
BUDGET JUSTIFICATION

Funds from a NLCS grant will provide field support where none is available, ameliorating challenges to

the duration of the fieldwork, constraints on crew size, and ensuring that collected material can be

properly prepared and curated by the repository. Our total annual budget for this project is $23,501; the
amount requested is $21,470. Because museum curation and subsequent laboratory work are partially

facilitated by existing laboratory consumables, and student and volunteer labor, a portion of field and lab

expenses are offered �in-kind.� We have separated the field budget into itemized sections, including (1)
vehicular transport of crew, fossils, and supplies (to/from the field), and accommodation in Bluff, Utah,

(2) field supplies and other direct costs, (3) student preparator salary for one year, and (4) indirect costs.

(1) Travel/Transport

PI (USC), Fleet Vehicle Rental (vehicle type, SUV-Intermediate 4x4)

Vehicle rental fee (to be covered in-kind): 409.00 (long-term base fee) + 0.42 mileage * 1480 total

estimated miles           $1031 
 

Estimated fuel cost: 1380 miles round trip from Los Angeles to site (Bluff, Utah) + 100 miles on site

(trips between outcrops to/from Bluff and resupply trips) * $0.54/mi (2016 average gas mileage)  

           $800

 

Co-PI plus one graduate student (California State University), personal vehicular transport

Estimated fuel cost: 1288 miles round trip from San Bernardino to site (Bluff, Utah) * $0.54/mi  
           $696

 

Additional field crew, David Berman and Amy Henrici (Carnegie Museum), personal vehicular transport
Estimated fuel cost: 3,600 miles round trip from Pittsburgh to site (Bluff, Utah) * $0.54/mi 

$1944

 

Accommodation in Bluff, Utah ($200/night for entire ~6 member crew * 14 nights)
$2800

Per Diem ($25/day * crew of ~6 * 14 days)      $2100

 
Total Travel:         $9371

(2) Supplies and Other Direct Costs

Plaster (2 bags * $15.00)         $30

Burlap (1 large roll)          $90

Toilet paper (1 large pack)         $20

Paper towels (1 pack of 8)         $12

Gallon-sized ziplock baggies (2 boxes * $4.00)       $8

Cyanoacrylate glue (6 bottles * $10.00)        $60

Acryloid/paraloid beads         $150

Duct tape (6 rolls * $10.00)         $60

Collecting bags (sold in quantity of 100)       $100

Est. in-kind supplies from USC and Museum (e.g., preparation consumables)   $1000

Mailing of rock/carbonate samples (conodont microfossils)     $250

Publication fees          $3000

 
Total Supplies:         $4780
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(3) Salaries

In addition to travel and field data collection conducted by the PI, Co-PI, and participating field crew,

financial support is requested in the form of salary for curation of collected materials, including fossil

preparation by a student trainee. The PI�s salary will be paid through his percent effort (4%) in-kind

matching. Given students� needs for consistent employment following a regular weekly schedule, we
propose to hire and train a part-time undergraduate assistant over two academic semesters who will assist

in fossil preparation. Per University of Southern California�s policies, fringe benefits do not apply to part-

time student employees.

Salaries

Principal Investigator 4% effort in-kind matching     $5500

Undergraduate (two 15-wk semesters) 10 hrs/wk * 30 wks * $15/hr   $4500

 
 Total Salary:         $10,000

+ Indirect Costs:        $4321

 Total Budget (including Indirect Costs):     $28472

Total Requested:        $20941

Budget Category NLCS Requested USC In-Kind Museum In-Kind

Travel $8340 $1031 

Supplies $3780 ~$500.00 ~$500.00

PI Salary  $5500 

Student salary $4500  

Indirect costs $4321  

Totals $20941 $7031 $500.00

Indirect Costs

The off-campus rate at University of Southern California is 26% of MTDC, as determined by the

University of Southern California�s most recent indirect cost negotiation agreement. The off-campus
MTDC base excludes facilities rental costs and operations and maintenance expenses from the direct cost

items of materials, supplies, and services.
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