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Kelly, Katherine <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>

Fwd:  NEWS: President Obama Can/Should Find Way To Open Grand Canyon
As Before
3 messages

Waldron, Suzanne <sue_waldron@nps.gov> Fri, Oct 4, 2013 at 8:18 AM
To: Blake Androff <Blake_Androff@ios.doi.gov>, Kate Kelly <Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Mike Litterst
<Mike_Litterst@nps.gov>

fyi

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Colin Campbell <colin_campbell@nps.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 4, 2013 at 1:13 AM
Subject: Fwd: NEWS: President Obama Can/Should Find Way To Open Grand Canyon As Before
To: Margaret O'Dell <peggy_o'dell@nps.gov>, Suzanne Waldron <sue_waldron@nps.gov>

FYI

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: David Uberuaga <dave_uberuaga@nps.gov>
Date: October 3, 2013, 8:26:31 PM MDT
To: Colin Campbell <Colin_Campbell@nps.gov>, Diane Chalfant <Diane_Chalfant@nps.gov>
Subject: Fwd: NEWS: President Obama Can/Should Find Way To Open Grand Canyon As
Before

Colin,  Heads up! 
Not sure if this will make it out of the state but wanted to give you the latest push today. 

Dave Uberuaga
Superintendent,
Grand Canyon National Park Dave_Uberuaga@nps.gov.
928-606-7802 Cell

Sent from my I phone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maureen Oltrogge <maureen_oltrogge@nps.gov>
Date: October 3, 2013, 5:52:36 PM MST
To: Dave Uberuaga <dave_uberuaga@nps.gov>, Diane Chalfant
<diane_chalfant@nps.gov>,  Kirby-Lynn Shedlowski
<kirbylynn_shedlowski@nps.gov>, Jeremy Lusher <jeremy_lusher@nps.gov>
Subject: Fwd: NEWS: President Obama Can/Should Find Way To Open Grand
Canyon As Before
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Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Mike Scerbo <mscerbo@rosemoserallynpr.com>
Date: October 3, 2013, 4:05:54 PM MST
To: <maureen_oltrogge@nps.gov>
Subject: NEWS: President Obama Can/Should Find Way To Open
Grand Canyon As Before

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
THURSDAY OCTOBER 3, 2013

CONTACT:
Clarinda Vail
Manager, Red Feather Properties
cjvail1@msn.com
928 606 0360

Unacceptable. Gov. Symington
and Pres. Clinton Found A Way.
Obama And  Brewer Must Find A
Way To Get Grand Canyon Open

'Mr. Obama Tear Down These
Barack-cades'

(TUSAYAN, Ariz.) Red Feather Properties, which has been serving
tourists in northern Arizona for nearly a century, is calling on the
Obama administration to reconsider its rejection of third party funds to
keep the Grand Canyon open. The South-Rim based company is also
asking Governor Brewer to reconsider her statement that that 'The
Grand Canyon is not a priority."

Red Feather Properties is urging both sides to find a way to use private
donations, state funds or local governments to keep this national
treasure open while Washington sorts out its budget battles. The
South-Rim based company has already pledged $25,000.

During a government shutdown in 1995, then-Governor Fife Symington
worked with Bill Clinton and used state resources and private donations
to keep the Grand Canyon partially open.

However Governor Brewer's spokesman told Capitol Media Services Jan
Brewer does not intend to repeat Symington's efforts."This isn't 1995,'
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said press aide Andrew Wilder. "We are not in a position to craft a
situation like was done in 1995."

Perhaps that's because the Obama administration has rejected the use
of third party funds to keep the Canyon, and other national parks, open.

Red Feather Properties Manager Clarinda Vail said, "If neither side is
going to make an attempt, then nothing is going to get done.
Thousands of tourists from around the world come here every day to
see the Grand Canyon. What kind of impression does it give them
when they travel here and find out its closed? Even worse, what are the
long-term impacts as people plan their vacations and are forced to
wonder whether bickering in Washington DC will prompt another
closure of this national treasure."

In addition, the federal Government has closed Highway 64 at the
Grand Canyon National Park to keep tourists from getting a passing
glance of the Canyon.

Vail says she doesn't blame the local National Park employees 
because the policies are being established in Washington DC.

Meanwhile the adjacent Town of Tusayan is suffering economically. It's
Mayor, Greg Bryan, worked with Vail to present the third party donation
plan, only to be turned down.

Vail added, "The President needs to take down the Barack-cades that
not only block the way to a national treasure but also block a funding
source that our local community is willing to provide."

Red Feather Properties is pledging $25,000 to help keep the Grand
Canyon open and is urging business owners around the State of
Arizona and around the United States to do the same. Other options
include utilizing funds from the adjacent Town of Tusayan, Arizona
State Parks' funds or an emergency legislative solution.

Red Feather Properties owns and operates the Red
Feather Lodge in Tusayan and owns a number of
commercial properties in Tusayan and has been serving
tourists in Northern Arizona for nearly a century.
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Sue Waldron
Assistant Director, Communications
National Park Service
(202) 208-3046
Visit us at www.nps.gov

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our
heritage.

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA

Litterst, Michael <mike_litterst@nps.gov> Fri, Oct 4, 2013 at 8:44 AM
To: Blake Androff <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>, Kate Kelly <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Sue Waldron
<sue_waldron@nps.gov>

Just a reminder - if we could get that donations statement back from OPM, it would help for situations like this.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Mike Litterst
Chief Spokesperson (acting)

National Park Service
1849 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20240
Ph:  (202) 513-0354
Cell:  (202) 306-4166

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our
heritage.

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Waldron, Suzanne <sue_waldron@nps.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 4, 2013 at 8:18 AM
Subject: Fwd: NEWS: President Obama Can/Should Find Way To Open Grand Canyon As Before
[Quoted text hidden]

Androff, Blake <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov> Fri, Oct 4, 2013 at 8:46 AM
To: "Litterst, Michael" <mike_litterst@nps.gov>
Cc: Kate Kelly <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Sue Waldron <sue_waldron@nps.gov>

Yes - the letter to the SD Gov was just helped by PMB this AM for further discussion with the lawyers.  Will loop
everyone.
[Quoted text hidden]
-- 
Blake Androff
Deputy Director of Communications
U.S. Department of the Interior
Office: (202) 208-6416 | Cel l : (202) 725-7435
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Kelly, Katherine <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>

Fwd:  Government shut down - PLEASE LET PEOPLE RAFT THROUGH
GRAND CANYON!
3 messages

Laura Davis <laura_davis@ios.doi.gov> Tue, Oct 1, 2013 at 5:50 PM
To: Kelly Kate <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Androff Blake <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>

Example.  Let me know if it is getting any more traction than anything else?  Heavy spamming for sure!

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Rosanna Marieke Taney <Marieke.Taney@nau.edu>
Date: October 1, 2013, 5:32:24 PM EDT
To: "laura_davis@ios.doi.gov" <laura_davis@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Government shut down - PLEASE LET PEOPLE RAFT THROUGH GRAND CANYON!

There are people at this moment being denied their chance to raft the Grand Canyon after planning
and saving for months if not years for their trip, already paid thousands of dollars for the trip and
travel arrangements, and that the "essential personnel" at Lee's Ferry are now stopping people from
entering rather than orienting and letting people launch or hike in to join their trips already on the
water. Concessionaires are tak ing a huge blow from this shutdown, and there are the folks right
this moment at the gates being denied their chance at running the Grand Canyon.  This is an
undertak ing that takes months of planning and costs much money to organize, not only for the
outfitters but also for their guests.  These are Americans from all over the country (and also
travelers from other countries) who are finally getting their opportunity to see one of our nation's
crown jewels, they have paid their NPS fees, they have gotten two and a half weeks off of work ,
and now they face being turned away by the Park  Service.

During the 1995-1996 shutdown, Grand Canyon was kept open with the use of private and state
funds.  If the Department of the Interior would get behind a plan like this, at the very least to allow
river trips to continue to launch, it would save businesses and companies that are set to lose
hundreds of thousands of dollars.  Please find a way to keep river trips launching, and the
companies will act in whatever way reasonably possible and help find the funding to keep the park
(or parts of the park) open.

Furthermore, in terms of allowing river trips to launch and allowing the folks scheduled to hike in to
join their trips (which are already on the river), the cost would be minimal.  Emergency response
teams are still work ing for the river trips already down in the canyon, and the rangers at the launch,
Lee's Ferry, are still on duty.  Once a trip has launched from Lee's Ferry, they are largely on their
own, requiring no other contact with Park  service officials, unless there is the rare emergency, in
which case emergency service personnel are considered essential staff and are still available to
assist. 
It has been confirmed that the BLM and the Forest Service are still allowing river trips to launch
within their jurisdiction.   It seems that, the pinnacle of American river running, the Grand Canyon,
should have its outfitters and concessioners, their employees and guests, the same courtesy
extended to them.
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R. Marieke Taney

Lecturer

Northern Arizona University

Parks and Recreation Management

PO Box 15016

Flagstaff, Arizona 86011

Phone: (928) 523-2384

Fax: (928) 523-2275

email: marieke.taney@nau.edu

"Find what you love... Love what you find"

 

Androff, Blake <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov> Tue, Oct 1, 2013 at 5:54 PM
To: Laura Davis <laura_davis@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Kelly Kate <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Tim Fullerton <tim_fullerton@ios.doi.gov>

+Tim to keep an eye on it from the digital side, but not really yet.
[Quoted text hidden]
-- 
Blake Androff
Deputy Director of Communications
U.S. Department of the Interior
Office: (202) 208-6416 | Cel l : (202) 725-7435

Laura Davis <laura_davis@ios.doi.gov> Tue, Oct 1, 2013 at 6:10 PM
To: "Androff, Blake" <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Kelly Kate <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Tim Fullerton <tim_fullerton@ios.doi.gov>

Thanks. 

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 1, 2013, at 6:00 PM, "Androff, Blake" <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

+Tim to keep an eye on it from the digital side, but not really yet.

On Tue, Oct 1, 2013 at 5:50 PM, Laura Davis <laura_davis@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Example.  Let me know if it is getting any more traction than anything else?  Heavy spamming
for sure!

Sent from my iPhone
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Begin forwarded message:

From: Rosanna Marieke Taney <Marieke.Taney@nau.edu>
Date: October 1, 2013, 5:32:24 PM EDT
To: "laura_davis@ios.doi.gov" <laura_davis@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Government shut down - PLEASE LET PEOPLE RAFT THROUGH
GRAND CANYON!

<image001.gif>

There are people at this moment being denied their chance to raft the Grand
Canyon after planning and saving for months if not years for their trip, already paid
thousands of dollars for the trip and travel arrangements, and that the "essential
personnel" at Lee's Ferry are now stopping people from entering rather than
orienting and letting people launch or hike in to join their trips already on the water.
Concessionaires are tak ing a huge blow from this shutdown, and there are the
folks right this moment at the gates being denied their chance at running the
Grand Canyon.  This is an undertak ing that takes months of planning and costs
much money to organize, not only for the outfitters but also for their guests.
 These are Americans from all over the country (and also travelers from other
countries) who are finally getting their opportunity to see one of our nation's crown
jewels, they have paid their NPS fees, they have gotten two and a half weeks off of
work , and now they face being turned away by the Park  Service.

During the 1995-1996 shutdown, Grand Canyon was kept open with the use of
private and state funds.  If the Department of the Interior would get behind a plan
like this, at the very least to allow river trips to continue to launch, it would save
businesses and companies that are set to lose hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
Please find a way to keep river trips launching, and the companies will act in
whatever way reasonably possible and help find the funding to keep the park  (or
parts of the park) open.

Furthermore, in terms of allowing river trips to launch and allowing the folks
scheduled to hike in to join their trips (which are already on the river), the cost
would be minimal.  Emergency response teams are still work ing for the river trips
already down in the canyon, and the rangers at the launch, Lee's Ferry, are still on
duty.  Once a trip has launched from Lee's Ferry, they are largely on their own,
requiring no other contact with Park  service officials, unless there is the rare
emergency, in which case emergency service personnel are considered essential
staff and are still available to assist. 
It has been confirmed that the BLM and the Forest Service are still allowing river
trips to launch within their jurisdiction.   It seems that, the pinnacle of American
river running, the Grand Canyon, should have its outfitters and concessioners, their
employees and guests, the same courtesy extended to them.

 

 

R. Marieke Taney

Lecturer

Northern Arizona University
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Parks and Recreation Management

PO Box 15016

Flagstaff, Arizona 86011

Phone: (928) 523-2384

Fax: (928) 523-2275

email: marieke.taney@nau.edu

"Find what you love... Love what you find"

 

-- 
Blake Androff
Deputy Director of Communications
U.S. Department of the Interior
Office: (202) 208-6416 | Cel l : (202) 725-7435
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Kelly, Katherine <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>

Fwd:  NEWS: President Obama Can/Should Find Way To Open Grand Canyon
As Before
3 messages

Waldron, Suzanne <sue_waldron@nps.gov> Fri, Oct 4, 2013 at 8:18 AM
To: Blake Androff <Blake_Androff@ios.doi.gov>, Kate Kelly <Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Mike Litterst
<Mike_Litterst@nps.gov>

fyi

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Colin Campbell <colin_campbell@nps.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 4, 2013 at 1:13 AM
Subject: Fwd: NEWS: President Obama Can/Should Find Way To Open Grand Canyon As Before
To: Margaret O'Dell <peggy_o'dell@nps.gov>, Suzanne Waldron <sue_waldron@nps.gov>

FYI

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: David Uberuaga <dave_uberuaga@nps.gov>
Date: October 3, 2013, 8:26:31 PM MDT
To: Colin Campbell <Colin_Campbell@nps.gov>, Diane Chalfant <Diane_Chalfant@nps.gov>
Subject: Fwd: NEWS: President Obama Can/Should Find Way To Open Grand Canyon As
Before

Colin,  Heads up! 
Not sure if this will make it out of the state but wanted to give you the latest push today. 

Dave Uberuaga
Superintendent,
Grand Canyon National Park Dave_Uberuaga@nps.gov.
928-606-7802 Cell

Sent from my I phone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maureen Oltrogge <maureen_oltrogge@nps.gov>
Date: October 3, 2013, 5:52:36 PM MST
To: Dave Uberuaga <dave_uberuaga@nps.gov>, Diane Chalfant
<diane_chalfant@nps.gov>,  Kirby-Lynn Shedlowski
<kirbylynn_shedlowski@nps.gov>, Jeremy Lusher <jeremy_lusher@nps.gov>
Subject: Fwd: NEWS: President Obama Can/Should Find Way To Open Grand
Canyon As Before
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Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Mike Scerbo <mscerbo@rosemoserallynpr.com>
Date: October 3, 2013, 4:05:54 PM MST
To: <maureen_oltrogge@nps.gov>
Subject: NEWS: President Obama Can/Should Find Way To Open
Grand Canyon As Before

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
THURSDAY OCTOBER 3, 2013

CONTACT:
Clarinda Vail
Manager, Red Feather Properties
cjvail1@msn.com
928 606 0360

Unacceptable. Gov. Symington
and Pres. Clinton Found A Way.
Obama And  Brewer Must Find A
Way To Get Grand Canyon Open

'Mr. Obama Tear Down These
Barack-cades'

(TUSAYAN, Ariz.) Red Feather Properties, which has been serving
tourists in northern Arizona for nearly a century, is calling on the
Obama administration to reconsider its rejection of third party funds to
keep the Grand Canyon open. The South-Rim based company is also
asking Governor Brewer to reconsider her statement that that 'The
Grand Canyon is not a priority."

Red Feather Properties is urging both sides to find a way to use private
donations, state funds or local governments to keep this national
treasure open while Washington sorts out its budget battles. The
South-Rim based company has already pledged $25,000.

During a government shutdown in 1995, then-Governor Fife Symington
worked with Bill Clinton and used state resources and private donations
to keep the Grand Canyon partially open.

However Governor Brewer's spokesman told Capitol Media Services Jan
Brewer does not intend to repeat Symington's efforts."This isn't 1995,'
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said press aide Andrew Wilder. "We are not in a position to craft a
situation like was done in 1995."

Perhaps that's because the Obama administration has rejected the use
of third party funds to keep the Canyon, and other national parks, open.

Red Feather Properties Manager Clarinda Vail said, "If neither side is
going to make an attempt, then nothing is going to get done.
Thousands of tourists from around the world come here every day to
see the Grand Canyon. What kind of impression does it give them
when they travel here and find out its closed? Even worse, what are the
long-term impacts as people plan their vacations and are forced to
wonder whether bickering in Washington DC will prompt another
closure of this national treasure."

In addition, the federal Government has closed Highway 64 at the
Grand Canyon National Park to keep tourists from getting a passing
glance of the Canyon.

Vail says she doesn't blame the local National Park employees 
because the policies are being established in Washington DC.

Meanwhile the adjacent Town of Tusayan is suffering economically. It's
Mayor, Greg Bryan, worked with Vail to present the third party donation
plan, only to be turned down.

Vail added, "The President needs to take down the Barack-cades that
not only block the way to a national treasure but also block a funding
source that our local community is willing to provide."

Red Feather Properties is pledging $25,000 to help keep the Grand
Canyon open and is urging business owners around the State of
Arizona and around the United States to do the same. Other options
include utilizing funds from the adjacent Town of Tusayan, Arizona
State Parks' funds or an emergency legislative solution.

Red Feather Properties owns and operates the Red
Feather Lodge in Tusayan and owns a number of
commercial properties in Tusayan and has been serving
tourists in Northern Arizona for nearly a century.
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Sue Waldron
Assistant Director, Communications
National Park Service
(202) 208-3046
Visit us at www.nps.gov

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our
heritage.

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA

Litterst, Michael <mike_litterst@nps.gov> Fri, Oct 4, 2013 at 8:44 AM
To: Blake Androff <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>, Kate Kelly <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Sue Waldron
<sue_waldron@nps.gov>

Just a reminder - if we could get that donations statement back from OPM, it would help for situations like this.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Mike Litterst
Chief Spokesperson (acting)

National Park Service
1849 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20240
Ph:  (202) 513-0354
Cell:  (202) 306-4166

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our
heritage.

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Waldron, Suzanne <sue_waldron@nps.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 4, 2013 at 8:18 AM
Subject: Fwd: NEWS: President Obama Can/Should Find Way To Open Grand Canyon As Before
[Quoted text hidden]

Androff, Blake <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov> Fri, Oct 4, 2013 at 8:46 AM
To: "Litterst, Michael" <mike_litterst@nps.gov>
Cc: Kate Kelly <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Sue Waldron <sue_waldron@nps.gov>

Yes - the letter to the SD Gov was just helped by PMB this AM for further discussion with the lawyers.  Will loop
everyone.
[Quoted text hidden]
-- 
Blake Androff
Deputy Director of Communications
U.S. Department of the Interior
Office: (202) 208-6416 | Cel l : (202) 725-7435
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Kelly, Katherine <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>

Fwd:  Were Grand Canyon and Carlsbad Cavern opened in 1995-1996
shutdown using donations?
3 messages

Blake Androff <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov> Fri, Oct 4, 2013 at 8:22 AM
To: Kate P Kelly <Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>

FYI on the SD ltr. 

Blake Androff
Deputy Director of Communications
U.S. Department of the Interior

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
Date: October 4, 2013 at 8:18:58 AM EDT
To: "Crutchfield, Craig" <Craig_Crutchfield@omb.eop.gov>
Cc: "Denise A. Flanagan (Denise_Flanagan@ios.doi.gov)" <Denise_Flanagan@ios.doi.gov>, 
"Adrianne Moss (Adrianne_Moss@ios.doi.gov)" <Adrianne_Moss@ios.doi.gov>,  "Blake Androff
(Blake_Androff@ios.doi.gov)" <Blake_Androff@ios.doi.gov>, "Burnett, Ben"
<Benjamin_Burnett@omb.eop.gov>,  "Hoef, Jennifer E." <Jennifer_E._Hoef@omb.eop.gov>
Subject: Re: Were Grand Canyon and Carlsbad Cavern opened in 1995-1996 shutdown
using donations?

We are holding on the letter - will revisit the statement of "similar offers" and we will send you our
legal defense.

On Fri, Oct 4, 2013 at 8:02 AM, Haze, Pam <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Craig we are going to send this letter this morning.  Wanted to make sure you are aware.

On Thu, Oct 3, 2013 at 6:10 PM, Crutchfield, Craig <Craig_Crutchfield@omb.eop.gov> wrote:

I vividly recall the Arizona governor’s offer to use the National guard to keep open Grand
Canyon, but I did not recall that park being opened again during the second shutdown of 1995-
96 through the use of donated funds, as the article below suggests.

 

Blake, before you send the letter to the South Dakota governor, with a reference to not
accepting donations in 1995, we should make sure that there were not cases back then where
a park was opened through the use of donations. 
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GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN: Obama admin dusts off
Clinton's 1995 playbook
Robin Bravender and Emily Yehle, E&E reporters

Published: Thursday, October 3, 2013

Gridlock engulfed Capitol Hill, the gates at Grand Canyon were locked, and federal workers
went home, wondering if they'd make their mortgage payments.

It was 1995.

The current federal shutdown is looking eerily like the scene nearly two decades ago, when
the Clinton administration faced off against then-House Speaker Newt Gingrich. Then, like
now, there was widespread outcry about access to national parks, federal workers fretted over
getting their paychecks, and Democratic agency heads hunkered down -- blaming it all on the
GOP-led House.

Some of the headlines from the winter of 1995-96 might sound familiar.

"National parks shut down" was a Nov. 17, 1995, story from United Press International.
"Budget impasse halts cleanup at Superfund sites," said a Jan. 5, 1996, story in the Journal
of Commerce. A Jan. 6, 1996, headline in the Newark, N.J., Star-Ledger said, "Idled federal
workers face own budget ills."

While the political disagreement was the same then as now -- Republicans wanted to cut the
budget, and even used the debt ceiling as leverage -- the details differed. In 1995, House
Republicans had a regular spending bill they wanted to pass, and the White House didn't like
the cuts. This time around, politicians are fighting over an Obamacare rider; the stopgap
funding bill is along for the ride.

But when it comes to PR, the Obama administration appears to be taking a page out of
President Clinton's 1995 playbook.

Then -- as now -- the national parks were used as a poster child to tug on heartstrings across
America and highlight the perils of the shutdown. Park rangers herded tourists out of
Yosemite, Grand Canyon and Yellowstone and locked the gates in November under the first of
two shutdowns in 1995. It sparked such an outcry that when the next shutdown began in
December, Arizona and New Mexico found money to keep the Grand Canyon and Carlsbad
Caverns national parks open.

The administration's strategy: Hunker down and blame the GOP as outrage grows over the
lack of federal services. So far, agency heads have canceled their speaking plans and aren't
launching any public relations offensives to rail against the shuttering of their offices.

EPA chief Gina McCarthy has had no public meetings since the shutdown began three days
ago, according to her public schedule, and she canceled a speaking event scheduled for
today. Interior Secretary Sally Jewell canceled her plans to travel to the Society of
Environmental Journalists conference this week, and she's been working out of the agency's
Washington headquarters, according to an agency spokeswoman.

Top agency officials took a similar approach the last time around.

"My recollection is that Carol [Browner] and all other political appointees at EPA were not
engaged in public activities during the shutdown," said David Gardiner, who served as EPA's
policy chief during the Clinton administration. "We were at EPA working on keeping the place
running during the shutdown and not traveling or doing public activities."

Gardiner said one of then-EPA Administrator Browner's most pressing activities at the time
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was recording regular updates for employees who called in to check on the status of the
shutdown.

But that strategy started to change as shutdowns became commonplace.

On the eve of the second shutdown in 1995, Vice President Al Gore visited a water treatment
plant in Maryland to hammer the Republican budget for threatening water quality. Joined by
Browner, he listed cuts to wastewater treatment funding, environmental programs and state
drinking water funds.

"Safe, clean water is the first line of defense in protecting public health, protecting our children
and our families, and protecting the basic values that are fundamental to the American quality
of life," Gore said, according to a press release at the time. "We must not allow the
Republican budget to roll back the progress of the past 25 years."

And at the end of December 1995, as the second shutdown continued, EPA officials started to
speak out about the perils posed by Superfund sites that faced funding shortfalls.

"We're very concerned about the one-quarter of Americans who live within 4 miles of a
Superfund site," Browner told Reuters in late December. EPA was on the cusp of halting work
at sites except those that posed an "imminent threat" to public health or the environment.

 

Androff, Blake <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov> Fri, Oct 4, 2013 at 8:47 AM
To: Maureen Foster <Maureen_Foster@nps.gov>, Suzanne Waldron <Sue_Waldron@nps.gov>, Michael Litterst
<Mike_Litterst@nps.gov>, Katherine Kelly <Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Pam Haze <Pam_Haze@ios.doi.gov>, Denise
Flanagan <Denise_Flanagan@ios.doi.gov>, Adrianne Moss <Adrianne_Moss@ios.doi.gov>

Pam -- Looping NPS.  I thought Maureen said this letter was sent last night.  Can someone clarify?

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Haze, Pam <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
[Quoted text hidden]

-- 
Blake Androff
Deputy Director of Communications
U.S. Department of the Interior
Office: (202) 208-6416 | Cel l : (202) 725-7435

Foster, Maureen <maureen_foster@nps.gov> Fri, Oct 4, 2013 at 8:55 AM
To: "Androff, Blake" <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Suzanne Waldron <Sue_Waldron@nps.gov>, Michael Litterst <Mike_Litterst@nps.gov>, Katherine Kelly
<Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Pam Haze <Pam_Haze@ios.doi.gov>, Denise Flanagan
<Denise_Flanagan@ios.doi.gov>, Adrianne Moss <Adrianne_Moss@ios.doi.gov>

It was sent yesterday

________________________
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Maureen D. Foster
Chief of Staff
National Park Service
1849 C Street, NW, Room 3114
Washington, DC 20240
202.208.5970 (direct)
202.208.3818 (main)

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA
The National Park Service cares for special places
saved by the American people,
so that all may experience our heritage.
[Quoted text hidden]
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