
When I grow up, I want to be a…Park Ranger Interpreter! 
htps://careers.doi.gov/occupa�onal-series/park-ranger 
htps://www.nps.gov/ar�cles/000/nps-careers-interpreta�on.htm 

What Do Park Ranger Interpreters Do? 
Interpretation can be a confusing term because it has 
mul�ple meanings. No, we don’t all speak another 
language! In this context, interpreta�on refers to the 
work of rangers and other staff who interpret the park 
to visitors. Interpreters aim to help visitors make their 
own connec�ons to the park and its stories. They want 
the people who visit to see themselves in park stories 
and make intellectual and emo�onal connec�ons 
to park resources. 

To help people make these connec�ons, interpreters try to learn a lot about the park where they work. They should 
have a good understanding of the things people ask about: the history of the park, the plants and animals that call it 
home, and lots of other related topics. Interpreters need to do their homework! 

Bureaus that employ Park Ranger Interpreters: 

This is a job for you, if you enjoy: 
• Working with different people
• Learning about and protec�ng historical

buildings, archeological treasures, natural
resources and animals.

• Customer service
• Teamwork and collabora�on
• Learning and educa�ng
• Being outside

Age-Appropriate Ac�vi�es 
Ac�vi�es for 4 and under: 

• A Mark Trail Coloring Book
• Migratory Bird Coloring Book
• Natural Sounds with NPS
• NPS Kids in Parks

Ac�vi�es for Ages 5+: 
• Every Kid Outdoors
• NPS Parks With Junior Ranger Programs
• Na�onal Junior Ranger Booklets
• Junior Ranger Online

• Be A Junior Ranger - New Bedford Whaling
Na�onal Historical Park

• Be A Junior Ranger - Grand Teton Na�onal Park
• Be A Junior Ranger - Lewis & Clark Na�onal

Historic Trail +
• Become a Virtual Junior Ranger - Craters of The

Moon Na�onal Monument & Preserve

Ac�vi�es for Ages 9 – 12 Years: 
• Island of the Blue Dolphins
• Junior Ranger Let's Go Fishing! - Fish & Fishing

https://careers.doi.gov/occupational-series/park-ranger
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/nps-careers-interpretation.htm
https://fws.gov/media/mark-trail-coloring-book
https://fws.gov/media/migratory-bird-coloring-book
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/sound/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/kids/index.htm
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feverykidoutdoors.gov%2Findex.htm&data=05%7C01%7Ckayla_tucker%40nps.gov%7Cdf5332c898d04fcaaa3e08db30797559%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638157070439011387%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5iEIf9gI8fRCgni6HrQgMxMfZw7qcSae4zgeReWu%2Fww%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nps.gov/kids/parks-with-junior-ranger-programs.htm
https://www.nps.gov/kids/junior-rangers.htm
https://www.nps.gov/kids/junior-ranger-online.htm
https://www.nps.gov/nebe/learn/kidsyouth/beajuniorranger.htm
https://www.nps.gov/nebe/learn/kidsyouth/beajuniorranger.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grte/learn/kidsyouth/beajuniorranger.htm
https://www.nps.gov/lecl/learn/kidsyouth/beajuniorranger.htm
https://www.nps.gov/lecl/learn/kidsyouth/beajuniorranger.htm
https://www.nps.gov/crmo/learn/kidsyouth/juniorranger.htm
https://www.nps.gov/crmo/learn/kidsyouth/juniorranger.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/islandofthebluedolphins/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/fishing/junior-ranger-fishing.htm
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