
BROADBAND IN RURAL AMERICA 
LEVERAGING PUBLIC LANDS TO INCREASE 

CONNECTIVITY 



     

SUPPORTING DEPLOYMENT ON INTERIOR & TRIBAL 
LANDS 

January  8, 2018 President Donald  Trump Issues Presidential Memorandum entitled, 

“Supporting  Broadband Tower Facilities in Rural America on Federal Properties 

Managed by the DOI.” 

Acting Deputy Secretary  Kate MacGregor  developed Inter-Department team to 

produce a comprehensive 332 page report titled “Connectivity in Rural America,  

Leveraging Public  Lands for Broadband Infrastructure.” 

Department team created and published the  Joint Overview Established Locations 

(JOEL) Map. 
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CONNECTIVITY IN RURAL AMERICA, LEVERAGING PUBLIC 
LANDS FOR BROADBAND INFRASTRUCTURE 

Comprehensive review of  Department-wide permitting 

procedures. 

Identifies challenges  within permitting process and 

opportunities to streamline broadband deployment of  

public lands. 

Provides framework for common-sense improvements to  

facilitate broadband infrastructure. 

SEPTEMBER 23 – 24, 2019 | WASHINGTON, DC 3 



     

IMPROVING EFFICIENCY IN PERMITTING 

Regulations, Policy, and Guidelines 

Environmental Review 

Leasing and Permitting 

Fair Market Value Rental 

Program Administration 
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BROADBAND AVAILABILITY 
Percentage of Americans 
Lacking Access to Fixed 

Terrestrial 25 MBPS/3MBPS 
Broadband 

2018  Broadband  Deployment Report – based  on  

2016 data provided by Internet Service Providers 
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JOINT OVERVIEW-ESTABLISHED LOCATIONS (JOEL) MAP 
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https://www.doi.gov/broadband 



 

 

 

     

JOEL MAP 

Land use designations 

can be displayed on 

the map. 

Designations may 

affect areas available 

for permitting. 
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JOEL MAP 
Select relevant information from JOEL’s existing layer  list or add other data from

ArcGIS Online to their  map. 
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JOEL MAP 

JOEL Map provides details on the location or 

site, including managing agency information. 

Allows users to quickly identify 

Agency points of contact or areas 

where permitting may be easier. 
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QUESTIONS? 
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