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Office of the Assistant Secretary for Insular Areas 
 

Assistant Secretary Esther Kia’aina To Confer with Guam Leaders, 

Convene U.S. Insular Areas Climate Change Stakeholder Meeting  

 Territorial and Freely Associated State officials to join U.S. officials  

to discuss impacts of Climate Change and strategies to strengthen island resilience  
 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (May 28, 2015) - The U.S. Department of the Interior’s Assistant 

Secretary for Insular Areas Esther Kia’aina will visit Guam from June 1 to 7 where she will 

confer with Guam Governor Eddie B. Calvo and other  leaders on a range of policy issues and 

convene the U.S. Insular Areas Climate Change Stakeholder Meeting.  Nearly 90 officials from 

the U.S. territories and freely associated states, federal agencies, higher education institutions, 

and key non-governmental groups, will meet to discuss efforts to develop and strengthen climate 

change adaptation and resiliency plans and strategies for the Insular Areas. 

 

Prior to convening the Climate Change Stakeholder Meeting on Wednesday, June 3, Assistant 

Secretary Kia’aina will meet with Governor Calvo and his administration to confer on capital 

improvement projects and renewable energy and climate change initiatives.  

 

"Climate change is a huge concern for the Pacific Islands and the Caribbean, but we have to do 

more,” said Governor Calvo. “We created through Executive Order the Guam Climate Change 

Task Force, which will complete a comprehensive vulnerability assessment to help us better 

understand the threats to our island’s resources, economy, and community’s well-being. 

Assistance and cooperation with our federal counterparts is crucial and we thank the Office of 

Insular Affairs for allowing Guam to host this event." 

 

On Thursday and Friday, June 4 to 5, Assistant Secretary Kia’aina will convene the U.S. Insular 

Areas Climate Change Stakeholder Meeting, with the Government of Guam as co-host, at the 

Hyatt Regency Hotel in Tumon. The meeting will bring together U.S. officials actively involved 
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in addressing climate change adaptation and resilience strategies in the territories and freely 

associated states.  Insular Area officials will share their efforts towards developing climate 

change action plans and have an opportunity to discuss data, tools, resources, needs, and 

successful programs.  Panel discussions will include:  Disaster Preparedness, Energy Needs and 

Planning, Role of Non-Governmental and Regional Organizations in Climate Change, Natural 

and Cultural Resources Management, and the Role of Insular Areas Higher Education 

Institutions in Capacity Building.   

 

“My expectation is that through this meeting, the federal government will be better able to assess 

and help each of the Insular Areas develop climate change action plans, depending on their 

varying needs,” said Assistant Secretary Kia’aina. “This in turn would favorably position the 

Insular Areas to secure the necessary funding resources and assistance they will need for the 

implementation of such plans to improve their capacities for climate change adaptation and 

resiliency strategies.” 

 

Participating officials will represent Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, the U.S. Virgin Islands, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, the 

Federated States of Micronesia and the Republic of Palau. 

 

The Assistant Secretary for Insular Areas carries out the administrative responsibilities of the 

Secretary of the Interior in coordinating federal policy for the territories of American Samoa, 

Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and 

administering and overseeing U.S. federal assistance to the Freely Associated States of the 

Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the Republic of Palau 

under the Compacts of Free Association. The Assistant Secretary executes these responsibilities 

through the Office of Insular Affairs. 
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