//7’ A
Ll LA PF 0L

[ A2 /
! s LT

% S T
LA -

L7 4 < ’/". L . mtEr Y / i »

/9
I
e & z:‘:,i;{_;’___ﬂ_

f 3 { , __.’::-J -
J_/ /_'I ,.;:fl A7 h‘:,m » ) p 7 , £z
-7 A = ’ ; A /] i’flé.-—'..ijd/ffzﬂ_";ﬁ,.é,é' r‘//_ 7 L.j‘iﬁ &

880L0g



™

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
Secretarial Correspondence Transmittal

Date ES Received: 01/03/2011 ES Tracking #: ES0-00024577

Date Forwarded fcr Signature: 01/03/2011

To:
From:

Subject:

Feinstein, Dianne; Moran, James; Simpson, Michael; Alexander, Lamar
Salazer, Kenneth L.

Secretary

Depariment of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240-0001

Recreation Fee Program Submission #210 for approval of Recreation Fee 20% Project
Construct Rio Grande River Crossing Facility in Boguillas Canyon in Big Bend National
Park

Response 4 |efters to the Chairman and Ranking members on the Appropriation committees

Summary:

informing them of the use: of Recreation Fee funding to construct a new boarder
crossing within Big Bend National Park.

Lead Response Office: NPS

Response Writer: NPS
Surnaming Office Approved By Date Approved
FWP Sobeck 12/17/2010
NPS Wenk 12/17/2010
PMB Suh 12/21/2010
Sol Gary 12/27/2010
Deputy Secretary
Chief of Staff A =

f \ 73 3 | & q I

A A Ny - -

Deputy Chief of Staff \ .*’ :U._, NG NLLE LNz l y / [
Associate Deputy Secretary :'1

] 4
Senior Advisor |<?u.-»..‘ Aud. !’/ 1 ] 1]
Executive Secretariat \\@;K S \ \‘\'\v \}

Secretary

SIGMAC:

COMMENTS:

Other (NOT SECRETARY):




THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

WASHINGTON
JAN 19 201
The Honorable Mike Simpson
Chairman, Subcommittee on Interior, Environment,
and Related Agencies

Committee on Appropriations
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Simpson:

This letter is to provide notification for the use of $4.1million in National Park Service
Recreation Fee funding to construct a new border crossing facility within Big Bend National
Park in Texas. The site will be in Boquillas Canyon on the Rio Grande Wild and Scenic River.
The crossing is intended to facilitate opportunities for visitors. scientists and researchers to cross
the river into Mexico. This will replace the crossing that was closed in 2002.

The Department of the Interior and the Secretariat for Environment and Natural Resources of
Mexico are committed to strengthering cooperation in the Big Bend/ Rio Bravo Region of
Texas, Chihuahua, and Coahuila. Presidents Obama and Calderon support this cooperation and
issued a joint statement in May of 2010 that encourages that the two countries “preserve this
region of extraorclinary biological diversity.”

Interior is working closely with the Department of Homeland Security to reestablish a border
rowboat crossing by Spring, 2012. Connecting the protected areas of the region for staff,
researchers, and park visitors and eliminating the 11 hours of travel time between the official
points of entry will allow for greater cooperation between the parks.

The crossing facilities will accommodate visitors coming into the United States. The
Department of Homeland Security will designate the crossing as a remote, automated Port of
Entry. Certain facility requirements are needed and include a safe room for equipment, two
remote eniry stations, an information desk, public restrooms and building support areas. The
project will include the extension of potable water service to the area from Rio Grande Village.
located in Big Bend National Park, a distance of about 5,200 feet. It will also include sanitary
sewer service with a septic tank and leach field, connection to the existing electrical grid,
generator back up, a parking area for 20 cars and three recreational vehicles. and graveling of an
existing two-lane road for a distance of about 350 yards. An existing access trail to the River
will also be improved with widening, regarding, and surfacing.

It is our agreement with the Appropriations Committees that we inform you when the use of
Recreation Fee revenue for a project exceeds $500,000 in cost. We normally present these
projects and secure approval through the annual budget process. However, this project was
identified outside the normal cycle and there is urgency to the project that necessitates this
submission. Funding for this project is from Recreation Fee revenue that was collected by the



National Park Service and is unobligated. It is funded from the 20 percent portion that is used
for national priorities and allocated at the discretion of the Director of the National Park Service.
consistent with the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act.

Enclosed is a project data sheet that provides specifics about the project. This letter is being
submitted in accordance with the arrangements the Department of the Interior has with the House
and Senate Committees on Appropriations and we plan to proceed with this project unless we
hear from you within 30 days of your receipt of this letter. Thank you for your attention to this
request.

Similar letters are being sent to the Honorable Dianne Feinstein, Chairman, Subcommittee on
Interior, Environment and Related Agencies, Committee on Appropriations, United States
Senate: the Honorable James Moran, Ranking Minority Member. Subcommittee on Interior,
Environment and Related Agencies, Committee on Appropriations, House of Representatives:
and the Honorable Lamar Alexander, Ranking Minority Member, Subcommittee on interior,
Environment and Related Agencies, Committee on Appropriations, United States Senate.

Sincerely
Ken Salazar

Enclosure



THE [SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

JAN 19 201

The Honorable Lamar Alexander

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment,
and Related Agencies

Committee on Appropriations

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Alexander:

This letter is to provide notification for the use of $4.1million in National Park Service
Recreation Fee funding to construct a new border crossing facility within Big Bend National
Park in Texas. The site will be in Boquillas Canyon on the Rio Grande Wild and Scenic River.
The crossing is intended to facilitate opportunities for visitors, scientists and researchers to cross
the river into Mexico. This will replace the crossing that was closed in 2002.

The Department of the Interior and the Secretariat for Environment and Natural Resources of
Mexico are committed to strengthening cooperation in the Big Bend/ Rio Bravo Region of
Texas, Chihuahua, and Coahuila. Presidents Obama and Calderon support this cooperation and
issued a joint statement in May of 2010 that encourages that the two countries “preserve this
region of extraordinary biological diversity.”

Interior is working closely with the Department of Homeland Security to reestablish a border
rowboat crossing by Spring, 2012. Connecting the protected areas of the region for staff.
researchers, and park visitors and eliminating the 11 hours of travel time between the official
points of entry will allow for greater cooperation between the parks.

The crossing facilities will accommaodate visitors coming into the United States. The
Department of Homeland Security will designate the crossing as a remote, automated Port of
Entry. Certain facility requirements are needed and include a safe room for equipment. two
remote entry stations, an information desk, public restrooms and building support areas. The
project will include the extension of potable water service to the area from Rio Grande Village,
located in Big Bend National Park. a distance of about 5.200 feet. It will also include sanitary
sewer service with a septic tank and leach field, connection to the existing electrical grid,
generator back up, a parking area for 20 cars and three recreational vehicles, and graveling of an
existing two-lane road for a distance: of about 350 yards. An existing access trail to the River
will also be improved with widening, regarding, and surfacing.

[t is our agreement with the Appropriations Committees that we inform you when the use of
Recreation Fee revenue for a project exceeds $500.000 in cost. We normally present these
projects and secure approval through the annual budget process. However. this project was
identified outside the normal cycle and there is urgency to the project that necessitates this
submission. Funding for this project is from Recreation Fee revenue that was collected by the



National Park Service and is unobligated. It is funded from the 20 percent portion that is used
for national priorities and allocated at the discretion of the Director of the National Park Service.
consistent with the Federal Lands Fecreation Enhancement Act,

Enclosed is a project data sheet that provides specifics about the project. This letter is being
submitted in accordance with the arrangements the Department of the Interior has with the House
and Senate Committees on Appropriations and we plan to proceed with this project unless we
hear from you within 30 days of your receipt of this letter. Thank you for your attention to this
request.

A similar letter is being sent to the Honorable Dianne Feinstein, Chairman, Subcommittee on
Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies, Committee on Appropriations, United States
Senate: the Honorable Mike Simpson, Chairman. Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and
Related Agencies, Committee on Appropriations, United States House of Representatives: and
the Honorable James Moran, Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies,
Committee on Appropriations, United House of Representatives.

Sincerely
Ken Salazar

Enclosure



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

™M 19 201

The Honorable Janies P. Moran

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment,
and Related Agercies

Committee on Appropriations

United States House of Representatives

Washington. D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Moran;

This letter is to provide notification for the use of $4.1million in National Park Service
Recreation Fee funding to construct & new border crossing facility within Big Bend National
Park in Texas. The site will be in Boquillas Canyon on the Rio Grande Wild and Scenic River.
The crossing is intended to facilitate opportunities for visitors, scientists and researchers to cross
the river into Mexico. This will replace the crossing that was closed in 2002,

The Department of the Interior and the Secretariat for Environment and Natural Resources of
Mexico are committed to strengthening cooperation in the Big Bend/ Rio Bravo Region of
Texas, Chihuahua, and Coahuila. Presidents Obama and Calderon support this cooperation and
issued a joint statement in May of 2010 that encourages that the two countries “preserve this
region of extraordinary biological diversity.”

Interior is working closely with the Department of Homeland Security to reestablish a border
rowboat crossing by Spring, 2012. Connecting the protected areas of the region for staff,
researchers, and park visitors and eliminating the 11 hours of travel time between the official
points of entry will allow for greater cooperation between the parks.

The crossing facilities will accommodate visitors coming into the United States. The
Department of Homeland Security will designate the crossing as a remote, automated Port of
Entry. Certain facility requirements are needed and include a safe room for equipment, two
remote entry stations, an information desk, public restrooms and building support areas. The
project will include the extension of potable water service to the area from Rio Grande Village,
located in Big Bend National Park, a distance of about 5,200 feet. It will also include sanitary
sewer service with a septic tank and leach field, connection to the existing electrical grid,
generator back up. a parking area for 20 cars and three recreational vehicles, and graveling of an
existing two-lane road for a distance of about 350 yards. An existing access trail to the River
will also be improved with widening, regarding, and surfacing.

It is our agreement with the Appropriations Committees that we inform you when the use of
Recreation Fee revenue for a project exceeds $500,000 in cost. We normally present these
projects and secure approval through the annual budget process. However, this project was
identified outside the normal cycle and there is urgency to the project that necessitates this
submission. Funding for this project is from Recreation Fee revenue that was collected by the



National Park Service and is unobligated. It is funded from the 20 percent portion that is used
for national priorities and allocated at the discretion of the Director of the National Park Service.
consistent with the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act.

Enclosed is a project data sheet that provides specifics about the project. This letter is being
submitted in accordance with the arrangements the Department of the Interior has with the House
and Senate Committees on Appropriations and we plan to proceed with this project unless we
hear from you within 30 days of your receipt of this letter. Thank you for your attention to this
request.

Similar letters are being sent to the Honorable Dianne Feinstein, Chairman, Subcommittee on
Interior, Environment and Related Agencies, Committee on Appropriations, United States
Senate; the Honorable Lamar Alexander. Ranking Minority member, Subcommittee on Interior.
Environment and Related Agencies, Committee on Appropriations, United States Senate: and the
Honorable Mike Simpson, Chairman, Subcommittee on Interior, Environment and Related
Agencies, Committee on Appropriations, House of Representatives.

Sincerely
Ken Salazar

Enclosure



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

JAN 19 201

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein

Chairman, Subcoramittee on Interior, Environment,
and Related Agencies

Committee on Appropriations

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Feinstein:

This letter is to provide notification for the use of $4.1 million in National Park Service
Recreation Fee funding to construct a new border crossing facility within Big Bend National
Park in Texas, The site will be in Boquillas Canyon on the Rio Grande Wild and Scenic River.
The crossing is intended to facilitate opportunities for visitors. scientists, and researchers to cross
the River into Mexico. This will replace the crossing that was closed in 2002.

The Department of the Interior and the Secretariat for Environment and Natural Resources of
Mexico are committed to strengthening cooperation in the Big Bend/ Rio Bravo Region of
Texas, Chihuahua, and Coahuila. Presidents Obama and Calderon support this cooperation and
issued a joint statement in May, 2010, that encourages that the two countries “preserve this
region of extraordinary biological diversity.”

Interior is working closely with the Department of Homeland Security to reestablish a border
rowboat crossing by spring, 2012. Connecting the protected areas of the region for staff.
researchers, and park visitors and eliminating the 11 hours of travel time between the official
points of entry will allow for greater cooperation between the parks.

The crossing facilities will accommodate visitors coming into the United States. The
Department of Homeland Security will designate the crossing as a remote, automated Port of
Entry. Certain facility requirements are needed and include a safe room for equipment, two
remote entry stations. an information desk, public restrooms, and building support areas. The
project will include the extension of potable water service to the area from Rio Grande Village.
located in Big Bend National Park, a distance of about 5.200 feet. It will also include sanitary
sewer service with a septic tank and leach field, connection to the existing electrical grid,
generator back up. a parking area for 20 cars and three recreational vehicles, and graveling of an
existing two-lane road for a distance of about 350 yards. An existing access trail to the River
will also be improved.

It is our agreement with the Appropriations Committees that we inform you when the use of
Recreation Fee revenue for a project exceeds $500,000 in cost. We normally present these
projects and secure approval through the annual budget process. However. this project was
identified outside the normal cycle and there is urgency to the project that necessitates this
submission. Funding for this project is from Recreation Fee revenue that was collected by the



National Park Service and is unobligated. It is funded from the 20 percent portion that is used
for national priorities and allocated at the discretion of the Director of the National Park Service.
consistent with the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act.

Enclosed is a project data sheet that provides specifics about the project. This letter is being
submitted in accordance with the arrangements the Department of the Interior has with the House
and Senate Committees on Appropriations and we plan to proceed with this project unless we
hear from you within 30 days of your receipt of this letter. Thank you for your attention to this
request.

Similar letters are being sent to the Honorable Lamar Alexander. Ranking Minority Member,
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment and Related Agencies. Committee on Appropriations,
United States Senate; the Honorable Mike Simpson, Chairman, Subcommittee on Interior,
Environment and Related Agencies, Committee on Appropriations, House of Representatives;
and the Honorable James Moran. Ranking Minority member, Subcommittee on Interior,
Environment and Related Agencies, Committee on Appropriations, House of Representatives.

Sincerely

o, Selorgn

Ken Salazar

Enclosure
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Q Padilla, Joan <joan_padilia@ios.del.gov>

Re: For Review: Secretaries Jewell, Guerra Celebrate the Big Bend/Rio Bravo Consarvation Partnership, Anniversary of
Boqulllas Point of Entry

1 mossage

.
Fseth, Lorl <lon_faeth@ios,dol.gov> Sat, Apr 11, 2016 at B:42 PM
To: "Kershaw, Jessica® <jessica_keorshaw@ios.dol gov>

Ca: *Beyor, Emily” <emily_beyer@ios.doi.gov>, "Androfl, Blake® <blake_androfi@ios.dol.gov>, Press_Review <press_review{ios.doi.gov>, Dan Ashe <d_m_ashe@fws gov>,
Betsy Hildebrandt <betsy_hildebrandt@fws gov>, Gavin Shire <gavin_shire@fws.gov>, Michasl Bean <Michael_bean@ios.dol.gov>, “Padilia, Joan® <Joan_Padila@ios.dol.gov>,
Craig Domett <Craig_dorsett@ios.doi.gov>, Ethan Taylor <ethan_taylor@ios.doi.gov>, Jonathan Jarvis <Jon_jarvis@npa.gov>, Marganst O'Dell <Peagy_ODell@nps.gov>, April
Sloyton <april_slayton@nps.gov>, Roberia D'Amico <Roberta_D'Amico@nps.gov>, david elkowitz <David_Elkowitz@nps.gov>

Thanks Jessica.

The sveni(s) went GREAT! Such a good and important message about how & border should be operated, conservation, economic devalopment and the amazing partnership we
hava with Mexico to preserve 3 million acres of desert plus an important part of a critical nver that is the boundary betwesn our nations. The Secretary did an amazing job and
took the time to shake hands with a lot of folks including ail of the fire fighting crow memben.'

Plus, whal better way to cross an international border than by row boat?77?
Wildfiowers - amazing. Folks whe have lived in the region for decades have never seen them like this. The Park wanted 1o shine.

Thanks to everyone who worked really hard to make this event a success.

On Sat, Apr 11, 2015 at 3:27 PM, Kershaw, Jessica <jessica_kershaw@ios dol gov> wiole:
News West TV: U.S. and Mexico Officials Signed the Wildfire Protection Agreement as a Collaboration Effort

Posted: Apr 10, 2015 10:21 PM EDT
Updated: Apr 10, 2015 11:38 PM EDT

By Zora
NewsWest 9

BOQUILLAS, MEX - The Unlied States and Mexican officlals are working together to fight wildfires. They signed an agreement Friday, called the Wildfire Protecilon
Agreement, that will aflow the pannership to bring both sides of the border together (o help prevent and manage wildfires that can be very dangerous Lhe environment of the
Big Bend-Rio Bravo region.

Sally Jewsll, U.S, Secretary of the Interdor, said, *Il will ba nice to sign a new agreemen, Ihat updates the agreement frem 1989, thal will take us bayond 10 miles or 16
kilometers to cross our border and in 1o both countries as we fight the wildiife fires thal are going lo be getting hotler, dryer, and mone dangerous In this time of a changing
climate.*

With such a long ara of bordar shared between Mexico and the U.5,, Il was lime to make a change.

Will Hurd, U.S. Representative, District 23, sald, "We share over 2,000 together and fires know no boundary, And in having agreements in placs, in advancs, so Lhat we can
make sura that we stop these no matler where the fires stops and that we peol our resources in order to preserve our areas protect our cilizens and protect tha bio diversity
that's here i this region.*

U.S. Secratary Jewall and Juan Jose Guema Abud, the Mexican Environment and Natural Resources Secralary along with ather U.S -Maxico officials came together to sign
the Wildfire Agrsement as another step In preserving the Big Bend-Rio Bravo region.

Now that the agreemeni has been signed, officials from the United States and Mexico look forwand (o cooperating with one another to protect regions landscape and peopls
on both sides of the border,

On Saturday, Apdl 11, 2015, Beyer, Emily <emily_beyen@ios doi. gov> wrote:
hitp:/hwasw houstons hronkcle, cominews/ article/Border-crossing-reopaning-nvigorates-Mexicotown8 182793 php

Border crossing reopening invigorates Mexico town

Mexican village just across from Big Bend sees tourism rise
By Melissa Aguilar April 10, 2018 Updsiad: April 10, 2015 9:36pm

Thanks Biake. Sounds like the Wikdland fire signing ceremony will take placel
Sent from my IPhone

hitps J/mail.google.com/mail Wl 7ul=28ik=5eed603%af8view= pthas_has=%22intsrnational %20park%228as_sizecperator=s_sl&as_sizeunit=s_smblas _subs... 1/10
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»Tm: Melissa Aquilar

Image1ofd

| Adrian Valdez rows across the Rio Grande to Boquillas, Mexico,

IMAGE 1 OF 8

Adrian Valdez rows across the Rio Grande to Boquillas, Mexico.

LIG BEND NATIONAL PARK - Fortunes have changed in Boguillas del Carmen, Mexico, a tiny little
village just a stone's throw over the Rio Grande River from Big Bend National Park.

It's been two years since the popular crossing from the park to Boquillas reopened to tourists, Friday, both
: sides celebrated the cooperation it took to get the crossing back open. Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell
and her Mexican counterpart, Juan José Guerra Abud, Mexico's secretary of the environment and natural

resources, flew in for twin ceremonies on both sides of the border.
: TWc have the opportunity with Boquillas to encourage thoughtful ecological tourism," Jewell said.

| The border crossing closed in 2002, just eight months afier 9/11, cutting off the remote town from its
| livelihood - U.S. park visitors who wanted to cross the Rio Grande for a couple of dollars and get a taste of
| Mexico.

|
hitps /imail google.com/mail W/ Mi=28ik=5eed603%af&view=ptlas_has=%22international %20park%228as_sizeoperator=s_sl8as_sizeunit=s_smbdas_subs... 2/10



Y2016 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Re: For Review: Secretaries Jewsll, Guerra Celebrate the Big Bend/Rio Bravo Conservation Partnership, Ann
| f'rncia Orosco Oreste, 27, who runs Boquillas Restaurant, smiled wide when asked what the reopening has
done for the town. "We have business. We have money now,” she said. "Life has changed a lot. We are very
ﬁonwnt." Her husband, Adrian Valdez, rows the small ferry boat across the Rio Grande. They and their two
children have lived in Boquillas all their lives.

Orosco and many of the women in the town sell embroidered and quilted bags, as well RELATED
as animal sculptures shaped out of copper wire and beads,

Federal funds available for humanitarian
aid along border

Many Boquillas residents left when the border closed and they couldn't make a living.
Now they are coming back. There were 90 residents two years ago; now there are 140,
Before, there was only an elementary school. Now a secondary school has opened,

Where and how to
capture a majestic
view of planets, stars

In addition to improving conditions in Boquillas, the two governments are
collaborating on environmental issues in Big Bend and Mexico's adjacent Rio Bravo
region,

Chinatl Mot Springs is
a rugged oasis In Big
Bend

“The park is a symbol for what the border can be - a place that brings us together, not
| gne that divides us," said U.S. Ambassador to Mexico Earl Wayne, who also took part
' in the ceremonies. Afler the event at Big Bend's new Boquillas Crossing Port of Entry
' building, the celebration moved across the river to Boquillas.

Blg Bend well worth
the drive west

jcwcll called Big Bend and Rio Bravo one of the most bio-diverse areas in the world.
'fButterﬂies, reptiles, flowers, plants, birds - they don't know of this artificial
boundary.”

he quoted President Franklin D. Roosevelt, who in 1944 wrote to Mexican President Avila Camacho: "I do
ot believe that this undertaking in the Big Bend will be complete until the entire park area in this region on
' Hoth sides of the Rio Grande forms one great international park."

The visiting dignitaries witnessed Big Bend at its best. The desert is in full bloom this US & WORLD

month. Bluebonnets, mallow, asters, yucca, ocotillo and prickly pear blossoms line the

roads. Funeral set for black

! driver fatally shot by
white officer

Big Bend usually gets 350,000 visitors a year. "But we're way ahead of that (pace) this

| year, probably due to the rain, good weather and low gas prices,” said David Elkowitz,
e national park’s chief of interpretation. He also credits social media, since the park
Has increased Wi-Fi availability.

Adelaide Leavens of Fort Worth was one of the Big Bend supporters who worked to
get the crossing back. "I was devastated at the closing," she said. "The crossing was so
innocuous."

|
| | Leavens first visited with ber husband years ago. "I fell in love with the park. [ love

‘ Mexico. | love the simplicity of the border crossing here."

ttp://www.chron . com/life/travel/article/Big-Bend-border-crossing-reopens-
‘ 182146.php

https J/mail.google.com/mall/Wly7ui=28ik=5eed603%l&view=ptéas_has=%22international%20park%%228as_sizecperator=s_sl&as_sizeunit=s_smblas_subs... 310

& il
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l-Diontrs Moore, |

. of North

' Charleston,

| 8.C., centsr,

i lights a candle
during a rally
in North
Charfeston,
§.C. on Friday,
Aprl 10, 2015
protesting the
fatal police
shooting of
Walter Scott.
Scott was
kilied by a
police officer
after a traffic
stop on
Saturday,
Officer Michael
Slager has
been fired and
charged with

_murder.

Rublo presidential run will begin scramble
to flll his seat

Man charged with threat to kill Boehner has
hearing set

Robbers elude police in wild, fatal San
Franclsco chase

10 deputies on leave
after California horse
chase beating

|
hitps:/imail.google.com/mall/wl/ui=28ik=50ed6030aiBview=plias_has=%22international %20park%228as_sizecperalor=s_s|&as_sizeunit=s_smblas_subs... 4/10
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|
https/imail google.com/mail/w0/ Tui=28ik="50ed6039%af&view=pt&as_has=%22international%20park%228as_sizeoperator=s_sl&as_sizeunit=s_smb&as_subs... 510
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lesin this frame
from video
provided by
KNBC-TV,
officers beat
and kick a man
Thursday, April
9, 2015, near
Apple Valley,
Calif. A
Southem
Califomia
sheriff on
Thursday
orderad an
immediate
invastigation
after deputles
were recorded
beating and
kicking a man
who fled ina
car and on
horseback.
MANDATORY |
CREDIT !

Re-opened border crossing, Big Bend supporters boost fortunes in

Boquillas

By Melissa Aguilar | Apl 10, 2015 | Updated: April 10, 2015 5:54pm

Comments 1 1 E-maﬂ prini 0
BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK — Fortunes have changed
in Boquillas del Carmen, Mexico, a tiny little village just &

stone’s throw over the Rio Grande River fram Big Bend
National Park,

II's been two years since the popular crossing from the
park to Boquillas reopened lo lourists. Friday, both sides
celabrated the cooperation Il look Lo gat the crossing
back open. Sscrelary of the Inlerior Sally Jewsll and her
Mexican counlerpan, Juan José Guema Abud, Mexica's
sacretary of the environment and natursl resources, flew
in for twin ceremonies on both sides of the border.

“We have the opportunity with Boguillas to encourage
thoughtful ecological tourism,” Jewell said.

Closad in 2002, just eight months after @11, the mmole
lown was cut off from iLs livelihood ~ U.S, park visitors
who wanted to cross the Rio Granda for & couple of
doflars and gel a laste of primitive Mexico.

Lucia Orosco Oreste, 27, who runs Boquilias Restaurant,
Photo By Mekssa Aguilsr/Houston Chronicle smiled wide when asked whal the recpening has done for

the tawn, "We have business. We have money now,” she
The desert is in bioom In Big Bend Nalional Park. S8, e o olingiel s o, Wi ey s, e
husband, Adnan Valdez, rows the small farry boal across
the Rio Grande, They and their two children have lived in
Boquillas all their ives.

Orosco and many of the women In the town sedl
embroidered and quilted bags, as well as animals shaped
out of copper wire and beads.

Many Boquillas residents left when they couldn't make a
living. Now they are coming back. There were 90
rasidents (wo years ago; now (here are 140, Belore, thers
was only an elemeniary schocl. Now a secondary school
2s opened,

hitpsJ/imail google.com/mail W7 = 28ik=5eed8030af&view=pllas_has=%22inlernational%20park%228as_sizecperalor=s_sl8as_sizeunil=s_smb8as_subs... 810
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In addilion lo improving conditions in Boguillas, the two
govemments are collaborating on environmental Issuves
in Big Bend and Mexica's adjacent Rio Bravo region.

*The park is a symbol for what the border canbe - a
place that brings us togsther, nol one that divides us,”
sald U.S. Ambassador lo Mexico Earl Wayne, who also
took part In the ceremonies. After the avent at Big
Bend's new Boquillas Crossing building, the celebration
moved across the river ta Boquillas.

Jewell called Big Bend and Rio Bravo one of the mos!
biodiversa areas in the world. "Butterflies. reptiles,
flowers, plants, birds - they donl know of this antificial
boundary.*

She quoled President Franklin D. Rocsevell, who in 1944
wrote to the Mexican president Avila Camacho: *| do nol
believe thal this underiaking in the Big Bend will ba
complete until tha antire park area in this megion on both
sides of the Rio Grande forms one great intemational
m_n

The visiting dignitaries witnessed Big Bend at its best
Tof 12 The desert is in full bicom. Blusbonnets, maliow, 8s187s,
yucca, ocotilio and prickly pear blossoms line the roads,

u, Big Bend usually gets 350,000 visitors a year. "Bul we're

‘ way ahead of that [pace) this year, probably due to the
rain, good weather and low gas prices, * said David
Elkowitz, Big Bend's Chief of Inlerpratation. He also
credits soclal media, since the park has increased WIF|

availability.

Adelaide Leavens of Fort Worth was one of the Big Bend
supporters who worked to gel the crossing back. | wes
devastaled at the closing,” she sald, "The crossing was so Innocuous.”

Lavens first visited with her husband years ago. *I fsll in love with the park. | love Mexico. | love the simplicity of
Related Stories the border crossing here.”
Beautiful photos of Big Bend

National Park

http:/fwww.newswestS.com/slory/2BT776084/us-and-mexico-officlale-signed-the-wildfire-protection-agreement-as-a-
oollaboration-efion

U.S. and Mexico Officials Signed the Wildfire Protection Agreement as a Collaboration Effort

Pogied: Apw 10, 2015 10:21 PM EDT
Updated. Apr 10, 2016 11:38 PM EDT

By Zora Asberry

NewsWest §

BOQUILLAS, MEX - The United States and Mexican officials are working together (o fight wildfires. They signed an
agreement Friday, called the Wiidfire Protection Agreement, that will allow the parinership lo bring both sides of the border
together to help prevent and manage wildfires that can be very dangerous the environment of the Big Bend-Rio Bravo
region.

Sally Jewell, U_S, Secretary of the Inlerior, said, "It will be nice lo sign a new agreement, that updates the agreament from
1999, that will take us beyond 10 miles or 16 kilometers to cross our border and in to bath countries as ws fight the wildiife

hifps //mail.google.com/mal WiPui= 28] k= 5eedf038af8view=pthas_has=%2intermational %20park%228as_sizecperator=s_sllas sizeunit=s_smblas subs... 7/10
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fires that are going to ba getling holter, dryar, and mare dangerous in this tima of a changing climats.*
With such a long area of border shared between Mexico and the U.S., it was fime 1o make a change.

Will Hurd, U.S. Representative, District 23, said, "We share over 2,000 logether and fires know no bhoundary, And in having agresments in place, in advancs,

50 that we can make sure that we stop these no matter where the fires stops and that we pool our resources in order 1o preserve our areas prolect our
citizens and protect the bio dversity that's here | this region.”

U.S. Secretary Jewell and Juan Jose Guerra Abud, the Mexican Environment and Natural Resources Secretary along with other U.S.-Mexico officials came

together to sign the Wildfire Agreement as another slep in preserving the Big Bend-Rio Bravo region,

Now that the agreement has been signed, officials from the United States and Mexico look forward to cooperating with one ancther to protect regions
landscape and people on both sides of the border.

On Apr 7, 2015, at :47 PM, "Androff, Blake® <blake_androff@ios. doi.gov> wiole:

Allached and copied below is a drafl press release that DOI will issue on Friday In conjunction with the event in Big Bend National Park and Mexico.

Given the time It takes for these binalional joint press releases 1o be approved, ploase send me (DO NOT REPLY ALL) wny suggested edils by COB on
‘Wednesday, April B, 2015.

Note that the wildfire protection agreement language has been added Since an sarfier vemion was circulated Tor Intemal review.
Thanks!

Besi,

Blake

Blake Androfi

Directer of Communications

LS Department of the Interior

Office: (202) 208-8416 | Calt: (202) 725-7435

April 10, 2015
Contscts: Jfessica Kershaw (Interior), Interior_Press@los.dol.gov
MEXICO CONTACT

Secretaries Jewell, Guerra Celebrate the Big Bend/Rio Bravo Conservation
Partnership, Anniversary of Boquillas Point of Entry

Sign U.S.-Mexico Wildfire Protection Agreement

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK— Secretary of the [nterior Sally Jewell and Mexican Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Juan
José Guerra Abud today velebrated the two-year anniversary of the Boquillas Port of Entry (POE) as well as the ongoing binational
conservation initiatives in the region. The POE facilitates coordination between the two countries in the protection and preservation of the
Big Bend/Rio Bravo region — North America’s largest and most diverse desert ecosystem,

Jewell and Guerra in Boquillas, Mexico today also signed a U.S -Mexico Widlfire Prolection Agreement (o expand collaboration and
‘ cooperstion across both countries on fire prevention and suppression efforts. Wildland fire is a common occurrence along the border,

“As neighbors and partners protecting this diverse and ecologically rich region, the United States and Mexico share a continuing
commitment foward fulfilling a conservation vision President Roosevelt and President Camacho proposed over sixty years ago,” said

‘ Secretary Jewell, “With the support of Secretary Guerra and our counterparts in Mexico, we celebrate the latest steps in the long and
productive history of bilateral cooperation in the conservation of natural and cultural resources between the United States and Mexico.™

“Today, the Governments of Mexico and the United States, celebrate our continuing commitment to transboundary cooperation,” said
Secretary Guerra. “*The Big Bend/Rio Bravo Conservation Initiative is a model envisioned by our Presidents; it is & dream shared by many
| [ ﬁm mﬂmsii::d a:d lem'oim fwml and future ones. In sum, it is an example of the best our governments and people can pursue

' coopers Jormt w

' “When you come to an area as remote and as beautiful as Big Bend, it truly changes your perception of what a border is and what o border
can be,” said U.S. Ambassador to Mexico Anthony Wayne, “There is a line - the river in this case - that politically marks the boundaries of
our two countries. But for a tourist, for a park ranger, for a conservationist, and for anyone whe has visited this spectacular place, one thing
is clear: what we share here — the seamless flow of nature across both banks of the river —is far stronger and far more enduring than what
divides us.”

hitps//mail.google.com/mall /\W0/7ul=28ik=5eed603%af8view=ptlas_has="%22international %20perk%228as_s|zeoperator=s_sllas_sizeunit=s_smb8as_subs...
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In 2011, the United States and Mexico agreed to a binational conservation initiative and working plan to continue coordination in the
protection and preservation of the Big Bend/Rio Bravo region.

As part of these efforis, the two couniries established the international Port of Entry facility at Boquillas Crossing within Big Bend National
Park. Opened on April 10, 2013, it provides an entry point between both countries for visitors and scientists, Travel across the border is
primarily by rowboat.

Home to 446 species of birds, 3,600 species of insects, more than 1,300 plants, and 75 species of mammals, the Big Bend region of Texas
and the Mexican states of Chihuahua and Coahuila provide a unique opportunity for scientists, natural resource managers, and park staff to
collaborate in areas that will benefit the people, the landscapes, and the wildlife on both sides of the border.

Steps taken since the binational conservation initiative include cooperation by the Los Diablos Fire Crew and CONANP/CONAFOR fire
brigades, and the National Park Service removal of more than 20 miles of invasive river cane from the Rio Grande.

Big Bend, Maderas del Carmen, and Santa Elena Canyon protected areas, through their sister park relationship, continue to implement
annual work plans that contribute to resource conservation, staif training, and improved binational coordination along a shared boundary.

The Science and Resource Management Division at Big Bend National Park, in conjunction with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Sul Ross State University, the Commission for Environmenlal Cooperation, and pariner agencies in Mexico
have been engaged in a multi-faceted conservation program for the Big Bend region and corresponding Monunento Rio Bravo del Norte
stretch of the Rio Grande and its tributaries.

In the late 1930s, President Roosevelt began exploring options with Mexico for the designation of an international park in the Big Bend
Region of Texas and Mexican states of Chihuahus and Coahuila. Over fifty years later, Mexico established Canon de Santa Elena in
Chihuahua and Maderas del Carmen in Coahuila protected areas. In June 2009, Mexico designated Ocampo Natural Protected Area, filling
the gap and forming a contiguous set of protected areas across from Big Bend National Park.

The National Park Service manages 250 miles of the Big Bend Reach and the Mexican National Commission of Natural Protected Areas
manages nearly 300 miles through the Monumento Natural Rio Bravo del Norte. Conservation efforts include the establishment of
ecological monitoring protocols, tributary assessment and reforestation, a study of transboundary aquifers, and exotic plant management.

For photos from today’s events, please click, HERE,

<04-10-15 Binational Press Relaase on POE - DRAFT v1.docx>

Emily Beyer

Deputy Press Secrelary

U.S. Department af the interior

Office: (202) 208-5205 | Cell: (202) 568-0168
emify_beyen@ios.dof.gov

Jessica Kershaw

Press Secretary, 1.8, Dept of the Interior
@DO]PressSec

0: 202-208-6416

C; 202-669-0068

Lofi Faeth

U.5. Depariment of tha Interior
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Intemational Affairs
202-208-4852
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COMNECT

Padllla, Joan <Joan_padilia@ios.dol.gov>

Re: For Review: Secretaries Jewell, Guerra Celebrate the Big Bend/Rio Bravo Conservation Partnership, Anniversary of

Bogquillas Point of Entry
1 message

Kershaw, Jesslca <jessica_kershaw@ios doi.gov> Sat, Apr 11, 2015 at 3:27 PM
To: "Bayer, Emily" <emily_beyen@ios.doi.gov>

Cc: Lort Fasth <lorl_fasth@ios.dol.gov>, "Androff, Blake”™ <blake_androff@ios.dol.gov>, Press_Review <press_review(@ios.dol.gov>, Dan Ashe <d_m_ashe@fws.gov>, Betsy
Hildebrandt <belsy_hildebrandi@fws.gov>, Gavin Shire <gavin_shire@fws.gov>, Michael Bean <Michael_bean@ios.dol.gov>, "Padilla, Joan" <Joan_Padilla@ios.dol.gov>, Cralg
Dorsett <Craig_dorsett@ios dai, gov>, Ethan Taylor <ethan_taylor@ios.doi.gov>, Jonathan Jarvis <Jon_jarvis @nps.gov>, Mamaret O'Dell <Peggy_O'Dell@nps.gov>, April
Slayton <april_slaylon@nps.gov>, Roberla D'Amico <Roberta_D'Amico@nps.gov>, david elkawitz <David_Elkowitz@nps.gov>

News West TV: U.S. and Mexico Officials Signed the Wildfire Protection Agreement as a Cecllaboration Effort

Posted: Apr 10, 2015 10:21 PM EDT
Updsted: Apr 10, 2015 11:38 PM EDT

By Zora Asberry
NewsWest 9

BOQUILLAS, MEX - The United States and Mexican officlals are working together to fight wildfires. They signed an agreement Friday, calied the Wildfire Protection
Agreament, that will allow the parinership to bring both sides of the border together to help prevent and manage wildfires that can be vary dangerous the environment of the
Big Bend-Rio Bravo region.

Salty Jewell, |1.S. Secretary of the Interior, said, "It will be nice to sign a new agreement, that updates the agreement from 1999, that will take us beyond 10 miles or 16
kilometers lo cross our border and in to both countries as we fight the wikdlife fires thal are going lo be getting hotter, dryer, and more dangerous in this lime of a changing
climats.”

With such a long area of border shared between Mexico and the U.S., it was time to make a change.

Will Hurd, U.S. Representative, District 23, said, “Wa shara over 2,000 togsther and fires know no boundary. And in having agreements in place, in advance, so thal we can
make sure that we stop these no matter whare the fires stops and that we pool our resources in order to preserve our areas protect our citizens and protect the blo diversity
that's here | this region.”

\.S. Secratary Jewell and Juan Jose Guerra Abud, Ihe Mexican Environment and Nalural Resources Secretary along with other U.S.Mexico officials came logether to sign
the Wildfire Agreement as anolher step in preserving the Big Bend-Rio Bravo region,

Now that the agreement has been signed, officials from the United States and Mexico look forward to cooperating with one enother to protect regions landscape and people
an both sides of tha border.

On Saturday, April 11, 2015, Beyer, Emily <emily_beyer@ios.dol.gov> wrole:
hitp://www.houstonchronicle.com/naws/article/Bordercrossingreapening-nvigorates-Mexicotown-6192793.php

Border crossing reopening invigorates Mexico town

Mexican village just across from Big Bend sees tourism rise

By Melissa Agullar April 10, 2015 Updatad: April 10, 2015 9:36pm

e

Thanks Blake. Sounds like the Wildland fire signing ceremony will take place!
Sent from my iPhone
On Apr 7, 2015, at 9:47 PM, "Androff, Blake" <blake_androfi@ios doi.gov> wrole:

Aftached and copied below is a draflt press release that DO| will issue on Friday In conjunction with the event in Big Bend National Park and Mexico.

Given the time it takes for these binational joinl press releases to be approved, please send me (DQ NOT REPLY ALL) any suggesied edits by COB on
| Wednesday, April 8, 2015,

Note that the wildfire protection agreement language has been added since an eariler version was circulated for intemnal review.
Thanks!

Best,

https J/mall.geogle.com/mall AWy 7ui= 28ik=5ead6030af8view=ptlas_has=%22international%20park%22&as_sizeoperator=s_slas_sizeunit=s_simb&as_subs... 111
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Photo: Melissa Aguilar
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Adrian Valdez rows across the Rio Grande to Boguillas, Mexico.

E10F9

]
Adrian Valdez rows across the Rio Grande to Boquillas, Mexico.

| &iG BEND NATIONAL PARK - Fortunes have changed in Boquillas del Carmen, Mexico, a tiny little
Jil!agt: just a stone's throw over the Rio Grande River from Big Bend National Park.

s been two years since the popular crossing from the park to Boquillas reopened to tourists, Friday, both
sides celebrated the cooperation it took to get the crossing back open. Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell
. and her Mexican counterpart, Juan José Guerra Abud, Mexico's secretary of the environment and natural
resources, flew in for twin ceremonies on both sides of the border.

"We have the opportunity with Boquillas to encourage thoughtful ecological tourism," Jewell said.

The border crossing closed in 2002, just eight months after 9/11, cutting off the remote town from its

livelihood - U.S. park visitors who wanted to cross the Rio Grande for a couple of dollars and get a taste of
| .

Mexico,

hitps Jim ail.google.com/mail/w0/Pui=2&ik=5eed6038af&view=ptias_has=%22international%20park%228as_sizeoperalor=s_sl&as_sizeunit=s_smbé&as_subs... 2/11
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Lucia Orosco Oreste, 27, who runs Boquillas Restaurant, smiled wide when asked what the reopening has
done for the town. "We have business. We have money now," she said. "Life has changed a lot. We are very
content." Her husband, Adrian Valdez, rows the small ferry boat across the Rio Grande. They and their twe
children have lived in Boquillas all their lives.

Orosco and many of the women in the town sell embroidered and quilted bags, as well RELATED
as animal sculptures shaped out of copper wire and beads.

Federal funds avallable for humanitarian
aid along border

4‘8!!)’ Boquillas residents left when the border closed and they couldn't make a living,
MNow they are coming back. There were 90 residents two years ago; now there are 140,

Before, there was only an elementary school. Now a secondary school has opened, i sl b

capture a8 majestic

In addition to improving conditions in Boquillas, the two governments are view of planets, stars

collaborating on environmental issues in Big Bend and Mexico's adjacent Rio Bravo

region. Chinati Hot Springs is

a rugged oasis In Big
¢ park is a symbol for what the border can be - 2 place that brings us together, not Bend

Jnr: that divides us," said U.S. Ambassador to Mexico Earl Wayne, who also took part

in the ceremonies. After the event at Big Bend's new Boquillas Crossing Port of Entry

building, the celebration moved across the river to Boquillas,

Big Band well worth
the drive west

Jewell called Big Bend and Rio Bravo one of the most bio-diverse areas in the world.
"Butterflics, reptiles, flowers, plants, birds - they don't know of this artificial

#hc quoted President Franklin D. Roosevelt, who in 1944 wrote to Mexican President Avila Camacho: "I do
i believe that this undertaking in the Big Bend will be complete until the entire park area in this region on
q;h sides of the Rio Grande forms one great intenational park."

J‘M visiting dignitaries witnessed Big Bend at its best. The desert is in full bloom this US & WORLD
0

nth. Bluebonnets, mallow, asters, yueca, ocotillo and prickly pear blossoms line the
Funeral set for black
s driver fatally shot by
white officer

ear, probably due to the rain, good weather and low gas prices," said David Elkowitz,

jig Bend usually gets 350,000 visitors a year. "But we're way ahead of that (pace) this

the national park's chief of interpretation. He also credits social media, since the park
has increased Wi-Fi availability.

Adelaide Leavens of Fort Worth was one of the Big Bend supporters who worked to
g'et the crossing back. "I was devastated at the closing," she said. "The crossing was so
innocuous.”

vens first visited with her husband years ago. "1 fell in love with the park. I love
exico. I love the simplicity of the border crossing here."

http://www.chron.com/life/travel/article/Big-Bend-border-crossing-recpens-
6192146.php

httpsJimail google.com/mailw(Viul =28 k=5eedb030altview=plias_has=%22inernational %20park %228as_sizecperalor=s_si&as_sizeunil=s_smblas subs... 31}
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DJJIontn Moore,
of North
Charleston,
S.C., center,
lights a candle
during a rally
In North
Charleston,
S.C. on Friday,
April 10, 2015
protesting the
fatal police
shooting of
Walter Scott.
Scott was |
killed by a
police officer
after a traffic
stop on
Saturday.
Officer Michasl
Slager has
been fired and
charged with
murder.

Rublo presidential run will begin scramble
to fill his seat

Man charged with threat to kill Boehner has
hearing set

Robbers elude police in wild, fatal San
Franclsco chase

10 deputies on leave

after California horse
chase beating

hittps //mail.google.com/mail W0/ 7ui=28ik=5eed603%af&view=plias_has="%22international %20park%228as_sizeoperator=s_sl&as_sizeunit=s_smb&as_subs... 511
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ile-opened border crossing, Big Bend supporters boost fortunes in

Boquillas

By Mellssa Aguilar | April 10, 2015 | Updated: April 10, 2015 5:54pm

Gommens1| Emad|  Poo

Photo By Melssa AgulsrHouston Chroniels
The desert is in bioom in Big Band Nalional Park.

hitps/fmiaiil.google.comimail WlVPui=28ik=50ed603%f8view=pllas_has="%22inlernational %20park%228as_sizecperatlor=s_sl&as_sizeunit=s_smb&as subs... 7/

[#3n this frame |
from video
provided by
KNBC-TV,
officers beat
and kick a n-ni
Thursday, April,
9, 2015, near |
Apple Valley,
Calif. A
Southem
Califomia
sheriff on
Thursday
ordered an
immediate
Investigation
after deputles
were recorded
beating and
kicking a man
who fledin a
car and on
horseback.
MANDATORY
CREDIT

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK ~ Fortunes have changed
in Boqulllas del Carmen, Mexico, a tiny little village just a
slone's throw over the Rio Grande River from Big Bend
National Park.

I's been Iwo years since the popular crossing from the
park to Bogquillas reopened (o lourists. Friday, both sides
celebrated the cooperation it took to get the crossing
back open. Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell and her
Mexican counterpart, Juan José Guema Abud, Mexico's
secretary of lhe environment and natural resources, Mew
In for twin ceremonies on both sides of the border.

"We have the opporiunity with Boquillas to encourage
thoughtful acological tourdsm,” Jewell said.

Closed in 2002, jus| eight months after 8/11, the remote
Llown was cul off from its livelihood = U.S. park visitors
whao wanted (o cross the Rio Grande for a couple of
dollars and gel a taste of primitive Mexico.

Lucla Orosco Oreste, 27, who runs Boquillas Restaurant,
smiled wide when asked whal the reopening has done for
the town, “"We have business. We have money now,” she
said. "Life has changed a lol. We are very content.” Her

husband, Adrian Vaidez, rows the small ferry boal across

sy’
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the Rio Grande. They and their two children have lived in
Boguillas all their lives.

Orosco and many of the women in the town sall
embroidered and quilted bags, as well as animals shaped
out of copper wirs and beads,

Many Boquillas residents left when (hey couldnl make a
living. Now they are coming back. There were 90
residents two years ago; now there are 140. Before, there
was only an elementary school. Now i secondary school
as opened.

in addition to improving conditions in Boquillas, the twa
govemments are collaborating on environmental lssues
in Big Bend and Mexico's adjacent Rio Bravo reglon.

*Tha park is a symbol for whal the border can be - a
place that brings us logether, not one (hat divides us *
said U.S. Ambassador to Mexica Earl Wayne, who also
took part in the caramonies. After he evenl al Big
Band's new Boquillas Crossing building, the celebration
moved across the river to Boquillas.

Jewsll called Big Bend and Rio Brava one of the most
biodiverse areas in the world, “Butterfes, repliles,
flowers, plants, birds — they domY know of (his anificial
boundary.”

She quoted President Frankiin D. Roosevolt, who In 1944
wrote 1o the Mexican president Avila Camacha: *1 do not
believe that this undertaking in the Big Bend will be
complele until the entire park area in this region on both
sides of the Rlo Grande lorms one greal intermnalional
m..

The visiting dignitanes witnessed Big Bend at its best,
The desert s In full bloom. Bluebonnets, mallow, asters,
yucca, ocolillo and prickly pear blessoms line the roads,

Big Bend usually gets 350,000 visitors a year. *But we're
way ahead of that [pace] this year, probably due to the
rain, good weather and low gas prices, " said David
Elkowitz, Big Bend's Chief of Interpretation. He also
credils social media, since the park has increased Wi-Fi
availability.

Adelaide Leavens of Fort Worth was one of tha Big Bend
suppartars who worked 1o get the crossing back. "I was

devastaled al (he closing,* she sald. "The crossing was so Innocuous .*

Levens first visiled with her husband years ago, *| fell in love with the park. | love Mexico. | love Lhe simplicity of

I "
Related Stories .
. o BigBeng M@ border crosaing here.

National Park

rttpodfwww. news wes 19. com/ stony/ 287 76084/ us-and-mexico-afficials-signed-the-wildlire-protection-agreement-as-a-collaboration-efiort

U.S. and Mexico Officials Signed the Wildfire Protection Agreement as a Collaboration Effort

Foatad: Apr 10, 2015 10:21 PM EDT
Upcated: Apr 10, 2015 11:38 PM EDT
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By Zora Asberry
NewsWest 9

BOQUILLAS, MEX - The United States and Mexican officials are working logether to fight wildfires, They signed an
agreement Friday, called the Wiidfire Protection Agreament, that will allow the partnership to bring both sides of the border
together to help prevent and manage wildfires that can be very dangerous the environment of the Big Bend-Rio Bravo

Sally Jewell, U.S. Secrslary of the Inferior, sald, "It will be nice to sign a new agreement, that updates the agreement from
1898, that will take us beyond 10 miles or 16 kilometars lo crass our border and in lo both couniries as we fight the wildlife
fires that are going to be getting hotter, dryer, and more dangerous in this time of a changing climate.”

With such & long area of border shared between Mexico and the U.S., it was time to make a change.

Will Hurd, U.S. Representative, District 23, sald, "We share over 2,000 together and firas know no boundary. And in having agreements In place, in advance,
50 that we can make sure that we stop these no matter where the fires stops and that we pool our resources in order lo preserve our areas protect our
citizans and protect the bio diversity that's here i this region "

U.S. Sacretary Jewel and Juan Jose Guerra Abud, the Mexican Environment and Natural Resources Secretary along with other U.S.-Mexico officials came
togather to sign the Wildfire Agreement as another step in preserving the Big Band-Rio Bravo region.

Now hal the agreemant has been signed, officials from the Unitad Stales and Mexico look forward to cooperating with one another to prolect ragions
lndscape and people on both sides of the border.

Bilake

Blake Androff

Dirnctor of Communications

U5 Department of the interior

Office: {202) 208-6416 | Cell: (202} 725-7435

— ————————

April 10, 2015
Contacts: Jessica Kershaw (Interior), Interior_Press@ios.doi.gov
MEXICO CONTACT

Secretaries Jewell, Guerra Celebrate the Big Bend/Rio Brave Conservation
Partnership, Anniversary of Boquillas Point of Entry

Sign U.S.-Mexico Wildfire Protection Agreement

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK— Sccretary of the Intenor Sally Jewell and Mexican Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Juan
José Guerra Abud today celebrated the two-year anniversary of the Boquillas Port of Entry (POE) as well as the ongoing binational
conservation initiatives in the region. The POE facilitaies coordination between the two countries in the protection and preservation of the
Big Bend/Rio Bravo region — North America's largest and most diverse desert ecosystem.

Jewell and Guerra in Boquillas, Mexico today also signed a U.S.-Mexico Widlfire Protection Agreement to expand collaboration and
cooperation across both countries on fire prevention and suppression efforts. Wildland fire is & common oceurrence along the border.

*As neighbors and partners protecting this diverse and ecologically rich region, the United States and Mexico share a continuing
commitment toward fulfilling a conservation vision President Roosevelt and President Camacho proposed over sixty years ago,” said
Secretary Jewell. “With the support of Secretary Guerra and our counterparts in Mexico, we celebrate the latest steps in the long and
productive history of bilateral cooperation in the conservation of natural and cultural resources between the United States and Mexico,”

“Today, the Governments of Mexico and the United States, celebrate our continuing commitment to transboundary cooperation,” said
Secretary Guerra, “The Big Bend/Rio Brayo Conservation Initiative is a model envisioned by our Presidents; it is a dream shared by many
past generations; and a legacy for present and future ones. In sum, it is an example of the best our governtments and poople can pursue
through cooperation and joint work."

“When you come to an arca as remote and as beautiful as Big Bend, it truly changes your perception of what a border is and what a border
can be," said U.S. Ambassador to Mexico Anthony Wayne. “There is a line - the river in this case - that politically marks the boundaries of
our two countries. But for a tourist, for a park ranger, for a conservationist, and for anyone who has visited this spectacular place, one thing
is clear: what we share here — the seamless flow of natutre across both banks of the tiver — is far stronger and far more endunng than what
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divides us.”

Im 2011, the United States and Mexico agreed to a binational conservation initiative and working plan to continue coordination in the
protection and preservation of the Big Bend/Rio Brave region,

As part of these efforts, the two countries eslablished the intemational Port of Entry facility at Boquillas Crossing within Big Bend National
Park. Opened on April 10, 2013, it provides an entry point between both countries for visitors and scientists, Travel scross the border is
primarily by rowboat,

Home to 446 species of birds, 3,600 species of insects, more than 1,300 plants, and 75 species of mammals, the Big Bend region of Texas
and the Mexican states of Chihuahua and Coabuila provide a unique oppertunity for scientists, natural resource managers, and park staff to
collaborate in areas that will benefit the people, the landscapes, and the wildlife on both sides of the border.

Steps taken since the binational conservation initiative include cooperation by the Los Diablos Fire Crew and CONANP/CONAFOR fire
brigades, and the National Park Service removal of more than 20 miles of invasive river cane from the Rio Grande.

Big Bend, Maderas del Carmen, and Santa Elena Canyon protected areas, through their sister park relationship, continue to implement
annual work plans that contribute to resource conservation, staff training, and improved binational coordination along # shared boundary.

The Science and Resource Management Division at Big Bend National Park, in conjunction with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department,
US. Fish and Wildlife Service, Sul Ross State University, the Commission for Environmental Cooperation, and partner agencies in Mexico
have been engaged in a mulli-faceted conservation program for the Big Bend region and corresponding Monunento Rio Bravo del None
stretch of the Rio Grande and its tributaries.

In the late 1930s, President Roosevelt began exploring options with Mexico for the designation of an international park in the Big Bend
Region of Texas and Mexican states of Chihuahua and Coahuila, Over fifty years later, Mexico established Canon de Santa Elena in
Chihuahua and Maderas del Carmen in Coahuila protected areas. In June 2009, Mexico designated Ocampo Naturnl Protected Aren, filling
the gap and forming a contiguous set of protected ureas across from Big Bend National Park.

The National Park Service manages 250 miles of the Big Bend Reach and the Mexican National Commission of Natural Protected Areas
manages nearly 300 miles through the Monumento Natural Rio Bravo del Norte. Conservation efforts include the establishment of
ecological monitoring protocols, tributary assessment and reforestation, a study of transboundary aquifers, and exotic plant management,

For photos from today s eveats, please click, HERE,

<(4-10-15 Binational Press Redease on POE - DRAFT v1.docx>

Emily Beyer

Deputy Press Secretary

.5, Department of the Interior

Office; (202) 208-5205 | Cell: (202) 568-0168
emily_beyen@ios.doi.gov

Jessica Kershaw

Press Secretary, U.S. Deptof the Interior
@DO01PressSec

Q: 202-208-6416

C: 202-669-0068
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Padilla, Joan <joan_padilla@los.dol.gov>

Re: For Review: Secretaries Jewell, Guerra Celebrate the Big Bend/Rio Bravo Conservation Partnership, Anniversary

of Boquillas Point of Entry
1 message

Beyer, Emily <emily_beyen@ios.dol.gov> Sat, Apr 11, 2015 at 10:40 AM
To: Lod Faeth <lof_fasth@los.dol. gov>

Cc: "Androff, Blake” <blake_androff@ios.dol.gov>, Press_Review <press_review@ios.dol.gov>, Dan Ashs <d_m_ashe@fws.gov>, Betsy Hildebrand!
<betsy_hildebrandt@fws.gov>, Gavin Shire <gavin_shire@fws.gov>, Michael Bean <Michasl_bean@ios.dol.gov>, "Padilla, Joan® <.Joan_Padilla@ios.doi.gov>, Craig Dorsett
<Craig_dorsett@jos.dol.gov>, Ethan Taylor <ethan_taylor@ios.doi.gov>, Jonathan Jarvis <Jon_jervis@nps gov>, Margaret O'Dell <Peggy_O'Deli@nps.gov>, April Slayton
<april_slayton@nps.gov>, Roberta D'Amico <Roberta_’Amico@nps.gov>, david elkowitz <David_Eikowilz@nps.gov>

hitp://www, houstonchronicle.com/news/aricle/Border-cros sing-recpening-nvigorates-Mexico-lown-5 192793, php

Border crossing reopening invigorates Mexico town

Mexican village just across from Big Bend sees tourism rise

By Melissa Aguilar April 10, 2015 Updated: April 10, 2015 9:36pm

Tharks Blake. Sounds like the Wildland fire signing cersmony will lake place!
Sent fram my iPhone

On Apr 7, 2015, at §:47 PM, "Androff, Blake" <blake_androff@ios.doi gov> wrole:

Altached and copied below is a draft press release that DO| will Issue on Friday in conjunction with the avent in Big Bend National Park and Maxico,

Given the (ime i takes for thess binational Joint press releases to be approved. please send me (DO NOT REPLY ALL) any suggested edits by COB on
Wednasday, April 8, 2015.

Note that the wildfire proiection agreement language has been added since an eariar version was circulated for intemal raview.
Thanks!
Best,

Blake
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Photo: Mellssa Aguilar

Image10f9

Adrian Valdez rows across the Rio Grande to Boquillas, Mexico.

IMAGE 1 OF 9

Adrian Valdez rows across the Rio Grande to Boquillas, Mexico.

4]16 BEND NATIONAL PARK - Fortunes have changed in Boquillas del Carmen, Mexico, a tiny little
village just a stone's throw over the Rio Grande River from Big Bend National Park.

It's been two years since the popular crossing from the park to Boquillas reopened to tourists, Friday, both
sides celebrated the cooperation it took to get the crossing back open. Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell
and her Mexican counterpart, Juan José Guerra Abud, Mexico's secretary of the environment and natural
resources, flew in for twin ceremonies on both sides of the border.

':lWe have the opportunity with Boquillas to encourage thoughtful ecological tourism,"” Jewell said.

The border crossing closed in 2002, just eight months after 9/11, cutting off the remote town from its
ivelihood - U.S. park visitors who wanted to cross the Rio Grande for a couple of dollars and get a taste of

hitps//mail google.com/mail fu/0/ 2ui=28ik=5eed603%af&view=ptdas_has="%22international%20park%228as_sizeoperator=s_sl8as_sizeunit=s_smb&as subs... 2/10
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*chico.

Lucia Orosco Oreste, 27, who runs Boquillas Restaurant, smiled wide when asked what the reopening has
done for the town. "We have business. We have money now," she said. "Life has changed a lot. We are very
¢ontent," Her husband, Adrian Valdez, rows the small ferry boat across the Rio Grande. They and their two
children have lived in Boquillas all their lives.

Orosco and many of the women in the town sell embroidered and quilted bags, as well RELATED
s animal sculptures shaped out of copper wire and beads.

Federal funds available for humanitarian
aid along border

Many Boquillas residents left when the border closed and they couldn't make a living,
Now they are coming back, There were 90 residents two years ago; now there are 140,
Before, there was only an elementary school. Now a secondary school has opened.

Where and how to
capture a majestic
view of planets, stars

In addition to improving conditions in Boquillas, the two governments are
collaborating on environmental issues in Big Bend and Mexico's adjacent Rio Bravo
region.

Chinati Hot Springs is
a rugged oasis in Big
Bend

"The park is a symbol for what the border can be - a place that brings us together, not
one that divides us," said U.S. Ambassador to Mexico Earl Wayne, who also took part
in the ceremonies. After the event at Big Bend's new Boquillas Crossing Port of Entry
building, the celebration moved across the river to Boquillas.

1

lmll called Big Bend and Rio Bravo one of the most bio-diverse areas in the world.
"Butterflies, reptiles, flowers, plants, birds - they don't know of this artificial

e

Big Bend well worth
the drive west

She quoted President Franklin D, Roosevelt, who in 1944 wrote to Mexican President
ﬁvila Camacho: "I do not believe that this undertaking in the Big Bend will be complete until the entire park
grea in this region on both sides of the Rio Grande forms one great international park."

The visiting dignitaries witnessed Big Bend at its best. The desert is in full bloom this US & WORLD
month. Bluebonnets, mallow, asters, yucca, ocotillo and prickly pear blossoms line the
roads.

Big Bend usually gets 350,000 visitors a year. "But we're way ahead of that (pace) this il aaitad il
year, probably due to the rain, good weather and low gas prices,"” said David Elkowitz, driver fatally shot by
¢ national park's chief of interpretation. He also credits social media, since the park white citicer
increased Wi-Fi availability.

Adelaide Leavens of Fort Worth was one of the Big Bend supporters who worked to
get the crossing back. "I was devastated at the closing,"” she said. "The crossing was so

irmocuuus."

Leavens first visited with her husband years ago. "I fell in love with the park. I love
Mexico. I love the simplicity of the border crossing here."

http://www.chron.com/life/travel/article/Big-Bend-border-crossing-reopens-
5192146.php
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| Diontre Moore,
of North
Charleston,
5.C., center,
lights a candle
during a rally
in North
Charleston,
S.C. on Friday,
April 10, 2015
protesting the
fatal police
shooting of
Walter Scott.
Scott was
killed by a
police officer
after a traffic
stop on
Saturday.
Officer Michael
Slager has
been fired and
charged with
murder. Tu |

Rubio presidential run will begin scramble
to fill his seat

Man charged with threat to kill Boehner has
hearing set

Robbers elude police In wild, fatal San
Francisco chase

10 deputles on leave

after Califomia horse
chase beating

https//mail.google.com/mailiw/Q/?ui=28ik=5eed603%f&view=ptias_has=%22inter national %20park%22&as_sizeoperator=s_sl&as_sizeunit=s_smbd&as_subs... 4/10
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Re-opened border crossing, Big Bend supporters boost fortunes in

Boquillas

By Melissa Aguilar | April 10, 2015 | Updated: April 10, 2015 5:54pm

nis 1 Email|  Pint

Fholo By Melssa AguliarMouston Chronicle

The desert Is in bloom In Big Bend National Park,

https:/imail.google.com/mall/w0/?ui=28ik=5eed603%afSview=pt8as_has="%22international %20park%228as_sizeoperator=s_sl&as_sizeunit=s_smb&as_subs... 7/10

Eﬁln this frame
from video
provided by
KNBC-TV,
officers beat
and kick a man
Thursday, April
9, 2015, near
Apple Valley,
Calif. A
Southem
California
sheriff on
Thursday
ordered an
Immediate

‘ investigation |

after deputies

‘ were recorded
beating and

| kicking a man
who fled in a
car and on
horseback.
MANDATORY
CREDIT

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK - Foriunes have changed
in Boquillas del Cammen, Mexico, a liny little village just a
stona's throw over the Rio Grande River from Big Bend
National Park.

it's been two years since the popular crossing from the
park to Boquillas reopened to tourists. Friday, both sides
celsbrated the cooperation it took to get the cressing
back open, Secretary of Lthe Interior Sally Jewell and her
Mexican counterpart, Juan José Guema Abud, Mexico's
secratary of the environment and natural resources, flew
in for twin ceremonies on both sides of the border.

"We have the opportunity with Boquillas to encourage
thoughtful acological tourism,” Jewell said.

Closed in 2002, just sight months after 9/11, the remote
town was cut off from its llvelihood — U.S. park visitors
who wanted to cross the Rio Grande for a couple of
doliars and get a taste of primitive Mexico.

Lueia Orosco Oreste, 27, who runs Boquillas Restaurant,
smiled wide when asked what the rsopaning has done for
the town. "We have business, We have money now," she
said. "Life has changed a lol. We are very content,” Her
husband, Adrian Valdez, rows the small ferry boat across
tha Rio Grande. They and their two children have lived in
Boquillas all thair lives.

Orosco and many of the women in the lown sell
embroiderad and quilled bags, as well as animals shaped
out of copper wire and beads,

Many Boquillas residents left when they couldn make a
living. Now they are coming back. Thera were 90
residents two years ago. now there are 140. Before, there
was only an elementary school. Now a secondary school
as opened.
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In addition to impraving conditions in Boguilias, the two
govemments are collaborating on environmental issues
In Big Bend and Mexico's adjacent Rio Bravo region.

"The park is a symbol for what the border can be - a
place that brings us together, not one thal divides us,”
sald U.S, Ambassador o Mexico Earl Wayne, who also
took part in the ceremonies. After the event at Big
Bend's new Boquillas Crossing building, the celebration
maoved across the river lo Boqulllas,

Jewell called Big Bend and Rio Bravo one of ihe mosl
biodiverse areas in the world. *Butterfiles, reptiles,
flowers, plants, birds — they don know of this artificial
boundary.”

She quoted President Franklin D. Roosevelt, who In 1944
wrote to thae Mexican president Avila Camacho: ") do not
believe that this underiaking in the Big Bend will bs
complete until the entire park area in this region on both
sides of the Rio Grande forms one great intemational
pﬂt..

The visiting dignitaries witnessed Big Bend at s best.
The desert is in full bloom. Bluebonnets, mallow, asters,
yucca, ocolillo and prickly pear blossoms line the roads.

Big Bend usually gels 350,000 visitors a year, *But we're
way ahead of that [pace] this year, probably due to the
rain, good weather and low gas prices, " said David
Elkowitz, Big Bend's Chief of Interpretation. He also
credits social media, since the park has increased Wi-Fi
availability.

Adelaide Leavens of Fort Worth was one of the Big Bend

supporters who worked 1o get the crossing back. °| was devastated at the closing,” she said, “The crossing was so

innocuous.”

Relaled Stories Levens first visited with her husband years ago. *I fall in love with the park. 1 love Mexico. | love the simplicity of

Beautiful photos of Big Bend the border crossing here.”
Mational Park

hitp:/Twww newswestd, com/story/28776084/us-and-mexico-officials-signed-the-wildfire-protection-agreement -as-a-collaboration-effort

.S, and Mexico Officials Signed the Wildfire Protection Agreement as a Collaboration Effort

m‘ﬂ" 10, 2015 10:21 PM EDT
Ulpdated: Apr 10, 2015 11:38 PM EDT

By Zora Asberry
NewsWest @

BOQUILLAS, MEX - The United States and Mexican officials are working together to fight wildfires. They signed an
agreement Friday, called the Wildfire Protection Agreement, that will allow the partnership to bring both sides of the barder
together lo help prevent and manage wildfires that can be very dangerous the environment of the Big Bend-Rio Bravo

region.

Sally Jewell, U.S. Secrelary of the Interior, said, "Il will be nice o sign a new agreement, that updates the agreement from

Hitps2/fmail.google.com/mallAw0/?2ui=28ik="50ed603%faview=ptdas_has="%22inernational %20park%228as_sizeoperalor=s_sl8as_sizeunit=s_smblas_subs... &10
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1999, that will take us beyond 10 miles or 16 kilometers to cross our border and in to both countries as we fight the wildlife
fires that are going to be getting hotter, dryer, and more dangerous in this time of a changing climate.”

With such a long area of border shared between Mexico and the U.S., it was time to make a change.

Will Hurd, U.S. Representative, District 23, said, "We share over 2,000 together and fires know no boundary. And in having agreemenis in place, in advance,
so that we can make sure that we stop these no matter where the fires stops and that we pool our resources In order to preserve our areas prolect our
ditizens and protect the bio diversity that's here | this region.”

lii.s. Secretary Jewell and Juan Jose Guerra Abud, the Mexican Environment and Natural Resources Secretary along with other U,S .-Mexico officials came
Wmmmmmalwmenlasanmmpln preserving the Big Bend-Rio Bravo region.

Now thal the agreement has been signed, officials from the United States and Mexico look forward to cooperating with one another 1o protect regions
landscape and people on both sides of the border.

Blake Androff

Director of Communications

U.S. Department of the Interior

Office: (202) 208-6416 | Cell: (202) 725-7435

April 10,2015
Contacts: Jessica Kershaw (Interior), Interior_Press@ios.doi.gov
MEXICO CONTACT

Secretaries Jewell, Guerra Celebrate the Big Bend/Rio Bravo Conservation
Partnership, Anniversary of Boquillas Point of Entry

Sign U.S.-Mexico Wildfire Protection Agreement

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK— Sccretary of the Interior Sally Jewell and Mexican Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Juan
José Guerra Abud today celebrated the two-year anniversary of the Boquillas Port of Entry (POE) as well as the ongoing binational
conservation initiatives in the region. The POE facilitates coordination between the two countries in the protection and preservation of the
Big Bend/Rio Bravo region — North America’s largest and most diverse desert ecosystem.

Jewell and Guerra in Boquillas, Mexico today also signed a U.S.-Mexico Widlfire Protection Agreement to expand collaboration and
cooperation across both countries on fire prevention and suppression efforts. Wildland fire is a common occurrence along the border.

“As neighbors and partners protecting this diverse and ecologically rich region, the United States and Mexico share a continuing
commitment toward fulfilling a conservation vision President Roosevelt and President Camacho proposed over sixty years ago,” said
Sccretary Jewell. “With the support of Secretary Guerra and our counterparts in Mexico, we celebrate the latest steps in the long and
productive history of bilateral cooperation in the conservation of natural and cultural resources between the United States and Mexico.”

“Today, the Governments of Mexico and the United States, celebrate our continuing commitment to transboundary cooperation,” said
Secretary Guerra. “The Big Bend/Rio Bravo Conservation Initiative is a model envisioned by our Presidents; it is a dream shared by many
past generations; and & legacy for present and future ones. In sum, it is an example of the best our governments and people can pursue
through cooperation and joint work.”

“When you come to an area as remote and as beautiful as Big Bend, it truly changes your perception of what a border is and what a border
can be,” said U.S. Ambassador to Mexico Anthony Wayne. “There is a line - the river in this case - that politically marks the boundaries of
our two countries. But for a tourist, for a park ranger, for a conservationist, and for anyone who has visited this spectacular place, one thing
is clear: what we share here — the seamless flow of nature across both banks of the river — is far stronger and far more enduring than what
divides us.”

In 2011, the United States and Mexico agreed to a binational conservation initiative and working plan to continue coordination in the
protection and preservation of the Big Bend/Rio Bravo region.

As part of these efforts, the two countries established the international Port of Entry facility at Boquillas Crossing within Big Bend National
Park. Opened on April 10, 2013, it provides an entry point between both countries for visitors and scientists. Travel across the border is
primarily by rowboat,

hitps://mail google.com/mail/wly?ui=28ik=5eed603%af8view=pilas_has=%22international %20park%228.as_sizeoperator=s_si8as_sizeunit=s_smb8as_subs... ¥10
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Home to 446 species of birds, 3,600 species of insects, more than 1,300 plants, and 75 species of mammals, the Big Bend region of Texas
and the Mexican states of Chihualiua and Coahuila provide a unique opportunity for scientists, natural resource managers, and park staff to
collaborale in areas that will benefit the people, the landscapes, and the wildlife on both sides of the border.

Steps taken since the binational conservation initiative include cooperation by the Los Diablos Fire Crew and CONANP/CONAFOR fire
brigades, and the National Park Service removal of more than 20 miles of invasive river cane from the Rio Grande.

Big Bend, Maderas del Carmen, and Santa Elena Canyon protected areas, through their sister park relationship, continue to implement
annual work plans that contribute 10 resource conservation, stafT training, and improved binational coordination along a shared boundary.

The Science and Resource Management Division at Big Bend National Park, in conjunction with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Sul Ross State University, the Commission for Environmental Cooperation, and partuer agencies in Mexico
have been engaged in a multi-faceted conservation program for the Big Bend region and corresponding Monunento Rio Brave del Norte
stretch of the Rio Grande and its tributaries.

In the late 1930s, President Roosevelt began exploring options with Mexico for the designation of an international park in the Big Bend
Region of Texas and Mexican states of Chihuahua and Coshuila. Over fifty years later, Mexico established Canon de Santa Elena in
Chihushua and Maderas del Carmen in Coahuila protected areas. In June 2009, Mexico designated Ocampo Natural Protected Area, filling
the gap and forming a contiguous set of protected areas across from Big Bend National Park.

The National Park Service manages 250 miles of the Big Bend Reach and the Mexican National Commiission of Natural Protected Areas
manages nearly 300 miles through the Monumento Natural Rio Bravo del Norte, Conservation efforts include the establishment of
ccological monitoring protocols, tributary assessment and reforestation, a study of transboundary aquifers, and exotic plant management.

For photos from today’s events, please click, HERE,

<04-10-15 Binatlonal Press Release on POE - DRAFT v1.docx>

Emily Beyer

Deputy Press Secretary

.5, Department af the Interior

Office: (202) 208-5205 | Celi: (202) 568-0168
emily_beyer{Dios. doi. pov
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BOSON
CONNECT

Padilla, Joan <joan_padilla@ios.doi.gov>

Fwd: For Review: Secretaries Jewell, Guerra Celebrate the Big Bend/Rio Bravo

Conservation Partnership, Anniversary of Boquillas Point of Entry
1 message

Padilla, Joan <joan_padilla@ios.doi.gov> Wed, Apr 8, 2015 at 12:12 PM
To: Michael Bean <michael_bean@ios.doi.gov>

FYI, my suggestions,

Forwarded message
From: Padilla, Joan <joan_padilla@ios.doi.gov>

Date: Wed, Apr 8, 2015 at 11:58 AM

Subject: Re: For Review: Secretaries Jewell, Guerra Celebrate the Big Bend/Rio Bravo Conservation
Partnership, Anniversary of Boquillas Point of Entry

To: "Androff, Blake" <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>

Blake,
Thank you for this. A couple of items. Seems like in first sentence we would call Sec. Jewell the US Sec of the

Interior since we call Guerra the Mexican Environment and Natural Resources Secretary. Will the press
release go out in Spanish in US? Why is it we are celebrating the two-year anniversary? Don't
usually see that, You will probably be asked why a border crossing is located in this site? Are there
other very rural sites such as this.

On Tue, Apr 7, 2015 at 10:47 PM, Androff, Blake <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
| Attached and copled below is a draft press release that DOI will issue on Friday in conjunction with the event
in Big Bend National Park and Mexico.

| Given the time it lakes for these binational joint press releases o be approved, please send me (DO NOT
| REPLY ALL) any suggested edits by COB on Wednesday, April 8, 2015,

Note that the wildfire protection agreement language has been added since an eariier version was circulated
for intemal review.

Thanks!
Best,

Blake

Blake Androff

Director of Communications

U.S. Department of the Interior

Office: (202) 208-6416 | Cell: (202) 725-7435

April 10, 2015

Contacts: Jessica Kershaw (Interior), Interior_Press@ios.doi.gov

hittpsJ/im il google.com/mall/wVui = 28lk=Seaedf030afBview=pllas_has="%22nlernalional % 20park%228as_sizecperator=s_sl8as_sizeunit=s_smblas subse... 1M




§/3/2016 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: For Review: Secretaries Jewell, Guerra Celebrate the Big Bend/Rio Bravo Conservation Partnership, A...

! MEXICO CONTACT

Secretaries Jewell, Guerra Celebrate the Big Bend/Rio Bravo
Conservation Partnership, Anniversary of Boquillas Point of
Entry

Sign U.S.-Mexico Wildfire Protection Agreement

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK— Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell and Mexican
Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Juan José Guerra Abud today celebrated the two-
year anniversary of the Boquillas Port of Entry (POE) as well as the ongoing binational
| conservation initiatives in the region. The POE facilitates coordination between the two countries in
the protection and preservation of the Big Bend/Rio Bravo region — North America’s largest and
most diverse desert ecosystem.

Jewell and Guerra in Boquillas, Mexico today also signed a U.S.-Mexico Widlfire Protection
Agreement to expand collaboration and cooperation across both countries on fire prevention and
suppression efforts. Wildland fire is a common occurrence along the border.

“As neighbors and partners protecting this diverse and ecologically rich region, the United States
and Mexico share a continuing commitment toward fulfilling a conservation vision President
Roosevelt and President Camacho proposed over sixty years ago,” said Secretary Jewell. “With the
support of Secretary Guerra and our counterparts in Mexico, we celebrate the latest steps in the
long and productive history of bilateral cooperation in the conservation of natural and cultural
resources between the United States and Mexico.”

“Today, the Governments of Mexico and the United States, celebrate our continuing commitment to
transboundary cooperation,” said Secretary Guerra. “The Big Bend/Rio Bravo Conservation
Initiative is a model envisioned by our Presidents; it is a dream shared by many past generations;
and a legacy for present and future ones. In sum, it is an example of the best our governments and
people can pursue through cooperation and joint work.”

“When you come to an area as remote and as beautiful as Big Bend, it truly changes your
perception of what a border is and what a border can be,” said U.S. Ambassador to Mexico
Anthony Wayne. “There is a line - the river in this case - that politically marks the boundaries of
our two countries. But for a tourist, for a park ranger, for a conservationist, and for anyone who has
visited this spectacular place, one thing is clear: what we share here — the seamless flow of nature
across both banks of the river — is far stronger and far more enduring than what divides us.”
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In 2011, the United States and Mexico agreed to a binational conservation initiative and working
plan to continue coordination in the protection and preservation of the Big Bend/Rio Bravo region.

As part of these efforts, the two countries established the international Port of Entry facility at
Boquillas Crossing within Big Bend National Park. Opened on April 10, 2013, it provides an entry
point between both countries for visitors and scientists. Travel across the border is primarily by

| rowboat.

Home to 446 species of birds, 3,600 species of insects, more than 1,300 plants, and 75 species of
mammals, the Big Bend region of Texas and the Mexican states of Chihuahua and Coahuila
provide a unique opportunity for scientists, natural resource managers, and park staff to collaborate
in areas that will benefit the people, the landscapes, and the wildlife on both sides of the border.

Steps taken since the binational conservation initiative include cooperation by the Los Diablos Fire
Crew and CONANP/CONAFOR fire brigades, and the National Park Service removal of more than
20 miles of invasive river cane from the Rio Grande.

Big Bend, Maderas del Carmen, and Santa Elena Canyon protected areas, through their sister park
relationship, continue to implement annual work plans that contribute to resource conservation,
staff training, and improved binational coordination along a shared boundary.

The Science and Resource Management Division at Big Bend National Park, in conjunction with
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Sul Ross State
University, the Commission for Environmental Cooperation, and partner agencies in Mexico have
been engaged in a multi-faceted conservation program for the Big Bend region and corresponding
| Monunento Rio Bravo del Norte stretch of the Rio Grande and its tributaries.

In the late 1930s, President Roosevelt began exploring options with Mexico for the designation of
an international park in the Big Bend Region of Texas and Mexican states of Chihuahua and
Coahuila. Qver fifty years later, Mexico established Canon de Santa Elena in Chihuahua and
Maderas del Carmen in Coahuila protected areas. In June 2009, Mexico designated Ocampo
Natural Protected Area, filling the gap and forming a contiguous set of protected areas across from
Big Bend National Park.

The National Park Service manages 250 miles of the Big Bend Reach and the Mexican National
Commission of Natural Protected Areas manages nearly 300 miles through the Monumento Natural
Rio Bravo del Norte. Conservation efforts include the establishment of ecological monitoring
protocols, tributary assessment and reforestation, a study of transboundary aquifers, and exotic
plant management.
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| For photos from today’s events, please click, HERE,
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Padilla, Joan <joan_padilla@ios.doi.gov>

Fwd: For Review: Secretaries Jewell, Guerra Celebrate the Big Bend/Rio Bravo

Conservation Partnership, Anniversary of Boquillas Point of Entry
1 message

Padilla, Joan <joan_padilla@ios.doi.gov> Wed, Apr 8, 2015 at 12:10 PM
To: Francisco Camillo <Francisco_Camillo@ios.doi.gov>

——— Forwarded message
From: Padilla, Joan <joan_padilla@ios.doi.gov>

Date: Wed, Apr 8, 2015 at 11:58 AM

Subject: Re: For Review: Secretaries Jewell, Guerra Celebrate the Big Bend/Rlo Bravo Conservation
Partnership, Anniversary of Boquillas Point of Entry

To: "Androff, Blake" <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>

Blake,
Thank you for this. A couple of items. Seems like in first sentence we would call Sec. Jewell the US Sec of the

Interior since we call Guerra the Mexican Environment and Natural Resources Secretary. Will the press
release go out in Spanish in US? Why is it we are celebrating the two-year anniversary? Don't
usually see that. You will probably be asked why a border crossing is located in this site? Are there
other very rural sites such as this.

On Tue, Apr 7, 2015 at 10:47 PM, Androff, Blake <blake_androff@ios .doi.gov> wrote:
| Attached and copied below is a draft press release that DOI will issue on Friday in conjunction with the event

i in Big Bend National Park and Mexico.

Given the time it takes for these binational joint press releases to be approved, please send me (DO NOT
REPLY ALL) any suggested edits by COB on Wednesday, April 8, 2015.

Note that the wildfire protection agreement language has been added since an earlier version was circulated
for intemal review,

Thanks!

Best,

|
Blake

Blake Androff

Director of Communications

U.S. Department of the Interior

Office: (202) 208-6416 | Cell; (202) 725-7435

April 10, 2015
Contacts: Jessica Kershaw (Interior), Interior_Press@ios.doi.gov

MEXICO CONTACT
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. Secretaries Jewell, Guerra Celebrate the Big Bend/Rio Bravo
' Conservation Partnership, Anniversary of Boquillas Point of
Entry

Sign U.S.-Mexico Wildfire Protection Agreement

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK— Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell and Mexican
Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Juan José Guerra Abud today celebrated the two-

' year anniversary of the Boquillas Port of Entry (POE) as well as the ongoing binational

' conservation initiatives in the region. The POE facilitates coordination between the two countries in
the protection and preservation of the Big Bend/Rio Bravo region — North America’s largest and
most diverse desert ecosystem.

Jewell and Guerra in Boquillas, Mexico today also signed a U.S.-Mexico Widlfire Protection
Agreement to expand collaboration and cooperation across both countries on fire prevention and
‘ suppression efforts. Wildland fire is a common occurrence along the border.

*As neighbors and partners protecting this diverse and ecologically rich region, the United States
and Mexico share a continuing commitment toward fulfilling a conservation vision President
Roosevelt and President Camacho proposed over sixty years ago,” said Secretary Jewell. “With the
support of Secretary Guerra and our counterparts in Mexico, we celebrate the latest steps in the
long and productive history of bilateral cooperation in the conservation of natural and cultural
resources between the United States and Mexico.”

“Today, the Governments of Mexico and the United States, celebrate our continuing commitment to
transboundary cooperation,” said Secretary Guerra, “The Big Bend/Rio Bravo Conservation
Initiative is a model envisioned by our Presidents; it is a dream shared by many past generations;
and a legacy for present and future ones. In sum, it is an example of the best our governments and
people can pursue through cooperation and joint work.”

“When you come to an area as remote and as beautiful as Big Bend, it truly changes your
perception of what a border 1s and what a border can be,” said U.S. Ambassador to Mexico
Anthony Wayne. “There is a line - the river in this case - that politically marks the boundaries of
our two countries. But for a tourist, for a park ranger, for a conservationist, and for anyone who has
visited this spectacular place, one thing is clear: what we share here — the seamless flow of nature
across both banks of the river — is far stronger and far more enduring than what divides us.”

In 2011, the United States and Mexico agreed to a binational conservation initiative and working
plan to continue coordination in the protection and preservation of the Big Bend/Rio Bravo region.
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As part of these efforts, the two countries established the international Port of Entry facility at
Boquillas Crossing within Big Bend National Park. Opened on April 10, 2013, it provides an entry
point between both countries for visitors and scientists. Travel across the border is primarily by
rowboat.

Home to 446 species of birds, 3,600 species of insects, more than 1,300 plants, and 75 species of
mammals, the Big Bend region of Texas and the Mexican states of Chihuahua and Coahuila '
provide a unique opportunity for scientists, natural resource managers, and park staff to collaborate
in areas that will benefit the people, the landscapes, and the wildlife on both sides of the border. ﬂ

Steps taken since the binational conservation initiative include cooperation by the Los Diablos Fire
Crew and CONANP/CONAFOR fire brigades, and the National Park Service removal of more than
20 miles of invasive river cane from the Rio Grande.

Big Bend, Maderas del Carmen, and Santa Elena Canyon protected areas, through their sister park
relationship, continue to implement annual work plans that contribute to resource conservation,
staff training, and improved binational coordination along a shared boundary.

The Science and Resource Management Division at Big Bend National Park, in conjunction with
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Sul Ross State ]
University, the Commission for Environmental Cooperation, and partner agencies in Mexico have
been engaged in a multi-faceted conservation program for the Big Bend region and corresponding
Monunento Rio Bravo del Norte stretch of the Rio Grande and its tributaries.

In the late 1930s, President Roosevelt began exploring options with Mexico for the designation of
an international park in the Big Bend Region of Texas and Mexican states of Chihuahua and
Coahuila, Over fifty years later, Mexico established Canon de Santa Elena in Chihuahua and
Maderas del Carmen in Coahuila protected areas. In June 2009, Mexico designated Ocampo !
Natural Protected Area, filling the gap and forming a contiguous set of protected areas across from
Big Bend National Park.

The National Park Service manages 250 miles of the Big Bend Reach and the Mexican National
Commission of Natural Protected Areas manages nearly 300 miles through the Monumento Natural
Rio Bravo del Norte. Conservation efforts include the establishment of ecological monitoring

| protocols, tributary assessment and reforestation, a study of transboundary aquifers, and exotic
plant management.

For photos from today's events, please click, HERE,

J
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Padilla, Joan <joan_padilla@ios.doi.gov>

Re: For Review: Secretaries Jewell, Guerra Celebrate the Big Bend/Rio Bravo

Conservation Partnership, Anniversary of Boquillas Point of Entry
1 message

Padilla, Joan <joan_padilla@ios.doi.gov> Wed, Apr 8, 2015 at 11:58 AM
To: "Androff, Blake™ <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>

Blake,

Thank you for this. A couple of items. Seems like in first sentence we would call Sec. Jewell the US Sec of the
Interior since we call Guerra the Mexican Environment and Natural Resources Secretary. Will the press
release go out in Spanish in US? Why is it we are celebrating the two-year anniversary? Don't
usually see that. You will probably be asked why a border crossing is located in this site? Are there
other very rural sites such as this.

On Tue, Apr 7, 2015 at 10:47 PM, Androff, Blake <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Attached and copied below is a draft press release that DOI will issue on Friday In conjunction with the event
in Big Bend National Park and Mexico.

Given the time it takes for these binational joint press releases to be approved, please send me (DO NOT
REPLY ALL) any suggested edits by COB on Wednesday, April 8, 2015,

Note that the wildfire protection agreement language has been added since an earlier version was circulated
for intemal review.

Thanks!
Best,

; Blake

Blake Androff
Director of Communications
U.S. Department of the Interior
| Office: (202) 208-6416 | Cell: (202) 725-7435

April 10, 2015
| Contacts: Jessica Kershaw (Interior), Interior_Press@ios.doi.gov

| MEXICO CONTACT
|

- Secretaries Jewell, Guerra Celebrate the Big Bend/Rio Bravo
Conservation Partnership, Anniversary of Boquillas Point of
Entry
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|
)

Sign U.S.-Mexico Wildfire Protection Agreement

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK— Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell and Mexican
Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Juan José Guerra Abud today celebrated the two-
year anniversary of the Boquillas Port of Entry (POE) as well as the ongoing binational
conservation initiatives in the region. The POE facilitates coordination between the two countries in
the protection and preservation of the Big Bend/Rio Bravo region — North America’s largest and
most diverse desert ecosystem.

Jewell and Guerra in Boquillas, Mexico today also signed a U.S.-Mexico Widlfire Protection
Agreement to expand collaboration and cooperation across both countries on fire prevention and
suppression efforts. Wildland fire is a common occurrence along the border.

“As neighbors and partners protecting this diverse and ecologically rich region, the United States
and Mexico share a continuing commitment toward fulfilling a conservation vision President
Roosevelt and President Camacho proposed over sixty years ago,” said Secretary Jewell. “With the
support of Secretary Guerra and our counterparts in Mexico, we celebrate the latest steps in the
long and productive history of bilateral cooperation in the conservation of natural and cultural
resources between the United States and Mexico.”

*Today, the Governments of Mexico and the United States, celebrate our continuing commitment to
transboundary cooperation,” said Secretary Guerra. “The Big Bend/Rio Bravo Conservation
Initiative is a model envisioned by our Presidents; it is a dream shared by many past generations;
and a legacy for present and future ones. In sum, it is an example of the best our governments and
people can pursue through cooperation and joint work.”

“When you come to an area as remote and as beautiful as Big Bend, it truly changes your

| perception of what a border is and what a border can be,” said U.S. Ambassador to Mexico
. Anthony Wayne. “There is a line - the river in this case - that politically marks the boundaries of

our two countries. But for a tourist, for a park ranger, for a conservationist, and for anyone who has
visited this spectacular place, one thing is clear: what we share here — the seamless flow of nature
across both banks of the river — is far stronger and far more enduring than what divides us.”

In 2011, the United States and Mexico agreed to a binational conservation initiative and working
plan to continue coordination in the protection and preservation of the Big Bend/Rio Bravo region.

As part of these efforts, the two countries established the international Port of Entry facility at

' Boquillas Crossing within Big Bend National Park. Opened on April 10, 2013, it provides an entry

point between both countries for visitors and scientists, Travel across the border is primarily by

| rowboat.
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Home to 446 species of birds, 3,600 species of insects, more than 1,300 plants, and 75 species of
mammals, the Big Bend region of Texas and the Mexican states of Chihuahua and Coahuila
provide a unique opportunity for scientists, natural resource managers, and park staff to collaborate
in areas that will benefit the people, the landscapes, and the wildlife on both sides of the border.

Steps taken since the binational conservation initiative include cooperation by the Los Diablos Fire
Crew and CONANP/CONAFOR fire brigades, and the National Park Service removal of more than
20 miles of invasive river cane from the Rio Grande.

Big Bend, Maderas del Carmen, and Santa Elena Canyon protected areas, through their sistcr'park
relationship, continue to implement annual work plans that contribute to resource conservation,
staff training, and improved binational coordination along a shared boundary.

The Science and Resource Management Division at Big Bend National Park, in conjunction with
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Sul Ross State
University, the Commission for Environmental Cooperation, and partner agencies in Mexico have
been engaged in a multi-faceted conservation program for the Big Bend region and corresponding
Monunento Rio Bravo del Norte stretch of the Rio Grande and its tributaries,

In the late 1930s, President Roosevelt began exploring options with Mexico for the designation of
an international park in the Big Bend Region of Texas and Mexican states of Chihuahua and
Coahuila. Over fifty years later, Mexico established Canon de Santa Elena in Chihuahua and
Maderas del Carmen in Coahuila protected areas. In June 2009, Mexico designated Ocampo
Natural Protected Area, filling the gap and forming a contiguous set of protected areas across from
Big Bend National Park.

The National Park Service manages 250 miles of the Big Bend Reach and the Mexican National
Commission of Natural Protected Areas manages nearly 300 miles through the Monumento Natural
Rio Bravo del Norte. Conservation efforts include the establishment of ecological monitoring
protocols, tributary assessment and reforestation, a study of transboundary aquifers, and exotic
plant management.

For photos from today’s events, please click, HERE,
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Padilla, Joan <joan_padilla@ios.doi.gov>

Re: For Review: Secretaries Jewell, Guerra Celebrate the Big Bend/Rio Bravo

Conservation Partnership, Anniversary of Boquillas Point of Entry
1 message

Lori Faeth <lori_faeth@ios.doi.gov> Wed, Apr 8, 2015 at 10:09 AM
To: "Androff, Blake" <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Press_Review <press_review@ios.doi.gov>, Dan Ashe <d_m_ashe@fws.gov>, Betsy Hildebrandt
<betsy_hildebrandt@fws.gov>, Gavin Shire <gavin_shire@fws.gov>, Michael Bean <Michael_bean@ios.doi.gov>,
"Padilla, Joan" <Joan_Padilla@ios.doi.gov>, Cralg Dorsett <Craig_dorsett@ios.doi.gov>, Ethan Taylor
<ethan_taylor@ios. dol. gov>, Jonathan Jarvis <Jon_jarvis@nps.gov>, Margaret O'Dell <Peggy_ODell@nps.gov>,
April Slayton <april_slayton@nps.gov>, Roberta D'Amico <Roberta_D'Amico@nps.gov>, david elkowitz
<David_Elkowitz@nps.gov>

Thanks Blake. Sounds like the Wildland fire signing ceremony will take place!

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 7, 2015, at 9:47 PM, "Androff, Blake" <blake_androff@ios .doi.gov> wrote:
Attached and copied below is a draft press release that DOI will issue on Friday in conjunction with
the event in Big Bend National Park and Mexico.

Given the time it takes for these binational joint press releases to be approved, please send me
(DO NOT REPLY ALL) any suggested edits by COB on Wednesday, April 8, 2015.

Note that the wildfire protection agreement language has been added since an earlier version was
circulated for intemal review.

Thanks!
Best,
Blake

-

Blake Androff

Director of Communications

U.S. Department of the Interior

Office: (202) 208-6416 | Cell; (202) 725-7435

April 10, 2015
Contacts: Jessica Kershaw (Interior), Interior_Press@ios.doi.gov

MEXICO CONTACT
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Secretaries Jewell, Guerra Celebrate the Big Bend/Rio
Bravo Conservation Partnership, Anniversary of
Boquillas Point of Entry

Sign U.S.-Mexico Wildfire Protection Agreement

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK-— Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell and Mexican
Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Juan José Guerra Abud today celebrated
the two-year anniversary of the Boquillas Port of Entry (POE) as well as the ongoing
binational conservation initiatives in the region. The POE facilitates coordination
between the two countries in the protection and preservation of the Big Bend/Rio Bravo
region — North America’s largest and most diverse desert ecosystem.

Jewell and Guerra in Boquillas, Mexico today also signed a U.S.-Mexico Widlfire
Protection Agreement to expand collaboration and cooperation across both countries on
fire prevention and suppression efforts. Wildland fire is a common occurrence along the
border.

“As neighbors and partners protecting this diverse and ecologically rich region, the
United States and Mexico share a continuing commitment toward fulfilling a
conservation vision President Roosevelt and President Camacho proposed over sixty
years ago,” said Secretary Jewell. “With the support of Secretary Guerra and our
counterparts in Mexico, we celebrate the latest steps in the long and productive history of
bilateral cooperation in the conservation of natural and cultural resources between the
United States and Mexico.”

“Today, the Governments of Mexico and the United States, celebrate our continuing
commitment to transboundary cooperation,” said Secretary Guerra. “The Big Bend/Rio
Bravo Conservation Initiative is a model envisioned by our Presidents; it is a dream
shared by many past generations; and a legacy for present and future ones. In sum, it is
an example of the best our governments and people can pursue through cooperation and
joint work.”

“When you come to an area as remote and as beautiful as Big Bend, it truly changes your
perception of what a border is and what a border can be,” said U.S. Ambassador to
Mexico Anthony Wayne. “There is a line - the river in this case - that politically marks
the boundaries of our two countries. But for a tourist, for a park ranger, for a
conservationist, and for anyone who has visited this spectacular place, one thing is clear:
what we share here — the seamless flow of nature across both banks of the river — is far
stronger and far more enduring than what divides us.”
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In 2011, the United States and Mexico agreed to a binational conservation initiative and
working plan to continue coordination in the protection and preservation of the Big
Bend/Rio Bravo region.

As part of these efforts, the two countries established the international Port of Entry
facility at Boquillas Crossing within Big Bend National Park. Opened on April 10, 2013,
it provides an entry point between both countries for visitors and scientists. Travel across
the border is primarily by rowboat.

Home to 446 species of birds, 3,600 species of insects, more than 1,300 plants, and 75
species of mammals, the Big Bend region of Texas and the Mexican states of Chihuahua
and Coahuila provide a unique opportunity for scientists, natural resource managers, and
park staff to collaborate in areas that will benefit the people, the landscapes, and the
wildlife on both sides of the border.

Steps taken since the binational conservation initiative include cooperation by the Los
Diablos Fire Crew and CONANP/CONAFOR fire brigades, and the National Park
Service removal of more than 20 miles of invasive river cane from the Rio Grande.

Big Bend, Maderas del Carmen, and Santa Elena Canyon protected areas, through their
sister park relationship, continue to implement annual work plans that contribute to
resource conservation, staff training, and improved binational coordination along a
shared boundary.

The Science and Resource Management Division at Big Bend National Park, in
conjunction with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Sul Ross State University, the Commission for Environmental Cooperation, and
partner agencies in Mexico have been engaged in a multi-faceted conservation program
for the Big Bend region and corresponding Monunento Rio Bravo del Norte stretch of
the Rio Grande and its tributaries. :

In the late 1930s, President Roosevelt began exploring options with Mexico for the
designation of an international park in the Big Bend Region of Texas and Mexican states
of Chihuahua and Coahuila. Over fifty years later, Mexico established Canon de Santa
Elena in Chihuahua and Maderas del Carmen in Coahuila protected areas. In June 2009,
Mexico designated Ocampo Natural Protected Area, filling the gap and forming a
contiguous set of protected areas across from Big Bend National Park.

The National Park Service manages 250 miles of the Big Bend Reach and the Mexican
National Commission of Natural Protected Areas manages nearly 300 miles through the
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Monumento Natural Rio Bravo del Norte. Conservation efforts include the establishment
of ecological monitoring protocols, tributary assessment and reforestation, a study of
transboundary aquifers, and exotic plant management.

For photos from today’s events, please click, HERE.
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For Review: Secretaries Jewell, Guerra Celebrate the Big Bend/Rio Bravo

Conservation Partnership, Anniversary of Boquillas Point of Entry
1 message

Androff, Blake <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov> Tue, Apr 7, 2015 at 10:47 PM
To: Press_Review <press_review@ios.doi.gov>, Dan Ashe <d_m_ashe@fws.gov>, Betsy Hildebrandt
<betsy_hildebrandt@fws.gov>, Gavin Shire <gavin_shire@fws.gov>, Michael Bean <Michael_bean@ios.doi.gov>,
"Padilla, Joan" <Joan_Padilla@ios.doi.gov>, Craig Dorsett <Craig_dorsett@ios.doi.gov>, Lori Faeth
<Lori_Faeth@ios.doi.gov>, Ethan Taylor <ethan_taylor@ios.doi.gov>, Jonathan Jarvis <Jon_jarvis@nps.gov>,
Margaret O'Dell <Peggy_O'Dell@nps.gov>, April Slayton <april_slayton@nps.gov>, Roberta D'’Amico
<Roberta_D'Amico@nps.gov>, david elkowitz <David_Elkowitz@nps.gov>

Attached and copied below is a draft press release that DO| will issue on Friday in conjunction with the event in
Big Bend National Park and Mexico.

Given the time it takes for these binational joint press releases to be approved, please send me (DO NOT
REPLY ALL) any suggested edits by COB on Wednesday, April 8, 2015.

Note that the wildfire protection agreement language has been added since an earlier version was circulated for
Intemal review.

Thanks!
Best,

Blake

Blake Androff

Director of Communications

U.S. Department of the Interior

Office: (202) 208-6416 | Cell: (202) 725-7435

April 10, 2015
Contacts: Jessica Kershaw (Interior), Interior_Press@ios.doi.gov
MEXICO CONTACT

Secretaries Jewell, Guerra Celebrate the Big Bend/Rio Bravo
Conservation Partnership, Anniversary of Boquillas Point of
Entry

Sign U.S.-Mexico Wildfire Protection Agreement
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BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK— Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell and Mexican Environment E
and Natural Resources Secretary Juan José Guerra Abud today celebrated the two-year anniversary of
the Boquillas Port of Entry (POE) as well as the ongoing binational conservation initiatives in the
region. The POE facilitates coordination between the two countries in the protection and preservation
of the Big Bend/Rio Bravo region — North America’s largest and most diverse desert ecosystem.

Jewell and Guerra in Boquillas, Mexico today also signed a U.S.-Mexico Widlfire Protection
Agreement to expand collaboration and cooperation across both countries on fire prevention and
suppression efforts, Wildland fire is a common occurrence along the border.

“As neighbors and partners protecting this diverse and ecologically rich region, the United States and
Mexico share a continuing commitment toward fulfilling a conservation vision President Roosevelt
and President Camacho proposed over sixty years ago,” said Secretary Jewell. “With the support of
Secretary Guerra and our counterparts in Mexico, we celebrate the latest steps in the long and
productive history of bilateral cooperation in the conservation of natural and cultural resources
between the United States and Mexico.”

“Today, the Governments of Mexico and the United States, celebrate our continuing commitment to
transboundary cooperation,” said Secretary Guerra. “The Big Bend/Rio Bravo Conservation Initiative
is a model envisioned by our Presidents; it is a dream shared by many past generations; and a legacy
for present and future ones, In sum, it is an example of the best our governments and people can
pursue through cooperation and joint work.”

“When you come to an area as remote and as beautiful as Big Bend, it truly changes your perception
of what a border is and what a border can be,” said U.S. Ambassador to Mexico Anthony Wayne.
“There is a line - the river in this case - that politically marks the boundaries of our two countries. But
for a tourist, for a park ranger, for a conservationist, and for anyone who has visited this spectacular
place, one thing is clear: what we share here — the seamless flow of nature across both banks of the
river —is far stronger and far more enduring than what divides us.”

In 2011, the United States and Mexico agreed to a binational conservation initiative and working plan
to continue coordination in the protection and preservation of the Big Bend/Rio Bravo region.

As part of these efforts, the two countries established the international Port of Entry facility at
Boquillas Crossing within Big Bend National Park. Opened on April 10, 2013, it provides an entry |
point between both countries for visitors and scientists. Travel across the border is primarily by

rowboat.

Home to 446 species of birds, 3,600 species of insects, more than 1,300 plants, and 75 species of
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mammals, the Big Bend region of Texas and the Mexican states of Chihuahua and Coahuila provide a
unique opportunity for scientists, natural resource managers, and park staff to collaborate in areas that
will benefit the people, the landscapes, and the wildlife on both sides of the border.

Steps taken since the binational conservation initiative include cooperation by the Los Diablos Fire
Crew and CONANP/CONAFOR fire brigades, and the National Park Service removal of more than
20 miles of invasive river cane from the Rio Grande.

Big Bend, Maderas del Carmen, and Santa Elena Canyon protected areas, through their sister park
relationship, continue to implement annual work plans that contribute to resource conservation, staff
training, and improved binational coordination along a shared boundary.

The Science and Resource Management Division at Big Bend National Park, in conjunction with the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Sul Ross State University, the
Commission for Environmental Cooperation, and partner agencies in Mexico have been engaged in a
multi-faceted conservation program for the Big Bend region and corresponding Monunento Rio
Bravo del Norte stretch of the Rio Grande and its tributaries.

In the late 1930s, President Roosevelt began exploring options with Mexico for the designation of an
international park in the Big Bend Region of Texas and Mexican states of Chihuahua and Coahuila,
Over fifty years later, Mexico established Canon de Santa Elena in Chihuahua and Maderas del
Carmen in Coahuila protected areas. In June 2009, Mexico designated Ocampo Natural Protected
Area, filling the gap and forming a contiguous set of protected areas across from Big Bend National
Park.

The National Park Service manages 250 miles of the Big Bend Reach and the Mexican National
Commission of Natural Protected Areas manages nearly 300 miles through the Monumento Natural
Rio Bravo del Norte. Conservation efforts include the establishment of ecological monitoring
protocols, tributary assessment and reforestation, a study of transboundary aquifers, and exotic plant
management.

For photos from today’s events, please click, HERE,
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Secretaries Jewell, Guerra Celebrate the Big Bend/Rio
Bravo Conservation Partnership, Anniversary of Boquillas
Point of Entry
Sign U.S.-Mexico Wildfire Protection Agreement

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK— Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell and Mexican
Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Juan José Guerra Abud today celebrated the two-
year anniversary of the Boquillas Port of Entry (POE) as well as the ongoing binational
conservation initiatives in the region. The POE facilitates coordination between the two countries
in the protection and preservation of the Big Bend/Rio Bravo region — North America’s largest
and most diverse desert ecosystem.

Jewell and Guerra in Boquillas, Mexico today also signed a U.S.-Mexico Widlfire Protection
Agreement to expand collaboration and cooperation across both countries on fire prevention and
suppression efforts. Wildland fire is a common occurrence along the border,

“As neighbors and partners protecting this diverse and ecologically rich region, the United States
and Mexico share a continuing commitment toward fulfilling a conservation vision President
Roosevelt and President Camacho proposed over sixty years ago,” said Secretary Jewell, “With
the support of Secretary Guerra and our counterparts in Mexico, we celebrate the latest steps in
the long and productive history of bilateral cooperation in the conservation of natural and
cultural resources between the United States and Mexico.”

“Today, the Governments of Mexico and the United States, celebrate our continuing
commitment to transboundary cooperation,” said Secretary Guerra. “The Big Bend/Rio Bravo
Conservation Initiative is a model envisioned by our Presidents; it is a dream shared by many
past generations; and a legacy for present and future ones. In sum, it is an example of the best
our governments and people can pursue through cooperation and joint work.”
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“When you come to an area as remote and as beautiful as Big Bend, it truly changes your
perception of what a border is and what a border can be,” said U.S. Ambassador to Mexico
Anthony Wayne, “There is a line - the river in this case - that politically marks the boundaries of
our two countries. But for a tourist, for a park ranger, for a conservationist, and for anyone who
has visited this spectacular place, one thing is clear: what we share here — the seamless flow of
nature across both banks of the river —is far stronger and far more enduring than what divides
us.”

In 2011, the United States and Mexico agreed to a binational conservation initiative and working
plan to continue coordination in the protection and preservation of the Big Bend/Rio Bravo
region.

As part of these efforts, the two countries established the international Port of Entry facility at
Boquillas Crossing within Big Bend National Park. Opened on April 10, 2013, it provides an
entry point between both countries for visitors and scientists. Travel across the border is
primarily by rowboat.

Home to 446 species of birds, 3,600 species of insects, more than 1,300 plants, and 75 species of
mammals, the Big Bend region of Texas and the Mexican states of Chihuahua and Coahuila
provide a unique opportunity for scientists, natural resource managers, and park staff to
collaborate in areas that will benefit the people, the landscapes, and the wildlife on both sides of
the border.

Steps taken since the binational conservation initiative include cooperation by the Los Diablos
Fire Crew and CONANP/CONAFOR fire brigades, and the National Park Service removal of
more than 20 miles of invasive river cane from the Rio Grande.

Big Bend, Maderas del Carmen, and Santa Elena Canyon protected areas, through their sister
park relationship, continue to implement annual work plans that contribute to resource
conservation, staff training, and improved binational coordination along a shared boundary.

The Science and Resource Management Division at Big Bend National Park, in conjunction with
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Sul Ross State
University, the Commission for Environmental Cooperation, and partner agencies in Mexico
have been engaged in a multi-faceted conservation program for the Big Bend region and
corresponding Monunento Rio Bravo del Norte stretch of the Rio Grande and its tributaries.

In the late 1930s, President Roosevelt began exploring options with Mexico for the designation
of an international park in the Big Bend Region of Texas and Mexican states of Chihuahua and
Coahuila. Over fifty years later, Mexico established Canon de Santa Elena in Chihuahua and
Maderas del Carmen in Coahuila protected areas. In June 2009, Mexico designated Ocampo
Natural Protected Area, filling the gap and forming a contiguous set of protected areas across
from Big Bend National Park.

The National Park Service manages 250 miles of the Big Bend Reach and the Mexican National
Commission of Natural Protected Areas manages nearly 300 miles through the Monumento




Natural Rio Bravo del Norte. Conservation efforts include the establishment of ecological
monitoring protocols, tributary assessment and reforestation, a study of transhoundary aquifers,
and exotic plant management.

For photos from today’s events, please click, HERE,
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