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U.S. Department of the Interior

[. Introduction

The U.S. Department of the Interior (Interior), Utah Reclamation Mitigation and Conservation Commission
(Mitigation Commission), and the Central Utah Water Conservancy District (District) are Joint Lead Agencies
responsible for compliance and implementation of the Provo River Delta Restoration Project (PRDRP). This
Record of Decision (ROD) documents Interior’s selection of Alternative B (The Preferred Alternative) and
Option 2 as described in the Final Environmental Impact Statement (Final EIS) and as modified herein as the
Selected Action for implementation.

The Executive Director for the Mitigation Commission will issue a separate ROD for the PRDRP. This
separate decision is necessitated by the responsibility and authority of the Mitigation Commission to
mitigate for the Central Utah Project.

The Final EIS was filed with the Environmental Protection Agency and a Notice of Availability was published
in the Federal Register on April 17, 2015. The PRDRP Final EIS and this ROD fulfill the requirements of the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) (42 USC 4321 et seq.) and the Council on Environmental
Quality Regulations for Implementation of Procedural Provisions of NEPA (40 CFR 1505.2). The Final EIS also
serves as the NEPA compliance document for the Clean Water Act, Endangered Species Act, National
Historic Preservation Act, and Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, and provides authority for the Joint Lead
Agencies to enter into contracts and agreements and to obtain permits that will be required for the
construction and operation of the PRDRP.

The PRDRP will restore a naturally functioning river-lake interface (delta) essential for recruitment of June
sucker (Chasmistes liorus), a species listed as endangered under the Endangered Species Act (7 USC § 136,
16 USC § 1531 et seq.). June sucker exists naturally only in Utah Lake and its tributaries. The PRDRP will
provide habitat for spawning, hatching, larval transport, survival, rearing, and recruitment of June sucker. In
addition to fulfilling environmental commitments associated with water development projects in Utah and
contributing to recovery of June sucker, the project is intended to help improve water quality on the lower
Provo River and to provide enhancements for public recreation in Utah County. The Selected Action will
reduce the amount of private lands that will need to be acquired for the project while still providing
adequate space for a naturally functioning river delta and sufficient habitat enhancement for achieving the
needs of the project.

This ROD approves the completion of the PRDRP through the combined efforts of Interior, the District, and
the Mitigation Commission and other potential participants. This ROD explains the basis for this decision
and establishes certain parameters under which the PRDRP will be constructed and operated. This ROD
concludes that the Selected Action provides the best balance of meeting the project purposes and need of
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| approve Interior's cooperation with the Utah Reclamation Mitigation and Conservation Commission

and the Central Utah Water Conservancy District and approve proceeding with the final design,
construction, and operation of the PRDRP, in accordance with commitments made herein and statutory

and contractual obligations.

PrincipalDeputy AssistaBecretary - Wateand Science
U.S. Department of the Interior
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