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COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE

VicE CHAIRMAN

RICHARD BURR

5TH DhSTRICT, NORTH CAROLINA

COMMITTEE ON

E-MAIL: Richard.BurrNC05@mail.house.gov INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

WEB: http:/Awww. house.gov/burr

SELECT COMMITTEE ON
INTELLIGENCE

Congress of the Tnited States
House of Wepregentatibes

TWHashington, BE 20515-3305
July 3, 2001

The Honorable Gale A. Norton
Secretary of the Interior

1849 C Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Norton:

The North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources has recently applied for federal matching
funds from the Heritage Preservation Services - Save America’s Treasures. I am writing in
support of this request. The grant money will be used to fund the Queen Anne’s Revenge
Shipwreck Project, which promotes the conservation of artifacts already recovered from the
shipwrecked flagship of the pirate Blackbeard.

The site and the artifacts of the Queen Anne 's Revenge are threatened by hurricanes, storm-
related damage, and strong ocean currents. Project archaeologists have focused excavation in the
threatened area and several thousand artifacts have been necessarily recovered before project
conservation facilities were ready to process them. This project will address the conservation of
these artifacts. 1t will also fund sediment research to determine if mitigation and recovery
strategies have neutralized the threat and will prepare to conserve additional artifacts if research
demonstrates a need for their immediate recovery. In addition to these conservation efforts, the
educational opportunities offered by this site will continue to be developed, including a
conservation field school, conference presentations, and the beginning stages of a web-based
museurn and virtual reality shipwreck site.

Thank you for your consideration of their request. If you have any additional questions, please
call Susanne Streb in my office at (202) 225-2071.

Sincerely,
Richard Burr
Member of Congress
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Honorable Richard Burr ‘
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 2051 5-3305

Dear Mr. Burr:

Thank you for your letter of July 3, 2001, to this Department supporting the application from the
Committee to Save the Queen Anne’s Revenge for & Federal Save America’s Treasures grant 10
conserve artifacts recovered from the Queen Arne’s Revenge shipwreck.

The National Park Service administers these grants in collaboration with the National
Endowment for the Arts. A national selection panel, which is comprised of senior staff with
expertise in the appropriate disciplines and representing non-competing Federal agencies, met in
June to evaluate applications and make -ecommendations for funding to the Secretary of the
Interior. By law, the Secretary must consuit with the House and Senate Committees on
Appropriations prior to commitment of grant funds. Grants will be announced in August.

Thank you for your interest in the Save America’s Treasures grants.

Sincerely,
John Robbins

Katherine H. Stevenson
Associate Director, Cultural Resource
Stewardship and Partnerships
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The Honorable Richard Burr
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Burr:

Thank you for your November 30, 2005, letter to the Secretary of the Interior Gale
A. Norton concerning the application for entry assurances by_
to the Micronesia Shipping Commission. The Department received your letter on
December 12, 2005.

We sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter, and I am referring your letter

to the appropriate member of our staff for response. You will hear from us again

in the near future.

Please let me know whenever I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,
V) ek <
o /{/ZW -
Matt Eames

Director, Office of Congressional
and Legislative Affairs
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The Honorable Gale A. Norton ~o 4
Secretary of the Interior o o
1849 C Street, NW =
Washington, D.C. 20240 N 22
o 328

Dear Secretary Norton: ~

I am contacting you to bring to your attention a matter of concermn relating to the Republic of

Palau, the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) and the Republic of Marshall Islands (RMI). In
_to the

particular, the consideration of application for entry assurances by
Micronesia Shipping Commission.

Entry assurance is approved and granted by the Micronesian Shipping Commission (Commission),
which is comprised of senior government officials from the three government entities of the
Republic of Palau, FSM and the RMI.

Recent developments, specifically the withdrawal of one of the carricrs providing the West Coast
of the United States to Caroline Islands service leaves only one remaining carrier providing such
services to the Western Caroline’s (i.e. Palau and Yap Islands, FSM). This would appear to
remove any rationale for denyingjijiiilentry assurance on commercial grounds. Moreover, with the
recent announcement that 2 major feeder carrier to the islands would cease business to the region,
service is further limited.

(] Winston-Saiem Office [ Wilmington Ofce [ Ashevilie Office (] Gastonia Office [] Rocky Mooat Office
2000 West First Street 201 North Front Street 151 Patton Avenue 181 South Street 100 Coast Linc Street
Suite 508 Suite 809 Suite 204 Suite 222 Suite 210
Winston-Salem, NC 27104 Wilmington, NC 28401 Asheville, NC 28801 Gastonia, NC 28502 Rocky Mount, NC 27804
(336) 631-£125 (910) 251-1058 (828) 350-2437 (704) 833-08S54 (252) 977-9522
Fax: (336) 725-449) Fax: (910) 251-7975 Fax: (828) 350-2439 Fax: (704)833-1467  Fax: (252) 977-7902

Toll Free in NC: (800) 6858916 Toll Free in NC: (888) 848-1833

http//burr.senate.gov
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[ have attached a copy of this letter for

your review.

Given that the governments comprising the Republic of Palau, FSM and RMI receive substantial
United States foreign aid through Compact of Free Association agreements, I am concerned that
US taxpayer dollars are being used to fund government activities that are maintaining an anti-
competitive environment that is hindering the ability of United States companies to provide
services in the region. At a minimum it would appear that the action of the Commission, intended
or not, is favoring the perpetuation of a monopoly on the United States West Coast to the Caroline
Islands service.

In accordance with al] appropriate laws and regulations, I respectfully request that you

communicate directly to the governments of the Caroline Islands a concern that United States

taxpayer dollars are being used to subsidize anti-competitive policies that are harming both United

States businesses and businesses in the region and that you express the Department’s support for
pplication for entry assurance.

I thank you in advance for your consideration of this request and if I can provide any additional
information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Richard Bu

United States Senator

Sincerely,

RB:bv

cc: Mr. David Cohen,
Deputy Assistant Secretary, Insular Affairs
Department of the Intenor

Enclosure






RICHARD BURR

NORTH CAROLINA
) B - - = R == P — - - —— — — it
United States Senate e
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3308 RECEIVED
848633 06 KAR 2L PH I2: 53
March 14, 2006 0
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EXECUTIVE SEChE TARIAT
Congressional & Legislative Affairs
U. S. Department of Interior
Room 6256
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20240
Dear Sir:
Enclosed is a copy of correspondence I have received from my constituent,_
regarding expenses accrued by_ that- claims were never
reimbursed by the Department of Interior. I believe that you will find this letter to be
self-explanatory.
I would appreciate it if you would review the enclosed correspondence and provide me
with any information that may be helpful to my constituent.
I am grateful for any assistance you may be able to provide in this matter.
Sincerely.
- ™~ T
Richard Burr = "o
United States Senator o
e
RB:sh ) :
I= -
Enclosure = G
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inston-Salem Office [[] wilmington Office [] Asheville Office [] Gastonia Office [[] Rocky Mount Office
2000 West First Streel 201 North Front Street 151 Patton Avenue 151 South Street 100 Coast Line Street
Suite 508 Suite 809 Suite 204 Suite 222 Suite 210
Winston-Salem, NC 27144 Wilmington. NC 28401 Asheville. NC 28801 Gastonia, NC 28502 Rocky Mount. NC 27804
{336) 631 5125 {910) 251-1058 (828) 350-2437 (7M) 8330854 [282)977-9522
Fax: (336) 7254493 Fax: (910) 251-7975 Fax: (828) 350-2439 Fax: (7T04) 833-1467 Fax: (252) 977-7912
Toll Free in NC: {800) 685-8916 Toll Free in NC: (K88) 8481833
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT Tﬁﬂgg‘{é‘i
National Business Center
Denver Federal Center, Building 50
P.O. Box 25047
Denver, Colorado 80225-0047

In Reply Refer To:
1781 (BC) 1382 (600)

April 12, 2006

The Honorable Richard Burr
2000 West First Street, Suite 508
Winston-Salem, NC 27104

Dear Senator Burr:

This letter is in response to a request from your constitucnt,_ As stated in

your letter, [ NEMNRN2s requested your assistance with obtaining reimbursement from the
Department of the Interior (DOI), Bureau of Land Management (BLM) for travel expenses and
sick leave that were allegedly unpaid while she was employed by BLM.




If you have any additional questions, please contact Candace Thatcher, Division Chief,
Accounting Operations Division at (303) 236-6369.

Sincerely,

Thomas F. Boy
Director, National Business Center

Enclosures 3
1 — General Services Administration Board of Contract Appeals (GSBCA) Case (3 pp)

2 — 5 CFR Sections 630.407 and 630.502 (2 pp)
3 — CSRS Retirement Facts Brochure (11 pp)

cc: Candace Thatcher, BC-620
Correspondence, WO-615
Records Administration, HR-200
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Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTCN, DC 20510

October 30, 2006

The Honorable Dirk Kempthorne
Secretary

Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Kempthome:

We write to ask for your assistance in meeting this nation’s pressing natural resource
challenges through the Fiscal Year 2008 budget request for the U.S. Geological Survey’s
Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Units (CFWRU). As you help to lead the President's
Cooperative Conservation effort, we urge you to make greater use of this important research and
training partnership, which already brings together state fish and wildlife agencies, state
universities, and federal agencies around a local, applied research agenda.

Each of the 40 Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Units in 38 states is a true
federal-state-university-private partnership among the U.S. Geological Survey, a State natural
resource agency, a host university, and the Wildlife Management Institute. The CFWRUSs build
or. these partner contributions to leverage more than three dollars for every dollar appropriated to
the program by Congress.

The 40 CFWRUs across the country are crucial to successfully addressing the natural
resource management challenges posed by energy development needs, invasive species,
infectious diseases, wildfire, and increased demand for limited water resources. Solving these
problems and others requires the CFWRU’s management-oriented, community-based approach
1o research, which relies on interdisciplinary efforts and fosters collaboration and accountability.
The challenges also include replacing the unprecedented number of natura) resource
professionals who will be retiring over the next 10 years. The CFWRU's are well positioned to
meet this need with an established record of educating new natural resource professionals who
are management-onented, well-versed in science, grounded in state and federal agency
experience, and able to assist private landownecrs and other members of the public.

To begin meeting these high priority research and training needs in Fiscal Year 2008, we
ask that you establish a competitive, matching fund program within existing CFWRU legislative
authority that would make available up to $20 million annually in new funds beyend base
operational costs. These new funds would support future cooperative research efforts in key
areas and essentia] training of new natural resource professionals to replace the large number
who will retire within the next 10 years.

The Fiscal Year 2008 Interior Department budget also should request approximately $5
million more than the FY 2007 funding level for the CFWRUs to fill current scientist vacancies,
restore seriously eroded operational funds for each CFWRU, and enhance national program
coordination. This funding would restore necessary capacity in the CFWRU program for it to
meet the naton’s research and training needs, and it would ensure that the Interior Department
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provides the federal scientist staffing agreed to with partners so that the return on their
continuing investment in the CFWRUS is realized and fully leveraged. Without an infusion of
funds, nearly a quarter of all CFWRU scientist positions (24) will need to be vacant by the end of
Fiscal Year 2007 to remain within allowable spending levels.

We thank you for consideration of our request. With your assistance, the Cooperative
Fish and Wildlife Rescarch Units can become even more effective in using science and
collaboration to address the natural resources challenges facing the Interior Department and other
federal, state, and local agencies.

Sincerely,

0 ]

Gordon H. Smi
United States Senator

United States Senator

%w

es Senator

Mike Enzi ike Crapo %’-

United States Senajor Umted States Senator

Daniel Akaka Richard P

United States Senaior United States Senator

Ken Salazar
United States Senator



United States Department of the Interior 5 Zemnlind
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY TN,

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 TAKE PRIDE

INAMERICA
NOV 0 7 2006 A

The Honorable Richard Burr
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Burr:

Thank you for your October 30, 2006, letter to Secretary of the Interior Dirk
Kempthorne concerning funding for Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research
Units. The Department received your letter on October 31, 2006.

We sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter, and I am referring your letter
to the appropriate member of our staff for response. You will hear from us again
in the near future.
Please let me know whenever I can be of further assistance.
Sincerely,
M 43(3 é:wc—\
Matt Eames

Director, Office of Congressional
and Legislative Affairs
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510

August 3, 2007

The Honorable Dirk Kempthome
Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC

20240

Dear Secretary Kempthome:

In light of the recent bridge collapse tragedy in Minneapolis, bridge safety remains a
prionty of mine. I am writing to you today out of my deep concern over the slow pace of
the replacement of the Herbert C. Bonner Bridge in Dare County, North Carolina. As
you are aware, Bonner Bridge is the only link between Hatteras Island and the rest of the
Outer Banks. This bndge also allows residents and visitors essential access to the Pea
Island Wildlife Refuge.

I have greatly appreciated your willingness to work with me and other North Carolina
officials previously on this issue and I supported your proposal for the replacement of
Bonner Bridge as outlined in your July 5, 2006 letter. As you know, the extent of the
Bonner Bridge deterioration is so extensive that the National Bridge Inventory Standards
gave it a sufficiency rating of a four, meaning the bridge 1s structurally deficient. This
unacceptable safety situation 1s compounded by the fact that Bonner Bridec 1s the only
evacuation route for the residents anc visitors to Hatteras Island. This region of the east
coast 1s prone to hurricanes, making a viable evacuation route a necessity.

In the year since your announcement of a proposal for replacing the bridge. the relevant
state and federal agencies have been working to plan the replacement bndge between
Bodie Island and the Pea Island Wildlife Refuge. The progress, however, has yet to
result 1n 2 final agreement that will allow the replacement of the bridge to move forward.
[ urge you, and your department, to work with North Carolina to quickly finalize any
remaining decisions, such as those surrounding Highway 12, that remain a barmer to
replacing Bonner Bridge.

Thank you for your assistance on this 1ssue in the past and I look forward to hearing from
you.

yicerely,

Richard Bu

Umted States Senator
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United States Senator - North Carolina

RICHARD BURR
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To: Robert Howarth

Fax: (202) 208-5533

From: J.P. Pierpan

Phone: (202) 228-2964

Re: Letter to Secretary Kempthorne
Date: August 3, 2007

Pages (including cover page): two (2)
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Washington, D.C. 20240

In Reply Refer to:
FWS/R4/ANRS/032506/361709

AUG 3t 2007

The Honorable Richard Burr
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510-3308

Dear Senator Burr:

Thank you for your letter of August 3, 2007, to Secretary Kempthorne, regarding the
replacement of the Herbert C. Bonner Bridge over Oregon Inlet in Dare County, North Carolina.
The Department of the Interior shares your concern regarding the need to expeditiously replace
the bridge in a way that meets public safety, environmental, and fiscal needs. As indicated in
your letter, Secretary Kempthorne has agreed that replacement of the bridge itself can be
accomplished in a way that is compatible with the National Wildlife Refuge System
Improvement Act of 1997 (Refuge Improvement Act). The bridge must also be constructed
within the same alignment or with minor realignment to meet applicable safety standards.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is part of an interagency “merger” team working to
develop a plan to replace the Bonner Bridge in a way that meets State and Federal requirements.
The team is led by the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT), the Federal
Ilighway Administration, and the Army Corps of Engineers. These agencies establish the
schedule for project-related work activities and meetings. The Service has provided all
necessary and appropriate support and input to the process in a timely manner, and has exercised
all available flexibility within our legal mandates, including the Refuge Improvement Act.

Please note that throughout the merger process, the Service has also requested additional
information from these agencies to allow us to fully evaluate the compatibility of NCDOT’s
preferred alternative with the specific purposes for which Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge
(Refuge) was established, as required under the Refuge Improvement Act. To date, however, the
Service has not received this information. The NCDOT’s preferred alternative would replace the
existing road with a series of bridges, and would be built in four phases; the first phase being the
bridge across Oregon Inlet, with remaining phases being constructed as necessitated by shoreline
erosion.

While the intent is to construct these new bridges within the existing road’s right-of-way, we
believe this alternative would require continued maintenance outside of the existing road’s right-
of-way through the Refuge until each subsequent phase of bridge construction along NC 12 is
completed. Current information also indicates that all 4 phases would require at least 13 years of
actual construction over a 28-year timeframe. Based on the information that the Service
currently has, it is unlikely that we could find this alternative to be compatible with the purposes
for which the Refuge was established, as required under the Refuge Improvement Act.

TAKE PRIDE . 4
INAMERICASSY



The Honorable Richard Burr 2

Approximately 3 years ago, all of the agencies involved in this important project reached
consensus on the Pamlico Sound alternative. While circumstances have changed since then, |
assure you the Service and the Secretary remain committed to finding a solution that meets
important public safety needs and is consistent with the Federal natural resource laws we are
charged with administering.

Thank you for your continued interest in this important issue. Should you have any questions or
require further assistance, please contact me or Sam Hamilton, the Service’s Southeast Regional
Director, at (404) 679-4000.

Sincerely,

Wé@m

Acting Deputy DIRECTOR






RICHARD BURR

NORTH CAROL'NA -

United States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 205°0-3308

July 23, 2007

North Carolina Division
Congressional Liaison

U. S. Department of Interior

Post Office Box 33726

Raleigh, North Carolina 27636-3726

Dear Sirs:

Enclosed is a copy of correspondence I have re

I'would appreciate it if you would review
with any information that may be helpful

I am grateful for any assistance you may

Sincerely,

K

Richard Burr
United States Senator

RB:laa

Enclosure

[ Winston-Salem Office
2000 West First Street
Suste SO8
Winston-Salemn. NC 27104
(336} A31 5125
Fax. (3361 725-44912
Toll Free in NC (81X)) 685 ¥916

&,/Wilmingmn Office {_] Asheville Office
201 North Front Street i51 Pattoa Avenue
Suite R(Y Surte 204
Wilmingtor., N 2841} Asheville, NC %801
{(S10} 251 105K (¥28) 3500.34727
Fax: (9101 2517975 Fax (E78) 250-243¢

Toll Free in NC (888) B48- K33
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be able to provide in this matter

r] Gastonia Office
(K1 South Street
Sujte 222
Gastonia. NC 28572
{70:4) 8130854
Fax (704} §33- 1467

ceived from my constituent, _

concerning the closing of several beaches in Hatteras, North Carolina. 1
believe that you will find this letter to be self-explanatory.

the enclosed correspondence and provide me
to my constituent.

{_] Rocky Mount Office
100 Coust Line Strect
Suite 210
Rocky Mount, NC 27604
(252) 977-9522
Fax (252) 977-7902
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Southeast Regional Office

IN REPLY REFER TO: Atlanta Federual Center

A3821 (CAHA) 1924 Building

100 Alabama S, S.W.

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

0CT 31 2007
The Honorable Richard Burr

United Statcs Scnate -5(1' 5Q O(o

Washington, DC 20510-3308 g i
x "\S(%Q
Dcar Scnator Burr:

Thank you for your inquiry of August 23, 2007, 1o the Department of the Intcrior’s Office of
Congressional & Lcgislative Affairs on behalf of your constituent,

regarding management of off-road vehicles (ORV) at Cape latteras National Seashore
(Seashore). On behalf of the Department, I have been asked to reply.

We understand and appreciate your concerns. Off-road vehicle use at the Seashore is a long-
standing and cmotionally charged issue for both ORV uscrs and those who oppose ORVs on the
beaches. One of the rcasons for this is ORV use has increased significantly in recent years.

On July 17, 2007, U.S. District Court Judge Terrencec W. Boyle, Eastern District of North
Carolina, issued an order indicating that the National Park Service (NPS) is not in compliance
with legal requirements to authorize and manage ORV use at the Seashore. The order confirmed
information that the NPS was already awarc of and has been working diligently to address. The
order did not enjoin NPS from allowing continucd ORV usc while it works toward fulfilling the
legal requircments. For the time being, the Seashore continucs to operate under an Intenm
Strategy; some beaches remain open to ORV use, and some arc closcd [or resource protection,
safety reasons, or because of annual scasonal village closures.

As background, ORV use on Quter Banks beaches predatcs the 1937 authernization of the
Seashore. Prior to paving NC Highway 12 in 1954, island residents and visitors routinely used
the beaches and interdunal areas as a transportation route. The completion of the Bonner Bridge
across Orcgon Inlet in 1963 made access to Hatteras Island much easier, resulting in increased
vehicle usc of beaches for recreational purposes; and that usc has continued to increase. Off-
road vehicles arc currently uscd to access the beaches for many forms of recreational activities
including swimming, sunbathing, surf fishing, bird watching, surfing, shell hunting and scenic
driving.

Executive Order 11644 (1972), amended by Executive Order 11989 (1977), required certain
Federal agencies permitting ORV usc on agency lands to publish regulations designating specific
trails and arcas [or this use. Title 36 of the Codc of Federal Regulations, Section 4.10, requircs

TAKE PRIDE
INAMERICA



0C7-31-2007(WED) 15:02 US DEPT OF TKE INTERIOR P 004/004

units of the National Park System allowing ORYV use to designatc usc arcas and routcs by special
regulation. Despite previous eflorts since the lale 1970’s, the NPS has yet to develop an ORV
management plan or rcgulation to provide the nccessary structure to supervise ORV use at the
Scashore. Since January 2006, NPS staff at the Scashore have taken the following steps to
address the ORV issues: (1) The NPS issued an Interim Strategy Protected Species Management
Strategy (Interim Strategy) for Lhe Seashore to guide protected species management practices for
approximately 3 years until a long-lerm ORV maunagement plan and regulation can be developed.
A finul decision document and Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSTI) for the Interim
Stratcgy was approved on July 13, 2007, by the Southcast Regional Dircctor; (2) On

December 11, 2006, NPS announced in the Federal Register the intent to develop an ORV
management plan and environmental impact statement. The mitial public scoping was
complcted in March 2007 for that planning process; and (3) Finally, on Junc 28, 2007, the NPS
published in the Federal Register a Notice of Lntent to establish a negotiated rulemaking
committee (NEGREG) to help the NPS develop the required ORV regulation. The public
comment period for the Nolice of Tnlent ended on July 30, 2007. The NEGREG commitiee is
now meeting on a regular basis,

Morc information about these planning proccsscs can be obtained at the Cape Hatteras National
Seashore Off-Road Vehicle Negotiated Rulemaking and Management Plan project website at
htip://parkplanning.nps.gov/caha. If your constituent wishes o receive electronic information
regarding the ORV issuc at the Scashore, including updates on which arcas arc currently open or
closed to ORV access, he may do so by calling Cyndy Folda at 252-473-2111, ext. 148, or
sending an email to cyndy_holda@nps.gov and request to be added to the mailing list.

We hope that this information is help[ul and appreciate your interest in Cape Halleras National
Seashore.

Sincerely,

,ql '&a/ /ito/<

Arl Frederick
Acting Regional Director
Southeast Region
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RICHARD BURR
NOATH CAROLINA

®nited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3308

November 14, 2007

Congressional & Legislative A ffairs
U. S. Department of Interior

Room 6256

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Sirs:

Burr

9102517975

Enclosed is a copy of correspondence I have received from my consti ucnt,_

concerning property

wns in Avon, North Carolina. I believe that you will find this

letter to be self-cxilanatoi. In particular I would like to draw your aftention to the last

paragraph of

letter and the questions that|Jfhas raised regarding this issue,

I'would appreciate it if you would review the enclosed correspondcncé and provide me

with any information that may be helpful to my constituent.
[ am grateful for any assistance you may be able to provide in this matier

Sincerely,

NS

Richard Burr
United States Senator

RB:laa
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Washington. D.C. 20240

DEC 28

In Reply Reter for
FWSAFHC 034042364799

The Honorable Richard Burr
United States Senator

201 North Front Street. Suite 809
Wilmington. North Carolina 28401

Dear Scnator Burr:

Thank you for vour letter of November 14, 2007. 10 the Office of Congressional and l.cpislative
Affairs of the U.S. Department of the [nterior (Department). regarding Unit LO3 ot the Tohn H.
Chafee Coastal Barrier Resources System (CBRS). The Department has requested the US, Fish
and Wildlife Service (Service) to respond directly to you. and we apologize for the delay.

You requested that we review correspondence from your constituent. -\'hose
property is located within CBRS Unit LO3, Hatteras Island. North Carolina, and provide you
with any information that may be helpful to your constituent.

The CBRS was established by the Coastal Barrier Resources Act (CBRA) in 1982 and consists
of geographic units along the Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico. and Great 1 akes coasts. delineated by a
series of maps. Congress enacted CBRA to minimize the loss of human lite. wasteful Federal
expenditures. and damage to natural resources on undeveloped coastal barriers. CBRA
accomplishes these goals by prohibiting most Federal expenditures that promote development
within the CBRS. including Federal flood insurance. CBRA docs not prevent development:
rather. it restriets Federal subsidies that encourage development within these hazard-prone and
ecologically sensitive arcas. Unit LO3 was designated as a CBRS unit with the passage of CBRA
in 1982.

The Department, through the Service, is responsible for administering CBRA. The Service
maintains the ofticial maps of the CBRS. determines whether propertics are located within the
CBRS. consults with Federal agencies that propose spending funds within the CBRS. and makes
recommendations to Congress regarding whether certain areas were appropriately included in the
CRRS. Aside from three minor exceptions, only new legislation cnacted by Congress can
modify the boundaries to add or remove land from the CBRS. These exceptions include: (1) the
CBRA 5-vear review requirement that solely considers changes by natural forces such as erosion
and accretion: (2) voluntary additions to the CBRS: and (3) additions of excess Federal property
to the CBRS.

TAKE PRIDE] <
INAMERICAS




The Honorable Richard Burr 2

Because of the limitations of the mapping technology used when the CBRS maps were last
updated. CBRS boundarics do not always align precisely with the geomorphic. cultural. or
development features they were intended to follow. As a result. we have encountered some
cases where properties intended to be eligible for Federal subsidics are not cligible. and vice-
versa. In the past. when alleged mapping crrors were brought to our attention. the Scervice
worked with Congress and interested property owners to review potential mapping errors. correct
errors using digital technology. and enact revised digital maps with new technical correction
legislation. The Service currently has a large backlog of requests to conduct technical correction
reviews of CBRS units. The Service was unable 1o review potential mapping errors or create any
new digital maps in Fiscal Year (FY) due to the lack of resources for this effort.

The Coastal Barrier Resources Reauthorization Act of 2006 (P.1.. 109-226) dirccts the
Department to create draft digital maps for the entire CBRS. which would include Unit 1.03. To
date. the Service has not been able to conduct a review or draft a revised map of Unit LO3. or any
other CBRS units as directed by P.L. 109-226. Pcr the omnibus appropriations legislation signed
into law on December 26. 2007. the Service was appropriated approximately $640.000 in FY08
to review and remap the CBRS per the directives of P.L. 109-226. However. given the large
number of CBRS units that need to be reviewed and remapped. the Service is unable to address
Unit 1.03 in FY08. Depending on available funds for CBRS digital mapping. it may be several
years before we are able to review CBRS Unit 103 and produce a draft digital map for
Congress’s consideration.

Thank you for your interest in this matter. If you have any further questions. please contact me
or Mr. David J. Stout. Chief. Division of Habitat and Resource Conservation. at (703) 358-2161.

Sincerely.

- L0 W

Acting Assistant Director for Fisheries and
Habitat Conservation
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RICHARD BURR

NORTH CAROLINA

ECEIVED

United States Senate
221 2@"5‘6TON, oc 205102308081 DEC -4 AM11: L6

OFFICE OF THE
December 3, 2007  EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT

Ms. Cynthia Reed

Congressional & Legislative Affairs
U. S. Department of Interior

Room 6256

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Reed:

d is ce I have received from my constituents, -

d concerning their restaurant which was on the

western North Carolina, and the probleras they have
encountered with the Bureau of Indian Affairs smce*

I believe that you will find this letter to be self-explanatory.

I would appreciate it if you would review the enclosed correspondence and provide me
with any information that may be helpful to my constituent.

I am grateful for any assistance you may be able to provide in this matter.

Sincerely,

Richard Burr

United States Senator

RB:sh
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United States Department of the Interior &=

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY -‘\\
Washington, DC 20240 "TAKE PRIDE"
(NAMERICA
The Honorable Richard Burr DEC % 0 2007

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Burr:

Thank you for your letter of December 3, 2007, regarding an inquiry to you from your
constituents, concerning a restaurant operation in F ranklin,

North Carolina, on the Your letter has been directed to me

for a personal reply.

If you have any furthe

; dine this matter. please fee
directly or contact the

Sincerely,
- —— __.“/\‘,/__—_.'_‘;i:i‘“\,,
NS CarT T Ariman
Carl J. Artman

Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs
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January 11. 2008

The Honorable Dirk Kempthorne
Secretary

U.S. Department of Interior
1849 C Strect. NW

Washington. DC 20240

Dear Secretary Kempthorne.

Recently. it has come to my attention that the Department of Interior (DOI) is reviewing
proposals for inclusion on the new candidate list of future US World Heritage Site nominations.
The candidate hist will guide future US nominations to the United Nations Educational. Scientific
and Cultural Organization’s (UNESCO) World Heritage List for the next 10 vears.

The deadline for submitting World Heritage Candidate sites for consideration by DOI passed in
April of 2007, Among the 34 site submissions was an application by the Davton Aviation
National thstorical Park. Additionally. the US National Commission for UNESCO made a
recommendation that Dayton be included in the new list. but n a category for future
consideration.

During the public comment period. one member of the National Commission’s World Heritage
subcommittee suggested that if Dayton is to be included in the tentative list before a tuture
nomination is developed. it should be considered as a serial proposal along with the Wright
Brothers National Memorial site in North Carolina (Kitty Hawk).

North Carohna has a rich history in flight and played an integral part in the Wright Brothers
critical discovery. At the request of a constituent from Kitty Hawk. if Dayton Aviation is
included on the new candidate list, 1 encourage vou to consider adding Kitty Hawk as an
additional compoenent to an Ohio-North Carolina serial proposal before a nomination is submitted
to UNESCO. [ believe this could strengthen the Davton application and better the United States

chaneeo ot reeopeing ane of's ace 1 rnatinnaljv r_pnw\'nn:;_qr‘ mranatione
chanaes of receving one of thece imternationallv recagnized denignations

1look forward to hearing from vou on this matter. Please feel free to contact me if vou have am
questions.

incerely.

Richard Burr
United States Senator

[] Winston-Salem Office [] wilmington Office [] Asheville Office [] Gastonia Office [} Rocky Mount Office

2000 West First Street 201 North Front Street 151 Patton Avenue 181 South Street 104y Coast Line Street
Suite 508 ] Suite 809 Suite 204 Suite 222 Suite 210
Winston-Salem. NC 27104 Wilmington. NC 28401 Asheville. NC 28801 Gastonia. NC 28502 Rocky Mount, NC 27804
(336) 631-5125 X (910) 2511058 (828) 3502437 (704) 833-0854 (252Y977-9522

Fax: (336) 7254493 . Fax: (910) 251-7975 Fax: (828) 350-2439 Fax: (704) 833-1467 Fax: (282)977- 7902

Toll Free in NC: (800) 685-8916 Toll Free in NC: (888) 848-1833 '

htip: burr.senate.gov



United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

FEB 0 7 2008

IN REPLY REFER TO:

The Honorable Richard Burr
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 - 3308

Dear Senator Burr:

f'hank you tor your letter ot January 11, 2008, to Secretary Kempthorne regarding the new U.S.
World Hentage Tentative List (list of candidate sites). On behalf of the Secretary, 1 have been
asked to reply. You indicate your support for the request oi a constituent that the Wnght
Brothers National Memonial (Kitty Hawk, NC) be considered jointly along with the Dayton
Aviation Sites at such time as the latter properties are considered for nomination by the United
States to the World Heritage List.

As you are aware, the Wnight Brothers National Memorial was nominated to the World Heritage
List by the United States in 1981, but the nomination was withdrawn when the International
Council on Monuments and Sites, the official advisor to the World Heritage Committee on
cultural sites, recommended against its listing, primarily due to its judgment that the site has lost
its historic integrity.

The Secretary has now included the Dayton Aviation Sites in the U.S. World Heritage Tentative
List. The Tentative List entry (copy enclosed) for the Dayton Aviation Sites notes specifically
that if and when a nomination of the Dayton Aviation Sites is considered, the Kitty Hawk site
will be reexamined for its inclusion.

Your interest and that of your constituent in the World Heritage Program is appreciated and 1
hope that this response is of service to you. If you need further assistance, please feel free to
contact Stephen A. Morris, Chief, Office of International Affairs, at 202-354-1803.

Sincerely,

Mary A. Bomar
Director

Enclosure
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Wnited States Senate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3308
February 29, 2008
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Ms. Cynthia Reed

Congressional & Legislative Affairs
U. S. Department of Interior

Room 6256

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Reed:

closed is a copy of correspondence I bave received from my constituent, _
concerning your letter dated December 20, 2007
regarding e restaurant which was on thel I EERENC

western North Carolina.

1 believe that you will find this letter to be self-explanatory.

[ would appreciate it if you would review the enclosed correspondence and provide me
with any information that may be helpful to my constituent.

I am grateful for any assistance you may be able to provide in this matter.

Sincerely,

(WA

Richard Burr
United States Senator

RB:sh
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United States Department of the Interior k.)
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Washington, DC 20240 TAKE PRIDE’
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APR 1 1 2008

The Honorable Richard Burr
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Burr:

o the Oftice ol Congressional and

Thank you for your letter dated February 29. 200
Legislative Affairs concerning your constituents,
regarding a restaurant operation they held on the
been sent to my office for a personal reply.

‘our letter has

[n my letter of December 20, 2007. 1 explained the position ol the Burcau of Indian Affairs in
this matier. We have not changed our position since then and we make no comment on the

merits of vour constituents’ representations in their latest letter to you. I vour constituents still

believe that they have been agerieved. they will have to pursuc the matter with the
will be a party to this matter only if called upon by

The BIA,
or if the Department’s responsibilitics to the Tribe are directly
ve cannot be of further assistance to vou in this matter.

implicated.

on for vour concern in this matter. We refer you to the _

for any further questions regarding this matier.

Sincerely.

Carl J. Artman
Assistant Secretary - Indian Atiairs






Copy

United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, D.C. 20240

NOV 1 82008

The Honorable Richard Burr
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Burr:

Thank you for your October 14, 2008, letter to the Office of Congressional and
Legislative Affairs concerning your constituent
allegations of discrimination under the r

other Federal laws preventing discrimination by State or local programs that
receive Federal financial assistance. The Department received your letter on
November 4, 2008.

We sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter, and I am referring your letter
to the appropriate member of our staff for response. You will hear from us again
in the near future.

Please let me know whenever I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

Matt Eames
Director, Office of Congressional

and Legislative Affairs
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, D.C. 20240

The Honorable Richard Burr

United States Senator DEC 80 2008
200 West First Street, Suite 508

Winston-Salem, North Carolina 27104

Dear Senator Burr:

Thank you for your letter of Octob 8. to the Office of Congressional and Legislative
Affairs, regarding your constituent, who contacted your office regarding a
matter involving the Department of the Interior. half of Matt Eames, Director of

Congressional and Legislative Affairs, I have been asked to respond. [ regret the delay in my

response.

By way of background, the Office of Civil Rights is responsible for administering the
Department’s Public Civil Rights program, which includes processing discrimination complaints.

ssue in question on April 16, 2008, wherein .

filed a complaint concerning thei
' Commission (NCWRC) subjected o

alleged the North Carolina Wi S
iscaginati basis of

The U.S. e Service was assigned this complaint
for processing and is curren orking with the parties to resolve the matter. A copy of the
NCWRC letter responding to allegation, as well as 2 copy of Fish and Wildlife’s
request to the NCWRC for further clarificaiion, is enclosed for your review.

1 hope this information is helpful in responding to your constituent. Please let me know if I can
be of further assistance. I may be contacted at (202) 208-5693.

Sincerely,

{ G

Shaton D. Eller, Director
Office of Civil Rights

Enclosures



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

DEC 3 1 2008

The Honorable Richard Burr
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510-3308

Dear Senator Burr:

As the time draws near to this Administration’s end, I would like to say that ] have
enjoyed working with you and your staff.

I have appreciated your candor and support for many of the Administration's initiatives.
While we have not always agreed on the outcome of these measures, I have always
respected your passion on these matters. Together we have increased the funding for
national parks, we have worked to restore healthy lands while helping to secure energy
for our Nation, and we have helped stop the spread of cnme in Indian Country and
improved Indian education. As a former United States Senator, ] know how hard
Members of Congress work to achieve results to keep America moving forward.

In the years to come, I hope and trust we will be able to work together in whatever
capacity our futures hold for us. Thank you for your sesyice to the Nation.

DIRK KEMPTHORNE

T Zcnidl po Py
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RICHARD BURR

5TH DisTalCT, NORTH CARDLINA

- -
Richard, BureNCO5 & mail,house,gov
nupUivanaw, house gov/burr

Mr. Paul Hoffman

Congress of the Wnited States
1bouse of Representatives
TWaghington, BE 205153305

Deputy Assistant Secretary

United States Department of the Interior
Division of Fish, Wildlife and Parks
1849 C Street, Northwest

Room 3156

‘Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Hoffman:

T am writing to you conc

place on leave, and terminate

December 19, 2003

32022252995 # 2/

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE

VicE CHAIRMAN

SELECT COMMITTEE ON
INTELLIGENCE

COMMITTEE ON
INTERNATIONAL RELATICNS

erming the recent press accounts of the United States Park Service’s decision to

Non-Responsive ]

:

1 appreciate your prompt attention to this matter as well as having your response faxed to my Washington,
D.C. office no later than January 2, 2004.

Sincerely,

Mer®er of Coripress

emn—

cc: The Honorable Gale Norton, Secretary of the Interior
The Honorable Charles Taylor, Chairman, House Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittce

on the Interior and Related Agencies

The Honorable George Radonovich, Chairman House Committee on Resources, Subcommittee

on National Parks, Recreation and Public Lands

O wagwsicron, DC Qerice:
1526 LonagworTH House OFficE BURDING
WASHNGTON, DC 205815
(202} 225-207
Fax: (202) 225-2995

DC Inro Line: {202) 226-0320

a

VVINGTON-SALEM QFFICE:
2000 WesT FIAST STAEET, SUITE 508
WinsTON-SaLEm, NC 27104

(236} 631-5125
Fax: (336) 725-4483

IN NC: 1{800] 685-8216
PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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J.J. Haves FEDERAL BURDING
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WiLkeseoro, NC 28657
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United States Department of the Interior i o
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Southeast Regional Office
Atlanta Federal Center
1924 Building
IN REPLY REFER TO: 100 Alabama St., S.W.
SER-D Atlanta, Georgia 30303 MAR 8 2 2009

The Honorable Richard Burr
United States Senate

2000 West First Street

Suite 508

Winston-Salem, NC 27104

Dear Senator Buir:

Thank you for your letter of January 22, 2009, to the Department of the Interior on behalf of your
constituent, _ regarding a proposed property easement involving the Blue Ridge
Parkway. I have been asked to respond on behalf of the National Park Service (NPS) and we
hope the following information is helpful to you.

To address your concerns, we asked Park Superintendent Phil Francis to investigate. The Blue
Ridge Baptist Church is requesting an additional .485-acre easement be added to the church’s
deed reserved cemetery as the existing cemetery is rapidly approaching capacity. The church
and cemetery are located entirely within the boundary of the Blue Ridge Parkway. It was deed
reserved by the State of North Carolina in 1943 for the purpose “of maintaining a house for
religious worship and a cemetery.”

The Blue Ridge Baptist Church has been a good neighbor to the Blue Ridge Parkway for over
sixty years. The people in the congregation are good-hearted and take great pride in their church.
The building and grounds are always immaculately maintained, visually pleasing to Parkway
visitors. The entire setting, the church building, cemetery, and grounds, is an attribute to the
historic and cultural landscape of this rural, mountain community. However, as much as we
appreciate the positive contribution this congregation has made to the Blue Ridge Parkway, the
request to use federal land for non-park purposes is constrained by law and policy that take
precedence.

First, there is no legal authority for the National Park Service (NPS) to sell, lease, or convey park
land for the purpose of maintaining a cemetery. Second, the NPS, in its capacity as the legal
owner of public lands, is required to formulate coherent and equitable policy as it relates to the
many cemeteries encompassed within park lands. The NPS Management Policies Manual
addresses the issue of family cemeteries at §8.6.10.2. It states:

TAKE PRIDE" , 4
INAMERICASSY
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“The burial of family members in family cemeteries that have been acquired by the
Park Service in the course of establishment of parks will be permitted to the extent
practicable, pursuant to applicable regulations, until space allotted to the cemeteries

has been filled.”

The NPS has examined the issue of cemetery expansion and found that policy dictates that
internments should cease when available space has been filled. For these reasons, we are unable
to grant the Blue Ridge Baptist Church’s request to expand the cemetery beyond the deed
reserved easement.

Thank you again for contacting us on this matter and we hope this response adequately provides
the information you need. If you need further information, please do not hesitate to call Realty
Specialist Sheila Gasperson at 199 Hemphill Knob Road, Asheville, NC 28803 or at (828) 271-
4779 ext. 218, or Park Superintendent Francis at (828) 271-4779, extension 202. We appreciate
your interest in the National Park Service and the Blue Ridge Parkway.

Sincerely,

| {/il/bo ':;félab \

David Vela
Regional Director
Southeast Region










































Land Management (BLM) to retain the nonproducing lease rentals funds in the onshore oil and
gas program. These important funds from rentals support seven pilot offices that contribute
significantly in processing permits for industry in some of the most active offices. Companies
have an inventory of approximately 7,000 applications for permits to drill that have been
approved by BLM, but that have not yet been exercised. This figure represents leases where
drilling operations are approved by the BLM and available to drill by industry. In both acres
leased and permits issued but not yet acted upon, industry has a healthy inventory of
opportunities to move ahead with energy production.

The BLM is offering onshore lease sales that continue to put even more lands under oil and gas
leases, and industry response indicates that these are lands with significant potential. In 2011,
the BLM held 32 oil and gas lease sales covering nearly 4.4 million acres and generating

$256 million in revenue for American taxpayers and shared disbursements to the states. This
reflects a 20 percent increase in lease sale revenues from 2010. The largest sale in 2011 was the
BLM’s July 12 auction in Billings, Montana, where 111 parcels covering 32,180 acres of public
land (19,392 acres in North Dakota; 12,788 acres in South Dakota) brought in more than

$66 million. Bonus bids in this sale were the second-highest received by the BLM since the
Leasing Reform Act of 1987. The December 2011 sale in the National Petroleum Reserve-
Alaska (NPR-A) attracted significantly more industry bids than the August 2010 sale. In the
2011 NPR-A sale, the BLM sold 17 tracts for $3.6 million, as compared to the sale of five tracts
for $799,995 in the 2010 sale. Indicating the Department’s commitment to responsibly
expanding exploration and development activities on the public lands, this increased response in
the NPR-A resulted partly from the Department’s effort to resolve interagency issues with
crossing the Colville River to serve development in the NPR-A.

The BLM continues to make new acres available for lease in 2012. Thus far, four lease sales
have been held, and the BLM expects to hold an additional 32 lease sales over the course of the
year.

Our leasing reforms have also allowed the Department to offer leases with fewer impediments to
leasing as we fully address the issues that would otherwise lead to sale protests, appeals, and
litigation as we clear parcels for the final sale list. In Wyoming, where 100 percent of lease sale
parcels were protested in 2008, the BLM held a lease sale this month on which three protests were
filed against seven of the 204 parcels in the sale. The sale went forward and produced nearly

$22 million in bonus bids, after all protests had been addressed. In 2009, nearly 50 percent of all
new oil and gas parcels were being protested. Today, since the implementation of leasing reforms
in early 2011, the number has declined to 36 percent.

We will continue to promote exploration and development of important domestic onshore
resources with an approach that appropriately balances development with the Department’s other
responsibilities, as well as fair financial return to the U.S. citizens who own these precious
resources under the Department’s management. The BLM is implementing leasing reforms so
that future lease sales will offer parcels in appropriate locations and reduce the contention and
litigation that have characterized many development proposals in the past decade. Our goal is to
work with local communities and address conflicts prior to lease sales, so that leasing
activities—and the jobs that they generate—can move forward without being held up by protests
or potential litigation.



Offshore

Offshore, the Administration is committed to making the areas with the most substantial
resources available to companies, and to incentivizing diligent development of leases. The
Deepwater Horizon uncontrolled blowout and oil spill made all too clear the tremendous human
and environmental costs that can come from deepwater oil and gas drilling without proper
safeguards. I am proud of the efforts the Department has taken to reform and strengthen our
offshore drilling safety regime. I believe that the temporary pause in deepwater drilling activity
following the oil spill was necessary to protect the human, marine, and coastal environments
while we heightened standards, gained control of the Macondo well, and responded to the spill.
The largest oil spill in American history demanded that strong action be taken. I am pleased that
our reforms have increased safety and preparedness, including the development of readily
available subsea containment systems, and restored public confidence in the industry and
regulatory oversight. Offshore oil and gas exploration and development under these heightened
standards is moving forward, and industry is continuing to invest in the Gulf of Mexico.

On December 14, the Department’s Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) held
Western Gulf of Mexico Lease Sale 218, which attracted over 240 bids on 191 tracts, with nearly
$338 million in total high bonus bids—about $100 million more than the average for Western
Gulf sales over the previous decade. The Administration has announced that BOEM will hold
Consolidated Central Gulf of Mexico Lease Sale 216/222 on June 20, 2012. The Lease Sale
216/222 will make available all unleased areas in the Central Gulf of Mexico, a region that
BOEM estimates contains close to 31 billion barrels of oil and 134 trillion cubic feet of natural
gas that are currently undiscovered and technically recoverable. The Central Guif alone is
estimated to hold about one-third of the OCS’s undiscovered resources.

The Lease Sale 216/222 is the last remaining sale scheduled in the 2007-2012 OCS Oil and
Natural Gas Leasing Program. As the President discussed in his State of the Union, we are
finalizing the next Five Year Program for 2012-2017, which will make more than 75 percent of
estimated undiscovered technically recoverable oil and gas resources on the OCS available
for development. The Proposed 2012-2017 OCS Oil and Gas Leasing Program schedules

12 potential lease sales in the Gulf of Mexico, as well as three potential sales off the coast of
Alaska.

In addition to holding lease sales, BOEM has implemented administrative reforms to ensure fair
return to taxpayers and encourage diligent development. These include escalating rental rates to
encourage prompt exploration and development of leases, as well as extensions built into the
terms of the lease if the operator demonstrates a commitment to exploration by drilling a well
during the base period. The length of lease terms is graduated by water depth to account for
differences in operating at various water depths. The BOEM recently increased the minimum
bid for deepwater to $100 per acre, up from only $37.50, to ensure that taxpayers receive fair
market value for offshore resources and to provide leaseholders with additional impetus to invest
in leases that they are more likely to develop. Rigorous analysis of the last 15 years of lease
sales in the Gulf of Mexico showed that deepwater leases that received high bids of less than








