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Bene�ts of Using Drones

24-hour
air support

fewer acres burned

shorter
duration

�res reducing
risks

saving
lives

In 2017, DOI had 707 drone missions on 71 individual wild�res

faster response times

3DR Solo Quadcopter
10” x 18”

Best for small-scale mapping and
real-time situation assessment

Hybrid VTOL Fixed-Wing
COMING SOON

Best for longer endurance mapping/
reconnaissance �ights

A Drone Is an Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Piloted from the Ground

U.S. Department of the Interior

Using Drones
to Manage Wild�res

DOI Office of  Wildland Fire



Where Drones Flew Fire Missions in 2017
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Oregon
340

Alaska
169

California
103

Idaho
28

Montana
24

Wyoming
14

Arizona
13

Washington
7

New Mexico
3

Minnesota
3

Florida
2

Utah
1

�ights by state

Drones Support Coordinated Fire Operations

Provide high-accuracy
maps of the �re area

Monitor conditions in real time

Assess post�re damage

Find hotspots

Detect
dangers and

identify
escape routes

camera sensors other supplies

FAA-approved
training

Annual certi�cation

208
�ights

DOI Drone UsePilot requirements

2010

DOI’s Drone Fleet 312 aircraft �own by 200 pilots 4,976
�ights

2017




