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DISTANCE EDUCATION GRANTS (DEG) 

DEG GRANTS are administered by the USDA's 
Division of Community and Education. The program 
is administered under the provisions of 7 U.S.C. 
3362, to strengthen the capacity of Insular Area 
institutions to carry out distance education 
programs in the food and agricultural sciences.  

It is a competitive grants program with awards made 
to one or more individuals in eligible institutions of 
higher education in Insular Areas (Insular Area 
Institutions) or consortia of such eligible institutions, 
to carry out teaching and distance education 
programs in the food and agricultural sciences. It is 
designed to promote and strengthen the ability of 
Insular Area Institutions to carry out teaching and 
education programs within a broadly defined area of 
food and agricultural sciences and related 
disciplines.  

PROGRAM GOALS: 
▪Strengthen institutional educational capacities, including libraries, curriculum, 

faculty, scientific instrumentation, instruction delivery systems, and student 
recruitment and retention, in order to respond to identified State, regional, 
national, or international education needs in the food and agricultural sciences; 

 
▪Attract and support undergraduate and graduate students in order to educate 
them in identified areas of national need in the food and agriculture sciences;  

▪Facilitate cooperative initiatives between two or more insular area eligible 
institutions, or between those institutions and units of State Government or 
organizations in the private sector, to maximize the development and use of 
resources such as faculty, facilities, and equipment to improve food and agricultural 
sciences teaching programs;  

▪Conduct undergraduate scholarship programs to assist in meeting national needs 
for training food and agricultural scientists.  

RESIDENT INSTRUCTION GRANTS 
PROGRAM FOR INSULAR AREAS (RIIA) 

 RIIA are administered by the USDA's Division of 
Community and Education. The program is 
authorized by the Farm Security and Rural 
Investment Act of 2002 (section 7501 of Public Law 
107171), which amended the National Agricultural 
Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 
(7 U.S.C. 3101 et seq.), by providing for a program of 
resident instruction grants for insular areas (7 U.S.C. 
3363).  

It is a competitive grants program with awards made 
to one or more individuals in eligible institutions of 
higher education in Insular Areas (Insular Area 
Institutions) or consortia of such eligible institutions, 
to carry out teaching and education programs in the 
food and agricultural sciences. It is designed to 
promote and strengthen the ability of Insular Area 
Institutions to carry out teaching and education 
programs within a broadly defined area of food and 
agricultural sciences and related disciplines. 
   

PROGRAM GOAL: 

▪Strengthen the capacity of Institutions of Higher Education in Insular Areas 
to carry out resident instruction, curriculum, and teaching programs in the 
food and agricultural sciences, through distance education technology.  

Funding History 

2010:    1 Award          $718,002 

2011:    3 Awards        $716,599 

2012:     1 Awards        $717,945 

Funding History 

2005:   2 Awards     $468,454              2009:  1 Award       $760,748 

2006:   2 Awards     $469,189              2010:  1 Award       $857,162 

2007:   1 Award       $466,932              2011:  1 Award       $861,233 

2008:   1 Award       $709,604              2012:  1 Award       $861,079 

 

Insular Areas: 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 

Guam 
American Samoa 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 
Federated States of Micronesia 
Republic of the Marshall Islands 

Republic of Palau 
Virgin Islands of the United States 
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