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Department of Fish and Game 
DIVISION OF WILDLIFE CONSERVATION 

Southeast Region 

802 3rd Street 
P.O. Box 110024 

Juneau, Alaska 99811-0024 
Main: 907.465.4265 

Fax: 907.465.4272 

March 25, 2015 
 
Southeast Regional Advisory Council 
Office of Subsistence Management 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1011 East Tudor Rd. 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
 
Re:  Subsistence Wildlife Proposal (docket number-FWS-R7-SM-2014-0062) 
 

1.) What regulation do you wish to change? This proposal would close the federal trapping season 
for marten on Kuiu Island in Game Management Unit (Unit) 3. The current subsistence trapping 
regulations for martens in Unit-3 (§.26(n)(3)(iii)) allow a December 1 to February 15th trapping 
season throughout Unit 3 (including Kuiu Island) with no harvest limit. 
 

2.) How should the new regulations read? New regulation §.26(n)(3)(iii). Should read as follows: 
Unit 3 (except Kuiu Island); Dec. 1-Feb. 15; No limit. Unit 3 (Kuiu Island); No open season. 
 

3.) Why should this regulation change be made? More than a decade of ADF&G research indicates 
that the Kuiu Island marten population has remained at chronically low levels since at least 
2001. A recently completed 7-year study of Kuiu Island marten indicates that the island’s 
marten population remains stagnant at low levels. The state marten trapping season on Kuiu 
Island was closed by emergency order in 2008 and has remained closed by regulation since 
2009. The closure of the state trapping season was in direct response to chronically low marten 
abundance, low marten survival (particularly of juveniles), low prey (vole) abundance, and low 
recruitment of juvenile martens into the breeding population. Any additional mortality resulting 
from trapper harvest could be additive to already high natural mortality, further exacerbating 
the current conservation concerns for Kuiu marten.  
 

4.) What impact will this change have on wildlife populations? This action is necessary to 
conserve the marten population on Kuiu Island. 
 

5.) How will this change affect subsistence uses? The proposed closure of the federal marten 
trapping season would prevent the subsistence harvest of marten on Kuiu Island until the 
population increases.  
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6.) How will this change affect other uses, i.e., sport/recreational and commercial? This proposal 
would align the Federal and State marten trapping regulations on Kuiu Island. 
 

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.  If you have any questions, I can be reached by 
phone at (907) 465-4359 or email at ryan.scott@alaska.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Ryan Scott  
Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
Div. of Wildlife Conservation 
Southeast Regional Supervisor  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


