




















for the gas produced by ensuring that higher volume facilities have more
frequent equipment inspections and heating value determinations.

* Final Rule: Methane Waste Prevention— updates the BLM’s 30-year-old
venting and flaring rules to require common sense and cost-effective
measures to reduce the waste of gas, recognizing recent technological
advances in oil and gas production. The rule aims to reduce the waste of gas
and release of methane from flaring, venting, and leaking during oil and gas
production on public and Indian lands, while increasing our nation’s natural
gas supplies, reducing environmental damage from venting and flaring, and
ensuring a fair return for Federal taxpayers, Tribes, and states.

 Final Rule: Hydraulic Fracturing on Federal and Indian Lands -
requires oil and gas operators to publicly disclose all chemicals used during
the stimulations of a well by fracturing; includes an expanded set of
evaluation tools; better guidance on how trade secret claims are handled,;
and revised records retention requirements. Implementation is on hold
pending litigation.

» The BLM completed three major automation achievements to improve efficiencies
in the BLM oil and gas program this year.

* Proposed Rule: Onshore Order #1 (E-filing of Drilling Permit
Applications)— increases efficiencies in the management of oil and gas
operations, including drill permit approvals. The BLM’s improved online
permitting system reduces processing times for most permits by 50%. The
current average number for permit processing time to drill on BLM public
lands is 220 days, but online permitting drops that to 115 days.

» National Fluid Lease Sale System (NFLSS)- automates the way members
of the public and industry nominate lands for possible oil and gas
development. With the new online service, expressions of interest (EOIs)
may be entered electronicatly for BLM review and processing. EOIs reflect
the desire on behalf of the public or industry to see specific lands made
available for competitive oil and gas leasing. In September, the BLM held
its first online oil and gas lease sale under new authority from Congress.

* Online Oil and Gas Lease Sale— as part of the National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA) for FY2015, Congress amended the Mineral
Leasing Act to allow the BLM to conduct online lease sales. The BLM
estimates that internet-based auctions could increase aggregate lease sale
revenues by about $2 million a year. The BLM believes that online sales
have the potential to generate greater competition by making participation
easier, which has the potential to increase bonus bids. BLM's Eastern States



Office held the first online auction in September, and offered nearly 4,400
acres. All parcels offered were sold.

* O/G Workforce: To meet the management and oversight requirements of the Oil
and Gas program, the BLM has needed well-trained and experienced workforce. In
recent years, the BLM, in cooperation with DOI has pursued higher pay rates, as
well as completing BLM-wide corporate hiring and training efforts to ensure we
have skilled Petroleum Engineer and Petroleum Engineering Technician workforce
in place to meet the demands on the ground.

* Coal Reform and PEIS: In January 2015, the Department announced a
comprehensive review to examine a broad array of concerns about the federal coal
program following critical reports issued by the GAO and OIG; as well as Congress
and the public. Six public scoping meetings were held across the country in May
and June. Approximately 2,000 people attended the meetings, which were held in
Casper, Wyo.; Salt Lake City, Utah; Knoxville, Tenn.: Grand Junction, Colo.;
Seattle, Wash; and Pittsburgh, Pa. The BLM is using the input from the meetings
and the comments from the American public to help identify and evaluate potential
reforms to the Federal coal leasing program to ensure it provides a fair return 1o
taxpayers and accounts for environmental impacts, while continuing to help meet
the nation’s energy needs.






* These regulations will reduce costs for solar developers and provide more
certainty for wind and solar developers.

Solar Energy: Solar energy potential in the Southwest is some of the highest in the
world. The BLM manages more than 19 million acres of public lands with
excellent solar energy potential in 6 states: California, Nevada, Arizona, New
Mexico, Colorado and Utah; and since 2009 the BLM has authorized 36 solar
projects

Wind Energy: The BLM manages 20.6 million acres of public lands with wind
potential. The BLM has authorized over 11 wind projects and 100 wind energy
testing sites.

Geothermal Energy: The BLM has also approved 13 geothermal projects.

Biomass and Bioenergy: BLM manages approximately 69 million acres of forests
and woodlands. About 16 million acres need restoration. The BLM is increasing the
use of small-diameter material from forestry, fuels and rangeland treatments. The
demand for biomass is expected to increase as bioenergy facilities come on-line to
produce heat, fuel, or electricity.






project will create between 1,100 and 1,200 jobs.

TransWest Express: TransWest Express LLC plans to construct and
opcrate an approximately 700-mile-long, 600-kV transmission line which
will facilitate the development of new wind projects in Wyoming. The

developer estimates that at peak construction the project will create between
1,035 and 1,550 jobs.















* Some National Conservation lands are so remote they were among the last places in

the U. S. to be mapped. They are ruggedly beautiful, untouched places for you to
discover and explore.

Places Worth Protecting:

National Conservation Lands tell America’s story, providing a tour of the history
and cultures of the West.

Experience one of the darkest night skies left in America in the Grand Staircase-
Escatante National Monument, which is also the site of the discovery of nearly 20
new dinosaur species,

Visitors to National Conservation Lands generate about $400 million per year,
helping to drive the economy.

Visitors to National Monuments and NCAs support nearly $750 million in states'
economic output, $250 million in labor income, and 6,900 jobs.
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* The BLM estimates that full implementation of the RMPs will be able 1o
provide 278 million board feet (mmbf) per year in total timber harvest. The

BLM will create harvest timber opportunities using the principles of
ecological forestry.

* In response to public input, the plan will also increase recreation and
tourism opportunities in Western Oregon by designating 20 percent of the
planning areas as Recreation Management Areas (RMAs)

* The BLM estimates the RMPs will increase annual harvest value from $23
million to $51 million, the value of recreation will increase from $223

million to $271 million, and the contributions to jobs will increase from
7,900 to 8,500,
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surround the newly designated San Juan Islands National Monument in Washington
State. The Deschutes River canyon in Oregon boasts a world-famous steelhead and
redband trout fishery.

The BLM’s 59 permanent fisheries biologists work with partners to 1) Protect —=The
protection of existing high quality habitats is the core of any conservation program.
2) Reconncet — Reconnecting fragmented and isolated fish and wildlife populations
is essential to long term species survival. 3) Restore — The restoration of degraded
habitats helps bring back healthy fish populations and 4) Sustain - Conservation is
an ongoeing process that we must sustain. Engaging the communities that live in
and around our watersheds is a critical approach.

Although the states manage the animals, the BLM manages wildlife habitat
primarily in western shrublands, grasslands, woodlands, forests and riparian areas
as well as glaciers and Arctic tundra in Alaska.

16






for rehabilitation and restoration.
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burros is approximately 26,715 animals. As of March 1, 2016, public rangelands
were home to nearly 70,000 wild horses and burros; the BLM is currently caring for
nearly 50,000 animals in off-range corrals and pastures. Animals living in off-range
corrals and pastures cost American taxpayers up to $50,000 over the course of each
animal’s life.

* As part of the BLM’s focus on heaithy horses and burros and healthy public
rangelands, the BLM is dedicated to finding solutions that can slow population
growth on the range. The BLM is investing $11 million over the next four to five
years to develop new tools for managing wild horses and burros, including longer-
lasting birth control.

* By continuing existing partnerships and forging new ones, the BLM can redouble
its efforts to train more wild horses and burros and place more animals in good
homes. For example, the BLM’s partnership with the Mustang Heritage Foundation
has helped place 7,300 animals in suitable homes over the last ten years.

BLM Media Statement

The National Wild Horse and Burro Advisory Board is an independent panel
comprised of members of the public that make recommendations to the Bureau of Land
Management regarding its management of wild horses and burros. The BLM is
committed 1o having healthy horses on healthy rangelands. We will continue to care
Jor and seek good homes Jor animals that have been removed Jrom the range. The
BLM does not and will not euthanize healthy animals. The agency continues to seek
new and better tools for managing the nation's quickly expanding population of wild
horses. There are nearly 70,000 horses on public lands in the West -- three times the
recommended level -- and nearly 50,000 additional horses that have been removed
Jrom the range and are available Jor adoption. The cost of caring for each animal that
goes unadopted can be nearly $50,000.
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The final rule establishes several new opportunities for early public
involvement during the planning process.

The final rule recognizes the vital partnerships that exist between the
BLM and tribal, state, and local governments by providing special
opportunities for cooperation and collaboration.

The rule enhances the consistency between the BLM's land use
plans and the plans of other governments.

The final rule supports the BLM’s continued use of high quality data,
reaffirming the importance of using the best available science and
technology as a foundation for land use planning and management.

The final rule provides the BLM flexibility to plan across traditional
administrative boundaries in order to address complex land management
issues.
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* Team Rubicon’s mission is a perfect fit for the BLM Fire Program, providing an
opportunity for veterans to acquire jobs, gain skills, and develop interests in careers
with the BLM or other Federal agencies in fire and other land management areas.
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enhance habitat quality through purposeful management. Where there are
unavoidable impacts to habitat from development, the plans will require
mitigation efforts to enhance and improve sage-grouse habitat.

* Reduce threat of rangeland fire — Rangeland fire can lead to the
conversion of previously healthy sagebrush habitat into non-native,
cheatgrass-dominated landscapes. Experts have identified fire as one of the
greatest threats to sagebrush habitat, particularly in the Great Basin region
of Idaho, Utah, Nevada, Oregon and California. The plans seek to fight the
spread of cheatgrass and other invasive species, position wildland fire
management resources for more effective rangeland fire response, and
accelerate the restoration of fire-impacted landscapes to native grasses and
sagebrush.

* Going forward, the BLM and USFS will continue to engage states and counties
through mechanisms such as formal implementation agreements and collaboration
with the Sage Grouse Task Force.

* The BLM and USFS will also continue to engage local partners on site- and
project-specific issues.






the future,

Fossils are the remains and traces of once-living organisms, preserved in rocks of
the Earth's crust. They convey the story of the beginning and end of extraordinary
varieties of ocean-dwelling, fresh-water, and terrestrial creatures in the Earth’s
history.

BLM-managed lands in the West and in Alaska hold some of the world's best
outdoor laboratories for studying the fossilized remains of plant and animal life,
which span from 10,000 years old to hundreds of millions of years old.

Interesting facts:

Many of the fossils that you see in museums all over the country came from your
public lands,

The BLM's Cleveland-Lloyd Dinosaur Quarry in Utah is home to the largest
concentration of large meat-eating dinosaurs ever found.

Hundreds of new dinosaurs and other fossil species have been discovered in BLM's
Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument in Utah since it was designated in
1996.

Fossils in the fossil record are important evidence of changing climates in the past.









nearly 200 locations agency-wide. We also have vibrant programs for Artists-in-
Residence and Teachers on the Public Lands.
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