Tongress of the Wnited States
Tashingion, BC 20515

‘May 12, 2016

The Honorable Sally Jewell
Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C St. NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Jewell:

This letter is to express our concerns about the proposed acquisition of land to be taken into trust
for the use and benefit of the Coquille Indian Tribe, with the intention to operate a Class I
gaming facility in Medford, Oregon. In addition to several of our Oregon congressional
colleagues, the City of Medford, the Jackson County Board of Commissioners, and Oregon
Governor Kate Brown oppose this proposal.

Many Oregonians have raised legitimate questions about the expansion of casino gaming in
Oregon. The original authors of the law on which the Coquille tribe bases its application have
raised significant questions as well. Opposition from the state, city, and county to a casino far-
removed from the Coquille ancestral lands (and their restored lands reservations) should give the
agency great pause about this application.

As you consider the application before you, we request that you carefully and thoughtfully study
the concerns from the local community and state and federal officials.

Sincerely,
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Suzajine Bonamici “%¥Lar]l Bluthenauer Kurt Schrader
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Oietober 21, 2013

Revin K, Washburn
Assistant Secretary
Efzd%a"g Aflairg

5. Department of the Interior
E?\;«%‘? { Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Assistant Secretary Washburn,

We are writing in regard to the Coquille Indian Tribe’s application for land to be taken into trust
by the Secretary of the Interior for the purposes of Class If gaming 1 Jackson County,
Uregon, While we applaud the Coquille Indian Tribe in their efforts to build their cconomy and
become ever more self-sufficient, and while we naturally respect the tribe’s sov ereignty and
«gggpg}m? the ideals of wibal self~determination, this application has far reaching effects for the
Sate of Oregon,

In Oregon, we have a long history of striking a balance between the pursuit of gaming revenues,
which benefits éz‘zm&i members enormously, and the risks associated with a significant increase in

the number of gaming facilities which would have negative consequences in many of our
communities.

Betore voters authorized a state-run lottery in 1984, the only gambling legally permitted in the
state was 1 the form of well-controlled pari-muituel (race tack) ¢ %mi?mg argl pecastonal
tocally-permitted charity events. Oregon’s Governor, John Kitzhabe r, who has negotiated many
of the current tribal compacts with federally-recognized iribes in order to support tribal self-
sufficiency, has long adhered 1o the policy of “one casino per tribe.” The precedent of a second
significant gaming facility for any one tribe. whether it is a Class I or Class ITL is a clear
expansion of that policy and would have serious implications for further expuansions w0 be made
oy ather tribes, Oregon’s careful balance between producing gambling revenues and a focus on
the public good of our citizens could be seriously compromised.
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{n addition, the situation is greatly complicated by the evolving technology of gaming. In the
past, a Class 1 gaming facility was essentially a bingo hall. Now, however, modern computer
technology enables Class 11 fucilities w include machines that do not have much distinction from
those in Class 11 i’z‘f{téiéuc* We are concerned that what the Coquille tribe is proposing would in
reality turn out to be more akin to what is contemplated when establishing a Class HI facility in
Cregon, rather than a Class 1 facility.

Noting that you have already received communications regarding this issue from the Governor of
Oregon, the Jackson County Board of Commissioners and the City of Medford, we join them in
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apposing this application. I vou have questions regarding this issue, please contact Cisco
Minthorn at 202.224-4971 in Senator Wyden's office and Elizabeth Cooney at 202-224-7967 in

Senator Merkley's office,

Sincerely,

Ron Wyden
LR, Benator

oo Sally Jewell, Secretary of the Interior

.5 sengtor

Stanley M. Speaks, Bureau of Indian Aflairs Northwest Regional Director
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, DC 20240

bel = 4 2013

The Honorable Ron Wyden
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Jeffrey Merkley
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Wyden and Senator Merkley:

Thank you for your joint letter dated October 21 » 2013, expressing your opposition to the
Coquille Indian Tribe’s (Tribe) request to acquire 2.4 acres of land in trust in the City of
Medford, Jackson County, Oregon, for construction and operation of a class II gaming
facility. Your letter indicates that in Oregon, the State has adhered to the policy of “one
casino per tribe,” and that a second casino for any tribe in Oregon would upset the balance
in the State between producing gaming revenues and a focus on the public good for citizens
of the State.

Your letter states that a second significant gaming facility for any one tribe, whether class II

or class II, is a clear expansion of the “one casino per tribe” policy. The operation of a class II
facility would not, however, represent an expansion of “casino” gaming. Class II games, as
defined in IGRA, consist of games of chance including bingo and card games. See 25 U.S.C. §
2703 (7)(A). Class II games do not include slot machines or banking card games such as
blackjack. See id. at § 2701 (7)(B). Such games are classified as class III games and are casino-
type games. See id. at § 2703 (8). Accordingly, the Tribe’s class II gaming facility would not
be an expansion of casino gaming in the community.

Our review of the Tribe’s application is in its earliest stages. The Tribe has submitted its request
to the Bureau of Indian Affairs’ Northwest Regional Office asking that the Department acquire
the land in trust for gaming and non-gaming purposes. In January of this year, the Office of
Indian Gaming received a request from the Tribe seeking an opinion whether or not the land

will be eligible for gaming under the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act as “restored lands.” See 25
U.8.C. § 2719 (b)(1)(B)(iii). Review of the Tribe’s requests is underway.



As we conduct our review, the comments of state and local governments and the public will be
solicited during the preparation of an environmental impact statement pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act. We will review and address these comments prior to issuing a final
decision on the Tribe’s application.

Thank you for your interest in this matter.

Sincerely,

b

Paula L. Hart
Director, Office of Indian Gaming


















