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2018 Yukon River Fall Salmon Fishery News Release # 53
District 2 Commercial Period 18 and Subsistence Schedule
Districts Affected: Lower Yukon Area

The 2018 coho salmon are late in entering the Yukon River. A second pulse of approximately
37,300 completed passing the mainstem sonar near Pilot Station on August 31. Although the
current cumulative passage of 112,000 coho salmon past the mainstem sonar as of August 31 is
below the median of 137,000 fish, the projected total run size of 240,000 fish is above the
median run size of 209,000 fish.

Based on inseason assessment, a limited surplus of coho salmon remains in addition to that
harvested in the fall chum salmon directed commercial fishery. By regulation, effective
Saturday, September 1, the coho salmon directed commercial fishing season is open in Districts
1 and 2 and management transitions to the Yukon River Coho Salmon Management Plan. By
regulation, the coho salmon fishing season ends by September 10.

District 2 Commercial Fishing:

Commercial fishing will be open for one period in District 2, from 2 p.m. until 8 p.m.
Sunday, September 2. This will be a 6-hour commercial fishing period with gillnets restricted to
6-inch or smaller mesh size. Commercial fishermen need to confirm their buyer prior to fishing.
A reminder to fishermen that the Andreafsky River is closed to commercial fishing.

District 2 Subsistence Salmon Fishing Schedule:

Subsistence salmon fishing in District 2 is open 24 hours per day, 7 days per week with gillnets
restricted to a maximum mesh size of 7.5 inches, except for closures before, during, and after
commercial fishing periods. Subsistence salmon fishing will close at 2:00 a.m. Sunday,
September 2 and reopen at 8 a.m. Monday, September 3. Fishermen may use 4-inch or
smaller mesh size gillnets to target non-salmon species during subsistence salmon closures.

The Emmonak field office closed for the season on Friday, August 31. If you have any questions
after this time, contact the Fairbanks office at 459-7274.

This is an announcement by the ADF&G in consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
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