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IINTRODUCTION

The Federal Subsistence Board (Board) invites your comments on the enclosed proposals to 
change Federal subsistence wildlife hunting and trapping regulations for the 2024–2026 regulatory 
years (July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2026). These proposals seek changes to existing Federal subsistence 
regulations for the taking of wildlife on Federal public lands and waters in Alaska. Wildlife 
proposals submitted during the current regulatory cycle can be found beginning on page 8.

In addition, the Board is asking for your comments on existing wildlife closures that will be 
reviewed by the Subsistence Regional Advisory Councils and the Board during this wildlife cycle. 
The wildlife closures being reviewed can be found beginning on page 5.

You may mail your comments to the Federal Subsistence Board at the address on the previous page 
of this book or email them to subsistence@fws.gov.  
Please refer to a specific proposal number or wildlife closure number in your comments. All 
comments received by June 30, 2023 will be included in the meeting materials for the appropriate 
Subsistence Regional Advisory Councils to discuss at their fall meetings and the Board at its spring 
2023 meeting.

Before making decisions on these proposals and wildlife closures, the Board considers technical 
analyses prepared by its staff, recommendations from the 10 Subsistence Regional Advisory 
Councils, and any written public comments and oral testimony it receives on the proposal, along 
with Tribal and Alaska Native Corporation comments received during consultations. The Board 
may consider and act on alternatives that address the intent of a proposal while differing in 
approach. Once the Board makes its decisions, the changes will be published as final regulations 
for the 2024–2026 regulatory years, effective July 1, 2024, and the regulation book distributed 
throughout Alaska.

Missing out on the latest Federal subsistence issues? If you’d like to receive 
emails and notifications on the Federal Subsistence Management Program 
you may subscribe for regular updates by emailing:  
fws-fsb-subsistence-request@lists.fws.gov.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Federal Subsistence Board
The Federal Subsistence Board oversees the Federal 
Subsistence Management Program. Board members include 
the Alaska directors of five Federal agencies: the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, National Park Service, Bureau of 
Land Management, Bureau of Indian Affairs and the U.S. 
Forest Service. The Board Chair is a representative of the 
Secretaries of the Interior and Agriculture. Two additional 
public members are appointed by the Secretaries to 
represent rural subsistence users.

Federal Subsistence Regional Advisory Councils 
(Council(s)), State of Alaska representatives, and the 
general public play an active role in the regulatory process. 
You can find information about the Federal Subsistence 
Board on the Federal Subsistence Management Program’s 
website at: www.doi.gov/subsistence or by contacting the 
Office of Subsistence Management at 800-478-1456 or 
907-786-3888.

Regional Advisory Councils
The Federal Subsistence Management Program divides 
Alaska into 10 subsistence resource regions, each 
represented by a Subsistence Regional Advisory Council. 
These 10 Councils provide an opportunity for Alaskans 
to contribute in a meaningful way to the management 
of subsistence resources. Subsistence users and other 
stakeholders have the opportunity to comment and offer 
input on subsistence issues at Council meetings. Councils 
meet a least twice a year to develop proposals to change 
Federal subsistence regulations, and review and make 
recommendations on proposals submitted by others.

Council membership
The Secretaries of the Interior and Agriculture appoint 
Council members. Members must reside in the area they 
wish to represent and have knowledge of subsistence 
uses and needs. Each year the Office of Subsistence 
Management accepts applications and nominations for 
membership between August and January. If you are 
interested in applying for membership, please contact 
Katya Wessels or the council coordinator for your region.

Federal Subsistence  
Regional Advisory Council 
Coordinators
Council Coordinators facilitate communication between the 
Subsistence Regional Advisory Councils and the Federal 
Subsistence Board. Each Coordinator is responsible for 
one or two regions and serves as a contact for the Councils, 
Federal agency staff, and the public. Contact a Coordinator 
for more information on the activities of each Council.

Southeast Region
DeAnna Perry
Juneau
(907) 586-7918
deanna.perry@usda.gov

Northwest Arctic and  
Kodiak/Aleutians 
Regions
Lisa Hutchinson-Scarbrough
Anchorage 
(907) 310-4097
lisa_hutchinson@fws.gov

Western Interior and 
Seward Peninsula 
Regions
Nissa Bates Pilcher
Fairbanks 
(907) 891-9054
nissa_batespilcher@fws.gov

Southcentral and North 
Slope Regions
Jessica Gill
Anchorage
(907) 310-6129
jessica_gill@fws.gov

Bristol Bay Region
Leigh Honig
Anchorage 
(907) 891-9053
leigh_honig@fws.gov

Eastern Interior and 
Yukon-Kuskokwim 
Regions
Brooke McDavid
Anchorage 
(907) 891-9181
brooke_mcdavid@fws.gov

For information on Regional Advisory Council 
membership, contact:

Katerina “Katya” Wessels
(800) 478-1456 or (907) 786-3885

Fax: (907) 786-3898
katerina_wessels@fws.gov
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2024–2026 Wildlife Proposals

Proposal 
Number

Affected
Region(s) Species Unit General Description Page

Statewide

WP24-01 Statewide Brown Bear Statewide Allow sale of brown bear hides 8

Southeast

WP24-02 SE Goat 1C Extend season to July 24-Dec. 31 10

WP24-03 SE Goat 1C Close to non-federally qualified users from 
Aug. 1-31 11

WP24-04 SE Deer 4 Angoon area - close to non-federally qualified 
users from Nov. 1-15 13

WP24-05 SE Deer 4 Hoonah area - close to non-federally qualified 
users Nov. 1-15 16

WP24-06 SE Deer 4 Pelican area - close to non-federally qualified 
users Nov. 1-15 19

Southcentral

WP24-07 Statewide Furbearers 7, 14C Establish trapping exemptions within 
Anchorage municipality 22

WP24-08 Statewide All 7, 15 Establish setbacks to taking game along 
Sterling Highway 31

WP24-09 SC,EI Caribou 13A, 13B Modify harvest limit and expand delegated 
authority for Nelchina caribou 35

Kodiak/Aleutians

WP24-10 KA Brown Bear 8 Implement locking tag fee exemption 37

WP24-11 KA Deer 8 Remove restriction on anterless harvest Oct.1 
- Jan. 31 44

Bristol Bay

WP24-12 BB Moose 9B Extend fall season to align with State 
regulations 46

WP24-13 BB Moose 9B Extend fall season to align with State 
regulations 48
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2024–2026 Wildlife Proposals

Proposal 
Number

Affected
Region(s) Species Unit General Description Page

WP24-14 BB Moose 9B Extend fall season to align with State 
regulations 49

WP24-15 BB Caribou 9C Establish hunt for resident herd in Katmai 
National Preserve 51

WP24-16 BB,KA Caribou 9E Include residents of Unit 9C in §804 restriction 53

WP24-17 BB,KA Caribou 9E Include King Salmon, Naknek, and South 
Naknek in §804 restriction 55

WP24-18 BB,WI Caribou 17 Expand hunt area boundary for Nushagak 
caribou 59

Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta

WP24-19 YKD,WI Moose 18 Extend season to October 15 within the 
Kanektok and Arolik drainages 60

WP24-20 YKD,WI Moose 18 Modify harvest limit and expand delegated 
authority for winter season 61

WP24-21 YKD,WI Moose 18 Include Kwigillingok, Kongiganak, and 
Quinhagak in §804 restriction 71

WP24-22 YKD Muskox 18 Establish a customary and traditional use 
determination 74

WP24-23 YKD Muskox 18 Establish hunt 76

Western Interior

WP24-24 WI N/A 19 Divide 19A into two subunits 80

WP24-25 WI Sheep 24A, 24B Reduce harvest limit to 1 ram within Gates of 
the Arctic National Park 81

WP24-26 WI Sheep 24A, 26B Extend closure to all users for two years 82

Seward Peninsula

WP24-27 SP,NWA,NS Muskox 22, 23 Change to draw permit hunt; standardize 
Delegated authority for all hunts 84
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2024–2026 Wildlife Proposals

Proposal 
Number

Affected
Region(s) Species Unit General Description Page

Northwest Arctic

WP24-28 YKD,WI,SP, 
NWA, EI,NS Caribou 21D, 22, 

23, 24, 26A
Reduce harvest limit to 4 caribou per year,. 
only one of which may be a cow 90

WP24-29 WI,SP,NWA, 
NS Caribou 23 Reduce harvest limit ot 4 caribou per year,. 

only one of which may be a cow 93

WP24-30 WI,SP,NWA, 
NS Caribou 23 Close to non-federally qualified users from 

Aug. 1-Oct. 31 95

WP24-31 WI,SP,NWA, 
NS Caribou 23 Close to non-federally qualified users from 

Aug. 1-Oct. 31 97

Eastern Interior

WP24-32 Statewide Marten 12, 19, 20, 
21, 24, 25 Extend season to March 15 100

WP24-33 EI Moose
25B, 
25C, 25D 
remainder

Extend fall hunt season to October 15 102

WP24-34 EI Moose 25D West Add Circle and Fort Yukon to the customary 
and traditional use determination 104

WP24-35 EI Moose 25D West Open moose hunting to all federally qualified 
subsistence users; revise permit allocation 106

WP24-36 EI,NS Sheep 25 Remove Kaktovik from the customary and 
traditional use determination 109

North Slope

WP24-37 NS Muskox 26C Establish may be announced season; remove 
permit restrictions; expand delegated authority 111

WP24-38 NS Muskox 26C
Modify harvest limit; establish may be 
announced season; remove permit 
restrictions; expand delegated authority

114

The proposals are published as submitted by the proponents  
and vary in color, format, size, and type.



4 Federal Subsistence Management Program

2024–2026 Wildlife Closure Reviews

WILDLIFE CLOSURE REVIEWS

The Office of Subsistence Management (OSM) is reviewing existing wildlife closures to determine whether 
the original justifications for closure continue to apply.  These reviews are being conducted in accordance with 
guidance found in the Federal Subsistence Board’s (Board) Policy on Closures to Hunting, Trapping and Fishing 
on Federal public lands and waters in Alaska, which was adopted in 2007, and amended in 2019.  Pursuant to the 
Policy, closure review analyses are being addressed by the Subsistence Regional Advisory Councils and the Board 
in the same manner as regulatory proposal analyses.  

Title VIII of the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) establishes a priority for the taking 
of fish and wildlife on Federal public lands and waters for non-wasteful subsistence uses over the taking of fish 
and wildlife for other purposes (ANILCA Section 804).  The Federal Subsistence Board is authorized to restrict or 
close the taking of fish and wildlife by nonsubsistence users on Federal public lands and waters (ANILCA Section 
804 and 815(3)) when necessary for: 1) the conservation of healthy populations of fish and wildlife; 2) for reasons 
of public safety, administration, or to assure the continued viability of such population; 3) to continue subsistence 
uses of such population; or 4) pursuant to other applicable law.  In addition, the Board may also close Federal 
public lands and waters to any taking of fish and wildlife for reasons of public safety, administration, or to assure 
the continued viability of such population (ANILCA Section 816(b)).

Distribution and abundance of fish and wildlife populations are known to fluctuate based upon a variety of 
factors such as weather patterns, management actions, habitat changes, predation, harvest activities, and disease.  
Subsistence use patterns are also known to change over time in response to many factors including resource 
abundance and human population changes, among others.  A Closure Review analysis contains a brief history 
of why a closure was implemented, along with a summary of the current resource condition and the OSM 
recommendation as to whether the closure should be continued or lifted.

The affected Subsistence Regional Advisory Councils are asked to consider the OSM recommendation and make 
recommendations to the Board about closures.  Recommendations from Councils receive deference from the 
Board on the final action, unless they are: 1) not supported by substantial evidence; 2) violate recognized principles 
of fish and wildlife conservation; or 3) would be detrimental to the satisfaction of subsistence needs.  Closures 
remain in effect until changed by the Board. 

Additional information on unit-specific wildlife closures can be found in the Federal Subsistence Management 
Regulations for the Harvest of Wildlife on Federal Public lands in Alaska.  

A table of the existing wildlife closures for review this wildlife regulatory cycle is located on the following page.
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2024–2026 Wildlife Closure Reviews

Closure 
Number

Affected 
Region(s) Species Unit Description

WCR24-03 SC Moose 7 Draining into King’s Bay closed to moose hunting 
except by residents of Chenega Bay and Tatitlek

WCR24-41 SC Moose 6
Unit 6C closed to moose hunting by non-federally 
qualified users in November and December

WCR24-04 BB Caribou 9
Unit 9C, remainder closed to caribou hunting 
except by residents of Unit 9C and Egegik

WCR24-06 BB,KA Caribou 9
Unit 9E closed to carbou hunting except by 
residents of Unit 9E, Nelson Lagoon, and Sand 
Point

WCR24-38 YKD,WI Moose 18

Unit 18 (Kuskokwim River hunt area) closed to 
moose hunting except by residents of Tuntutuliak, 
Eek, Napakiak, Napaskiak, Kasigluk, Nunapitchuk, 
Atmautlauk, Oscarville, Bethel, Kwethluk, 
Akiachak, Akiak, Tuluksak, Lower Kalskag and 
Kalskag

WCR24-20 WI Moose 24 Kanuti Controlled Use Area closed to moose 
hunting by non-federally qualified users

WCR24-43 WI,YKD Moose 19

Unit 19A remainder closed to moose hunting 
except by residents of Tuluksak, Lower Kalskag, 
Upper Kalskag, Aniak, Chuathbaluk, and Crooked 
Creek

WCR24-10 SP Muskox 22 Unit 22B closed to muskox hunting by non-
federally qualified users

WCR24-15 SP Moose 22 Unit 22D remainder closed to moose hunting by 
non-federally qualified users

WCR24-28 SP Moose 22
Unit 22D west of the Tisuk River drainage and 
Canyon Creek closed to muskox hunting except by 
residents of Nome and Teller

WCR24-29 SP Moose 22
Unit 22D  remainder closed to muskox hunting 
except by residents of Elim, White Mountain, 
Nome, Teller, and Brevig Mission
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2024–2026 Wildlife Closure Reviews

Closure 
Number

Affected 
Region(s) Species Unit Description

WCR24-30 SP Muskox 22
Unit 22E closed to muskox hunting by non-
federallly qualified users

WCR24-44 SP Muskox 22

Unit 22D, Kuzitrin River drainage closed to 
muskox hunting except by residents of Council, 
Golovin, White Mountain, Nome, Teller, and Brevig 
Mission.

WCR24-19 NWA Muskox 23
Unit 23, south of Kotebue Sound and west of and 
including the Buckland River drainage closed to 
muskox hunting by non-federally qualified users

WCR24-21 EI,NS Sheep 25
Unit 25A, Arctic Village Sheep Management Area 
closed to sheep hunting by non-federally qualified 
users

WCR24-35 SC,EI Caribou 12

Unit 12, east of the Nabesna River and the 
Nabesna Glacier and south of the Winter Trail 
running southeast from Pickeral Lake to the 
Canadian border closed to caribou hunting by 
NFQUs (Chisana caribou)

WCR24-42 SC,EI Caribou 12

Unit 12, within Wrangell-St. Elias National Park 
and Preserve that lies west of the Nabesna River 
and the Nabesna Glacier closed to caribou hunting 
by all users (Mentasta caribou) 

WCR24-31 NS Moose 26
Unit 26B, remainder and Unit 26C closed to 
moose hunting except by Kaktovik residents 
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2022–2024 Wildlife Proposals
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2022–2024 Wildlife Proposals
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2024–2026 Wildlife Proposals

Southeast
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��	��jkjj�kgk��kkjh�v��zy��dv���ddi��e��vf�x Wt��orrm}�U�_̂}�srô�[s�m̀��e��vf�x��dd\qq}m]]̀��z��i��a i��!!"kg#�so%̀�e��vf�xbvdd&'��vv(�v� )m�m}s%�V̂��m�r�e��vf�x��ddjkj��dv'�a*z��z��i�af�x������z�y�z��z{zd�f�x��xexyz�z�vbz�xz�xv��vd�+ey�g��dz��e{zd��vd��v�y�e��v�y(��z���ddzy�dz��f�yev�ex�+ey�g��dz��e{zd�g��v�y��'�	y�yz�dz�exyd�yev�bzd�ey�vf'(�bz�	z�xv��a��(�g����v*(�hk,�bdvbvxz�����e��y�z�dz��f�yev�yv�+ey�g�i�{d�e��zx�v��y�z���ef��y�
��z�xv�y��v��y�z�xv�y������v��y�z�-{e�vyy�
e*zd��g��v�y��'�	y�yzdz�exyd�yev�bzd�ey�vf'(�bz�	z�xv���f'�j����.z��hg0�a�z1bf��yev�v��2�'�y�ex�dz��f�yev�����z�x�v�f{��z���{z��ex�����z�2v�f{�bdv*e{z��z�e���f��z{zd�f�x��xexyz�z�bdevdey'(



11Federal Subsistence Management Program

2024–2026 Wildlife Proposals

Southeast

WP24-03
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2024–2026 Wildlife Proposals

Southeast
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