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PROCEEDINGS
(Kodiak, Alaska - 9/30/2015)
(On record)

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Good morning.
Mitch and Della, are you on the line.

MS. TRUMBLE: Della, I"m here.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: We®"ll give Mitch a
few more minutes.

MR. SIMEONOFF: Good morning, this is
Mitch.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Good morning,
Mitch. Anyone from Karluk on the line.

(No comments)

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: We"re hoping to
have somebody from Karluk on the line this morning
under our tribal governments to give a report.

(Pause)
MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Go ahead.

MS. DEATHERAGE: Good morning
everybody. This is Karen Deatherage, the Council
coordinator. First, 1°d like to remind the Council we
do have two motions that were tabled yesterday that are
currently on the floor.

We have the wildlife proposal, No. 16-
21, and that proposal is waiting for -- pending a
report from the area biologist before the Council makes
a decision.

The second proposal is for the Board of
Fish, No. 194. A copy of that has been given to you
this morning. There are also copies of that proposal
on the table in the back for the public. And we are
waiting for a report from the area biologist before a
decision is made on that proposal. There was a request
from one of the Council members yesterday for an
analysis, a Staff analysis from Fish and Game on the
Board of Fish Proposal, No. 194. We were informed by
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Fish and Game that that analysis will not be a
available until February prior to the Board of Fish
Board meeting.

Secondly, 1 did want to make a comment
about yesterday®s meeting and, in particular, the FRMP
process, the Fisheries Resource Monitoring Program.

One of the things that 1°ve noticed, and I"ve been here
a very short period of time, but -- is that this
Council, in the last two cycles, anyway, have always
been the Ffirst Council out of the gate to meet, the
Kodiak Council has, and often the Staff prepares these
new presentations and you guys are the ones that get
the first shot at it. And we want to let you know
that, Ffirst of all, we really appreciate the time and
the energy that you put into it because it helps the
Staff work out a lot of tweaks for our next meetings
coming up. And even though it may take some time, your
input has very much been appreciated. We went through
that last year with the rural determination process.
And 1 can tell you that 1, proudly, told the folks back
at the office that the majority of the comments that
were valid that came in were from this Council and the
public meeting here in Kodiak. And, again, you were
the first one to get the report on the latest update on
the rural determination.

So, although it takes some time, we
want to let you know that we really appreciate it.

Thank you.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Do we have Karluk
on the line?

(Comments)

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: I think we"ll come
out of recess and go right into tribal government
reports. It is 9:08. And for tribal government

reports, we"ve got Tom Lance with Sun"aq Tribe of
Kodiak.

MR. LANCE: Good morning everyone.
Madame Chair. Council. My name is Tom Lance with
Sun®aq Tribe of Kodiak, Natural Resources Department
Director.

I just want to give a quick update
reminding us of where we were at at the last meeting.
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The tribal council is still very concerned about the
sea otter. You heard Tribal Vice Chair, John Reft,
yesterday, speak about that.

They"re also very concerned about the
ghost pot fishing going on, derelict crab pots.

Now, to add more to the -- fuel to the
fire, | guess, things that they"re also concerned
about, and these have developed now since the last time
we met, the issue of invasive species with crayfish in
Buskin Lake. They"ve been there for some time,
according to Don Tracy, from Fish and Game, but now
with the current trend, with maybe warming climate,
warmer waters, perhaps these critters will become more
of a problem than what they®ve been in the past and
that"s something that we want to find out more about,
learn about. Sun®aq Tribe is pursuing grant money to
try to team up with KRAA, the Kodiak Regional Aqua
Culture, and Fish and Game as well as Kodiak Saltwater
Conservation District, who has been pretty active doing
incidental trapping to supplement what Fish and Game
has done in the past. And this year they changed their
trapping technique and actually found enough crayfish
to make us kind of wonder, you know, do these guys --
are perhaps successful because they found clutches of
eggs on some of the females. So we would like to know
where they"re going in the Buskin watershed and what
their potential impact may be to our fishery because
Buskin watershed, as you know, is the largest
subsistence fishery we have on the island, per capita,
1 guess.

So that"s that.

And then something that®"s been going on
for many years but never really caught much attention
because it"s needed, it"s for defense of our nation,
but it"s the military training exercises that are
annually held, or nearly annually held in the Gulf of
Alaska. And this past year it came to a new level of
attention because of the timing of it. Before it had
been in the winter, during seasons when they -- we --
everybody thought it would have less impact on
fisheries and that sort of thing, and subsistence
fishery, again, is our major concern. What kind of
impact does the Navy training exercises in the Gulf of
Alaska have on salmon migrating past. And this year
the exercise began in middle of May and ended May 29th,
I believe, or thereabouts. And here we have a user of
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a resource, the largest Federal agency, by any account
using the resource but, yet, they“"re not here talking
about what impacts they have on our resources. And the
Aleutian Island Chain, the whole coast of Alaska has
suffered quite a bit of impact from many different
disasters since World War 11, not to mention, you know,
the most recent ones with Exxon Valdez and then now
with -- even Alaska Aero Space and their exploding
rocket here recently. We don"t know anything about
that yet. They haven™t released too many details about
what kind of Impacts it may have on marine resources.

So 1 don"t know if any of you saw the
paper yesterday, an article was in an insert called
Native Roots, it"s an annual publication by the paper
every year, and Sun®aq Tribe presented a couple of
paragraphs regarding the Navy protest that we staged
this year. And I would like to just read through it
very quickly because I think it succinctly captures
everything that we were concerned about without going
into great details here.

The land and sea are our lifeblood with
connections intertwining our culture, yet, this past
June and, again, over most of the previous 30 years the
US Navy and other military branches have trained and
practiced in the Gulf of Alaska waters with little or
no understanding for the environmental consequences
they may impart. On June 10th, 2015 Sun"aq Tribe of
Kodiak and Native Village of Afognak Tribal Councils
joined in a formal government to government
consultation with DOD representatives. On all accounts
tribal leaders admonished DOD Navy for disregarding
aspects of life in the Gulf, including the local people
with some ancestral ties predating the fourth
millennium BC. Our declarations to oppose the Navy and
others potentially causing degradation to the Gulf of
Alaska are not based on emotion, they are more than
supported by science and recent legal rulings that have
banned harmful naval training practices off the coast
of Hawaii and California.

Sun®aqg Tribe wishes to thank all of you
for protesting, reporting, sharing information about
the people of the Kodiak Archipelago and our ecosystem
that sustains us. Kodiak Island Borough, several
tribes, various fishermen all agree on one issue, the
Navy"s use of the Gulf of Alaska for certain training
activities is unacceptable if it harms the web of life
from krill to whales. Kodiak and other Alaskan
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communities have been under duress from various
disasters since World War 1l and we appear to be near a
tipping point for the natural resources based systems
our communities are built upon.

So that"s our report. And we hope to
continue working with the Navy to mitigate any impacts
that they may have.

Thank you.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Thank you, Tom.
Do we have any questions or comments for Tom from the
Council.

Yes, Tom.

MR. SCHWANTES: Yeah, Tom, is there any
evidence that there"s been harm to our resources as a
result of the Gulf activity?

MR. LANCE: We have no positive
conclusive evidence.

What"s interesting is, is that just two
weeks prior to the Navy arriving for their exercises,
another Naval detachment was here investigating cites
leftover from World War 11 that still needed
remediation. And when 1 spoke to those folks they had
no idea that their counterparts would be back up here
two weeks later putting more ordinance and possibly
toxic materials back in the water. And so they were
very upset. We"re upset that there®s no plans for a
cleanup of this material that is -- some of it is being
deposited off shore, potentially on the Continental
Shelf, Portlock Bank, as an example, it"s a very, very
important fishery for our community, including
subsistence use when they don®"t catch them right local
here in the bay.

But, yeah, a lot of the material that
they use is off shore in very deep water, but we still
are concerned about the impacts because nobody has
studied it, we don"t know. And as far as the whales
go, we understand that a lot of the whales have died
recently because of perhaps toxins, (indiscernible)
acid and saxitoxin, things like that. But NOAA folks,
they aren®t here today to give us a report on that.
1°d like to hear more about that too.
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Thank you.
MR. SCHWANTES: Thank you, Tom.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Any further
questions or comments for Tom.

(No comments)

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: We have John Reft,
did you want to speak.

MR. REFT: John Reft, the Vice Chair of
Sun®ag. Commenting on the Navy out in that area,
blasting.

I spent Five years out there with one
of the best, hardest fishermen on Kodiak Island fishing
king crab. We fished 10 to 15 miles off shore, it was
dangerous but out there was the biggest stock of crab
that Kodiak Island had, and nobody could compete out
there with Mr. Google, the guy 1 fished with, the
captain of the Widgeon. They were all scared to Ffish
out there, that"s why it was so good. But I seen crew
members come and go, one after another, said we were
crazy but the money was good and the crab were
fantastic. When we"d come in with the Kking crab,
there"d be a line of boats unloading and whoever was
under the lift they moved them and always put us in.
There was a lot of resentment to Mr. Google because
they wanted those section crab, they were so huge. And
I never saw crab like that anywhere in the years down
in the Alitak and all over that, 1 fished as a
commercial fishermen. And these stocks of crab were
out there in mid-winter when it was touch and that"s
the area where the Navy was blasting. And when I found
this out, then 1 started mentioning it to the council
at meetings and kept it up, nothing was happening, and
pretty soon word got out in town and this and that and
everybody got together and formed a protest down there
on the city dock. But it was too late.

But, to me, the Navy does not care, all
they want to do -- at that time they were talking
320,000 pounds to 620,000, and that just blew my mind
because the stocks out there -- and 1 mean you“re
talking halibut, king, tanner crab, all those shellfish
and stuff, but not counting the salmon, herring and
everything else that go through there during the time
they"re blasting.
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And 1 did not agree with it and,
further, we got together with the coastal areas from
the -- like Cordova, Eyak Nation, Homer, Kenai, Kodiak,
Ouzinkie, Port Lyons, the Native Village of Afognak and
we all got together there and 1 made an agreement in
Anchorage with Miller, from Kenai, that the information
that we have would be sent to a guy in Cordova that was
working on this for next year and all that information
would be put together in one unit and Tom, our
biologist, is supposed to send his information to them
so we could all work together on it to protest it next
year, the bombing, get them out of there.

And then later on after we got this
thing going, I™m watching TV In the morning at 5:00
a.m., National Geographic, my wife"s not there and I
can watch it then, but here comes the Navy blasting off
of California and they"re denying they“re doing any
damage, the officer that was on TV, denied there was no
damage whatsoever from the bombing, from the sonar,
tests and what they were doing. Then right after that
was over, | thought that was the end of it and here
comes another Ffilm on the same topic, and it showed
where they were bombing out there, there was like a
school of 70 dolphins got so scared and disoriented,
that they beached right in a harbor on the sand and the
people were down there fighting to get them back in the
water so they"d live and seven of them died, but this
denial of destruction | do not agree with from them.
And the guy that came to our meeting, when we talked
with them, and we didn®"t want it to happen, like Tom
probably said, he told us face to face there"s no
problem whatsoever, but when you get whales and
different things dying out there, there®s a reason for
it and those tests should not be allowed in our
traditional fishing waters where they can destroy a lot
of things.

And that"s my objection, backing up
Tom"s statement. |1 came in too late to hear it all,
but I"m sure he covered it thoroughly. So that"s the
last on that comment.

The other one was from yesterday.

When there was predators, like in the
fishery, when 1 was a kid, | remember that one of the
biggest predators that the Fish and Game said that that
we had was the Dolly Varden. They eat the eggs in the
river in the fall and the fry when they come down in
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the spring, and they had a five cent bounty on the tail
back then. These are really predators. And 1 object
to them making it a sportfishery out of it. This is
detrimental to the whole salmon industry and
everything. They"re protected. All we"re doing is
hurting ourselves. And there®s a lot of them out
there. For instance, 1 checked just to see how bad it
was. So | caught a Dolly Varden in the Buskin above
the airport bridge, it was about that long (indicating)
and I cut it open and I checked the stomach and 1
counted 90 salmon fry in one Dolly Varden.

MS. LEE: Wow.

MR. REFT: 90. And I could not believe
it because they were still intact in the stomach. They
eat and they get full, they go aside, then they come
back and eat again. They just keep doing that, and
that"s not counting the eggs in the fall, what they do
to them. So that"s very objectionable to protect the
Dolly Varden in my opinion.

The other one is the Buskin River and
all the rivers on the road system here are getting
overrun with bears. They"re so protected by the Fish
and Game, and even the Coast Guard, you cannot do
anything out in the Buskin River to sportfish to
protect yourself and your family. And the bears are
all over the place, all the rivers, it"s getting
dangerous and it won"t be long before people start
getting mauled or killed. And 1 told them, 1 said, if
I"m out there with my grandkids, 1 says, 111 go down
fighting to protect them, law or no law. Just like the
people from up north, when they got to feed their
families, they"ll go down fighting right to the end,
jJjust to keep their families alive and survival and
subsistence.

But this road system has to be
protected when we get bears running around and Acrombie
for years and now Manashka Road, coming through town,
the houses on Spruce Cape, up by Safeway, they ought to
have an open season, let Dick Rohrer and them come in
there and thin them out, protect the town.

(Laughter)
MR. REFT: There®s too damn many bears

and they"re overly protected. And each one that has
cubs comes down that river and teaches them how to
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survive, how to fish and then they come back with their
own and it just keeps building up, building up, and
they"re still protected, but we"re not protected.

I think that®"s enough on my comments.
Thank you, Madame Chair.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Thank you, John.
You did mention about the ghost pots, do you have any
comments about that.

MR. REFT: On the what?

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: On the ghost pots,
you mentioned that early on?

MR. REFT: Ghost pots?

MR. LANCE: The crab pots.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: The crab pots.
MR. REFT: Oh.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Did you want to
comment on the crab pots.

MR. REFT: Oh, yeah, excuse me. Yeah,
the crab pots, to me, were not the problem out here, it
was the sea otter, not the crab pots.

The crab pots are so small, the meshes
deteriorate eventually or -- and regulations, you got
to have that -- | can"t even remember what it"s called
now, yeah, to disintegrate after time so they can get
out. But If you go out in the Buskin and you work the
area, I"m not a pencil and paper person. 1 go out
physically, 1 know what"s there, 1 know what"s going
on, I"ve fished this whole island all my life. 1 know
every rock and petal and what goes on, and that"s
personal knowledge. And if there®s any objection with
your pencil and paper, that"s not good enough for me.
You have to go out and see what®"s going on personally
in order to be able to speak your peace on it. There"s
a lot of sea otter out there now and they®re cleaning
up everything. |If they“"re not regulated somehow we"ll
have nothing left out there, just like Antone®s and the
rest of these bays, now they®"re working down the east
side. You heard them state that, some of the guy —-- |
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think it was Mitch and some of them from down in the
south end. But there®s a lot of activity that goes on
beyond Womens Bay here and I*m not just referring to
Womens Bay, 1"m talking about the area, and how
detrimental certain species are to us.

(Pause)
MR. REFT: Oh, yeah, thank you, Tom.

I just came back from Fairbanks from an
AMBCC meeting. And periodically 1 go as an alternate
to fill in but my time span hits just right when
there®s something that"s really important on the table.
And at this session that 1 just got through with, it
went Monday through Friday, it was good, especially on
the emperor goose, that was one of the main topics
because for years we®ve been bringing this to the table
and 1 happened to be there on the occasions when it
came up and 1 was happy to be there again.

But they wanted it open, the regional
reps from up North, they all wanted it open because of
the amount of geese and their statement said they did
not think they did an accurate survey and they want the
open season. And so did Kodiak, and I was representing
them, and 1 said yeah, well, that"s what we want too.
So we worked together on it and then the State and the
Feds came up with three options that were worked out
with the regions, and then came down to a point to vote
on the options and there was so many objections from up
North, even i1If some of us were voting on behalf of our
membership, what they wanted, there was so many
objections from up North we had to call a Native caucus
to talk it over, so we did. Everybody filed out. We
had an hour meeting and discussed it. There were
tentative arguments, but able to work together and come
to a point. And what they did was they decided that
they needed more time and instead of going into 2017
and not having a 2016 opening, that Pete Probasco, from
the Feds, said that they would work on it and his last
statement was they"ll work on it, and there is a
possibility of somewhat of an opening for 2016 yet,
even if we decided to wait until 2017 and give us more
time to hash it over and come to an agreement on it.

So It was very good to work with them.

And the Native caucus, when we met,
they decided that we were at the point in life where we
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needed to get together, like we were in the caucus and
stick together as one unit on decisions, so that we
couldn®t be split up and dictated to and stuff, that it
was very good. So that was the final outcome of the
meeting. They are going to go ahead and work on the
emperor goose opening some more. There is a
possibility, even if it was voted to keep it closed
until 2017.

Thank you.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Thank you, John.
Do we have any questions or comments for John, from the
Council.

Yes, Mr. Holmes.

MR. HOLMES: Yeah, Johnny. It"s really
good that Sun®ag is here and you, in particular,
because you have such a long history in Kodiak. And 1
think we"1l probably hear a little more from the
Migratory Bird folks. Tom was gracious enough to ask
Coral and 1 to attend the AMBCC meeting at Sun"aq a
couple of weeks ago. And at that point we asked them
-- we were told that the threshold discussions and the
harvest of 3,500 emperor geese proposed for next year,
that that was decided upon by Washington, DC, and so we
asked their representative to send to Karen the
transcripts of that meeting in Washington, DC, but
something happened, it got lost and 1 don"t think it
was anybody®s fault. 1 did get some information on
that. And then after your meeting 1 was talking with
some folks back in context, out of state, let"s say,
and they said that the main decision on the 3,500 came
out of the Anchorage Staff, and so then | sent a
request back asking to have a copy of transcripts of
that meeting and a summary. But I did get some of that
information from their coordinator, 1 think who"s going
to talk on the phone later this morning, and just to
find out how that was developed. And also chatting
with Dan Rosenberg, he®"s the State representative on
the Flyaway Council, | guess they"ve been going through
a year long program reviewing the survey technique and
methodology for making estimates on the population, and
I know you"ve gone up in SuperCubs to look at salmon in
streams and know what aerial survey is all about, it"s
tough to do and you have to give those folks a pat on
the back for trying to cover so much area at once. But
at least the preliminary results when they had this
hired -- a volunteer statistician was that their
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estimates might be off as much as 90 percent or more,
the variance on it so. So I guess that is scheduled to
be presented coming up sometime in the next few months.

So 1 think it was most commendable for
folks up in Fairbanks to say, well, let"s wait a minute
and let"s get down and look at it because the testimony
our Council has gotten and -- from Coral and other
folks here in town, from local guides, is that, you
know, we have a fair number of geese here during their
survey period and also Della®s working on a similar
type of program out west on the Peninsula. So I"m very
hopeful, particularly with the help of Sun®*aq and the
various tribal councils around the state that we might
have a more thorough examination on the goose thing,
because the 3,500, that kind of falls iIn the area --
and 1 know when people are hungry they get what they
need, and 1 know folks here in Kodiak and out west,
have been very, very scrupulous on not hunting emperor
geese because they wanted to get a general opening.

MR. REFT: Yeah.

MR. HOLMES: And, you know, up north,
they take an average on the subsistence surveys of 32
to 35 to 3,600 and the best 1 can gather, and correct
me, 1 think you might have gotten the same feeling, is
that"s where the 3,500 came from.....

MR. REFT: Exactly.

MR. HOLMES: ..... is only open for
what"s been taken, so if you combine that with the
seasons that they proposed, that just leaves folk out
west here, in our neck of the woods, totally out in the
dark, so I really commend your politicking and poking
on that Johnny.

Thank you, Madame Chair.
MR. REFT: Yeah, thank you, Pat.

The main thing I stressed with them is
that we have a larger area here that needs to be
surveyed and they haven®"t gone down, further down the
east side to the south end to see what"s there because
I personally know there"s a lot of geese down there.
And at that meeting we had one of the village reps
tuned in in agreement with me, from Akhiok, it was the
village rep, he was on the intercom and he said, oh,
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yeah, we got a lot of geese down here, but this is the
area that they don"t survey and this is what I"m trying
to get them to do for the Kodiak Island, is get the
whole place checked out to find out what the total
amount really is that lives on this island.

Thank you, Pat.
MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Yes, Tom.

MR. SCHWANTES: Yeah, just a couple of
questions -- questions and comments.

First question, Johnny, you®ve been
around here a long time, are you aware of any evidence
that these Navy exercises have caused damage to a
resource?

MR. REFT: I"m -- Tom, 1"m not
distinctly aware of any evidence incidents that have
been reported from it other than the whales.

MR. SCHWANTES: Okay. And then 1 have
to agree with you on your assessment of the bear
population. And just a reminder, there is a way we can
address that through proposals to the Board of Game and
Board of Fish on the Dollys, so maybe we need to keep
that in mind and try to get something in there.

MR. REFT: Yeah.

MR. SCHWANTES: Maybe extend the season
or whatever there.

MR. REFT: And, Tom, that kind of all
intertwines iIn what I"m saying is the protection. And
I really am against the Navy bombing out there because
I know what"s out there.

There wasn®"t a fisherman that fished
out there, and 1 was there for five years on the best
king crab stock that this island ever saw. And 1 know
when they come in, where they go, the whole thing. |1
hated it out there, it was dangerous, | mean surgeries
and everything from being on deck, but 1 was with a
good, good Christian fisherman, Jerry Google, Sr., and
I trusted him with my life and | made the money with
him. But there are rich stocks out there where they"re
bombing and they should be removed from bombing
anywhere out there in our Kodiak waters where we"re

161



O©CoO~NOOTA~WNER

trying to build up our fisheries and our shellfish.
And that goes back to the sea otter, they“"re killing
us. Shellfish are disappearing, there®"s no protection
for them the way it"s going now.

Thank you.

MR. SCHWANTES: Thanks, Johnny,
appreciate your comments.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Thank you. Do we
have any other additional comments or comments.

(No comments)

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Thank you, Mr.
Reft.

MR. REFT: Thank you, Madame Chair.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Do we have anyone
from the Karluk IRA or Karluk Tribe on the line.

KATHERINE: Yes, this is Pat.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Hi, good morning.
We"ll go ahead and give you the floor, if you can state
your name and organization and we"re all ears.

KATHERINE: We"ve been having problems
down here with the commercial fishery. And we"ve come
into problems with Fish and Game. And for the last

couple years they"ve been having our -- it opened up,
out to our -- the mouth of our river and they"re
corking straight across the mouth so -- and then during

the fall times when we put our subsistence up so we end
up not getting our required subsistence to last us for
the winter. You know, it"s just not the village of
Karluk, you know, it"s people who actually come down
and open up their little camps, whatever, and try and
put their fish away.

But we recently came into some news
that we"re going to just go and try to take control of
all this down here for our village and for it to
survive.

MS. ANDREW: This is Alecia Andrew.

Karluk Tribal Council president. And we"ve tried to
work for years with Fish and Game here locally and with
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new management there is no communication at all.

Nobody listens to us down here, and so we are going to
just take over and we have just decided that we"re
going to go and assert our rights as Karluk, as a
reservation that we are, and to protect the fishery for
the people first and foremost.

The way things are going there®s not
going to be any fish left in this river.

You know, people say that it reached
the escapement, well, you know, if you look at the
history that.....

KATHERINE: Us, as villagers that lived
her our life, we don"t see the fish that they“re
counting up there that"s going through that weir up
there. They"re either doublecounting them or they"re
counting the fish that are coming out, the dog salmon,
or the steelhead that®"s coming out, they“re not —-
those people they got up at that weir, they don"t know
what kind of fish they"re looking at, | don"t care what
that Jackson, James Jackson thinks his people know what
they know up there, teach them; how, our own people
can"t tell when they"re looking at fish going by
whether that®"s a red salmon or a steelhead, unless they
literally pick them up out of the water and look at
them.

MS. ANDREW: And like | said they don"t
listen to us. We got a hold of Fish and Game, that the
-- the Troopers that come down, and we have boats out
here have their net, they"re seining right across the
mouth of the river and here at high tide, here about a
week ago, you had a boat lose a seine and got sucked
into the river, and nobody listens to us. We try to
send pictures. We try to send video. And they“re just
-— they don"t pay attention. And, again, there"s no
communication with Karluk Tribal, the people in the
village and Fish and Game.

KATHERINE: And our own people are
being told, the only fish that they count down here and
the ones that they care about is the red salmon, they
don"t care about the silver salmon, they don"t care
about the king salmon, those are mute [sic] to them.
The only ones they count are the red salmon and we are
in danger of losing our king salmon.

MS. ANDREW: But we just wanted that
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for whoever was involved on the call, or whoever was in
the room there, to just know that we"re going to be
putting notices out and we"re just tired of it. We"re
Just going to do what we need to do to survive out here
because it"s obvious to us now that nobody is listening
to us.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Thank you, Alecia.
Comments. 1™m sorry, what was your name.

MR. JACKSON: James.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: James, with ADF&G,
comments.

MR. JACKSON: Yeah, hello, this is
James Jackson, the area management biologist for salmon
and herring, commercial and subsistence fisheries in
the Kodiak area.

And it was -- the last few years at
Karluk we"ve had substantial sockeye runs and we"ve
exceeded or nearly exceeded our escapement goal. For
example, this year we were at the upper value of our
early run escapement goal. And the late run, we also
-— we basically exceeded the upper value of the
escapement goal for the late run.

And just to be clear we do not fish the
mouth of the river, we fish the mouth of the lagoon.
The river is about two miles away. And we haven"t
fished the lagoon in about 20 years, but we can"t even
fish inside that lagoon, we just haven®t done that.

And it"s just a tremendous run this year.

The kings, are.....

KATHERINE: What"s the difference
between the mouth of the lagoon or the mouth of the
river, we consider that the Karluk Lake up there.

MS. ANDREW: And 1°m sorry, but just
the attitude and the snide remarks and the comments we
get back and it is you, James Jackson, you know we"ve
tried to work with you and it just does not work.

KATHERINE: And it"s just not us here
in the village, it"s the people who come here, your
sportsfishermen who have tried calling you also with
their concerns and complaints, and that"s your
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attitude, is, oh, we don"t care about the other
Ffisheries down in Karluk except the reds.

MR. JACKSON: Through the Chair, again,
this is James Jackson.

With regard to king salmon the

Department has done what it could with regard to the
commercial fishery within the bounds of what the Board
of Fish has set that we can do. We have -- the entire
purse seine fishery for the Kodiak area in June cannot
retain king salmon, and that®"s as true at the mouth of
Karluk as it is up on Shuyak. So we"re doing what we
can to get kings in the rivers as much as we possibly
can.

That being said, the Board of Fish, has
stated that the areas around Karluk, and the majority
of the west side is managed based on Karluk escapement.
And in the last few years we"ve had some tremendous
sockeye runs there. So early on we"ve had some heavy
fishing, we didn"t -- we haven®t fished the mouth of
the Karluk this year until the fall, and, again, that
had to do with the tremendous run. The run was late
and it was even -- even the fact that it was late it
was tremendous. You“re talking over 600,000 sockeye
escaped. We have very well trained technicians. It is
very easy to differentiate between a sockeye salmon and
a pink salmon and a chum salmon and a king and a.....

KATHERINE: No, no, no don"t let him
talk about, whatever, there, Mr. Jackson, but you don"t
know our river like we know our river. When | was a
little girl we would see millions of fish going through
here. You were counting a couple hundred thousand
worth of fish, lots of fish, not compared to back in
the old day. My grandpa and them used to say they
could run across our lagoon, what you call it, or the
river, on top of fish without getting wet.

MS. ANDREW: And the guys come here and
watch the escapement and will swear by it, there have
not been that many fish come through this -- the weir
and in this river like that, not -- there®s not nearly
as much as it was showing in the escapement levels from
your paperwork.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Yes.

MS. DEATHERAGE: Excuse me. This is
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Karen Deatherage, the Council coordinator for the
Kodiak Council.

And we are here to definitely hear the
concerns of the Karluk Tribe and what I would like for
everybody to keep in mind is that this is an
opportunity for the Karluk Tribe to relay its concerns
to the Council. And while James Jackson is here to
provide the data from the Fish and Game Department, 1
think it would be best if the Karluk Tribe would share
the information that would be helpful to our Council to
see if there is something that the Council can do on
behalf of the tribe for this issue.

So appreciate your cooperation in that
regard.

(Pause)

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Thank you. Do we
have any other further questions or comments from the
Council for the Karluk IRA.

Yes, Mr. Holmes.

KATHERINE: So we would thank the
Council for hearing our concern.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Thank you. And
Mr. Holmes has a question for you.

MS. ANDREW: Okay-

MR. HOLMES: Hi. I hope things are
going well with other things for you folks down there.

I was talking with Ronny Lind some time
ago, I"ve been in Kodiak since "63 and have spent quite
a bit of time around the item and (microphone issue) --
I beg your pardon, 1"m an old geezer, 1 forgot to turn
on my mic there. But anyway I"ve been here in Kodiak
since "63 and I know quite a few folks, but 1 was
chatting with Ronny Lind a while back and he said he
had some feelings, and I was wondering if you could
comment on, has the lagoon got more shallow, or what"s
happened in the lagoon.

MS. SIMEONOFF: Madame Chair, this is
Mitch. |1 can"t hear Pat at all.
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(Repower system)

KATHERINE: Mr. Holmes, yes, our river
did get extremely shallow.

MS. ANDREW: And we"re having a hard
time hearing you also here in Karluk.

(Pause)

MR. HOLMES: 1 don"t know, there may be
some problems with my mic here. 1 can"t hardly even
drive a cell phone, in fact, I can"t drive a cell

phone. But I was just wondering about change in the
depth of the lagoon, because 1 recall in the "60s, "70s
and even into the "80s they used to school up really
heavy just inside the mouth of the spit there and I™m
wondering if it"s gotten so shallow that the darn
little buggers are just shooting right straight up.

Are they staying in the lagoon like they used to?

MS. ANDREW: No. No. They"re -- they
pretty much stay outside in the ocean, and then when
tide starts coming in they start going by.

MR. HOLMES: Well, that"s kind of a
heck of a deal, you know, I"m wondering if there might
be some way to -- where our Council or the advisory
committee or something, and Fish and Game might be able
to massage the thing so that they could maybe set up
some kind of a directed -- well, you know, like before
statehood they used to beach seine in the lagoon for
the canneries. | was wondering if they might be able
to put in some thought to find some way for you folks
to have a dedicated beach seine in there for
subsistence and maybe try to find a way to try to get a
little bit of a balance there on -- so that you folks
would have a better opportunity to get your fish.

James, could you touch on that, maybe
the Refuge, 1 don"t know quite where the overlaps are.
But it"s a pretty tough thing when the traditional
areas of fishing change.

Thank you.

MS. ANDREW: Thank you, Mr. Holmes.

MR. JACKSON: Through the Chair. Mr.
Holmes.
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Yeah, the fish haven®t been holding in
the lagoon as much as they used to in the past, and 1
don"t know if that"s a function of the lagoon®s
actually Ffilling in or if that"s a bit having to do
with our new weir location, too. We actually moved the
weir a lot further down. It used to be a little
further up the river and now it"s almost in the inter-
tidal area within the lagoon and so it actually passes
fish 1 think a little faster than it used to. So you
don"t see the substantial buildups as much as you used
to.

That being said, we sample fish
throughout the course of the year. And in the fall,
particularly, when the water gets low the fish still do
hold in the lagoon and we have to go out and make sets
in the lagoon to sample our fish. And it"s pretty
easy. We"re not near as good as the guys in Karluk
are, they come down and get their fish a lot better
than we can, but it usually only takes us about one set
to catch three to 700 sockeye. And if the tribe would
like to set up a way for us to hold those fish so they
could come down and get it, we"d be happy to work with
them.

MR. HOLMES: Well, hopefully that might
be part of the solution there. 1 know how frustrating
it is to try and get your food. And now that I"m an
old geezer now, going to the Buskin with my 42 year
old, I spend more time rowing back than 1 do fishing
anymore, but 1 hope maybe that might be able to help
some. And please let us know if something like that
will work out.

Thank you.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Thank you, Mr.
Holmes and Mr. Jackson. Do we have any further
questions or comments for Karluk IRA.

MS. CHERNOFF: 1 have one.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Yes, Coral.

MS. CHERNOFF: Mr. Jackson.
MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Yes, go ahead.

MS. CHERNOFF: This is Coral Chernoff.
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An event 1 went to over at Fish and Game, before, the
group of us was told that Fish and Game manages for
commercial fisheries; is that correct?

MR. JACKSON: Through the Chair, Mrs.
Chernoff. The Fish and Game manages for fisheries --
subsistence fisheries and commercial fisheries.

MS. CHERNOFF: Okay.-

MR. JACKSON: So we manage all those
fisheries in the Kodiak area.

MS. CHERNOFF: We were told in that
room that they manage mostly, or mainly for commercial
fisheries. So then 1 was wondering if people come
forth with a concern about their subsistence is there a
procedure that you go through or are there certain

people at certain levels that all -- you know, you all
sit down and discuss this with the people who"s concern
came forward, or does it just -- you know, like do they

just talk to you, and they"re not happy with your
answer and so everyone gets upset, or is there a proper
procedure to go through?

MR. JACKSON: Through the Chair. Mrs.
Chernoff. There"s a procedure but a lot of it is just
coming to talk to either myself, the sportfish
biologist, there®s layers of Staff above me as well.
They can talk to my boss, who"s the regional management
coordinator, they can also talk to the regional
supervisor, Nick Sagalkin, about this. There"s also a
Board of Fish process that they could go through.
There®"s lots of different things they can do.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Great. Thank you.
Do we have any further questions. Yes, Mr. Holmes.

MR. HOLMES: Correct me, James, but 1
believe that even though your job is commercial
fishing, the mandate for the Department is subsistence,
and 1 think that, you know, with a little bit of
discussions | think might well be able to really help
folks down there get their fishery and if they need it
when your sampling isn®"t going on, that I"m sure you
could help facilitate a way for them to do seining in
the lagoon themselves, or to come down, as you"ve
offered, when you"re doing your sampling on the fall
run. And so there is a definite way and 1 know that
that"s your mandate, isn"t it, subsistence. It"s tough
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to do all three.

MR. JACKSON: Through the Chair. Mr.
Holmes. There"s definitely a subsistence priority in
the state of Alaska.

You know, that being said, when you"re
talking about the sockeye run at Karluk, you have to
put things in perspective. We"re not talking about the
Buskin where there®s 6,000 fish and there®s several
thousand people vying over a few fish, you®re talking
about 600,000 sockeye with -- I mean it"s a lot of
fish. There"s a -- there"s a -- it"s the largest
sockeye run iIn the area, it"s huge. There®s so many
fish down there it"s hard to ponder.

And, yes, there®"s a subsistence
priority and we try to make sure that there®s fish
available. But that being said, most of the complaints
that we actually get out of Karluk have to do with
sportfisheries. Have to do with king salmon. The
limited availability of king salmon because there"s a
lot of sportfish guides, there"s a lot of people that
stay down there. And those are the majority of the
complaints we get in the spring. In the fall we get a
lot of complaints from local clients that go down there
to catch silvers. And when you have a tremendous
sockeye run, we do have to manage the area based on
both sockeye and silver salmon, but at the same time
when you have that huge volume of sockeye and you have
to control the run, it"s simple time and area. When
there®s that many fish and you®ve exceeded your
escapement goal that time becomes unlimited, and the
commercial fishery in that area gets smaller and
smaller and smaller, which is why we"ve kind of
collapsed around the lagoon. Because it was the most
effective way to actually control the sockeye salmon
escapement into Karluk.

And, subsistence-wise, we do get those
complaints, we do talk to the folks down there about
that, but there®s a tremendous amount of fish down
there still.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Thank you.

Karen.

MS. DEATHERAGE: Madame Chair. 1 would
like to ask the Karluk Tribe if they were interested in
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having one of our OSM Staff talk about the meeting that
we had with the Karluk Tribe a couple of weeks ago
where they outlined all their issues, and we"d be happy
to review those issues for the Council today if you are
interested in having us do that.

MS. ANDREW: Yes, that"d be absolutely
wonderful .

MS. DEATHERAGE: So George Pappas from
the OSM is on the phone and he will go ahead, with the
Chair®s permission, and relay that information to the
Council.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Thank you. Go
ahead, Mr. Pappas.

MR. PAPPAS: Good morning, Madame
Chair, and members of the Council.

We had a meeting the other day. We had
a teleconference with the Native liaison here at OSM,
Karen and myself. It was a scoping session with the
members from the Karluk community, It was not an
official tribal government to government discussion or
consultation, It was a scoping meeting to understand
the concerns that were being brought up here.

About half of the issues that were
discussed or brought up, the primary reason for the
meeting was to discuss coho salmon subsistence needs
and timing. A lot of folks know that subsistence
harvest of fish -- subsistence users harvest fish at
different times of years and different species at
different times of years for certain purposes. It was
explained to us after the blue flies are gone and after
the humpies are gone in the Karluk area serious effort
is expended by subsistence users to target coho salmon.

The issues brought up earlier about
concerns about the commercial Fishery at the mouth of
the lagoon targeting -- or chinook reducing the flow of
fish into the river. Additionally -- yeah, about
timing and species. It wasn"t about sockeye as much --
it was certainly folks took coho -- there are -- we
have the concerns about speciation of different salmon
at the weir; what type of trainings that are provided
-— well, you discussed that.

And there was reports from residents of
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Karluk about poor fishing conditions, last year and
this year. One example being provided, making three
sets catching one spawned out fish about this time last
year so concerns about obtaining fish at that time.

And impacts of the sportfishery,
there"s an active sportfishery in that area and success
is significantly impacted by lack of fish.

Additionally, there was discussions
about communications with the Department of Fish and
Game managers, which you discussed.

There®s also a concern about steelhead.
That"s something that has been brought up today.
There®s concerns expressed about steelhead and how
they"re handled. This is discussing the outmigrating
steelhead in the springtime for local residents, from
dead smelts, spawned out the -- the outmigrating past
the weir, from the dead smelts, outmigrating fish on
the backside of the weir, so down stream of the river.
And there was concerns about how the fish were being
handled.

And let"s see here, serious complaints
about subsistence priority and not being able to meet
the apportions of their needs.

Let"s see here, additionally, a new
subject matter that has not been discussed yet, members
from the Karluk community expressed concerns about
scallop trawlers, commercial fishing about 200 yards
off shore in front of the ocean beach, which is out off
the lagoon there, concern that the commercial fishermen
appearing to be a scalloper was fishing very hard on a
scallop bed for about a consecutive week of making
passes and resulting, the residents indicated that
there was dead crab floating up on the shores,
inability to catch marine fish near shore after this
activity. Issues with not being able to catch halibut,
which is not part of this Federal Subsistence Program,
but there is another program for that. And was
interested to find out more information, is it legal,
what the impacts are.

And that was on -- put a blip on the
OSM*"s radar because, uniquely to Karluk compared to
other parts of the state there is marine -- there is
Federal subsistence fisheries range districts, so it
goes out to, what, a thousand yards, out in front of
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the -- from the beach, each direction for a couple of
miles and that was established, | think, in the "50s, I
don®t remember exactly what, but there is marine
jJurisdiction there and if that activity takes place in
marine jurisdiction under -- where ANILCA applies and
Federally-qualified users are not -- are being
challenged. There"s a possibility of looking into that
further.

Now, 1 believe somebody on Fish and
Game might be on line to discuss that.

And that"s about the content of the
subject matter that®s been brought up, there may have
been a little more details, but | wanted to provide
that. And to remind folks in Karluk, if they want to
further discuss these issues, this is a great place to
present them to the RAC.

Thank you, Madame Chair. Appreciate

1t.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Thank you very
much .

Do we have any other further comments
in regards to this issue with Karluk.

Go ahead.

MR. STICHERT: Yeah, good morning. My
name is Mark Stichert. I am the area management
biologist for shellfish and groundfish Ffisheries here
in Kodiak, Chignik, as well as the Alaska Peninsula.
And 1"m more than happy to speak towards the scallop
issue.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Okay, please do.

MR. STICHERT: Okay. |1 guess maybe
1*11 start with just a broad overview of the scallop
fishery in general. The commercial scallop fishery is
a unique Ffishery in that it"s co-managed by both the
Federal government as well as the State of Alaska.

Under this management scheme, the state
of Alaska has authority for most management aspects of
the fishery, meaning we have authority to set the
seasons, we establish the harvest limits for the
quotas, we establish bycatch limits for that fishery.
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We have authority to implement and establish an
observer program, as well as define what types of gear,
the size of vessels and the amount of crew that can be
used.

So with that in mind, there has been a
longstanding scollop fishery in Shelikoff Strait. That
fishery extends back into the late "60s, early 70s.

The fishery opens on July 1st every year and runs
through the end of February, | believe. 1It"s a
relatively small fishery. The last 10 years there"s
been an average of about four boats that fish in the
fishery and during most years most of those boats do
fish in Shelikoff. When we set the harvest levels
prior to the start of the season in July, we set --
basically divide the Shelikoff in half. Longitude of
154, basically a line running straight north of Larsen
Bay. We establish a harvest limit north of that line,
as well as south of that line. The preponderance of
catch comes north of that line. The last several years
the GHL, or the harvest quota has averaged between 50
and 70,000 pounds, about 95 percent of that comes to
the north. The GHL, or the harvest limit for the area
concerning Karluk is 5,000 pounds.

Currently these vessels are required to
have an onboard observer 100 percent of the time while
they"re fishing. We do this because we -- not only it
gives us an ability to track and monitor the amount of
bycatch coming up in the fishery it also allows us to
take samples and collect biological information as well
as track the catch that happens during the fishery. So
it is a Fish and Game requirement. There is 100

percent observer coverage on these vessels.
In recent years —- | got a little bit
of harvest data here for you. In the shellfish

statistical areas, that"s immediately right in front of
the Karluk River drainage, we"ve seen effort right in
front of the village there in 2010, 2013, "14 and then
again this year. The annual harvest in that area
ranges between about 1,100 to 3,000 pounds of scallops.

There are no restrictions in terms of
where those vessels can fish currently. You know, the
Alaska Board of Fisheries establishes the open and
closed waters for this fishery, so those vessels are
currently able to fish from zero -- you know, from on
shore all the way out into Federal waters.
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They certainly use an intensive gear
type. They use these new Bedford style dredges. These
dredges are -- many vessels will fish two dredges.

They can fish two dredges up to 13 feet wide, 1
believe. So we certainly recognize there is some hard
on bottom contact with those vessels and that®s one of
those reasons that we require 100 percent observer
coverage.

And we also do set a maximum cap on the
amount of tanner crab that can be taken by that
fishery. That cap is informed by our annual tanner
crab survey. If the fleet catches -- exceeds that cap,
we close the fishery for the rest of the season
regardless if there"s more scallops to be caught or
not.

I think I"11 turn it over to you for
more questions.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Yes, go ahead, Mr.
Schwantes.

MR. SCHWANTES: Yes, Madame Chair. Can
you give us an idea what the bycatch is actually in
that area?

MR. STICHERT: That"s a good question,

thank you.

So in this -- in the area kind of in
close proximity to the Karluk River Drainage and the
village there, in 2010 -- so in total for the last five

seasons we"ve noted 436 tanner crab, 103 dungeness
crab, zero king crab, and 19 halibut. So on an annual
basis we"re looking at, you know, between 150 to 200
crab species caught as bycatch recorded by observers
and a handful of halibut each year.

MR. SCHWANTES: And that was over how
long of a period?

MR. STICHERT: So that was 2010 --
there was no effort in that area in 2011 and "12, so
that"s a four year period.

MR. SCHWANTES: And no king crab?

MR. STICHERT: We show zero king crab.
So when 1 saw 100 percent observer coverage, you know,
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obviously there"s a -- the vessels are required to have
an observer on board 100 percent of the time while
they“re fishing, it doesn"t -- you know, there"s one
observer, so they"re obviously not handling every
single tow. We have a stratified sampling system. So
they will sample every third or forth tow and then we
will take that average and extrapolate that back to the
tows that were unsampled.

So it"s not perfect but we feel
comfortable with the numbers. We think they show a
pretty good index of what®"s happening in that area in
terms of bycatch.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Thank you. Do we
have any other questions.

Rebecca.

MS. SKINNER: So this question might be
for George and Fish and Game.

So as far as next steps, through the
Board of Fish, people from Karluk could put forward a
proposal to limit the area where the scallop dredgers
can fish, so they can put in a proposal to keep 300 to
a mile off shore or something like that. Through the
Federal Subsistence process, since I"m understanding
that those fall under Federal jurisdiction, based on
what George said, what are the other options through
the Federal system to create limitations on the scallop
dredgers in that area? And 1 think that question is to
George maybe.

MR. PAPPAS: Through the Chair. George
Pappas, OSM.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Yes, go ahead,
George.

MR. PAPPAS: If subsistence users are
having a challenge or their continued subsistence uses
are being challenged for one reason or another, public
safety issue, competition by non-Federally-qualified
user groups, they can do basically two options. They
can file a -- they can submit a proposal to the Federal
Subsistence Board requesting closure to the area to
non-Federally-qualified users or something along those
lines, an area and times that waters under Federal
subsistence fisheries can be closed to non-Federally-
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qualified. That"s an option.

For more immediate relief, they can
file a request for a fisheries special action to do
some modification to the area to ensure Federally-
qualified users are meeting their needs.

An example, right there in front of
Kodiak, Womens Bay is closed to non-Federally-qualified
users for king crab. There®s not enough king crab to
go around for everybody and there, specifically under
Federal subsistence fisheries jurisdiction the fishery
has been restricted to the harvest of king crab only to
Federally-qualified users for a long time. As a matter
of fact, 1 think it"s the longest standing Ffisheries
closure we have In the state under Federal regulations.

So there®s two options.

One, to submit a special action request
or, two, submit a proposal to the Federal Subsistence
Board and OSM to assist with the proposal for the idea,
if folks want that. So there"s two options.

This is a unique situation, in that,
it"s the only part of Alaska that has Federal
subsistence fisheries jurisdiction in marine waters but
not in freshwaters. So the Karluk, lagoon, the river,
all the way up to Mile 16 or something like that, river
mile 16 are not under Federal subsistence fisheries
jJurisdiction.

Does that answer your question.
MS. SKINNER: It does thank you.
MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Yes, go ahead.

MR. STICHERT: Thank you. Mark
Stichert, again, with Fish and Game.

And certainly in conjunction or as an
alternative to that Federal process, anyone with some
concerns could also petition the Board of Fish. The
Board does ultimately establish the regulations that we
use to guide the fishery and it"s certainly within
their purview to close whatever area folks deem
reasonable to close. And, as always, 1"m more than
happy -- 1 know the Board process can be complicated
and a little bit intimidating at times and I™"m
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certainly available to help people work through that
process.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Thank you. Go
ahead, Tom.

MR. SCHWANTES: Madame Chair. 1 think
you said that the amount of scallops that were
harvested in that area were between 1,100 and 3,000
pounds, is that per year or is that over the four year
period?

MR. STICHERT: Mr. Schwantes. That"s
per year so for this four year period that -- we"ve had
fishing recently -- the total scallop harvest has been
13,664 pounds of shucked scalloped meat.

MR. SCHWANTES: Thank you.
MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Yes, Mr. Holmes.

MR. HOLMES: Madame Chair. 1 was quite
encouraged about this last discussion and 1 think
Kodiak folks think very parallel, comments of Tom and
Rebecca and Mark, and George, it all kind of coalesces
there, and, quite frankly I think 1°d be more than
willing to do a motion, if the folks at Karluk would
like to close that area of their reservation. It
obviously wouldn®"t have a whole lot of impact on the
scallop folks but 1 think it would make folks down
there feel better. And, you know, 1 would really
suggest, because | know Fish and Game, if folks want to
do the Board process, they"ll help, and I would
strongly suggest, you know, that our Council provide
support to give you folks some kind of a closure there
to keep the scallop fishery off your beach. And 1
would suggest parallel action be taken with Mark at
Fish and Game, and George Pappas could help on the
Federal Subsistence Board. And then you could also, 1
would suspect, because of that, there®s the NOAA
interaction, or 1 don"t know who is involved in the
halibut on the -- I mean the scallops on the Federal
side but 1 know the State has comanagement with them.
I think that if you were to talk with Mark, | think
that you could probably get proposals going on both of
those.

I think, Karen, next year is our next
meeting, shellfish and fisheries.....
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MS. DEATHERAGE: (Nods affirmatively)

MR. HOLMES: _.... so we could provide
you some strong support on that if you came up with a
draft proposal.

And the other thing 1°d like to comment
on is that I do believe back when my good friend Herman
Squartsoff, both he and 1 would be called into the
State Advisory Committee on things to help the villages
as the subsistence advocates, and 1 believe before
Herman died we both were called in, and we did put
forth a nomination for someone for Karluk to the Fish
and Game Advisory Committee, and | don®"t know right now
who"s the rep for it because it"s Karluk and Larsen
Bay, but I will personally try to call today or
tomorrow to the State Fish and Game Advisory Committee
coordinator -- and 1 know it"s all complex -- but 1°11
see if 1 can find out who your rep is and if there
isn"t one presently for Karluk at the State Board,
we"ll sure jolly well try to -- 1711 go to their next
meeting and talk to their Chairman, because quite often
he comes to our Council meetings and is a big supporter
of subsistence needs, and see if we can"t make sure
that you"ve got somebody to be your rep on the State
side on the citizen®s part of regulations.

And 1 know our Council has really
listened to your concerns and it sounds like we,
hopefully, will be able to facilitate some improvement
with things for you on the salmon with James Jackson-®s
help and we"ve got the area sportfish biologist here,
and, you know, we"ll sure do our best for you.

Thank you.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Just a comment

KATHERINE: Thank you so much, that
would be most helpful.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: And just piggyback
on what Mr. Holmes was stating. 1 represented the
community of Old Harbor at one of the previous ADF&G
Advisory Council meetings and they were trying to find
a representative for Karluk and Larsen Bay and so if
you have someone in mind we can get that information --
or myself or Pat can get that information to you, the
coordinator®s name so that you can get your
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representation there at the State level.
Mr. Schwantes.

MR. SCHWANTES: Yeah, | understand
their concern and 1 have that concern as well but 1
think it would be premature for this Council to make
any kind of a motion or move forward without seeing
something come from the Karluk area. And so I would
like to see a proposal of some type, whether it be to
the Board of Fish or whether it be to the Subsistence
Board from Karluk before we take any action on it.

Thank you.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Thank you. Do we
have any other further questions or comments for Karluk
IRA.

Mr. Holmes.

MR. HOLMES: Yeah, I just wanted to
answer Tom"s comment there. 1 think that process will
be initiated here because we"ve got James and Don Tracy
to help on the State side thing on trying to facilitate
the better results on salmon and we"re going to try and
get them connected to the Fish and Game AC for the
State side, and also the State and Federal with
George®s help on a scallop closure. So I think our
next meeting will be fisheries so we"ll see those
things bouncing back to us. |1 don®"t know what the
State Board schedule is but 1 think you®"ve got folks*®
ears, and so | think, you know, you have some
conversations with those people that have offered their
help to you. And I know Melissa and -- because we"ve
had some good reps from Larsen Bay and Karluk in the
past and so 1 think that might have fallen through the
cracks. So think about who would be a good person and,
you know, we"ll sure try to get them nominated and 1°11
go to the AC meeting, if I"m in town and 1"m sure
Melissa will take it up too. And we"ll see if we can"t
get you folks a little more active role.

Thank you.
MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Yes, go ahead.
MR. STICHERT: Mark Stichert, again.

And certainly in the interim | think I can help answer
some of Pat"s questions, for the scallop issue anyway.
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It"s a three year cycle when they take
up proposals, scallops fall under the Statewide
miscellaneous shellfish meeting. That meeting,
unfortunately was held in-cycle this year, it was in
March, so it would be April of 2017 will be the next
call for proposals.

And I certainly can®"t speak on behalf
of the scallop fleet or industry but they are a small
fleet. Certainly 1 can help put people together and it
might be that If you can express some concerns to the
fleet themselves they might be more than willing to
find some accommodation in the interim, or perhaps even
a long-term solution to people®s concerns as well.

Thank you.

MADAME CHAIR BERNS: Thanks. Yes, go
ahead.

MR. JACKSON: This is James Jackson,
area management biologist for salmon and herring,
Kodiak.

I could also say that the next Board of
Fish meeting for the Kodiak salmon and herring is going
to be in January of 2017, the call for proposals will
be spring of 2016, so next spring. And we could always
help out anybody, we always do, with proposals to the
Board of Fish.

And 1 also just wanted a point of
clarity for everybody, early on -- mostly what we"re
talking about with regard to salmon is fishing within
the inner-Karluk section, and early on that inner-
Karluk section can"t open until the Department
perceives that we"re going to exceed the escapement
goal. So there"s already a degree of safeguards before
you can even Ffish that close. And when we -- there is
actually traditional closed waters that even if you
open the inner-Karluk section there"s kind of a wedge,
an area around the mouth that we don*t allow fishermen
to fish. It definitely decreases the efficiency of the
seine fleet and it makes so it"s really difficult to
control escapement, and it -- we usually don"t roll
back those closed waters until we already know we"ve
exceeded our escapement goals. So it"s not something
that we just do all the time. We don"t jus