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Part I:

Democracy’s Empire







Pago Harbor, circa 1870
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Berlin Agreement




WESTERN SAMOA

Paradise / Divided

AMERICAN SAMOA

Tutuila

Manua Islands

New Political Entity
Deeds of Cession




“Cessions impose
an implicit
obligation upon it
to demonstrate

maximum respect
for the cessions.”
(Michal, 1992).




Part |l:

Best of Both Worlds

or
Territorial Step-Child?







i \ 3
I‘ - [ §
\"_ - y :
- .‘ ‘
J“"" i - }

@th Battaliont42mcl Infla‘nti[\

LSt Deploymentito liag, |




50 States

Where Is your star?

5 Territories

American Samoa
Guam

Northern Marianas
Puerto Rico

Virgin Islands ...

and the District of
Columbia




States are Incorporated.

All the provisions apply.




Territories are
Unincorporated*.

Not all provisions apply.

e Except for an uninhabited island.




Provisions that Don’t Apply

1) US Citizenship *
2) Voting for US President

3) Voting in Congress

* American Samoa only
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A Compelling Interest

right to preserve ourselves as a
distinct cultural community and to
make fundamentally important
decisions for ourselves.




Organized Territory?

1950: Congress rejects the protective

clauses proposed in the Guam
Organic Act as “un-American.”

Source: Keesing, F. (1951). Memoranda

Relating to the Political Situation and
Problems of American Samoa.




1960 Constitutional Convention

Governor Peter Tali Coleman and delegates of the Constitutional Convention which
adopted the first Constitution of American Samoa. These delegates represent the
ranking traditional leadership in American Samoa.




Policy Protective Legislation

“ ... to protect persons of Samoan ancestry
against alienation of their lands and the
destruction of the Samoan way of life ....”

American Samoa Constitution
Article |, section 3
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150,580 mi?

(390,000 km?

Lindsay Chapman, 2004
SPC technical report
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Samoan Archipelago with Proposed Sanctuary Units Identified

Fagatele Bay National Marine Sai

nctuary Draft Management Plan/DEIS: A Summary Guide

c) Natural Resources

Magnuson-Stevens Act

Sqgueezed jurisdiction
Only 3 nautical miles
Fishing restrictions
Submerged lands




d) Marine Sanctuaries
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a) Federal Regulations

Cab Otag elLaw § s
(Jones Act) Bt




b) Federal Minimum Wage

$4.60 ... 5.99
Q $7.25 (60+%)

—

Canneries represent
TRIMARINE ~ 50% of economy




An Existential Threat?

Whether the Citizenship Clause
entitles persons born in American
Samoa to birthright citizenship.

See: U.S. Const. amend. X1V, § 1
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Application PARADOX

Complete Incomplete

Equal Discriminatory
Integrated Segregated
Destructive Protective
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Self-Determination




The Future Political Status Study Commission
of American Samoa

Report

Ripoti

Komisi Saili Tulaga Faamalo

0o Amerika Samoa mo le Lumana’i 2006

lanuari 2, 2007
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Options:

UN classification
Independence
Unification
Statehood
Organized
Commonwealth
Free Association
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