
 
 

NISC / ISAC Meeting – October 2015, Beltsville, MD 
 

The Invasive Species Advisory Committee (ISAC) will hold a meeting to discuss a broad range of topics related 
to invasive species. These discussions will serve as a basis for making recommendations to the National 
Invasive Species Council and to shape future work efforts of ISAC. While the meeting will focus on a broad 
range of invasive species topics, special emphasis will be placed on facilitating the productivity of ISAC 
subcommittees. 

 
ACTION OR INFORMATION ITEM 

 
 

SPONSORING 
NISC/ISAC MEMBER: 
 

Charles Bargeron 

COMMITTEE 
AFFILIATION: 
 

CEO and EDRR 

PRESENTER’S 
NAME/AFFILIATION: 
 

Sherry Aultman, Clemson University 

TOPIC: The Junior Invasive Inspectors Program in South Carolina 
 

1. DESCRIPTION OF AGENDA ITEM: 
 
The Junior Invasive Inspectors Program is a citizen science initiative that equips middle school youth and their adult 
leaders with the knowledge and supplies to conduct visual surveys for regulated invasive forest pests.  The Clemson 
University Invasive Species Program developed a 36-page workbook covering invasion biology, tree identification 
and insect identification; assembled 115 survey backpacks and 25 leader bags; and built a database that collects 
survey data and tracks and incentivizes program participation.  To date, 615 youth participants have used the Junior 
Invasive Inspectors Program to discover their role in protecting South Carolina forests. This presentation will discuss 
how the program was developed, challenges that were overcome and the anticipated expansion to additional youth 
groups in the state. The Junior Invasive Inspectors Program provides an excellent opportunity to encourage 
thousands of middle school age youth to participate in invasive species surveys and learn about the threats that 
invasive species pose to our natural resources. 

 
2. WHY IS THIS ITEM IMPORTANT TO NISC / ISAC? DOES IT RELATE TO CURRENT OR ANTICPATED 

SUBCOMMITTEE NEEDS, ACTIONS, OR DIRECTION? 
3.  

This program is relevant both to the CEO and EDRR subcommittee. 
 
4. HOW DOES THIS ITEM RELATE TO THE 2008 – 2012 OR FUTURE NATIONAL INVASIVE SPECIES 

MANAGEMENT PLAN? 
5.  

K-12 education is always discussed but usually in theory not practice, this is model that could be expanded 
nationally. 
 

6. PREVIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN BY NISC / ISAC ON THIS ITEM: 
none 
 

7. ACTION REQUESTED OF NISC / ISAC: 
 
Possible recommendation that NISC supports the expansion of this program to a national level. 
 

8. ALTERNATIVES: 
 

9. ATTACHMENTS: 


