Kuskokwim Chinook Salmon Escapement

The 2014 preseason forecast for the Kuskokwim River Chinook salmon return is 94,000, with a
range of 71,000 to 117,000 fish. Since 2010, the total estimated Chinook salmon returns have been
some of the lowest returns on record, with the estimated 2013 Chinook salmon return of 94,680
fish, the lowest run ever documented. Since 2010, the escapement objectives for Chinook salmon
have not been met on the Kuskokwim River warranting a cautious and conservative approach to
management of the 2014 fisheries season.
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Table 2. Chinook salmon escapement goals and estimated escapement from 2008 through 2013. In 2013, the ADF&G board
adopted a river-wide Sustainable Escapement Goal and new tributary escapement goals. The estimated in-river and tributary
escapement goals that were not met are bolded and in red. For the rivers that do not have escapement goals the runs which were
below average are bolded and in blue. The average escapement for the Tatlawiksuk weir through time is 1,651 and the average
escapement for Takotna is 454. The averages were calculated by taking the sum of all the annual escapements through time
divided by the total number of years that have recorded escapement information.

2008-2012 Escapement Goals and Escapement Estimates

Total River Kwethluk Tuluksak George Kogrukluk  Tatlawiksuk Takotna

CPUE
BTF No Goal  6,000- 11,000 1,000- 2,100 3,100- 7,900 5,300- 14,000 No Goal No Goal

623 128,978 5,312 701 2,698 9,730 1,071 413
706 118,478 5,710 404 3,663 9,702 2,849 463
461 49,073 1,693 239 1,500 5,690 567 178
578 72,097 4,079 288 1,571 6,891 1,012 136
419 76,000 NA 560 2,302 NA 1,116 228

2013 Escapement Goals and Estimates

CPUE 65,000-
Year BTF 120,000  4,100- 7,500 No Goal  1,800- 3,300 4,800- 8,800 No Goal No Goal

2013 261 47,500 844 193 1,158 1,713 495 94

Information was gathered from: http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=commercialbyareakuskokwim.emihd and
Brazil, C., D. Bue, and T. Elison. 2013 . 2011 Kuskokwim area management report. Alaska Department of Fish Game,
Fishery Management Report No. 13-23, Anchorage.
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