Wrangell-St. Elias National Park

Subsistence Resource Commission

P.O. Box 439
Mile 106.8 Richardson Hwy.
Copper Center, AK 99573

October 21, 2015

Tim Towarak, Chair

Federal Subsistence Board

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Office of Subsistence Management
1011 E. Tudor Road, MS-121
Anchorage, AK 99503

Dear Chairman Towarak:

The Wrangell-St. Elias National Park Subsistence Resource Commission (SRC) met in Tazlina,
Alaska, on October 19 and 20, 2015. The SRC reviewed the federal subsistence wildlife
proposals for the Wrangell-St. Elias area being considered for the 2016-2018 regulatory cycle
and would like to provide comments for the following proposals:

WP16-18: Allow the use of bait to harvest brown bears in Units 11 and 12

The Wrangell-St. Elias National Park Subsistence Resource Commission supports WP16-18 as
written. This proposal was submitted by the commission. It does not pose a conservation
concern. Based on the experience in Unit 13, where brown bear baiting was recently authorized
under State of Alaska regulations, it is not anticipated that harvest would increase significantly.
Regarding concerns about food conditioning, most of the bait used is natural materials.
Additionally, baiting of black bears is currently allowed, and brown bears are already feeding at
the bait stations.

WP16-20: Modify the harvest restrictions for Dall sheep in Unit 11

The Wrangell-St. Elias National Park Subsistence Resource Commission supports an amended
version of WP16-20. Specifically, the SRC recommends amending the proposal to restrict the
harvest of Dall sheep in Unit 11 to any ram. Given stable to increasing sheep populations in our
area, a %-curl or larger restriction for subsistence users is not needed at this time. Protecting ewes
helps to grow the sheep population. An any-ram harvest limit would preserve subsistence
opportunity with minimal impact on the sheep population. Once the results of the upcoming
sheep study are available, there will be an opportunity to use the results of that study to help
make further decisions about sheep harvest regulations.
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WP16-60: Rescind the closure for the caribou hunt in a portion of Unit 12 (Chisana herd)

The Wrangell-St. Elias National Park Subsistence Resource Commission supports WP16-60 as
modified in the OSM preliminary conclusion. The proposal would provide additional subsistence
opportunity for federally qualified subsistence users in the local area, in the communities that the
SRC represents. It is difficult to access the herd during the hunting season, and the proposed
change is not likely to significantly increase the harvest. We continue to be concerned about the
small size of the herd, and support retaining the Superintendent’s ability to set the number of
permiits as a tool to use in managing the hunt.

WP16-67: Change the season, harvest limit, and harvest means for beaver trapping in
Units 12 and 20E

The Wrangell-St. Elias National Park Subsistence Resource Commission supports the proposal
as written. The proposed change does not pose a biological concern. Currently, the federal
regulations are more restrictive than the state ones. This proposal would align the state and
federal regulations.

WP16-68: Change the season and harvest limit for lynx trapping in Units 12 and 20E

The Wrangell-St. Elias National Park Subsistence Resource Commission supports the proposal
as written. Currently, federal regulations are more restrictive than state regulations. Aligning the
federal and state regulations would reduce confusion.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely, ]
ﬁimcll /
Chair

cc: NPS Alaska Regional Director
Superintendent, Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve
Southcentral and Eastern Interior Regional Advisory Councils
Governor of Alaska

Chair: Karen Linnell; Members: Suzanne McCarthy, Dan Stevens, Don Horrell, Don Welty, Gloria Stickwan, Robert
Fithian, Sue Entsminger




LAKE CLARK NATIONAL PARK
SUBSISTENCE RIBSOURCE COMMISSION
1 Park Place
Port Alsworth, AK 99653

November 20, 2015

Ms. Molly B. Chythlook, Chair

Bristol Bay Regional Advisory Council
¢/o U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

1011 East Tudor Road MS 121
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Dear Ms. Chythlook,

The Lake Clark National Park Subsistence Resource Commission (SRC) met in Port Alsworth, Alaska on
October 7, 2015. The SRC reviewed the federal subsistence wildlife proposals for the Lake Clark area
being considered for the 2016-2018 regulatory cycle and would like lo provide comments for the
following proposals:

WP16-23: Increase the number of permits available for harvest of brown bear in Unit 9B within
Lake Clark National Park and Preserve

The Lake Clark National Park Subsistence Resource Commission supports WP16-23 as written. This
proposal was submitted by a resident of Port Alsworth. It does nol pose a conservation concern since it
does not change the total number of brown bears permitted to be harvested, it only makes the distribution
of the permits more equitable.

WP16-24: Federal lands in Units 9B and 9C be closed to the hunting of moose, except by Federally

qualified subsistence users
The Lake Clark National Park Subsistence Resource Commission discussed this proposal and decided not

to comment on this proposal.

WP16029/30: Caribou seasons in Unit 9B and portions of Unit 17 be extended from Aug. 1 - Mar.
15 to Aug. 1 — Mar 31

The Lake Clark National Park Subsistence Resource Commission supports WP16-29/30 as modified in
the OSM preliminary conclusion. The proposed change does not pose a biological concern. The proposal
would provide federally qualified subsistence users additional opportunity to harvest caribou as well as
align federal and state regulations.

Thank you for the oppoitunity to comment.

Sincerely,

22 =

Glen Alsworth Sr., Chair
Lake Clark National Park
Subsistence Resource Commission

ce: NPS Alaska Regional Director
Superintendent, Lake Clark National Park and Preserve

Chair: Glen Alsworth Sr.; Members: Lary Hill, George Alexie, Bill Trefon Sr., Seth Kroenke, Tinny Hedlund, Lyle
Wilder, Steve Kahn



GATES OF THE ARCTIC NATIONAL PARK
SUBSISTENCE RESOURCE COMMISSION
4175 Geist Road
Fairbanks, AK. 99709
(907) 455-0639 or FAX (907) 455-0601

November 25, 2015

Mr. Tim Towarak, Chair
Federal Subsistence Board
3601 C Street, Suite 1030
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Dear Mr. Towarak,

At our most recent meeting of the Gates of the Arctic National Park Subsistence Resource
Commission on November 9-10, 2015 in Fairbanks, Alaska, the Commission took the following
positions regarding Federal Subsistence 2016 -2018 Wildlife Proposals:

WP16-37: Proposal to request changes to caribou harvest regulations in Units 21D, 22, 23, 24,
26A, and 26B, including: reduction in harvest limits; shortening bull and cow seasons; creation
of new hunt areas and to be announced seasons; and a prohibition on the take of calves and cows
with calves.

SRC Vote: Support proposal strictly for Unit 24, similar to the Western Interior RAC vote.
Justification: Regulation changes are needed at this time due to declining numbers in the
Western Arctic Caribou Herd.

WP16-40: Proposal to allow a resident of Unit 24A, 24B, and 24C to use an artificial light when
taking a black bear, including a sow accompanied by cub(s), at a den site within portions of
Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve that are within Unit 24A, 24B, or 24C, October
15-April 30.

SRC Vote: Support OSM’s modification.

Justification: This is a long-standing traditional way of hunting black bears for the Koyukon
Athabascan people of this region.

WP16-41: Proposal to request changing the harvest limit for sheep in that portion of Units 24A
and 24B within Gates of the Arctic National Park from 3 sheep to 3 sheep not to exceed 1 ewe. It
also requests that the horns of sheep taken within Gates of the Arctic National Park be excluded
from sealing requirements.

SRC Vote: Support, similar to the Western Interior RAC vote.

Justification: Due to declining sheep numbers in the Central Brooks range, ewe harvest
limitations are needed at this time. Once sheep numbers recover, a proposal will be submitted to
revert back to any three sheep. Additionally, support the proposal not including OSM’s
modification; replacing the suggested Federal Subsistence permit system with community
harvest collection.



WP16-42: Proposal to request opening a winter moose season in that portion of Unit 24B
upstream of the Henshaw Creek drainage.

SRC Vote: Support

Justification: It offers mmeased Subsistence opportunity.

WP16-48: Proposal to request allowing a Federally qualified subsistence user to use a
snowmachine to position a caribou, wolf, or wolverine for harvest so long as the hunter does not
shoot these animals from a moving snowmachine.

SRC Vote: Support as written.

Justification: Local-users m resident zone communities of Gates of the Arctic hunt in this
fashion.

WP16-49: Proposal to request that in Unit 23 the caribou harvest limit be reduced from 15 to 5
per day, lengthening the closure on cow harvest, prohibiting harvest of cows with calves from
July 1 to October 10, and closing of bull harvest from October 10 to January 31.

SRC Vote: Support OSM’s modification

Justification: Regulation changes are needed at this time due to declining numbers in the
Western Arctic Caribou Herd.

WP16-54: Proposal to request that the Federal subsistence season for sheep within Unit 23
remainder (Schwatka Mountains), be split into two areas by establishing a new hunt area. A
revision of harvest limits and seasons is also requested. :

SRC Vote: Support OSM’s modification

Justification: Regulation changes are needed at this time due to declining numbers in the Dall’s
sheep population in the Schwatka Mountains.

Sincerely,

%ue Com ck, Gates of the Arctic SRC Chair
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Jack Reakoff, Gates of the Arctic SRC Vice-Chair
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ILouie Commiack Jr. (Chairperson), Jack ReakofY (Vice-Chairperson), Taqulik Hepa, Tim Fickus, Pollock Simon Sr., Hugh Bifelt, and Sally
Custer
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