
More collaboration between 
Park staff and subsistence users 

Both RACs and SRC review 
and comment 

Potential application errors 
are immediately resolved 

Faster application 
processing times 

Changes to the Individual Customary and Traditional (C&T) Process (01/2021) 

What is C&T Use? 
C&T Use is a long- 

established, consistent 
pattern of use, incorporating 
practices and customs which 
have been transmitted from 

generation to generation that 
play an important role in the 

community. 

What is a C&T Use Determination? 
• C&T Use Determinations are made for areas 

and species through the Federal regulatory 
process. 

• Only residents of areas specified in the C&T 
determination are considered “Federally 
qualified subsistence users” for that species 
and area. 

What is an Individual C&T? 
Per 50 CFR 100.16, individual C&T use only applies to National Park 
Service (NPS) managed parks and monuments where subsistence is 
authorized. To hunt or trap in a national park or monument, a person 
must: 
• Be a Federally qualified subsistence user 
• Have a C&T determination 
• EITHER live in a resident zone community OR have a 13.440 

subsistence eligibility permit 
 

The Federal Subsistence Board has made changes to streamline the Individual C&T process: 
 

Step Application 
Window Application Review Proposed Analysis Advisory 

Committee Review Decisionmaker Decision 
Timeline 

 
Previous 
Process 

 
Every two 

years 

May be invalidated if 
application is incomplete 

or 13.440 subsistence 
eligibility permit is needed 

Standard 8 factor format for C&T 
proposals. Analysis is prepared by 

NPS and Office of Subsistence 
Management (OSM) staff 

Federal Subsistence 
Regional Advisory 
Council(s) (RAC) 

Federal 
Subsistence 
Board (FSB) 

Fixed schedule: 
at annual FSB 

regulatory meeting 

 
New 

Process 

 

Open 
continuously 

NPS staff collaborates with 
applicant and helps 

process 13.440 
subsistence eligibility 

permits, if needed 

 
Standard 8 factor format for C&T 
proposals. Analysis is prepared by 

NPS staff 

Federal Subsistence 
RAC(s) AND 

National Park Service 
Subsistence Resource 

Commission (SRC) 

 
Federal 

Subsistence 
Board (FSB) 

Flexible schedule: 
at next public FSB 
meeting following 

RAC and SRC 
recommendations 
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