobby Jindal of Lousiana, and Haley Barbour of 
Mississippi, concerning the Gulf Coast Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP). 
Secretary Kempthome asked me to respond. A similar letter will be sent to Governors 
Riley, Jindal, and Barbour. 

We are pleased to read of your regard for the Minerals Management Service (MMS) staff 
and their efforts in developing this very important program. In addition , we appreciate 
your concerns with MMS's implementation of CJAP, anvell as your suggestions for 
improving the program. 

In an effort to address your concerns, the MMS has scheduled regular meet ings with your 
staff and those of the other Governors to discuss the four concerns in your letter. Al the 
conclusion of these meetings, we will ascertain how the Department of the Interior and 
the MMS may best proceed with our Cl AP responsibi Ii ties. 

Thank you for contacting the Secretary. If you have any questions about this letter or the 
ongoing meetings please do not hesitate to call me at (202) 208-6734. or you may call 
Mr. Randall 8. Luthi, Director, MMS at (202) 208-3500. 

eph 
ssistant Secretary 

Land and Minerals Management 
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OFF I c E O F THE GO v ER N OR OFFICE OF THE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

RICK PERRY 

GOVERNO R 

September 9, 2008 

The Honorable Dirk Kempthome 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Secretary Kempthome: 

I am pleased to approve the acquisition of an additional 924 acres to be managed as a part of the 
Trinity ruver National Wildlife Refuge. This will undoubtedly provide more recreational and 
hunting opportunities while further protecting migratory bird habitat. I appreciate the close 
working relationship the Migratory Bird Conservation Commission has developed and 
maintained with the State ofTexas for each of these acquisitions. 

I must, however, register my displeasure about the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service' s lack of 
coordination and lack of acknowledgement of the State of Texas' sovereignty in the creation of 
the Neches River National Wildlife Refuge. As with most of the United States, we'face myriad 
challenges in addressing current and future water needs in Texas. Arbitrary decisions made by 
federal agencies that directly affect Texas' water supply for her citizens are irresponsible and can 
be detrimental to future planning. 

As we move forward, I respectfully request the consideration of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service on any new designations. I hope the relationship the Migratory Bird Commission has 
developed and fostered with Texas will serve as an example for the U.S. Fish and.Wildlife 
Service in the future . 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

RP:tbp 

,. __ ....... - .... _ '"'·~-- -~·· -- ,,.~ . •\ ·.,. ' - . -- . 



United States Department of the In terior 
OFFICE OF TH F SFCRET:\RY 

The I lonorabh: Rick Perry 
Go\'emor 
Ollicc of the Gowrnor 
The State of Texas 
P.O. 13ox 1.24:?8 
Austin. Tcxas 787 I I 

Dear Cio\'crnor Perry: 

Washingmn. DC 20240 

OCT 1? 2008 

Thank you for your letter of September 9, 2008. to Secretary of the Interior Kcmpthnnh:. 
appro\'ing the acquisition of an additional 924 acres to be managed as part of the Trinit~ Ri,er 
l\:ational Wildlife Refuge (Refuge). The Secretary has asked that I respond directly to y1H1. 

Your appro\'a) of the acquisition of 924 acres to be added to the Refuge with funds pn)\ ided h~ 
thc Migratory Bird Commission is greatly appreciated. The Refuge was established in I lJl)-l t11 

protect a remnant of the bottomland hardwood forest ecosystem along the Trinity Rin'.r. The 
Refuge currently occupies 23.000 acres apd with additions. such as the one n:ccntl~ apprll\ cJ. 
will continue to grow and to pro\·ide additional quality hunting. fi shing. and wildlife 
rnnsernition opportunities to the residents of Texas. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlifo Service (Service) acknowledges your concerns regarding the 
establ ishment of the Neches Ri\'cr !',Jational Wildlife Refuge. We appreciate your desire 11, 

ensure coordination hetwccn the Scr\'icc and the State of Texas and look forward to \H1rl.. in~ on 
items of mutual concern. It is the intention of the Service to continue to coordinate ful l~ \\ith the 
State on such items. 

Thank you for your support. If you have any additional questions or comments please J l, Jlllt 

hesitate to conta1.:t me or Dale Hall. Director. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at :!02-208--l 717. 

s:ncr ~ 
l.~\avertv ~ 
A:~~lant Secretary tor'f.1sh 
and Wildlife and Parks 
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April 27, 2001 

l"'1 
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:t> co ;o The Honorable Gale A. Norton -~..,, ;J 
-::: -q :..:., rll Secretary of the Interior ~.-· r-:i ' , c~> ("") 

U.S. Department of the Interior rr, C) rr, u , 
r- , :...-

1849 C Street N.W. <: .. , ... . . -::, ·< .... . ---' ~ rn Washington, D.C. 20240 rn ::1: 
~ , 1 · 

w :::, 
:;:;, N 

Dear Secretary Nonon: > --1 

-~ 
I am writing to express my strong concern about a proposed rule by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) that designates over 600 miles of Texas coastline (and t,000 miles of coastline 
in other states) as critical habitat for winter forage of the migratory Piping Plover. Th.is 
regulation was initiated under the Clinton Administration and is scheduled for issuance as a final 
rule on April 301

h. 

As proposed, this rule will significantly impact the coastal economy of Texas, including real 
estate and tourism development and oil and gas exploration and production. Since many of the 
oil and gas leases along the Gulf Coast benefit the state' s Pennanent School Fund, these 
proposed designations will have a significant impact on funding for public school education in 
Texas. 

This rule was proposed without the completion of an economic study, as required by the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA). It does not take into consideration that the ESA already 
provides protection for this species. Nor does it take into account that modifications to most 
coastal areas already require state and federal pennits. Moreover, it provides for several broad 
designations that will impact areas along the Texas coastline that are not used for Piping Plover 
forage. 

Finally, while the crjtical habitat designation for the nesting area of the Great Lakes population 
of the Piping Plover must be issued by April 30111 according to a court order, I understand that this 
order does not require USFWS to make a final designation of critical habitat for wintering Piping 
Plover populatjons for another year. · 

PO<T Oma Box 12-428 At.,rn,f, Tl!lW 78711 <S12)46>-2000 (Vo:ai)l(St2H7S-316SCTDD) 
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For these reasons, I w-ge you to postpone the final implementation of this rule as it relates to 
wintering Piping Plover populations to allow for further biological and economic studies based 
on sound science. I believe that the additional time afforded under the court order should be 
used to ensure that the conservation plan that is put in place will preserve the winter forage of the 
Piping Plover, recognize the private property rights of Texans, and avoid unnecessarily inhibiting 
economic development and energy production along the Texas coastline. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

--~!!J 
Governor 

RP:tgc 

cc: Mr. Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 

** TOTAL PAGE.03 ** 



JllCK P28llY 

GOVEaNOll 

The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Madam Secretary: 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

May 23, 2001 

[ recently learned of a project in our state that I believe is worthy of your consideration and support. The 
Capitol Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America (Capitol Area Council) is planning to establish a high 
adventure camp for boys and girls and a conference center on a 4,848 acre tract bequeathed to the Council 
by Mary Lavinia Griffith Sanders. The property, known as the Griffith League Ranch, is located in 
Bastrop County, just east of Austin. In addition to being a beautiful setting for a scout camp and 
conference center, Griffith League Ranch is home to the Houston toad, an endangered species. 

I understand that the Capitol Area Council has proposed that its project be considered as a candidate for 
your landowner-incentive program. I fully support your decision to provide technical assistance, habitat 
enhancing tools and financial assistance to property owners, making them partners in the management of 
endangered species. I encourage you to give serious consideration to the Council's proposal. I reviewed 
the plan for the use of Griffith League Ranch and was impressed by the commitment to conservation, 
habitat preservation and enhancement, research regarding the species and education. The plan will . 
achieve Ms. Sanders' dream for her family's ranch, providing a wonderful setting for an outdoor learning 
experience in a manner sensitive to the presence of the Houston toad. This is a unique opportunity for our 
state and your agency. This project affords the prospect of fostering an outstanding proposal for the youth 
of vu: state ~n a ~2r.ncr.consist~nt ...-, ith the·OQatinued existence.cf the Houst~>n !oad on the property. 

I hope you will have the opportunity to meet with the representatives of the Capitol Area Council to 
discuss their proposal. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

RP:bmw 

~lt. . ····· 
~ l'ftli"l.l3H03S 3Mln33X3 

J!:1 :JO 3~1.:!.:fO 

CZ :9 Md 0£ J.VH 10 El9911 

cc: Mr. David P. Smith, Special Assistant tc:(]6}~ ofthe Interior 
Mr. R,ay Smith, Scout Executive, Capitol Area CoW1cil and Boy Scouts of America 

P osT O FF1CE Box 12428 AI.ISTIN, TEXAs 78711 (512) 46~2000 (VolCll)/(512) 475-3165 (1DD) 
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TheHonorablo_Galc A Norton 
· Secretary of the Interior . 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Madam Seeretary: 

OFFICE OF THE G-OVEllNOll 

_May 23, 2001 

I recently learned of a projt.et in our state that I believe is worthy of your consideration and support. The 
Capitol Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America {Capitol Area Council) is planning to establish a high 
adventure camp for boys and girls and a conference center on a 4,848 acre tract bequeathed to the Collllcil 
by Mary Lavinia Griffith Sanders. The property, known as the Griffith League Ranch, is located in 
Bastrop Co1U1ty, jUSt east of Austin. In addition to being a-beautiful setting for a scout camp and 

· conference: center, Griffith League Ranch is home to the Houston toad, an endangered species. 

I understand that the Capitol ~ Council has proposed that its project be considered as a candidate for 
your landowner-incentive program. I fully support your decision to provide technical assistance, habitat . 
enhancing tools and financial assistance to property owners, making them partners in the management of 
endangex:cd species. I encourage you to give serious consideration to the Council's proposal. I reviewed 
the plan for the use of Griffith League Ranch and was impressed by the com:mitment to consc:rvation, 
habitat preservation and enhancement, tesearch regarding the species and education. The plan will 
achieve Ms. Sandeis' dream for her family's ranch. providing a wonderful setting for an outdoor learning 
experience in a manner st".DSitive to the prcse.nce of the Houston toad. Thi~ is a unique opportunity for our 
state and }'Our agency. This project affords the prospect of fostering an.outstanding proposal for the youth 
of ~ur state in a.;r.;"D_:ie:;::"coumtent-v.'itll the co.;tinuec:! e"..cistence.of thcHo~n t.o&'d. on:the property~ ·.. . .: . . 

I hope you will have the opportunity to meet with the representatives of the Capitol Are.a Council to . 
discuss their proposal. 

Sincerely, 

~ - . . · .: __ :; ... .. ·. 

~- a -~re, ::· .. ·: .. ··,·,;~~ ;t.1 
· .. ~:·:::.: •. 

Governor :.- .. . : ·:;.:· . · . . . ;. ·. : .. J.v.,.~:t~,rgJrJ~:.--.:. . . : .~ :., .. _:.; ::: . 
cz,9 Wd.- ~~lVH·ltf ! -1.,,ff 

. . . . ~· . 

. ·co:·._: -~ ~D1':~dP.- Smitli,Spccia1Assi~tc{S~~i~e~tcrior . 
·.· : :.-· ~ -:·R;ay Smith, Soout E~~vc; qapitol ~ Co~_cil·-~q·Boy Scouts !Jf ~~~ .· : :· 

. ..- . ·.• . . .. :- .. .... . . . . . . ,' . . . . .... · ·.. . : ·. ·.:.. .. . •,• · .. ·.: • , 
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Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

THE SECRETARY OF' THE INTERIOR 

WASHING TON 

DEC 2 8 2001 

Thank you for your May 23 , 2001, letter supporting the use of landowner incentive program funds for the 
Capitol Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America's Griffith League Ranch in Bastrop County, Texas. I 
apologize for the delay in this response. 

The Griffith League Ranch is one of the largest, highest-quality tracts of habitat left in Bastrop County 
for the endangered Houston toad. My immediate staff and Fish and Wildlife Service staff had the 
opportunity to meet with representatives of the Capitol Area Council regarding the Griffith League 
Ranch project. We agree that the Council 's proposed plan is impressive in its commitment to 
conservation, habitat preservation and enhancement, research, and education. I am pleased to inform you 
that the Fish and Wildlife Service recently awarded the Capitol Area Council a grant of over $260,000 to 
assist in developing a habitat conservation plan for the Griffith League Ranch adventure camp. 

In addition, President Bush recently signed the Interior Appropriations for fiscal year 2002, which 
provides funding for the President's two new grant programs, the Landowner Incentives Grant Program 
and the Private Stewardship Grant Program. The Landowner Incentives program provides $40 million in 
matching grants, competitively awarded to States, Territories, and Tribes to establish or supplement their 
own landowner incentive programs. Grants are used to provide technical and financial assistance to 
private landowners for the protection and management of habitat for listed, proposed, or candidate 
species, or other at-risk-species, while landowners continue to engage in traditional land use practices. 
The Private Stewardship program provides $10 million on a nationa11y competitive basis to individuals 
and groups engaged in local, private, and voluntary conservation efforts that benefit federally listed, 
proposed, or candidate species or other at-risk-species. The Boy Scouts may be able to obtain additional 
financial assistance through one of these grant programs for additional funding for conservation actions 
on the Griffith League Ranch. The Service will be distributing information about these two new grant 
programs in the future. 

I appreciate your interest in this project and commend the Boy Scouts of America for their commitment 
to the conservation of endangered species. If you have any additional concerns about this matter, please 
contact the Service's Assistant Director for Endangered Species, Mr. Gary Frazer, at 202-208-4646. 

Sincerely, 

Gale A. Norton 
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GOVJ:Jl"IOI' 

The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the lnterior 
United States Department of lnteri01 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washin~ton. D.C. 20240 

Dear Madam Secretary: 

October 8, 2001 
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As you know. in Texas we have tried 10 forgf' new, improved rf'lationships between landowners and the 
US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS). We have made some progress but that process seems to havf' 
halted at least for the time being . 

One recent concern deals with the biological opinion issued by the USFWS regarding the Barton Springs 
Salamander. We do not believe that this opinion was subjected to competent peer review or scrutiny at 
the national level within your agency. The concerns that have bl'en raised by many comemcd landowners 
have 10 do with the scientific basis for this opinion. We would ask that your office carefully revie·.,,, this 
opinion. Landowners cou ld face possible restrictions on their USl· of land based on l!SFWS claims about 
wa,er quality issues that have not been connected to direct harm of endangered species. 

An additional concern we have is with the relationship among landowners, agri{Ulture and USFWS 
centers around Texas' extraordinarily rnccessful volunteer cowbird-trapping program to reduce cowbird 
parasitism on both endangered and declining songbird species, including the black-capped vireo. This 
program has been a national model, demonstrating how landowners. biologists and birders from very 
diverse backgrounds, can achieve appropriate, workable solutions. 

Wt "v"ere, frierefore, oisiurbco tcJ ieam 1i1at 1he maic.eup uf tiie re, i·,,:.d blz...:k-~appeci vireo reccv~ry 1t:an1 

appointed by USFWS does not reflect the true constituency and partnership of this essential effort. In 
fact , a number -of individuals who have been instrumental in this overall effort from the start have not 
been included, whereas several appointed to this recovery team by USFWS have not been involved. To 
be succt'ssful, the new recovery team nteds 10 be diverse and repre~entative of the Texas stakeholders. 

We are only writing 10 express our cone.ems and belieYe that so]mions reached in a fair, objective manner 
art' the best solutions. We appreciate your attention to this maner and look fotward to working with you 
on a solution. 

~~ 
Susan Combs 

Governor Commissioner of Agriculture 

P= Oma Box 12428 A1~"· TCXAS 78i1 l (512) 463-2000 IV01a)/ (5J 2) 475·3165 (TOO 



Honorable ruck Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 787 11 

Dear Governor Perry: 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

JAN 1 5 2002 

Thank you for your October 8, 2001 , letter regarding the draft biological opinion issued by the 
Fish and Wildlife Service to the Environmental Protection Agency to evaluate the effects of their 
general construction permit on listed species in Texas and for your comments on the 
composition of the recently assembled recovery team for the black-capped vireo. l apologize for 
the delay in responding to you. 

I appreciate your concern that the Service's draft biological opinion on the effects of the 
Environmental Protection Agency's general construction permit on the Barton Springs 
salamander reflect the best available science and information. The draft opinion has been 
reviewed by both the Service's regional and national staff and the Service continues to work 
with the EPA to address issues associated with the draft. One of the Service's most experienced 
managers, Mr. Dale Hall , is now Acting Regional Director for the Service's Southwest Region. 
Mr. Hall has been made aware of the priority to finalize the Barton Springs consultation, and has 
been asked to work with you, the EPA and others to resolve the outstanding Barton Springs 
salamander issues. 

The Service also is committed to having a diversity of views represented on its recovery teams. 
ln June 2001, a group of individuals was invited to serve on the Black-Capped Vireo Recovery 
Team. Some of these individuals were asked to serve on the Recovery Team's Technical 
Subcommittee to provide expertise on the biology and ecology of the vireo and its habitat. 
Others were invited to serve on the Team's Stakeholder Subcommittee to provide expertise on 
the socio-economic aspects of the plan and the feasibility and appropriateness of recommended 
recovery tasks. 

Since the initial meeting of the Recovery Team on August 21, 2001, the Service has expanded its 
efforts to further diversify the team's membership to ensure that the new recovery plan will be 
representative of and responsive to the views of local communities and our conservation 
partners. ln October 2001 , the membership of the team was broadened by extending invitations 
to representatives from the Texas Parks and WildJife Department, Texas Wildlife Association, 
The Nature Conservancy of Texas, Texas Audubon Society, Texas Fann Bureau, and Central 
Texas Cattleman 's Association. The Texas Farm Bureau specifically requested that Dr. Wallace 
Klussmann, Mr. Steve Bauer, Dr. Pat Reardon, and Mr. Steve Manning be invited to join the 



Honorable Rick Perry 

recovery team. Invitations to join the team were extended to those four gentlemen; all have 
accepted the invitation. This will bring the number of stakeholders on the team to 14, with a 
total of 27 team members. The next meeting, scheduled for January 16, 2002, will be the first 
opponunity for the entire team to meet and work together. Enclosed please find a list of the 
Black-Capped Vireo Recovery Team members. 

2 

1 commend your State's efforts to conserve endangered and declining songbird species and agree 
that the Texas program serves as a national model for how landowners, biologists, and birders of 
diverse backgrounds can achieve workable solutions. Without question, conservation reached 
through communication and cooperation is the best solution. If you need any further assistance 
on this matter, please contact Mr. Dale Hall, the Service's Acting Southwest Regional Director, 
at (505) 248-69 J 0. 

Sincerely, 

Gale A. Norton 

Enclosure 



BLACK-CAPPED VIREO RECOVERY TEAM 

TECHNICAL SUBCOMMITTEE: 

Name Entity/Interest Expertise 

John Cornelius Ft. Hood bird biologist/habitat expert 

Tim Hayden USCOE-CERL ornithological researcher 

Joe Grzybowski Sam Noble Oklahoma field expertise 
Museum 

Bill Annstrong TPWD, Kerr WMA ag/habitat manipulation 

Jeff Hatfield Patuxent statistician/modeling 

Christina Longacre USFWS lead for species 

Dave Diamond Missouri. Resource habitat expert 
Assessment Partnership 

Chuck Sexton BCNWR bird/habitat expert 

Doug Slack (Leader) TexasA&M bird biologist 

Frank Thompson U.S. Forest Service cowbird expert 

Stanley Temple Univ. Wisconsin modeling - participation 
uncertain 

Margaret Brittingham Penn State University cowbird expert -
participation uncertain 

STAKEHOLDER SUBCOMMITTEE: 

Name Entity/1 n1 er est Expertise 

Clay Jones Jones North Ranch ag economics 

Donald Neal Neal Ranch cattle operations 

Deidre Heisler TPWD recreation within preserves 

Todd Janssen Del Webb Sun City developer 

Mel Hinson City of Austin PARD worked on BCP 

Bebe Fenstermaker Citizen landowner with birds 



Dayjd Wolfe Environmental Defense non-profit, incentive-based 
conservation 

Paul Robenson TPWD representative for TPWD 
BCV researchers 

Pat Reardon Texas Wildlife Association representative for TWA 

Terry Austin Audubon Society representative for Texas 
chapter 

Wallace Klussmann Texas Fann Bureau representing TFB 

Stephen Bauer Texas Fann Bureau representing TFB 

Steve Manning Central TX Cattlemen's representative for CTCA 
Assoc. 

Gary Amand TNC Central Texas Program 
Manager (replacing Jeff 
Weigel at request of TNC) 

William Bunnan City of San Antonio participation uncertain 
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The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street N.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20240 

Dear Madam Secretary: 

OFFICE OF l 'HE GOVERNOR 

May 23, 2001 

I recently learned of a project in our state that I believe is worthy of your consideration and support. The 
Capitol Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America (Capitol Area Council) is planning to establish a high 
adventure camp for boys and girls and a conference center on a 4,848 acre tract bequeathed to the Council 
by Mary Lavinia Griffith Sanders. The property, known as the Griffith League Ranch, is located in 
Bastrop County, just east of Austin. In addition to being a beautiful set1ing for a scout camp and 
conference center, Griffith League Ranch is home to the Houston toad, an endangered species. 

I understand that the Capitol Area Council has proposed that its project be considered as a candidate for 
your landowner-incentive program. I fully support your decision to provide technical assistance, habitat 
enhancing tools and financial assistance to property owners, making them partners in the management of 
endangered species. I encourage you to give serious consideration to the Council's proposal. I reviewed 
the plan for the use of Griffith League Ranch and was impressed by the commitment to conservation, 
habitat preservation and enhancement, research regarding the species and education. The plan will 
achieve Ms. Sanders' dream for her family 's ranch, providing a wonderful setting for an outdoor learning 
experience in a manner sensitive to the presence of the Houston toad. This is a unique opportunity for our 
state and your agency. This project affords the prospect of fostering an outstanding proposal for the youth 
of our ~!ate in ~ ~~ .. -:er .oonsist~t vdh the· OC?ntinued existence ~f the Houst.on !oad on the property. 

I hope you will have the opportunity to meet with the representatives of the Capitol Area Council to 
discuss their proposal. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

RP:bmw 

~c!t. ····· · 
~ l'llli'l.t3li~3S 3Al1n:>3X3 

J!:1 30 3~1.HO 

CZ :9 Wd OC J.VW 10 E199CI 
cc: Mr. David P. Smith, Special Assistant t~~ofthe Interior 

Mr. R,ay Smith, Scout Executive, Capitol Area Council and Boy Scouts of America 

P~T Otra Box 12428 A L'STIN, TEXilS 78711 (512) 463-2000 (VOICl)/(512)175-3165 (1DD) 
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OFFICE OF THE GOV!llNOll 

April 27, 2001 
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I am writing to express my strong concern about a proposed rule by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) that designates over 600 miles of Texas coastline (and l,000 miles of coastline 
in other states) as critical habitat for winter forage of the migratory Piping Plover. This 
regulation was initiated under the Clinton Administration and is scheduled for issuance as a final 
rule on April 301h. . 

As proposed, this rule will significantly impact the coastal economy of Texas, including real 
estate and tourism development and oil and gas exploration and production. Since many of the 
oil and gas leases along the Gulf Coast benefit the state' s Permanent School Fund, these 
proposed designations will have a significant impact on funding for public school education in 
Texas. 

This rule was proposed without the completion of an economic study, as required by the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA). It does not take into consideration that the ESA already 
provides protection for this species. Nor does it take into account that modifications to most 
coastal areas already require state and federal pennits. Moreover. it provides for several broad 
designations that will impact areas along the Texas coastline that are not used for Piping Plover 
forage. 

Finally, while the cz:itical habitat designation for the nesting area of the Great Lakes population 
of the Piping Plover must be issued by April 30lll according to a court order, I understand that this 
order docs not require USFWS to make a final designation of critical habitat for wintering Piping 
Plover populations for another year. · 

P<7'T Oma Box 12428 Avrnl'I. TEIW 78711 (512) 463-2000 (Vo:avf(Sl 2H75-316S (lDO) 
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For these reasons, I urge you to postpone the final implementation of this rule as it relates to 
wintering Piping Plover populations to allow for further biological and economic studies based 
on sound science. I believe that the additional time afforded under the court order should be 
used to ensure that the conservation plan that is put in place will preserve the winter forage of the 
Piping Plover, recognize the private property rights of Texans, and avoid unnecessarily inhibiting 
economic development and energy production along the Texas coastline. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

RP:tgc 

cc: Mr. Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 

** TOTAL PAGE.03 ** 



IUCltnurY 

GOtDNOll 

The Honorable.Gale A. Norton 
· Seactmy of the Jnterior . 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C StrcctN.W. · 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Madam s~retary: 

0FPI.CE OF TBE G.OVE&NOlil 

. May 23, 2001 

I recently learned of a project in our state that I believe is worthy of your consideration and support. The 
Capitol Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America (Capitol Area Council) is planning to establish a high 
advMture camp for boys and girls and a conference center on a 4,848 acre tract bequeathed to the Council 
by Mary Lavinia Griffith Sanders. The propQty, known as the Griffith League Ranch. is located in 
Bastrop Cowtty, just east of Austin. In addition to being a beautiful setting for a scout camp and 

· conference center, Griffith League Ranch is home to the Houston toad. an endangered species. 

I wtdemand that the Capitol Area Council has proposed that its project be considered as a candidate for 
your landowner-incentive program. I fully support your decision to provide technical assistance, habitat . 
enhancing tools and financi~ assistance to property own~. making them partners in the management of 
endangex:cd species. I encourage you to give serious consideration to the Council's proposal. I reviewed 
the plan for the use of Griffith League Ranch and was impressed by the commitment to comervation, 
habitat preservation and enhancement, research regarding the species and education. The plan will 
achieve Ms. Sanden' dream for her family"s ranch. providing a wonderful setting for an outdc;,or lea.ming 
experience in a manntt ~itivc to the presence of the Houston toad. Thi~ is a unique opportunity for our 
state and your agency. This project affords the prospect of fostering an. outstanding proposal for the youth 
of qur state :n a.i:;:~~ ·cousist~t ~'ith the co..tinuec e:xis1etieo.of the Ho~n toa-::f ~n:th.c property: 

• • · ... • •• 1 .. . 
I hope you will have the opportunity to meet with the representatives of the Capitol Arca Coun~il to . 
cµscuss their proposal. 

Sincerely, 

<) i,,lJ,t :. . .. . " ~~ J :· :;; ::.; .. 
,•a --~~-:;:.; , ·: . • :· ',.,;;.'· -•;, . . ·. ~-··.,·:·, .. ,·. 

GovemoP!!MI'...-, :.- : ·> •.: . .. :. .. l'{.~~iJJ~~~~~;.-·_: . · · ~- :.,. · · :.: :· 
_RP:}?mw · ti:9 W{~~~~-1~: ! ·I.J,ff 

.. cc: ·-: -~ D~~d P •. Smi~ Special~~ tc!S~~~~e li)tcrior . 
. ·.· :~:. ~-:1~~y Smith, ~ut J;;?(~C; ~tol.~ Co~~~Bo_y Soouts ~f ~~~ .: : . :· 

. . : ·.· . . .: . . ·.. . •,. . . . . . . : . . .· . ·.. : · .. :. . . ... . . . . .. 
: ... . . · .. . · . 

. · .... · 
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Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

THE SE C RETARY OF THE INTER I OR 

WASHINGTON 

DEC 2 8 2001 

Thank you for your May 23, 200 l , letter supporting the use of landowner incentive program funds for the 
Capitol Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America's Griffith League Ranch in Bastrop County, Texas. I 
apologize for the delay in this response. 

The Griffith League Ranch is one of the largest, highest-quality tracts of habitat left in Bastrop County 
for the endangered Houston toad. My immediate staff and Fish and Wildlife Service staff had the 
opportunity to meet with representatives of the Capitol Area Council regarding the Griffith League 
Ranch project. We agree that the Council's proposed plan is impressive in its commitment to 
conservation, habitat preservation and enhancement, research, and education. I am pleased to inform you 
that the Fish and Wildlife Service recently awarded the Capitol Area Council a grant of over $260,000 to 
assist in developing a habitat conservation plan for the Griffith League Ranch adventure camp. 

In addition, President Bush recently signed the Interior Appropriations for fiscal year 2002, which 
provides funding for the President's two new grant programs, the Landowner Incentives Grant Program 
and the Private Stewardship Grant Program. The Landowner Incentives program provides $40 million in 
matching grants, competitively awarded to States, Territories, and Tribes to establish or supplement their 
own landowner incentive programs. Grants are used to provide technical and financial assistance to 
private landowners for the protection and management of habitat for listed, proposed, or candidate 
species, or other at-risk-species, while landowners continue to engage in traditional land use practices. 
The Private Stewardship program provides $10 million on a nationally competitive basis to individuals 
and groups engaged in local, private, and voluntary conservation efforts that benefit federally listed, 
proposed, or candidate species or other at-risk-species. The Boy Scouts may be able to obtain additional 
financial assistance through one of these grant programs for additional funding for conservation actions 
on the Griffith League Ranch. The Service will be distributing information about these two new grant 
programs in the future. 

I appreciate your interest in this project and commend the Boy Scouts of America for their commitment 
to the conservation of endangered species. If you have any additional concerns about this matter, please 
contact the Service's Assistant Director for Endangered Species, Mr. Gary Frazer, at 202-208-4646. 

Sincerely, 

Gale A. Norton 
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0FHCE OF THE GOVERNOR 

April 27, 2001 

The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Secretary Norton: 
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I am writing to express my strong concern about a proposed rule by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) that designates over 600 miles of Texas coastline (and 1,000 miles of coastline 
in other states) as critical habitat for winter forage of the migratory Piping Plover. This 
regulation was initiated under the Clinton Administration and is scheduled for issuance as a final 
rule on April 30111

• 

As. proposed, this rule will significantly impact the coastal economy of Texas, including real 
estate and tourism development and oil and gas exploration and production. Since many of the 
oil and gas leases along the Gulf Coast benefit the state' s Pennanent School Fund, these 
proposed designations will have a significant impact on funding for public school education in 
Te:xas. 

This rule was proposed without the completion of an economic study, as required by the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA). It does not take into consideration that the ESA already 
provides protection for this species. Nor does it take into account that modifications to most 
coastal areas already require state and federal permits. Moreover, it provides for several broad 
designations that will impact areas along the Texas coastline that are not used for Piping Plover 
forage. 

Finally, while the critical habitat designation for the nesting area of the Great Lakes population 
of the Piping Plover must be issued by April 30111 according to a court order, I understand that this 
order does not require USFWS to make a fmal designation of critical habitat for wintering Piping 
Plover populations for another year. · 

p.,._.., Oma Bel: 12428 Atarn,,1, T!XAS 78711 (512)463-2000 (VQ:Q)l(S12)475-! 16S (TDD) 
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512 463 0039 TO 92022191220 P. 03/03 

For these reasons, I urge you to postpone the final implementation of this rule as it relates to 
wintering Piping Plover populations to allow for further biological and economic studies based 
on sound science. I believe that the additional time afforded under the court order should be 
used to ensure that the conservation plan that is put in place will preserve the winter forage of the 
Piping Plover, recognize the private property rights of Texans, and avoid unnecessarily inhibiting 
economic development and energy production along the Texas coastline. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

RP:tgc 

cc: Mr. Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 

** TOTAL PAGE . 03 ** 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The Honorable James Richard Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin. Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

OCT 2 6 2011 

The restoration of the Gulf Coast is a very high priority for the Depanment of the Interior and we 
support the good work that Texas is doing to restore its coastal resources and communities. The 
Department has land management responsibility for 4.2 milJion acres throughout the Gulf, and 
responsibility for safe offshore oil and gas leasing and production. We values the pannership with 
Texas and we remain committed to significant and sustained action at the Federal level to support 
the State· s communities and citizens. 

In particular, l want to note our valued collaboration on the Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration 
Task Force and the Natural Resource Damage Assessment Trustee Council. including our shared 
responsibility to accelerate recovery from the Deepwater Horizon spill with the $1 billion in early 
restoration funding that we secured together from BP. 

Another important source of funding for coastal restoration is the Coastal Impact Assistance 
Program (CIAP). In response to concerns raised by Gulf Coast States, I have implemented major 
management changes to streamline and improve the delivery of CJAP funds to Texas and the other 
Gulf States. On October 1. 2011. the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program of the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS) assumed administrative responsibility for distribution of CIAP 
funding to the States. The FWS has considerable grant making expertise. with over 
$ I bi Ilion distributed annually to states and tribes through a variety of Federal grant programs. The 
FWS will work directly with your ClAP Coordinator"s oiTtce to support grant requests from Texas. 
These actions will significantly streamline the process and bring valuable restoration and grant 
making expertise to the program. 

Presently Texas has a balance of approximately $129.6 million in CIAP funding available to it that 
may be distributed upon approval of a grant request from your CJAP Coordinator·s office. I ask 
that you direct your CIAP Coordinator to submit a grant request for Tcxa5· funds. The Fws·s 
Assistant Director for Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program. Mr. Hannibal Bolton. will 
work with your CIAP staff to provide these funds to Texas so that we can together facilitate Gulf 
Coast restoration. I look forward to continuing to work with you and the State of Texas on this 
critical issue. 

~ercs~ 
Ken Salazar 

cc: Honorable Lisa Jackson 



June 27, 2011 

The Honorable Ken Salazar 

Secretary 

United States Department of Interior 

Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Secretary Salazar: 

On behalf of all the Governors who are participating in the newly formed Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) 

Governors' Coalition, we are writing to update you on the st at us of this recently formed Coalition, its 

mission and goals, and to let you know we look forward t o working closely with you on offshore energy 

matters. 

The Mission of the OCS Governors' Coalition is to improve dialogue and understanding about the Outer 

Contmental Shelf. 

Worki11f with those coastal states interested in understanding more about the promise and potential of 

re!.pons1ble production offshore, the coalit ion will work toward : 

• Improved communication between federal and state officials on Outer Continental Shelf Energy 
issues. 

• Improved understanding of the potential resources and opportunities adjacent to the various 
coastal stat es. 

• Improved understanding of the impact those resources could have on local, state and federal 
revenues. 

• Improved management and stewardship of coastal resources related to coastal and ocean 
activit ies. 

As the elected representatives of the states that are interested in learning more about the resources 
adjacent to our respective coasts and the opportunities they br ing to our states and the nation, we 
certainly look forward to actively engaging with federal officials on a regular basis. 



Th€ members of the coalition will hold an official meet ing in the coming months and look forward to 
having you participate. 

We look forward to working with you to share information and develop a commonsense plan for U.S. 
energy. 

Sincerely, 

Bobby Jindal 
Governor 

Louisiana 

Bob McDonnell 

Governor 
Virginia 

Cc: Michael R. Bromwich 

Director 

Rick Perry 

Governor 
Texas 

Sean Parnell 
Governor 
Alaska 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement 

United States Department of the Interior 

Washington, DC 20240 
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Haley Barbour 

Governor 
Mississippi 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The Honorable James Richard Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

OCT 2 6 2011 

The restoration of the Gulf Coast is a very high priority for the Department of the Interior and we 
support the good work that Texas is doing to restore its coastal resources and communities. The 
Department has land management responsibility for 4.2 million acres throughout the Gulf, and 
responsibility for safe offshore oil and gas leasing and production. We values the partnership with 
Texas and we remain committed to significant and sustained action at the Federal level to support 
the State·s communities and citizens. 

In particular. I want to note our valued collaboration on the Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration 
1 ask Force and the Natural Resource Damage Assessment Trustee Council. including our shared 
responsibility to accelerate recovery from the Deepwater Horizon spill with the $1 billion in early 
restoration funding that we secured together from BP. 

Another important source uf funding for coastal restoration is the Coastal Impact Assistance 
Program (CIAP). In response to concerns raised by Gulf Coast States. I have implemented major 
management changes to streamline and improve the delivery of CIAP funds to Texas and the other 
Gulf States. On October I. 2011. the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program of the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS) a<;sumed administmtive responsibility for distribution of CIAP 
funding to the States. The FWS has considerable grant making expertise. with over 
$ J bi llion distributed annually to states and tribes through a variety of Federal grant programs. The 
FWS will work directly with your CIAP Coordinator·s office to support grant requests from Texas. 
These actions will significantly strean1line the process and bring valuable restoration and grant 
making expertise to the program. 

Presently fcxas has a balance of approximately $129.6 million in CIAP funding available to it that 
ma~ be distributed upon appro\'al of a grant request from your CIAP Coordinator" s office. I ask 
that you direct your CIAP Coordinator to submit a grant request for Texas· funds. The Fws·s 
Assistant Director for Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program. Mr. Hannibal Bolton. will 
\.\Ork with your CIAP staff to provide these funds to Texas so that we can together facilitate Gulf 
Coast restoration. I look forward to continuing to work with you and the State of Texas on this 
critical issue. 

~·,·s~ 
Ken Sala:tar 

cc: Honorable Lisa Jacl..~un 



The Honorable Rjck Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

MAR 3 t 2010 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the Preliminary Revised Outer Continental Shelf 
(OCS) Oil and Gas Leasing Program 1(PRP) for 2007-2012. The PRP constitutes my 
reconsideration of the OCS program for 2007-2012 as required by the U.S. Court of AppeaJs 
for the District of Columbia Circuit. This document has been published for a 30-day 
comment period. 

The OCS program for 2007-2012 toolk effect on July l, 2007, and was immediately 
chaJlenged in court. 1n April 2009, the Court vacated and remanded the Department of the 
Interior's 2007-2012 program. The Court found that the environmentaJ sensitivity analysis 
required by Section 18 of the OCS Lands Act was inadequate and instructed me to expand the 
environmental sensitivity analysis and reconsider the original decision, rebalancing the 
program under Section I 8(a)(3). On July 28. 2009. the Court stayed its mandate and clarified 
at the Department's request that the relief granted applied only to three areas of the Alaska 
OCS Beaufort, Chukchi, and Bering Seas. 

My decision reflects the crucial role that OCS oil and gas production plays in reducing the 
Nation's dependence on foreign imports and is guided by the fundamental principle that all oil 
and gas exploration on Federal lands must be conducted at the right place. at the right time, 
<1nd in an cnvironmentaJJy sound way. 

The PRP decision includes 16 sales in six areas and recognizes the Gulf of Mexico as the 
primary region that provides energy resources to meet the Nation's oil and natural gas needs. 
Therefore. the PRP includes the 11 annual. areawide sales in the Central and Western Gulf of 
Mexico. including Western Gulf Sales 204= 207, and 210 that have already occurred plus 
Sales 215 and 218. scheduled for 2010 and 2011 respectively. These areas alone cannot be 
expected to meet the Natjon · s energy demands. Therefore. one sale is included in the PRP for 
the Mid-Atlantic offshore Virginia; two special interest sales are included for Cook Inlet. 
Alaskn (inc luding one that will not be held due to lack of industry interest); and one saJe that 
was held in 2008 in the Chukchi Sea, Alaska, is included in the PRP. Eastern Gulf Sale 224 
was mandated by the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act of2006 and, therefore. is not 
subjed I() Section 18 analysis and rebalancing. It is included as an historical record ofleasing 
activity in the time period. 



Fnlll)wing the end of this 30-day comment period. I will consider any comments received 
from UtL State of Texas and others in arriving at my final decision. l then wi]) approve a final 
rev1scd leasing program for 2007-2012 and submit it to the Coun. 

Thank you for your attention to this maner. 

Sincerely. 

Ken Salazar 

Enclo~ure 



The ~onorable Pat McCrory, Governor of North carolina (Chair) 
The Honorable Sean Parnell, Governor or Alaska 
The Hnnorable Bobby Jindal, Governor or Louisiana 

The Honorable Rick Perry, Gov~nbr of'fei!a~l ·, 
The Honorable Phil Bryant, Go~mor MMlssMip i 
The Honorable Terry McAuliffe, Governor of Virginia 
The Honorable Robert Bentley, Governor of Alabama 
The Honorable Nikki Haley, Governor of South Carolina 

July 1 I, 2014-
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RE: Request for Information on 2017-2022 Outer Continental Shelf Oil & Gas Leasing 
Program 

L )C'~ r Secretary J cweU: 

I l1r C 'l utcr Continental Shelf (OC ') Governors CoaJinon is pleased to subrrut our views on areas to 

be ·, msidered for inclusion in the Deparuncnr of the I merior's 2017 -2022 Outer Continental Shelf 

Otl & Gas Lea:,; ing Program. \YJc appreciate the recent efforts that you and your colleagues have 

w1elertaken to engage coastal governors in offshore leasing and regulatory decisions. 

The OCS Governors Coalition was created by governors from coastal srntes in t\lay 2011 lO 

jY 1r,1ore a constructive dialogue on OC ~ energy-re:-ource planning and de,eloprnent between 

, , , ,ral state governors an<l federal policy makers. The bipartisan group of eight governors support~ 

p,>ltncs that encourage a responsible expansion of offshore oil, natural gas and rcnewabk energy to 

the benefit ot the nation, our states and our cirizens .. \s we conveyed to you dunng our mee1:ing in 

hliruary, om principal role in the OCS as state executives is ro explore.- the opportunities :-ind 

rhallcngcs of offshore energy development and coastal management in order 10 balance 

''I prupriarel) c:conomic prospects wirh em·ironmentaJ safety, as well as rhe health and safety of our 

citizens. 

The Bureau of Ocean Energy l\lanagernc111's (BOE.\[) multi-step process ta fonnulatc the five vcar 

leasmg progr:im provides p olicy makeri; and rhe public the ability to review and rt.'VlSC the nauon 's 

,tlshure energy policy in light of new economic developments, emnonmental circums1;1nccs anJ 

rnt·rg_~ demand. At this stage in the process, che OCS GO\·crnors Coalrnon urges tbc BOI·.M to 

incluc.lc all unlc:isc<l areas of the U.S. Outer Continental Shelf in its Draft Proposed Program. 'll1cse 

include unlcased area~ in the 1\tlancic. Western, Ccncral and Eastern Gulf of l\lexico and off 1he

coast of" \Jaska. rorthcoming env1ronmen1al analyses and ongomg con"crsatmns with the U.S. 

Departmen t of Defense, oil anc~ gas_ OP,1~r~t':)1·st ft;ne:~ble energy pmJucers, various marine 
1ndu"-tnes and ot her stakcbolee~·:W1tLp,f~~i!\S the areas that are ultim:ucly included in the Final 

~'1J. :1 J - ..,_ 

-Program an<l uffered for lease . .J 8 Q \ 9 ti 9 
61 :2\ i·ld 9- ~rw ~IOZ 

l13/\i .:183b 
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The OCS Governors Coalition bLlicves it is prndent to include all leasing options in the Draft 

Proposed Program. understanding chat circumstances affecting leasing decisions could change 

during the course of the program's de,,·cloprnent and implemencarion. Access to offshore energy 

resources will allow coastal stares and communities to .realize great economic opporrunities. The 

successful dcYelopmcnt of the Gulf of Mexico and the initial exploration of Alaska's OC::, 
dt'.'tnonslrate how responsible offshore· oil and gas deYelopmcnt can generate many good paying 

I' hs, spur acuv1ty in a hosr of assoaated 111dus1nes and generate billions of dollars in ta..x revenue. 

The OCS Gm·ernors Coalition encourages the Obama :-\dminist.ration to support Jegjsl:ition that 

would expand revenue sharing tO all participating coastal states and mo<lify 1 he existing revenue-

s haring structure for the Gulf Scates to ensure a more equitable systtm. Shanng of rcYenues wi1 h 

coastal scatcs can help address the cxtemalitics that sra tes an<l coast:11 countie~ asswne with offshore" 

otl, natural gas .ln<l wind de\·elopmcnt. The currc:nr system uf limited reYenue sharing uulized in die 

t ,ulf of Mexico pro,;des state governments some o f the resources to expand coastal management 

and conserrntion, build new roads. docks, ports and other necessary infrastructure and expam.l other 

public services. We strongly believe thflt equitable revenue sharing allows states to properly addrcs!'; 

the coastal impacts of offshore p ro<luct1on. 

In ad <lition ro conveying our opinions on areas to be considered for lt-asing_, rhe OCS Gnvt·mon; 
1 11alinon i:; also prunding brief rt!sponses to some of the agency's questions outlined in the Rn1uest 

tor Information. 

tf'/Jat do you think is the proper role of OCS oil and gas leasing as part of:, comprehensive 
11ational e11ergy policy? 

~:tfe exploration and producllon of offshore resources must be part of a long term. ''all of-the-
·' ,,e·· energy plan chat pcmuts access to o nshore and offshore hydrocarbons. grow:. opportunities 

f, ,r :iltcrnativc ,md rcne,vablc energy sources and expands efforts to use energy more efficiently. 

t :~ energy development will proVJde n safe, stable an<l domestic supply of oil and narur.11 gas. 

The 130F.M csrimatcs that the L -. OCS holds approximate!} 90 biU1011 barrels of oil and more 1h:m 

100 rriUiun cubic fcl't of natural gas which are technically recoverable. Recent incrca:-es in onshore 

uil and nnrur:tl gas ex1raction coupled with greater efforts ro conserve energy and uriltzc renewahk 

lnergy sources havt· helped reduce o ur dependency o n OYersca:- energy resources. However. tht• 

I r 111tcd States still relies on imported oil to meet demand and will continue ro do :;o in rhe absence 

ot new resource den:fopment. The U.S. Energy hiformation ,\dmiuistration estimated m 11s 2014 
1\nnual Energy Outlook that LS. crude oil producrion will meet only 50 percent of demand in 2030 

and 15 perccnr of demand in 20-t-O. Grearer access to offshore traditional and rencw.lble energy 

resources will increase domestic supplies, advancing our natwn's economic :i.nd e-ner~y :;ccuri1y 

mtert!sts. 
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Should areas not included in the 2W2-2017 Five Year Program be jnduded in the new Five 
Year Program? If so, what areas sb,ould be included and what should be the proposed 
timefrarne for lease sales in these a.reas? 

Yes, the OCS Governors Coalition urges BOEM to include all unleascd areas for inclusion in the 

2017-2022 Drah Prop osed Program, including the three Atlantic planning areas, the Beaufort and 
Chukchi Sea pl.mning areas and the Eastern Gulf of Me."ico. 

The Coalition wrote to Pre~ident Obama in 1\ ugu:,;t 2012 regarding our disappointment that the 

Dcpartmellt o f the Interior excluded these areas from irs Proposed Final OCS Oil 1U1d Natural Gas 

Leasmg Program for 2012-2017. The five-ye~u plan is the only mcdianism through which the federnl 

government c::tn offer OCS Jease sales. Therefore, all optio ns should be considered during initial 
evaluations. 

If ne,rareas are leased for exploration :wd potential development, what short-term and 
Io,ig-ten11 impacts can be foreseen for the economies of local commum·ties? 

The OCS Governors Coalitjon has provided an excellent forum for J\tlan tic Coast governors co 
engage in meaningful diaJoguc wilh governors from the Gulf Coast and Alaska regarding the 

economic impac1 of offshore development. Sharing these experiences informs us on ways in which 

we can pwmote bc:,;t practices and maximize o pportunities for our coastal residen ts. 

Offshun.: energy development in the GuJf of .l\lcxico supports m ore than 240,000 jobs and 

contributes $26 billiun annually to gross domestic productio n. Last year, the federal government 

collected more tban S8.7 billion in rev~·nue from offshore royalties, rents and bonuses in the Gulf of 

Mexico. New access will allow other slates and coastal commun.itia; to benefit from new industry 

:ind supplier jobs -and spur economic a,::timry_ For Alaska, new Jcasing :rnd continued access to 

c::x1sting leases could gen~rale more than 54,00() jobs uation:tlly, 35,000 o f whicb would be located in 

1\laska. 
1 

Studies have similarly found ti 1a1 access to :\thntic OCS development could generate 
215,000 jobs in the Atlantic Coast region .:: 

E:-.-panded revenue sharing will augmen,t these economic benefits. Resources to improvt.:: coastal 

infrastructure and management will add to rhe overall economic wellbeing of coastal oommumt ies 
adjacent to off.shore development. 

I Northern economics and the lnstitmc of~oual and Economic Research, University of :\laska Anchornge, "Potenaal 
National Level Bene firs of .. \Jaska OCS Dcvt:IC>pmcnt." FcbrnarJ 2ll l 1. 
Imp: I /www .noqhcrncrnnomics.com I pdfa/!-.hell<, >CS I "larjtinal%201 ·: ffectsn,,,20Rcpon" 220fl '\;_ \L.pdf (accessed July 
22, 2014). 
2 (.Jurn Offshurc Resources, Inc., "The Economic 13rncfits of Increasing U.S . . \ ccess to Offshore Oil ancl Natu.ml Gas 
Rc~outces in 1ht: \tlantic:· December 2013. hnp:/ , www.noia.org/w~Hon1ent/up]o;lds/ 201,3/l2/ The-Ewnomic 
Bent fits of Jnc.:n.-:ising US-.-\ccess-to-C )ffshore-Oil-an<l ~:Hu,~ .... pd f (accessed July 21, 2014). 
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We appreciate the efforts of the BO.EM to engage coastal governors in this important process, and 
we look fonvit rd w continuing rhis dialogue throughout the development of !.he leasing program. 

Please llircct any guesrions to Don van der Vaart, Energy Policy 1\dvisor with the North Carolina 

Department of Environment and Natuu-al Resources at Donald.vanden,aart@ncdenr.gov or via 
telephone at 919-707 -8475. Dr. nn d~:r V~art serves as the principal point of contact for Governor 
McCrory, Chair of the OCS Governori; Coalition. 

Sincerely, 

Governor Pat McCrory 
State of North Carolina 
C:hair. OCS Governors Coalition 

Covemor Robert 8t't1tky 
State of Alabama 

Governor Rick Perry 
State ofTe:s:as 

Governor Phil Bryant 
Srate ofMis~issippi 

Governor Sean Parnell 
Stare of Alaska 

Governor Terry McAubffe 
Commonwealth of Virginia 

Governor Bobby Jindal 
State of Louisiana 

CC: Walter 0. Cnuckshank, ;\ccing Di.rector, Bureau of Ocean Energy l\fanagcrnent 

Kelly f lammerk Five-Year Program Manager, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 



March 4, 2014 

r ri 
The Honorable Barack Obama ...., 

«:::) 

President of the United States .r-
:-:.1 :JC :::0 The White House -; -~:-; J> 

1600 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
:::0 i"Tl 

-. - ~.-) ("') 
'/)l ··, Washington, DC 20500 ..:- rn ,- ,::-_:, .... , 

::::i,, < 
Dear Mr. President: 

.-=:--1 :Jt fTl 
== ... rq -.. 

Last June, you conditioned approval of the Keystone XL pipeline on a finding that t~ projffi 
would be in our nation's interest. which would be served only if the project '"does not; 
significantly exacerbate the problem of carbon pollution.'' In a long-anticipated report released 
January 31, the State Department determined that approval of the pipeline is unlikely to result in 
a substantial increase in greenhouse gas emissions. Such a finding should now clear the way for 
final endorsement of the pipeline. 

We understand that the State Department plans to undertake a 90-day process to gather input 
from other federal agencies and departments, and from the public toward a ''national interest" 
detennination. While this process appears reasonable on its face, we are troubled by comments 
from senior officials within your Administration. The National Journal, for example, reports 
that Assistant Secretary of State Kerri-Ann Jones plans to introduce tangential issues that will 
infom1 the "national interest" determination, such as the impact of project approval on 
international climate policy. We seriously doubt that approval or rejection of the project would 
impact - even marginally - the climate policies of China, India, and Russia. 

......, ·--

We maintain that approval of the pipeline, a critical energy infrastructure project, is clearly in the 
"national interest" with quantifiable benefits for not only our constituents, but for the entire 
American people. The State Department's report concluded that the pipeline, during 
construction, would support over 42,000 jobs - a substantial, meaningful number to the vast 
majority of Americans. We concur with the well-argued points made by many of the nation's 
major labor unions, including the Building and Construction Trades Department of the AFL-CIO 
and the International Brotherhood of Teamsters. which highlight the job benefits of Keystone 
XL. 



Moreover, the pipeline would improve our energy security by diversifying the nation's energy 
infrastructure, which would help ensure access to reliable and affordable fuels for our cars and 
Lrucks. Although the United States has made impressive progress in displacing foreign 
petroleum in recent years, it remains in the national interest to promote, as a percentage o_ltotai 
oil imports, shipments from our friends and allies, such as Canada. We take note of a recent 
Bloomberg poll, which found that 56 percent of respondents view the Keystone XL pipeline "as 
a chance to reduce dependence on oil imports from less reliable trading partners.'' We agree 
with that assessment. 

We ask that you set a prudent, rational deadline for a decision on whether the Keystone project is 
in the ·'national interest" - one based on the condition you set in June. 

We look forward to working with your Administration to ensure that this pipeline, which will 
undoubtedly promote U.S. economic and energy security interests, is built without any further 
delay. 

Sincerely. 

Governor Dave Heineman 
Nebraska 

Governor Jack Dalrymple 
North Dakota 

Governor Mary Fallin 
Oklahoma 

I' 
f,V~~~ t~~

7 

Governor Dennis Daugaard 
South Dakota 

~~ 
Governor Rick Perry 
Texas 



3/14/2014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mlil - Fwa: FW. ~tcne letlar 

Fwd: FW: Keystone letter 

Carrillo, Francisco <francisco_carrillo@ios.doi.goV> Thu, Mar 13, 2014 at 4:21 PM 
To: Robert Howarth <robert_howarth@los.doi.goV>. Elizabeth Klein <elizabeth_kleln@ios.do1 .goV>, Cynthia Moses
Nedd <cnedd@blm.goV> 

FYI - letter from the Gowmors regarding Keystone )(1.. , 

--Forwarded message --
From: Blair, John <john_blair@ios.doi.goV> 
Date: Wed, Mar 5, 2014 at 5:1 0 AM 
Subject: F\Nd: FW: Keystone letter 
To: Terri Johnson <terrij ohnson@ios .doi.goV>, Francisco Carrillo <Francisco_Carrillo@ios .doi.goV> 

Can one of you please forward this on to anyone in DOI who needs to see it? 

Thanks! jb 

From: Saenz, Adrian 
Date: Tue, Mar 4. 2014 at 7:23 PM 
Subject: FW: Keystone letter 
To: "Kwal, James 
"Maley. Keith" 
<rupp. mark@epa. goV> 
Cc: "Agnew, Da>Ad P." 

"Boots, Michael J. 
John Blalr <john_blair@ios.doi.goV>, "rupp.mark@epa.gov" 

"Patel, Rohan" 

Folks, please see the attached letter from Govs Heineman, Daugaard, Dalrymple, Perry and Fallin asking the 
President to set Ma prudent, rational deadline" for a decision on the Keystone pipeline's constnJCtion. POlUS 
touched on this at NGA Govs meeting last week. 

- Adrian 

-Original Message-
From: Dan Wilmot [mailto:dan.wilmot@gowmor.state.tx.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 04, 2014 10:12 AM 
To: Amo, Gabe 
Subject: Keystone letter 

Gabe, 

Please find attached a letter to President Obama regarding the Keystone Pipeline. 

dan 

https:/lrr91.goog le.com'!Tllil!u'O'?\Ji;2&ik-7498031ce2&~~cl'Finbcll&tF 144bd1bc«X38831b&sim=144bd1bc03883lb 1/2 



3114/2014 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: FW. l<e)Slcne letter 

John Blair 
Director, Office oflntergovernmental & External Affairs 
Office of the Secretary, U.S. Department of the Interior 
W: 202-208-1923 IC: 202-412-3486 I john_blair@ios.doi.gov 

~ Keystone Governors Letter.pdf 
314K 

htlps:1/rrail .google.com'mail/uftV?ui=2.&iki=749e031ce2&1Aew=pt&search=inbax&th=144bd1bcl03883fb&sim=144bd1bcl03883lb 212 
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February 6, 2014 

Mr Dan M. Ashe 
D> e~tor 
U.S. Eish arid \1.'-1ldllfe Service (FWS) 
U.S D~pflitment of the Interior 
J 849 C Street, NW . 
Wasnington. D.C. 20240-1000 

Dear Mr. Ashe: 

Thank you for reopening-the comment period on listing tJie L~sser'P.rairie Chicken (LEPC) as a 
threatened specie~ with a special rule 'llnder Section.4(d) o(the Endangered Species Act (ESA). 
This will give an opportunity for more people, including Te;xans, to voict their concerns. 

The Statc ·ofTe~as is adarr1iintly opposed to the FW-S pr.oposed listi'ng of LBPC, and believes the 
listing ·of LEPC urfdcr ES~:is not warranted ·considering the best scientific information available 
antl the extensive ronservatfQn .meas~res dev.eloped .to date. We also ·believe ·that v.oluntary 
conserv,atien-'pl~ing .isJhe most cff.c:.ctive·.app'roach· to ,preserving LEPC -populations and 
eliminates the need for i~t~g the s~edes as 11:fre~t.ehed: 

The State of Texas has ~_)ready made great ptogi,ess ~ugh various conservation planning 
efforts by :working with oil ·and gas cc,mpan·ies and priyate:Janclowners. Just recently, five 
leading oil !fild·gas comP.anies have ci::,me forward in support of the Western Association of Fish 
and Wildlife Agencies (WAFWA) Reinge-Wide.Plan (RWP). These companies have commi_tted 
to ehrolling nearly 1.5 million acres ofland to .RWP. 

On a paralleJ track, the Stakeholder:Cbnservation ~trategy (SCS) has the support of five oil and 
natural gas.compani~ with property i~tercsts .in approximately 20 percent of LEPC habitat. SCS 
al~o enjoy~ the backing· of a significant portion-of private land., farming and ranching interests. 
SCS effectively -addresses .split estate situations, a critically important,!issue in Texas. Allowing 
for the conservation proposed in SCS to complement 'RWJ>,furthe.rs the underlying goal Clf 
conservation and protection of LEPC. Additionally, a Candidate Conservation Agreement with 
Assurances component is part of SCS, which·providcs additional protection of LEPC in the event 
it is not listed by FWS. 

P()l;f 0mcz Bax 12428 AOGrn<,1 ThxAs 78711 (51l)463·2000 (VOICl!)/Dw. 7·1-1 ro11 IIAIJIY SJ!JMC1!$ 

Vrarr ........ ~Nt.na. COM TMe OmCAt Wzs Smi or 'Tla 5'r.o.n OP 1'txA& 
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Both of these plans represent scicntificl\lly robust programs that place conservation 0 1, the 
~round ,n an accelerated and meaningful way to protect the bird and eliminate the need fo r 
listing 

Should LEPC be listed as threatened, business continuity for oil and gas companies, ranchers, 
farmers and landowners coexisting with LEPC populations will be jeopardjzed. This i5 because 
th~ t:urrently proposed 4(d) special rul,e docs not provide sufficient flexibility to industry, 
ap,culrural stakebolde~ o~ landowners. Instead, it proposes limiting "take" exemptions lo a 
SJ glc proposed ~odel, the W AFW A JR WP. 

Whik the State of Te.xas endorses RWP, it also suppo"rts additional inn~vative, privately 
Je\. "Ped conservation pians like SCS. The State of Texas recognizes that onJy a broad-based 
approach to cons~rvation that employs .all methods and pro.cedures will bring LEPC to the point 
at which protection under ESA i~ not '!required. 

Given the large-geographic range of LEPC habitat and the diversity and variety of agricul ture. 
corim .. "'Cial and industrial dcvelopme.nl within the range; the State of Texas rcquests~tbal FWS 
cnr;o1na~c and acknowledge in any 4( d) special rule all conservation p]ans aimed at ccmserving 
th !!pecies, should the species be Ustc:d by FWS. This action will ensure·regulatory certainty 
tha . 1s ~rucial'for these land~based businesses to remain op.erational. · 

ic • :'crry · 
Governor 

PAGE 03 
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TewaJ Governor's Off!~ 

1100 ,11r Jacinto 
~u ,, r 78701 

~12-463-.lBOO I Sll.2-463-1849 f I 

x 
TO: Secretc1rv Sallv Jewell 

JAX.: 20l-l0-2100 

IIHONE; 202-208-3100 

Comments for le55er Prairie Chicken 

O Urgent D For Re\'lew a Plm1se Comment 

Comments: 

Dea~ Madam Secreta(V, 

OFFICE OF GOVERNOR 

FROM: Governor Rick Perry 

PAGES: 2 

OATE! 2(1/2014 

CC: 

D Please Reply O Please Recycle 

Thl' following tu is a lerter from Governor Rick Perry to Director Dan Ashe of t he U.S. Fish and Wildlife SeNice 
rega rd ing the proposed ltstlng for the Lesser Prairie Chicken. Please contact Governor Perry's Office if yov have any 
quc:st.lons regarding the letter. 

PAGE 01 



RJ< :K l'FRRY 

G(>v1'.l!NUR 

l\hiy~ l .201 3 

Ms Sally Jewell 
Sl't rl'tary 
l I S lkpartmcnt of the lnterior 
J8q9 C Street. N.W. 
Washing1un. D.C. 20240 

3342 
0FFJ[CE OF THE GOVERNO R 

Rl.. Sl.1tc of Texas Final CoastaJ lmpa1ct Assistance Program (CIAP) Plan 

Dear Secretary Jewell: 

RECEIVED 
2Dl3HAY 28 PH~: 18 

- . 

! ht.:rcby submit the Texas CIAP Plan to you and the U.S. fish and Wildlife Service for approval 

I I v11\1 hm·e any questions during the n::view process, please contact Commissioner Jerry 
I .1 1 .on by writing lo the Texas General Land Office (GLO), P.O. Box 12873, Austin, Texas 
!8 /1 t 2873, by phone at (512) 463-5001. or by e-mail at Jerrv.Pat1erson<@glo.stat~.tx.us. You 

t· .. u1 ..ilso reach Ms. Helen Young, Depiuty Commissioner. GLO, Coastal Resources Program. at 

rh •tnt' address above. by phone at (512) 463-5338 or by e-mail at 
l lili11 Younl:!(a;,glo.state.tx.us. 

If I can be of further assistan<.:e to you. please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Rick Perr) 
Gon·rnor 

RP:mhp 

I· nc Jo,;ure 

tr: Ms. I lelell Young. Depur~ Corn missioner. GLO 

POST Orncr Box 12428 AtlSTIJ", TEXA:, 78711 (Sl2),i63·2000 (Vo1CE)/ Dm 7-1 I FOR R£u.y 5ER,~C.'ES 
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ST A TE OF TEXAS 
COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PLAN 

TEXAS COASTAL lMPACT ASSISTANCE PLAN 
-t•h AMENDMENT 



STATE OF TEXAS 
COASTAL IMPACT ASSJSTANCE PLAN 

INTRODUCTION 

Th Hurenu of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE) approved 
tht I, ~as Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP) Plan in January 2009. The Virsl 
I\ u1-l111l:nt to that Plan was approved on May 13, 2010. The State and Coastal Politic,il 
S I, , ,sinn (CPS) programs and project details for the FY 2007 funding allocatio11s were 
t1 I 1 1 those documents. The Second Amendment to the Plan was approved on March 17, 

, i1< l..;tate and CPS programs and project details for the FY 2008 funding allocations were 
lh. 11t•d m that document. The Third Amendment to the Plan was approved on April 2, 2012. 

t H· and CPS programs and ]project details for the FY 2009 and FY 2010 funding 
,Jh L,.ti ... rns were described in that document. 

'J II urth Amendment to the Plan includes 1wo counties that have requested fom1al 
at, 1 , nts. Harris County is adding a new project to cover county expenses to administer their 
( I \ • , ,j t<cts. San Patricio is adding a project to their Tier 2 list should any funding become 
a, a11 1ble from projecls corning in under budget. 

c, >\ 1-. RNOR'S CERTIFICATION OF PUBLJC PARTICIPATION 

w ·panng this amendment. the GLO ensured lhese two CPS programs included the publit: 
• local and county meetings. Notice of the 4th Amendment to the Plan was posted on the 

\ P Website and in the Texas Register for public comment for more than 30 days from 
hi uu y 21 . 2013 through March 31, 2013. No public comments were received. 



ST A TE OF TEXAS 
COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PLAN 

!HARRIS COUNTY 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
Go,d I . Natural resources of Harris County impacted by offshore oil and gas activities will be 
conserved, protected, or restored. inclu1ding air, water. soi I, and natural habitat. 

Objective 1.1: To support projects that will contribute to restoration of air quality. 
Objl!ctive I .2: To support projects that will contribute to restoration of water quality. 
Objective 1.3: To support projects that will result in protection of soil or prevention of 
erosion. 
Objective 1.4· To suppo11 projects that will result in conservntion or restoration of natural 
habitat. 

Goal 2 Damage to the environment. including air. water. soil. and natural habitat. will be 
r111t1eated and health risks to the citizens due to environmental damage will be reduced 

Objective 2. I : To fund projects that will improve management of air quality. 
Objective 2.2: To fund projects that will improve management of water quality . 
Objective 2.3: To fund projects that will improve management of public lands and 
wildlife resources. 
Objective 2.4: To fund projects that will reduce health risks to citizens from air and watrr 
pollution. 

( ,ld ~: Sustainable benefits to quality of life and the economy of I larris County ,viii be 
prnvl(.kd by CIAP projects. 

Objective 3.1 : To select projects that will incorporate and balance benefits tu the 
environment. the economy, and Lhe quality oflife for Ilarris County residents. 
Objective 3.2: To select projects that have long lasting benefits. 

(i·nl l To support projects that are ,coordinated with other government agencies nnd pro, idc 
vl'rng1ng or county CII\P funds by incorporating other sources or funding. 

Objective ,u: Tu priorit1zc pro.ict:ts with additional sources of funding. 
Ohjecti,·e 4_2: To prioritize p,rqjccts involv ing partnerships v.:i1h resource agenc ies o, 
st£tkcholdcr groups. 

M \NACEMENT OF THE PROGRAM 
lhe County JuJgc's Office will admi:nistcr the projects on behalf of llurris County. fhe actual 
implementation or the projet:ts will be done by subgrantees and other Count:, departments who~c: 
pm.f\:Cts were selected. J'he County Jllldges Office's will pro\'iue oversigh1 ol the program with 
c;upport hy the County .l\u<litor· s Office. the Grant Coordination ~ection, Puhlic Infrastructure 
Dcpa11ment. and the County Auorney ·s Office./\ Project J\nnlyst \\'ill be hired hy 1he Count) t1i 

co11uut.:t the County's o, crsigh1 and du1l' diligence duties. 

" I 



STATE OF TEXAS 
COAST AL IMP ACT ASSISTANCE PLAN 

l lC 1' \RTICIPATION 
11, ( .iur1ty s l"Y 2007-2010 CIAP Pllan 41

h Amendment was posted in the Texas Regisrer and on 
ti ii ( • CTJ\P website for publiic comment for 30 days. Public notices or County 
l 1 1111~ ,1uners' meetings are posted in the lobby of the Criminal Justice Center. 120 I Franklin, 
111 "1ur. l"X: the first and ninth floor bulletin boards in the lobby of the Administration Building 
m I )1

> I Preston, I louston, T~xas: and the county's website at http://www.co.harris.tx.us. 
M dHl !-. \\1,;rc held during the FY 2007 - 2010 selection process to involve the public m the 

, ,n l'f projects for CIAP funding. fhe County met with each of the Tier I awardccs to 
lht ' '{1unty"s Administrative Costs, and the funding from this project will come from 

.Ill , n1ed ht1dget from the other approved projects. Commissioners Court voted and approved 
1t 1 1t lus10n of the Administration & Planning project totaling $321.347 in the ..i•h Amendment 
<. C'IAP Plan at its meeting on Jar1uary 8. 2013. 

PIH>.Jl'f'T SELECTION 
I h1. 'll 1 <.I was selected based on the need by the County. presented by the award of' Cl,\P 

t s 1, , provide administrative oversight and to ensure compliance with all applicable federal. 
:-t,1h.., h1ct1 l and grant regulations. ClAP Authorized Use #3 provides for up to 24% of CJ/\P 
iJllu1.:at1ons for administrative and planning purposes. 

( Ol\1PI J ANCE WJTII RELEVANT R ULES AND REGULATIONS 
I \... , unt: ,viii comp!~ with all applicable federal. ~late. and local la\\"S. and ,\ill ,,ork ,, ith 1ht' 

, ii t. > and the Fish & Wildlife Service during the review and implementation of Lhc proj~c1 



ST ATE OF TEXAS 
COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PLAN 

FY 2009 -- TIER 1 
HARRIS COUNTY CIAP ADMINISTRATJON & PLANNING 

I . D!!s1gnaled County Contact 
Entity: Harris County 
Contact Name: Judge Ed Emmett 
Address: I 00 l Preston, Suite 911, Houston, TX 77002 
Telephone: (713) 755-4000 
l·ax: (713) 755-4911 
F-mail: cjograntsnotification@hctx.net 

f'r )ject fille: Harris County ClAP Administration & Planning 

3 Contact Information 
Project Manager Contact 
Contact Name: Mr. Eric Cadow 
Lntity: Harris County 
Address: 1310 Prairie, Suite 530 

rctcphone: 
Fax: 
E-mail: 

Appl ication Conlacl 
Contact Name: 

.11tily: 
Address: 

Telephone: 
Fax: 
I::. mail· 

Sub-C!rantcc Contact: 
N,.i\ 

4. Projec1 Summary 

Houston, TX 77002 
(713) 755-4117 
(713) 437-4091 
eric.cadow@bmd.hctx.net 

Mr. Eric Cadow 
I larris County 
1310 Prai1ie. Suite 530 
Houston. TX 77002 
(713) 755-4117 
(713) 437-4091 
eric.cadow@bmd.hctx.net 

r ,11.i l Clt\l' Cost: $321,347 
1111,11 < 1 \P Cost by Furn.ling Year: .'E:321.347 (FY 2009 Allocation) 
f•r '.J l I Lot:alion: 29° 48' 2T NI 95° 23' 29'. W. Houston 
Dur:lllon m rnomhs: .ig 

Pro,1tct Goals: To fun<l costs of administering the Harris County 2007 through 20 IO Cl;\P 
pr 1irl'ts 



STATE OF TEXAS 
COAST AL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PLAN 

M 1s 11 ,bit Objectives: To ensure that all program activities are monitored to comply with 
pr , 1.110 ·~quirements; to ensure all prngram costs are allowable; ru1d to coordinate and cvalu:Hc 
th ,wgram results with stated objectives. 

Th projc-ct will fund the administrative costs of all FY 2007 through 201 () CIAP projects 
lu I m llarris County. Texas. Administration of the Harris County ClAP projects will include 
u 11 1bL't of tasks to develop and implement the ClAP projects. 

, 1 trative costs will include plan implementation and oversight. travel associated with plan 
dt · I 1,t 11 and implementation, copying and publication costs and costs incurred for public 
ll1L.L:l111gs, notices, and other coordination efforts. Administrative costs also involve the dispersal 
,,1 < 'I funds and include budget management, staff supervision, facilitation of 
i.:< 11111 1m1c.;_irions. preparation and review of documents and other tasks associated with tht: 
pr, •ll.:1 t. Planning assistance and administrntive costs are needed to ensure that all program 
al"!, 11 res are monitored for compliance with program requirements. to ensure all program costs 
ari.: r.111(,wahle, and to coordinale and eivaJuate the program results with stated objectives. 

N<1 ( IAP funds relative to this project would be used for federal cost-sharing or matching 
I'' 1111:-cs. 

1\ "tonzed Use #3. Planning assistance and the administrative costs to comply with 
<.'I /\ I'. 

110jec.:t will help to offset the direct administrative costs incurred m th:vdoping and 
11hr:.,:cing llanis County's CIAP plan and active projects. 



ST A TE OF TEXAS 
COAST AL IMPACT ASS]ST ANCE PLAN 

SAN PATRJCJO COUNTY 

GOALS Al~D OBJECTIVES 
The gllals of the San Patricio County CIAP are to encourage the conservation, protet:tion and 
enjoym~nt of the Texas coastal natural resources in San Patricio County. ClAP funds will be 
usc<l to protect riparian habitat and ]provide outdoor recreational opportunites for the genernl 
puhlic ( )bjcdives for the CIAP include: 

• Create and develop county parks: 
• Provide new outdoor recreational opportunities along the Nueces Ri ver watershed and 

Aransas Bay; 
• Provide projects and activities for the conservation. protection. and restoration of coastal 

areas; 
• Provide public education and outreach oppor11mities: and 
• Provide administrative assistance for the CIAP program. 

MANAGEMENT OF TUE PROGRAM 
/\ ., w park system will be developed and managed by the San Patricio County Parks 
Dq, 111mvnt and the Parks Director, who will report directly to the County Judge and coordinate 
w11I ihc County Commissioners. The County Treasurer and the County Auditor will oversee the 
lin.111c.al aspects of the program. The County contracted with a grants con:-nltam 10 assist with 
gi, ·1 nianagement. 

PllBLIC PARTICIPATION 
/\II t 'o rnmissioners Court meetings are posted on the county website at http://wvvw.co.san· 

, , , Ix us and at the County Courthouse at 400 West Sinton Street. Sinton. Texas. The: 
t 1 11ssioncrs Court first met in May, September. October. and December 2006 to discuss 
p ,, ,,ed ClAP project:; and to hear public input. Commissioners Court meetings regarding 
c ·1 ' ' were also conducted in June. July. August. and December '.2007. where a general 
C<' ~1 usus of selected projects was finaJized through commissioner vme. Projl'ct priorities were 
1c~ , 11L d in Commissioners Court meetings in September 2008. and .lum.: and July 2010. On 
Ju l. 'and July 16, 2012. the ··San Patricio County Coastal Pavilion'· ,,as discussed usu ncv11 
proposed project. On September 24. 2012. the project was added to the appn.)\ed County CI/\J> 
Plu11 1s ...i ricr 2 project. Approximately 35 people attended each meeting. 

PROJECT SELECTION 
1 he l ommiss1oncrs Court reviewed and selected projects for county CJAP funding based on: 

• Impact on the current park system: 
• Access lo park facilities : and 
• New ecJucaiional and outreach opportunities. 

COl\lPI.JANCE WJTJJ RELEVANT RULES AND REGULATIONS 
l la. C'uunl _\ will comply with all applicable federal. state. aml local laws. including cnmpliarn.T 
with tht: NLP/\ and tht: CMP. 

7 



STATE OF TEXAS 
COAST,\L IMP/\CT ASS ISTANCE PLAN 

FY 2009 and FY 2010 -- TIER 2 
SAN PATRJCIO COUNTY COASTAL PAVILION 

I . Designated County Contact 
Entity: San Patricio County 
Contact Name: Judge Terry Simpson 
Address: 400 Wes1t Sinton Street. # l 09. Simon TX 78387 
Telephone: (36 1) 364-9301 
Fax: (36 1) 364-6118 
E-mail: terry .simpson@co.san-patric io.tx .us 

2 Project Title: San Patricio County Coastal Pavilion 

3 Contact Information 
Project Manager Contact 
Contact Name: William IE. Zagorski 
Entity: San Patricio County Parks Director 
Address: 300 No1fh Rachel. S inton TX 78387 
fclephune: (361) 364-9650 
Fnx: (36 1)364-6194 
E-mail: zagorskj@juno.com 

Application Contact 
Contact Name: Ms. Kathy Smartt 

Smartt Grants Entity: 
Address: 
Telephone: 
r-ax: 
E-mail: 

380 I Mainchaca #7. Austin . TX 78704 
(512) 800-4740 
none 
smarttgrnnts@sbcglobal.net 

Sub-!!rantee Contact 
NIA 

4 Project Summary 
l 111'11 C JAP Cost: $500.000 

1 olal CJAP Cost by Funding Year: $250.000 (FY 2009 Allocation) 
$250.000 (FY 2010 Allocation) 

27° 53 · 23.19'. N/97t' 09· 12.0T W, Aransas Pass 
18 

Pro1ect I ,ocation: 
Duration in months: 

Project (3oals: ro cxpunJ enviromnental education and outreach programs m San Patricio 
Coun tv. 

M1.:asurable Objccti\'c~ fo construct a I oo · x 120· cmcrcd ou1door pa\ ilion m the cit\ of 
Ar:msas Pass 



ST A TE OF TEXAS 
COAST AL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PLAN 

Sm Pmrir.io County proposes to construct a covered outdoor pavilion on property owned by the 
city oi Aransas Pass. The pavilion would become part of the existing Aransas Pass Community 
Pad which is near the Aransas Bay shoreline, Redfish Bay and the GulflmracoastaJ Waterway. 
Thl park t:urrently inchides a wetlands boardwalk trail. a coastal marsh lagoon and ponds. The 
fret'..;tanding pavilion would be approximately 1 oo· x 120' in size. Overhead lighting and 
dcctric1ty would be installed. The city of Aransas Pass would maintain the pavilion during it:-. 
usclul hie. 

Tl11 , rroposc<l proJect is part of San Patricio County's on-going efforts 10 improve public access 
,inJ 11Joyment of the coastal natural environment. The pavilion would provide a community 
n·s, 11ree for environmental educati;on and learning. Local educators and environmental 

t1111t-y groups would use the pavilion for education and outreach programs. Annually. 
"PP L•,imarely 1.000-2.000 schoolchi ldren and 43.000 visitors to the area would bl:'. able to learn 
ah( t the coastal natural habitat. A pavilion at the park would provide a protected location for 
\

11:111\1 r fie ld Lrips and educational hands-on opportunities. Through education and awareness. 
th t)11bhc could learn about the importance of conserving, protecting, and restoring the count:,· ·s 
valuable natural resources. 

NP < 11\l' funds relative to this project would be used for federal cost-sharing or rnc111.:hing 
f)ll lf ll,,1,;S. 

~. Authorized Use #4 : Implementation of a federally-approved marine. coastal. or 
, J .hrnsive conservation management plan. 

fht s project would implement four goals of the federa1ly-approved Texas Coastal Managc:ment 
Pr g_ , ,. ( 1} to protect. preserve. restore. and enhance the diversity. quality. quantity. functions. 

I ll'!'> of coastal natural resource areas (CNRAs): (2) to ensure sound management of all 
t: JI resources by allo\,ving for compatible economic development and muhiple human uses of' 
!111. 1..11astal zone: (3) lo ensure and enhance planned public access to and enjoyment of the coastal 
/on m a manntr that is compatible with private property ri ghts and other uses of the c11aswl 
, , 111d ( 4) to balance 1he benefits from economic developmem and muJuple human use,;; o 1· 
I 11 , 11 1 tal ?.one. the benefits from protecting. preserving, restoring. and enhancing CNRAs. 1h1.: 

llu11 Ill:. from minimizing loss of hul11ian life and property. and the benefits from public access to 
aml l·n ioyrncnt of the coastal 1.0ne. By constructing a covered pavilion at the Aransas Pas!-> 
C,1111111ur11ty Park. this project would nllov; members of environmental organizations and local 
l'ducatnrs to provide educational opportunities regarding the conservation/protection of coastal 
arl'as. marine resources and wetlands, and the fragile coastal environment. With outdoor 
l'l:1~3room activities. participants would be able to experience the natural environment firsthand. 
/\.n important s1ep toward encouraging the conservation and protection of Texas coastal natural 
rcso11rces is to L'ducate the general public and schoolchildren of the existence and value of those 
rcsuurces. 

1) 



Rl<:K " !'RRY 

COi l .II• Ill 

M ,. Silly Jewell 
Sl1. l i , 'V 

I ·partment of the Interior 
I x411 < ",tred, N.W. 
W ashlllglon , D.C. 20240 

0FFJICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

Ri.: l'uas Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP) Public Participation Certification 

fk.1 (;jc:cretary Jewell: 

I 1, t,I, cc11ify that the State of Texas, San Patricio and Harris counties have provided ample 
opp, r11mi ty for public participation in the development of the Texas CJAP Plan as described in 

·1 ·11 r lan. 

"Ht.:l t'iy, 

} jik ?~J 
Rick f•cny 
Go, crno r 

RP:mbp 

cc: Ms I Jelen Young. Deput::, Commissioner. GLO 

Pos-r O m, r 8m ] 2'128 A 1·o;11N, TEXAS -,87 11 (5J2) 1(:d-2(ll){J (\IQ)(e)/ Dw 7-l -1 FOR RFI.AY :it'll\i ce., 

v ,~rr =.TE:x1,sO"'IlNF..COM 111e Omc.lAL WEI! Sm:. OF THE ST;.rr OF 1'ExAs 



United States Department of the Interior 

In Reply Refer to: 
FWS/WSFR/CIAP/054688 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of State of Texas 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin, Texas 787 I 1 

Dear Governor Perry: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

JUL 1 0 2013 

Thank you for your letter dated May 21, 2013 transmitting the Fourth Amendment to the Texas 
Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP) Plan for approval by the Department of the Interior 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. This letter acknowledges that the Fourth Amendment 
meets the requirement that the amended Plan be approved by the Governor of Texas 

We are in the process of reviewing the proposed changes to the CIAP Plan and will continue to 
work with the General Land Office (GLO) and the affected Counties to ensure that the Texas 
projects meet the Congressional requirements of Section 384 of the Energy Policy Act of2005 
and the funding eligibility criteria, including that the project objectives address the CIAP 
Authorized Uses: 

• Projects and activities for the conservation, protection, or restoration of coastal 
areas, including wetlands; 

• Mitigation of damage to fish, wildlife, or natural resources; 
• Planning assistance and the administrative costs of complying with this section; 
• Implementation of a federally-approved marine, coastal or comprehensive 

conservation management plan; 
• Mitigation of the impact of Outer Continental Shelf activities through funding of 

onshore infrastructure projects and public service needs. 

As a result of your continuing support, the GLO and eligible coastal counties are in the process 
of implementing conservation-related projects to benefit local communities and the rich variety 
of coastal natural resources using the nearly $112.1 million in federal CIAP funds allocated to 
Texas. I deeply appreciate our productive working partnership with Texas to conserve natural 
resources while providing ample recreational opportunities and public benefits. 

Sincerely, - - --
\ 

DIRECTOR 



cc: 

The Honorable Jerry Patterson 
Commissioner 
Texas General Land Office 
P. 0. Box 12873 
Austin, Texas 78711-2873 

Ms. Sheri Land 
Director - Grant Programs and Support 
Coastal Resources Division 
Texas General Land Office 
P.O. Box 12873 
Austin, Texas 78711-2873 



OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

RICK PERRY 
GOVERNOR 

November 9, 2012 

The Honorable Ken Salazar 
\;;~cr~t~ry 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

RE: FWS-R2-ES-2012-0064 

Dear Secretary Salazar: 
~ . . . . . \ - ........ 

5 17415 
RECEIVED 

2012 NOV 21 AM If : 42 

I·am writing°"iri opposition ·.fo the' US·: Fish and-Wil~i{fe Seivirrt: 1(FWS-) ptbposal fo list the ·Texas 
g"ofd"eq gladecress ·anct'~lrt:fl'~Jeches' Ri~er ros'e-inallbw as\indg_ligered arid thi:eaten~d species, 
resp·ectively,°as "weli as-:the prop-osaI fo designate ci1Gcal·ha1tifad\)?both':spe&ies 0;~derthe;·· -.·;-
Endanger6d ~peties-J,i:t (ESA). - '!~· ·.( '-'- ,, -J.··· ·;.:,:~~··t · .. c":'.----.'..·L L~ '- ,::: .. 

These two east Teia's piants have not been fulfystudietCan:d there are significant concerns with 
the quality of data and analysis FWS used for 'its- d~tem1inati6n: The· proposal to list these species 
is based largely o.n inco·nclus.ive reports and.vast .spectdat'ion about operations thought to affect 
.habitats, existirig·regulatory mechanisms, conservation efforts, species populations and potential 
threats. These bases fail to provide any sound scientific foundation on which to justify:the listing 
and critical habitat designation of these species. ' 

The Texas goiden giadecress - rocated in Naeogdoches; Sabilic a,,d. San Augustine Cuunties;
Texas - is not in danger of extinction and is thus, not an endangered species. Based on.available 
information, 'there is no conclusive indication that glauconite quarrying, .oil and gas activities, 
invasive species, or pine tree plantings threaten the gladecre'ss:' livelihood. In fact, there·are 
accounts of gladecress populations ·reappearing after certain'. activities and events• have disrupted 
their habitat. _.Ad<litibrt~lly, the· gladecress is alreridy adequatef/ protected by-many-mechanisms, 
such as its shared habitat with the· federally1isted wiiite "bladderpod ·and collaborations· between 
FWS and severaf partners to preserve tlie· glil'decress·spec'iei : :· ... :.. '"°:- . . 

"fh~ Nec@s lti~eri;ros~-inalloi(- located in Cherokee, Harrison, Houstog, Nacogdoches and 
l'riniif Cbtinhb~'Pexas~;-'-' 'is·'ti(5t 1ikefy-!fo becorh~'an ·e1ndanggt'.ecfspcfo{es;wiihlh "fneforeseeable 
iutilrf-{Ja 'is.1hus\iotiaifu-tfren~t-l .§peeies: Pres~hfiy, Nei'ili~t ilf$§ioiii5"y'.6thefr sBecile~' · .~:;~. 
aevetopi11ent arid-'cbnshiicff6n ·projects; ;herbfoide '.use;·-nor-h:eroivorf fr1dde11t-s pose ~Uisk'of los"s" 
or degradation to the rose-mallow habitat. Mechanisms and plans provided by the Davy 

POST OFFICE Box 12428 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 (512)463-2000 (VOICE)/DIAL 7-1-1 FOR RELAY SERV1CES 
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The Honorable Ken Salazar 
November 9, 2012 
Page 2 

Crockett National Forest, the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Forest Service, the Texas 
Department of Transportation, groundwater management areas and conservation districts, 
federally protected wetlands, and a number of private initiatives and agreements all serve to 
adequately protect the rose-mallow species. Moreover, the Forest Service has deemed the rose
mallow a sensitive species, which is a species that does not warrant listing as endangered or 
threatened. 

The best available data indicate that the Texas golden gladecress and the Neches River rose
mallow are resilient species, that there are mechanisms in place to adequately protect them and 
that there is a lack of information warranting their listing under ESA. 

Regarding the FWS proposed critical habitat designations, ESA requires that such designations 
be limited to areas occupied by the species at the time of listing. However, several units 
proposed by FWS include areas in which there are no recent confirmations of gladecress or rose
rnallow populations. As such, those designations do not meet the standard delineated by ESA 
and therefore are not appropriate for designation as critical habitats. Additionally, the 
designation of critical habitat would provide no added benefit because the gladecress and rose
mallow are both sufficiently protected by private initiatives as well as state and federal 
regulations. 

Finally, listing these species has the potential to have a significant harmful economic impact, as 
there are active agriculture, timber, mining, oil and gas, and construction activities near the 
habitat of both species. I encourage FWS to involve in this process the conununities, business 
owners and landowners who will be affected by this proposal. 

T c. 11 , 1 • ,Id 1- • , • . , • • • • • • , , • • • J.' , 
1. respeetJ.uny afu( t11at you Witi raw tu.e proposca nstmg anu-c,nhca1 naouat uesignauon 1or t11ese 
two east Texas plants. 

lii! ~ePllJ 
Governor 

RP:jsp 

cc: Public Conunents Processing, Division of Policy and Directives Management, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 



United States Department of the Interior 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor, State of Texas 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin, Texas 7871 i 

Dear Governor Perry: 

FISH AND WlLDLlfE SERV ICE 
Washington. D.C. 20240 

DEC O 3 2012 

Thank you for your letters dated October 12, October 15, and November 9, 20 12 regarding the 
proposed listing as endangered and designation of criti cal habitat for the six west Texas aquatic 
invertebrates and the four central Texas salamander species, and the Texas golden gladecress and 
the Neches River rose-mallow respectively. 

The Endangered Species Act mandates that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) use the 
best available science in making listing decisions. The Service carefully evaluates the avai lable 
scientific information and has concluded that these listing proposals are warranted. However, to 
assist in making any final determinations, the Service has asked the general public for additional 
information on the historical and current status and distr ibution of these species, their biology 
and ecology, ongoing conservation measures, and threats to the species and their habitats. In 
addition, the Service has requested independent sc ientific peer review of the proposed rules. The 
Serv ice took this action to ensure the use and proper interpretation of the best available scientific 
info rmation in mak ing the fi nal li sting determinations and critical habitat designations. 

Following the close of the comment period on the proposed rules, the Service wi ll evaluate any 
new infonnation received , as well as all conservation efforts, when making fi nal determinations 
for each species. I thank you for your comments and recommendations. They will be included 
within the administrati ve record, and the Service will carefully consider them in the rulemaking 
process. 

If you have any questions please contact me personally, or my Assistant Director fo r Endangered 
Species, Mr. Gary Frazer at (202) 208-4646. 

DIRECTOR 



RICK PERRY 

GOVERNOR 

October 15, 2012 

I 
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0FEICE OF THE GOVERNO R 
I 

The Honorable Kenneth (Ken) L. Salazar 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240-0001 

RE: FWS-R2-ES-2012-0035 

Dear Secretary Salazar: 

RECE1'!~D 

7012 OCI 22 Pr 'J: 4 9 
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I am writing in oppositioh·to the U.S. Fish· and Wildlife Service (FWS) proposal to list four 
central Texas salamander species as endangered and the designation of critical habitat. The 
identified salamander species have not been fully studied, .and there are serious and significant 
concerns with the accuracy and quality of data FWS used for its determination. 

Currently, insufficient data is available to evaluate long-term flow patterns of the springs.and 
creek, and the correlation of flow, water quality, habitat, ecology and community response. 
Long-term water quality data is also lacking. Such information is needed to assist in making 
surface and ground water management decisions that not only address human needs, but also 
include consideration of the environment. 

Pertaining to the Austill blind salamander, very little is knmvn about this species. N o population 
estimates are currently available. Presently, there .is no conclusive data on how the water quality 
of the Barton Springs Segment of the Edwards Aquifer affects the Austin blind salamander. 
Furthermore, the City of Austin has a plan in place to protect and improve the habitat of the 
Austin blind salamander without this species being listed as endangered. 

As'for the salamanders that reside in the northern segment of the Edwards Aquifer - the 
Jollyville Plateau, Georgetown and Salado salamanders - the local community has partnered 
with FWS to develop' a regional habitat conservation plan aimed at protecting these species 
locally. The plan includes a five-year study o~_the species and· is presently in its second year of 
collecting and analyzing data. Thus far, local· data collectioll' shows that water and sediment 
quality remain good with no degradation, no elevated levels of toxins and rio harmful residues in 

Pos-r OFFICE Box 12428 AUS11N, TEXAS 78711 (512) 463-2000 (VOICE)/ DJAL 7-1-1 FOR REJ.Ay SERVICES 
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The Honorable Kenneth (Ken) L. Salazar 
October 15, 2012 
Page 2 

known springs. Williamson County's studies and data collection indicate that not only are 
salamander populations being found in Williamson County throughout their habitat range, but 
that they are healthy, flourishing and existing in heavily developed areas. 

Listing the salamanders has the potential to have negative impacts on both private development 
and public infrastructure. I respectfully ask you to withdraw the proposed listing and critical 
habitat designation, as there is not sufficient evidence to justify listing the four central Texas 
salamander species as threatened or endangered. 

~~J 
Rick Perry 
Governor 

RP:jsp 

cc: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division of Policy and Directives Management 



United States Department of the Interior 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor, State of Texas 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin, Texas 7871 i 

Dear Governor Perry: 

FISH AND WlLDLlfE SERV ICE 
Washington. D.C. 20240 

DEC O 3 2012 

Thank you for your letters dated October 12, October 15, and November 9, 20 12 regarding the 
proposed listing as endangered and designation of criti cal habitat for the six west Texas aquatic 
invertebrates and the four central Texas salamander species, and the Texas golden gladecress and 
the Neches River rose-mallow respectively. 

The Endangered Species Act mandates that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) use the 
best available science in making listing decisions. The Service carefully evaluates the avai lable 
scientific information and has concluded that these listing proposals are warranted. However, to 
assist in making any final determinations, the Service has asked the general public for additional 
information on the historical and current status and distr ibution of these species, their biology 
and ecology, ongoing conservation measures, and threats to the species and their habitats. In 
addition, the Service has requested independent sc ientific peer review of the proposed rules. The 
Serv ice took this action to ensure the use and proper interpretation of the best available scientific 
info rmation in mak ing the fi nal li sting determinations and critical habitat designations. 

Following the close of the comment period on the proposed rules, the Service wi ll evaluate any 
new infonnation received , as well as all conservation efforts, when making fi nal determinations 
for each species. I thank you for your comments and recommendations. They will be included 
within the administrati ve record, and the Service will carefully consider them in the rulemaking 
process. 

If you have any questions please contact me personally, or my Assistant Director fo r Endangered 
Species, Mr. Gary Frazer at (202) 208-4646. 

DIRECTOR 



RICK PERRY 

GOVERNOR 

l C:: IC::. (. 71 
(}FFICE"' b:ir' THE GOVERNOR 

October 12, 2012 

The Honorable Kenneth (Ken) L. Salazar 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240-0001 

RE: FWS-R2-ES-2012-0029 

Dear Secretary Salaz~: 

R~CI:l'IED 
20\Z OCT 22 PH~: 49 

, ·-c r::: ~r: THE 
L . ....... -·-·i·~~·r ·-

- "• .. · " :..., • l, \ . .:.i. r\ i r, c . . 

I am writing in opposition to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) proposal to list six west 
Texas aquatic invertebrate species - the Phantom Cave snail, Phantom springsnail, diminutive 
amphipod, Diamond Y Spring snail, Gonzales springsnail and Pecos amphipod - as 
endangered, and the proposed designation of critical habitat. These species have not been fully 
studied, and there are significant concerns with the accuracy and quality of data FWS used for its 
determination. 

The FWS propos~l to list these six west Texas aquatic invertebrates is largely bas.ed on. · · 
conflicting·reports, inconclusive.dat~, hypothetical scenarios, various assumptions an~ vast. 
speculatiol). about species ,populations, ~ater quantity .and quality, the effect of existing . 
regulatory mechanisms and other potential threats. -Such information fails to provide any sound 
scie~tific foundation on which to justify the listing and_ critical habitat desigJ?-ation of these 

1 
species. 

In regard to the species that inhabit the spring outflows of the San Solomon Spring system near 
Balmorhea in Reeves and Jeff Davis Counties, Texas - the Phantom Cave snail, Phantom 
springsnail and diminutive amphipod - no conclusive data shows that such species are currently 
threatened. Spring flows in the San Solomon Springs system, which lack sufficient studies and 
data thereon, are protected by Groundwater Management Area 4' s desired future conditions as 
well as groundwater conservation districts in the area, which have the common goal of protecting 
the environment within the districts. Such a goal necessarily includes consideration of the 
impacts that groundwater pumping has on spring flows. Additionally, because the San Solomon 
Spring system is in a rural, lightly populated area and it has been found that exposure to 
pollutants therein is limited, no threat to the system's water quality is apparent. In areas where 
pollutants may be a concern, there are already protection mechanisms in place, like an informal 
protected area within the spring system developed in cooperation with the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the Texas Department of Agriculture as well as a Habitat Conservation 
Plan completed by the Texas Parks and W;ildlifo-DepaFtment. Furthe.rmore, because the-San 
Solomon Spring system species share.their habitat with at least two ;other species that are already 
listed as.endangered and are protected.under ,the Endangered Species Act (ESA), these aquatic 
invertebrates-'" habitat is alrea.sfy protected. Finally, the two instances.of nonnative snails in the 
San Solomon Spring system have not conclusively been found to have a negative impact on the 

I j I\ 
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species at issue, and the potential for the introduction of other nonnative species is 
extraordinarily low. 

Concerning the species that exist in the spring outflow areas within the Diamond Y Spring 
system north of Fort Stockton in Pecos County, Texas - the Diamond Y Spring snail, Gonzales 
springsnail and Pecos amphipod - the best available information indicates that these species are 
not in any danger of extinction. Just as with the San Solomon Spring system, studies of spring 
flows in the Diamond Y Spring system are lacking, and both the Groundwater Management Area 
3 desired future conditions and the groundwater conservation districts covering the area have a 
stated goal of promoting the environment, which necessarily includes preserving the spring flows 
on which. the aforementioned aquatic invertebrates rely. As for the system's water quality, 
thougfi ttiere is active oil an<l gas exploration, e-xtraction, transportation and processit1g in the 
area, no pollutant or contaminant thereof has ever been found to have harmed the aquatic 
invertebrates that dwell in the system. Moreover, the Texas Railroad Commission has 
established many regulations that reduce the risk of contaminant releases. Without solid 
evidence of harm, the mere fear that a leak or spill could one day possibly affect the habitat of 
the Diamond Y Spring system species is insufficient to justify a listing under the ESA. 
Additionally, the Diamond Y Spring system is inhabited by two fishes federally listed as 
endangered, which thereby currently protects the habitat of the three aquatic invertebrates at 
issue. Lastly, these species have been deemed unthreatened by the presence of nonnative fish in 
the Diamond Y Spring system and it is not likely that other nonnative species will be introduced 
into the system. 

Listing these six west Texas aquatic invertebrates has the potential to have a significant 
economic impact, as there is active oil and gas development near the Diamond Y Spring system 
and agricultural activities in both the San Solomon Spring and Diamond Y Spring systems. 
Furthermore, the designation of critical habitat would provide no added benefit, because the six 
species share a habitat with other species currently protected by the ESA, and present statutory 
and regulatory mechanisms provide sufficient protection. 

I respectfully ask you to withdraw the proposed listing and critical habitat designation for these 
six west Texas aquatic invertebrates. 

&f!~J 
Governor 

RP:jsp 

cc: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division of Policy and Directives Management 



United States Department of the Interior 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor, State of Texas 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin, Texas 7871 i 

Dear Governor Perry: 

FISH AND WlLDLlfE SERV ICE 
Washington. D.C. 20240 

DEC O 3 2012 

Thank you for your letters dated October 12, October 15, and November 9, 20 12 regarding the 
proposed listing as endangered and designation of criti cal habitat for the six west Texas aquatic 
invertebrates and the four central Texas salamander species, and the Texas golden gladecress and 
the Neches River rose-mallow respectively. 

The Endangered Species Act mandates that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) use the 
best available science in making listing decisions. The Service carefully evaluates the avai lable 
scientific information and has concluded that these listing proposals are warranted. However, to 
assist in making any final determinations, the Service has asked the general public for additional 
information on the historical and current status and distr ibution of these species, their biology 
and ecology, ongoing conservation measures, and threats to the species and their habitats. In 
addition, the Service has requested independent sc ientific peer review of the proposed rules. The 
Serv ice took this action to ensure the use and proper interpretation of the best available scientific 
info rmation in mak ing the fi nal li sting determinations and critical habitat designations. 

Following the close of the comment period on the proposed rules, the Service wi ll evaluate any 
new infonnation received , as well as all conservation efforts, when making fi nal determinations 
for each species. I thank you for your comments and recommendations. They will be included 
within the administrati ve record, and the Service will carefully consider them in the rulemaking 
process. 

If you have any questions please contact me personally, or my Assistant Director fo r Endangered 
Species, Mr. Gary Frazer at (202) 208-4646. 

DIRECTOR 



RICK PERRY 
GOVERNOR 

April 24, 2012 

The Honorable Ken Salazar 
Secretary 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W., Mailstop 7314 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Secretary Salazar: 

The U.S. Department of the Interior's 2010 "Idle Iron" policy directive ordering non-producing 
oil and gas wells in offshore waters to be removed within five years of the issuance of that 
directive will have profound negative implications for Texas. The vast forest of energy-related 
structures in the Gulf of Mexico forms what is generally regarded as the largest man-made 
artificial r.eef system in the world. This current "Idle Iron" policy will soon damage marine 
fisheries and the local coastal communities and businesses that rely on the fishing opportunities 
that these structur~s provide in the Gulf 

I understand the factors that may have influenced the decision to order the blanket removal of 
these structures in the aftermath of the tragic oi I spill of 20 l 0. However, a more balanced, 
reasoned response is required in light of irrefutable evidence that these structures are the basis 
for thriving ecosystems that harbor and sustain an immense diversity of life above and below the 
waterline, including seabirds, fish, turtles, marine mammals and corals. 

With more and more of our population moving to the coasts and looking to the oceans for 
recreation and enjoyment, our country must be committed to protecting and increasing habitats 
for marine life. Simply put, these st~cturcs arc important 19 all who enJoy our .oceans and the 
economies supported by activities like diving, boating; and fishing. T urge you to reconsider this 
policy and look at alternatives to achieve our shared goal of protecting the marine environment 
while conserving these valuable artificial reefs. 

I look forward to working with you in finding solutions on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

~, u R... '° "! "'l'tW\fl3a:ns 1AIJ.O:J3X3 4..!_~ C,,,#C.J 3Hl .:!O 331.:HO 

Rick Perry 90: rr WV 6- ,nw Zl"Z 
Governor " u O·IOZIS"' 
RP:trp u3/\1383~ 
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!ULK PERRY 

t.,OVEKNOR 

April 2-l, 2012 

The I Ionorable Ken S~lazar 
Secretary 

OFFICE OF THE GOYER·NOll 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W., Mailstop 7314 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Secretary Sala1.ar: 

The U.S. DepartmGnt of the fnterior's; 2010 " Idle Iron'· policy directive ordering non-producing 
oil and gas wells in offshore waters to be removed within five years of the issuance of that 
dirccLivc wil I have profound negative implications for Texas. The vast forest of energy-related 
structures in the Gulf of Mexico forms what is generally regarded as the largest man-made 
artificial reef system in the world. This current "Idle Iron" policy will soon damage marine 
fisheries and the local coastal communities and businesses that rely on the fishing opportunities 
that these structures provide in Lhe Gulf. 

l un<ler.sLan<l the factors that may have influenced the decision to order the blanket removal of 
these structu res in the a~ennath of the tragic oil spill of 2010. However, a more balanced, 
reasoned response is required in light of inefutable evidenct: that these structures are the basis 
for thriving ecosystems that harbor and sustain an immense diversity of life above and below the 
waterline, including seabirds, fish, turtles, marine mammals and corals. 

With more and more of our population moving to the coasts and looking to the oceans for 
recreation and enjoyment, our country must be committed to protecting and increasing habitats 
for marine life. Simply put, these strnctures are important to all who enjoy our oceans and the 
economies suppo1ted by activities like diving, boating, and fishing. I urge you to reconsider this 
policy and look at alternatives to achi,eve our shared goal of protecting the marine environment 
while conserving these valuable artifocial reefs. 

l look forward to working with you ini linding solutions on this important issue. 

Sincerely. 

'i}_CK ~~_) 
Rick Perry 
Governor 

RP:trp 
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United States Departn1ent of the Interior 
BURI ,'\l J or \ A~ I I 'r \ ND I NVIRONMI.NTAL tN~ORCEM (·NT 

WASIII NC ION Dl :?O"•I0-000 1 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin, TX 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

~L 31 2012 

Thank you for your letter of April 24, 201:?, to Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar concerning 
the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement's (BSEE) decommissioning requirements, 
Notice to Lessees (NTL) on "Idle Iron'· and "Rigs-to-Reefs" policy. Secretary Salazar has asked 
me to respond to your letter. 

Decommissioning of oil and gas facilities and structures on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) is 
not a new requirement. Under the authority of the OCS Lands Act, the Department of the 
Interior includes decommissionfog requirements in every lease, Right-of-Way and Right-of-Use
and-Easement issued for oi l, gas, and energy-related operations on the OCS. These requirements 
arc fu rther set out in BSEE's regulations. Facilities and structures are required to be removed 
from terminated leases - leases no longer producing - within one year of the lease termination. 
Fac ili ties and structures. including wells, platforms and pipelines, which are "no longer useful 
for operations" are also l'cquired lo be decommissioned and removed. 

As a result of the navigational safety, personal safety, environmental, and economic 
ramifications of the catastrophic 2004, 2005, and 2008 hurricane seasons, BSEE conducted 
areview to analyze the idle infrastructure in the Gulf. This analysis determined there was 
significant risk based on the extensive numbers or idle platforms and wells, which led BSEE to 
issue NTL No. 20 I 0-GOS: "Decommissioning Guidance for Wells and Platfonns" (the " Idle 
iron" NTL). The "]die Iron" NTL is designed to reduce a multitude of risks from non-producing 
infrastructure by clari fy ing terminology found in the Code of Federal ReguJations. The NTL is 
aJso designed to establish guidelines for standard decommissioning timeframes and methods for 
wells and plalfonns on active leases that are no longer useful for operations, as well as providing 
detaj l to all aspects of the decommissioning process. 

• For terminated leases, the NTL reiterated that decommissioning for structures and wells 
is required within one year of the lease being terminated. 

• For acti ve leases, the NTL clarified the definition of ''no longer useful for operations" 
and established guidelines for standard decommissioning timeframes and methods for 
wells and platfo rms: 

Wells arc considered "no longer useful for operations" if there has been no 
production from the well in fi ve years and there are no plans for future operations 
using that well . Well decommissioning, including permanent plugging and 
abandonment and removal of the riser structures, must be completed within 3 years of 
rneeting the definiLion of "no longer useful for operations" or three years after the 
NTL was issued, whichever is later. 
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Platforms are considered "no longer useful for operations" if they are toppled by a 
storm or incident, or have not been used for OCS operations for five years. 
Decommissioning of the platform must be completed within ftve years after the NTL 
was issued or five years afier meeting the definition of "no longer useful for 
operations". whichever is later. 

BSEE has long supported the reuse of obsolete oil and gas facilities as artificial reefs. BSEE's 
Rigs-to-Reefs policy allows for a departure from removal requi rements and lease obligations and 
encourages an environmentally friendly method of structure disposal for lessees and operators 
provided that the facilit ies meet certain conditions: 

• The structure becomes part of a state artificial reef program that complies with the criteria 
in the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration managed National Artificial 
Reef Plan; 

• The responsible state agency acquires a permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
and accepts title and liabili ty for the reefed structure once removal/reefing operations are 
concluded; 

• The operator satisfies any U.S. Coast Guard navigational requirements for the structure, 
including that the top of the structure is 85 feet below the waterline; and 

• The reefing proposal complies with BSEE's Gulf of Mexico Region engineering, 
stability, and environmental reviewing standards and reef-approval guidelines. 

Currently, there are 265 oil and gas structures on the Federal OCS off the coast of Texas. Of 
these, 65 are identified as ''idle" structures: l floating platform, I 6 caissons, and 48 jacket 
platforms (i.e., tripods up lo 8-pilcs, which may have potential use as artificial reef structures). 
Thirty percent of the applications to remove structures offshore Texas propose to dispose of 
those structures under the state's program - this is nearly double the percentage of structures 
proposed to go into the Louisiana, Mississippi, und Alabama programs. BSEE has approved 24 
idle structure removal permits; six proposed disposing of the structures under Texas' Artificial 
Reef Program. In addition, nine idle structure removal permits are pending; four propose 
disposing of the structures under the state's program. BSEE is working with appropriate 
authorities in Texas to designate additional arti ficial reef areas. 

I appreciate your concerns regarding the continued ability to convert obsolete oil and gas 
structures to artificial reefs, and your continued interest in environmentally responsible domestic 
oi l and gas development on the Gulf of Mexico OCS. If you have any further questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact me at (202) 208-3500, or call Ms. Ju lie S. Pleming, Chief, BSEE Office 
of Congressional Affairs, at (202) 208-3827. 

Sincerely, 

!;~!!.~ 
Director 
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April 4, 2012 

The Honorable Ken Salazar 
Sccrctfu~J 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

U.S. Department of the interior 
1849 C Street, NW, Mailstop 7314 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Secretary Salazar: 

Texas ranchers and hunters have-been instrumental in saving three species of African antelope 
from the brink of extinction - the addax, the dama gazelle and the scimitar-homed oryx. These 
hunters and ranchers have successfully increased the populations of these animals and have even 
reintroduced them into the:ir native habitats. In spite of this, the funding for these efforts will 
come to a halt today, due to the removal of the blanket exemption that allowed a "trucing' ' of 
these species in recognition of the extraordinary conservation efforts of these ranchers and 
hunters. 

A "taking" is so broadly defined that 1not only does it include hunting and culling animals, but 
may also include activities associated with propagating these animals, such as capture and 
retention for breeding purposes, or trapping for veterinary care. It will now take 60 to 90 days or 
more to obtain a permit to "take'· these privately owned animals, along with an invasive and 
burdensome public permitting process. This intrusion on individual privacy and property rights 
hurts the ability of a rancher to manage his or her herd, and effectively removes all incentives to 
continue breeding and conservation efforts. 

The Exotic Wildiifo Association estimates there are more than 11,000 scimitar-horned oryx, 
more than 5,000 addax, and nearly 900 dama gazelle on private ranches in Texas - the largest 
herds in existence - all attributable t,o the conservation efforts of ranchers and hunters. These 
numbers are up significantly from their 1979 estimated population numbers of 32, 2 and 9, 
respectively. However, since the publication of the final rule removing the blanket take 
exemption, these populations have been greatly reduced and the value of the three species has 
plummeted. Many ranchers caimot afford to feed and care for their herds. and we can only 
expect that conservation efforts by these ranchers will soon cease. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) must recognize that these three species aJe being put 
in jeopardy of extinction by the very act that was intended to protect them. As you know, 
hunting and conservation are not mutually exclusive, but instead are inextricably linked. This is 
proven by the history and survival of these very antelope species, where hunting has provided 
both the capital and the incentive to continue the conservation of these animaJs. FWS has 

I~ I )11 , 1 H• I~-,.'." \ 



The Honorable Ken Salazar 
April 4, 2012 
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recognized tnat captive breeding eff01ts have stemmed the decline of the three species, and that 
but for captjve breeding, the scimitar-horned oryx would likely be extinct. 

I recognize that this change in permit requirements is the result of a court ruling, and I appreciate 
FWS' s efforts to fight the removal of the blanket exemption. Now, in light of that court ruling, I 
strongly urge FWS to respond to and grant the pending petition to remove the three species of 
antelope from the endangered species list. The captive-bred a<ldax, dama gazelle and scimitar
horned oryx ate simply not endangered in the United States; rather, the populations have 
continually increased up to the date of publication of the exemption removal. These three 
species are recovered in the Unjted States. 

As a fellow former farmer and rancher and a small-business man, you know the value of freedom 
from government overregulation, and its value in this instance cannot be overstated. The fact 
that these antelope are endangered in their native Africa does not justify the listing of captive
bred animals as endangered in the United States. Just as you once determined the gray wolf was 
not endangered throughout its entire range, neither are these three species endangered in the 
United States. 

To comply with the U.S. Department of the Interior Solicitor's Memorandum M-37013, FWS 
must determine the portion of the three specjes' range in which the animals are endangered, and 
de-list the populations in ranges that are not endangered. Given that no data supports the 
proposition that captive-bred populations in the United States are endangered, I urge you to 
remove aU captiv~bred addax, dama gazelle and scimitar-homed oryx in the United States from 
the endangered species list under 50 C.F .R. § 424.11 (d), and allow the hardworking ranchers and 
hunters of this great country to return to their conservation efforts. 

Sincerely, 

~~~'} 
Governor 

RP:trp 
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United States Department of the Interior 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/AES/051328 

The l lonorable Rick Perry 
State of Texas 
Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
W3shington, D.C. 20240 

MAY 2 2 2012 

Thank you for your letter of April 4, 2012, suppo1ting a recently filed petition to delist captive
bred populations of the addax, dama gazelle, and scimitar-homed oryx (three antelope) from the 
list of endangered and threatened wildlife (50 CFR 17.11 (h)), under the Endangered Species Act 
of 1973, as amended (Act). 

The parties are currently in discussions regarding a potential settlement agreement, whereby the 
U .S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) \vill complete a 90-day findjng on the petitions to delist 
the U.S. captive-bred herds of the three antelope species within the next several months. On 
April 30, 2012, lhe U.S. Disttict Court for the District of Columbia agreed to put the litigation in 
temporary abeyance during these discussions. 

Thank you for your interest and concern for these species. If you have any questions concerning 
this matter, please contact Mr. Gary Frazer, the Service's Assistant Director for Endangered 
Species at (202) 208-4646. 

r7rely. 
fUu 0<»h~ 

Rachel J ac son 

( 

\ 

sistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks 



RJCK PERRY 

<rOVERNOR 

January 12, 2012 

The Honorable Ken Salazar 
Secretary 

OFFICE OF THE GOVER NOR 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N .W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

RE: FWS-R2-ES-2010-0041 Comments 

Dear Secretary Salazar: 

l am relieved to hear that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has decided to extend the 
final determination for listing the Dunes Sagebrush Lizard (DSL) as endangered. and to solicit 
additional facts and information during the extension period. · The DSL has not been sufficientl y 
studied in Texas, and there are serious and significant concerns with the adequacy and accuracy 
of the data FWS considered in drafting its proposed rule. The mle itself even acknowledges that 
the DSL habitat bas not yet been det,ermined. Because the listing of the DSL as threatened or 
endangered would have a damaging effect on jobs, energy independence. and energy 
affordability, it is incumbent on FWS to ensure that any such action is based on sound science 
and confirmed conclusions. 

This is particularly important in lighil of the growing scientific evidence that 1hc DSL is not 
threatened or endangered, and specifically not by oil and gas development operations. Contrary 
to Fws·s preliminary theories, a rec,ent study by Texas Tech University _found little evidence to 
indicate that oil and gas production negatively impacts the DSL or its habitat. In addition. 
research conducted by scientists at Texas A&M University indicates that the DSL is mure 
populous than FWS and others had supposed. Further. 18 members of Congress recenlly po1mcu 
out that a study by Sias and Snell revealed that tlie DSL ' s population actually increased b} a 
factor of 2.4 where oil and gas wells were located, compared to an increase of only J .6 in 111-ca~ 

without wells. Finally, a scientific review of the proposed lrstlng by Texas Tech Universitv 
found that the "genetic data ... does not justify the listing of the DSL as an endangered specie~:· 
and that "uncertainties regarding the sci en ti fie basis for li sting the DSL as threatened anJ 
endangered are well reco~rnized:· 

Posr Omcr Box )2428 AuSTIN, Tt=.~ 78711 (512)463-2000 (Vo1CE)/ DIAI. 7- 1-l FOR Rf.Uy SERVICF.~ 
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The Honorable Ken Salazar 
January 12, 2012 
Page 2 

Wl1at is undeniable is the fact that Te:xas fuels the nation , containing almost a quarter of all crude 
oil reserves in the United States. Businesses involved with the oil and gas industry in Texas 
employ more than 200,000 people and pump more than $200 billion annually into our national 
economy. Tbe Permian Basin - which is home to the DSL - accounted for 74 percent of oil 
production in Texas from January to August 2011, and contains an estimated 30 billion barrels of 
recoverable oil. The economic impact of these energy-producing activities on our state ancl 
nation cannot be denied or ignored. Listing the DSL could bait the production of 7 million 
barrels of oil equivalent per year. effoctively deducting $700 million annually from our state and 
national economies, raising the cost of energy for all Americans, and destroying the livelihoods 
of countless American families. 

Our nation's economic well-being an1d energy independence should not be jeopardized based on 
insufficient, outdated or prejudiced sden6fic data. Given the recent findings described above, I 
respectfully ask you to withdraw the proposed listing pursuant to Section 4(b)(6)(B)(ii) of the 
Endangered Species Act, as there is not sufficient evidence to justify listing the DSL as 
threatened or endangered. 

Rick Perry 
Governor 

RP:trp 

cc: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Scrvic:e, Public Comments Processing, Division of Policy and 
Directives Management 
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The Honorable Rick Perry 
Go\'emor of Texas 
Austin, Tcxac; 7871 I 

Dear Governor Perry: 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

FEB 1 7 2012 

Thank you for your letter of January 12. 2012. regarding the proposed listing of the dunes 
sagebrush lizard. and your comments on that proposal. 

The Endangered Species Act mandates that the U.S. fish and Wildlife Service (Service) use the 
best available science in making listing decisions. As you arc aware. on December 5. 201 J. the 
Service extended the listing dete-rminatiion by 6 months because there was substantjaJ 
disagreement regarding the sufficiency or accuracy of the available data relevant to the proposed 
listing rule. making it necessary to solicit additional info.nnation by reopening the comment 
period for 45 days. The Service took this action to ensure they make use of the best available 
scientific infom1ation in making the fin.al listing detem1ination. 

The comment period closed on JanuaT) I 9. 2012. and the Service is now t!valuating the 
informtllion received as well as all conservation efforts for the liwrd heforc making its final 
determination. The rulemaking pcl'T re,:iev. process is a ke) tool for ensuring the qualit) of an:r 
scientific information received. The Service \,viii ensure that any scientific information 
submined during the 45-day comment period is considered through that process. 

The Service appreciates their partncrshi ps with rec.km I. State. and private sectors in Ne,\ 
Mc'tico and Texas in deYeloping and implementing <:enser\'alion agreements that address dunes 
sagebrush lizard conservation. The Ser,·ice has made it a top priority to work collaboratively 
with the State of Texas in dc\·eloping a consen·ation agreemcm designed to reduce or eliminate 
threats tn the sp~cies. ·1 he result uf 1he conscrYation agreement should minimi7c economic 
impacts if the lizard is listed. 1 he Sen ice anticipates linali?ing the Texas agreement h} the end 
nf J·ebn1an 20 I 1. 

Sinccreh. 

n 
>. ~-

Ken Salazar 



RJCK PERRY 

GOVERNOR 

December 27, 2011 

The I lonorable Ken Salazar 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

RE: Stak of Texas Final Coastal Impact Assistance Program Plan 

Dear Secretary Salazar: 

1 hereby submit the TbiJd Amendment to the Texas Coastal Impact Assistance Program Plan to 
yo:.1 and the U .S. Fish and W ildlife Service for approval. 

If you have any questions during the reviev,• process, please contact one of the following: 

The Honorable JcITy Patterson 
Commissioner 
Texas General Land Office 
J>.O. Box 12873 
Austin. Texas 78711-2873 
Phone: (512) 463-5001 
E-mai I: Jcrry.Palterson@glo.state.1tx.us 

Ms. Helen Young 
Deputy Commissioner, Coastal Reso urces Program 
Texas General Land Ofiice 
P.O. Box 12873 
Austin. Texas 78711-2873 
Phone: (512) 463-5338 
E-mail : I lelen. Young(w,glo.state.tx.us 

If J can be of further assistance to you. please do not hesitalt' to contact me. 

i&,k. ~J 
Rick Perry 
Governor 

RP:tbp 

Encl0sure 

cc: 
ts :QI HV ti- NVr ZIDZ 

The I lonorabk Jerry Patterson 
Ms. llelcn Young (l3Al.3J3~ 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The Honorable James Richard Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, 1 exas 78711 

Dear Governor Perry: 

OCT 2 6 2011 

The restoration of the Gulf Coast is a very high priority for the Department of the Interior and we 
support the good work that Texas is dojng to restore its coastal resources and commuruties. The 
Department has land management responsibility for 4 .2 million acres throughout the Gulf, and 
responsibility for sate offshore oil and gas leasing and production. We values the partnership with 
Texas and we remain commirted to significant and sustained action at the Federal level to support 
the State·s communities and citizens. 

In particular, 1 want to note ow· valued collaboration on the Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration 
Task Force and the Natural Resource Damage Assessment Trustee Council. including our shared 
responsibi lily to accelerate recovery fr.om the Deepwater Horizon spill with the$ l billion in early 
restoration funding that we secured together from BP. 

Another important source of funding for coastal restoration is the Coastal Impact Assistance 
Program ( CIAP). In response to concerns raised by Gulf Coast States, I have implemented major 
management changes lo streamline and improve the delivery of CJAP funds to Texas and the other 
Gulf States. On October I.2011. the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program of the U.S. fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS) assumed administrative responsibility for distribution of CJAP 
funding to the States. The FWS has considerable grant making expertise. with over 
$ I billion distributed annually to states and tribes through a variety of Federal grant programs. The 
FWS will work directly with your CIAP Coordinator·s ofiice to support grant requests from 1 exas. 
These actions will significantly strean1line the process and bring valuable restoration and grant 

making expertise to the program. 

Presently Texas has a balance of approximately $129.6 million in CJAP fund mg available to it that 
may be distributed upon approval of a grant request from your CJAP Coordinator's office, I usk 
that you direct your CIAP Coordinator to submit a grant request for Texas· funds. The FWS"s 
Assistant Director for Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program. Mr. Hannihal Bolton. \'.ill 
work with your CIA}) staff to provide these funds to Texas so that we can together facil itate Gulf 
Coast restoration. I look forward to continuing to work with you and the State of T cxas on this 
critical issue 

~ercs~ 
Ken 'alazar 

cc: l lonorable Lisa Jackson 



June 27, 2011 

The Honorable Ken Salazar 

Secretary 

Uniteci States Department of Interior 

Wastungton, DC 20240 

Dear Secretary Salazar: 

On behalf of all the Governors who are p,articipating in the newly formed Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) 

Governors' Coalition, we are writing to update you on the status of this recently formed Coalition, its 

mission and goals, and to let you know we look forward to working closely with you on offshore energy 

matters. 

The M1ss1011 of the OCS Governors' Coalition is to improve dialogue and understanding about the Outer 

Continental Shelf. 

Workln1 w,th those coastal states interested in understanding more about the promise and potential of 

respom;,ble production offshore, the coa1lition will work toward: 

• Improved communication between federal and state offidals on Outer Continental Shelf Energy 
issues. 

• Improved understanding of the potential resources and opportunities adjacent to the various 
coastal states. 

• Improved understanding of the impact those resources could have on local, state and federal 
revenues. 

• Improved management and stewardship of coastal resources related to coastal and ocean 
activities. 

As the elected representatives of the states that are interested in learning more about the resources 
adjacent to our respective coasts and tht? opportunities they bring to our states and the nation, we 
certainly look forward to actively engagi1ng with federal officials on a regular basis . 



The members of the coalition will hold an official meeting in the coming months and look forward to 
having you participate. 

We look forward to working wrth you to share information and develop a commonsense plan for U.S. 
energy 

Sincerely, 

~ f)/j,({l;J ~ . / h 

Bobby Jindal Bob McDonnell 
Governor Governor 
Louisiana Virginia 

Cc: Michael R. Bromwich 

Director 

~lK.~l~ ~~ 
Rick Perry Sean Parnell 
Governor Governor 
Texas Alaska 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulat ion and Enforcement 

United States Department of thEi Interior 

Washington, DC 20240 

'Jtl 'vl 3U:i3 .. - _ 
3Hl .:W ·-:~ 

I dkt71&rvr1-w,)_ 
Haley Barbour 
Governor 
Mississippi 

IC: I Wd S · 
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