
[bookmark: _GoBack]Fiscal Year 2016 Internal Control Guidance for Financial Assistance

Last year, the PAM office assigned each bureau a Google Drive folder where all required documents must be uploaded.  We will use the same process for this FY.  Please provide the name and contact information for a primary and secondary point of contact for the financial assistance function who will be responsible for uploading the required documents to the Google Drive folder.  Please provide the contact information to Casey Meng at Casey_Meng@ios.doi.gov as soon as possible, but no later than February 26, 2016.
[bookmark: h.3lu86918iasd]For the FY 2016 Internal Control Cycle for financial assistance, the Office of Acquisition and Property Management (PAM) will focus on the following:
[bookmark: h.r42n4hevwr9t]
1. [bookmark: h.uo7nh2l2p8t1]Review of current Corrective Action Plans that have been put in place by bureaus to address outstanding recommendations from GAO, OIG, PAM or bureau/office internal Financial Assistance Management Reviews (FAMRs).
2. Evaluation of bureau/office financial assistance policies issued in FY 2016, particularly bureau/office step-down policies to implement the provisions of the OMB Omni-Circular. 
3. [bookmark: h.pcw766ravfug]Targeted review to assess bureau/office implementation of applicant screening and merit review processes for competitive financial assistance awards in accordance with Department of the Interior Acquisition, Assistance and Asset Policy (DOI-AAAP) 0009, Financial Assistance Application and Merit Review Process, issued on December 22, 2014. PAM sampled awards from discretionary programs identified in the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA).

Mid-Year Deliverables: Due by April 1, 2016

1. [bookmark: h.gjdgxs]Provide a list and the status of any current open findings from bureau/office internal FAMRs and previous OIG, GAO, or PAM-led reviews. If your bureau/office tracks findings in Excel, please upload the Excel file to the shared drive. Also indicate if your bureau/office tracks GAO and OIG findings in Entellitrak, we can directly access the status from the system.
2. Provide bureau/office developed financial assistance policies issued in FY 2015, particularly bureau/office step-down policies to implement provisions of the OMB Omni-Circular. 
3. Provide a list of scheduled bureau/office internal FAMRs for FY 2016.

Please provide your bureau’s completed internal control review and Assurance Statement due to PAM no later than September 2, 2016.  The Assurance Statement must be coordinated with the respective bureau Internal Control Coordinator.  Bureaus are required to submit one assurance statement that covers acquisition, financial management, and the asset management functions using the attached “FY16 Assurance Statement Template.” The Assurance Statement should be signed by the cognizant official responsible for all three functions. 

Completed internal control reviews and assurance statements must include the following documentation:

1. Updates to corrective actions to address open audit findings that were submitted as part of the mid-year deliverables.  If your bureau/office tracks findings in Excel, please upload the Excel file to the shared drive. Please also indicate if your bureau/office tracks GAO and OIG findings in Entellitrak. If so, PAM can directly access the status from the system. 
2. Results of bureau/office internal FAMRs for FY 2016.
3. List of bureau/office policies and procedures published in FY 2016.
4. Completed internal control testing workbook, which must include at a minimum the completed targeted review template. Include findings and a corrective action plan to address weaknesses that were identified.

If you have any questions about this financial assistance guidance, please contact Maribel Langas Miller, Program Analyst, (202) 513-0688 or Maribel_Miller@ios.doi.gov.

Attachments: 

Targeted Review Template
FY15 Assurance Statement Template
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