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S.D. Nelson, an enrolled member of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, is a world-
renowned artist and author.  He has written and illustrated ten books and illustrated 
six other books. Raised in a military family, S.D. often moved as a child, but spent 
summers at his mother’s home on the Standing Rock Reservation. It was there he 
learned about his Lakota heritage as his mother told him the traditional Lakota 
stories that would become the subjects of his books. After attending high school in 
Fargo, North Dakota, he earned a bachelor's degree in Art at Minnesota State 
University in Moorhead.  Following graduation, S.D. briefly worked as an art teacher 
in the Wahpeton, North Dakota, public schools, before moving to Flagstaff, Arizona. 
S.D. spent 26 years as a teacher in the Flagstaff public schools before his first book 
Gift Horse, a Lakota Story, was published in 1999.  
 
This exhibition features over a dozen original paintings S.D. created to illustrate four 
of his books - Dance in a Buffalo Skull, Crazy Horse’s Vision, The Star People-A Lakota 
Story, and Greet the Dawn. His painting’s vibrant colors capture the viewer’s eye, and 
flowing lines and forms convey the sense of movement and action of their subjects.  
His work often depicts the imagery of the open prairies where S.D. spent his 
childhood summers, with expansive skies, towering clouds, and endless seas of 
grasslands. Combining timeless Lakota stories with contemporary art, his books have 
captivated audiences both young and old for over twenty years.  
 
S.D. Nelson has received recognition for his work in many forms, including presenting 
numerous lectures at the National Museum of the American Indian, Washington, 
D.C., and serving as the keynote speaker for 2010 South Dakota Literary Conference. 
His books have received the American Indian Library Association Honor Book Award, 
American Library Association Notable Book Award, and Western Writers of America 
Spur Storyteller Award. Additionally, his work has been exhibited at the Heard 
Museum, Phoenix, Arizona, National Museum of the American Indian, Washington, 
D.C., and Coconino Center for the Arts, Flagstaff, Arizona. This exhibit marks the first 
time S.D.’s work has been exhibited in South Dakota.  
 
 
 

The Sioux Indian Museum, managed by the U.S. Department of the Interior, Indian 
Arts and Crafts Board, is located in The Journey Museum, 222 New York Street, Rapid 
City, SD 57701.  For admission fees and hours of operation please visit www.doi.gov/
iacb/our-museums/sioux or call (605) 394-6923. 

Stories from the Prairie 
featuring 

S.D. Nelson 

Purple Shadows  
(from the book Greet the Dawn) 

Acrylic on paper 
© 2012 S.D. Nelson 
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Cloud People I (from the book The Star People) 
Acrylic on paper 
© 2003 S.D. Nelson 

Dance in a Buffalo Skull (from the book Dance in a Buffalo 
Skull) 
Acrylic on board 
© 2007 S.D. Nelson 

Crazy Horse’s Vision (from the book Crazy Horse’s Vision) 
Acrylic on board 
© 2000 S.D. Nelson 

Ranch House, Red Pickup Truck, (from the book Coyote Christmas) 
Acrylic on paper  
© 2007 S.D. Nelson 


