








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































GARFIELD COUNTY RESOLUTION 2013-4

PROCLAMATION
DECLARING A STATE OF LOCAL EMERGENCY IN GARFIELD COUNTY, UTAH DUE
TO THE ECONOMIC DISRUPTIONS ARISING OUT OF THE CLOSURE OF BRYCE
CANYON, CAPITOL REEF, GLEN CANYON RECREATION AREA, CANYONLANDS
PARK, ESCALANTE NATIONAL STAIRCASE, AND FEDERALLY MANAGED
CAMPGROUNDS

WHEREAS., Garfield County is a political subdivision of the State of Utah:
WHEREAS, over 90% of land in Garfield County is managed by the federal government:

WHEREAS, Bryce Canyon, Capitol Reef, Glen Canyon Recreation Area, parts of
Canyonlands National Park and the Escalante National Staircase (hereinafter referred to
as “parks”) are located in Garfield County;

WHEREAS, The parks receive over one and a half million visitors annually. and the vast
majority of those visitors pass through commercial areas of Garfield County to gain access to the
parks:

WHEREAS, those visitors not only enjoy the natural beauties of the parks, but also enjoy
the accommodations, restaurants, and shopping venues in the County;

WHEREAS, a significant number of residents in Garfield County rely on the tourism
industry created by the parks visitors for income;

WHEREAS. a significant portion of the annual visitors come to the parks in the month of
October to enjoy the fall temperatures and avoid the summer crowds—by no means has the
tourism season ended at the beginning of October;

WHEREAS., visitors also come to Garfield County to recreate in federally managed lands
outside of the parks—especially during the deer hunt that occurs annually in October:

WHEREAS, the operation of federally managed campgrounds brings tourism to Garfield
County;

WHEREAS, on October 1, 2013, the federal government closed these parks, as well as all
of the other National Parks, National Recreation Facilities, and federally managed campgrounds
in the State of Utah;

WHEREAS, this closure is having a devastating impact on those Garfield County
residents that rely on visitors to federally managed land, especially those that rely almost
exclusively on visitors to the parks;

WHEREAS, this severe and direct impact has an indirect impact on the rest of the
economy 1n Garfield County because of the lack of spending by those residents directly impacted
by the lack of tourists; and

WHEREAS, the overall economic disruptions caused by the closure, which is an
“internal disturbance™ under the law, are sufficient for Garfield County to declare a Local
Emergency.
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Gov. Herbert asks Obama to reopen parks
Written by Tracie Sullivan
Oct. 9, 2013 | thespectrum.com

CEDAR CITY — Utah Gov. Gary Herbert sent a letter to President Barack Obama on Tuesday
requesting that he reopen the state’s five national parks, along with national monuments, historic
sites and recreation areas.

Herbert sent the letter based on Monday’s actions of several Southern Utah county commissions
that declared their communities in a “state of emergency.”

In the letter to Obama, Herbert said the shutdown of Utah’s federally managed lands is
“‘devastating individuals and businesses that rely on these areas for their livelihood.”

Hebert also said if the president won'’t provide federal funds to allow the parks and monuments to
function, Herbert would like the president to authorize Utah “to use state, local and private funds
to reopen these areas to the public.”

“It is within the power and authority of the Executive Branch to allow the national parks and
monuments to be reopened. We have a solution in place. We just need, literally, the keys to the
gates. | cannot overstate that time is of the essence,” Herbert wrote.

In addition, the governor included the emergency declarations signed by the Utah counties that
highlight the economic situation as a result of the shutdown.

Iron County Commissioner Dave Miller said the governor’s decision to write the letter to the
president shows his support of the county’s actions.

“His letter demands that this must end immediately,” Miller said. “It left no question where he
stands now and it shows that we are all on the same page.”

Iron County Sheriff Mark Gower visited Cedar Breaks and drove through Cedar Canyon Tuesday
to see what services, campgrounds and overlooks were still open. Gower said Cedar Breaks had
closed all restroom facilities as well as the visitors center; however, the overlooks were open and
visitors could drive through. Throughout the canyon, campgrounds were closed and barricaded.
Outside of Cedar Canyon, Yankee Meadows and Deer Haven were also blocked off. Water was
shut off at various campgrounds.

Iron County Commissioner Alma Adams said Cedar Breaks closes its visitors center and
restrooms this time of year but usually not for another 10 to 15 days. Since it’s close to that time,
Adams said commissioners don’t plan on opening the bathroom facilities or turning the water
back on.

Garfield, Kane and Washington county commissioners were making other plans Tuesday, as
they hosted meetings to discuss the details of reopening the parks and recreation areas in their
individual counties, including Bryce and Zion Canyon national parks and Glen Canyon National
Recreation Area.
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Today, they plan to work out the logistics of what it's going to take to man the various national
parks with only state and local resources.

“It takes 230 federal employees to run Zion National Park,” said Washington County Sheriff Cory
Pulsipher. “We don’t have that kind of manpower so we have to look at the logistics of this thing
and figure out what we can do and what we can’t do.”

Garfield County Commissioner Leland Pollock said Bryce Canyon will open with a host of
contingencies, meaning it will not be business as usual.

Some of the costs will include overtime for and the expense of keeping the facilities clean. While
all the county commissioners agreed they can’t afford to man the parks long term, Garfield and
Washington commissioners believe the cost of keeping the parks closed far outweigh what it will
cost them to reopen and maintain them temporarily. And they’re willing to spend it.

Things are a little different, however, with Glen Canyon, since it’s not just a park but also includes
Lake Powell. Commissioner Doug Heaton said they have take into consideration several issues
unique to their situation.

The counties are still hopeful the federal government might go ahead and fulfill Herbert’s request,
but they are making plans to move forward to reopen and manage the parks using local law
enforcement and money.

Arizona Gov. Jan Brewer made a similar request last week when she asked federal authorities to
allow her to use state funds to reopen and maintain the Grand Canyon. As in the case of Utah,
several businesses also agreed in Arizona to step up and help fund the reopening of the park. A
park official there said as long as the federal government remains shut down, such a plan isn’'t an
option. Local county commissioners said they don’t expect to have any different response here.
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Gov. Herbert asks Obama to reopen parks
Written by Tracie Sullivan
Oct. 9, 2013 | thespectrum.com

CEDAR CITY — Utah Gov. Gary Herbert sent a letter to President Barack Obama on Tuesday
requesting that he reopen the state’s five national parks, along with national monuments, historic
sites and recreation areas.

Herbert sent the letter based on Monday’s actions of several Southern Utah county commissions
that declared their communities in a “state of emergency.”

In the letter to Obama, Herbert said the shutdown of Utah’s federally managed lands is
“‘devastating individuals and businesses that rely on these areas for their livelihood.”

Hebert also said if the president won'’t provide federal funds to allow the parks and monuments to
function, Herbert would like the president to authorize Utah “to use state, local and private funds
to reopen these areas to the public.”

“It is within the power and authority of the Executive Branch to allow the national parks and
monuments to be reopened. We have a solution in place. We just need, literally, the keys to the
gates. | cannot overstate that time is of the essence,” Herbert wrote.

In addition, the governor included the emergency declarations signed by the Utah counties that
highlight the economic situation as a result of the shutdown.

Iron County Commissioner Dave Miller said the governor’s decision to write the letter to the
president shows his support of the county’s actions.

“His letter demands that this must end immediately,” Miller said. “It left no question where he
stands now and it shows that we are all on the same page.”

Iron County Sheriff Mark Gower visited Cedar Breaks and drove through Cedar Canyon Tuesday
to see what services, campgrounds and overlooks were still open. Gower said Cedar Breaks had
closed all restroom facilities as well as the visitors center; however, the overlooks were open and
visitors could drive through. Throughout the canyon, campgrounds were closed and barricaded.
Outside of Cedar Canyon, Yankee Meadows and Deer Haven were also blocked off. Water was
shut off at various campgrounds.

Iron County Commissioner Alma Adams said Cedar Breaks closes its visitors center and
restrooms this time of year but usually not for another 10 to 15 days. Since it’s close to that time,
Adams said commissioners don’t plan on opening the bathroom facilities or turning the water
back on.

Garfield, Kane and Washington county commissioners were making other plans Tuesday, as
they hosted meetings to discuss the details of reopening the parks and recreation areas in their
individual counties, including Bryce and Zion Canyon national parks and Glen Canyon National
Recreation Area.
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Today, they plan to work out the logistics of what it's going to take to man the various national
parks with only state and local resources.

“It takes 230 federal employees to run Zion National Park,” said Washington County Sheriff Cory
Pulsipher. “We don’t have that kind of manpower so we have to look at the logistics of this thing
and figure out what we can do and what we can’t do.”

Garfield County Commissioner Leland Pollock said Bryce Canyon will open with a host of
contingencies, meaning it will not be business as usual.

Some of the costs will include overtime for and the expense of keeping the facilities clean. While
all the county commissioners agreed they can’t afford to man the parks long term, Garfield and
Washington commissioners believe the cost of keeping the parks closed far outweigh what it will
cost them to reopen and maintain them temporarily. And they’re willing to spend it.

Things are a little different, however, with Glen Canyon, since it’s not just a park but also includes
Lake Powell. Commissioner Doug Heaton said they have take into consideration several issues
unique to their situation.

The counties are still hopeful the federal government might go ahead and fulfill Herbert’s request,
but they are making plans to move forward to reopen and manage the parks using local law
enforcement and money.

Arizona Gov. Jan Brewer made a similar request last week when she asked federal authorities to
allow her to use state funds to reopen and maintain the Grand Canyon. As in the case of Utah,
several businesses also agreed in Arizona to step up and help fund the reopening of the park. A
park official there said as long as the federal government remains shut down, such a plan isn’'t an
option. Local county commissioners said they don’t expect to have any different response here.
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