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1 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. Good norni ng, everyone.
2| think we'll go ahead and get started in a few mnutes. |
3| just have a couple coments at the outset. This neeting

41 was initially scheduled to be a tribal consultation, so a
5| conversation on a governnent-to-governnent basis between
6| the Federal Governnment and any tribal governnments and

7| their representatives. However, there don't seemto be

8| any tribal leaders in the room and so we can't call it a
9| tribal consultation. So this norning's neeting wll not
10 | be tribal consultation, and we'll be taking coments from

11 ever ybody who wi shes to give a comment.

12 So |l had initially set up alittle roadmap of
13 | where we're going to go this norning. So we're going to
14 | start out with a wel cone and openi ng prayer from

15| M. Leonard Wabasha. He's fromthe Shakopee Cul tural

16 Resource Departnent. And | probably butchered his nane.
17 MR. LEONARD WABASHA: Good norning. Welcone to
18 | the Shakopee Mlewakanton Sioux Community. W really hope
19 | that you enjoy the accommopdations that we have to offer
20 here. If you're not famliar, we have a fitness center
21| right over here if you get tine. You know, stop by there
22 | and check it out. There's a nice steamroomthat | enjoy
23 nmysel f.

24 One of the other enterprises that we have aside

25| fromthe gamng is our natural foods. Many of the foods
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1| that we offer there are grown here on the reservation.

2| They're 100 percent organic. |'ve spent a lot of tine

3| over there nyself helping themout a little bit.

4 But again, welcone. And if you ganble, please
5| do so responsibly.

6 So now !l would like to ask you to please rise

7 for the prayer.

8 (M. Wabasha recites a prayer in his Native
9 | language.)
10 G andf at her, thank you for this beautiful day.

11 | Today | ask you for your blessings for the people, for

12 health, for life, and for help that we may all get al ong
13 | together. Love one another.

14 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. Thank you, Leonard. Any
15| time we do sonething in any country, we always have to

16 | start off properly with a prayer. So we appreciate your
17 | prayers this norning, Leonard. And | hope to have a good

18 conver sati on.

19 The way the roomis set up in hereis alittle
20 | awkward. | understand this neeting and the next neeting
21| there's a "U' shape, but all the other neetings will be

22 | classroomseating. So please feel free to conme up and
23| sit around the table so we can have a better discussion.
24 |f you would like to do so, we will have a couple m nutes

25| for you to relocate. And maybe during that tine, we can
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1 I ntroduce oursel ves.
2 My name is Derrick Beetso. |'mfrom Navajo
3| Nation. | am Counselor to Assistant Secretary Kevin

4 | Washburn. Assistant Secretary Washburn sends his regrets
5| that he was unable to attend this norning, but he's

6| definitely here through ne. |'mhere representing his

7 of fice.

8 So we'll then let the other federal officials
9| in the roomintroduce thensel ves so you guys can know who
10 | the other federal officials are today.

11 M5. JENNI FER ROMERO. Good norning. |'m

12 | Jennifer Romero. | ama senior advisor in the Ofice of
13 | the Secretary of Departnent of the Interior.

14 M5. VENUS MCGHEE PRI NCE: Good norning. M

15| name is Venus McGhee Prince. | am from Southern Al abama
16 | and |I'm serving as the Deputy Solicitor for I|ndian

17 | Affairs at the Departnent of the Interior.

18 MR. CRAI G DORSETT: Good norning. M nane is
19 Craig Dorsett, and |I'm an advi sor to Assistant Secretary
20 Rhea Suh at the Departnent of the Interior.

21 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. And then we have

22 | Annette Ronero, who is in our Departnent of Regul atory
23| Affairs. She's at the front manning the table. So if
24 | you guys didn't get a chance to do so, there's a sign-in

25| sheet, please sign in your nane. As nuch as you can,
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1| signit legibly so we can read it. And also pick up the
2 | packet of papers if you haven't done so already. There's
3| materials with the PowerPoint that we'll be presenting

4| today. There's also a FAQ sheet on what we wll be

5| discussing today. And then the Federal Registry Notice

6| for Advance Proposed Rul e maki ng Process.

7 A coupl e housekeepi ng notes. W do have a

8 | court reporter here, so everything will be transcri bed.

9| So before you speak, please state your nanme and where

10| you're fromclearly so that she can type it down

11 accurately, and nmake sure all your statenents are clear.
12 | W have a good nunber of folks here in the room so what
13| we'll dois we'll nmake sure everybody has a chance to

14 | speak once through before we start taking second comments
15| fromindividuals. So please keep your statenents concise
16 | and cl ear.

17 And | guess at this point, we're going to run
18 | through this PowerPoint, and we'll shift it over to

19 | Jennifer, and Jennifer can give a discussion of why we're
20 here and how we got here.

21 M5. JENNI FER ROMERO  Thanks, Derrick. So |I'm
22 | actually going to start by giving a very brief overview
23| of the history of the Native Hawaiian people and their

24 | governnent. Before | do that, let nme just give you a

25 | background on Native Hawaiian Affairs. So |ike
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1| Anerican Indians and Al aska Natives on mainland, the

2| Native Hawaiians are a distinct, native people who |ived
3| and exercised sovereignty over the Hawaiian |slands for

4 | centuries before European contact and the formation of a
5| federal governnment. Native Hawaiians continue to

6| maintain their national identity as a distinct people

7| with a unique | anguage, culture, and history and | and

8 base. But despite these attributes, Native Hawaii ans are
9| the only indigenous community in the United States that
10 | does not have a governnent-to-governnment relationship

11| wth the United States. So currently, no federal

12 regul ati ons apply and exist for recognizing a Native

13 | Hawai i an gover nnent.

14 So with that background, let nme give the

15 | audi ence a quick history of the Native Hawaiian people
16 | and governnent. | think it's inportant to recogni ze and
17 understand that Native Hawaiians -- the islands were

18 | settled by Polynesians in the archipelago as early as

19| 300 A.D. It took several centuries for the distinct

20 Nati ve Hawaii an social systemto energe. And that soci al
21 | systemwas then governed by district chiefs, who really
22 | had stewardship over the | ands by about the year of 1000.
23 So about by 1500, four high chiefs energed, and
24 | they controlled the districts through inter island

25| allegiances and marriages. These four individual chiefs
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1| ruled the individual islands as distinct yet interrel ated
2| realns.

3 But by 1810, one chief enmerged as the | eader,

4 | and his nanme was Kanehaneha. And he consolidated and

5| governed the chiefdons as a Federated Inter-1sland

6 | Kingdom King Kanehaneha conquered and unified the

7 I sl ands and established a nonarchy under his rule.

8 During his rule and his heir's rule until about
9 1839, a constitutional nonarchy was forned. The

10 | Constitution of the Kingdom of Hawaii had -- and in the
11 | ki ngdom had crimnal and civil codes. They had session
12 | aws that were enacted. And during this tinme, the

13| United States had diplomatic rel ationshi ps and a trade
14 | relationship with Hawaii. Hawaii also entered into

15| treaties wth foreign nations, including the

16 | United States.

17 So wwth that, | would like to go over a little
18 | bit of the history of the governnent and how t he

19 United States becane involved with the conmmunity of

20 Hawai i. The constitutional nonarchy was overthrown by
21 United States businessnen with the help of the

22| United States Marines in 1893. A provisional governmnent
23| was put into place, and eventually, Queen Lili'uokal ani,
24| who ruled at the tine, was forced to abdicate the throne.

25 In 1898, the United States annexed Hawaii as a
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1| territory despite nmassive protests by Native Hawaii ans
2| still loyal to their queen and despite no formal treaty
3| of ramfication ratified by Congress.

4 And in 1959, Hawaii becane the 50th state of
5| the union.

6 During the 20th Century, Native Hawaii ans

7| experienced nmassive social, economc, and political

8 upheaval. The United States Policy of Assim |l ation

9| caused Native Hawaiian | anguage, culture, and ways of
10 | life to becone under threat. But the Native Hawaii ans
11 and their traditions persisted, their |anguages

12 persisted, and the United States continued to recognize
13 | Native Hawaiian people as the indi genous peopl e of

14 | Hawaii, enacting laws that forned the basis for the

15| special and political relationship it has with the

16 United States today.

17 So during the 20th Century, like | said,

18 | Native Hawaiians experienced a major shift in their way
19 of life. And in 1993, 100 years after the overthrow of
20 | the Hawaiian Kingdom the United States formally

21 | apologized for its participation in the overthrow,

22 | explicitly acknow edgi ng the special relationship that
23 | exists between the United States and the Native Hawaii an
24 people. The United States al so acknow edged that the

25| Native Hawaiian people never relinquished their
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1| sovereignty and that the overthrow was ill egal.

2| That kicked off a reconciliation process between

3 Native Hawaiians and the United States.

4 In 1999, the Departnent of the Interior and

5| the Departnent of Justice conducted neetings in Hawaii

6| to investigate the process of reconciliation with the

7 Nati ve Hawaii an people. The neetings touched on

8 | topics including sovereignty, conmunity, and econom c

9 | devel opnent, health, education, and housing. The federal
10 | report that followed those community neetings cane about
11 in 2000. And that federal report recomended

12 Native Hawaiian self determ nation and self governnents
13 | through Federal Recognition as its highest priority.

14 In 2000, that -- the 2000 report, it's called
15| "From Mauka to Makai, the River of Justice Mist Fl ow

16 Freely," that kicked off a legislative effort by the

17 Hawai i an congressional del egation to introduce

18 | legislation in Congress for the Federal Recognition of

19 | the Native Hawaiian people. Even though that

20 | egislation -- it was introduced by Senator Akaka. Even
21 | though that |egislation passed the house in 2010 and it
22| cleared the Senate on Indian Affairs, it failed to becone
23 | | aw

24 And in 2012, Senator Akaka retired, and he was,
25| of course, the primary sponsor of this bill. And simlar
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1| legislation since his retirenent has not been introduced.
2 So getting to how we got here, | think it's
3| inportant to recognize the history of the Native Hawaii an
4 people, its governnent. |It's very inportant to recognize
5| that they had sovereignty over their |ands and that the
6| United States played a role in -- recognizing that it did
7| play a -- that it did have a role in overthrow ng that
8 | governnment and in 1993 acknow edging that it was ill egal
9| and setting off a reconciliation process. And we're

10 | still in that reconciliation process. And as a result of
11| those events, we're here today to speak with all of you
12 about the Advance Notice of Proposed Rule Making. In

13 | June, Secretary Jewell announced the ANPRM as it's

14 | called, and that we were seeking comments on a --

15 basi cally seeking comments on whether the Secretary

16 | shoul d propose a rule. Should the Secretary engage in
17 | rule making that would facilitate the reestablishnment of
18 | a governnent-to-governnent relationship with the Native
19 Hawai i an Conmuni ty.

20 Like | said, the ANPRMis a first step in

21| determ ning whether Interior should actually develop a
22| formal rule. And here to talk about what the ANPRM

23 precisely is is ny coll eague, Venus.

24 M5. VENUS MCGHEE PRI NCE: Essentially, |'m not
25| going to lie, because, being a | awer, | know a | ot of
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1| times things get junbled up in what we call "l egal ese.”
2| And so | try very hard to, you know, nake sure that we're
3 not -- that we're conveying what we nean to convey when
41 we talk to people about these things.
5 ANPRM in ny opinion, is sort of a fancy way of
6| saying we're asking questions. Instead of com ng out of
7| the gate with pre-conceived notions or a rule that's
8 | already been partially baked, that we are really con ng
9| out at this point to ask questions about whether we
10 | should even go through that effort of drafting a rule,
11| you know, that would work. So the ANPRM as you'll see,
12 is a |longer docunent, l|longer, lengthier than sone of us
13| would have liked it to be, that has 19 detail ed
14 | questions. But essentially, those detail ed questions
15 ki nd of boil down to five essential questions. And the
16 | first one really is -- it is the first threshold
17 | question. |If you say no to this question, we don't need
18| to even go beyond that to the other four questions. And
19 | right now, as Jennifer nentioned, |like the Native
20 Hawai i an Community, the Secretary doesn't have a process
21| at all by which she could recognize a Native Hawaii an
22| governnent if a Native Hawaiian governnent were forned
23 | and cane to her saying please recogni ze us. There's
24 nothing in place right now for that. So essentially, the
25| first question is whether you believe that that -- | know
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1 Rhea Suh called it a door -- whether you think that door
2| should even be in place. And I think that's essentially
3| the first question.

4 And if you think the Secretary should put that
5| door in place, the next two questions essentially relate
6| to what the Secretary's role should be. And when | was
7| thinking about it and wanting to have people
8 understand -- | know the tribes have questions -- is, you
9| know, should the Secretary assist in the reorganization,
10 | should the Secretary help the Native Hawaiian Comrunity
11| in formng its governnent, in the sane way tribes have
12 Part 81 by which they can request that the Secretary hold
13 | an election on, you know, their governing docunments and
14| things like that. That doesn't exist right now for the
15| Native Hawaiian Community. And the question is should
16 | the Secretary put sonething in place relating to her role
17 | or there being an option for her to help facilitate, and,
18| if so, how should she -- you know, how shoul d she
19| facilitate? Wat do you think that should | ook |ike?
20| And I think it's very unique for the Native Hawaii an
21 | Community because, you know, unlike tribes who don't have
22 | good relationships with their respective states nost of
23| the tinme, you do have the Ofice of Hawaiian Affairs in
24 Hawaii that is currently engaged in a nation building
25| process for the Native Hawaiian Community. So in sone
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1| ways, you know, questions two and three of this process
2| about the Secretary's role in the facilitation, | think
3| really they're just about if you believe that the
4| current, you know, process that OHA is undertaking, you
5| know, if everyone is behind that, then the Secretary
6| getting involved in that part of the process could just
7 be confusing. But | think the purpose of those two
8 | questions is really to ask people do you think that the
9| Secretary should be involved at all, and, if so, how,
10 | and, if so, how would that work and not confuse the
11 | current nation building efforts that are going on out in
12 | Hawaii .
13 If you don't believe the Secretary shoul d
14 | assist, which I think we heard a |ot of out in Hawaii
15| that people wanted either the OHA facilitated process
16 | that the comunity was engaged in, or if the comunity
17 | engaged its own comunity driven process, | think there
18 | was a strong preference that we were hearing at least in
19 | the oral comments that we heard at neetings for that.
20 But even if you don't believe the Secretary should be
21| involved, and so you're kind of no to two and three, you
22 | don't think the Secretary should be invol ved, the next
23 | two questions and the next part of the process that would
24 need still to be addressed is how should the Secretary
25| then -- what process should be in place for the Secretary
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1| to recognize whatever governing entity is established by
2| the community. And we need -- because once -- if the

3| community goes through the nation building process and

4 has a governnent that it wants to cone and knock on the
S| door with the Secretary to be federally recogni zed, what
6| criteria should the Secretary have in place to nmake sure
7| that that governing entity that is knocking at the door

8 Is the representative entity of the Native Hawaii an

9| Community. And | think -- like right now tri bes have

10 | Part 83, which is the Federal Acknow edgnent process for
11| tribes, which isn't quite suited at all to the Native

12 Hawai i an Community because the Part 83 process for tribes
13| is the tribes going through and seeking that Federal

14 | Recognition to have a special political and trust

15 rel ati onshi p and have that governnent-to-gover nnent

16 relationship. WelIl, the Native Hawaiian Comrunity is

17| different already fromthe outset because that speci al

18 | political and trust relationship has already been there
19 | and been reinforced by Congress, and so really you're

20 | just mssing that governnent to governnent piece. And
21| that's the part that we've been focused on in this

22| process. So Part 83 includes criteria such as, you know,
23 | distinct community and political influence and authority,
24 | you know, and having a nenbership list and all that. And

25 | know that sone of that is already being done as part of
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1| the nation building process. But we need to hear from
2| the community about how do you think -- you know, what do
3| you think would prove that the governing entity is the
4 representative voice of the Native Hawaiian Community so
5| the Secretary would know -- because if the Secretary
6| gets, you know, three different requests or nore than
7| that fromdifferent governing entities, how does she
8 | determne which one is -- you know, is the true
9| representative voice?
10 So bottomline is -- what we are asking at this
11 point is, if you think that door should be there, what
12 | should it look |like and who should be able to wal k
13| through it. And | think that's where we really need
14 | input fromthe Native Hawaiian Conmunity. And | know
15| sone people have asked why the tribal consultations. And
16 | one reason for the tribal consultations -- well, there
17| were two main reasons for tribal consultations. And then
18 | one of those is because tribes do have experience with
19 | the Federal Recognition process, although it's different
20 | and there are things that woul d obviously need to be
21| tweaked. And that's why we're entertaining an
22 | independent rule for the Native Hawaiian Community, that
23| we still think that the tribes may have sone hel pf ul
24 | things to say fromtheir experience and know edge with
25| Federal Recognition process. And the other aspect is
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1| just that, as you all know, there can be a | ot of
2| msinformati on and m scomruni cati on soneti nes when the
3| Federal CGovernnent is engaged in these types of
4 processes, and we really just want to nmake sure that
5| everyone, including tribes, are not getting inaccurate
6| information and are m sunderstandi ng what we are trying
7| to do at this point. So we are still in the very early
8 | stages, and we are really at this point just asking
9| questions. And it really just boils down to whether
10 | there should be this door in place, whether or not the
11 Nat i ve Hawaii an governnent ever chooses to cone and
12 petition the Secretary. |It's basically creating an
13 | option for the Native Hawaiian Community if it goes
14 | forward.
15 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. So this norning's
16 presentation was initially geared towards tribal | eaders
17| since this was initially tribal consultation. But since
18| we didn't have the tribal |eaders here, it shifted, so
19 it's not tribal consultation anynore. So | just want to
20 | give you, you know, why we're so heavy on the background.
21| Qobviously, there's a lot of representatives here fromthe
22 Native Hawaiian Community. So | wanted to note that.
23 So if you look at the screen, there's ways that
24 | you can submt witten comments. The deadline for
25| submtting witten coments is August 19. You can submt
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1| them several ways, through a eRul emaking portal or
2| through mail or hand delivery to the address on the
3| screen. There's also contact information. For further
4 i nformation, contact John Strylowski in the Ofice of the
5| Secretary. And there's a phone nunber and email there as
6| well. W'Il keep this screen up there so you guys can
7] jot down this information if you guys don't already have
8 it. It's also in the packets of information that you
9 | guys have.
10 So at this point, | guess we'll go ahead and
11| start taking coments. So if you would like to nmake a
12 coment, we'll start an informal queue. So do we have
13 | any volunteers to nmake a first conment or statenent or
14 | question for the panel here? Over here?
15 FEMALE SPEAKER | was wondering if we can go
16 | around the roomif there's tine.
17 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. Onh, yeah. Let's do that.
18 | Let's go around the room and do introductions. Ckay.
19 M5. CARMEN HULU LI NDSEY: Hello. Geetings to
20| you all. M nane is Carnen Hulu Lindsey, and | am here
21| in nmy capacity as the Trustee of the Ofice of Hawaii an
22| Affairs. To the Shakopee Mlewakant on Sioux Comrunity,
23| let ne begin by saying that | am hunbl ed by the
24 | opportunity to neet with you here on your sovereign | and.
25| Aloha as well to our representatives fromthe U S.
800-545-9668 Paradigm Reporting & Captioning #79540

612-339-0545 www.paradigmreporting.com



Mystic Lake Casino

7/29/2014 Tribal Consultation Page: 19
1 Departnents of Interior and Justice and all others in
2 | attendance here today.
3 As many of you may know, the O fice of Hawaii an
4| Affairs is a quasi-autononous governnental agency |ed by
5| a nine-nenber board of Native Hawaiian trustees el ected
6| by all of the people of Hawaii. W are responsible for
7 managi ng the Native Hawaiian trust and for advocating for
8| the rights of our Native Hawaiian people until a
9| freestanding governing entity assunes those
10 | responsibilities.
11 On behal f of our entire board and agency, |
12 extend a very warmaloha to you all. Wth ne today is
13 | our chief advocate M. Kawka Riley. And I will turn the
14 | m crophone over to himto share our board's position.
15 MR. KAW KA RILEY: WMhal o, Trustee. Cood
16 norni ng and wel cone to everyone. As Trustee nentioned,
17| ny nane is Kawka Riley. |'mthe chief advocate for the
18| O fice of Hawaiian Affairs. And, Derrick, if I may, |
19 can just provide a few remarks on behalf of the office.
20| The Ofice of Hawaiian Affairs stands in strong support
21| of federal rule making or other expedited action
22 | that would result in a process to reestablish a
23 | governnent-to-governnent relationship between the
24 Nati ve Hawaiian people and the United States. W have
25| issued our full, formal comments in support and have
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1| submtted themto the Departnent of the Interior. W
2| also have several hard copies if anybody is interested.
3 | have them here in ny binder.
4 While the history which Jennifer went into very
5| well between the United States and the Native Hawaii an
6| people is conplicated, OHA's reasons for supporting this
7| rule making are sinple and clear.
8 First of all, OHA has determ ned that this sort
9| of rule making is the nost viable option to protect
10 | existing Native Hawaiian rights, Native Hawaii an
11 resources, Native Hawaiian assets, and both public and
12 private prograns for Native Hawaiians. The trust
13 | relationship between Native Hawaiians and the
14| United States is codified into federal law and is
15| supported by federal prograns for Native Hawaii an health,
16 | education, and housing. However, these prograns are
17 | under constant attack and generally not under the control
18 | of the Native Hawaiian people. W desire greater
19 | self-determnation and greater protection of our assets,
20 rights, and resources.
21 Secondly, as | nentioned -- this was nentioned
22| actually by the trustee. OHA exists partly for the
23 pur pose of stewarding a trust that the agency intends to
24 | transfer to a strong and recogni zed, freestanding
25| Native Hawaiian governnment when that governnent cones in
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1| to be. This rule making holds the potential to hel p that
2| vision cone to life if or when it is the will of the
3| Native Hawaiian people.

4 And |l astly, as was alluded to by Venus, we see
5| this rule making as a potential option, as a choice or as
6| a path for the Native Hawaii an people, not sonething to

7 be forced on them but sonething to be available to us if
8 it is the will of the Hawaiian people to choose a

9 | governnent-to-governnment relationship in this fashion.

10| We want that option to be available to the Hawaii an

11 people. And that is a matter of equity and justice.

12 We are clear that we want to be able to

13 | determ ne our own future. And we are not advocating for
14 | a federal relationship where the terns and conditions are
15| dictated to us. W understand that as part of the

16 | Advance Notice of Proposed Rule Mking public comrent

17 | process, we are being asked along with the general public
18| how this relationship, if it should be, what it should

19 | ook I'i ke. W have answered that we want to be treated
20| wth dignity, we want to make our own deci sions, and we
21| want to be able to protect what we have |eft today.

22 So again, to all those in attendance, the

23 | federal officials, tribal representatives, fellow

24 Nat i ve Hawaii ans, everyone here this norning, aloha and
25| mahal o for the opportunity to speak on behalf of the
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1| Ofice of Hawaiian Affairs.
2 M5. MOLLY GLUEK: H . M nane is Molly QG uek.
3 | should say aloha, too. And | represent the Pacific
4 | Justice and Reconciliation Center in Honolulu, which is
5| led by Reverend Kal eo Patterson and Dr. Ha' aheo Guanson.
6 | consider it an honor to be here today as a
7| representative, and | wll practice deep |listening.
8 M5. CAROLYN GRESETH. Carolyn Greseth. | was
9 born on the island. Now | live here in Mnnesota. | was
10 | pretty excited to hear that you guys were com ng here and
11| that we would be able to be part of the history in
12 regards to Hawaiian's novi ng forward.
13 M5. JILL KEHAULANI ESCH:  Hello. [I'mJill
14 | Kehaul ani Esch. | amthe Orbudsperson for Anerican
15 Indian Famlies here in Mnnesota. | was born in Hawai i
16 | and noved to M nnesota in 2000 to go to |law school. M
17 m ddl e nane Kehaul ani neans "due from heaven," and an
18 | ndian elder told me this past winter "due from heaven"
19 during the wintertine in Mnnesota neans "snow." But |'m
20 | very happy to be here to welcone all of you and to al so
21| work with the Anerican Indian Community in ny new job.
22 | Thank you.
23 MR BEN HO |I'mgoing to take this opportunity
24| toread ny statenent if you don't mnd. That way you
25| don't have to cone back to ne again.
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1 My nane is Ben Ho. |'ve lived in M nnesota now
2| for 55 years. M nother, Honey, was the Queen of
3 | Kaneohe. M brother, Don, was the King of Waikiki. M
4 | daughter, Jennifer, is in the Cbhana Adm ni strati on.

5 | have worked with conputers for over 55 years.
6 | am now a Kupuna retired and living in Mnnesota for

7 over 50 years. | will be submtting ny comments

8 regarding the DO's proposal after this talk. Hopefully,
9 | wll show the DO and President Cbama how to get the
10 | job done. You will find that nmy cooments do not fit

11 I nside your box. It is totally outside all the proposed
12 boxes. The reason | nention President Obama is because
13 he was born in Hawaii, and he understands the Hawaii ans.
14| Although | left Hawaii to join the Marine Corps when |

15| was 17, | did not give up being a Hawaiian. The only

16 | circunstance where | wll be returning to Hawaii is when
171 ny wife and | are interred at the National Cenetery of

18 | the Pacific in Kaneohe.

19 The Notice of the Proposed Rul e Maki ng says

20 Hawai i ans nust "determne who ultimately will be a

21| citizen or nenbers." The people to be included nust be
22 | stipulated in a constitution. However, the voices of the
23 peopl e are fragnented, dispersed, and confused. The

24 proposal in ny submtted comments will give direction on
25| how to bring the voices together as one.
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1 The reason so few Hawaii ans have any interest
2| in participating is because the Congress, the state, and
3 now t he Departnent of the Interior has been trying to
4| force-feed a plan that is unacceptable. For the people
5| to participate, they nust first decide and understand
6 | what kind of governnment they want to establish. M
7| submtted comments wll give direction to the Depart nent
8| of the Interior and the President on how a governnent can
9 be created.
10 The rul e recommended to the President nust
11 assure w de participation, otherw se resistance wll
12 continue. How many in the third enroll nent are dead,
13| eligible to vote, or were dispersed during the Hawaii an
14 | Di aspor a.
15 In conclusion, | and other Kupuna have been
16 | attentive to the many changes since the first Akaka bill,
17 | which did not inprove its acceptability. The changes
18 | only hardened the disdain for the process. Continued
19 attenpts to force this disagreeable process will end in
20 | failure.
21 Many Kupuna in the Commttee for a United
22 | Hawaii have died since 2000. | doubt that I will be
23| alive to see this process happen. | pray the President
24| wll put forth a rule that will unite Hawaii ans.
25 Thank you.
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1 M5. BOBI OLMOS ARNOLD: Aloha. First of all, |
2| would Iike to thank everyone for being here and
3| attending. | thought there would be a | ot nore Hawaii an
4 people. | am Bobi O nos Arnold of Waipio Valley, Hawaii .
5 | represent the Royal Order of Kanehaneha | Wahi ne and
6| the Lolani Palace Docent. Mahal o.

7 M5. PEG TETU. Aloha. | amPeg Tetu. | was a
8| Smth from Kauai, Hawaiian to the core. Even if |

9 married "haole,” and | live here in Mnnesota in cold

10 | country, | go hone as often as possible, and | try to

11 | keep up on what's going on. And |I'mso glad that we have
12 our representatives. There's a lot of us up here, and
13| we're really concerned. Mhalo.

14 MR. JERRY FREI TAS: Al oha. Thank you for this
15| opportunity. M nane is Jerry Freitas. Transpl anted

16 | from Cahu, Hawaii, been here for 23 years.

17 One thing about being renoved fromthe nmain

18| island is no matter where you are, you are still

19 | connected. People don't know the associ ation of being
20 Hawai ian. No matter where you go in the world, you're
21 Hawai i an. You al ways have that connection wth other

22 | Hawaiians. And that goes for ne being a [inaudi bl e]

23 | school graduate. That bond was instilled in us in the
24 | educational process of Hawaii. That's why | have such a
25| strong connection with the conmmunity and the process of
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1| being Hawaiian. So I'mvery interested in the direction
2| we go, and | think we do need direction. And it would be
3| a--1 wuld say to not allow help, | nean, there are
4| experts in the field who have gone through this. And
5| yes, we need another year, but | think the responsibility
6| totally goes on the Hawaiian people to nove forward.

7 So t hank you.

8 M5. SONJA TANNER. Aloha. M nane is

9| Sonja Tanner, and |I'mactually a M nnesota Chi ppewa Tri be
10 | menber, White Earth Band. But | was able to spend six

11 nmonths in Hawaii | ast year and worked with a | ot of

12 Hawai i an governnent, Prinme M nister Noa, and net several
13 | of the other cabinet nenbers.

14 So | guess a big issue | have is we're here

15| tal king about the Hawaiians. And | understand there are
16 Hawai i an nenbers here. But there is a | awful Hawaii an

17 | governnent. | understand it's maybe not recognized

18| within the state and certainly the Federal Governnent,

19 | but there is one. So | guess a big problem| have is why
20| aren't they here. Like |l said, | did work wiwth themfor
21| six nonths, and | lived in Maui. | did go to the

22 Big Island, you know, net ammzi ng, beautiful people.

23| But | guess ny question is | don't think we're the right
24 persons, the tribal governnents, to decide what is going
25| to happen with the Hawaiian people and how t hey're going
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1| to reestablish their governnment. | understand we've done
2| the sanme thing. W' ve gone through the sanme thing as a
3| tribal nenber. No sense in recreating the wheel. But,

4 | you know, you guys have tal ked about this speci al

5| political and trust relationship that you have with the
6 | Kanaka Maoli. Fromny research, | don't understand how
7| that special work is trustworthy. | know the popul ation
8 in 200 years has gone from 300, 000 people to | ess than

9| 30,000 supposedly, and -- | think these are 1978

10 | statistics. | know you don't want to tal k about the

11 Hawai i an Honel and prograns, which, again, |'ve

12 researched, and | think that's one of the biggest

13 | travesties that has happened to the Hawaiian people.

14 You know, there's a ot of other things I've
15| actually | ooked at and researched. And, you know, our
16 peopl e have obvi ously gone through the |oss of our |and,
17 | our culture, you know, our peoples. But, you know, we
18 | did have a reservation, and we do have hi gher educati on,
19 | and we do have healthcare. |[|'ve noticed that you -- the
20 Departnent of the Interior says there is a Departnent of
21 Education. Again, we tal ked about the Hawaii an

22 Honel ands, and | know, again, you don't want to talk

23 | about that. But statistically speaking, you know, they
24 have -- the Kanaka Maoli peopl e have the hi ghest poverty
25| level in Hawaii, the highest rates of honel essness, all
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1| of the other horrible poverty, and they can't afford to
2| own their own honmes. | just -- | feel like, you know, if
3| this was a true attenpt at reconciliation, | would |ike
41 to know did you invite and maybe pay for any of the
5| Kanaka Maoli people. | know there are different factions
6| of -- different |levels of governnent. And |like | said,
7| was working with the reinstated | evel of Hawaii an
8 | governnment, and they have been around for 20 years. |
9| nean, they do have an elected prinme mnister. They do
10 | have -- |I'mnot even sure how many nenbers, but | have to
11 believe at least a thousand. And | did attend the --
12| what is it called -- the neeting in Maliko, which is in
13| Maui. And like | said, | just -- | think that the tri bal
14 | governnment should be able to -- no sense in recreating
15| the wheel, because we actually have gone through the sane
16 | travesties that the Kanaka people have. But | also think
17| that for themnot to be here -- and | understand
18 | [inaudi ble] here, | understand about the roll call, but |
19 | think fromwhat | understood is that the majority of the
20 Kanaka Maoli people do not want to be considered an
21 Indian tribe. They want -- you know, we're talking a
22 | governnent-to-governnment relationship. But in fact, the
23 Hawaiian -- it should be a nation to nation. You know,
24 | they were a sovereign people. They did have treaties
25| wth the United States Governnent. W have recogni zed
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1| that it was an illegal overthrow. So after illegal, |

2| guess, how do you try to |l egalize what happened? Agai n,

3 | don't think it's our place. | think it's the Hawaii an

4 Kanaka peopl e who shoul d be deciding, obviously, their

5| own fate and how they want their governnment structured.

6| And it seens like it's working. | know !l did talk to

7 Henry Noa -- Prine Mnister Noa yesterday and tal ked

8 | about this neeting, and I know we tal ked about enpire.

9 So fromwhat | saw on the notices, it |ooks

10| like the notice canme fromyour office, Departnent of the
11 Interior, on July 18, and then the first neeting was in
12 Cahu on the 23rd. | nean, that's not even seven days, is
13| it? |Is that an advance notice? | guess, again, to ne,
14| you didn't -- it doesn't seemlike it fell wthin |egal
15 ram fications of proper notification. M understanding
16 | also is that there was only one notice in each of the

17 | islands' newspapers. There weren't television ads.

18 | There were newspaper ads. So, you know, | know there's
19 | fairly good attendance by the Kanaka people, but I'mjust
20 | questioning the legitimcy of, you know, notifying them
21| and to give themproper tine and the all owance to be at
22 | these neetings and speak about where they're com ng from
23 So | do have a docunent that | prepared, and |
24 | wll submt it. But | guess | would like to know from
25| you guys have you invited any of the Hawaiian | eadership
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1| or community other than state offices, which | know

2| there's also issues, obviously, as far as the trust

3 relationship there within with the Hawai i an people, the

4 Kanaka people. Can | ask that? Have you guys invited

5| any Hawaiian conmmunity | eaders?

6 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. So we want to give a

7 chance for everybody to do introductions first. W do

8| want to have a back and forth. W'IIl have that. W want

9| to nmake sure everybody has introductions. And sone of

10 | you are providing coments with your introductions, which
11 iIs fine. But we wll have an opportunity to answer sone
12 of the points that have been raised after everybody's had
13 | a chance to introduce thenselves. And we'll get into

14 | nore of a back and forth dial ogue. Does that sound fair?
15 M5. SONJA TANNER: Thank you. Yeah. |I'msorry
16 | for that. Like I said, |I was there for six nonths, and |
17| saw the injustice that's happening. Not necessarily the
18 | [inaudi ble] not happening wwth them So nahal o.

19 MR. LARRY LI TTLEGEORGE: M nane is

20 Larry Littlegeorge. |I'ma tribal nenber of the

21 Ho- Chunk Nation. And | represent an organi zation called
22 | the Federation of United Tribes. So wth that, 1'Il nake
23 | comments |ater.

24 MR. ART SHEGONEE: My nane is Art Shegonee.

25 "' ma nenber of the Menom nee Nation in Wsconsin. |'m
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1| honored to be here. And | hope that -- | wish you all
2| well, and welcone to God's country.
3 M5. DAWN SHEGONEE: |'m Dawn Shegonee, and |I'm
4| just an active listener and wanting to really |learn nore.
5| M husband is Art, and we're involved with the
6 | Federation.
7 M5. CECELI A KRAUSE: Good norni ng, everyone.
8 My nanme is Cecelia Krause, and |'mhere with the
9 Federation today to gather information and | earn nore
10 | about the [inaudible].
11 MR. DAVID CHANG Hello. M nane is
12 David Chang. | live here in Mnneapolis. Don't really
13 | represent anybody. Well, | teach at the U | teach
14 | Anerican Indian Studies. The only people |I can say |
15 represent would be ny sons today, and | hope to speak for
16 | the interests of our own Kanaka and the next generation,
17 | and | think about their interests as we | ook forward.
18 M5. TAMMY HURBIS: Aloha. M nane is
19 | Tammy Hurbis. |'ve lived here in Mnnesota now for 25
20| years. |I'mjust here to |learn and hopefully teach ny
21| Kkikis what is next for us.
22 DANA MARI E KALEI NA" ALA "o KA AHUONA' ALI " I :
23| Aloha. M nane is Dana Marie Kaleind ala 'O
24 Ka' ahuona' ali'i, or just "Kalei" is just fine. |'ve been
25| here for over 30 years. |'mhere to support ny Hawaii an
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1| comunity.
2 M5. LETITIA HOLT: Al oha, Kanaka. M nane is
3| Tish Holt, and | just am gl ad that whoever showed up did
4| show up here at this neeting. | appreciate the
S| invitation. And | would Iike to hear nore, to |listen,
6| and to understand, and perhaps that all of us can nove
7| forward.
8 MR. STEVE ESCH. Hello. M nane is Steve Esch.
9 | "' mone of those infanpbus haol e husbands that drag the
10 | Hawaiian to Mnnesota. |I'mjust here to listen and to
11 gi ve support.
12 MR. M CHAEL GRESETH. Al oha. |[|'m M chael
13| Geseth. [|'mHawaiian but born and raised in M nnesot a.
14| And |I'm here to support whichever direction that the
15| Native Hawaiians wi sh to go.
16 MR. PAUL NATTO Good norning. M nane is
17 Paul Natto. Thank you for being here. And | appreciate
18 | the foundation of the Hawaiians show ng up this norning.
19 |"mhere in full support for the initiative that the
20 | Secretary is taking for and wth the Native Hawaii ans.
21 MR, SCOTT GERMAN:  Scott Gernan,
22 | Sisseton-Wahpeton. Just here to listen and, |ike
23 | everybody el se, be supportive of the direction that the
24 Nat i ve Hawaii ans want to go.
25 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. Okay. Thank you. Well,
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1| we had a lot of introductions. So | want to say wel cone.
2| Jahte. That's how | say good norning in Navajo. And we
3| appreciate all you guys being here this norning, taking
41 time out of your day. | knowthis is a workday, so if
5| sonebody took the day off of work to be here, this is a
6| very inportant conversation.

7 We had sonme coments from fol ks during the

8 i ntroduction, and I know we've been jotting down notes on
9| things to respond to. So at this point, we'll turn to

10 | our panel up here and see if they want to go ahead and

11| field sonme of those comments and gi ve sone responses.

12 M5. VENUS MCGHEE PRINCE: W just wanted to

13 | clarify sonme things based on sone of the comments. And
14| |1 -- when you said | know a |l ot of the Native Hawaii an

15| Community doesn't necessarily want to be treated |Iike an
16 Indian tribe, we've heard that a lot, and we recogni ze

17| that. And we recognize that the Native Hawaii an

18 | Community has a very unique history of culture and

19 values, and | think for -- we just want everyone to

20 understand, to be very practical and real, we're the

21 Departnent of the Interior, and so we are trying to do

22 | what the Departnent of the Interior can do. And the

23| Secretary wants to do what she can do in the renai nder of
24 | this kind of favorable adm nistration, you know, that has
25| been very supportive of tribal and indi genous peoples,
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1| you know, throughout its term And we have a limted
2| amount of time. And we are not -- | nean, and | think,
3| as you nentioned, what we are trying to dois to give
4| that choice and that option and want to put sonething --
S| if that's what the people want, we want to put this
6| option in place and do what we can do, you know, wthin
7| the time that we have left recognizing that the Native
8 Hawai i an Community may or may not want it, you know, or
9| may or -- | should say may or may not use it in the
10 | future. |It's really about whether we should try to do
11| this within the tinme we have left and give the
12 Nati ve Hawaiian Community that option and choi ce.
13 And then | know Jennifer was going to talk to
14 | you about sone of the efforts we have been nmaking to the
15 | comuni ty.
16 M5. JENNI FER ROMERO Yes. So to address
17 | participation, Venus and | and a few of our other federal
18 | teamfromthe Justice Departnment recently cane back from
19| nearly three weeks in Hawaii. W conducted 15 public
20 nmeeti ngs throughout the state all over the islands.
21| These neetings were attended by literally hundreds of
22 | Native Hawaiians, Hawaiian people, and individual
23 | stakehol ders, as well as non-Native Hawaiians. W
24 | collected over 45 hours of oral testinony. W canvassed
25| the state, sonetinmes visiting comunities fromone end of
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1| theisland to the other on the Big Island. And we did
2| that in one day. W worked feverishly and fearlessly to
3| nmeet with the individual comunity nenbers. W heard
41 their testinony. W listened. W think it was vitally
S| inportant, critically inportant that we nade that effort
6| in the Hawaiian |Islands to hear from people, to
7 understand that they have a voi ce.
8 And in addition to those 15 public neetings, we
9| also had smaller community neetings in between those
10 | nmeetings where we visited with various organi zati ons,
11 | these small community organizations, including the Royal
12 Societies, other Native Hawaiian organi zations, state
13 | organi zations, the Departnent of Hawaiian Honel ands, the
14 | O fice of Hawaiian Affairs, the Honmestead Conmunity, the
15| Ali'i Trust. W wanted to neet with as many stakehol ders
16 | as possible in that three-week span. W wanted to have a
17 | very robust dialogue wwth the community. And | think we
18| did. And we are still in the process of putting the
19 | transcripts of those neetings up on our -- on the
20 regulations -- or not on the regulation -- on the
21| website, which will be in the Departnent of the
22 Interior's website. And | can give you that site
23| offline. But | think it's inportant to underscore the
24 | efforts that the Departnent of the Interior nade to
25| really visit the comunities and hear what the people
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1| thenselves, including -- you know, a large majority of
2| those people were in the Kanaka conmunity. So, you know,
3 | understand your coment why -- you know, why aren't
4| they here today. Wll, we did as nmuch as we could in our
5| own capacity to neet with the people in Hawaii, in their
6| hones, in their comunities.
7 Wth respect to why aren't they here today,
8| this is a tribal consultation. The United States has an
9| obligation and a duty to neet with tribes any tine
10 | federal policy could have an inpact on them The ANPRM
11| we do not foresee any of this rule making process to have
12 an inpact on Indian tribes. But the Executive Order that
13 | governs the consultation process, that's executive order
14 | 13.175, obligates the United States to neet with tribes
15| any tine federal policy could have any inpact on them
16 | which is why we're here today.
17 So again, | wanted to underscore that it's not
18 | because we didn't invite the people, the Native Hawaii an
19 | mainlanders, to cone to these neetings. As you see, it
20 is an open forumnow. But we had to cone under the
21 | auspices of the tribal consultation policy.
22 M5. VENUS MCGHEE PRINCE: And | just wanted to
23| add as well and enphasi ze how nuch we are trying to reach
24 | out and get community i nput.
25 By conparison, frequently, when we have a rule
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1| go out that's going to affect tribes directly, you know,
2| wusually, we've already drafted, and the rul e goes out,
3| you know, as a draft rule. And so there's already sort
4| of a-- and they're sort of just reacting to what we may
5| have already, you know, drafted and think about putting
6| into place. And we may only have five to eight --

7 Derrick? -- you know, consultations with tribes in

8| different regions throughout the country. And so this

9| really early attenpt and this ANPRM nornmal |y does not

10 | happen before we, you know, put out a proposed rule, you
11| know, that's affecting tribes. So this is really like --
12 | and so when Jennifer describes that we had these 15

13 | neetings and all of these other snmaller neetings in

14 | addition to the 15 public nmeetings in Hawaii -- and

15| that's not saying, too, that if -- you know, if we hear
16 back fromthe community that we do want this option, and
17| we draft -- and draft a rule, there will be another

18 | round, you know, on kind of this notice, comment, and

19 public neeting. So there will be another opportunity for
20 | the community to voice its input. So | guess | just

21| wanted to underscore |like the efforts that the

22 | admnistration is making to try to be sure that whatever
23| we do is reflective of what the Native Hawaiian Community
24 | wants.

25 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. And | would just add one
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1| thing. | know that the question was put forth by you

2| earlier in regards to why tribes shouldn't be naking

3| these decisions. And it's not that we're asking for

4| tribes to nmake decisions, but, as Jennifer said, this was

5| an issue set up as a tribal consultation under the

6| executive order. And | want to underscore what Venus

7| said a little bit earlier is that consultation in this

8 instance is kind of founded in tribal ability to offer

9| sone technical assistance towards this process.

10 As far as -- the history of Indian tribes in

11| the United States is very unique. Indian Affairs has

12 been the primary source as far as

13 | governnent-to-governnent relations wth indi genous people
14 | thus far. And if you |l ook at the |Indian Reorgani zation
15| Act or the Cklahoma Indian Welfare Act, those acts all ow
16 | groups of Indians living in close proximty to each ot her
17| to organize as tribal governnents, which the

18| United States then carried on a governnent-to-gover nnent
19 | relationship with since the 1930s. So there is kind of a
20 | framework. It's analogous. [It's not identical. Things
21 | obviously don't match up. But you did have an instance
22 | in lahoma where it's traditionally all Indian territory
23| where you have a lot of Indians living in Ol ahoma that
24 | weren't necessarily organized as tribes. And so the

25| Okl ahoma Indian Wl fare Act gave them an opportunity to
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1| have secretary elections that would devel op a franmework
2| for tribal governnent. Now you have 40 plus tribes in
3| Cklahoma
4 So that being the background of Indian Affairs
5| working in this real mof governnent-to-governnent
6| relationships and how it's happened in the past, | think
7| what we were really looking for was for |ike the experts
8| fromlndian Country to cone forth and give us suggestions
9| on things that they think will work, you know, things
10| that they think don't work if that's what they choose to
11 provide. But that's the reason why, you know, on top of
12 | the executive order that we thought it was inportant to
13 | reach out to Indian Country because of that history of
14 | governnent-to-governnent rel ationships. So | hope that
15| answers sone of the questions.
16 So at this point, | know we did introductions,
17 | but not everybody has had an opportunity to comment.
18 | We've had sone fol ks give introductions and coments. So
19 maybe this gentleman right here would like to --
20 MALE SPEAKER: | was going to ask if we could
21| nove on to comrents and things to nmaximze the tine,
22 | because we're already well over an hour in.
23 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. Definitely. So --
24 MALE SPEAKER: That way we can have that back
25| and forth if there's other questions that we need
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1| answered. That's all 1'mgoing to ask.
2 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. (Okay. So nore

3 | housekeeping. Any tine you give a comment, please state
4 | your nane again for the record. W have a court reporter
5| here who is working diligently to try to make sure she

6| gets everything accurately. So state your nane clearly
7| for her to understand, and then go into your conments.

8 Fol ks that have already given introductions/coments,

9| please wait to give a second comment, and we'll| | ook for
10| folks to get their first comments down. So anybody who
11 hasn't had a chance to give a comment --

12 The gentl eman here, state your nane before the
13 | comment, pl ease.

14 MR. KAW KA KOLOMONA KANAKEEAI NA:  Hello. M
15 | name is Kaw ka Kol onona Kanakeeaina. | amfirst

16 | generation of ny imediate famly born and raised on the
17 | mai nland, not by choice but by circunstance. | wanted to
18 | thank you, Trustee Lindsey, for being here, and

19 M. Rley, fromOHA. | also wanted to bring to the

20| attention of many in this roomthat this is the first

21| tinme that OHA has cone to Mnnesota. It would be how

22 | many decades?

23 MALE SPEAKER: Many, many years ago.

24 MR. KAW KA KOLOMONA KANAKEEAI NA: Many decades,

25| Trustee. W have not had a formal relationship with OHA
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1| We have tried. W have been in consultation and
2| conversation with Kelly Lindsey -- correction -- Kal ei
3| Singh, with no response, with no show ng up. And only at
4 this tinme is OHA, the Ofice of Hawaiian Affairs, seen in
5 HA, NHRC, the Native Hawaiian Roll Comm ssion, the
6| Association of Hawaiian Cvic Cubs powering out this
7| effort on the continent to engage Kana'i ol owal u.
8 Kana'iol owal u was part of Act 195 of State of Hawaii an
9| law forned and obviously forced upon OHA and forced upon
10 | the Native Hawaiian people. That | understand and that
11 | many Native Hawaii ans understand. |In my opinion, OHA and
12 | believe it was Howat enam [ phonetic] pushed to have the
13 | names that were gathered from previous efforts such as
14 | Kau I noa, such as the Hawaiian Registry Program and
15| (Operation 'GChana added to Kana'iolowalu so that no one
16 | was left out of that process.
17 Unfortunately, there was reported in a board
18 | of trustees neeting in 2013 that there were an esti mated
19 110, 000 names on these lists, three lists. Added
20 Kana'i ol owal u, 87,000. There are m ssing 23,000 nanes.
21 | Who nmade that decision? Wy were 23,000 nanes left off?
22| Also, why is Kana'iolowalu only representative of 30,000
23| self-registered Native Hawaiians? 125,631 is the
24 posted nunber. 110,000 supposed noved over. Wth
25| reality, 87,000. 20 percent represented on the
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1| continent. 20 percent. Break that down, that's
2| 7,000 plus people. W hold the nmgjority of the
3 popul ati on of Native Hawaiians on the continent.
4 | \Where have you been? Where were you in Kana'iol owal u?
5 So ny concern is the efficacy of your efforts,
6| not the ethics but the efficacy and the purposes behind
7] it. M concern also is that this weekend, Native
8 Hawai i an Rol|l Conm ssi oner Danner w apped up a four-day
9| neeting with the representative, also her replacenent in
10| CNHA, with the plains tribes and seal ed's a deal across
11| the board of unani nbus support from 38 plains tribes
12 | without the knowl edge of the Native Hawaiian people. She
13| is a conmm ssioner of an entity of the State of Hawaii
14 | that wants you to look into that, please. That should
15 not have been done. W have trust noneys bei ng spent for
16 | you to travel here, and you have a responsibility to us,
17| and | want to nmake sure that that's recogni zed.
18 W as Native Hawaiians deserve the right to
19 | teach our Indian brothers and sisters our history. M
20 | sixth great grandnother was Dakota Cherokee. | just
21| found out three years ago this. M father's side is
22 | Seneca, recently found out as well. W have a right to
23 | teach our history with all due respect to DAO. It's
24 pronounced [unintelligible].
25 Transparency and efficacy has not been foll owed
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1| on the part of OHA. Wth trustees traveling to
2 | Washington, D.C., wthout the know edge of
3 Nati ve Hawaii ans since 2012, many with the DO, it's
4| alot of concerns. And | think what needs to be done,
5| honestly, is that we need to be allowed extra tine. |
6| think the DO needs to allow us extra tine. | want to
7 point out it was actually June 18 the news -- the press
8| release cane out. June 20 the ANPRM and June 23
9| neetings were started. The DA, unbeknownst to many in
10 | this room agreed about a week ago to hold three
11 | additional neetings on the continent solely with
12 Nati ve Hawaiians in Las Vegas, Los Angel es and
13 | San Francisco. The Los Angel es one happened this
14 | weekend. \Where is our face-to-face, individual neeting
15| outside of including the Indian tribes? W were not
16 | offered that opportunity. W have a Tuesday neeti ng,
17 m ddl e of the work week, 9:00 to noon. W want our own.
18 | You' ve set the precedent. Please try to do that with
19 | ot hers.
20 So there's a lot going on, and | think that OHA
21 needs to step up. You need to step up. W weren't even
22| introduced to you until you did a formal introduction.
23 | You shoul d have recogni zed Hawaiians were in the room
24 | That's part of your culture. You should know. I nstead,
25| you're on their side of the table, not sitting here with
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1| us, and | think that's concerning, so.
2 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. Ckay. Thank you. So
3| we're the federal officials that are calling this
4 neeting. Please direct all your comments towards us. W
5| want to make sure that everybody has a chance to conment
6| to us on ANPRM And pl ease as nuch as you can try to
71 limt your conversations or comments to within the scope
8| of the ANPRM After the neeting, you'll have
9| opportunities to discuss other issues anpbngst your
10 | yourselves. But for us, for our purposes for this
11| federal neeting, please direct all your comments towards
12 us.
13 |s there another comment? Yes, sir?
14 MR LARRY LI TTLEGEORGE: Again, my name is
15| Larry Littlegeorge. |'ma Ho-Chunk tribal nenber. |
16 have sone comments, sone issues about sone history. And
17| it starts in the 1400, 1430s. They're the papal bulls,
18 | Pope Nicholas V. He was one of themthat drafted up the
19 Doctrine of Discovery. The Doctrine of Discovery gives
20 | authority to Christian nations to claimlands to
21| non-Christian nations. Here's an excerpt frombasically
22 | what the Doctrine of Discovery is:
23 We are supposed to be converted, us indigenous
24 peopl e, us native people, here in this country. | do not
25| include the Hawaiians. | do not include that you guys
800-545-9668 Paradigm Reporting & Captioning #79540

612-339-0545 www.paradigmreporting.com



Mystic Lake Casino

7/29/2014 Tribal Consultation Page: 45
1| are natives, nor do | call you indigenous. You're
2| nationalists. You guys have a nation. You guys have a
3| sovereign nation. Inside this Doctrine of Di scovery when
4 it cane, we were supposed to convert to catholicism or,
S| with the help of God, we shall use force against you
6| declaring war upon you fromall sides with all possible
7 nmeans. W shall bind you to the yoke of the church and
8 | their highnesses. W shall enslave your persons, w ves,
9| sons, sell you and dispose of you as the king sees fit.
10 | We shall seize your possessions and harmyou as nuch as
11| we can, as disobediently resistent vessels.
12 This in 1823 was i nplenented into the Indian
13 | policy by Chief Justice John Marshall so they could take
14 | this governnent -- this governnent could take the | and
15| fromthe indigenous people, the Indians here.
16 In 1893, Queen Lili'uokalani -- | hope | said
17| that nanme right. |1've been practicing it for a while.
18 | Her appeal in 1893: Oh, honest Anericans, as Christians,
19 hear ne for ny downtrodden people. Their form of
20 | governnment is as dear to themas yours is precious to
21| you. Quite as warmly as your |love for your country, so
22| they love theirs. Do not covet little vineyard of
23 | Naboth's so far fromyour shores, lest the punishnent of
24 | Ahab fall upon you. |[If not in your day, in the day of
25| your children, for be not deceived. God is not nocked.
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1| The people to whom your fathers told of the living God

2| and taught to call "Father" and to whomthe sons now seek

3| to despoil and destroy are crying aloud to himin their

41 time of trouble. And he will keep his promse and w ||

5| listen to the voices of his Hawaiian children calling for

6| their hones.

7 That sounds like a real Christian quoted from

8 First Kings, Verse 21.

9 As opposed to the Doctrine of Discovery, Hawaili
10| was a Christian nation. |Indian policy does not affect a
11 Christian nation, which you stated earlier had treaties
12| with Sweden, wth Spain, wth Japan, with Russia, wth
13| the United States. They had an enbassy here. And we
14 | went over there for what? G over Ceveland, the
15 Presi dent, recognized this and what was happeni ng over
16 | there, and he told Congress why have you done this to a
17 | peaceful nation. Gve this nation back to them
18 | Apol ogize to them But as politics do happen inside our
19 governnent, we stayed there. W occupied it. W
20 | occupied that land as if in 2003 we went and we took
21 | Sadam Hussein out. W occupied it for alittle bit, but
22| we gave it back to the people. But what we did with
23 Hawaii is we stayed there. W stayed there 121 years.

24 Do we want them-- the nationalists in Hawaii, do we want
25| themtreated as indigenous people like us? O what's
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1| been happening? The poverty that's happeni ng now? The
2| suicide that's happening to our people? Do we want that
3 put upon thenf? Once an acconplished tribe, the Sioux
4 Nation -- and | see their poverty. |[|'ve been on -- [|'ve
5| been there, and | | ooked at their community, and | got on
6| ny knees, and | cried. The sand -- the ears hit the
7| sand. No. No. | do not want this for the Hawaii ans.
8 |"mon their commttee. | know sone of them |'mon a
9| commttee to repudiate the Doctrine of Discovery. That
10 | has not cone up at all. And I think that's one of the
11 bases here.
12 There are many nore reasons why | think the
13 | Departnent of the Interior should hand this over to the
14 | state departnent. | think John Kerry should be here. He
15 handl es foreign affairs. But that's just Larry
16 Littl egeorge. That's ny own comments. Like | said
17 | before to ny conmmttee nenbers, I'monly a voice. |
18 | don't have any acronynms in back of ny nanme, nor do | have
19 any acronyns in front of ny nane. | never clinbed a big
20 nmountain, nor have | swama big river. But these are
21| just ny hunble opinions. And | thank you for com ng.
22 | thank you for giving ne this opportunity.
23 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. Thank you. Please state
24 | your nane before you state a comment, and al so pl ease
25| limt your comrents to the scope of the ANPRM Thank
800-545-9668 Paradigm Reporting & Captioning #79540

612-339-0545 www.paradigmreporting.com



Mystic Lake Casino

7/29/2014 Tribal Consultation Page: 48
1] you.
2 FEMALE SPEAKER: To keep it in the scope of the
3| ANPRM but you also specifically said in the CFR that you
4 really want to discuss certain topics, first of all being
5| alter fundanentalismof the political and trust
6| relationship established by Congress between the
7 United States and the Native Hawaiian Community. You
8 | also say that you cannot authorize conpensation for any
9| past or [inaudible] and then also have any direct inpact
10 | on the status of the Hawaiian Honel ands Program So |
11| think sonme of those things that you really don't want to
12 di scuss, | think people need to understand how i nport ant
13 | that actually is to progressing into tal king about
14 | reconciliation with the Native Hawaiian Conmunity and the
15 | K&naka Maoli people. |'ve done a lot of research on the
16 Hawai i an Honel ands. | don't know if you can possibly
17 | conpensate themfor the loss of their lands, their
18 | culture, their |language, et cetera, et cetera. | think
19| we all know that property in Hawaii, | think, is the nost
20 | expensive property in the world. But not wanting to talk
21 | about that, | think, neans that you cannot really
22 | establish a reconciliation process because how do you do
23| it. | nmean, they have | ost so nmuch, again, |ike the
24 | ndian tri bes.
25 But sone of the travesties by the United States
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1| Governnent hel ped the Hawaiian Honel ands. | just read
2| some of the stats on that. There's 200, 000 acres.
3| 20,000 are m ssing. Nobody knows where they are.
4 122,000 acres are being occupied by non-Hawaiians with
5| 25,000 Kaénaka Maoli. But sone of the problens that | see
6| that sonme of those prograns are trying to work through
7 get into a level playing field, so to speak, with them
8 | just -- | don't -- | don't understand how you can
9| elimnate sone of those topics.
10 | know | -- ny first hone was through the
11 M nnesot a Chi ppewa Tribe. 1It's on the reservation. But
12 my understanding of eligibility requirenents is you have
13| to be 50 percent Kanaka. And again, ny understanding is
14 | you actually qualified for the |loan, and you qualify by
15| the bloodline. Wen you die, the hone goes back into the
16 Hawai i an Honel ands Comm ssion even if you have a spouse,
17 | maybe not 50 percent, naybe not even Kanaka, but your
18 | kids are also not eligible. Like |l said, |I don't -- |
19| feel like sonme of those things actually need to be
20 brought up, and they need to be di scussed before we can
21| actually continue on with this process.
22 So anyway, | think everybody in the room and
23| the Departnent of the Interior needs to understand that
24| there's a lot nore that needs to be researched.
25 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. So just to clarify what
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1| you were talking about, there's this legal limts to what
2| we can do. This is just a -- it's an Advance Notice of
3 Proposed Rule Making. Rule nmaking is sonething that an
4 | agency can do. So a |lot of those things you were
S| nentioning are statutory. Sonebody |ike Congress or --
6| our attorney is here, so she can speak nore to the reason
71 why it's limted and the scope of what we can di scuss and
8 | what's outside of the real mof things that we can do
9| through any regul atory process. So go ahead.

10 M5. VENUS MCGHEE PRINCE: | nean, Derrick is
11| right. | think we're having to operate within the

12 confines of what Congress has passed and the | aws they
13 | have passed. And | think what we are engaged in right
14| now is sonething that we believe the Secretary has the
15| authority to do, which is, you know, if the people want,
16 re-establishing the governnent-to-governnent

17 | relationship, which | think in our view would then open
18 | the conversation and enabl e that governing entity to

19 | start exploring sone of these other very conplicated

20 | questions and issues that you raised. W recognize that
21| there are a |ot of surrounding other circunstances,

22 | questions, issues, and sort of how things would be

23| handled if a governing entity is formed and if the, you
24 know, governnent-to-governnment relationship is

25| reestablished. But we are operating within the
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1 confines -- and | think sone of the other issues that
2| have been raised. There are international |aw issues
3| which are within the state departnent's purview i nstead
41 of Interior's purview. And | think what we're trying to
5| do right nowis sonething that we believe the Secretary
6| has the authority to do, and we believe that if that
7 nmoves forward and if that is successful and if the
8 | governing entity wants it and we establish that
9 | governnent-to-governnent relationship, that they can then
10 | |ead the discussion with -- on a governnent-to-governnent
11 basis | ead that discussion with the United States
12 Gover nnent about sonme of the other issues that you' ve
13 rai sed.
14 MR. DAVI D CHANG Thank you. David Chang. So
15 | really wanted to thank M. Ben Ho for the way you
16 | opened this by questioning the box and the box that
17 | you've just reiterated. It's this is the question and
18| this is why we are stepping outside of the box is to
19 chall enge the legitimcy of the box. Gay? And so this,
20| while this may be frustrating to you, is the central
21| point for so many of us.
22 So to the representatives of the Departnent of
23| the Interior and the state, to the five questions, | have
24 | to answer no, no, no, no, and no to these questions.
25| Wihy? Because each of these questions are based on fal se
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1| historical and also false | egal prem ses because they ask
2 | what action should be taken by, as you said, the
3| Secretary of Interior. But the national status of the
4 Hawai i an Nation is not an issue of the Secretary of
5 Interior. As M. Littlegeorge indicated, this is a
6| question for the Secretary of State. So while that steps
7| outside of the box that's been drawn here, we need to
8 | step outside of this box, because this is historically
9| and logically inconsistent given the point that so nmany

10 | of us are -- that's running through so many of our m nds.
11 As a matter of law, the Hawaiian nation was

12 never properly made U. S. territory in the 1898 Joi nt

13 | Resolution. Many of these points you heard over and over
14 | again. | know because | stayed up | ate every night

15| watching this stuff stream ng online. | saw ny cousins.
16 | saw aunties and friends out there saying no. This 1898
17 | Joint Resolution of Congress cannot annex territory.

18| It's a logical inpossibility for one nation's parlianent
19| to declare another territory to be interior to itself.

20| So therefore, to have the Secretary of Interior deal wth
21| this is to continue this process. |t takes a treaty and
22 | aratification to do that process of annexation. So

23| therefore, this is why -- we |ook to the Secretary of

24 | State, or we |look to Secretary Kerry or whoever falls in
25| that position -- is why we challenge this policy -- or
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1| many of us do. And the other thing that | really want to
2 | enphasize is, night after night as | stayed up way too
3 | ate watching this stuff on ny conputer, the overwhel m ng
4 majority, the quasi-totality of coments were in
5| opposition to this process over and over and over all
6| over, right? And so not only does it |ack kind of
7 hi storical and | egal foundation, it |acks popular
8 l egitimacy. So many voi ces against the creation of an
9| entity appointing these kinds of rules that if such an

10| entity were created, it would enjoy alnost no | egitinacy.
11| Think of all those people who would say but we spoke

12 against it. | heard person after person after person

13 | speak against it, and then they created it. Were is the
14 | legitimacy for this entity? So the |aw seens to ne,

15| clearly, and Hawaiians in their comments have been cl ear,
16 | and that clarity to you is a nessage to carry back to

17 | Washington, to carry back to Interior, to carry back to
18 | Justice, and say we checked, we asked, the people said

19 no. And that's what | hope, that you carry that nessage
20 | forward.

21 Thank you.

22 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. Thank you. |Is there

23 | anybody who hasn't had an opportunity to nake a coment
24 | that would like to do so right now? |If not, |I'ma big

25| believer of an inplied consensus for breaks. So this is
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1| an inplied consensus of everybody. So do you want to
2| take ten mnutes, and then we'll reconvene, and then you
3| guys can tal k?
4 (Break, 10:23 a.m wuntil 10:45 a.m)
5 MR. DERRICK BEETSO. | think we'll get started
6| inafewmnutes. So if people could start making their
7| way to their seats. There were sone comments about the
8| air, so we notified the building facilities, and | think
9| they will be turning the air down, so it should be a
10| little warnmer.
11 So we heard a | ot of good input this norning,
12 and we appreciate that. It always makes the rul e making
13 | process a lot better, the proposal naeking progress so we
14 | can hear everybody, make sure we get everybody's voices
15 heard on the record. Again, | want to reiterate that we
16 have a transcriber here, so please speak clearly, state
17 | your nanme before you nmake a statenent. There were a | ot
18 | of comments made that were maybe not within the bounds of
19 | the ANPRM what sone called "outside the box" earlier.
20 But we're glad to hear those comments. And so right now,
21| we'll give you an opportunity, Jennifer and Venus, to
22 | Kkind of respond and kick us off, and then we'll open it
23 back up for nore comments.
24 M5. VENUS MCGHEE PRINCE: | just wanted to
25 | enphasize again, | know we were tal king about the box,
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1| and, | nean, we appreciate that. W want to hear
2 | everyone's perspectives, and we want to hear different
3 pat hs, you know, that people would Iike to see for the
4 Native Hawaiian Community. But | think that we wanted to
5| enphasize that this -- what we're proposing right now --
6 | make sure everybody can hear nme. \Wat we're proposing
71 right nowis that it's a path, and it's one that could be
8 | there and never be used. And | think that's what we want
9| everyone to knowis that we recognize that there are
10 | argunents and that there is a strong feeling anong sone
11 | of the Native Hawaiian Conmunity about not being in that
12 box, not being under the sane unbrella with Interior and
13| tribes. But it is one option, and it's an option that,
14 | you know, the Native Hawaiian Community woul d have to
15| choose to use. So it's not that -- it wouldn't be the
16 | Secretary inposing sonething on the community if the
17 | community never wants to exercise it, never wants to use
18| it. And | just wanted to make that, you know, very
19| clear. | know we've said it in different ways, but |
20 | just wanted to nmake that as clear as possible.
21 M5. JENNI FER ROMERO  And | would |ike to add
22| it's an option that's based on the relationship that the
23| United States has with the Native Hawaiian Community that
24 | already exists, that already is reflected in over a 150
25| statutes passed by Congress specifically conferring on
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1 Native Hawaiians. And these are not intangi ble benefits.
2| These are real benefits. The prograns that have been
3| established by these over 150 statutes include
4 heal t hcare, education, |oans, enploynent, two of the big
5| ones, the Native Hawaiian Heal thcare | nprovenent Act, the
6| Native Hawaiian Education Act. The United States al so
7 recogni zes Congress has al so passed |aws to preserve
8 Nati ve Hawaiian culture, |anguage, and historical sites.
9 So those are sone of the tangi bl e exanpl es that

10 | we can give you with respect to what this special trust
11 | relationship neans and where it conmes from And the

12 Secretary is presenting an option that can be exercised
13 | pursuant to that relationship. But again, it is an

14 | option, an option that if created will remain there for
15| the Native Hawaiian Community if it so chooses to

16 reorgani ze and reestablish itself as a governnent and

17 | then pursue a governnent-to-governnent relationship. It
18 | is sinply an option.

19 M5. VENUS MCGHEE PRINCE: | just also want to
20 | enphasize this very special w ndow that we have over the
21| next -- how many nonths do we have left? 29 nonths? 29
22| nonths that this adm nistration has to sort of create

23| this alternative path for the Native Hawaiian Conmunity.
24| And again, it's a path. It doesn't have to be the path
25| if that's not what the community chooses. But we have
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1| this unique nonent in tinme that we may not have for the
2| rest of our lifetinmes to at |east give that option and
3 potentially give that option. And so -- and we only have
41 a -- all of you guys probably know what |'ve experienced
S| inny ten nonths with being wwth the Federal Governnent.
6| Things take a ot of tine and are very slow. And so, you
7 know, it's one of those things -- and | know there was
8 | sone concern about notice and that type of thing, and |
9| nust say that we are doing the best we can know ng this
10 | very limted window of tinme that we have to give as nuch
11 notice and give as nuch input, and still if the community
12| wants it get to a finish line, you know get to a finish
13| line of having sonething there, because if we don't, it
14 | pmay not be there, and we nay | ose the opportunity that we
15| have right nowin this next two years or so to do
16 | sonething that could be special, could be used, you know,
17| two years fromnow by the community, could never be used
18 | by the community. But | think those of us who are
19 | working on this issue really want -- you know, if the
20 | community wants it, we want to at | east have that option
21 avai | abl e.
22 MR DERRI CK BEETSO (Okay. Thank you. |Is
23 | there anybody that would like to give a first comment or
24 | an additional comrent at this tinme? Yes, sir. Please
25| state your nane before the comment.
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1 MR. JERRY FREITAS. Jerry Freitas. You

2| mentioned 29 nonths. |Is this just this admnistration?

3| After that, do we have to start all over with the next

4| admnistration? Wy does it not transcend through to

S governnent ? CGovernnent is governnent. | nean, the

6| office doesn't just close down with a new president.

7| That's how we got screwed the first tinme. Excuse ne.

8 M5. JENNI FER ROMERO |'I| address that

9| question. Again, what Venus just said, this is a very
10 | special nonment in tinme, and it builds on all of the

11 hard work that was done by the Hawaiian Congressi onal

12 Del egation, by its state | eadership, by the Native

13 | Hawaiian conmmunity |eaders. And it really kicked off,

14 | at least in a political sense, in 1993 with the Apol ogy
15 Resol ution. Before that, the Native Hawaiian voices in
16 | the community were not being heard. And with that, it's
17 | been 21 years of really hard work by everybody fromthe
18 | grass-roots level all the way up to the congressional

19 del egation and as well as leaders in the State of Hawaii .
20 | So when you say why should it stop, it's really the

21| Qpbama Adm nistration's strong desire to pursue this

22 | avenue -- this alternate avenue because so many efforts
23 | during the over two decades of advocacy have fallen on
24 | deaf ears. WII it be a priority for whoever wins the
25| White House in 2016 is not for us to say. But what we
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1| can say is it is a priority for President Cbama now.
2 M5. VENUS MCGHEE PRI NCE: And any work that we
3| do now wouldn't just go "poof" and di sappear but could if
4 | you have soneone elected that isn't supportive of the
5| Native Hawaiian Conmmunity and just wants to | eave things
6| status quo. The statutes and stuff that currently
7 establish the Native Hawaiian prograns and benefits are
8| still there, and that obviously wouldn't expire with the
9| end of the admnistration. But right now, you have a
10 | very supportive adm nistration, supportive Departnent of
11| the Interior led by the Assistant Secretary of, you know,
12 Pol i cy, Managenent and Budget, Rhea Suh, who is really
13 | and has before the -- | always m spronounce her | ast
14 | nanme -- Kyana there as well consulting with us. And it's
15| a very -- you have a very supportive adm nistration that
16 really wants to have sonmething in place if that's what
17 | the community wants. And a new admnistration, while it
18 | nmay not be against it, it may not be a priority. Because
19 | one thing that | know the politicals that have been
20 | appointed, we know that each adm nistration has its own
21| political priorities, and that is what it's going to
22 | focus on. And you just happen to have a president right
23| now who is -- you know, who is, you know, born and raised
24 in Hawaii. And so | think he's nore understanding of the
25| need, you know, to try to engage in reconciliation and,
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1| you know, sort of nove the relationship forward.
2 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. And just to underscore
3| what Venus said, this is an option | know she said two
4| years down the road. It could be enphasized 15, 20 years
5| down the road if it's on the books and it's in the
6| agency's regulations, it's there. Howit's going to be
7 I npl enented by the future adm nistrations is anyone's
8| guess. But if the regulations are on the book, it's a
9 | done deal, and, you know, that can be used conceivably
10 | down the road by future generations.
11 | s there anybody el se who would like to offer a
12| first statenent? No? Ckay. Sir.
13 MR KAW KA KOLOVONA KANAKEEAI NA:  First, |
14 | apol ogi ze for not answering your five threshold
15| questions. M answer is no.
16 Once again, you nentioned how Congress has
17 | passed | aws, regul ations, et cetera, 150 and counti ng,
18 | that established that special trust relationship. You
19 nmenti oned things such as education, healthcare,
20 | et cetera, et cetera. Wth the exception of those
21| programs that can reach outside of the State of Hawaii,
22| the majority of the Native Hawaiian popul ation is not
23 benefiting fromthat. W don't benefit froma whole | ot
24 | of prograns. W don't benefit from Federal Governnent
25 prograns, state prograns, et cetera.
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1 Wth the ANPRM are there guarantees in there
2| that, A the government can put in witing that they're
3| not trying to turn us into an Indian tribe? Because |
4 know that's a lot of what's runored is we're going to
5| becone an Indian tribe. To squash that, A can that be
6| specifically put in witing by the Secretary sayi ng no,
7 no, no, we're not trying to do that?

8 And, two, a constitution by a Native Hawaii an
9| governnment entity has to conply with federal guidelines.
10 | From ny understanding, froman Indian tribe's
11 perspective, sone tribes in Wsconsin, for exanple, have
12 nmenbers all over the United States, and they have a
13 | special responsibility to them Wuld that also be
14| the -- would that also be in our constitution, and is
15| that federal -- is that in conpliance with federal |aw?
16 | So | guess | have a two-part: one, you're not trying to
17| turn us into an Indian tribe fromny understandi ng. But
18 | can that be put in witing? And two, is it within
19 | federal guidelines that despite us not |iving on
20 | the [inaudible], we can benefit froma Native Hawaii an
21 | government constitution?
22 M5. JENNI FER ROVERO Let ne take a stab at
23| that. To your first point, can it be put in witing, |
24 | encourage you to put that in your witten coment. |
25| think when | spoke earlier about the over 150 statutes
800-545-9668 Paradigm Reporting & Captioning #79540

612-339-0545 www.paradigmreporting.com



Mystic Lake Casino

7/29/2014 Tribal Consultation Page: 62
1| being on the books right now, I think in the preanble to
2| the ANPRM the United States specifically acknow edges
3| that there's a unique relationship, separate and apart
4| fromliIndian tribes, with the Native Hawaiian Comrunity.
5| Can that be spelled out nore clearly? Certainly. But I
6| think that you should put that in your witten subm ssion
71 as well.

8 As to the second point about a constitution,

9| that's sonmething that the Native Hawaiian Community as
10| an entity -- a governing entity has the prerogative to
11| do onits own. The United States is not going to tell
12 a Native Hawaiian governing entity how to govern itself,
13| how to put together its governing docunents, and what

14 | those governing docunents should say. That's purely up
15| to the Native Hawaiian Conmmunity and gover nnment.

16 So all three of us panelists are nenbers of

17 | organized Indian tribes. Each of our tribes have

18 | different constitutions. | don't live on ny reservation,
19 but certainly, | amrecognized no matter where | |ive
20 | as being a part of that community. So if that's

21| inportant to you and inportant to others in the

22 | community, then that's sonmething that should be

23 | addressed by the Native Hawaiian governing entity,

24 | and you as its citizens wll have a voice in that.

25 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. | think that's inportant
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1| to understand. | know there's an earlier dialogue about
2| you living on the mainland and not in Hawaii. W had the
3| sane situation. Like us culturally, my unbilical cord is
4| buried on that reservation. That's where |I'll return
5| when it's over. But the governnent is sonething that
6| operates in nmany ways the sane because we try to
7| incorporate a ot of culture into our governnent
8 | structure and our constitution, but it also opens up the
9| door to governnent services, you know, that the tribe

10| wll provide for me and ny daughters and ny son. And so,
11| you know, there's different |evels going on as far as the
12 comunity. And | just want to underscore that, too, that
13| there's always different |evels operating.

14 MR. LARRY LI TTLEGEORGE: Thank you. Again, |
15 have to nove around. | want to thank you agai n.

16 My nanme is Larry Littlegeorge. M question is,
17| we started the Federation of the United Tribes, and we

18 | had our first sunmt March 1 and March 2, and it's to the
19 United Indian Nations with all the Indian tribes that

20| signed a treaty with the United States. And inside

21| there, we had a presenter fromthe International I|ndian
22 | Treaty Council. She brought in the United Nations'

23 | Declaration of Indigenous Rights. | don't knowif | said
24 | that right. Peoples. Anyway, they gave a lot of rights
25| all over the country. Ecuador has a new constitution
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1| which kind of basically takes corporate -- corporations
2| out of it. The United States give themcorporate rights,
3| you know, equal to our rights. And they cone into our
4 | and in Wsconsin, they're doing sand mnes. And these
5| corporations cone in, override our rights. They have the
6| resources that they call the treatise of water, the sand,
7| all these things. |In our way, we call them our
8 relatives. They cone in, and they want noney for this
9| stuff. So what |'msaying is we were broadcast. W
10| were streamng in 22 different countries. And the
11 United Nations asked the Security Council did the
12 Hawai i ans -- did these people file papers for the
13 | Hawaiian people. | think this here has a gl obal stage
14 | what is happening. Oher countries are watching it, the
15| history, the tale of the tape. The United States of
16 | America has a black eye the way they treated us, the way
17 | they still have, through the Doctrine of D scovery.
18 | just want to go ahead and educate the
19 peopl e on what is happening. The |laws that you have
20 | established, they were broken. The United States is
21| not going by their owmn aws. They do not go by the
22| treaties. They cone into our |and, and they give
23 | corporate rights to them They cone into the southwest.
24 | They are supposed to reclaimthose urani um n nes.
25| They're still open. One of the uranium m nes, there's
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1 clusters of cancer. You know, all we want to do is take
2| care of our land. And when we take care of Mdther Earth,
3 Mot her Earth will take care of us. That's our belief and
4| to treat one another with respect. W respect all living
5| things.

6 But ny comment is this is a world stage, and

7| these other countries are watching. And | hope sone

8| decision is nade that will help and benefit the

9 Hawai i ans, the Hawaiian nationali sts.

10 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. Thank you. | have a

11| comment here just real quick. | know you were asking

12 | about the constitution and federal |laws. Just real

13 | quick, the Part 81 of the Reorganization of Indian

14| Tribes, | think there's like a threshold. A lot of

15 peopl e have to ratify the constitution. So that's kind
16 | of what's [inaudible]. So | want to clarify. | know

17 | Venus and Jennifer said that we're not going into there
18 | saying what the constitution should | ook Iike. But when
19 | you exam ne the constitution, sone of the things that

20| we've done with tribes is to | ook at how nuch of the

21| population has ratified the constitution. And so that's
22 | fromthat perspective.

23 MALE SPEAKER: That's a m ni mum requi renent.
24 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. Yeah. There would be Iike
25| amnimum well, at least with respect to tribes. So
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1| that's kind of what the question about what the
2| constitution should include.
3 M5. CECELI A KRAUSE: Ckay. Thank you. M nane
4| is Cecelia Krause, and | am a nmenber of the Ho- Chunk
5| Nation. And |'mjust |ooking over the paperwork and
6| trying to stick with your agenda. Even your paperwork
7| that you have submtted to us to look at is conflicting,
8 because in one respect you say you have over 150 statutes
9| recognizing [inaudible]. ay? And then on the next
10 | paragraph, you say there's no form of
11 gover nnent -t o-governnent relationship. GOkay? And the
12 Secretary in this part, is this referring to the Indian
13 | Affairs, or is it --
14 M5. JENNI FER ROVERO Interior.
15 M5. CECELI A KRAUSE: Secretary of Interior?
16 | Ckay. And | agree with the two gentl enen sayi ng that
17| this should be within John Kerry's realm because you
18 | refer to it as a governnent. Therefore, you are
19 admtting that they are a governnent of thenselves, in
20 | which they have been all along. They had prior to the
21 United States comng to their shores. And then to
22 | enforce United States |laws on another country, the
23| legality of that. And the way this is witten and the
24 | Congress, they are still kind of |like el bowing their way
25| in, so to speak. You know, they can't -- they can't |let
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1| sonething go because there m ght be sonething they can

2| get out. So they still want to just shoul der their way

3| in and push their way in ahead of line -- ahead of the

4| line.

5 And speaking, | have worked for the Ho- Chunk

6| Nation, and yes, we do get these -- the noney fromthe

7 Federal Governnent. But you know what? It's gone down,

8| and it's gone down. The anmobunts have gone down in the

9| reports fromwhat | get and the reports that we get. How
10| is that going to help themif they can do it on their

11 own? |f they have their own resources, what are the

12 advant ages to thenf

13 June 23 was a very inportant date to nme when

14 | was grow ng up. June 23, 1959, we were taken from our

15 home and put into white foster hones. And that day, ny
16 | world changed. Everything was no | onger the sane. |

17 remenber never nore called our brothers kai kunane. O we
18 | couldn't see them W never could do that anynore. W
19 coul dn't speak our native tongue. \Wien our nother

20 | called, and which they allowed themto, we couldn't speak
21| to her in our own | anguage. So there's sone things |like
22 | that that may have to be faced, too, or that have been

23 | forced upon you already.

24 And fromwhat | can see, the governnent needs
25| to be respected. And if their community w shes not to be
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1| a state, then they should not be a state. That's

2| infringing on your rights, your God-given rights, and I

3 hope you can hold on to it.

4 God bl ess you all.

5 M5. DAWN SHEGONEE: | just have a brief

6 | question, because | was very interested in what

7 Benedi ct Ho presented today. OCh, |'m Dawn Shegonee.

8 | And you gave ne a statenent of what you said here. And

9 | was just curious because you say many in the conmttee
10 | for the United Way [sic] have died since 2000. | doubt
11| that | wll be alive to see this process happen. | pray
12| the President will put forth a rule that will unite al

13 | Hawaiians. And | guess because |I'mlistening and trying
14| to learn, what exactly did you kind of foresee that

15 Presi dent Cbama could do to unite people around what is
16 many | ayers of spirit and enotion and maybe sone

17 | injustice also? | was just curious about what you kind
18 | of foresee that Obama could do that way.

19 MR. BEN HO. | nust apologize. | wll not

20 | speak beyond ny statenent. | want to see what happens

21| fromthis day forward.

22 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. And just a rem nder,

23 pl ease direct all your comments towards the federal

24 panelists. W're the ones that set the neeting today, so
25| we're the ones who want to hear your comments. So direct
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1| all your comments towards us, and we woul d appreciate

2| that.

3 So no need to apol ogi ze, sir.

4 | s there anot her comment from anybody? The

5| back row has been pretty quiet. You guys don't want

6| to-- right here, sir.

7 MR KAW KA KOLOVONA KANAKEEAI NA: | have a

8 | question, if that's okay.

9 So know ng that a large portion of the

10 | Native Hawaiian Community has not gotten the opportunity
11| to neet with you face to face, did they know that there
12| was a neeting on Sunday in Las Vegas, a neeting in

13 | San Francisco August 9, in Los Angel es August 10? Do you
14 | plan on extending -- is the option open to extend your

15| period for public coment? And the reason why |'m ki nd
16 | of asking it in the way I'"masking it is it seens |ike

171 this is a done deal. It kind of seens |like this is a

18 | done deal with the way that organi zations that represent
19 all Native Hawaiians are engaged in the governnent and

20 have been for al nost three years now, or two and-a-half
21| at least. So ny question is, do you have the option --
22 | does the Secretary have the option to extend the period
23 | of public comment, say, take it from 60 days to 120 days
24 | and provide an opportunity for you to work with OHA, work
25| with other organizations to identify communities
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1| throughout the continent? There's 40,000 Native
2| Hawaiians that live in the Mdwest. 40,000. This is
3 14 of over 2,000 that live in Mnnesota. 6,600 plus in
4 M ssouri where | was born and raised. W deserve a
S| right -- or we have a right, we should, to neet with you
6| folks face to face. So is that an option? And if so, A
7 how did the comunities in Vegas, Los Angeles and
8 | San Francisco get you to set up those neetings, and what
9| do other communities need to do to get you to set up
10 | neetings with thenf
11 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. This kind of gets the
12 process -- and everybody knows the Federal Governnent is
13 | very strapped for resources. W've done a lot as far as
14| |like trying to make sure that we've gone to Hawaii,
15| trying to nake sure that we have neetings here. And,
16 | obviously, we can always have nore neetings and try to
17| open it up to nore folks. But this is a resource issue,
18| to be frank. And also, |I know there's -- one of the ways
19| that we were hoping to try to address this was to have a
20| call where folks could call in and discuss this with --
21 "1l let these guys --
22 MR KAW KA KOLOMONA KANAKEEAI NA:  Can | say
23 | sonething about that with regard to you saying that it's
24 | a process and strapped for resources? Wth all due
25| respect, there's a secretary cabinet position in
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1| South Dakota that represents Indian tribes. That
2| secretary said point blank, this neeting was not anything
3| special. It's the annual neeting that the DO has with
41 their tribes in South Dakota every single year. The
5| intent was not specifically just for this. And | think
6| the confusion canme because CHA's Washington, D.C., office
7| was supposed to send out notifications to the Indian
8| tribes about these neetings outside of what the DO did
9| and ask themto allow us to cone in as just a fornmal
10 | courtesy. And they didn't receive those. Wen | talked
11| to the tribe locally that is hosting this neeting today,
12| they had no clue what | was tal king about. So | think
13| that there wasn't fairness done in allowi ng Native
14 | Hawaiians the opportunity to attend these neetings.
15| There was confusion as to whether this was public or
16 private, whether it was governnment to governnent,
17 | whether -- what it was supposed to be about and what
18 | really it is. So |l think that there needs to be nore
19 clarity after today, because today is the first neeting.
20 M5. JENNI FER ROMERO. | think | would say
21| we apol ogi ze for the confusion. Rhea Suh, who is the
22 | Assistant Secretary for Policy, Managenent, and Budget,
23| who is the leader on this effort, she addressed Indian
24 | Country in a radio show called Native Anerican Calling
25| before we cane here and specifically announced that
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1 Nati ve Hawai i ans were encouraged to attend all of these

2| nmeetings in a consult with the United States with tri bes.

3 As far as outreach efforts, you heard what |

4| said earlier about our efforts in the islands to neet

5| Native Hawaiians individually, in the public forum and

6| also in a smll comunity Talk Story forum

7 As far as the Native Hawaiian mainl anders,

8 | we do encourage themto attend. | don't think -- |

9| think there is sonme confusion with respect to who is

10| invited, who is not invited. W specifically encourage
11 Native Hawaiian mai nl anders, those Native Hawaii ans

12 living on the mainland to attend these neetings and have
13 | their voices heard.

14 Wth respect to the Las Vegas, San Francisco,
15| and L. A neetings, those were put together at the

16 | specific request of the Association of Hawaiian G vic

17| Club. W are open to those kinds of requests, and we do
18 | everything we can to acconmpdate those requests. And it
19| took a lot of shuffling of schedules. W all have famly
20 | obligations and commtnents, as well as professional

21| commtnments, and we endeavor to align those comm tnents.
22 | And so we do have representatives that will be attending
23 | those three neetings separate and apart fromthe tri bal
24 | consultations.

25 So to your point, | understand the frustration
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1| that you feel about Native Hawaiian nmai nl anders not
2| getting their voices heard at these community neetings.
3 But | encourage you to spread the word that they are
4| welcone at these tribal consultations. And to the extent
5| that we can accommobdate further requests for small Talk
6| Story neetings with Native Hawaii an mai nl anders out si de
7 of that process, we're happy to entertain those requests.
8 MR KAW KA KOLOVONA KANAKEEAI NA:  So get the
9| tine period extended?
10 M5. VENUS MCGHEE PRINCE: | was about to talk
11 about that. Anyone can request that the Secretary extend
12| the tinme frame, and so -- and then she would duly
13 | consider it, you know, as to whether to extend or not.
14| But | wanted to enphasize the -- | think one of the
15| concerns is -- and | nentioned earlier about, you know,
16 | only having the two years or so left in this
17 | adm nistration. Because every step in the process takes
18| a lot of tine, if this part of the process is extended
19 another two to three nonths, you know, it just increases
20| the risk that if it noves forward and if -- because we
21| would have the rule part, you know. That would cone out
22| later. And then we would have another 60 to 90-day sort
23 | of coment period and consultations conducted in Hawai i
24 | and on the mainland and all of that, so the only -- the
25| concern with extending it at this point, not -- and |'m
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1| not saying that the Secretary wouldn't consider it if
2| soneone were to make a formal request for an extension of
3| tine. | believe she would duly consider it. The risk
4| arises that we may not be able if the comunity wanted us
5| totoget toafinish line and a final rule that would be
6| there if they wanted to use it, that we m ght not the get
7| there, you know, with the remaining tinme that we have in
8| this admnistration. So that's the only real concern,
9| you know, with extension now or an extension later if the
10 | process is noving forward.

11 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. And | wanted to clarify,

12| too. | think I m sspoke, because we have a dual track

13| going on in Indian Affairs. W have a consultation

14 | regarding our rules for federal acknow edgnent. And

15| that, in a sense, we did hear fromthe public that they
16 | wanted to conme up here and extend it. And we extended it
17| this past week to 60 days. And in that basis, we added a
18 | phone nunber. So I'mnot sure that we've done that in

19| this instance. So | was thinking about the federal

20 process where it was a phone |line where interested fol ks
21| could call in that we couldn't get out to see. So ny

22 | apol ogies on that.

23 Yes, sir.

24 MR. DAVID CHANG A quick question. |I'm

25| wondering, how did the Departnent of Justice get
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1| involved?
2 M5. VENUS MCGHEE PRI NCE: Departnent of
3| Justice, of course, is basically all the agencies’
4 litigation counsel. And the Wite House at one point
5| asked the Departnent of Justice to help and assi st
6 Interior in |ooking at what options m ght be available to
7 assi st the Native Hawaiian Community. And that was
8 | about -- | don't know -- a year or so ago | think that
9| that request was nmade, certainly before | arrived at
10 Interior, because they were already involved. But that's
11 because they're essentially our litigation counsel and
12 can assist us trying to determne the risk associ at ed
13| with different options and sort of what m ght be the nost
14 | defensible if we were challenged in court.
15 MR. DAVI D CHANG  Thank you.
16 MR. DERRICK BEETSO. | think also the history
17 | of Justice goes back a little further, too. They
18 | helped with the -- there was an initial report in 2000, |
19 | think, that was released. And | think Justice had a hand
20 in drafting that report as well. | forget what the nane
21| of the report was. Maybe Jennifer can el aborate.
22 M5. JENNI FER ROVERO Yes. The nane of the
23 report -- and | want to get this right. Pardon ny
24 pronunciation. It's "From Mauka to Makai, the River of
25| Justice Must Flow Freely."
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1 MR. DAVID CHANG Thanks. Quick factual
2| question. Thank you for clearing that up for me. @ ven
3| that the overwhel m ng anount of public coment has been
4 made, what does it matter? Are you going to bring this
5| back to Washington? How does this change things that you
6| went out to the conmunity and the public comment was
7 overwhel mngly in opposition to this? Wat's that going
8| to do?
9 M5. JENNI FER ROMERO  Well, thank you for that
10 | comment.
11 So yes, when we visited the islands, there was
12 certainly -- the majority of folks who attended those
13 | neetings were outspoken and critical against the process.
14 | However, we were al so addressed by a nunber of folks in
15| our other neetings who expressed that they were
16 intimdated to speak publicly in support of the process.
17| They didn't want to stand up in that intimdating
18 | environnment. And they pledged to us that they woul d nake
19 | their comments for the record in witing.
20 Wth respect to your question about what does
21| it matter that the overwhel mng, as you say -- as you
22 | characterized, overwhelmng majority was in opposition,
23| the rule making process is not an up and down vote. The
24 rule making process is a |ot nore conplicated than that.
25| So of course we take into consideration oral testinony,
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1| witten testinony. But the way rule making works for al
2 | agencies, and especially the Departnent of the Interior
3| that has jurisdiction over indigenous conmunities, we
4 | take our agency's expertise, and we review those coments
5| and analyze them W take that very seriously. So when
6| we get a cooment -- this is just an exanple -- saying no,
7 no, but | think the Native Hawaiians shoul d have contr ol
8 | over the disposition of their |Iand and natural resources,
9| that could be no but yes. So it really depends on what

10 | the coments say, the substantive nature of those

11 | comments, and how they're anal yzed by the experts in the
12 Departnent of the Interior.

13 MR. KAW KA KOLOMONA KANAKEEAI NA:  Can | have a
14 | followup question to that response fromhis question?
15| This is really -- | don't need the mc.

16 So when all those comments and ver bal

17| testinonies are given, is that available to the public --
18 | wi thout personal information included in the witten

19 | comments obviously. But is that available to the public
20| so that we as a community can di ssem nate through that,
21 | and then when the Departnent of the Interior conmes out
22| with their decision, if it goes the way of the path of
23 | federal, can we have that to | ook back and say, hmm our
24 | analysis -- | nmean, we're not experts, but our analysis
25| is this, but -- so that way, we can -- | don't think
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1| there's any harmin questioning the establishnent, and |
2| don't think there's any harm-- and | personally want
3| sonething done. | want a Native Hawaiian governnent. |
4| want, you know, us to be in charge of our things. But we
5| need to have full transparency in tw of the processes.
6| W need to understand the efficacy. And | think the only
7| way we can do that and have a respectful dialogue is to
8 have transparency. So are those public coments -- are
9| those videos that were being taken, audio testinonies,

10 | the transcriptions, will those be made avail able at sone
11 point to our community so that we can read then?

12 M5. JENNI FER ROVERO Yes. They are bei ng nade
13 | avail able on an ongoing basis. So we get comments that
14 | are posted online, and there's about a day |lag for our

15 people to log themand put theminto the system

16 | checked this norning, and there's nearly 400 conments on
17 | regul ations.gov. Those are posted pretty quickly, like I
18 | say, within 24 hours.

19 Wth respect to the transcripts for the

20 Hawai i an neetings, those are being uploaded into the

21| systemas | speak. The transcripts are comng in on a
22 | daily basis. It takes us about a day or so to get them
23 up and running. There is -- we did not take video.

24 | There's no official video. | know there are other folks
25| in the roomthat were taking their own videos, but we
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1| won't have video for this site.
2 But to answer your question, yes, there's as
3 much transparency as we can provide, and we guarantee
4| that everything that was said in those neetings in Hawai i
S| wll be available to the public to review for their own,
6| as well as comrents both that are posted online and those
7| coments that have been witten to us, delivered
8 personally and also by the United States Postal Service.
9| Al of those will be available for viewi ng by the public.
10 MR, KAW KA KOLOMONA KANAKEEAI NA:  What website?
11 MS. JENNI FER ROVERO  The website is -- well,
12 | there's regul ations.gov where you can view the online
13| coments. As far as the witten comments, | believe they
14| wll be posted to the Ofice of Native Hawaii an
15 Rel ations, which is in the Departnent of the Interior.
16 MR, KAW KA KOLOMONA KANAKEEAI NA:  Thank you.
17 M5. JENNI FER ROVERO  Uh- huh.
18 MR MCHAEL GRESETH. Hi. |I'm M chael G eseth.
19| And | think what we're kind of concerned about is we
20 | won't have a problemw th governnent being accessed in
21 Hawaii. | think it would be a terrible thing if they
22| left and | eft Hawaii vul nerable to anybody el se that
23| wants to cone in and take over that. | think that, you
24 know, what | see in governnent is they want to keep their
25| hand in there, and the Hawaiians don't have a problem
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1| with their hand there. But when they start inplenenting
2| things that the governnent is supposed to do, is the
3 | governnent supposed to be before the people, not the
4| other way around, | think that's where the problemis is
5| there. And | would hate to see the -- you know, a
6| sovereign nation |ike Hawaii not be protected by the
7 United States and have soneone else run it. That woul d
8 be just a total msstep, as we saw in Iraqg when we |eft
9| that, and they just cane up and upheaved the whol e system

10| and try to keep the place. So | think governnent is

11 inportant. | just think that the way they are doing

12 | things and the way that the Hawaiian people want, they
13| want to have their cake and eat it, too.

14 And | see what the Indian Nation, the Native
15| Anerican nation is trying to do for those people, we're
16 | trying to say, you know, how can we do that as a Native
17 Hawai i an people and get the sanme results w thout junping
18 | through all the hoops and junping through all the

19 deception the governnent puts on? And | don't think

20 | that's going to happen, because we can't overstep a few
21| guys that worked hard to get through and are still

22 | working hard at it. And you're always spinning your

23 | wheels fromone presidency to another, whatever the case
24 may be. So if we could say |ike our governnents are all
25| the same, |like our brother Jerry over here said, the
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1| governnent is all the sanme, well, they should be all the
2| sane. It shouldn't matter if it stops with one
3| admnistration to another. But | think we're getting
4| frustrated here knowng that there's nothing really
5| that's going to be happening today until we get our own
6| people up there, that we can talk to themand fire at
7| them because we know that your main concern is to keep
8| the tribes and teach the rest of the indigenous people
9| howto get to where you guys are at. |It's a process that

10 | we see at -- you know, Brother Littlegeorge is gone, and
11 he had sone stipulations on things that happened in his
12 culture. And | think the Hawaiian people just want to
13 | nmake sure that none of that stuff disappears. And |I'm
14 | all for what you guys are doing. | just think that this
15 | scream ng at you guys, wanting to get sone answers,

16 know ng that we have to represent ourselves and that we
17| don't have any true representation here to really hamer
18 | and get these answers -- these questions answered for us.
19 So thank you.

20 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. Looking at the clock, |
21 know we have this roomuntil noon, and it's about 11:30
22 now, so.

23 MALE SPEAKER: | say we have a notion to

24 | adj ourn.

25 FEMALE SPEAKER: | just have one thing to say,
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1| whichis really off the subject. But | want to apol ogi ze
2| to the Native Anericans for all we did to you, which was
3| just horrible. And I live in [inaudible], which is close
4| to Mankato, which is where 38 Native Anericans were hung
S| in 18 sonething. | think that's the biggest nmass hangi ng
6| there ever has been. And | know every fall in the Land
7 of Menories Park, there's a reconciliation powww, and
8 | everyone tries to forget and get together and start anew.
9 But | can understand why it's very, very difficult. And

10 | that's why |I'm apol ogi zi ng.

11 M5. VENUS MCGHEE PRINCE: Derrick, | want to

12 make one qui ck comment, which is, | just want to

13 | enphasi ze, because we do want our record on this to be as
14 | robust as we can, and we want to get perspectives, but we
15| do need comments that are submtted to be responsive to
16 | the questions that we're asking. And | know we're

17 | getting a lot of comments certainly in our public

18 | neetings out in Hawaii where | know that a |lot of the

19 international |law issues that are -- you know, the

20 | community feels very passionately about. And, you know,
21| as an indigenous person, | understand exactly where that
22| conmes from And | amenpathetic to that. But | think

23 | for purposes of this process and what we're doing, you

24 know, we really -- because |I know, and | think soneone

25| highlighted, that there were the three areas that this
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1| ANPRM said that it wasn't covering, and one was the
2 | fundanental nature of the relationship between the
3 United States and Hawaii .
4 So we are -- this forumis under sort of
5| donestic law. There's no doubt about it. Interior is
6| dealing with donestic issues. And | just woul d enphasize
7| that to the extent that even if you -- even if you
8 | support sort of the international [inaudible] path, that
9| to the extent you can respond to these questions even
10 | past the first threshold thoughtfully with your conmments
11 as to what you would want it to look like if it were
12| there, that would be extrenely hel pful to us.
13 MR KAW KA KOLOVONA KANAKEEAI NA: Wt h that
14 | said, you asked 19 questions. You asked five threshold,
15| and you asked 19. Looking at the 19 questions, which I
16 | studied when you originally put themout, sonme of the
17 | things that are being addressed, sone of it goes outside
18 | the scope. The mpjority of the things that were being
19 brought up do fall -- kind of gray areas, but they kind
20| of fall wthin this. And | think where the danger is, as
21| a Native Hawaiian, ny concern here is that these are our
22| representatives. OHA is our representatives, one of a
23| few, but they are the dul y-el ected, appointed
24 representatives of our OHA back on the island. W have a
25| process called ho' oponopono, in which we reconcile and we
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1| forget, because forgiveness is nore about the forgiver,

2| not the forgiven. The concern is that the governnent is

3 putting out questions that pertain to what should the

4| qualification be for people to be recognized. Five

5| threshold questions is one thing. But then when the

6| Departnent of the Interior is putting out questions that

7| drill down to blood quantum-- |'m using ny own

8 | termnology -- but blood quantum constituti onal

9| framework, that, to nme, is outside the purview of the DO
10| at this time. |If the community does through its

11 appoi nted | eaders choose to go the route of Fed Rec, then
12| yes, let's engage in that. But | think the concern right
13| nowis we have a ton of people that don't even have a

14 | clue about our history and don't have a clue about what
15| vyou're even speaking to, because we need a plain | anguage
16 | doctrine. W need a nenorandum of understanding and a

17 | plain | anguage doctrine. |'ma state enployee. | was a
18 | federal enployee. W need a plain | anguage doctrine so
19 | that people can look at this and say -- they can | ook at
20 It and understand what you're saying, because | think

21| that's where a |lot of the confusion is com ng.

22 M5. JENNI FER ROVERO  Your point is very well
23| taken. And I think, you know, we're very nuch interested
24 in the five threshold questions. The 19 questions really
25| flesh out those five questions, and they're really given
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1| as guide posts. By no neans do you need to address these
2| questions. But it's really just to give -- just to |et
3| you start thinking about sone of these issues that are
4|1 ancillary perhaps at this tine but could informyour
5| decision with respect to the answers to questions one and
6| five.

7 M5. VENUS MCGHEE PRI NCE: But exactly what you
8| just said, I"'mglad that it's getting put into the
9| record. But, you know, if people feel that way about
10 | some of these 19 questions, it's good for us to get that
11 | feedback, that you don't think that it is, you know,
12 relevant to what we're doing right now
13 M5. CECELI A KRAUSE: Thank you. This is
14 | Cecelia Krause. First of all, I think that the
15 | Departnent of the Interior, they ask us to enroll. W
16 | are kept track of our |lineage |ike an animal is, whether
17 | they're purebred, half, quarter. And that one |I have a
18| hard tinme with. And the other question | have is who is
19 going to be analyzing all of these questions that are
20| going to be -- sone are fromthe departnent or fromthe
21 United States Governnent, or is it going to be sone
22 | agency outside the governnent?
23 M5. VENUS MCGHEE PRI NCE: Departnent of the
24 Interior is certainly the agency that's drilling into
25| these questions if they need to be. And | wanted to
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1| enphasize -- you know, | think you were talking about

2| blood qguantum A lot of tribes -- and | think this is

3| one reason |I'mvery hopeful that the Native Hawaii an

4 | Community does succeed in nation building efforts and

5| does forma governnent, because once the tribal

6| governnent is forned -- and | hope the sanme will be true

7| for Native Hawaiian governnent -- they can set nenbership

8 requi renents however they want to. And a lot of tribes

9| don't depend only on blood quantumrequirenents. And a
10| |ot of tribes change their nmenbership requirenents over
11| time. And so | think that is one of the benefits of

12 havi ng that governing structure in place and one reason
13 "' mvery hopeful for the current nation building efforts,
14 | Dbecause | think then it is the conmmunity's choi ce what

15| their nenbership requirenents are, and they don't have to
16 be, you know, based on 50 percent or, you know,

17 | 25 percent or that type of thing, which | know a | ot of
18 | tribes, including nyself, | have always kind of not I|iked
19 | the blood quantum aspect of the nmenbership requirenents.
20 But that being said, | just want to enphasi ze that that
21| is one of the benefits | think a formal governing entity
22 | for Native Hawaiians would have is the ability to set its
23 | own nenbership requirenents.

24 M5. SONJA TANNER: | just found out that when
25| the neeting was held here, you nentioned earlier that it
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1| was supposed to be for the tribal governnment community
2| meeting. And you had nentioned that there is no tri bal
3| governnent representation here. So | guess | would |ike
4 it to be on the record that it's an annual neeting, |
5| think, at the Governor's office, which is where the
6| tribal |leaders are, not that there wasn't necessarily any
7 I nterest.
8 MR. DERRI CK BEETSO. Thank you. So at this
9| point, does anybody want to make a cl osi ng comment ?
10 Ckay. Well, we appreciate having an
11 opportunity to talk to you guys today, and we appreciate
12 all the input we received. And we thank you again for
13 | taking tinme out of your day. | know it was nentioned a
14 | couple tines that today is a workday. |It's a day for us
15| to -- and we apol ogi ze that sonetines these neetings get
16 | schedul ed during workdays. So thank you for com ng out.
17 | And thank you again. Safe travels hone.
18 (Meeting concluded at 11:40 a.m)
19 *ok ok ok kK k Kk K
20
21
22
23
24
25
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