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2016-2018 Federal Subsistence Wildlife Proposal
Name: Western Interior Alaska Subsistence RAC

Organization: __________________________________

Address: 1011 E. Tudor Rd. MS 121   Anchorage  99503 _____

Phone: 907-786-3885______ Fax: 907- ___________________

E-mail: _____________________________________________

This proposal suggests a change to (check all that apply):
X Harvest season Method and means of harvest 

MOOSE Customary and traditional use
determination

Submit proposals by
March 25, 2015

By mail or hand delivery
Federal Subsistence Board
Office of Subsistence Management 
Attn: Theo Matuskowitz
1011 E. Tudor Rd., MS-121
Anchorage, AK 99503

At any Federal Subsistence 
Regional Advisory Council meeting 

On the Web at 
http://www.regulations.gov

Questions? 
Call: (800) 478-1456 or (907) 786-3888

1. What regulation do you wish to change? 

Unit 21B—Moose 

Unit 21B–that part of the Nowitna River drainage downstream from 
and including the Little Mud River drainage—1 bull.  A State 
registration permit is required from Sept. 5-25. A Federal registration 
permit is required from Sept. 26 – Oct. 1.

Sept. 5 – Oct. 1

2. How should the new regulation read? Write the regulation the way you would like to see it written. 

Modify the existing hunt area in that part of the Nowitna River drainage downstream from, and 
including the Little Mud River drainage, in Unit 21B to include all Nowitna National Wildlife 
lands below the Little Mud River drainage of the Nowitna River.

Unit 21B–that part of the Nowitna River drainage portion within the 
Nowtina National Wildlife Refuge downstream from and including 
the Little Mud River drainage—1 bull.  A State registration permit is 
required from Sept. 5-25. A Federal registration permit is required 
from Sept. 26 – Oct. 1.

Sept. 5 – Oct. 1

3. Why should this regulation change be made?

This proposed change allows increased opportunity to utilize refuge lands. The population 
should be able to sustain increase harvest opportunity, as the bull:cow ratio is adequate in the area 
and within the management objectives. 
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2016-2018 Federal Subsistence Wildlife Proposal
Name: Gary Hanchett__________________________________

Organization: __________________________________

Address: Box 26015, Bettles Field, AK 99726 ______________

Phone: 907-692-5060______ Fax: 907- ___________________

E-mail: twigmitts@gmail.com ___________________________

This proposal suggests a change to (check all that apply):
X Harvest season Method and means of harvest 

Harvest limit Customary and traditional use
determination

Submit proposals by
March 25, 2015

By mail or hand delivery
Federal Subsistence Board
Office of Subsistence Management 
Attn: Theo Matuskowitz
1011 E. Tudor Rd., MS-121
Anchorage, AK 99503

At any Federal Subsistence 
Regional Advisory Council meeting 

On the Web at 
http://www.regulations.gov

Questions? 
Call: (800) 478-1456 or (907) 786-3888

1. What regulation do you wish to change? Include management unit number and species. Quote the 
current regulation if known. If you are proposing a new regulation, please state “new regulation.” 

Unit 24B remainder – 1 antlered bull. A Federal registration permit (FM2403) is required for the 
Sept. 26 – Oct. 1 period.

Season: Aug. 25 – Oct. 1

Federal public lands in the Kanuti Controlled Use Area are closed to taking of moose, except by 
Federally qualified subsistence users of Unit 24, Galena, and Koyukuk hunting under these 
regulations.

2. How should the new regulation read? Write the regulation the way you would like to see it written. 

Unit 24B except that portion within the John River Drainage – 1 antlered bull by Federal 
registration permit (FM2402)

Seasons: Aug. 25 – Oct. 1 and Dec. 15 – Apr. 15

Federal public lands in the Kanuti Controlled Use Area are closed to taking of moose, except by 
Federally qualified subsistence users of Unit 24, Galena, and Koyukuk hunting under these 
regulations.

3. Why should this regulation change be made?

Currently Bettles/Evansville and Allakaket/Alatna moose hunters have to travel to 
drainages of the Koyukuk River downstream from and including the Henshaw Creek 
drainage.  Bettles and Allakaket/Alatna residents utilize the area for various winter 
subsistence activities including trapping, wood cutting, and visiting their remote 
allotments currently outside the winter hunt area (Dec. 15 – Apr. 15). 

Federal qualified subsistence hunters have utilized the winter hunt before it was removed 
for the remainder of Unit 24B. These qualified hunters are dependent on moose and re-
establishing this winter hunt would allow them to harvest an antlered bull if they were 
unsuccessful during the fall hunt when visiting their wood lot, allotment, and trapping.
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There has been consistent use of the Allakaket/Alatna to Bettles/ Evansville winter trail. 
The Federal lands North and East of the Henshaw drainage hold accessible moose 
populations for subsistence harvest. 

The Western Arctic and Teshekpuk caribou herds have been in decline. The caribou that 
have been close to Bettles in the past few years in winter, most likely will retract from 
using extensive ranges, and will unavailable for winter protein source by Unit 24B 
residents.

4. What impact will this change have on wildlife populations? 

There would be minimal impact to the moose population because it is limited to only federally 
qualified hunters and the harvest limit of one antlered bull, and challenges of a winter hunt.

5. How will this change affect subsistence uses? 

Re-establishing this winter hunt will give the residents of Bettles, Evansville, Alatna, and 
Allakaket additional hunting opportunity and an “insurance” opportunity to meet their 
subsistence needs when unsuccessful during the fall season. Additionally, such a hunt 
may expose areas underutilized during open water periods because the timing allows 
travel to extract the harvested animal formerly unavailable (cannot shoot what you cannot 
extract). Also, those without a boat (prohibitive expense) could participate effectively 
with other means of transportation; same for those without freezers. As an aside, but 
important none-the-less, it's good politics with those people living in qualified locations 
and the benefits reach out to those who cannot hunt anymore for whatever reasons.

6. How will this change affect other uses, i.e., sport/recreational and commercial? 

Re-establishing this winter hunt will have little effect on other uses because of parts of the subunit
federal public lands are closed to other users, it is limited only to federally qualified hunters and 
restricted to antlered bulls which will have little impact on the moose population associated with 
the subunit. 


