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otilUnitedStates
Department of the Interior irrmr-     -:?1, 

NATIONAL PARK

SERVICE Yc3-r3

as1849 C Street, N.W.Office of

the Director Washington, D.
C. 20240 National Park

System Closure Determination and Notice Pursuant to

36 C.F.R. § 1.5, effective at 12:01 a.m. on October 1, 2013, all units of the National Park System nationwide
are closed to public visitation and use, subject to the conditions and exceptions described below. 

This national closure determination and notice is necessitated byalapse in funds appropriated by
the United States Congress for the operation of the National Park System and will remain in
effect until funding is restored. The period of time during which appropriated funds arenot available may
be referred to in this determination and notice as the "shutdown period." Under 36

C.F.R. § 1.5( a) this national closure determination and notice is necessary to maintain public health and

safety in units of the National Park System and to protect park resources and values during the shutdown
period. Consistent with the Department of the Interior Contingency Plan, available at www.doi.

gov/ shutdown, onlyarelatively small numberof"excepted personnel" will beon duty during the shutdown period. 
Those personnel are not sufficient to provideafull range of visitor services. Therefore, in light
of the shutdown and Contingency Plan, measures less restrictive than a national closure will not
suffice to maintain public health and safety and to protect park resources and values.The lapse in
appropriated funds qualifiesas an "emergency" under 36 C.I .R. § 1.5(b); therefore, this determination and notice

does not require special rulemaking. Condition and Exceptions:

1. National Park

Service personnel who have been identified as excepted will continue to report for duty in accordance with
the National Park Service Contingency Plan andasdirected by their supervisors. 2. Membersof

the public who are currently visiting a unitof the National Park System and not staying overnight in the
park must vacate the park immediately.  All day-use concession- operated visitor services and facilities
are to be closed immediately.  Exceptions maybe granted by superintendents only ifafacility
is deemed essential for health or safety purposes. 3. Subject to

paragraph 6 below, members of the public who are currently visiting a unitof the national park system and

staying overnight either inaNational Park Service- operated campground oraconcessioner- operated facility
inthe park must vacate the park by6:00 p.m. EDT on October 3, 2013.4. Subject to

paragraph 6 below, National Park Service concessioners must suspend their operations in overnight accommodations by
6:00p.m. EDT on October 3, 2013.5. Subject to

paragraph 6 below, holders of National Park Service commercial use authorizations must immediately cease their

in-park operations. 00050677 NPS-20240-
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6. The deadlines announced above do not apply to members of the public, concessioners, and holders of
commercial use authorizations who are on multi-day backcountry trips that cannot be safely terminated
before the end of the trip. Those individuals may continue and complete their multi-day backcountry
trips in accordance with their approved permit or plan. Those individuals then must vacate the park

within 12 hours after the completion of their trip.

7. This closure determination and notice does not apply to private owners of interests in real property
located within the exterior boundaries of units of the National Park System. Park superintendents will

continue to allow such owners reasonable access to their private property.

8. This closure determination and notice does not apply to roads that pass through units of the National
Park System and provide primary access between points located outside of the parks. Members of the
public may continue to use those roads during the shutdown period. However, superintendents may not
expend any appropriated funds to maintain or repair those roads. Moreover, superintendents may close
those roads, or portions of those roads, in accordance with 36 C. F.R. § 1. 5, if such closure is warranted

by weather, poor road conditions, or other circumstances.

9. All previously issued permits for special events scheduled to occur in units of the National Park
System during the shutdown period are hereby cancelled. At the end of the shutdown period holders of
cancelled permits may apply for a new permit. Except as provided in paragraph 10 below, all closed
areas of the National Park System are also closed to First Amendment activities during the shutdown
period, and any previously issued permits for First Amendment activities are hereby cancelled.

10. This closure determination and notice does not apply to First Amendment activities in the National
Mall and Memorial Parks and areas administered by the NPS Liaison to the WhiteI-Iouse
in Washington, D. C., and Independence National Historical Park in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Persons may continue to conduct First Amendment activities in these units inaccordance with
existing

regulations. 11. Each park superintendent must take reasonable measures to comply with 36 C. F. R. § 1.7 and

toprovide adequate public notice of this national closure determination and

notice. 12. This national closure determination and notice will expire automatically at the end of the
shutdown

period. 13. Violation of this national closure determination and notice is

prohibited. oinatha B. Jarvis Date Directo 00050677 NPS-
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