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Hi, Mara,

My name is Aaron Curtis, and I'm the Branch Chief at the Utah State Office that covers our

National Conservation Lands program.  I am very concerned about how much these WO-
selected projects deviate from our State Director-approved priorities.

Can we please schedule a call at your earliest convenience to discuss the rationale behind these

decisions?

--

Aaron Curtis
Branch Chief for Outdoor and Heritage Resources

Bureau of Land Management, Utah State Office

Salt Lake City, Utah
801.539.4225

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Ginn, Allison <aginn@blm.gov>

Date: Wed, Apr 12, 2017 at 11:51 AM

Subject: Fwd: National Conservation Lands Scientific Studies Support Program
To: Aaron Curtis <acurtis@blm.gov>

FYI

Regards,

Allison Ginn
National Conservation Lands Program Lead
BLM Utah State Office
801-539-4053

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Alexander, Mara <malexander@blm.gov>

Date: Wed, Apr 12, 2017 at 11:41 AM

Subject: National Conservation Lands Scientific Studies Support Program
To: Frank Harlan <fharlan@blm.gov>, Leona Parker <lparker@blm.gov>, Ruth Raisanen

<rraisane@blm.gov>, Eleni Sarris <esarris@blm.gov>, Christine Shaver <cshaver@blm.gov>,

Karina Del Toro <kdeltoro@blm.gov>, Brittney Linford <blinford@blm.gov>, Betty Conlon
<bconlon@blm.gov>, Susan Kaller <skaller@blm.gov>, Gretchen Eykelbosh

<geykelbosh@blm.gov>, Amy Marshall <amarshall@blm.gov>, "Elizabeth (Liza) Love"
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<elove@blm.gov>, Sheryl Dowley <sdowley@blm.gov>, Melanie Beckstead
<mbeckstead@blm.gov>, Edward Beckham <ebeckham@blm.gov>, Thomas Bickauskas

<tbickaus@blm.gov>, Kenneth Mahoney <kmahoney@blm.gov>, Mark Conley

<mconley@blm.gov>, Chad Schneckenburger <cschneckenburger@blm.gov>, Peter DeWitt
<pdewitt@blm.gov>, Robin Fehlau <rfehlau@blm.gov>, Jaime Tompkins

<jtompkins@blm.gov>, Barbara Keleher <bkeleher@blm.gov>, McKinney Briske

<mbriske@blm.gov>, "Gerald (Jerry) Magee" <gmagee@blm.gov>, "Ginn, Allison"
<aginn@blm.gov>, Noelle Glines Bovio <nglinesbovio@blm.gov>

Cc: Brandon Riley <briley@blm.gov>, Maria Gochis <mgochis@blm.gov>, "Wootton, Rachel"

<rwootton@blm.gov>

Hi everyone
Thank you very much for all of your help and hard work with the scientific studies support program review process.

Attached is a report with the FY17 funding decisions.

As I'm sure you know, we received more quality proposals than we could fund.  If end of the year funds become

available, we may be able to support additional projects.  If any of the unfunded projects in your state receive funding
from other sources, please let Brandon Riley (cc ed) and me know so we can can make note of it prior to making end of

the year funding decisions.

Thank you to those of you who have shared with me ideas on how to make next year's review process better.  Later this

summer, as I put together the IM and funding announcement for FY18, I will reach out to all of you to make sure we
address all/most concerns and ideas.

Thank you again for all of your time and effort with this process.  You all have been a great team to work with!
Best

Mara

Mara Alexander, Ph.D.

Science Program Lead
National Conservation Lands

Bureau of Land Management

20 M Street SE Washington, DC 20003
malexander@blm.gov

desk: 202-912-7096

cell: 202-738-2522

https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/about/science-on-the-lands
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A  Pro ect a igns Notes B  BLM ta f has No es C  Past Notes D  Act ve No es

12328145 nventory and 

Sa vage of Pre- 

D nosaur Foss l 

Ve tebrat s n 

he 

Ca bon fe ous- 

Pe m an Cut er 

Group  Va ley of 

he Gods and 

ohn s Canyon  

SE Utah 

Unive si y of 

Southern 

Cal fo nia 

Adam 

Hut enlo ker 

20 941 20 941 F nal Report by 

uly 2018 

Mont ce lo Fie d 

O f ce 

ReBec a Hunt 

Fo ter 

Bears Ears NM) 60 Suppor s o ect on of data that wi l as ist n

dent fi at on of pal on olog cal ob ects in the

Proc am tion  Notes rom UTSO Pal on olog st  t is

mpre si e that hey a e p opo ing a

mult di cip in ry pa eonto ogi al study so it wi l

prov de do umenta ion on oss l plan s and

nverteb ates as we l as ver ebrate fo si s  The

fo ma ions and oss ls they wi l be nves iga ing are

o der than hose of he other pa eonto ogy p opo al

for he monument and he wo are comp ement ry

and together wi l s gni i an ly ncrease base l ne

nformat on on the pa eonto ogi al resou ces of he

monument in areas which at the moment a e poory

known and unders udied  As Val ey of he Gods is a

prma y de t n tion for v s tors  ncrea ed knowl d e

of the fos il esources n ord r o p an or their

proper management and int rpreta ion is mpor ant

and can be prov ded by th s project  Wh le many

v s tors come to Utah o ee d nosaurs

nterp etat on of h s area is an opportun ty to

broaden the vi i or e perien e and educate them

about ear h h story and l fe before the age of

d nosaurs  Th s area has reat potent al to te l th s

s ory  and this pro ect can prov de the raw data

needed to accurate y te l th s tory  Whi e t may not

be curren ly popular po i ica y he para el sto y of

c imate change that took place as the t me these

         

20 imi ed over ight nece sary  BLM Pa eonto o ist wi l 

n ed to i sue pa eo perm t  

10 Notes from UTSO Pa eonto ogi t  The ind vidua s

n olved w th th s p oject have an impress ve total

number of yea s of i st h nd expe ience wo king n

th s area and knowledge of both the geology and

pa eon ology  Be ween the var ous part cipan s he

mpres ive numbe s of pee -re iewed cien i ic

papers they have w i ten re ome of the most

mport nt undamenta  documents on the foss ls

f om the C rboni erous P rm an or this pa t of

North Amerca  A l of the ind vidua s l sted in the

proposal h ve had U ah BLM pa eonto o y pe m ts

for other p ojec s bo h n the area of the monument

but al o e sewhere in the tate

N A No act ve ag eement wi h BLM Utah  but a new 

ag eement can be ea i y accommodated by UTSO

PO

90 1

12327822 Eco ystems and 

P ant Resources 

of 

Ar haeolog cal 

S tes n the 

Four Corne s 

Reg on  USA 

Unive si y of 

Utah 

isbe h 

oud rback 

24 874 24 874 F nal pi ot 

p o ect 

de iv rable Apr l 

2018  5 years 

o al 

Mont ce lo Fie d 

O f ce 

Ash ey 

o ey/Cameron 

Cox 

Bears Ears NM) 55 Can ass st w th iden i ica ion of ob ects and va ues

( nc uding cul ural andscapes trad t onal and

ce emon al uses of plants  etc )  C ear y ied to NLCS

themes  S rongly suppor ed by UTSO archeo og st

and MtFO staff  Potent a ly shou d be rev ewed by

botan st  n budget  there was one per on with 64%

f inge benef t rate  However  there was a 50/50

match

20 imi ed over ight nece sary  UTSO taff can support

A si tance A reement deve opment  MtFO sta f

wou d need to sele t it s  Came on has conf rmed

hat he can support th s proj ct

10 Succes ful s m ar p oject at GSENM  BLM CA

Applega e FO and ex el ent perfo mance on other

NHMU agreements wi h UTSO

N A The e s a cu rent agreement  but th s project s 

ou side the scope and a new agreement wou d need

o be in t ated  A new agreement can be eas ly

a commoda ed by UTSO PO

85 2

12321940 C it cal

D nosaur Foss l

Re ou ce

P o ect on

nventory  and

Sa vage  La e

C etaceous

Utah Na u al

His ory Museum

Randa l rm s 20 739 20 739 F nal Report

March 2018

G ENM A an T tus Grand Sta rcase- 

Esca ante (NM) 

55 Suppor s on inued resea ch w th ongst nd ng

par ner  Notes f om UTSO Paleonto og st  Desp te

the nume ous uccesses of the past  given the s ze of

the monument  many a eas ema n o be surve ed

As noted in the p oposal  the pa eonto ogic l

re ources of the Stra ght Cl f s nd Wahweap

fo ma ions are poory known and wi l be he ocus

for he propo ed su vey n their p opo al  They have

prov ded a t ng b e p oduct rom the pro ect in that

they wi l mon tor 50 si es and nventory 3 000 acres

The ind vidua s invo ved w th this p o ect have an

exce ent ecord of wo king w th the BLM in U ah n

te ms of prov ding cr t cal data on p leonto ogi al

re ources on BLM  not on y in GSENM but in other

par s of he tate as we l  Be ides the r exhib ts

which in lude a s gn f cant number of spec mens

org nating f om BLM and  as noted in the proposal

work on new oss l spec mens f om GSENM s

pub ica ly v s ble dai y  as our foss l prepa at on ab

has l rge wndows th ough which studen s and

v s tors can observe fos i s being ext acted from h ir

ro ky matr x  n add t on to the many new t p s of

fo si  taxa that have been des ribed re u t ng rom

BLM s col abora ion w th NHMU  each f nd has

s gni i ant pub i ity or he monument  L rge

amount of match ng unds p o ided for th s grant

20 GSENM conf rmed ab l ty to support pro ect  10 Exce lent pe formance on prev ous agreements

 

Per Utah S ate O f ce Paleonto ogi t  Co labora ion

between GSENM and he Natu al H s ory Museum of

Utah h s been ongoing s nce he e tabl shment of

the monument  The museum has an excel ent tr ck

reco d n erms of su veys that have prov ded

mport nt documentat on on the types and

di tr but on of fo si  resourc s wi hin the monum nt

and the co ect on  prepara ion and exh bit of

nume ous ign f cant f nds

N A E is ing agreement no ed n GSENM le ter 

L12AC20378) hrough F 17  Wi l need new

ag eement or 2018 and beyond

85 3

12328840 C it cal

Ev luat on of

Pa eo

Re ou ces of

T ias ic Jura sic

T ansi ion in

Bea s Ea s NM

Museum of 

Wes ern 

Colo ado

Robe t Gay 24 871 24 871 F nal Report n

Winter 2018

Mont ce lo Fie d 

O f ce 

ReBec a Hunt 

Fo ter 

Bears Ears NM) 55 C ear resea ch ques ions and strong t es to

Proc am tion  Suppo ts col ect on of da a hat w ll

as ist n dent f cat on of pa eonto o ical ob ects n

the Proc ama ion  Notes f om UT O Paleon olog st

Th s s a good proposal wh ch wi l prov de cr ti al

nformat on on sign f cant pa eon olog cal r sources

wi hin the monument that were spec f ca ly

dent fi d n the proc ama ion crea ing the

monument  The proposal nc ud s a very s rong

pub ic outrea h compon nt hrough he pub ic h gh

school ie d camps with lo al studen s ac ing as

c t zen cien is s  as w ll as the publ c programs and

exh bi s at he Mu eums of Wes ern Co orado  The

propos d budget is ve y easonab e g ven he work

that s proposed  Equa ly important he propos d

work w l  be done in areas with n he monument for

which we have m nimal base ine n ormat on on he

pa eontolog cal esources and w ll here o e p ovide

a cr t cal addi ion to our nowedge of he

d strbut on and types of pa eon olog cal esources

pre ent  The age of he geo ogica  format ons o be

su veyed s comp emen ary to ano her proposal and

between the two of them we w ll ga n a s gni i ant

mprov ment in bas c nfo mat on hat w ll mp ove

both plann ng or these resou ces and dent fy

poten ial it s or d velopment or poss ble

nterp etat on or the pub ic

20 UTSO sta f an as ist wi h c eat ng new A si tance

Ag eement  UTSO and D str ct Pa eon olog st

upport ve of p oject

10 Notes from UTSO Pa eonto ogi t  The ind vidua s

d n i ied in the proposal ha e ir t-hand knowedge

of the geology and paleonto og cal resou ces in the

monument based on prev ous f eldwork in the area

under permits ssued by he Utah BLM sta e of i e

N A No act ve ag eement wi h BLM Utah  but a new 

ag eement can be ea i y accommodated by UTSO

PO

85 4

P oject Overa l

S ore

Max mum

core of 90 90)

Pro ect O era l

Rankng 1 s

h ghest ranked)

Ti d to c te ia n FA E a ua i n n t uc i ns do ument  P o ec s r nked s Ou s and ng

as i ned a de a lt co e of 6 ; p oj c s ra ked as E ce ent  as i ned a d fa l  sc re of 5

pro e ts an ed as Good  ss g ed a de au t co e of 50  pr j cts an ed as Fa r  as i ned a

de au t s ore f 40; ro e ts an ed as Poor  as i ned a d fa l  sc re of 0; p o ec s r nked

as U sa i f c ory  as i ned a de a lt co e of 0

P ea e pr v de an e p ana on of s o ing r t r a ( et rm ned by he s at )  20 po nt  cou d be

g ven o pr j ct  for w i h the ta e and he f e d o f c s ha e m nag m nt uppo t a d

s f i i nt s a f ng equ ed to s ppo t t e pr je ts 0 po nts i en to p o ec s t at he

s a e/ eld ou d pr v de l mi ed uppo t or ha  are ot f l y s ppo ted y m nag rs  0 po n s

c uld e s ig ed to p o e ts hat he s ate oes ot ha e the ap c ty to upp rt

G ant Trackng # P opo al Ti le Par ne (s) App i ant(s) Reques ed $ 

( his f sca  year) 

Total budget 

(a l f scal ye rs) 

Leng h of s udy 

years) l ase p ov de n xp a at on o  sc r ng c i e ia de e m n d y the ta e)  10 p in s to 

pp i an s who ha e demon t a ed po i i e pa t pe f rman e th ou h he r p op sa  or 

h ough B M ef r nc s  0 p in s g v n o app ca ts who h ve n t shown t ong p r orma ce

No e  the  E a ua ion omm t ee d es no  ag ee t at his r er a s a va id me ha i m or

s or ng p o ec s

Fie d O f ce BLM Conta t Nat onal

Conser at on Lands 

Unit 

G ants Management O f cer

Reviewer /Commi tee

Date Comple ed/Subm t ed

Lora Anderson Ga e  GSENM Outdoor Rec eat on P anner  Bi l Ste ens  Moab Fie d Of i e Outdoor Recrea ion

Mee ing 2/21/2017

Me an e Beck tead

National Conserva ion Lands Scient fic Studies Projects

FY17 Final State Ranking Sheet

State  Utah

Coordina ing Nationa  Con erva ion Lands Con act  Al son G nn
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12325434 nventory and

Mon to ing

Re earch for

Eco og cal and

Soc al

Cond t ons n

BLM s GSENM

WSAs

Penn S ate De ri k Ta f 25 000 25 000 F nal Report by

December 2018

agreement

open to 2021)

G ENM abe Beal Grand Sta rcase-

Esca ante (NM and

WSA)

50 Pro ect suppor s bo h NM and WSA unit goa s and

cont nues soc al sc ence resear h n GSENM that has

been underway or 17 years  The p opo al and

budget t e o mul ip e NLCS goals  Not enough

deta s n p oject propo al about survey in trument

20 GSENM sta f conf rmed that h y have the capac ty

o uppo t the p oject  GSENM and P U deve op d

he goa s and ob ect ves for the pro ect and

stab ished a f ve-year ag eement n 2016  Th s

greement s est ma ed to requ re 40 hours o

o ersee on an annual bas s and s acto ed nto he

ear y workoad p anning  Conc rns about imel nes

due o OMB approva )  but Dr  Taff elt he could

meet pro ected t me ines  Cu rent agreement is

$61K of 1232 unds or on the ground moni o ing

but here is some ove lap between r search

p oposal and exi ting funded AA

10 Ma ion et al have a wel - espected pedig ee n 

human dimens ons/rec eat on esearch  Penn Sta e

has demons rated the r commitment to this

mon torng program h ough heir sc ent f c

approach  The data co lec ion of prior esearch

n erv ews wi h p inc ple in est gators and

compan es  and the r substan ial nvo vement with

BLM to prepare for the f e d work shows ded cat on

and comm tment to he p oject  A pre imina y

f ndings r po t was prov de to BLM n October of

2016  one month after he f e d work  The FY16 inal

repo t s expected to be ssued in the sprng of 2017

GSENM and Penn S ate have en ered into th s

agreement w th n he ast twel e months  t s

di f cult o eva uate the r past perfo mance based on

outcomes and re earch repor s p ovided as those

repo ts have not been rece ved  Howe er  when

cons der ng he ni iat ves tak n  da a o ect on

n erv ew and inte act on wi h BLM t is apparent

th s resea ch t am (Taft  Maron  and Whimpey) are

commi ted to his mon to ing resea ch p oject  In

add tion  a rev ew of the r past re earch w th the

Nat on l Park Serv ce and Center or Outdoor E h cs

d n i ies ex ensi e r search w th Department of

In er or

N A Ag eement # L16AS00032 (a ti e th ough 2021) 80 5

More appropriately funded through other mechanisms than WO Scien ific Studies Funds
12327304 Suppo ting

Sc ent f c

S udies of

Ar haeolog cal

Co le tions

rom Cedar

Mesa Can ons

Wash ngton 

Sta e Uni ers ty 

h nnon

u hingham/Bi l

 L pe

11 793 11 793 F nal pro ect 

de iv rable Apr l 

2018 

Mont ce lo Fie d 

O f ce 

D ana Ba g Bears Ears NM) 50 Suppor s p ovi ion of da a o a broad audience by

d gi iz ng exis ing s ides images  Suppor s

agg egat on of data that wi l ass st n dent f cat on of

ob ects in the Proc ama ion and prov de basel ne

photo compa ison to note changes o er time

 

I th nk this p o ect prov des exce lent de ive ables

but does not ank h gh on re earch into new data

needs and s not inves iga ive  Cou d also qual fy

under cu tural umbre la agreement

20 Would be p imar ly supported by D ana Barg

Museum Col ect ons Manager for BLM-Utah  with

m n m l input needed from M FO s aff

10 Diana Barg conf rmed that WSU has prov ded

cura ion of the Cedar Mesa col ect ons to ag n y

st nda ds (at no co t to BLM)  Dr  L pe has more

than 50 ye rs of fi ld exper ence n he Cedar M sa

area

N A No act ve ag eement wi h BLM Utah  but a new 

ag eement can be ea i y accommodated by UTSO

PO  BLM U ah s curren ly wo kng on a MOU or

u at on of the Cedar Mesa co lec ion

80 6

12325388 A Survey of 

Aquat c 

nver ebrates of

Sp ing Systems

n Bea s E rs

Nat onal

Monument

Utah

Southern Utah

Unive si y

ames Po la d 24 999 24 999 1 year Mont ce lo Fie d 

O f ce 

ust n imine ? Bears Ears NM) 40 Cou d as ist n dent fy ng water sou ces ( is ed n

Proc am tion)  Rece ved eedback rom UTSO

prog am leads reque t ng that p o ect be mod f ed

to ensure confo mance with agency data standa ds

f funded  UTSO prog am leads d d note overa l

support or the p oject goa s  M FO st ff w s not

enthu ias ic about the proposal as the e a e h gher

pr orty needs  Di tr ct sta f was gene al y

suppor ive  More data col ect on- not rea ly a

hypothe is to be ested  P opo al w s ackng n

deta - p edom nate y omposed of lengthy CVs  The

budget was e-submi ted  but the cost was he same

and GSA rat s were not used

20 Po sib e f eld trp ove s ght ne essary  Proje t would 

n ed to be oo dina ed wi h UTSO taff o ensu e 

onsi tency w th agency data standards  

0 USFS and BLM grants noted n CV  N A None noted by UTSO Prog am Leads (awai ing 

on i mat on rom Me an e Beck tead)  SUU s part

of Co orado Plate u CESU  and an agreement can be

ea i y ccommodated

60 7

12328827 WSA 

Mon to ing -

Wi dSnap -

Deve opment

Ame ican

Conserv tion

Experence

h ne Bar ow 25 000  25 000  Noted as March 

2017  but 

a sumed to be

March 2018

U ah S ate

O f ce

A l son G nn WSAs Sta ewde 40 Wou d e pand the number of WSAs mon to ed

th ough W dSn p  predom nate y hrough outh

employment and fa i i at on of c ti en cience

oppor un t es  Not a trong resea ch component

10 U ah Sta e O fi e would manage ass s ance

greement  WSAs are only added o he app w th the

upport of management  An e t mated 20-40 hours

of ie d staff ime and another 20 hou s of UTSO

       

10 Good per orm n e on exi t ng ag eement  The e 

have been a few is u s wi h p ojec ed t me nes  

a though ACE has given best ef ort on he AA

N A Cu rent agreement (L12AC20612) expi es on

9 30 2017

60 8
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