











ECE is prepared to: transfer all non-project land to JOTR, commit that no extractive mining will
occur at the site, establish a mitigation trust fund, and agree to additional mitigation
enhancements along with the FERC required mitigation measures. We remain concerned with
the continued delay to reach agreement with NPS and to initiate the BLM permitting process for
what has been described as a “win-win” for the Administration’s renewable energy and
conservation goals.

Thank you for your attention to this matter and | look forward to meeting with you this month.
Sincerely,

Steve Lowe

Cc:  Elizabeth Kiein

Michael Bean
Karen Hyun
James Lyons
Neil Kornze
Linda Lance
Jon Jarvis
Jack Haugrud
Ted Boling
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3000 Ocean Park Bivd. Suite 1020
Santa Monica, CA 90405

Tei: (310) 450-9090
Fax: (310} 450-9494
www.EagieCrestEnergy.com
Eagle Crest
Ensrgy Company
July 22, 2015

The Honorable Jon Jarvis
Director, National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Director Jarvis:

Thank you again for taking the time to meet on February 25, 2015 regarding the Eagle
Crest Energy (ECE) pumped storage hydroelectric project near Desert Center,
Califomnia and Joshua Tree National Park (JOTR). Since that time, ECE has regularly
engaged with National Park Service (NPS) officials and Depariment of the Interior (DOI)
officials on a completing a memorandum of understanding and with the Bureau of Land
Management on the right of way permit.

At the June 30 meeting with NPS and DOI officials, ECE raised concerns about the
JOTR boundary study and how the project and existing rights are described in the
study. The next day, ECE was provided a draft of public scoping notice and invited to
comment. ECE promptly returned revisions which were ignored. On July 2, an e-mail
was sent NPS and DO officials with suggested changes to the boundary study public
scoping notice but none of the changes were included in the final notice. This is
extremely disappointing because this public scoping notice and maps do not accurately
describe the project lands and existing rights. In the notice, the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission-licensed project is identified in the description and map in
Option #1 but it is not identified in Options #2 and #3, which could create confusion with
the public. ECE is pleased that the project description was included in the press
release (dated July 13) but requests that the NPS issue a revised public scoping
document that includes the necessary edits to accurately reflect the ECE project in the
text and maps and existing rights and that all future documents recognize the ECE
project in the text and maps.

I look forward to continuing to work with you, NPS, and DOI.

Sincerely,

Steve Lowe ;

Eagle Crest Energy Company



























































































































coordination with the National Park Service to ensure protection and consideration of national
park values. 43 CFR 2310.2(d).

Private and State School Lands Not Affected

Neither the segregation, nor if it is made, the withdrawal, would affect private or state property
rights in the area. Segregation and withdrawal of the public lands is subject to valid existing
rights and thus does not apply to patented or state school lands or to any valid unpatented mining
and mill site claims. It therefore will not impose any limitation on private or state rights to sell
any or all remaining land holdings in the Eagle Mountain area. Kaiser may argue that a
segregation or withdrawal of surrounding lands, while not affecting their mining rights, could
diminish the value for potential sale. However, even without the proposed withdrawal, Kaiser
has been unsuccessful in finding purchasers for the mine site. Kaiser is now in negotiations with

Eagle Crest.

Attachments:
LegalandMap_2* PSL of Joshua Tree National Park_revised 20150430.pdf
Legaldescrip_2™ PSL of Joshua Tree National Park_revised 20150430.docx
Map_JOTR_MapEagleMtn_v20150501.pdf
Overlapping Withdrawals_Final xIsx
Segregation_Petition_2015_05_05
Segregation_NPS Transmittal Memo
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Subject: Clip: Desert Dispatch: Our View: DRECP needs a little fine-tuning

Our View: DRECP needs a little fine-tuning

By Desert Dispatch Editorial Board
Posted Feb. 24, 2016 at 8:54 AM

The long process of putting together the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan, or DRECP, has
been almost wondrous to behold.

We’'ve seen numerous government agencies working with conservation groups and mining groups.
We've seen environmentalists recognizing the needs of business are important to this plan, and vice
versa.

We've seen average High Desert residents take the time to comment on what they’d like to see from
the plan and what they wouldn't, just as elected officials from here to Sacramento to Washington, D.C,,
have done.

And we’ve watched the Bureau of Land Management thoughtfully consider the volumes of vital input
and express genuine concern for getting the DRECP right.

It has been a tall order, to be sure, as the DRECP covers 22.5 million acres, about half of that total in
San Bernardino County alone. But the hard, necessary work will pay off for generations of Americans if
this plan does what it is supposed to do — protect desert lands that are state and national treasures
while at the same time allocating other lands for renewable energy and mining interests.

The BLM has been a good partner in this process and it is with that in mind that we suggest it consider
these changes to the Phase 1 of the DRECP: 1) Ensure permanently protected conservation areas are
not exposed to new mining development, just as places designated for mining or renewable energy



projects will not be available for conservation; 2) Tweak the plan so it will provide specifics about how
to withdraw National Conservation Lands from mining while honoring existing valid claims.

3) Include the Big Maria Mountains northwest of Blythe, Lower Centennial Flat north of China Lake and
Bristol Valley east of Amboy in the National Conservation Lands.

We believe it is imperative that conservation lands be maintained as such and that new mining claims
won’t be allowed to be filed on those lands.

We expect the BLM to make its record of decision soon, which will usher in the start of Phase 1 of the
DRECP. We urge the BLM to thoughtfully consider these recommendations, which we believe will be in
the best interests of all Californians, but particularly the hundreds of thousands here and elsewhere who
call the desert their home.

On Thu, Dec 17, 2015 at 5:16 PM, Duran, Leah <leah duran@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
RENEWABLE ENERGY:

Greens protest potential 'loophole’ in BLM Calif. desert plan
Scott Streater, E&E reporter
Published: Thursday, December 17, 2015

National conservation groups are challenging a potential "loophole" in a sweeping federal plan designed to
guide commercial-scale wind, solar and geothermal power projects across the Southern California desert
that could open nearly 1 million acres of public land to new development.

At issue is the Bureau of Land Management's Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP),
which proposes to designate specific "development focus areas" across 10 million acres of federal desert
land where utility-scale renewable energy projects will be encouraged. The DRECP would also designate
areas where development will not take place in an effort to protect wildlife habitat and existing recreational
sites.

BLM last month released a final environmental impact statement (EIS) and proposed land-use plan
amendment for the federal portion of the plan covering public lands in the Mojave, Colorado and Sonoran
deserts. The plan is expected to be finalized in a record of decision as early as next month.

But at least six conservation groups -- including the Natural Resources Defense Council, Sierra Club,
Wilderness Society and National Parks Conservation Association -- filed formal protests with BLM this week
challenging, among other things, a provision in the final EIS that would designate 802,000 acres in the
planning area as "unallocated" lands -- meaning they don't qualify as focus areas for development or
conservation but would be open for renewable energy projects.

The groups say that some of these unallocated parcels include important wildlife habitat and migration
corridors for sensitive species like desert tortoise and bighorn sheep. They want BLM to re-evaluate the
natural resource values of these lands and to designate at least some of the parcels as conservation areas
before finalizing the plan next year.

They note that the draft DRECP unveiled by Interior Secretary Sally Jewell last year stated that "electrical
generation facilities" would not be permitted on lands with the unallocated designation. But the final EIS last
month dropped that language, stating that project applications would be "considered" on these designated
lands.

"The concern among the groups, Defenders, the Sierra Club and NPCA, is that this 802,000 acres of
unallocated lands is a loophole" for development without a clearly stated process for how project
applications will be processed on unallocated lands, said Kim Delfino, California program director for



Defenders of Wildlife.

Defenders of Wildlife's 42-page protest letter recommends making the unallocated lands off-limits to
renewables projects until the development focus areas are built out and there's a demonstrated need for the
unallocated lands to be developed.

Others are asking BLM not to process applications on these lands until the California Energy Commission
and individual counties in the planning area finalize their portion of the DRECP next year regarding
renewables development on 5.5 million acres of private and other nonfederal lands.

"We don't know how many acres on private lands will be allowed for development" in the nonfederal phase
of the DRECP, said Helen O'Shea, director of NRDC's Western Renewable Energy Project. "That process
needs to move forward before we can evaluate what additional lands are needed."

Not doing so, she said, will "create uncertainty and potentially lead to conflicts over development proposals.
It undermines the concept of guided development.”

NPCA's 16-page protest letter suggests BLM's decision not to close unallocated areas to renewable
energy projects was made to benefit two proposed projects opposed by NPCA and other groups that would
sit near the Mojave National Preserve and Joshua Tree National Park, respectively.

"This plan does a number of really positive things on the conservation side, but it also does a lot of things
we think are questionable," said David Lamfrom, NPCA's California desert program director. "They're saying
we're not going to make any designation on nearly 1 million acres, and whatever happens happens. From
our perspective, that's something that needs to be resolved."

The concerns about unallocated land designations are among an estimated 30 formal protests BLM has
received so far by the Monday deadline to file protests.

While the conservation groups say they enthusiastically support the DRECP process, the unallocated lands
issue is a serious sticking point that they want BLM to address before the plan is finalized.

"We all want to see the DRECP get done," Delfino said. "But this is the last opportunity to tell BLM that
these are some areas of concern that need to be fixed."

BLM response

BLM officials in California say they have not reviewed the protest letters, which are being sent to the
agency's Washington, D.C., headquarters. A team of agency experts will be appointed to review the
protests and recommend revisions, if any, to the final DRECP in the record of decision, said Dana Wilson,
an agency spokeswoman.

But BLM defended the plan and said the intent of the unallocated designations was not to establish a
loophole where large projects could be located.

Mike Sintetos, BLM California's renewable energy program manager in Sacramento, said the unallocated
lands were closely evaluated and it was determined they didn't fit within the 388,000 acres of "development
focus areas" where development would be encouraged, or within any of the conservation or recreation
management units in the plan.

That's because these lands are smaller parcels spread across 10 million acres of federal land. Some
already have existing mining activity or are surrounded by private lands that would make development
difficult. And some of the unallocated lands are parcels literally under the Salton Sea, Sintetos said.

"On many of those lands, it wouldn't be feasible" to develop commercial-scale wind, solar or geothermal
projects, he said.



The parcels in question also do not have the characteristics to be included in the 3.6 million acres that the
DRECP proposes to place within BLM's National Landscape Conservation System, he said.

"Some parties have other opinions about that. But we took a hard look at that, and we feel those lands don't
have the conservation values to be put into one of our conservation designations," Sintetos said.

Instead, he said the unallocated parcels will be managed like any other multiple-use lands. If the agency
receives applications to develop these parcels, it has added into the plan "conservation and management
actions" that forbid projects that harm areas designated for conservation or that interfere with projects in a
development focus area.

"We're not anticipating really much interest in the unallocated areas given the scattered nature of the
parcels and little expressed interest [from industry] in those areas during the planning process," he said.

Controversial projects

But two renewable energy projects, including one fiercely opposed by many of the conservation groups filing
protests, are proposed to be built on parcels that have been designated unallocated.

The projects of concern are the 294-megawatt Soda Mountain Solar Project in San Bernardino County,
which is proposed to sit less than a mile from the Mojave National Preserve, and Eagle Crest Energy Co.'s
Eagle Mountain pumped storage hydroelectric project on 2,700 acres in Riverside County near Joshua Tree
National Park.

BLM released a final EIS for the Soda Mountain project last summer; the agency announced last month it
will conduct an environmental assessment related to the Eagle Mountain project, which is proposed to be
built on private lands but needs to string about 12 miles of transmission lines across BLM lands.

BLM in the final EIS scaled back the size of the Soda Mountain project -- to 1,923 acres of federal land from
2,557 acres -- by removing a proposed array of solar panels on the east end of the project site and north of
Interstate 15. The more than 500 acres removed from the project footprint is proposed to be designated as

conservation as part of the DRECP.

The south end, where the project would be built, was designated as unallocated. The parcels south of I-15
"share many of those same values" as the region north of the interstate "and are incorrectly and arbitrarily
designated" as unallocated, according to NPCA's protest letter written by Lamfrom.

"That proposed designation was based on the fact that there is an active solar proposal there that the
Administration has not made a final decision on," the protest letter states.

The same is true with the Eagle Mountain location, which the NPCA protest letter says "is rich with known
natural resources and cultural history."

The decision to designate the federal lands north and south of the proposed project site as unallocated
"appears (geographically) to have a correlation to the Eagle Crest Pumped Storage project."

"We believe that the designation of lands with known important conservation, especially the Soda Mountain
and Eagle Mountain regions, are flawed designations and are not supported by science, research, or
policy," the letter states.

Sintetos said the unallocated designation for the Soda Mountain project site was based on its proximity to
the highway, as well as pipelines and transmission lines already on the site.

The same reasoning applied to the Eagle Mountain project site, which has a long history of mining activity,
he said.



"We were looking to conserve intact landscapes with high cultural and natural resource values," he said.
"Lands with pipelines, transmission lines and highways often didn't meet the criteria."

On Wed, Nov 25, 2015 at 9:41 AM, Duran, Leah <leah duran@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Califormia’s energy goals collide with
the desert tortoise

By Ted Nordhaus and Marian SwainNovember 24, 2015

Federal officials announced earlier this month that 400,000 acres of public land in
California’s Mojave Desert would be designated for possible renewable energy development
as part of the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan. The plan represents a laudable
effort to balance California’s long-standing commitment to the preservation of its natural
heritage with its more recent commitments to address climate change. But it also reveals
some hard truths about the environmental trade-offs inherent in the state’s commitment
embodied in SB350 to generate 50 percent of its electricity with renewable energy by 2030.

Seven years in the making, the plan considered wildlife habitat, hydrology, Native American
interests and a raft of further considerations to identify areas where renewable energy
projects might be profitably developed with the least impact on California’s fragile desert
ecosystems. However, development of large-scale renewable energy projects in California
in recent years has brought with it significant impacts on wildlife habitat. The enormous
Ivanpah solar thermal power plant in the Mojave, for example, cleared critical habitat for the
endangered desert tortoise.

These impacts were not simply the result of poor siting decisions. Sunny deserts and windy
ridge lines that represent good places for wind and solar farms also tend to be
environmentally sensitive areas. A study from Berkeley researcher Rebecca Hernandez and
colleagues found that big solar development in California has consistently come at the
expense of natural ecosystems and previously undeveloped habitat. Another study found
that when areas of high conservation value are excluded, the efficiency of potential
renewable energy development is significantly reduced.

In response to the mounting evidence of significant environmental impacts associated with
the state’s still modest wind and solar developments, renewable energy advocates have
argued that, with better planning, many of those impacts could be significantly mitigated if
not eliminated altogether. But a careful look at the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation
Plan suggests this is unlikely to be the case.

If the entire 400,000 acres designated as “Development Focus Areas” under the plan were
blanketed with highly efficient solar panels, it would likely be enough to get California to 50
percent renewable electricity. But nobody expects that anything close to the entire area will
be converted for clean energy projects. Some areas may prove, upon further investigation,
to be unsuitable to renewables development. Each individual project will still have to go
through the normal permitting processes. The new plan simply seeks to provide renewable
developers with guidance ahead of time so as to minimize environmental conflicts.

But already it is clear that the areas included in the Development Focus Areas still will have
significant conservation value. The plan, lleene Anderson, a scientist with the Center for
Biological Diversity told The Chronicle, “still contain[s] highly sensitive habitat and key
movement corridors for listed species that are already struggling for survival.”



Many desert conservation advocates would prefer that the state meet its renewable energy
targets through accelerated deployment of rooftop solar panels. But every serious look at
what it will take to meet the state’s renewable energy mandates has concluded that doing so
will require large-scale development in the California desert, a point on which government
officials, the state’s utilities, and California’s major environmental groups all agree.

All this points to difficult trade-offs associated with achieving California’s twin goals of 50
percent renewable energy and 80 percent lower carbon emissions. The latter task is made
all the more difficult due to adamant environmental opposition to nuclear energy. Under
pressure from environmental groups, Southern California Edison closed the San Onofre
Nuclear Power station in 2012. Anti-nuclear groups are now pressing to shut down the
state’s only remaining nuclear power facility, Diablo Canyon, which quietly produces 20
percent of the state’s carbon-free electricity on a 100-acre parcel near the central California
town of San Luis Obispo. Meanwhile, the state has maintained a moratorium on
construction of new nuclear power plants until a permanent depository for the state’s
nuclear waste has been established.

Ultimately, something will have to give.

Either the state will have to accept destruction of fragile desert habitats on a large scale in
order to meet its climate commitments, it will have to scale back those commitments, or it
will have to reconsider the ban on new nuclear energy. When it comes to energy and the
environment, there is no free lunch. All energy technologies have environmental impacts.
Having an honest conversation about the tradeoffs associated with the state’s renewable
energy commitments and its nuclear energy moratorium will be necessary if we hope to
meet the state’s climate commitments while minimizing associated impacts on the natural
environment.

Ted Nordhaus is the co-founder and Marian Swain is a conservation analyst at
Breakthrough Institute. To comment, submit your letter to the editor at
www.sfgate.com/submissions.

On Fri, Nov 20, 2015 at 9:29 AM, Duran, Leah <leah duran@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Opinion: Desert Plan Balances Renewables
and Conservation

by Sally Miller, The Wilderness Society November 19, 2015 1:15 PM

Where | live, in a mountainous community on the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada, we
were harvesting red ripe tomatoes in late October. It was a subtle reminder that we live in
a different era than when | moved here thirty years ago. Climate change is moving closer
to home for many of us in California and beyond, manifesting in warmer, drier winters,
drought-stressed gardens and altered growing seasons.

California recently adopted a goal to get 50 percent of our electricity from renewable
energy sources by 2030. SB-350, the Clean Energy and Pollution Reduction Act of 2015,
was signed into law in October by Governor Brown at Griffith Park. This ambitious
legislation puts California at the forefront of the global effort to combat the impacts of
climate change.

If we really want to reduce consumption of polluting energy sources like coal, oil and gas,



we need enough renewable energy to power our homes and California's economy and it
must be captured in many ways - on rooftops, through increased energy efficiency and
conservation, through emerging technologies that will improve how we generate and store
energy and through intelligently designed large-scale wind, solar and geothermal
production. An "all of the above" clean energy strategy is needed to accomplish
California's trend-setting climate goals.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW

SUPPORT KCET

That doesn't mean we should stand by and allow a chaotic rush of renewable energy
projects to set up shop on our most cherished public lands. Our nation has a long history
of clashes between conservation efforts and energy development projects on public
lands. But there is progress on that front. The U.S. Department of the Interior is moving
from a project-by-project approach, which has led to siting projects in locations rife with
conflict, to smarter, wide-scale planning that safeguards our most important lands and
facilitates development in the most appropriate places. Large-scale power plants should
be steered toward already disturbed lands, both public and private. They also need to
capture power where it's generated, which points to mountain passes for wind and
deserts for solar.

In California, our desert regions contain some of the best solar resources in the world; but
solar energy production brings environmental impacts and must be sited cautiously to
avoid harming wildlife and wild lands. Public lands managed by the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) can help accommodate our need for clean energy. The BLM has just
released a plan, covering 10 million acres of the California desert, to do just that,
balancing energy development with the conservation of places important to wildlife and
people alike.

The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP), a landmark collaborative
effort nine years in the making, was issued in near-final form on November 10. The
DRECP identifies not only public lands that could host large-scale renewable energy
facilities, but it also sets aside nearly 4 million acres of public lands for permanent
conservation, because of their natural, geological and cultural values. These treasured
lands will become part of BLM's National Landscape Conservation System, which will
forever preserve the desert's wide open spaces, starry night skies and opportunities for
recreation -- from hiking and camping, to four-wheel drive touring on back roads.

Places like the Amargosa River country, jewel of the Mojave Desert, and the extensive
Colorado desert that covers Chuckwalla Bench east of Palm Springs and is home to
colorful ocotillo and palo verde trees will be permanently protected -- along with the
remote Silurian Valley, a historical and scenic treasure that lies between Death Valley



National Park and Mojave National Preserve. These and other conservation lands will
help ensure that desert plants and animals survive, with pathways for migration and
enough space to adapt to this era of climate change.

While the BLM's plan is a great improvement over earlier drafts, it is not perfect and
should be improved before it is finalized in 2016. The DRECP currently leaves about
800,000 acres of public lands in limbo -- not slated for development and not slated for
conservation, either. This includes scenic and undeveloped public lands like the Owens
Valley. The BLM should decide the fate of these lands so that nearby residents, local
business owners, visitors, energy companies and other stakeholders have clarity on how
the desert's public lands will be managed into the future.

The DRECP is only the first phase of planning for the future of the California desert. The
California Energy Commission, the BLM and desert counties are working on similar plans
covering private lands. When these "Phase II" plans are completed, the BLM and
California will be able to claim a "first" for one of the largest landscape-level plans in the
United States -- one that can provide much-needed clean energy and preserve our desert
legacy for generations to come.

Commentaries are the opinions of their authors, and do not necessatrily reflect the views
of KCETLink.

On Thu, Nov 12, 2015 at 5:37 PM, Duran, Leah <leah duran@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Obama’s Solar Power Plan For The California Desert
Think Progress // NIDHI THAKAR // November 12, 2015
On Tuesday, the Obama administration released the first phase of a plan that will boost
renewable energy in the solar-rich California desert while protecting millions of acres of
sensitive land from development. The land management plan, known as the Desert Renewable
Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP), prescribes which federal and state lands in a 22.5-million-
acre area of the California desert will be available for renewable energy development and
which will be set aside to preserve the unique and valuable desert ecosystem. The first phase
of the plan, outlined in a final environmental impact statement released Tuesday by Interior
Department’s Bureau of Land Management (BLM), provides a 25-year blueprint for the
management of 10 million acres of federally-owned public lands from Death Valley to San
Diego County, spanning seven counties. Phase two of the plan, which covers non-federal
lands, is still under review.

This Map Shows Where the Next Clean Energy Gold Mine Is

Mother Jones // Tim McDonnell // November 11, 2015

The desert in Southern California could be in for a climate-friendly makeover, after the Obama
administration released its plans to develop more renewable energy projects on federally
owned land. On Tuesday the Interior Department released the final version of a plan that would
open up about half a million non-contiguous acres—half the size of Rhode Island—for projects
such as wind and solar farms in the Mojave Desert and surrounding areas. It would also more
than double the amount of land dedicated to protecting delicate desert ecosystems that are
home to vulnerable species, including the desert tortoise. The Mojave Desert, which stretches
across most of Southern California, is a potential gold mine for clean energy. Earlier this year,
the world's largest solar farm opened there, near Joshua Tree National Park.

California opens up public land for renewable energy generation
PV Magazine // EDGAR MEZA // November 11, 2015




State and federal authorities have unveiled an ambitious plan that advances conservation goals
in California's desert regions. The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan would
introduce a streamlined permitting process, facilitating approval of applications for renewable
energy projects. California is set to open up vast tracts of public desert land for renewable
energy projects. The U.S. Department of the Interior and the California Natural Resources
Agency joined forces to develop and the ambitious Desert Renewable Energy Conservation
Plan (DRECP) plan, which would pave the way for renewable energy development and
conservation on some 10 million acres (4 million hectares) of federal public lands in the
California desert managed by the Interior Department’s Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in
the California desert.

California Renewable Energy Conservation Plan finalised

PV-Tech // Conor Ryan // November 12, 2015

US Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell and California Secretary for Natural Resources John
Laird have announced the final environmental review for the first phase of the Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP). The DRECP — an extensive plan designed to
spur renewable energy development and conservation on over four million hectares of federal
land in the California desert — will feature an initial phase that will be led by the Bureau of Land
Management. Jewell noted: “Using a landscape-level perspective, unprecedented collaboration
and extensive public engagement, this phase of the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation
Plan will facilitate clean energy development, creating new jobs while cutting carbon pollution.

Feds Release New Version of Desert Energy Plan

KCET // Chris Clarke // November 10, 2015

A massive plan to coordinate renewable energy development across 22 million acres of the
California Desert is back, or at least part of it is. Under the plan, permitting for solar, wind, and
geothermal development would be streamlined across an area of the California desert the size
of Los Angeles and Bakersfield combined. A much larger area of almost 5 million acres would
be protected more or less permanently for conservation under the plan. That news comes with
the release Tuesday of a major portion of the Desert Renewable Energy and Conservation
Plan (DRECP), which has been in the works since 2008. The portion released this week bears
the unwieldy name of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for Phase 1 of the
DRECP. Primarily drawn up by the Bureau of Land Management, the document proposes
establishing renewable energy Development Focus Areas (DFAs) on 388,000 acres of public
land in the California desert. That's around 606 square miles, approximately the size of Los
Angeles and Bakersfield combined.

Desert Energy Plan Could 'Dramatically Limit' California Wind Growth

North American Windpower // November 11, 2015

The U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) and California Natural Resources Agency have
announced the final environmental review of a land-use plan meant to expedite the permitting
process for renewable energy development and support conservation on 10 million acres of
federal public lands in the California desert. The release of the final environmental impact
statement for Phase | of the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP) comes
after the agencies revealed their draft plan in September 2014 and held a public-comment
period. Having spoken out about concerns for wind power development when the draft was
released, the California wind industry maintains its reservations.

Millions of acres of California desert are now closer to protection
SCPR// Jed Kim // November 10, 2015
Millions of acres of California desert would be permanently protected from development under




a plan released on Tuesday by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The proposed plan
also designates 388,000 acres of land as “development focus areas” for possible wind, solar
and geothermal projects. “This plan will bring increased certainty to developers and
communities, achieving a thoughtful balance between development and conservation,” said
U.S. Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell. Jewell said the balanced approach taken in
developing the plan would give clearer guidelines for those seeking to develop projects within
the desert.

On Tue, Nov 10, 2015 at 4:22 PM, Duran, Leah <leah duran@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

BLM advances federal portion of massive Calif. desert plan
Scott Streater, E&E reporter
Published: Tuesday, November 10, 2015

The Obama administration today advanced the federal portion of a major plan designed to guide
commercial-scale wind, solar and geothermal power development across millions of acres of
Southern California desert.

Interior Secretary Sally Jewell announced completion of a final environmental impact
statement (EIS) and three proposed land-use plan amendments covering about 10 million acres
of federal lands as part of the first phase of implementation of the Desert Renewable Energy
Conservation Plan (DRECP).

The overall DRECP unveiled in draft form last year called for establishing "development focus

areas" deemed suitable for commercial-scale renewables development, as well as areas to be
protected or managed for their recreational values, within a 22.5 million-acre planning area that
includes federal, state, county and private lands in the Mojave, Colorado and Sonoran deserts.

Today's final EIS and proposed land-use plan amendments cover only 10 million acres of federal
lands within the planning area. The Bureau of Land Management and California Energy
Commission (CEC) decided last spring that they were going to phase in major components of the
DRECP, and today's announcement does not address renewables development on 5.5 million
acres of private and other nonfederal lands within the massive planning area (Greenwire, March
10).

But Jewell today called completion of the final EIS "another major milestone in our ongoing
efforts to support renewable energy on public lands." And BLM Director Neil Kornze, California
Secretary for Natural Resources John Laird and others said in a conference call with reporters
that the federal portion of the plan provides a foundation that will allow state and county leaders
to complete the plan that envisions 20,000 megawatts of new renewable energy will be
developed within the boundaries of the planning area by 2040.

Jewell touted the federal portion of the DRECP as advancing President Obama's Climate Action
Plan for combating climate change unveiled in 2013. Among other things, the climate plan
challenged Interior to approve 20,000 MW of renewable energy projects on public lands by 2020.

She said the final EIS and land-use plan amendments were being released today as part of "the
run-up" to Obama's appearance at the upcoming international climate negotiations beginning this
month in Paris.

"Public lands administered by Interior's Bureau of Land Management play a key role, not only in
President Obama's Climate Action Plan to approve 20,000 MW of renewable energy on public
land by 2020, but also in helping California meet its goal to achieve 50 percent of its energy from
renewable sources by 2030," Jewell said.



Laird noted during the conference call that the DRECP also dovetails with California's ongoing
efforts to meet state goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 40 percent below 1990 levels
by 2030.

"This effort and this announcement," he said of the federal portion of the DRECP, "helps
California on the path to meet those goals."

Mixed reviews

The final EIS evaluates the proposal to amend three BLM land-use plans for the California
Desert Conservation Area and the Bakersfield and Bishop resource management plans to
establish the development focus areas on 388,000 acres where BLM will encourage utility-scale
solar, wind and geothermal power projects. Proposed projects in these designated areas would
undergo a streamlined environmental review because the focus areas have already been
surveyed and studied, and mitigation requirements already established as part of the
conservation plan.

The plan would also add a total of 3.6 million acres to the National Landscape Conservation
System, and 1.3 million acres to proposed or existing "areas of critical environmental concern”
(ACECs) that have been designated to protect the California condor, desert bighorn sheep and
burrowing owl, among others. An additional 18,000 acres would be managed for their wilderness
characteristics and not be available for renewables development, according to the final EIS.

The plan says it would also add 287,000 acres to the National Landscape Conservation System
and ACECs outside the DRECP planning areas.

Kornze said a record of decision formally approving the federal portion of the DRECP should be
issued by early next year.

The final EIS and proposed land-use plan amendments would also establish 3.7 million acres of
recreation management areas on BLM lands, both inside and outside the DRECP planning area.
The agency would not accept renewable project applications on lands inside either the
conservation or recreation designated areas, except for some geothermal activity in the
recreation areas as long as there is no surface occupancy.

The federal portion of the plan would also establish about 40,000 acres of so-called variance
process lands that are "potentially available for renewable energy development," but that would
require more review and "would not receive the [streamlined review] incentives that apply" to
projects in the development focus areas, according to the final EIS.

The plan outlined in the final EIS drew cautious support today from conservation groups that
have followed the issue closely.

"The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan provides a solid blueprint for carefully
balancing public land conservation with renewable energy development in the California desert,"
said Ken Rait, director of the U.S. public lands program at the Pew Charitable Trusts. "Pew
applauds the Bureau of Land Management for making permanent the protections for the areas it
is now designating as National Conservation Lands, thus adding them to the agency's premier
network of safeguarded areas across the country."

Kim Delfino, California program director for Defenders of Wildlife, echoed Rait's comments.

"There is much to celebrate as the DRECP plan reflects the Obama administration's commitment
to finding lower conflict sites for renewable energy development while protecting our wildlife
legacy," Delfino said.



But Delfino also cautioned that the final plan opens up areas, particularly in the West Mojave
Desert region, that could imperil desert tortoise and the Mohave ground squirrel.

"We urge the BLM to improve protections for desert wildlife in the Fremont Valley, Rose Valley,
North of Kramer area and the Pisgah Valley in its final plan," she said.

Similar concerns were expressed last year when the draft plan drew 16,000 public comments,
some of which were sharply critical of aspects of the plan.

Kornze said the final plan was "shaped" by those public comments. Indeed, the final plan
addresses some of these concerns, including removing from development a section in the
Silurian Valley that some complained included sensitive wildlife habitat that should not be open
for development.

David Lamfrom, director of the California Desert and Wildlife Program for the National Parks
Conservation Association, applauded the "common-sense decision to protect the remarkable
Silurian Valley in the final DRECP."

But Lamfrom also noted that the final plan does not appear to address two proposed renewable
energy projects that he said could undermine the entire DRECP process.

The projects of concern are the 358-MW Soda Mountain Solar Project in San Bernardino County,
which is proposed to sit less than a mile from the Mojave National Preserve, and Eagle Crest
Energy Co.'s Eagle Mountain pumped storage hydroelectric project on 2,700 acres in Riverside
County near Joshua Tree National Park.

"In the end, the final plan advances renewable energy and some important protections for desert
ecosystems but does not remove real and immediate threats to desert national parks that could
forever change the lands the plan seeks to steward," he said.

Incomplete plan

Another concern is that the final EIS and proposed land-use plan amendments represent just one
part of the three-part plan unveiled last year that is supposed to guide commercial-scale solar,
wind and geothermal power development across the entire 22.5 million-acre planning area.

And even though the vast majority of the planning area -- 17 million acres total -- is on federal
lands, there are millions of acres of highly developable state, county and private lands in the
planning area not covered by the final EIS and proposed land-use plan amendments.

BLM and the CEC made the decision last spring to delay the nonfederal portion of the plan
because many of the public comments on the draft plan raised substantive concerns about how it
will affect local county authority over projects on private lands.

The seven counties in the DRECP planning area -- Imperial, Inyo, Kern, Los Angeles, Riverside,
San Bernardino and San Diego counties -- have jurisdiction over renewables permitting on
private lands, and they are currently working on their own renewable energy and conservation
plans.

At least five counties complained that the DRECP does not conform to their previously
established or developing renewable energy plans. The counties asked BLM and the state for
more time to ensure that the local plans they are working to finalize align with DRECP objectives,
and that process remains ongoing.

Karen Douglas, a commissioner with the CEC, said in an interview that the county portion of



DRECP covering private and other nonfederal lands likely will be phased in "over the coming
years."

But Douglas said having the BLM plan in place "will provide certainty for assisting developers
with where they can go" in the meantime and "provides a really needed foundation for local
government and stakeholders and the public as we continue to move forward and address the
issues of renewable energy development on private lands."

In the meantime, some counties have moved quickly to finish their renewable energy plans.

Inyo and Imperial counties have finished their renewable energy plans, and "large parts of the
planning area are already relatively clear" on the issue of where renewable energy should go,
said Jim Kenna, who until retiring last month was the BLM California state director who helped
develop the plan over the past five years.

Kenna has stayed on at BLM to serve in an advisory role until the DRECP is completed, he said.

But Kern and San Bernardino counties, which includes nearly 12 million acres within the DRECP
planning areas, "are not far along" in their planning yet, he said.

Rait said the "county-by-county decisions on what nonfederal lands will be made available for
such development are a critical component in striking the right balance in the desert" and will be
key in judging the ultimate merits of the plan.

Meanwhile, Douglas said, "We fully expect development to move forward on public and private
land. The phasing-in of the DRECP does not stop development on private lands."

More unfinished business

There are other sections of the overall DRECP that also remain unfinished.

Federal and state regulators last spring agreed to delay completing an overarching conservation
strategy covering the entire 22.5 million-acre planning area that is designed to protect and
enhance 37 sensitive species and their habitat, including the Mojave fringe-toed lizard, California
condor, desert bighorn sheep and burrowing owl.

In addition, the Fish and Wildlife Service has also slowed development of a "General
Conservation Plan" that would allow the service to streamline the permitting process for
renewable energy projects on nonfederal lands in the planning area, including incidental take
permits involving endangered or threatened species for renewable energy or transmission
projects as long as the project backers agree to the conditions outlined in the DRECP.

In both cases, FWS and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife said they want to work
with counties to address concerns about how these plans would affect renewables development
on private lands within their jurisdictions.

Douglas said the CEC and BLM by the end of the year are working to publish a list of the
conservation goals covering the entire 22.5 million-acre planning area that were outlined in the
draft document last year, showing what's been achieved on the conservation side by adopting
the BLM portion of the plan, and what still needs to be done.

"We are continuing to work to establish a framework to ensure that the planwide conservation
vision across the public and private lands designated in the draft DRECP continues to move
forward," she said.



On Tue, Nov 10, 2015 at 3:08 PM, Duran, Leah <leah duran@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
After 7 years, desert renewable energy plan finalized

Sammy Roth, The Desert Sun 11:45 a.m. PST November 10, 2015

State and federal officials released a sweeping plan for the future of California's
deserts Tuesday, designating areas for renewable energy development,
conservation and recreation across 10 million acres overseen by the Bureau of Land
Management.

The plan will encourage energy companies to build solar, wind and geothermal
power plants on 388,000 acres of federally managed land, although only a portion of
that land is likely to be developed. The plan also sets aside 5.3 million acres for
conservation and 3.8 million acres for recreation, virtually all of which would be
closed to energy development.

The Current: Sign up for email updates on all things water and energy

Officials said the plan features major changes from a draft released last year, which
spurred 12,000 public comments and came under fire from energy companies,
conservation groups and county governments. The changes include new
designations for several contested areas:

e The Silurian Valley, between Death Valley National Park and the Mojave National
Preserve, has been designated for conservation. Officials had previously delayed
giving the area a firm designation, although the Bureau of Land
Management rejected a solar proposal there last year.

o Parts of the Cadiz Valley and the Eagle Mountain area, which in the draft were
not given designations, have been marked for conservation. It's unclear how the
Eagle Mountain designation will impact a proposed hydroelectric power plant,
which would be built largely on private land. The federal lands are home to a
concentration of golden eagles.

¢ The Palen Dunes, which provide sandy habitat for the Mojave fringe-toed lizard,
have been removed from a development area in eastern Riverside County. Other
parts of the development area have also been removed and designated for
conservation, to protect Native American cultural resources.

e In a small victory for the wind industry — which was one of the draft plan's
harshest critics — scattered parcels in the Tehachapi area have been added to a
development zone. But officials cautioned that future development in the windy
area will depend on decisions made by Kern County governing private land.

¢ An area north of Kramer Junction, for which officials had also put off a hard
decision, has been designated for energy development. The Searles Lake area,
on the border of San Bernardino and Inyo counties, has also been added to a
development zone.



The Providence Mountains in the Mojave Desert.

The Providence Mountains in the Mojave Desert. (Photo: Jay Calderon, Jay Calderon/The Buy Photo
Desert Sun)

In another change from the draft plan, officials clarified that 3.9 million acres being
added to the National Landscape Conservation System will receive permanent
protection. Environmental groups had worried that the protection would be fleeting.
Officials said the final plan also creates new incentives for energy companies to
build in the development areas, while simplifying a permitting process that
developers said would be confusing and burdensome.

“We took the comments we received very seriously. We went out and looked at stuff
on the ground, we pulled up maps, we checked data, we talked to people," Jim
Kenna, who until last month led the Bureau of Land Management's California
branch, said in an interview. "We did make changes based on what people said in
their comments, to try and get to the best possible plan."

DESERT SUN
Energy plan under fire from developers, green groups

The finalized plan could have a major impact on California's ability to meet the 50
percent clean energy mandate that Gov. Jerry Brown signed into law last month.
Previously, the state had been working toward a 33 percent target.

“We’re moving to meet higher renewable energy standards, and of course this is
what we anticipated with the (desert plan), that we were not going to be done at 33
percent," Karen Douglas, a member of the California Energy Commission, said in an
interview. "In order to meet our long-term climate goals, we really needed to take on
a planning effort that would look long-term."



A wash can be seen snaking its way through the Mojave

A wash can be seen snaking its way through the Mojave Desert landscape northeast of the = Buy Photo
Coachella Valley. (Photo: Jay Calderon/The Desert Sun)

The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan was a long time coming.

Former Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger first called for such a plan in November 2008,

citing the budding conflict between energy development and ecosystem protection in
the desert. But the process took several years longer than expected, thanks in large
part to the unprecedented size of the planning area: 22.5 million acres across seven
counties.

DESERT SUN
Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan released

Despite those challenges, Interior Sec. Sally Jewell called the plan a model for other
states to follow. In a conference call Tuesday, Jewell touted the plan's "landscape-
level blueprint" for the desert, which she said is preferable to planning clean energy
projects — and figuring out how to mitigate their environmental impacts — on a
project by project basis.

" think this will be the wave of the future of planning,” Jewell said. "We can plan a lot
smarter. Companies don’t end up getting involved in long, laborious processes only
to get their project turned down because it was in a sensitive area. And those who
pay attention to species diversity and outdoor recreation don’t feel like they have to
fight for everything."



Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell announces the

Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell announces the preliminary version of the Desert Buy Photo
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan at a wind farm in Palm Springs on Sept. 23,
2014. (Photo: Jay Calderon/The Desert Sun)

State and federal officials released a draft last year, in a high-profile event that
brought Jewell to the Palm Springs area. But the draft was met with a torrent of
criticism, including complaints from county governments, which said it conflicted with
their own priorities for several million acres of private land. County governments are
generally responsible for private land, meaning their opposition could have sunk the
overall plan.

So the plan's authors said in March they would split the plan in two, dealing with
federal land first and addressing private land later. That will give county
governments time to figure out which areas they want to designate for energy
development and conservation.
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California’s energy goals collide with the
desert tortoise

By Ted Nordhaus and Marian SwainNovember 24, 2015

Federal officials announced earlier this month that 400,000 acres of public land in California’s
Mojave Desert would be designated for possible renewable energy development as part of the
Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan. The plan represents a laudable effort to balance
California’s long-standing commitment to the preservation of its natural heritage with its more
recent commitments to address climate change. But it also reveals some hard truths about the
environmental trade-offs inherent in the state’s commitment embodied in SB350 to generate 50
percent of its electricity with renewable energy by 2030.

Seven years in the making, the plan considered wildlife habitat, hydrology, Native American
interests and a raft of further considerations to identify areas where renewable energy projects
might be profitably developed with the least impact on California’s fragile desert ecosystems.
However, development of large-scale renewable energy projects in California in recent years has
brought with it significant impacts on wildlife habitat. The enormous Ivanpah solar thermal power
plant in the Mojave, for example, cleared critical habitat for the endangered desert tortoise.

These impacts were not simply the result of poor siting decisions. Sunny deserts and windy ridge
lines that represent good places for wind and solar farms also tend to be environmentally
sensitive areas. A study from Berkeley researcher Rebecca Hernandez and colleagues found
that big solar development in California has consistently come at the expense of natural
ecosystems and previously undeveloped habitat. Another study found that when areas of high



conservation value are excluded, the efficiency of potential renewable energy development is
significantly reduced.

In response to the mounting evidence of significant environmental impacts associated with the
state’s still modest wind and solar developments, renewable energy advocates have argued that,
with better planning, many of those impacts could be significantly mitigated if not eliminated
altogether. But a careful look at the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan suggests this
is unlikely to be the case.

If the entire 400,000 acres designated as “Development Focus Areas” under the plan were
blanketed with highly efficient solar panels, it would likely be enough to get California to 50
percent renewable electricity. But nobody expects that anything close to the entire area will be
converted for clean energy projects. Some areas may prove, upon further investigation, to be
unsuitable to renewables development. Each individual project will still have to go through the
normal permitting processes. The new plan simply seeks to provide renewable developers with
guidance ahead of time so as to minimize environmental conflicts.

But already it is clear that the areas included in the Development Focus Areas still will have
significant conservation value. The plan, lleene Anderson, a scientist with the Center for
Biological Diversity told The Chronicle, “still contain[s] highly sensitive habitat and key movement
corridors for listed species that are already struggling for survival.”

Many desert conservation advocates would prefer that the state meet its renewable energy
targets through accelerated deployment of rooftop solar panels. But every serious look at what it
will take to meet the state’s renewable energy mandates has concluded that doing so will require
large-scale development in the California desert, a point on which government officials, the
state’s utilities, and California’s major environmental groups all agree.

All this points to difficult trade-offs associated with achieving California’s twin goals of 50 percent
renewable energy and 80 percent lower carbon emissions. The latter task is made all the more
difficult due to adamant environmental opposition to nuclear energy. Under pressure from
environmental groups, Southern California Edison closed the San Onofre Nuclear Power station
in 2012. Anti-nuclear groups are now pressing to shut down the state’s only remaining nuclear
power facility, Diablo Canyon, which quietly produces 20 percent of the state’s carbon-free
electricity on a 100-acre parcel near the central California town of San Luis Obispo. Meanwhile,
the state has maintained a moratorium on construction of new nuclear power plants until a
permanent depository for the state’s nuclear waste has been established.

Ultimately, something will have to give.

Either the state will have to accept destruction of fragile desert habitats on a large scale in order
to meet its climate commitments, it will have to scale back those commitments, or it will have to
reconsider the ban on new nuclear energy. When it comes to energy and the environment, there
is no free lunch. All energy technologies have environmental impacts. Having an honest
conversation about the tradeoffs associated with the state’s renewable energy commitments and
its nuclear energy moratorium will be necessary if we hope to meet the state’s climate
commitments while minimizing associated impacts on the natural environment.

Ted Nordhaus is the co-founder and Marian Swain is a conservation analyst at Breakthrough
Institute. To comment, submit your letter to the editor at www.sfgate.com/submissions.

On Fri, Nov 20, 2015 at 9:29 AM, Duran, Leah <leah duran@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Opinion: Desert Plan Balances Renewables




and Conservation

by Sally Miller, The Wilderness Society November 19, 2015 1:15 PM

Where | live, in a mountainous community on the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada, we were
harvesting red ripe tomatoes in late October. It was a subtle reminder that we live in a different
era than when | moved here thirty years ago. Climate change is moving closer to home for
many of us in California and beyond, manifesting in warmer, drier winters, drought-stressed
gardens and altered growing seasons.

California recently adopted a goal to get 50 percent of our electricity from renewable energy
sources by 2030. SB-350, the Clean Energy and Pollution Reduction Act of 2015, was signed
into law in October by Governor Brown at Griffith Park. This ambitious legislation puts
California at the forefront of the global effort to combat the impacts of climate change.

If we really want to reduce consumption of polluting energy sources like coal, oil and gas, we
need enough renewable energy to power our homes and California's economy and it must be
captured in many ways - on rooftops, through increased energy efficiency and conservation,
through emerging technologies that will improve how we generate and store energy and
through intelligently designed large-scale wind, solar and geothermal production. An "all of the
above" clean energy strategy is needed to accomplish California's trend-setting climate goals.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW
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That doesn't mean we should stand by and allow a chaotic rush of renewable energy projects
to set up shop on our most cherished public lands. Our nation has a long history of clashes
between conservation efforts and energy development projects on public lands. But there is
progress on that front. The U.S. Department of the Interior is moving from a project-by-project
approach, which has led to siting projects in locations rife with conflict, to smarter, wide-scale
planning that safeguards our most important lands and facilitates development in the most
appropriate places. Large-scale power plants should be steered toward already disturbed
lands, both public and private. They also need to capture power where it's generated, which
points to mountain passes for wind and deserts for solar.

In California, our desert regions contain some of the best solar resources in the world; but
solar energy production brings environmental impacts and must be sited cautiously to avoid
harming wildlife and wild lands. Public lands managed by the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) can help accommodate our need for clean energy. The BLM has just
released a plan, covering 10 million acres of the California desert, to do just that, balancing
energy development with the conservation of places important to wildlife and people alike.

The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP), a landmark collaborative effort
nine years in the making, was issued in near-final form on November 10. The DRECP



identifies not only public lands that could host large-scale renewable energy facilities, but it
also sets aside nearly 4 million acres of public lands for permanent conservation, because of
their natural, geological and cultural values. These treasured lands will become part of BLM's
National Landscape Conservation System, which will forever preserve the desert's wide open
spaces, starry night skies and opportunities for recreation -- from hiking and camping, to four-
wheel drive touring on back roads.

Places like the Amargosa River country, jewel of the Mojave Desert, and the extensive
Colorado desert that covers Chuckwalla Bench east of Palm Springs and is home to colorful
ocotillo and palo verde trees will be permanently protected -- along with the remote Silurian
Valley, a historical and scenic treasure that lies between Death Valley National Park and
Mojave National Preserve. These and other conservation lands will help ensure that desert
plants and animals survive, with pathways for migration and enough space to adapt to this era
of climate change.

While the BLM's plan is a great improvement over earlier drafts, it is not perfect and should be
improved before it is finalized in 2016. The DRECP currently leaves about 800,000 acres of
public lands in limbo -- not slated for development and not slated for conservation, either. This
includes scenic and undeveloped public lands like the Owens Valley. The BLM should decide
the fate of these lands so that nearby residents, local business owners, visitors, energy
companies and other stakeholders have clarity on how the desert's public lands will be
managed into the future.

The DRECP is only the first phase of planning for the future of the California desert. The
California Energy Commission, the BLM and desert counties are working on similar plans
covering private lands. When these "Phase II" plans are completed, the BLM and California
will be able to claim a "first" for one of the largest landscape-level plans in the United States --
one that can provide much-needed clean energy and preserve our desert legacy for
generations to come.

Commentaries are the opinions of their authors, and do not necessatrily reflect the views of
KCETLink.

On Thu, Nov 12, 2015 at 5:37 PM, Duran, Leah <leah duran@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Obama’s Solar Power Plan For The California Desert
Think Progress // NIDHI THAKAR // November 12, 2015
On Tuesday, the Obama administration released the first phase of a plan that will boost renewable
energy in the solar-rich California desert while protecting millions of acres of sensitive land from
development. The land management plan, known as the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation
Plan (DRECP), prescribes which federal and state lands in a 22.5-million-acre area of the California
desert will be available for renewable energy development and which will be set aside to preserve
the unique and valuable desert ecosystem. The first phase of the plan, outlined in a final
environmental impact statement released Tuesday by Interior Department’s Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), provides a 25-year blueprint for the management of 10 million acres of
federally-owned public lands from Death Valley to San Diego County, spanning seven counties.
Phase two of the plan, which covers non-federal lands, is still under review.

This Map Shows Where the Next Clean Energy Gold Mine Is

Mother Jones // Tim McDonnell // November 11, 2015

The desert in Southern California could be in for a climate-friendly makeover, after the Obama
administration released its plans to develop more renewable energy projects on federally owned




land. On Tuesday the Interior Department released the final version of a plan that would open up
about half a million non-contiguous acres—half the size of Rhode Island—for projects such as wind
and solar farms in the Mojave Desert and surrounding areas. It would also more than double the
amount of land dedicated to protecting delicate desert ecosystems that are home to vulnerable
species, including the desert tortoise. The Mojave Desert, which stretches across most of Southern
California, is a potential gold mine for clean energy. Earlier this year, the world's largest solar farm
opened there, near Joshua Tree National Park.

California opens up public land for renewable energy generation

PV Magazine // EDGAR MEZA // November 11, 2015

State and federal authorities have unveiled an ambitious plan that advances conservation goals in
California's desert regions. The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan would introduce a
streamlined permitting process, facilitating approval of applications for renewable energy projects.
California is set to open up vast tracts of public desert land for renewable energy projects. The U.S.
Department of the Interior and the California Natural Resources Agency joined forces to develop and
the ambitious Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP) plan, which would pave the
way for renewable energy development and conservation on some 10 million acres (4 million
hectares) of federal public lands in the California desert managed by the Interior Department’s
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in the California desert.

California Renewable Energy Conservation Plan finalised

PV-Tech // Conor Ryan // November 12, 2015

US Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell and California Secretary for Natural Resources John Laird
have announced the final environmental review for the first phase of the Desert Renewable Energy
Conservation Plan (DRECP). The DRECP — an extensive plan designed to spur renewable energy
development and conservation on over four million hectares of federal land in the California desert
— will feature an initial phase that will be led by the Bureau of Land Management. Jewell noted:
“Using a landscape-level perspective, unprecedented collaboration and extensive public
engagement, this phase of the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan will facilitate clean
energy development, creating new jobs while cutting carbon pollution.

Feds Release New Version of Desert Energy Plan

KCET // Chris Clarke // November 10, 2015

A massive plan to coordinate renewable energy development across 22 million acres of the
California Desert is back, or at least part of it is. Under the plan, permitting for solar, wind, and
geothermal development would be streamlined across an area of the California desert the size of
Los Angeles and Bakersfield combined. A much larger area of almost 5 million acres would be
protected more or less permanently for conservation under the plan. That news comes with the
release Tuesday of a major portion of the Desert Renewable Energy and Conservation Plan
(DRECP), which has been in the works since 2008. The portion released this week bears the
unwieldy name of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for Phase 1 of the DRECP.
Primarily drawn up by the Bureau of Land Management, the document proposes establishing
renewable energy Development Focus Areas (DFAs) on 388,000 acres of public land in the
California desert. That's around 606 square miles, approximately the size of Los Angeles and
Bakersfield combined.

Desert Energy Plan Could 'Dramatically Limit' California Wind Growth

North American Windpower // November 11, 2015

The U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) and California Natural Resources Agency have
announced the final environmental review of a land-use plan meant to expedite the permitting
process for renewable energy development and support conservation on 10 million acres of federal




public lands in the California desert. The release of the final environmental impact statement for
Phase | of the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP) comes after the agencies
revealed their draft plan in September 2014 and held a public-comment period. Having spoken out
about concerns for wind power development when the draft was released, the California wind
industry maintains its reservations.

Millions of acres of California desert are now closer to protection

SCPR // Jed Kim // November 10, 2015

Millions of acres of California desert would be permanently protected from development under a plan
released on Tuesday by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The proposed plan also
designates 388,000 acres of land as “development focus areas” for possible wind, solar and
geothermal projects. “This plan will bring increased certainty to developers and communities,
achieving a thoughtful balance between development and conservation,” said U.S. Secretary of the
Interior Sally Jewell. Jewell said the balanced approach taken in developing the plan would give
clearer guidelines for those seeking to develop projects within the desert.

On Tue, Nov 10, 2015 at 4:22 PM, Duran, Leah <leah duran@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

BLM advances federal portion of massive Calif. desert plan
Scott Streater, E&E reporter
Published: Tuesday, November 10, 2015

The Obama administration today advanced the federal portion of a major plan designed to guide
commercial-scale wind, solar and geothermal power development across millions of acres of Southern
California desert.

Interior Secretary Sally Jewell announced completion of a final environmental impact

statement (EIS) and three proposed land-use plan amendments covering about 10 million acres of
federal lands as part of the first phase of implementation of the Desert Renewable Energy
Conservation Plan (DRECP).

The overall DRECP unveiled in draft form last year called for establishing "development focus areas"
deemed suitable for commercial-scale renewables development, as well as areas to be protected or
managed for their recreational values, within a 22.5 million-acre planning area that includes federal,
state, county and private lands in the Mojave, Colorado and Sonoran deserts.

Today's final EIS and proposed land-use plan amendments cover only 10 million acres of federal lands
within the planning area. The Bureau of Land Management and California Energy Commission (CEC)
decided last spring that they were going to phase in major components of the DRECP, and today's
announcement does not address renewables development on 5.5 million acres of private and other
nonfederal lands within the massive planning area (Greenwire, March 10).

But Jewell today called completion of the final EIS "another major milestone in our ongoing efforts to
support renewable energy on public lands." And BLM Director Neil Kornze, California Secretary for
Natural Resources John Laird and others said in a conference call with reporters that the federal
portion of the plan provides a foundation that will allow state and county leaders to complete the plan
that envisions 20,000 megawatts of new renewable energy will be developed within the boundaries of
the planning area by 2040.

Jewell touted the federal portion of the DRECP as advancing President Obama's Climate Action Plan
for combating climate change unveiled in 2013. Among other things, the climate plan challenged
Interior to approve 20,000 MW of renewable energy projects on public lands by 2020.

She said the final EIS and land-use plan amendments were being released today as part of "the run-



up" to Obama's appearance at the upcoming international climate negotiations beginning this month in
Paris.

"Public lands administered by Interior's Bureau of Land Management play a key role, not only in
President Obama's Climate Action Plan to approve 20,000 MW of renewable energy on public land by
2020, but also in helping California meet its goal to achieve 50 percent of its energy from renewable
sources by 2030," Jewell said.

Laird noted during the conference call that the DRECP also dovetails with California's ongoing efforts
to meet state goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030.

"This effort and this announcement," he said of the federal portion of the DRECP, "helps California on
the path to meet those goals."

Mixed reviews

The final EIS evaluates the proposal to amend three BLM land-use plans for the California Desert
Conservation Area and the Bakersfield and Bishop resource management plans to establish the
development focus areas on 388,000 acres where BLM will encourage utility-scale solar, wind and
geothermal power projects. Proposed projects in these designated areas would undergo a streamlined
environmental review because the focus areas have already been surveyed and studied, and
mitigation requirements already established as part of the conservation plan.

The plan would also add a total of 3.6 million acres to the National Landscape Conservation System,
and 1.3 million acres to proposed or existing "areas of critical environmental concern" (ACECs) that
have been designated to protect the California condor, desert bighorn sheep and burrowing owl,
among others. An additional 18,000 acres would be managed for their wilderness characteristics and
not be available for renewables development, according to the final EIS.

The plan says it would also add 287,000 acres to the National Landscape Conservation System and
ACECs outside the DRECP planning areas.

Kornze said a record of decision formally approving the federal portion of the DRECP should be issued
by early next year.

The final EIS and proposed land-use plan amendments would also establish 3.7 million acres of
recreation management areas on BLM lands, both inside and outside the DRECP planning area. The
agency would not accept renewable project applications on lands inside either the conservation or
recreation designated areas, except for some geothermal activity in the recreation areas as long as
there is no surface occupancy.

The federal portion of the plan would also establish about 40,000 acres of so-called variance process
lands that are "potentially available for renewable energy development," but that would require more
review and "would not receive the [streamlined review] incentives that apply" to projects in the
development focus areas, according to the final EIS.

The plan outlined in the final EIS drew cautious support today from conservation groups that have
followed the issue closely.

"The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan provides a solid blueprint for carefully balancing
public land conservation with renewable energy development in the California desert," said Ken Rait,
director of the U.S. public lands program at the Pew Charitable Trusts. "Pew applauds the Bureau of
Land Management for making permanent the protections for the areas it is now designating as
National Conservation Lands, thus adding them to the agency's premier network of safeguarded areas
across the country."



Kim Delfino, California program director for Defenders of Wildlife, echoed Rait's comments.

"There is much to celebrate as the DRECP plan reflects the Obama administration's commitment to
finding lower conflict sites for renewable energy development while protecting our wildlife legacy,"
Delfino said.

But Delfino also cautioned that the final plan opens up areas, particularly in the West Mojave Desert
region, that could imperil desert tortoise and the Mohave ground squirrel.

"We urge the BLM to improve protections for desert wildlife in the Fremont Valley, Rose Valley, North
of Kramer area and the Pisgah Valley in its final plan," she said.

Similar concerns were expressed last year when the draft plan drew 16,000 public comments, some of
which were sharply critical of aspects of the plan.

Kornze said the final plan was "shaped" by those public comments. Indeed, the final plan addresses
some of these concerns, including removing from development a section in the Silurian Valley that
some complained included sensitive wildlife habitat that should not be open for development.

David Lamfrom, director of the California Desert and Wildlife Program for the National Parks
Conservation Association, applauded the "common-sense decision to protect the remarkable Silurian
Valley in the final DRECP."

But Lamfrom also noted that the final plan does not appear to address two proposed renewable
energy projects that he said could undermine the entire DRECP process.

The projects of concern are the 358-MW Soda Mountain Solar Project in San Bernardino County,
which is proposed to sit less than a mile from the Mojave National Preserve, and Eagle Crest Energy
Co.'s Eagle Mountain pumped storage hydroelectric project on 2,700 acres in Riverside County near
Joshua Tree National Park.

"In the end, the final plan advances renewable energy and some important protections for desert
ecosystems but does not remove real and immediate threats to desert national parks that could
forever change the lands the plan seeks to steward," he said.

Incomplete plan

Another concern is that the final EIS and proposed land-use plan amendments represent just one part
of the three-part plan unveiled last year that is supposed to guide commercial-scale solar, wind and
geothermal power development across the entire 22.5 million-acre planning area.

And even though the vast majority of the planning area -- 17 million acres total -- is on federal lands,
there are millions of acres of highly developable state, county and private lands in the planning area
not covered by the final EIS and proposed land-use plan amendments.

BLM and the CEC made the decision last spring to delay the nonfederal portion of the plan because
many of the public comments on the draft plan raised substantive concerns about how it will affect
local county authority over projects on private lands.

The seven counties in the DRECP planning area -- Imperial, Inyo, Kern, Los Angeles, Riverside, San
Bernardino and San Diego counties -- have jurisdiction over renewables permitting on private lands,
and they are currently working on their own renewable energy and conservation plans.

At least five counties complained that the DRECP does not conform to their previously established or
developing renewable energy plans. The counties asked BLM and the state for more time to ensure
that the local plans they are working to finalize align with DRECP objectives, and that process remains



ongoing.

Karen Douglas, a commissioner with the CEC, said in an interview that the county portion of DRECP
covering private and other nonfederal lands likely will be phased in "over the coming years."

But Douglas said having the BLM plan in place "will provide certainty for assisting developers with
where they can go" in the meantime and "provides a really needed foundation for local government
and stakeholders and the public as we continue to move forward and address the issues of renewable
energy development on private lands."

In the meantime, some counties have moved quickly to finish their renewable energy plans.

Inyo and Imperial counties have finished their renewable energy plans, and "large parts of the planning
area are already relatively clear" on the issue of where renewable energy should go, said Jim Kenna,
who until retiring last month was the BLM California state director who helped develop the plan over
the past five years.

Kenna has stayed on at BLM to serve in an advisory role until the DRECP is completed, he said.

But Kern and San Bernardino counties, which includes nearly 12 million acres within the DRECP
planning areas, "are not far along" in their planning yet, he said.

Rait said the "county-by-county decisions on what nonfederal lands will be made available for such
development are a critical component in striking the right balance in the desert" and will be key in
judging the ultimate merits of the plan.

Meanwhile, Douglas said, "We fully expect development to move forward on public and private land.
The phasing-in of the DRECP does not stop development on private lands."

More unfinished business
There are other sections of the overall DRECP that also remain unfinished.

Federal and state regulators last spring agreed to delay completing an overarching conservation
strategy covering the entire 22.5 million-acre planning area that is designed to protect and enhance 37
sensitive species and their habitat, including the Mojave fringe-toed lizard, California condor, desert
bighorn sheep and burrowing owl.

In addition, the Fish and Wildlife Service has also slowed development of a "General Conservation
Plan" that would allow the service to streamline the permitting process for renewable energy projects
on nonfederal lands in the planning area, including incidental take permits involving endangered or
threatened species for renewable energy or transmission projects as long as the project backers agree
to the conditions outlined in the DRECP.

In both cases, FWS and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife said they want to work with
counties to address concerns about how these plans would affect renewables development on private
lands within their jurisdictions.

Douglas said the CEC and BLM by the end of the year are working to publish a list of the conservation
goals covering the entire 22.5 million-acre planning area that were outlined in the draft document last
year, showing what's been achieved on the conservation side by adopting the BLM portion of the plan,
and what still needs to be done.

"We are continuing to work to establish a framework to ensure that the planwide conservation vision
across the public and private lands designated in the draft DRECP continues to move forward," she
said.



On Tue, Nov 10, 2015 at 3:08 PM, Duran, Leah <leah duran@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
After 7 years, desert renewable energy plan finalized

Sammy Roth, The Desert Sun 11:45 a.m. PST November 10, 2015

State and federal officials released a sweeping plan for the future of California's deserts
Tuesday, designating areas for renewable energy development, conservation and
recreation across 10 million acres overseen by the Bureau of Land Management.

The plan will encourage energy companies to build solar, wind and geothermal power
plants on 388,000 acres of federally managed land, although only a portion of that land is
likely to be developed. The plan also sets aside 5.3 million acres for conservation and
3.8 million acres for recreation, virtually all of which would be closed to energy
development.

The Current: Sign up for email updates on all things water and energy

Officials said the plan features major changes from a draft released last year, which
spurred 12,000 public comments and came under fire from energy companies,
conservation groups and county governments. The changes include new designations for
several contested areas:

e The Silurian Valley, between Death Valley National Park and the Mojave National
Preserve, has been designated for conservation. Officials had previously delayed giving
the area a firm designation, although the Bureau of Land Management rejected a solar
proposal there last year.

o Parts of the Cadiz Valley and the Eagle Mountain area, which in the draft were
not given designations, have been marked for conservation. It's unclear how the Eagle
Mountain designation will impact a proposed hydroelectric power plant, which would be
built largely on private land. The federal lands are home to a concentration of golden
eagles.

e The Palen Dunes, which provide sandy habitat for the Mojave fringe-toed lizard, have
been removed from a development area in eastern Riverside County. Other parts of the
development area have also been removed and designated for conservation, to protect
Native American cultural resources.

¢ In a small victory for the wind industry — which was one of the draft plan's harshest
critics — scattered parcels in the Tehachapi area have been added to a development
zone. But officials cautioned that future development in the windy area will depend on
decisions made by Kern County governing private land.

e An area north of Kramer Junction, for which officials had also put off a hard decision,
has been designated for energy development. The Searles Lake area, on the border of
San Bernardino and Inyo counties, has also been added to a development zone.



The Providence Mountains in the Mojave Desert.

The Providence Mountains in the Mojave Desert. (Photo: Jay Calderon, Jay Calderon/The Desert Sun) Buy Photo
In another change from the draft plan, officials clarified that 3.9 million
acres being added to the National Landscape Conservation System will receive
permanent protection. Environmental groups had worried that the protection would be
fleeting. Officials said the final plan also creates new incentives for energy companies to
build in the development areas, while simplifying a permitting process that developers said
would be confusing and burdensome.

“We took the comments we received very seriously. We went out and looked at stuff on
the ground, we pulled up maps, we checked data, we talked to people," Jim Kenna, who
until last month led the Bureau of Land Management's California branch, said in an
interview. "We did make changes based on what people said in their comments, to try and
get to the best possible plan.”

DESERT SUN
Energy plan under fire from developers, green groups

The finalized plan could have a major impact on California's ability to meet the 50 percent
clean energy mandate that Gov. Jerry Brown signed into law last month. Previously, the
state had been working toward a 33 percent target.

“We’re moving to meet higher renewable energy standards, and of course this is what we
anticipated with the (desert plan), that we were not going to be done at 33 percent," Karen
Douglas, a member of the California Energy Commission, said in an interview. "In order to
meet our long-term climate goals, we really needed to take on a planning effort that would
look long-term."
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A wash can be seen snaking its way through the Mojave Desert landscape northeast of the Buy Photo
Coachella Valley. (Photo: Jay Calderon/The Desert Sun)

The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan was a long time coming.

Former Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger first called for such a plan in November 2008, citing
the budding conflict between energy development and ecosystem protection in the desert.
But the process took several years longer than expected, thanks in large part to the
unprecedented size of the planning area: 22.5 million acres across seven counties.

DESERT SUN
Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan released

Despite those challenges, Interior Sec. Sally Jewell called the plan a model for other
states to follow. In a conference call Tuesday, Jewell touted the plan's "landscape-level
blueprint" for the desert, which she said is preferable to planning clean energy projects —
and figuring out how to mitigate their environmental impacts — on a project by project
basis.

"I think this will be the wave of the future of planning,” Jewell said. "We can plan a lot

smarter. Companies don’t end up getting involved in long, laborious processes only to get
their project turned down because it was in a sensitive area. And those who pay attention
to species diversity and outdoor recreation don’t feel like they have to fight for everything."
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Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell announces the preliminary version of the Desert Renewable Buy Photo
Energy Conservation Plan at a wind farm in Palm Springs on Sept. 23, 2014. (Photo: Jay
Calderon/The Desert Sun)

State and federal officials released a draft last year, in a high-profile event that

brought Jewell to the Palm Springs area. But the draft was met with a torrent of criticism,
including complaints from county governments, which said it conflicted with their own
priorities for several million acres of private land. County governments are generally
responsible for private land, meaning their opposition could have sunk the overall plan.

So the plan's authors said in March they would split the plan in two, dealing with federal
land first and addressing private land later. That will give county governments time to
figure out which areas they want to designate for energy development and conservation.

DESERT SUN
County governments criticize renewable energy plan

Jewell predicted the next landscape-level planning effort, whether in California or
elsewhere, "will be a lot smoother."

"There have to be pioneers," she said. "It's a lot easier to learn from an experience that
has been done."



The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan would

The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan would promote solar, wind and geothermal Buy Photo
development across the desert. (Photo: Jay Calderon/The Desert Sun)

In the meantime, it's still not clear that the California desert plan will work as intended.

Renewable energy groups have argued that splitting the plan in half was a dangerous
decision, because it won't be clear until the counties make their decisions how much land
is available for development. Conservation groups, meanwhile, are worried the

counties' conservation designations won't link up with the same on federal land, which is
important because at-risk species roam freely between private and public lands.

DESERT SUN
Desert clean energy plan still not inspiring confidence

The plan's authors, though, are confident that county-level decisions will eventually be
incorporated into the overall plan, in a way that provides enough space for energy
development while protecting at-risk species.

"The counties have stepped up and made the effort to work with us as we brought this to
a final, proposed plan," said Kenna, who retired last month but has stayed at the Bureau
of Land Management as a special advisor on the desert energy plan. "Over the next
couple of years, you'll see the desert-wide map continue to improve."
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Jim Kenna and Karen Douglas discuss the finalized Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Buy Photo
Plan. (Photo: Lucas Esposito/The Desert Sun)

Two state and two federal agencies worked on the plan: the California Energy
Commission, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, the federal Bureau of Land
Management and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services. They released a revised
environmental impact analysis Tuesday, and they expect to publish a "record of decision"
finalizing the plan early next year.

Check back for updates.

Sammy Roth writes about energy and water for The Desert Sun. He can be reached at
sammy.roth@desertsun.com, (760) 778-4622 and @ Sammy_Roth.

On Mon, Nov 9, 2015 at 3:03 PM, Duran, Leah <leah duran@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Final desert renewable energy
plan coming Tuesday

Sammy Roth, The Desert Sun  71:42 a.m. PST November 9, 2015



The long-awaited day has finally arrived.

State and federal officials plan to release part one of the Desert Renewable Energy
Conservation Plan on Tuesday, nearly seven years to the day after then-Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger called for such a plan. The document will designate clean energy
development zones and conservation areas across 10 million acres of California
desert, on land overseen by the federal Bureau of Land Management.

A draft document released last year covered 22.5 million acres of land, but a torrent
of criticism from renewable energy developers, conservation groups and county
governments forced the plan's authors to reevaluate. They said earlier this year they
would split the plan in two, dealing with federal land first and addressing private land
later, after county governments have time to complete their own planning processes.

DESERT SUN
Desert clean energy plan still not inspiring confidence

The finalized plan could have a major impact for California's ability to meet its
ambitious climate targets, especially now that Gov. Jerry Brown has signed a 50
percent clean energy mandate into law. Energy companies said the draft plan might
have made it harder, not easier, to build solar, wind and geothermal plants in the
desert.

Conservation groups largely support the plan, but they've argued that certain areas
that were marked as development zones in the draft should be protected instead. The
plan will set the tone for the future of conservation in California's deserts, with
potentially wide-ranging implications for at-risk species like desert tortoises, bighorn
sheep and golden eagles.

Interior Sec. Sally Jewell, who came to the desert last year to announce the draft
plan's release, will speak to reporters on a press call at 10 a.m. Tuesday. John Laird,
California Secretary for Natural Resources, will also be on the call, as will Bureau of
Land Management Director Neil Kornze and California Energy Commission Karen
Douglas.

Follow along on Twitter @Sammy_Roth for live updates on Tuesday.

Sammy Roth writes about energy and water for The Desert Sun. He can be reached

at sammy.roth@desertsun.com and (760) 778-4622.
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Opinion: Desert Plan Balances Renewables and
Conservation

by Sally Miller, The Wilderness Society November 19, 2015 1:15 PM

Subject:

Where | live, in a mountainous community on the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada, we were
harvesting red ripe tomatoes in late October. It was a subtle reminder that we live in a different
era than when | moved here thirty years ago. Climate change is moving closer to home for many
of us in California and beyond, manifesting in warmer, drier winters, drought-stressed gardens
and altered growing seasons.

California recently adopted a goal to get 50 percent of our electricity from renewable energy
sources by 2030. SB-350, the Clean Energy and Pollution Reduction Act of 2015, was signed
into law in October by Governor Brown at Griffith Park. This ambitious legislation puts California
at the forefront of the global effort to combat the impacts of climate change.

If we really want to reduce consumption of polluting energy sources like coal, oil and gas, we
need enough renewable energy to power our homes and California's economy and it must be
captured in many ways - on rooftops, through increased energy efficiency and conservation,
through emerging technologies that will improve how we generate and store energy and through
intelligently designed large-scale wind, solar and geothermal production. An "all of the above"
clean energy strategy is needed to accomplish California's trend-setting climate goals.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW
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That doesn't mean we should stand by and allow a chaotic rush of renewable energy projects to
set up shop on our most cherished public lands. Our nation has a long history of clashes
between conservation efforts and energy development projects on public lands. But there is
progress on that front. The U.S. Department of the Interior is moving from a project-by-project
approach, which has led to siting projects in locations rife with conflict, to smarter, wide-scale
planning that safeguards our most important lands and facilitates development in the most
appropriate places. Large-scale power plants should be steered toward already disturbed lands,
both public and private. They also need to capture power where it's generated, which points to
mountain passes for wind and deserts for solar.

In California, our desert regions contain some of the best solar resources in the world; but solar
energy production brings environmental impacts and must be sited cautiously to avoid harming
wildlife and wild lands. Public lands managed by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
can help accommodate our need for clean energy. The BLM has just released a plan, covering
10 million acres of the California desert, to do just that, balancing energy development with the
conservation of places important to wildlife and people alike.

The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP), a landmark collaborative effort nine
years in the making, was issued in near-final form on November 10. The DRECP identifies not
only public lands that could host large-scale renewable energy facilities, but it also sets aside
nearly 4 million acres of public lands for permanent conservation, because of their natural,
geological and cultural values. These treasured lands will become part of BLM's National
Landscape Conservation System, which will forever preserve the desert's wide open spaces,
starry night skies and opportunities for recreation -- from hiking and camping, to four-wheel drive
touring on back roads.

Places like the Amargosa River country, jewel of the Mojave Desert, and the extensive Colorado
desert that covers Chuckwalla Bench east of Palm Springs and is home to colorful ocotillo and
palo verde trees will be permanently protected -- along with the remote Silurian Valley, a
historical and scenic treasure that lies between Death Valley National Park and Mojave National
Preserve. These and other conservation lands will help ensure that desert plants and animals
survive, with pathways for migration and enough space to adapt to this era of climate change.

While the BLM's plan is a great improvement over earlier drafts, it is not perfect and should be
improved before it is finalized in 2016. The DRECP currently leaves about 800,000 acres of
public lands in limbo -- not slated for development and not slated for conservation, either. This
includes scenic and undeveloped public lands like the Owens Valley. The BLM should decide the
fate of these lands so that nearby residents, local business owners, visitors, energy companies
and other stakeholders have clarity on how the desert's public lands will be managed into the
future.

The DRECP is only the first phase of planning for the future of the California desert. The
California Energy Commission, the BLM and desert counties are working on similar plans



covering private lands. When these "Phase II" plans are completed, the BLM and California will
be able to claim a "first" for one of the largest landscape-level plans in the United States -- one
that can provide much-needed clean energy and preserve our desert legacy for generations to
come.

Commentaries are the opinions of their authors, and do not necessatrily reflect the views of
KCETLInk.

On Thu, Nov 12, 2015 at 5:37 PM, Duran, Leah <leah duran@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Obama’s Solar Power Plan For The California Desert
Think Progress // NIDHI THAKAR // November 12, 2015
On Tuesday, the Obama administration released the first phase of a plan that will boost renewable
energy in the solar-rich California desert while protecting millions of acres of sensitive land from
development. The land management plan, known as the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan
(DRECP), prescribes which federal and state lands in a 22.5-million-acre area of the California desert
will be available for renewable energy development and which will be set aside to preserve the unique
and valuable desert ecosystem. The first phase of the plan, outlined in a final environmental impact
statement released Tuesday by Interior Department’s Bureau of Land Management (BLM), provides a
25-year blueprint for the management of 10 million acres of federally-owned public lands from Death
Valley to San Diego County, spanning seven counties. Phase two of the plan, which covers non-federal
lands, is still under review.

This Map Shows Where the Next Clean Energy Gold Mine Is
Mother Jones // Tim McDonnell / November 11, 2015

The desert in Southern California could be in for a climate-friendly makeover, after the Obama
administration released its plans to develop more renewable energy projects on federally owned land.
On Tuesday the Interior Department released the final version of a plan that would open up about half
a million non-contiguous acres—half the size of Rhode Island—for projects such as wind and solar
farms in the Mojave Desert and surrounding areas. It would also more than double the amount of land
dedicated to protecting delicate desert ecosystems that are home to vulnerable species, including the
desert tortoise. The Mojave Desert, which stretches across most of Southern California, is a potential
gold mine for clean energy. Earlier this year, the world's largest solar farm opened there, near Joshua
Tree National Park.

California opens up public land for renewable energy generation
PV Magazine // EDGAR MEZA // November 11, 2015

State and federal authorities have unveiled an ambitious plan that advances conservation goals in
California's desert regions. The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan would introduce a
streamlined permitting process, facilitating approval of applications for renewable energy projects.
California is set to open up vast tracts of public desert land for renewable energy projects. The U.S.
Department of the Interior and the California Natural Resources Agency joined forces to develop and
the ambitious Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP) plan, which would pave the way
for renewable energy development and conservation on some 10 million acres (4 million hectares) of
federal public lands in the California desert managed by the Interior Department’s Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) in the California desert.

California Renewable Energy Conservation Plan finalised

PV-Tech // Conor Ryan // November 12, 2015

US Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell and California Secretary for Natural Resources John Laird

have announced the final environmental review for the first phase of the Desert Renewable Energy

Conservation Plan (DRECP). The DRECP — an extensive plan designed to spur renewable energy



development and conservation on over four million hectares of federal land in the California desert —
will feature an initial phase that will be led by the Bureau of Land Management. Jewell noted: “Using a
landscape-level perspective, unprecedented collaboration and extensive public engagement, this
phase of the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan will facilitate clean energy development,
creating new jobs while cutting carbon pollution.

Feds Release New Version of Desert Energy Plan

KCET // Chris Clarke // November 10, 2015

A massive plan to coordinate renewable energy development across 22 million acres of the California
Desert is back, or at least part of it is. Under the plan, permitting for solar, wind, and geothermal
development would be streamlined across an area of the California desert the size of Los Angeles and
Bakersfield combined. A much larger area of almost 5 million acres would be protected more or less
permanently for conservation under the plan. That news comes with the release Tuesday of a major
portion of the Desert Renewable Energy and Conservation Plan (DRECP), which has been in the
works since 2008. The portion released this week bears the unwieldy name of the Final Environmental
Impact Statement (FEIS) for Phase 1 of the DRECP. Primarily drawn up by the Bureau of Land
Management, the document proposes establishing renewable energy Development Focus Areas
(DFAs) on 388,000 acres of public land in the California desert. That's around 606 square miles,
approximately the size of Los Angeles and Bakersfield combined.

Desert Energy Plan Could 'Dramatically Limit' California Wind Growth
North American Windpower // November 11, 2015

The U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) and California Natural Resources Agency have announced
the final environmental review of a land-use plan meant to expedite the permitting process for
renewable energy development and support conservation on 10 million acres of federal public lands in
the California desert. The release of the final environmental impact statement for Phase | of the Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP) comes after the agencies revealed their draft plan in
September 2014 and held a public-comment period. Having spoken out about concerns for wind power
development when the draft was released, the California wind industry maintains its reservations.

Millions of acres of California desert are now closer to protection

SCPR /I Jed Kim // November 10, 2015

Millions of acres of California desert would be permanently protected from development under a plan
released on Tuesday by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The proposed plan also designates
388,000 acres of land as “development focus areas” for possible wind, solar and geothermal projects.
“This plan will bring increased certainty to developers and communities, achieving a thoughtful balance
between development and conservation,” said U.S. Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell. Jewell said
the balanced approach taken in developing the plan would give clearer guidelines for those seeking to
develop projects within the desert.

On Tue, Nov 10, 2015 at 4:22 PM, Duran, Leah <leah duran@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

BLM advances federal portion of massive Calif. desert plan
Scott Streater, E&E reporter
Published: Tuesday, November 10, 2015

The Obama administration today advanced the federal portion of a major plan designed to guide
commercial-scale wind, solar and geothermal power development across millions of acres of Southern
California desert.

Interior Secretary Sally Jewell announced completion of a final environmental impact statement (EIS)
and three proposed land-use plan amendments covering about 10 million acres of federal lands as part of




the first phase of implementation of the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP).

The overall DRECP unveiled in draft form last year called for establishing "development focus areas"
deemed suitable for commercial-scale renewables development, as well as areas to be protected or
managed for their recreational values, within a 22.5 million-acre planning area that includes federal, state,
county and private lands in the Mojave, Colorado and Sonoran deserts.

Today's final EIS and proposed land-use plan amendments cover only 10 million acres of federal lands
within the planning area. The Bureau of Land Management and California Energy Commission (CEC)
decided last spring that they were going to phase in major components of the DRECP, and today's
announcement does not address renewables development on 5.5 million acres of private and other
nonfederal lands within the massive planning area (Greenwire, March 10).

But Jewell today called completion of the final EIS "another major milestone in our ongoing efforts to
support renewable energy on public lands." And BLM Director Neil Kornze, California Secretary for
Natural Resources John Laird and others said in a conference call with reporters that the federal portion
of the plan provides a foundation that will allow state and county leaders to complete the plan that
envisions 20,000 megawatts of new renewable energy will be developed within the boundaries of the
planning area by 2040.

Jewell touted the federal portion of the DRECP as advancing President Obama's Climate Action Plan for
combating climate change unveiled in 2013. Among other things, the climate plan challenged Interior to
approve 20,000 MW of renewable energy projects on public lands by 2020.

She said the final EIS and land-use plan amendments were being released today as part of "the run-up"
to Obama's appearance at the upcoming international climate negotiations beginning this month in Paris.

"Public lands administered by Interior's Bureau of Land Management play a key role, not only in
President Obama's Climate Action Plan to approve 20,000 MW of renewable energy on public land by
2020, but also in helping California meet its goal to achieve 50 percent of its energy from renewable
sources by 2030," Jewell said.

Laird noted during the conference call that the DRECP also dovetails with California's ongoing efforts to
meet state goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030.

"This effort and this announcement," he said of the federal portion of the DRECP, "helps California on the
path to meet those goals."

Mixed reviews

The final EIS evaluates the proposal to amend three BLM land-use plans for the California Desert
Conservation Area and the Bakersfield and Bishop resource management plans to establish the
development focus areas on 388,000 acres where BLM will encourage utility-scale solar, wind and
geothermal power projects. Proposed projects in these designated areas would undergo a streamlined
environmental review because the focus areas have already been surveyed and studied, and mitigation
requirements already established as part of the conservation plan.

The plan would also add a total of 3.6 million acres to the National Landscape Conservation System, and
1.3 million acres to proposed or existing "areas of critical environmental concern" (ACECs) that have
been designated to protect the California condor, desert bighorn sheep and burrowing owl, among others.
An additional 18,000 acres would be managed for their wilderness characteristics and not be available for
renewables development, according to the final EIS.

The plan says it would also add 287,000 acres to the National Landscape Conservation System and
ACECs outside the DRECP planning areas.



Kornze said a record of decision formally approving the federal portion of the DRECP should be issued
by early next year.

The final EIS and proposed land-use plan amendments would also establish 3.7 million acres of
recreation management areas on BLM lands, both inside and outside the DRECP planning area. The
agency would not accept renewable project applications on lands inside either the conservation or
recreation designated areas, except for some geothermal activity in the recreation areas as long as there
is no surface occupancy.

The federal portion of the plan would also establish about 40,000 acres of so-called variance process
lands that are "potentially available for renewable energy development,” but that would require more
review and "would not receive the [streamlined review] incentives that apply" to projects in the
development focus areas, according to the final EIS.

The plan outlined in the final EIS drew cautious support today from conservation groups that have
followed the issue closely.

"The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan provides a solid blueprint for carefully balancing
public land conservation with renewable energy development in the California desert," said Ken Rait,
director of the U.S. public lands program at the Pew Charitable Trusts. "Pew applauds the Bureau of
Land Management for making permanent the protections for the areas it is now designating as National
Conservation Lands, thus adding them to the agency's premier network of safeguarded areas across the
country."

Kim Delfino, California program director for Defenders of Wildlife, echoed Rait's comments.

"There is much to celebrate as the DRECP plan reflects the Obama administration's commitment to
finding lower conflict sites for renewable energy development while protecting our wildlife legacy," Delfino
said.

But Delfino also cautioned that the final plan opens up areas, particularly in the West Mojave Desert
region, that could imperil desert tortoise and the Mohave ground squirrel.

"We urge the BLM to improve protections for desert wildlife in the Fremont Valley, Rose Valley, North of
Kramer area and the Pisgah Valley in its final plan," she said.

Similar concerns were expressed last year when the draft plan drew 16,000 public comments, some of
which were sharply critical of aspects of the plan.

Kornze said the final plan was "shaped" by those public comments. Indeed, the final plan addresses
some of these concerns, including removing from development a section in the Silurian Valley that some
complained included sensitive wildlife habitat that should not be open for development.

David Lamfrom, director of the California Desert and Wildlife Program for the National Parks
Conservation Association, applauded the "common-sense decision to protect the remarkable Silurian
Valley in the final DRECP."

But Lamfrom also noted that the final plan does not appear to address two proposed renewable energy
projects that he said could undermine the entire DRECP process.

The projects of concern are the 358-MW Soda Mountain Solar Project in San Bernardino County, which
is proposed to sit less than a mile from the Mojave National Preserve, and Eagle Crest Energy Co.'s
Eagle Mountain pumped storage hydroelectric project on 2,700 acres in Riverside County near Joshua
Tree National Park.



"In the end, the final plan advances renewable energy and some important protections for desert
ecosystems but does not remove real and immediate threats to desert national parks that could forever
change the lands the plan seeks to steward," he said.

Incomplete plan

Another concern is that the final EIS and proposed land-use plan amendments represent just one part of
the three-part plan unveiled last year that is supposed to guide commercial-scale solar, wind and
geothermal power development across the entire 22.5 million-acre planning area.

And even though the vast majority of the planning area -- 17 million acres total -- is on federal lands,
there are millions of acres of highly developable state, county and private lands in the planning area not
covered by the final EIS and proposed land-use plan amendments.

BLM and the CEC made the decision last spring to delay the nonfederal portion of the plan because
many of the public comments on the draft plan raised substantive concerns about how it will affect local
county authority over projects on private lands.

The seven counties in the DRECP planning area -- Imperial, Inyo, Kern, Los Angeles, Riverside, San
Bernardino and San Diego counties -- have jurisdiction over renewables permitting on private lands, and
they are currently working on their own renewable energy and conservation plans.

At least five counties complained that the DRECP does not conform to their previously established or
developing renewable energy plans. The counties asked BLM and the state for more time to ensure that
the local plans they are working to finalize align with DRECP objectives, and that process remains
ongoing.

Karen Douglas, a commissioner with the CEC, said in an interview that the county portion of DRECP
covering private and other nonfederal lands likely will be phased in "over the coming years."

But Douglas said having the BLM plan in place "will provide certainty for assisting developers with where
they can go" in the meantime and "provides a really needed foundation for local government and
stakeholders and the public as we continue to move forward and address the issues of renewable energy
development on private lands."

In the meantime, some counties have moved quickly to finish their renewable energy plans.

Inyo and Imperial counties have finished their renewable energy plans, and "large parts of the planning
area are already relatively clear" on the issue of where renewable energy should go, said Jim Kenna,
who until retiring last month was the BLM California state director who helped develop the plan over the
past five years.

Kenna has stayed on at BLM to serve in an advisory role until the DRECP is completed, he said.

But Kern and San Bernardino counties, which includes nearly 12 million acres within the DRECP
planning areas, "are not far along" in their planning yet, he said.

Rait said the "county-by-county decisions on what nonfederal lands will be made available for such
development are a critical component in striking the right balance in the desert" and will be key in judging
the ultimate merits of the plan.

Meanwhile, Douglas said, "We fully expect development to move forward on public and private land. The
phasing-in of the DRECP does not stop development on private lands."

More unfinished business



There are other sections of the overall DRECP that also remain unfinished.

Federal and state regulators last spring agreed to delay completing an overarching conservation strategy
covering the entire 22.5 million-acre planning area that is designed to protect and enhance 37 sensitive
species and their habitat, including the Mojave fringe-toed lizard, California condor, desert bighorn sheep
and burrowing owil.

In addition, the Fish and Wildlife Service has also slowed development of a "General Conservation Plan"
that would allow the service to streamline the permitting process for renewable energy projects on
nonfederal lands in the planning area, including incidental take permits involving endangered or
threatened species for renewable energy or transmission projects as long as the project backers agree to
the conditions outlined in the DRECP.

In both cases, FWS and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife said they want to work with
counties to address concerns about how these plans would affect renewables development on private
lands within their jurisdictions.

Douglas said the CEC and BLM by the end of the year are working to publish a list of the conservation
goals covering the entire 22.5 million-acre planning area that were outlined in the draft document last
year, showing what's been achieved on the conservation side by adopting the BLM portion of the plan,
and what still needs to be done.

"We are continuing to work to establish a framework to ensure that the planwide conservation vision
across the public and private lands designated in the draft DRECP continues to move forward," she said.

On Tue, Nov 10, 2015 at 3:08 PM, Duran, Leah <leah duran@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
After 7 years, desert renewable energy plan finalized

Sammy Roth, The Desert Sun 11:45 a.m. PST November 10, 2015

State and federal officials released a sweeping plan for the future of California's deserts
Tuesday, designating areas for renewable energy development, conservation and recreation
across 10 million acres overseen by the Bureau of Land Management.

The plan will encourage energy companies to build solar, wind and geothermal power plants
on 388,000 acres of federally managed land, although only a portion of that land is likely to
be developed. The plan also sets aside 5.3 million acres for conservation and 3.8 million
acres for recreation, virtually all of which would be closed to energy development.

The Current: Sign up for email updates on all things water and energy

Officials said the plan features major changes from a draft released last year, which

spurred 12,000 public comments and came under fire from energy companies, conservation
groups and county governments. The changes include new designations for several
contested areas:

e The Silurian Valley, between Death Valley National Park and the Mojave National
Preserve, has been designated for conservation. Officials had previously delayed giving
the area a firm designation, although the Bureau of Land Management rejected a solar
proposal there last year.

e Parts of the Cadiz Valley and the Eagle Mountain area, which in the draft were not given
designations, have been marked for conservation. It's unclear how the Eagle Mountain



designation will impact a proposed hydroelectric power plant, which would be built largely
on private land. The federal lands are home to a concentration of golden eagles.

e The Palen Dunes, which provide sandy habitat for the Mojave fringe-toed lizard, have
been removed from a development area in eastern Riverside County. Other parts of the
development area have also been removed and designated for conservation, to protect
Native American cultural resources.

e |n a small victory for the wind industry — which was one of the draft plan's harshest
critics — scattered parcels in the Tehachapi area have been added to a development
zone. But officials cautioned that future development in the windy area will depend on
decisions made by Kern County governing private land.

e An area north of Kramer Junction, for which officials had also put off a hard decision, has
been designated for energy development. The Searles Lake area, on the border of San
Bernardino and Inyo counties, has also been added to a development zone.

The Providence Mountains in the Mojave Desert.

The Providence Mountains in the Mojave Desert. (Photo: Jay Calderon, Jay Calderon/The Desert Sun) Buy Photo
In another change from the draft plan, officials clarified that 3.9 million

acres being added to the National Landscape Conservation System will receive permanent
protection. Environmental groups had worried that the protection would be fleeting. Officials
said the final plan also creates new incentives for energy companies to build in the
development areas, while simplifying a permitting process that developers said would be
confusing and burdensome.

“We took the comments we received very seriously. We went out and looked at stuff on the
ground, we pulled up maps, we checked data, we talked to people," Jim Kenna, who until
last month led the Bureau of Land Management's California branch, said in an interview. "We
did make changes based on what people said in their comments, to try and get to the best
possible plan."”

DESERT SUN



Energy plan under fire from developers, green groups

The finalized plan could have a major impact on California's ability to meet the 50 percent
clean energy mandate that Gov. Jerry Brown signed into law last month. Previously, the
state had been working toward a 33 percent target.

“We're moving to meet higher renewable energy standards, and of course this is what we

anticipated with the (desert plan), that we were not going to be done at 33 percent," Karen
Douglas, a member of the California Energy Commission, said in an interview. "In order to
meet our long-term climate goals, we really needed to take on a planning effort that would
look long-term."

A wash can be seen snaking its way through the Mojave

A wash can be seen snaking its way through the Mojave Desert landscape northeast of the Coachella Buy Photo
Valley. (Photo: Jay Calderon/The Desert Sun)

The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan was a long time coming.

Former Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger first called for such a plan in November 2008, citing
the budding conflict between energy development and ecosystem protection in the desert.
But the process took several years longer than expected, thanks in large part to the
unprecedented size of the planning area: 22.5 million acres across seven counties.

DESERT SUN
Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan released

Despite those challenges, Interior Sec. Sally Jewell called the plan a model for other states
to follow. In a conference call Tuesday, Jewell touted the plan's "landscape-level blueprint"
for the desert, which she said is preferable to planning clean energy projects — and figuring
out how to mitigate their environmental impacts — on a project by project basis.



"| think this will be the wave of the future of planning,” Jewell said. "We can plan a lot
smarter. Companies don’t end up getting involved in long, laborious processes only to get
their project turned down because it was in a sensitive area. And those who pay attention to
species diversity and outdoor recreation don’t feel like they have to fight for everything."

Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell announces the

Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell announces the preliminary version of the Desert Renewable Buy Photo
Energy Conservation Plan at a wind farm in Palm Springs on Sept. 23, 2014. (Photo: Jay Calderon/The
Desert Sun)

State and federal officials released a draft last year, in a high-profile event that

brought Jewell to the Palm Springs area. But the draft was met with a torrent of criticism,
including complaints from county governments, which said it conflicted with their own
priorities for several million acres of private land. County governments are generally
responsible for private land, meaning their opposition could have sunk the overall plan.

So the plan's authors said in March they would split the plan in two, dealing with federal land
first and addressing private land later. That will give county governments time to figure out
which areas they want to designate for energy development and conservation.

DESERT SUN
County governments criticize renewable energy plan

Jewell predicted the next landscape-level planning effort, whether in California or elsewhere,
"will be a lot smoother."

"There have to be pioneers," she said. "It's a lot easier to learn from an experience that has
been done."



The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan would

The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan would promote solar, wind and geothermal Buy Photo
development across the desert. (Photo: Jay Calderon/The Desert Sun)

In the meantime, it's still not clear that the California desert plan will work as intended.

Renewable energy groups have argued that splitting the plan in half was a dangerous
decision, because it won't be clear until the counties make their decisions how much land is
available for development. Conservation groups, meanwhile, are worried the

counties' conservation designations won't link up with the same on federal land, which is
important because at-risk species roam freely between private and public lands.

DESERT SUN
Desert clean energy plan still not inspiring confidence

The plan's authors, though, are confident that county-level decisions will eventually be
incorporated into the overall plan, in a way that provides enough space for energy
development while protecting at-risk species.

"The counties have stepped up and made the effort to work with us as we brought this to a
final, proposed plan," said Kenna, who retired last month but has stayed at the Bureau of
Land Management as a special advisor on the desert energy plan. "Over the next couple of
years, you'll see the desert-wide map continue to improve."



Jim Kenna and Karen Douglas discuss the finalized Desert

Jim Kenna and Karen Douglas discuss the finalized Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Buy Photo
Plan. (Photo: Lucas Esposito/The Desert Sun)

Two state and two federal agencies worked on the plan: the California Energy Commission,
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, the federal Bureau of Land Management and
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services. They released a revised environmental impact analysis
Tuesday, and they expect to publish a "record of decision" finalizing the plan early next year.

Check back for updates.
Sammy Roth writes about energy and water for The Desert Sun. He can be reached at

sammy.roth@desertsun.com, (760) 778-4622 and @ Sammy_Roth.

On Mon, Nov 9, 2015 at 3:03 PM, Duran, Leah <leah duran@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Final desert renewable energy plan
coming Tuesday

Sammy Roth, The Desert Sun 11:42 a.m. PST November 9, 2015




The long-awaited day has finally arrived.

State and federal officials plan to release part one of the Desert Renewable Energy
Conservation Plan on Tuesday, nearly seven years to the day after then-Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger called for such a plan. The document will designate clean energy
development zones and conservation areas across 10 million acres of California
desert, on land overseen by the federal Bureau of Land Management.

A draft document released last year covered 22.5 million acres of land, but a torrent of
criticism from renewable energy developers, conservation groups and county
governments forced the plan's authors to reevaluate. They said earlier this year they
would split the plan in two, dealing with federal land first and addressing private land
later, after county governments have time to complete their own planning processes.

DESERT SUN
Desert clean energy plan still not inspiring confidence

The finalized plan could have a major impact for California's ability to meet its
ambitious climate targets, especially now that Gov. Jerry Brown has signed a 50
percent clean energy mandate into law. Energy companies said the draft plan might
have made it harder, not easier, to build solar, wind and geothermal plants in the
desert.

Conservation groups largely support the plan, but they've argued that certain areas
that were marked as development zones in the draft should be protected instead. The
plan will set the tone for the future of conservation in California's deserts, with
potentially wide-ranging implications for at-risk species like desert tortoises, bighorn
sheep and golden eagles.

Interior Sec. Sally Jewell, who came to the desert last year to announce the draft plan's
release, will speak to reporters on a press call at 10 a.m. Tuesday. John Laird,
California Secretary for Natural Resources, will also be on the call, as will Bureau of
Land Management Director Neil Kornze and California Energy Commission Karen
Douglas.

Follow along on Twitter @Sammy_Roth for live updates on Tuesday.

Sammy Roth writes about energy and water for The Desert Sun. He can be reached at

sammy.roth@desertsun.com and (760) 778-4622.
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Obama’s Solar Power Plan For The California Desert

Think Progress // NIDHI THAKAR // November 12, 2015

On Tuesday, the Obama administration released the first phase of a plan that will boost renewable energy
in the solar-rich California desert while protecting millions of acres of sensitive land from development.
The land management plan, known as the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP),
prescribes which federal and state lands in a 22.5-million-acre area of the California desert will be
available for renewable energy development and which will be set aside to preserve the unique and
valuable desert ecosystem. The first phase of the plan, outlined in a final environmental impact statement
released Tuesday by Interior Department’s Bureau of Land Management (BLM), provides a 25-year
blueprint for the management of 10 million acres of federally-owned public lands from Death Valley to San
Diego County, spanning seven counties. Phase two of the plan, which covers non-federal lands, is still
under review.

This Map Shows Where the Next Clean Energy Gold Mine Is

Mother Jones // Tim McDonnell / November 11, 2015

The desert in Southern California could be in for a climate-friendly makeover, after the Obama
administration released its plans to develop more renewable energy projects on federally owned land. On
Tuesday the Interior Department released the final version of a plan that would open up about half a
million non-contiguous acres—half the size of Rhode Island—for projects such as wind and solar farms in
the Mojave Desert and surrounding areas. It would also more than double the amount of land dedicated to
protecting delicate desert ecosystems that are home to vulnerable species, including the desert tortoise.
The Mojave Desert, which stretches across most of Southern California, is a potential gold mine for clean
energy. Earlier this year, the world's largest solar farm opened there, near Joshua Tree National Park.

California opens up public land for renewable energy generation

PV Magazine // EDGAR MEZA // November 11, 2015

State and federal authorities have unveiled an ambitious plan that advances conservation goals in
California's desert regions. The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan would introduce a




streamlined permitting process, facilitating approval of applications for renewable energy projects.
California is set to open up vast tracts of public desert land for renewable energy projects. The U.S.
Department of the Interior and the California Natural Resources Agency joined forces to develop and the
ambitious Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP) plan, which would pave the way for
renewable energy development and conservation on some 10 million acres (4 million hectares) of federal
public lands in the California desert managed by the Interior Department’s Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) in the California desert.

California Renewable Energy Conservation Plan finalised

PV-Tech // Conor Ryan // November 12, 2015

US Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell and California Secretary for Natural Resources John Laird have
announced the final environmental review for the first phase of the Desert Renewable Energy
Conservation Plan (DRECP). The DRECP — an extensive plan designed to spur renewable energy
development and conservation on over four million hectares of federal land in the California desert — will
feature an initial phase that will be led by the Bureau of Land Management. Jewell noted: “Using a
landscape-level perspective, unprecedented collaboration and extensive public engagement, this phase
of the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan will facilitate clean energy development, creating new
jobs while cutting carbon pollution.

Feds Release New Version of Desert Energy Plan

KCET // Chris Clarke // November 10, 2015

A massive plan to coordinate renewable energy development across 22 million acres of the California
Desert is back, or at least part of it is. Under the plan, permitting for solar, wind, and geothermal
development would be streamlined across an area of the California desert the size of Los Angeles and
Bakersfield combined. A much larger area of almost 5 million acres would be protected more or less
permanently for conservation under the plan. That news comes with the release Tuesday of a major
portion of the Desert Renewable Energy and Conservation Plan (DRECP), which has been in the works
since 2008. The portion released this week bears the unwieldy name of the Final Environmental Impact
Statement (FEIS) for Phase 1 of the DRECP. Primarily drawn up by the Bureau of Land Management, the
document proposes establishing renewable energy Development Focus Areas (DFAs) on 388,000 acres
of public land in the California desert. That's around 606 square miles, approximately the size of Los
Angeles and Bakersfield combined.

Desert Energy Plan Could 'Dramatically Limit' California Wind Growth
North American Windpower // November 11, 2015

The U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) and California Natural Resources Agency have announced the
final environmental review of a land-use plan meant to expedite the permitting process for renewable
energy development and support conservation on 10 million acres of federal public lands in the California
desert. The release of the final environmental impact statement for Phase | of the Desert Renewable
Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP) comes after the agencies revealed their draft plan in September
2014 and held a public-comment period. Having spoken out about concerns for wind power development
when the draft was released, the California wind industry maintains its reservations.

Millions of acres of California desert are now closer to protection
SCPR // Jed Kim // November 10, 2015

Millions of acres of California desert would be permanently protected from development under a plan
released on Tuesday by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The proposed plan also designates
388,000 acres of land as “development focus areas” for possible wind, solar and geothermal projects.
“This plan will bring increased certainty to developers and communities, achieving a thoughtful balance
between development and conservation,” said U.S. Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell. Jewell said the
balanced approach taken in developing the plan would give clearer guidelines for those seeking to



develop projects within the desert.

On Tue, Nov 10, 2015 at 4:22 PM, Duran, Leah <leah duran@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
BLM advances federal portion of massive Calif. desert plan

Scott Streater, E&E reporter
Published: Tuesday, November 10, 2015

The Obama administration today advanced the federal portion of a major plan designed to guide
commercial-scale wind, solar and geothermal power development across millions of acres of Southern
California desert.

Interior Secretary Sally Jewell announced completion of a final environmental impact statement (EIS) and
three proposed land-use plan amendments covering about 10 million acres of federal lands as part of the
first phase of implementation of the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP).

The overall DRECP unveiled in draft form last year called for establishing "development focus areas"
deemed suitable for commercial-scale renewables development, as well as areas to be protected or
managed for their recreational values, within a 22.5 million-acre planning area that includes federal, state,
county and private lands in the Mojave, Colorado and Sonoran deserts.

Today's final EIS and proposed land-use plan amendments cover only 10 million acres of federal lands
within the planning area. The Bureau of Land Management and California Energy Commission (CEC)
decided last spring that they were going to phase in major components of the DRECP, and today's
announcement does not address renewables development on 5.5 million acres of private and other
nonfederal lands within the massive planning area (Greenwire, March 10).

But Jewell today called completion of the final EIS "another major milestone in our ongoing efforts to support
renewable energy on public lands." And BLM Director Neil Kornze, California Secretary for Natural
Resources John Laird and others said in a conference call with reporters that the federal portion of the plan
provides a foundation that will allow state and county leaders to complete the plan that envisions 20,000
megawatts of new renewable energy will be developed within the boundaries of the planning area by 2040.

Jewell touted the federal portion of the DRECP as advancing President Obama's Climate Action Plan for
combating climate change unveiled in 2013. Among other things, the climate plan challenged Interior to
approve 20,000 MW of renewable energy projects on public lands by 2020.

She said the final EIS and land-use plan amendments were being released today as part of "the run-up" to
Obama's appearance at the upcoming international climate negotiations beginning this month in Paris.

"Public lands administered by Interior's Bureau of Land Management play a key role, not only in President
Obama's Climate Action Plan to approve 20,000 MW of renewable energy on public land by 2020, but also
in helping California meet its goal to achieve 50 percent of its energy from renewable sources by 2030,"
Jewell said.

Laird noted during the conference call that the DRECP also dovetails with California's ongoing efforts to
meet state goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030.

"This effort and this announcement," he said of the federal portion of the DRECP, "helps California on the
path to meet those goals."

Mixed reviews

The final EIS evaluates the proposal to amend three BLM land-use plans for the California Desert
Conservation Area and the Bakersfield and Bishop resource management plans to establish the



development focus areas on 388,000 acres where BLM will encourage utility-scale solar, wind and
geothermal power projects. Proposed projects in these designated areas would undergo a streamlined
environmental review because the focus areas have already been surveyed and studied, and mitigation
requirements already established as part of the conservation plan.

The plan would also add a total of 3.6 million acres to the National Landscape Conservation System, and
1.3 million acres to proposed or existing "areas of critical environmental concern" (ACECs) that have been
designated to protect the California condor, desert bighorn sheep and burrowing owl, among others. An
additional 18,000 acres would be managed for their wilderness characteristics and not be available for
renewables development, according to the final EIS.

The plan says it would also add 287,000 acres to the National Landscape Conservation System and ACECs
outside the DRECP planning areas.

Kornze said a record of decision formally approving the federal portion of the DRECP should be issued by
early next year.

The final EIS and proposed land-use plan amendments would also establish 3.7 million acres of recreation
management areas on BLM lands, both inside and outside the DRECP planning area. The agency would
not accept renewable project applications on lands inside either the conservation or recreation designated
areas, except for some geothermal activity in the recreation areas as long as there is no surface occupancy.

The federal portion of the plan would also establish about 40,000 acres of so-called variance process lands
that are "potentially available for renewable energy development,” but that would require more review and
"would not receive the [streamlined review] incentives that apply" to projects in the development focus
areas, according to the final EIS.

The plan outlined in the final EIS drew cautious support today from conservation groups that have followed
the issue closely.

"The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan provides a solid blueprint for carefully balancing public
land conservation with renewable energy development in the California desert," said Ken Rait, director of
the U.S. public lands program at the Pew Charitable Trusts. "Pew applauds the Bureau of Land
Management for making permanent the protections for the areas it is now designating as National
Conservation Lands, thus adding them to the agency's premier network of safeguarded areas across the
country."

Kim Delfino, California program director for Defenders of Wildlife, echoed Rait's comments.

"There is much to celebrate as the DRECP plan reflects the Obama administration's commitment to finding
lower conflict sites for renewable energy development while protecting our wildlife legacy," Delfino said.

But Delfino also cautioned that the final plan opens up areas, particularly in the West Mojave Desert region,
that could imperil desert tortoise and the Mohave ground squirrel.

"We urge the BLM to improve protections for desert wildlife in the Fremont Valley, Rose Valley, North of
Kramer area and the Pisgah Valley in its final plan," she said.

Similar concerns were expressed last year when the draft plan drew 16,000 public comments, some of
which were sharply critical of aspects of the plan.

Kornze said the final plan was "shaped" by those public comments. Indeed, the final plan addresses some
of these concerns, including removing from development a section in the Silurian Valley that some
complained included sensitive wildlife habitat that should not be open for development.



David Lamfrom, director of the California Desert and Wildlife Program for the National Parks Conservation
Association, applauded the "common-sense decision to protect the remarkable Silurian Valley in the final
DRECP."

But Lamfrom also noted that the final plan does not appear to address two proposed renewable energy
projects that he said could undermine the entire DRECP process.

The projects of concern are the 358-MW Soda Mountain Solar Project in San Bernardino County, which is
proposed to sit less than a mile from the Mojave National Preserve, and Eagle Crest Energy Co.'s Eagle
Mountain pumped storage hydroelectric project on 2,700 acres in Riverside County near Joshua Tree
National Park.

"In the end, the final plan advances renewable energy and some important protections for desert
ecosystems but does not remove real and immediate threats to desert national parks that could forever
change the lands the plan seeks to steward," he said.

Incomplete plan

Another concern is that the final EIS and proposed land-use plan amendments represent just one part of the
three-part plan unveiled last year that is supposed to guide commercial-scale solar, wind and geothermal
power development across the entire 22.5 million-acre planning area.

And even though the vast majority of the planning area -- 17 million acres total -- is on federal lands, there
are millions of acres of highly developable state, county and private lands in the planning area not covered
by the final EIS and proposed land-use plan amendments.

BLM and the CEC made the decision last spring to delay the nonfederal portion of the plan because many
of the public comments on the draft plan raised substantive concerns about how it will affect local county
authority over projects on private lands.

The seven counties in the DRECP planning area -- Imperial, Inyo, Kern, Los Angeles, Riverside, San
Bernardino and San Diego counties -- have jurisdiction over renewables permitting on private lands, and
they are currently working on their own renewable energy and conservation plans.

At least five counties complained that the DRECP does not conform to their previously established or
developing renewable energy plans. The counties asked BLM and the state for more time to ensure that the
local plans they are working to finalize align with DRECP objectives, and that process remains ongoing.

Karen Douglas, a commissioner with the CEC, said in an interview that the county portion of DRECP
covering private and other nonfederal lands likely will be phased in "over the coming years."

But Douglas said having the BLM plan in place "will provide certainty for assisting developers with where
they can go" in the meantime and "provides a really needed foundation for local government and
stakeholders and the public as we continue to move forward and address the issues of renewable energy
development on private lands."

In the meantime, some counties have moved quickly to finish their renewable energy plans.

Inyo and Imperial counties have finished their renewable energy plans, and "large parts of the planning area
are already relatively clear" on the issue of where renewable energy should go, said Jim Kenna, who until
retiring last month was the BLM California state director who helped develop the plan over the past five
years.

Kenna has stayed on at BLM to serve in an advisory role until the DRECP is completed, he said.

But Kern and San Bernardino counties, which includes nearly 12 million acres within the DRECP planning



areas, "are not far along" in their planning yet, he said.

Rait said the "county-by-county decisions on what nonfederal lands will be made available for such
development are a critical component in striking the right balance in the desert" and will be key in judging
the ultimate merits of the plan.

Meanwhile, Douglas said, "We fully expect development to move forward on public and private land. The
phasing-in of the DRECP does not stop development on private lands."

More unfinished business

There are other sections of the overall DRECP that also remain unfinished.

Federal and state regulators last spring agreed to delay completing an overarching conservation strategy
covering the entire 22.5 million-acre planning area that is designed to protect and enhance 37 sensitive
species and their habitat, including the Mojave fringe-toed lizard, California condor, desert bighorn sheep
and burrowing owil.

In addition, the Fish and Wildlife Service has also slowed development of a "General Conservation Plan"
that would allow the service to streamline the permitting process for renewable energy projects on
nonfederal lands in the planning area, including incidental take permits involving endangered or threatened
species for renewable energy or transmission projects as long as the project backers agree to the
conditions outlined in the DRECP.

In both cases, FWS and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife said they want to work with counties
to address concerns about how these plans would affect renewables development on private lands within
their jurisdictions.

Douglas said the CEC and BLM by the end of the year are working to publish a list of the conservation goals
covering the entire 22.5 million-acre planning area that were outlined in the draft document last year,
showing what's been achieved on the conservation side by adopting the BLM portion of the plan, and what
still needs to be done.

"We are continuing to work to establish a framework to ensure that the planwide conservation vision across
the public and private lands designated in the draft DRECP continues to move forward," she said.

On Tue, Nov 10, 2015 at 3:08 PM, Duran, Leah <leah duran@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
After 7 vears. desert renewable energy plan finalized

Sammy Roth, The Desert Sun 11:45 a.m. PST November 10, 2015

State and federal officials released a sweeping plan for the future of California's deserts
Tuesday, designating areas for renewable energy development, conservation and recreation
across 10 million acres overseen by the Bureau of Land Management.

The plan will encourage energy companies to build solar, wind and geothermal power plants on
388,000 acres of federally managed land, although only a portion of that land is likely to be
developed. The plan also sets aside 5.3 million acres for conservation and 3.8 million acres for
recreation, virtually all of which would be closed to energy development.

The Current: Sign up for email updates on all things water and energy

Officials said the plan features major changes from a draft released last year, which



spurred 12,000 public comments and came under fire from energy companies, conservation
groups and county governments. The changes include new designations for several contested
areas:

e The Silurian Valley, between Death Valley National Park and the Mojave National Preserve,
has been designated for conservation. Officials had previously delayed giving the area a firm
designation, although the Bureau of Land Management rejected a solar proposal there last
year.

e Parts of the Cadiz Valley and the Eagle Mountain area, which in the draft were not given
designations, have been marked for conservation. It's unclear how the Eagle Mountain
designation will impact a proposed hydroelectric power plant, which would be built largely on
private land. The federal lands are home to a concentration of golden eagles.

e The Palen Dunes, which provide sandy habitat for the Mojave fringe-toed lizard, have been
removed from a development area in eastern Riverside County. Other parts of the
development area have also been removed and designated for conservation, to protect
Native American cultural resources.

e In a small victory for the wind industry — which was one of the draft plan's harshest critics —
scattered parcels in the Tehachapi area have been added to a development zone. But
officials cautioned that future development in the windy area will depend on decisions made
by Kern County governing private land.

e An area north of Kramer Junction, for which officials had also put off a hard decision, has
been designated for energy development. The Searles Lake area, on the border of San
Bernardino and Inyo counties, has also been added to a development zone.

The Providence Mountains in the Mojave Desert. Buy Photo

The Providence Mountains in the Mojave Desert. (Photo: Jay Calderon, Jay Calderon/The Desert Sun)
In another change from the draft plan, officials clarified that 3.9 million acres being added to the
National Landscape Conservation System will receive permanent protection. Environmental
groups had worried that the protection would be fleeting. Officials said the final plan also
creates new incentives for energy companies to build in the development areas, while



simplifying a permitting process that developers said would be confusing and burdensome.

“We took the comments we received very seriously. We went out and looked at stuff on the
ground, we pulled up maps, we checked data, we talked to people," Jim Kenna, who until last
month led the Bureau of Land Management's California branch, said in an interview. "We did
make changes based on what people said in their comments, to try and get to the best possible
plan."

DESERT SUN
Energy plan under fire from developers, green groups

The finalized plan could have a major impact on California's ability to meet the 50 percent clean
energy mandate that Gov. Jerry Brown signed into law last month. Previously, the state had
been working toward a 33 percent target.

“We’re moving to meet higher renewable energy standards, and of course this is what we
anticipated with the (desert plan), that we were not going to be done at 33 percent," Karen
Douglas, a member of the California Energy Commission, said in an interview. "In order to meet
our long-term climate goals, we really needed to take on a planning effort that would look long-
term."

A wash can be seen snaking its way through the Mojave Buy Photo

A wash can be seen snaking its way through the Mojave Desert landscape northeast of the Coachella Valley. (Photo: Jay
Calderon/The Desert Sun)

The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan was a long time coming.

Former Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger first called for such a plan in November 2008, citing the
budding conflict between energy development and ecosystem protection in the desert. But the
process took several years longer than expected, thanks in large part to the unprecedented
size of the planning area: 22.5 million acres across seven counties.



DESERT SUN
Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan released

Despite those challenges, Interior Sec. Sally Jewell called the plan a model for other states to
follow. In a conference call Tuesday, Jewell touted the plan's "landscape-level blueprint” for the
desert, which she said is preferable to planning clean energy projects — and figuring out how to
mitigate their environmental impacts — on a project by project basis.

"I think this will be the wave of the future of planning,” Jewell said. "We can plan a lot smarter.
Companies don’t end up getting involved in long, laborious processes only to get their project
turned down because it was in a sensitive area. And those who pay attention to species
diversity and outdoor recreation don't feel like they have to fight for everything."

Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell announces the Buy Photo

Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell announces the preliminary version of the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan
at a wind farm in Palm Springs on Sept. 23, 2014. (Photo: Jay Calderon/The Desert Sun)

State and federal officials released a draft last year, in a high-profile event that

brought Jewell to the Palm Springs area. But the draft was met with a torrent of criticism,
including complaints from county governments, which said it conflicted with their own priorities
for several million acres of private land. County governments are generally responsible for
private land, meaning their opposition could have sunk the overall plan.

So the plan's authors said in March they would split the plan in two, dealing with federal land
first and addressing private land later. That will give county governments time to figure out
which areas they want to designate for energy development and conservation.

DESERT SUN
County governments criticize renewable energy plan

Jewell predicted the next landscape-level planning effort, whether in California or elsewhere,



"will be a lot smoother."

"There have to be pioneers," she said. "It's a lot easier to learn from an experience that has
been done."

The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan would Buy Photo

The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan would promote solar, wind and geothermal development across the
desert. (Photo: Jay Calderon/The Desert Sun)

In the meantime, it's still not clear that the California desert plan will work as intended.

Renewable energy groups have argued that splitting the plan in half was a dangerous decision,
because it won't be clear until the counties make their decisions how much land is available for
development. Conservation groups, meanwhile, are worried the counties' conservation
designations won't link up with the same on federal land, which is important because at-risk
species roam freely between private and public lands.

DESERT SUN
Desert clean energy plan still not inspiring confidence

The plan's authors, though, are confident that county-level decisions will eventually be
incorporated into the overall plan, in a way that provides enough space for energy
development while protecting at-risk species.

"The counties have stepped up and made the effort to work with us as we brought this to a final,
proposed plan," said Kenna, who retired last month but has stayed at the Bureau of Land
Management as a special advisor on the desert energy plan. "Over the next couple of years,
you'll see the desert-wide map continue to improve."



Jim Kenna and Karen Douglas discuss the finalized Desert Buy Photo

Jim Kenna and Karen Douglas discuss the finalized Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan. (Photo: Lucas
Esposito/The Desert Sun)

Two state and two federal agencies worked on the plan: the California Energy Commission, the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, the federal Bureau of Land Management and the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services. They released a revised environmental impact analysis
Tuesday, and they expect to publish a "record of decision" finalizing the plan early next year.

Check back for updates.

Sammy Roth writes about energy and water for The Desert Sun. He can be reached at
sammy.roth@desertsun.com, (760) 778-4622 and @ Sammy_Roth.

On Mon, Nov 9, 2015 at 3:03 PM, Duran, Leah <leah duran@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Final desert renewable energy plan
coming Tuesday

Sammy Roth, The Desert Sun 11:42 a.m. PST November 9, 2015




The long-awaited day has finally arrived.

State and federal officials plan to release part one of the Desert Renewable Energy
Conservation Plan on Tuesday, nearly seven years to the day after then-Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger called for such a plan. The document will designate clean energy
development zones and conservation areas across 10 million acres of California desert,
on land overseen by the federal Bureau of Land Management.

A draft document released last year covered 22.5 million acres of land, but a torrent of
criticism from renewable energy developers, conservation groups and county
governments forced the plan's authors to reevaluate. They said earlier this year they
would split the plan in two, dealing with federal land first and addressing private land later,
after county governments have time to complete their own planning processes.

DESERT SUN
Desert clean energy plan still not inspiring confidence

The finalized plan could have a major impact for California's ability to meet its ambitious
climate targets, especially now that Gov. Jerry Brown has signed a 50 percent clean
energy mandate into law. Energy companies said the draft plan might have made it
harder, not easier, to build solar, wind and geothermal plants in the desert.

Conservation groups largely support the plan, but they've argued that certain areas that
were marked as development zones in the draft should be protected instead. The plan
will set the tone for the future of conservation in California's deserts, with potentially wide-
ranging implications for at-risk species like desert tortoises, bighorn sheep and golden
eagles.

Interior Sec. Sally Jewell, who came to the desert last year to announce the draft plan's
release, will speak to reporters on a press call at 10 a.m. Tuesday. John Laird, California
Secretary for Natural Resources, will also be on the call, as will Bureau of Land
Management Director Neil Kornze and California Energy Commission Karen Douglas.

Follow along on Twitter @ Sammy_Roth for live updates on Tuesday.

Sammy Roth writes about energy and water for The Desert Sun. He can be reached at

sammy.roth@desertsun.com and (760) 778-4622.
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After 7 vears.  desert renewable energy plan finalized

Sammy Roth, The Desert Sun 11:45 a.m. PST November 10, 2015

State and federal officials released a sweeping plan for the future of California's deserts Tuesday,
designating areas for renewable energy development, conservation and recreation across 10 million
acres overseen by the Bureau of Land Management.

The plan will encourage energy companies to build solar, wind and geothermal power plants on
388,000 acres of federally managed land, although only a portion of that land is likely to be
developed. The plan also sets aside 5.3 million acres for conservation and 3.8 million acres for
recreation, virtually all of which would be closed to energy development.

The Current: Sign up for email updates on all things water and energy

Officials said the plan features major changes from a draft released last year, which spurred 12,000
public comments and came under fire from energy companies, conservation groups and county
governments. The changes include new designations for several contested areas:

e The Silurian Valley, between Death Valley National Park and the Mojave National Preserve, has
been designated for conservation. Officials had previously delayed giving the area a firm
designation, although the Bureau of Land Management rejected a solar proposal there last year.

e Parts of the Cadiz Valley and the Eagle Mountain area, which in the draft were not given
designations, have been marked for conservation. It's unclear how the Eagle Mountain designation
will impact a proposed hydroelectric power plant, which would be built largely on private land. The
federal lands are home to a concentration of golden eagles.



e The Palen Dunes, which provide sandy habitat for the Mojave fringe-toed lizard, have been
removed from a development area in eastern Riverside County. Other parts of the development
area have also been removed and designated for conservation, to protect Native American cultural
resources.

e In a small victory for the wind industry — which was one of the draft plan's harshest critics —
scattered parcels in the Tehachapi area have been added to a development zone. But officials
cautioned that future development in the windy area will depend on decisions made by Kern
County governing private land.

e An area north of Kramer Junction, for which officials had also put off a hard decision, has been
designated for energy development. The Searles Lake area, on the border of San Bernardino and
Inyo counties, has also been added to a development zone.

The Providence Mountains in the Mojave Desert. Buy Photo

The Providence Mountains in the Mojave Desert. (Photo: Jay Calderon, Jay Calderon/The Desert Sun)
In another change from the draft plan, officials clarified that 3.9 million acres being added to the

National Landscape Conservation System will receive permanent protection. Environmental groups
had worried that the protection would be fleeting. Officials said the final plan also creates

new incentives for energy companies to build in the development areas, while simplifying a permitting
process that developers said would be confusing and burdensome.

“We took the comments we received very seriously. We went out and looked at stuff on the ground,
we pulled up maps, we checked data, we talked to people,” Jim Kenna, who until last month led the
Bureau of Land Management's California branch, said in an interview. "We did make changes based
on what people said in their comments, to try and get to the best possible plan.”

DESERT SUN
Energy plan under fire from developers, green groups

The finalized plan could have a major impact on California's ability to meet the 50 percent clean



energy mandate that Gov. Jerry Brown signed into law last month. Previously, the state had been
working toward a 33 percent target.

“We're moving to meet higher renewable energy standards, and of course this is what we anticipated
with the (desert plan), that we were not going to be done at 33 percent," Karen Douglas, a member of
the California Energy Commission, said in an interview. "In order to meet our long-term climate

goals, we really needed to take on a planning effort that would look long-term."

A wash can be seen snaking its way through the Mojave Buy Photo

A wash can be seen snaking its way through the Mojave Desert landscape northeast of the Coachella Valley. (Photo: Jay
Calderon/The Desert Sun)

The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan was a long time coming.

Former Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger first called for such a plan in November 2008, citing the
budding conflict between energy development and ecosystem protection in the desert. But the
process took several years longer than expected, thanks in large part to the unprecedented size of
the planning area: 22.5 million acres across seven counties.

DESERT SUN
Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan released

Despite those challenges, Interior Sec. Sally Jewell called the plan a model for other states to follow.
In a conference call Tuesday, Jewell touted the plan's "landscape-level blueprint" for the desert,
which she said is preferable to planning clean energy projects — and figuring out how to mitigate
their environmental impacts — on a project by project basis.

"l think this will be the wave of the future of planning,” Jewell said. "We can plan a lot smarter.
Companies don’t end up getting involved in long, laborious processes only to get their project turned
down because it was in a sensitive area. And those who pay attention to species diversity and
outdoor recreation don'’t feel like they have to fight for everything."



Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell announces the Buy Photo

Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell announces the preliminary version of the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan at a
wind farm in Palm Springs on Sept. 23, 2014. (Photo: Jay Calderon/The Desert Sun)

State and federal officials released a draft last year, in a high-profile event that brought Jewell to the
Palm Springs area. But the draft was met with a torrent of criticism, including complaints from county
governments, which said it conflicted with their own priorities for several million acres of private land.
County governments are generally responsible for private land, meaning their opposition could have
sunk the overall plan.

So the plan's authors said in March they would split the plan in two, dealing with federal land first and
addressing private land later. That will give county governments time to figure out which areas they
want to designate for energy development and conservation.

DESERT SUN
County governments criticize renewable energy plan

Jewell predicted the next landscape-level planning effort, whether in California or elsewhere, "will be
a lot smoother."

"There have to be pioneers," she said. "It's a lot easier to learn from an experience that has been
done."



The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan would Buy Photo

The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan would promote solar, wind and geothermal development across the
desert. (Photo: Jay Calderon/The Desert Sun)

In the meantime, it's still not clear that the California desert plan will work as intended.

Renewable energy groups have argued that splitting the plan in half was a dangerous decision,
because it won't be clear until the counties make their decisions how much land is available for
development. Conservation groups, meanwhile, are worried the counties' conservation designations
won't link up with the same on federal land, which is important because at-risk species roam freely
between private and public lands.

DESERT SUN
Desert clean energy plan still not inspiring confidence

The plan's authors, though, are confident that county-level decisions will eventually be incorporated
into the overall plan, in a way that provides enough space for energy development while protecting
at-risk species.

"The counties have stepped up and made the effort to work with us as we brought this to a final,
proposed plan," said Kenna, who retired last month but has stayed at the Bureau of Land
Management as a special advisor on the desert energy plan. "Over the next couple of years, you'll
see the desert-wide map continue to improve."



Jim Kenna and Karen Douglas discuss the finalized Desert Buy Photo

Jim Kenna and Karen Douglas discuss the finalized Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan. (Photo: Lucas Esposito/The
Desert Sun)

Two state and two federal agencies worked on the plan: the California Energy Commission, the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, the federal Bureau of Land Management and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Services. They released a revised environmental impact analysis Tuesday, and
they expect to publish a "record of decision" finalizing the plan early next year.

Check back for updates.
Sammy Roth writes about energy and water for The Desert Sun. He can be reached at

sammy.roth@desertsun.com, (760) 778-4622 and @Sammy_Roth.
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The long-awaited day has finally arrived.

State and federal officials plan to release part one of the Desert Renewable Energy
Conservation Plan on Tuesday, nearly seven years to the day after then-Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger called for such a plan. The document will designate clean energy
development zones and conservation areas across 10 million acres of California desert, on
land overseen by the federal Bureau of Land Management.

A draft document released last year covered 22.5 million acres of land, but a torrent of

criticism from renewable energy developers, conservation groups and county

governments forced the plan's authors to reevaluate. They said earlier this year they

would split the plan in two, dealing with federal land first and addressing private land later, after
county governments have time to complete their own planning processes.

DESERT SUN
Desert clean energy plan still not inspiring confidence

The finalized plan could have a major impact for California's ability to meet its ambitious
climate targets, especially now that Gov. Jerry Brown has signed a 50 percent clean energy
mandate into law. Energy companies said the draft plan might have made it harder, not easier,
to build solar, wind and geothermal plants in the desert.

Conservation groups largely support the plan, but they've argued that certain areas that were
marked as development zones in the draft should be protected instead. The plan will set the
tone for the future of conservation in California's deserts, with potentially wide-ranging
implications for at-risk species like desert tortoises, bighorn sheep and golden eagles.

Interior Sec. Sally Jewell, who came to the desert last year to announce the draft plan's
release, will speak to reporters on a press call at 10 a.m. Tuesday. John Laird, California
Secretary for Natural Resources, will also be on the call, as will Bureau of Land Management
Director Neil Kornze and California Energy Commission Karen Douglas.

Follow along on Twitter @Sammy_Roth for live updates on Tuesday.

Sammy Roth writes about energy and water for The Desert Sun. He can be reached at

sammy.roth@desertsun.com and (760) 778-4622.
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7. List/1.1 Strickland - Files for Storage - Log Sheets.docx

"Johnson, Terri" <Terri_Johnson@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Johnson, Terri" <Terri_Johnson@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Aug 08 2012 09:45:26 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Deen, Donna" <Donna_Deen@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: List

Attachments: Strickland - Files for Storage - Log Sheets.docx

Here’s the file log!

Ter

"Deen, Donna™ <Donna_Deen@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Deen, Donna" <Donna_Deen@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Aug 08 2012 10:19:17 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Johnson, Terri" <Terri_Johnson@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: RE: List

Thanks Terri!

Donna Deen

Staff Assistant - Immediate Office of the Secretary
Department of the Interior

Room 5150, MS 7328

202-208-4025

202-513-0340 (fax) (call before faxing)

donna_deen@ios.doi.gov



From: Johnson, Terri

Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 11:45 AM
To: Deen, Donna

Subject: List

Here’s the file log!

Ter



Conversation Contents

Eagle Mountain Mine

"Wills, Nicholas J" <NWILLS@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Wills, Nicholas J" <NWILLS@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Mon Jun 13 2011 09:10:45 GMT-0600 (MDT)
"Sisk, Jennifer R" <Jennifer_Sisk@ios.doi.gov>, "Johnson, Terri"
To: <Terri_Johnson@ios.doi.gov>, "Cousins, Debbie"
<Debbie_Cousins@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Eagle Mountain Mine

This message has been archived. View the original item
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Eagle mountain

Sue_Husari@nps.gov

From: Sue_Husari@nps.gov
Sent: Thu Feb 04 2010 17:03:09 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: "Sauer, Curt" <Curt_Sauer@nps.gov>, "Messaros, Karin"

<Karin_Messaros@nps.gov>
"Smeck, Woody" <Woody_ Smeck@nps.gov>, "Allen, David M."

CC: <David_Allen@nps.gov>, "Bates, Susie" <Susie_Bates@nps.gov>,
"Johnson, Terri" <Terri_Johnson@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Eagle mountain

This message has been archived. View the original item

Sue_Husari@nps.gov

From: Sue_Husari@nps.gov

Sent: Thu Feb 04 2010 17:09:53 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: "Johnson, Terri" <Terri_Johnson@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Eagle mountain

This message has been archived. View the original item
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Eagle Mountain
Attachments:

/10. Eagle Mountain/1.1 @

"Koenigsberg, Melissa" <Melissa_Koenigsberg@ios.doi.gov>

"Koenigsberg, Melissa" <Melissa_Koenigsberg@ios.doi.gov>

From:

Sent: Wed Feb 03 2010 16:58:34 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: "Johnson, Terri" <Terri_Johnson@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Eagle Mountain

Attachments: @

This message has been archived. View the original item

Attachments:
Kaiser Eagel Mountian summary 2-1.docx

Draft Eagle Mountain DOJ letter - Feb 1 2010.doc

(28 KB)
(61 KB)



































