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PROCEEDTINGS

w N~

CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Call this morning's session of the
Beward Peninsula Subsistence Regional Advisory Council back to

brder. Madam Secretary, can we have a roll call?
6

7 MS. MUKTOYUK: Sheldon Katchatag?

8

9 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Here.

10

11 MS. MUKTOYUK: Bill Barr?

12

13 MR. BARR: Here.

14

15 MS. MUKTOYUK: George Lockwood?

16

17 MR. LOCKWOOD: Here.

18

19 MS. MUKTOYUK: Roy Otton?

20

21 MR. OTTON: Here.

22

23 MS. MUKTOYUK: Elmer Seetot, Junior?

24

25 MR. SEETOT: Here.

26

27 MS. MUKTOYUK: George (sic) Katcheak. I mean, Ted
RK8tcheak?

29

30 MR. KATCHEAK: I'm here.

31

32 MS. MUKTOYUK: And Loretta Muktoyuk, here. There's a
Glorum established.

34

35 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Let the record reflect we have
360% participation.

37

38 We left off yesterday on the subsistence musk ox

Banagement plan and the C and T determination request. And at
#hat time we had information, or we were reassured that we were

4h the process of getting some information today. Is that the
é3dse, Mr. Knauer?

43

44 MR. KNAUER: Sue has some material.

45

46 MS. DETWILER: Mr. Chairman, the transcripts that we
Add asked to be sent in from Anchorage didn't come on the plane
48st night. They might be in this morning on this morning's
£9ight.

50
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1

2 What we did last night was came up with two documents
Bor the Council to review today. One is a letter to the Board,
dsking the Board to do an interim customary and traditional use
8etermination for musk ox, and asking to expedite the C and T
feview for musk ox in this area.

7

8 The other document is a proposal to submit to the Board
8s part of this year's subpart D process, which is the setting
dfi next year's seasons —-- annual seasons and bag limits. It's
dlproposal to ask the Board to establish a subsistence season
f3r musk ox in this unit.

13

14 And Gloria is making copies of those two documents
thght now for the Council to review.

16

17 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you. Is there any questions

©8 comments from the Council? Hearing none, what is the wish
8 the Council with regard to the items that have been

p@oduced?
21
22 MR. BARR: Mr. Chairman, I think we can wait for the

B3perwork, until it gets here, and go on with our agenda.
24

25 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I appreciate that, Mr. Barr. I
@w6uld entertain a motion for the same.

g; MR. BARR: So move, Mr. Chairman.

%8 MR. OTTON: Second.

gé CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion and a second on

BBe floor to deal with these issues at such time that we have
BlBe paperwork before us. All those in favor signify by saying

3ge?

36

37 IN UNISON: Aye.

38

39 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay?

40

41 (No opposing responses)

42

43 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: The motion carries.

44

45 Now move on to new business. Item nine. Under 9.4,
¢éuncil information exchange. Under Council information

é¥change, I'm not sure exactly what that particular entry is in
#8gards to, and I'll defer to the coordinator on that. Barb?
49

50
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1 MS. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. That was put in for each Council
2o voice any concerns that their community has, in their home
Bown. Or in their area or their region. Just when the -- to

det some information on any issues that are being expressed in
Bheir area.

6

7 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Barb. I think this is
8 new wrinkle in our Council procedure, and I think it's a
welcome one. I'd like to start off with Loretta Muktoyuk as
tBe lone female on our Council, out of deference for her, I'll
bpen the floor for her. Loretta?

12

13 MS. MUKTOYUK: Well, for Nome this summer we had an
l1Acident with a polar bear that was sighted near the Nuke area,
that's about 13 miles from the city limits, and people were
témplaining to U.S. Fish and Wildlife and to Fish and Game
dBout the polar bear possibly harming their people that were
t&8mping at their camp site, and both U.S. Fish and Wildlife and
F2sh and Game did not do anything until the polar bear got to
2he city limits, and they had no choice but to destroy it. And
£he Native people in Nome were pretty upset of the way it was
Rdndled by U.S. Fish and Wildlife and Fish and Game and by the
B3lice department. It should have been handled better, because
Phey were complaining about it for a couple days.

25

26 And then the other concern that is always being brought
AP is the brown bear population in Nome area. It has been
2ficreasing for the past couple years, and the bears have been
28truding in our camp sites, and they usually would take the
Blsh that are drying on the rack, or meat that is drying on the
Bdcks. And I think there's something somebody needs to start
d3ing something about before somebody gets hurt.

33

34 That's all I have.

35

36 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Loretta. Was there any

Béquests on the part of anyone for action by the Seward
B8&8ninsula Subsistence Regional Advisory Council on either of
BBese two matters?

jg MS. MUKTOYUK: Roy will give you more information on
4Bat, because they had the meeting in Nome .....

ii MR. OTTON: Yeah, we .....

32 MS. MUKTOYUK: ..... this summer.

2; MR. OTTON: About a month ago we had a subsistence

#8source committee meeting, and we had John Cody, who is the
50
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tegional director of Alaska Fish and Game, based out of
Fairbanks, and we —-- the concern of the local Native leaders in
Nome at the time stated they were dissatisfied as Loretta just
gaid. And what I believe the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
5upposedly, and the State Fish and Game were to set up a format
6o how they would take care of any or all polar bears or brown
Bears that come within a distance of Nome, and they said there
8re reported sightings of polar bear up to like seven sightings
%ast winter, so, you know, it's a problem that's not going to
&6 away, but hopefully the U.S. Fish and Wildlife and the Fish
dthd Game will address that issue. And .....

12

13 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Bill, do you know if there's been
d4policy of any sort put out by the Fish and Wildlife Service
dh this, on the problem of either polar bears or brown bears
¥éndering within like the urban area of Nome?

17

18 MR. KNAUER: On the issue of polar bears, I don't know,
38d on the issue of brown bears, that would be a State matter.
20

21 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I would recommend or I would ask
2Re council to recommend that the Fish and Wildlife Service
dd8velop a policy on dealing with these things before they come
26 the point where they're, number one, impacting subsistence
26sources that are being in the process -- processing stage,
86ch as fish hanging to dry or meat aging, and -- because this
23 a subsistence issue when you have a bear of any color or
88rt raiding your resources, it makes it a little bit harder to
m8ke sure you have enough put away for the winter, and I would
BAink that this is a matter that's appropriate for our Council,
8%pecially if there are lands, seeing -- looking at Nome there,
BRere is no Federal land within the area, but the Fish and
W3ldlife Service does have jurisdiction over polar bears.

34

35 MR. OTTON: Sheldon?

36

37 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Yes?

38

39 MR. OTTON: Right now there is a new organization

é81l1led the Nanook (ph) Commission, and there is like six or
géven villages in our region that are party to this commission
#Hat comprises of the Arctic Slope and NANA and the Bering
88raits Region and also parts of Siberia or, you know -- and
#hlere is -- it's just newly formed and I think they might be
48dressing this issue through their Native commission, but, you
kfow, that's just for their part.

47

48 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Was this the one formed last June?
49

50
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1 MR. OTTON: Yeah, it's -- yeah, it's just being in the
Brocess of where our member villages, that includes Savoonga,
Gambell, King Island was it?

4

5 MS. MUKTOYUK: Uh-huh.

6

7 MR. OTTON: Shishmaref, Wales, Brevig. All of the
$illages, they passed -- their IRA councils by resolution gave
Bhe authority for this commission to be formed. So, you know,
1€'s a tribal entity. And it's just been -- they just -- like
they had -- the last meeting they had in Nome I believe was the

f2rst part of September where they had representatives from
ABctic Slope, NANA and Bering Straits Region and the Russians.
180 it's fairly new.

15

16 Does our representatives from U.S. Fish and Wildlife
kiow about this Nanook Commission? Can you speak a little bit
aBout that?

19

20 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Please state your name for the
Z2é&cord?

22

23 MR. KOVACH: My name is Steve Kovach. I was -- when I

@Wds in Barrow two or three weeks ago, I was talking with
harlie Brower, who's the president of the Commission, about
@what their charter and what their plans are and so on, but we
did not talk about this specific kind of an issue, and I just
n8de myself a note to try and get ahold of Charlie next week
@wBen I get back into my office and find out if they're
d8dressing this issue, and I'll also make a contact with Scott
Sthleebe in the Marine Mammals Office of Fish and Wildlife to
£2nd out what their working on as far as a policy with regards
88 polar bears in or adjacent to the city limits of any
8émmunity in the Seward Peninsula, and I'll try and find out
®hat's going on, if anything. And I'll let Barb know so she
3é6n let the Council know what my findings are. They may be
Adbody's working on anything, and then again it may be
88mething else, so I'll try and get back to you on that.

39

40 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Kovach. Any
ghestions for Mr. Kovach? Thank you. Mr. Otton?

42

43 MR. OTTON: Yeah, you were wondering how like the polar
Béars interact -- could interact with our board. Is there an
dhswer?

46

47 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: With our particular Council?

48

49 MR. OTTON: Yeah. Yeah.

50
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1

2 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: My recommendation is that we send
8 letter to the Nanook Commission requesting that they develop
4 policy for dealing with, especially in the summertime, both
polar bears that threaten either subsistence resources that are

being processed, or subsistence camps. Do you have any
Zhoughts on that, Barb?

8

9 MS. ARMSTRONG: On? Excuse me, I'm sorry.

10

11 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I'm recommending that the Council,
daAd this is up to them as -- of course, that we -- I'm

f8commending that the Council send a letter to the Nanook
Cémmission requesting that they develop a policy for the Fish
dahd Wildlife Service to deal with polar bears, especially in
the summertime, wandering within populated areas.

17

18 MS. ARMSTRONG: I know that the chairs in Kotzebue have
b8en working closely with the polar bears, and I think if you
dfilrect a letter to the other chair for the Council, Walter
3ampson and Pete Schaeffer, they would be able to write and

dAswer you, because I know they've been close -- working
2Bosely with the polar bear question up there.

24

25 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: What is the wish of the Council?
26

27 MR. OTTON: If there is a letter to be drafted, who

#8uld do the writing? Do we have to do it ourselves, or can we
d8legate staff to do?

30

31 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Ask the chief of staff.

32

33 MR. OTTON: Who is .....

34

35 MS. DETWILER: Mr. Chair, as I mentioned yesterday, the
Béuncil -- since the letter is coming from the Council, it's up

8@ the Council to clearly state what they want put in the
38tter, and Barbara Armstrong, being your coordinator, it's up
88 her to help you with the administrative aspects of that, so
¢6u come up with the substance, the ideas of what you want in a
détter, and you draft it as well as you can, and then Barbara
é2n put the final touches on it.

43

44 MS. ARMSTRONG: Then I can mail it out for you. You
éan just draft it and I'll type it for you and then I'll send
46 back to you for your okay, and then I'll mail it to -- we
édn do that.

48

49 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. So what is the wish of the
50
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Council?

2
3 MR. BARR: Who's going to draft the letter, Mr. Chair?
4
5 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Barb will. Barb can do the rough

draft and send it to me, fax it to me, and then I can fax back
dny changes directly to her and she can send it out.
8

9 MR. BARR: Okay.

10

11 MS. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

12

13 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The Chair will entertain a motion
fér same.

15

16 MS. MUKTOYUK: I'll make a motion that we draft a

létter to Pete Schaeffer and Walter Sampson concerning
tBe .....

19

20 MR. OTTON: And Charlie.

21

22 MS. MUKTOYUK: ..... polar bear population in the
B8ring Strait Region, and to Charlie Johnson.

24

25 MR. BARR: Second the motion.

26

277 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion and second.
D&scussion?

29

30 MR. SEETOT: Question.

31

32 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The question's been called. All

BBose in favor of the motion signify by saying aye.
34

35 IN UNISON: Aye.

36

37 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Those opposed, nay?

38

39 (No opposing responses)

40

41 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: The motion carries.

42

43 Mr. Barr, do you have any information from your area
4hat you would like to share with the Council?

45

46 MR. BARR: Yeah, we've got several things this summer

#Hat have been bothering the berry pickers that's looking for
B8rries, and, of course, there was no berries this summer,
B8cause of the spring freeze, so we didn't pick no salmon

50
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berries. You had to walk about ten miles to pick a little
Bucket full. That wasn't very much fun.

3

4 Bears, of course, were the big topic. There's more and
hore bears all the time, you know, so I don't know what's going
60 happen, you know, to -- they haven't hurt nobody yet, but if
fhey do hurt somebody, you know, I think somebody's going to
Bave to do something about them, you know. I think this four-

9ear regulation that the State has, you know, is a problem in
oQr area.

11

12 On top of that, they have a couple of reindeer herders
18 our village, one is Fred Little, who has reindeer to the
@d4st of Shishmaref and his grazing grounds are next to
$hishmaref, and then we have Clifford Williwaw (ph) who's range
$6uth of Shishmaref and part of west of Shishmaref, so that's a
pZ¥oblem there, you know, because when they have fawns, you
kBow, the bears go out and have a field day with the fawns and

k211 the fawns and all they do is just open that milk -- or the
8@omach and open that milk and eat that and then go kill
dfhother one again. So, you know, they're real fond of milk,
2Hose bears.

23

24 Another thing that we have, I heard so many people

2bmplaining this summer of musk oxen, you know. They're
2bhasing them to their boats and so they're becoming a nuisance
AP in our area, so something has to be done about that

2Bmediately, and I think -- I just got appointed to the State
F9sh and Game Board from my village, representing my village,
86 I think we had made a proposal on that, so we -- they've got

3t now, and so, of course, this will take time as to when --
®BRat's going to happen to the musk ox, you know. So that's in
BBe planning stages now, you know, but it'll probably take a
84uple of years before they ever do anything about that. But
dhyway, they're becoming a nuisance, you know, and there's more
3dhd more musk oxen. There was some up there the summer before,
8P the river, and they're up the coast, down the coast, you
BBow, so east and west of Shishmaref, you know, so they're
B&8coming a nuisance like I said, and so we should do something
dPBbout that immediately.

41

42 That's all I have, Mr. Chairman.

43

44 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Barr. Was there

dby particular action that they were requesting of you? Did
¢6u get any requests for any particular kind of action?

47

48 MR. LOCKWOOD: Mr. Chairman?

49

50
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1 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Lockwood?

2

3 MR. LOCKWOOD: I think it's true that they're getting
40 be too many bears, not only in certain areas. In the whole
State. A lot of times I buy papers, Anchorage papers in the
morning, and a lot of times they've chased -- there's bear roam
dround cities. Even around when kids they -- schools. And
Bomething really have to be done with this -- they're getting

8oo nuisance where cities are and villages. All over. And I
#%06uld suggest that the Wildlife Service do something about this
pdpulations of bear getting too many. They need to be reduced
$@me way for our own protection. And they just don't only
b3ther, they get into cabins, break in, all those kind of
things happen. Mostly on where people are putting away for

their survival use, and they're always there. So .....

16

17 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, George. Mr. Otton?

18

19 MR. OTTON: Concerning the brown bears, I've got a
glestion. Is it true only brown bears live on State lands?

21

22 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: No, black bears live there, too.
23

24 (Laughter)

25

26 MR. OTTON: 1If brown bears is under the jurisdiction of
piily the Fish and Game, then that must be true. O0Of State Fish
a8d Game, because the -- did you not say U.S. Fish and Wildlife
R8ve no policy on brown bear?

30

31 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Knauer.

32

33 MR. KNAUER: Mr. Chairman, the issue of defense of life
34d property cases is not a subsistence issue. The Board has

détermined that predation and defense of life and property is a
Bétter that is under the jurisdiction of Alaska Department of
Bish and Game. And so items and issues regarding that should
B& directed to the Board of Game as opposed to the Federal
S3@ibsistence Board.

40

41 MR. OTTON: Even if it's on Federal lands?

42

43 MR. KNAUER: Yes.

44

45 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Knauer, is there a legal

d6stification for that? Or that a matter of convenience? 1In
6%her words, is there a statute somewhere that says that all

48fe and property claims against bears will be dealt with by

#Be Board of Game? Or is this as a matter of policy?

50
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1

2 MR. KNAUER: One moment, please.

3

4 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Sure.

5

6 MR. KNAUER: Mr. Chairman, it is a matter of
fegulation, and indicates -- our regulations indicate "wildlife
8aken in defense of life or property is not a subsistence use.
OWildlife so taken is subject to State regulations.”" And the
BBard in their various meetings have determined that predation
falls along those same lines, and therefore should be -- issues

f2lating to that should be referred to the Board of Game and
tBe Alaska Department of Fish and Game, requesting policies on
$4ch and, if necessary, additional seasons or bag limits
dppropriate. And the same thing relates to predator control.
16

17 MR. OTTON: Well, you know, I know we had John Cody
@8plaining the process of how they go about doing that, and
18's like if you shoot a bear that's bothering your fish camp,
@@, you know, a life-threatening situation, then you -- they go
Phrough a process of where -- is to take the skull and the hide
aAd it becomes the property of Alaska Fish and Game. And then
PBere will be like a process of where you -- a Wildlife Service
pfificer will take documents and whatever and decide whether he
8hould prosecute that person. And, you know, it's come to a
P6int where if a person goes out and shoots a bear, he more
PHan likely will probably break the law and just cover the bear
@8 ditch it or something instead of taking the time to cut off
£Be skull and skin the hide and send it off. And by doing
Bhat, he's asking for a possibility of getting fined or jail
Bime, because, you know, if the Wildlife Protection officer
£2nds out that he could have used pepper spray instead of
88mething to keep the bear alive and scare it off, you know, 1if
Bé's found guilty, then he will serve time or get a fine, and,
$6u know, any person that thinks about the situation would
Béther not come into contact with the officials, because, you
Bfdiow, I don't go to jail just because I saved my hide, you
BBow. That's like the ruling, predominant thinking on that,
$8u know, so it's not a very good situation. That leads to the
plotection of our wild -- I mean, the protection of property,
B&cause of brown bears, you know. And it seems like it's quite
édnvenient to say that it's not a subsistence issue, because
¢38u're saving your subsistence, you know, your fish racks and,
géu know, saving your life.

45

46 It's == I find it -- their reasoning against my grain,
¢3du know. Just to save your fish rack, and it's not a
gd8bsistence issue, you know. There's more than one way to look
48 a different situation, you know. There's -- the official

50
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#%ay as what the Boards look at, and the way the people that it
dffects look at it, you know. There's always two sides of the
8tory. And it seems quite convenient actually to go this route
where -- to say that it's not a subsistence issue, you know,
and just divert it onto the Alaska Fish and Game whether it's
6n State lands, private lands or even public lands, you know.

7

8 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: That's really an eye-opener to me
8o realize that the Board of Game is used as a predator control
dlso. My understanding of game is that this is a highly prized
dport trophy type of operation, and I'm really surprised that
tBhe Board of Game is used as predator control tool. I would
tBink that Fish and Game Department, or the Fish and Wildlife
Départment would have more appropriate policies for dealing
¥hth problems like this, rather than referring them to the
Béard of Game.

17

18 MR. KNAUER: 1If you believe that there is a significant
1fcrease in brown bear population up here, you may wish to work
@wth the State -- Alaska Department of Fish and Game biologists
dhd have -- and request that the Board of Game either lengthen
PBe seasons or increase the harvest limits.

23

24 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: That's another thing. Why

25 ...,

26

277 MS. MUKTOYUK: Mr. Chairman?

28

29 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... why is bear considered a
Glme item and not a subsistence item?

31

32 MR. KNAUER: Sir, in most of the wildlife profession,

BBe term game refers to a species that is hunted, not something
BAat is played with, but a species that is hunted. Here in
Bbaska, we have tried -- in the Subsistence Office, we've tried
B6 refer to it as wildlife resources, recognizing that some
péople feel that the term "game" is inappropriate. But in the
w8ldlife profession that is -- the two -- the term refers to a
3Pecies of wildlife resources that's hunted, and it's not used
4 a negative or demeaning manner.

41

42 MS. MUKTOYUK: Mr. Chairman?

43

44 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Ms. Muktoyuk?

45

46 MS. MUKTOYUK: This brown bear issue has not just come

#écently. We've been hearing complaints for the past couple

¥8ars about bears intruding on subsistence campsites, taking

#Beir -- they're enjoying fish and they're enjoying meat that
50
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they've been working hard on, and that they have to preserve
for the winter. 1It's part of their food supplement for the
Winter, to make them go through the winter, because it's part
6f our diet.

5

6 MR. KNAUER: Yes, I understand that.

7

8 MR. KATCHEAK: Mr. Chairman?

9

10 MS. MUKTOYUK: And I feel like the law is on the wrong

$1de. It should be on the people. 1It's a people issue.
12

13 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Ms. Muktoyuk.

M#. Katcheak?

15

16 MR. KATCHEAK: Yes, I have a question. Why does the
$fate Fish and Game kind of allude the -- they use Fish and
G&me and kind of disguise game where you say they -- anything

tBat State Fish and Game biologist or employee cannot answer
PHe State Fish and Game Board is kind of a scape goat for the
Fish and Game biologist or whoever is here. I'm wondering why
PRey use game instead of wildlife or fish and bear. You know,
PBere's —-- it seems like in order for us -- or for the people
Phat are concerned about the animals up here, they use the
@brds kind of to allude criticism like for game. You said bear
26 not a game, because the State Fish and Game Board say, well,
PHey're only -- they're kinder (ph) words, and they don't -- we
d8n't hunt them. But there are people that hunt them, and
P8ople that eat them, so to me it seem like it would be a game,

88 an animal that is used for subsistence or -- but that's
8dmething that the I think Fish and Game, State Fish and Game
B2spond to such -- those problems such as bear in the wvillages.

3Bnstead of kind of hide behind somebody's guise, they say,
wéll, it's not a Fish and Game biologist's problem, or the Fish
3dhd Game manager cannot answer that, so we'll just let the Fish
dhad Game Board decide on it, or we'll blame it on the State
Bish and Game Board, because they cannot come with a solution.

380 I -- it's a very big problem, and it's been a problem since
39can remember, ever since I was a kid. I never -- I never see
d40bear as a friend, you know, they -- to me I'll say that my

Adme is Ted and Teddy, and there's one too many Teddy's out
#Here right now.

43

44 MR. LOCKWOOD: Mr. Chairman?

45

46 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Lockwood?

47

48 MR. LOCKWOOD: These brown bears, we don't use them for
é68r own use, for subsistence use. Only the -- the only thing
50
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that we would use would be, what do you call that, the skin, or
Rask or something like that. And they don't really worth
dnything to us. They're nothing but nuisance animals, and here
Wildlife would protect them and getting too many. And then
they will increase. They will get more and more every year,
énd then something really have to be done about this. It's not
@nly our neighbors kick about them, and non-Natives, too, in
8he cities, wherever. Think about that, and do something about
Bhem, being a Wildlife protector. They're -- they use them
dfily for sport, what do you call that, taking pictures of them
adhd whatever. That's the way they look at these bear. Save
tBhem for that purpose. That's no good purpose. Not useful.

13

14 That's all.

15

16 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, George. And that's one
®¥ the things that I had a problem with early on is the fact
tBat there is -- bear is not listed as a subsistence resource,
4f8d the regulations provide for, if you look on page 121, for
gait 22, 22(C) is one bear every four regulatory years, and the
2émainder of Unit 22 is one bear every four regulatory years,
@w2th open seasons being only from September 1st to October
38st, and April 15th to May 25.

24

25 I don't know about anybody else here, but I can
2émember growing up when there weren't that many moose around,
PHat sometimes a bear will get you through a winter where a
8ose would have got you better, but these brown bear caught at
£Be right time are plenty rich protein. You've just got to
BBke sure you cook them right.

31

32 And it points to the reason why we're having such a
B8ar problem. Before statehood, in this area we had a reindeer
Bérd up here at Egavik, and the reindeer ranged all through
Bhis entire drainage. And the policy among the local people
Bére was that we have to protect our reindeer at all times, so

BHe policy was any time you run across a bear, anytime, it -- a
38ason -- there was no such thing as a bear season. If you see
389%bear, you shoot and it, and it -- the idea of being you

éfither kill it, or you wound it bad enough to where he realizes
é¥ery time he sees a human being or anything belonging to a
Aman being, he runs the other way. And that worked
#B3rvelously well until Alaska Department of Fish and Game into
Béing, and that's when we started seeing this one bear every
£#bur regulatory years business, whereas before any time you'd
#46n across the animal, you put it in its place.

47

48 And I think people here would attest to the fact that
49nce we have not had a reindeer herd in this area, and since
50
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éverybody said, "Well, we don't have to do that any more," that
@dur bear population has exploded. And as a result, we're
8eeing the problems that we are now with bears having no fear
6f human beings, and bears acting as if the fish racks and the
Babins of the local people are their private hunting grounds,
60 it's gotten to the point where you have an elder here from
Unalakleet saying that bears are not a subsistence resource,
8hat they're a nuisance.

9

10 So -- and I know for a fact that dog mushers use bear
héat as a very good racing food. An uncle of mine used to tell
h&, he said, "If you really want to do good in a dog race," he

$3id, "feed your dogs bear meat for about a week before." And
hé says that there's something about that bear meat that really
pbovides energy for the dogs. So they were a subsistence
tésource.

17

18 I don't know how many people grew up with a bear rug on

tBe floor, but it's one of the warmest things when you've got a
261d floor is to be able to sit on something warm like a bear
2lilg like that. And it's not something fancy that you send to
Pavid Green to process, you know, it's something that you do in
2Be back yard.

24
25 So it's kind of disturbing that bear has gotten to the
péint where they're such a nuisance. I don't know what it --

@&'ve just been told that nuisance bears are the purview of the
RBaska Department of Fish and Game, and I don't know.

29

30 It's just like the rest of these regulations. They
dén't reflect customs and traditions of our area. If you look
32 black bear, it says "no determination" for customary and
BBaditional use. And yet that's another specie that was
8dstomarily and traditionally used for food. So -- and if you
260k under special provisions, it says that no determination
f3fder any specie indicates it's open to all rural Alaskan
Bésidents, so anybody can fly in here and take three black
B&8ars without regard to the subsistence use patterns of the
28cal people.

40

41 Mr. Degnan?

42

43 MR. DEGNAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I'm Charles
Bégnan. I'm also president of Unalakleet Native Corporation.

@br shareholders live primarily in Unalakleet, but they live
éther places also. Our shareholders are primarily dependent on
gilbsistence resources.

48

49 And the thing that really bothered me about regulations
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that were promulgated under Federal law was that they adopted
Phe State's requirements for licensing. And that immediately
Bequires subsistence users to have State licenses, and, you

know, that's an expensive burden to -- for many people to pay,
o meet all those requirements.

6

7 The thing you need to address is traditional and

Bustomary uses, what the local people are used to doing, what
fhey historically did, and each region will be different, each
tOmmunity will have some differences from others, but you
$hould attempt to continue the traditional and customary use of
%¥21dlife resources in each of the regions or subregions. And I
#%3uld suggest that you find another way of assisting people
tdther than assisting the State in backing up what the State
says.

16

17 From my own family background, the -- there's always
b8en the Fish and Game Department that we view as a hostile
bPganization, not as one that is helpful to you. And I've
2flved here most of my life, and I'm aware of that. So our view
3T what our government does is a little different than from
@WRat other areas view what government does to them. It appears
238 me that if you are a large urban center, you get very good
PZeatment from the State. 1If you're a small community, you're
26ft for last, and you need to take care of yourself.

26

27 So, you know, with that in mind, I'd recommend that you
d8 your duty and reflect local people's tradition and customary
Poactices.

30

31 Thank you for the opportunity, Mr. Chairman.

32

33 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Degnan.

4. Katchatag?

35

36 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

37To start out with, I think I'll go backwards this time, before
E8forget. We didn't have any problem on bears, and on other
®21dlife until we heard about Fish and Wildlife Service,
Bflologists, and Fish and Game Department.

41

42 I was a reindeer herder a while back. I know this and
43have walked the whole terrain on foot. All the way from
d4dmost Kotlik I think all the way up to the headwaters of
Yhgalik, which Roy Otton knows. And at that time, there were
#hree main herds. Head south, St. Mary had a big herd down
gduth, and Unalakleet had another one right here, and next was
#Be Lohman Company, which was owned by White people. And .....
49
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1 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: For the record, on the map, Kotlik
2s down here, the headwaters of the Ungalik are up here.
Booking on the scale of this map, this is 100 miles, so you're
dooking at close to 500 miles in a straight line, and he's
Walked this entire area reindeer herding. And it's not flat.

6

7 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: And I'm not talking that I was
Berding for one company. At my age that time, walking didn't
flean anything, because there were no snow machines. We didn't
h8ve any outboard motors. There were no four-wheelers, no
tdrs. As a matter of fact when I look in the magazines and
@meone laying down looking at Honolulu moon, little did I ever
d3eam that one day I would be laying down in Honolulu and look
a8 the moon myself.

15

16 Getting back to the reindeer, and the bear, the Lohman
Cdmpany offered, and they pay off, for anyone who killed a bear
dring reindeer herding, they get box of shells, regardless
¥hat kind of rifle they use. And a box of shells were worth a
d6llar and a half at that time, but I want to tell you one
Phing here. At that time we were herding at $4.00 a day, and
2@metimes we have to walk 24 hours, when the weather does not

238operate.
24
25 What I'm really saying is, wildlife must stay wild.

Phere is no wildlife preservation and protecting them. The
@7ldlife knows the dangers more than we do. If they are being
BRfinted, as soon as they smell a human tracks, they'll run away
29ght now. They're not that way any more. That's why we're
B8ving trouble.

31

32 And the other thing in connection to this I want to
B38uch, and I've said this before in other meetings, these last
féw years both Fish and Wildlife and Fish and Game have
déclared geese and ducks as hazards, especially in Anchorage,
B6r the airlines, which is right. But whose fault is it? The
péople there. 1I've seen Wildlife people, I've seen Fish and
B8me people, and some of my own people feeding geese out of
B2ght from their hands. It's not protecting wildlife. This is
wlldlife abuse as far as I'm concerned. And it should be
gdbelled out, anyone who is caught feeding any wild resources,
BY that I mean moose, bear, geese and everything, they should
B8 fined, and that way you can collect money, rather than
#4ning and citing people like us when we're trying to fish out
Kére.

46

47 I got caught setting a minute and a half early, and I
w8s fined. I didn't set my clock at that time to the right
49me. But I think there are other ways that this can be
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protected. You know, them buyers, and them ship, they have
Borns. They're real loud. You can hear them for miles. What
Bhey should do is have them blow a horn, and everybody would be
én time. And then about 15, 20 minutes before, blow a horn
dgain to give them a warning. So that way the people who are
6rying to fish commercially will be protected, rather than Fish
dnd Wildlife Department and Fish and Game Department flying
8ver with helicopters and see who's not or who set out, in

8rder to get the money for the operations. This to me is not
tfght.

11

12 Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

13

14 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Katchatag.

15

16 That's another -- brings up another good question,
béfore we move on to someone else. I have yet to be informed

®8 the process and the time and place under which the Council
t8n hear and make recommendations on the customary and
Pladitional use determinations of the species of our area.

21

22 For the record, if you look on -- in these regulations,
8 page 121, 122, 123, and 124, they show the hunting -- the
RBdnting and trapping seasons and bag limits for animals within
Phis -- our particular area, and under hunting, they show black
Béar, no determination. Brown bear, rural residents of Unit
22. Caribou, Western Arctic Herd only, rural residents of Unit
28 (D), west of Koyukuk and Yukon Rivers, and rural residents of
292 (A) and 22(B), 23, 24, and 26(A). For other caribou which
dfte not part of the Western Arctic Caribou Herd, there is no
détermination. Under moose, it says rural residents of Unit
32. Musk oxen, no subsistence. Coyote, no determination.

B3x, Arctic, blue and white phase, no determination. Fox, red,
3é determination. Hares, snowshoe and tundra, no
détermination. Lynx, no determination. Wolf, rural residents
86 22, no limit. Wolverine, no determination. Grouse, rural
Bésidents only. Ptarmigan, rural residents only. Under
B8apping, it says beaver, no determination. Coyote, no
dé8termination. And so on. The only one that has a
d8termination under trapping is wolf, and it says rural
#4&sidents, no limit.

42

43 And if you look on page 121, under special provisions,
44 defines what no determination means. If a specie has no
d6termination listed, then that indicates it's open to all
#6ral Alaska residents. And I'm really -- I have always been
édncerned about that, because I know that these resources can
é8ly support a certain number of people, that the populations
#Bat we have in our area. And it's disturbing to me that,
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humber one, we have no customary and traditional use
determination on the majority of these species, and I know for
8 fact that we have always used these resources in one form or
dnother. And these are merely a reflection of the State
begulations. And as Mr. Degnan so aptly put it, the State has
élways been hostile to our subsistence. And that it is
Frustrating that we have all these resources that have always
Been used by the indigenous people, and yet the regulations,
Bhe most current regulations that we have continue to show
blsically -- if someone were to come in from out of this area,
plick up this particular document and read this, they would say,
'®hat do these people live on? They don't use these
ft8sources." That's what this document reflects, that we have
hé customary and traditional use of these resources, and that's
d5bunch of something that we won't talk about here.

16

17 What's the procedure? When is the time, and I know it
$8ys that that's one of our duties, to make customary and
tPaditional use determinations. Mr. Knauer, do we have a time
28ble for making these determinations?

21

22 MR. KNAUER: Mr. Chairman, that's item 9.B on your
2denda.

24

25 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Item 9.B on the agenda.

28's .....

27

28 MR. KNAUER: Are you moving onto that? If so, Rachel
@911 be glad to come up and tell you about the process and
®hat's happening.

31

32 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Great. Before we move on to 9.B,
d3der 9.A.1, we amended the agenda yesterday to include a
ddscussion for the information of the Council, a native
Bhaison, and before we do that, we're still in Council
RbAformation exchange. I'm glad we found where on the agenda
BHat we are to make C and T determinations. But since we're
88111 in Council information, we heard from Loretta, and from
BP. Barr. Mr. Lockwood, do you have any information that you
#would like to share with the Council?

41

42 MR. LOCKWOOD: No, not -- no.

43

44 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, George. Ted?

45

46 MR. KATCHEAK: The same problems practically other

¢¥71llages have, and that is a bear problem. Brown bear going
A8ar Stebbins, behind Stebbins where the dumps are. Or the
dmp is. And they should move down toward Island (ph) where
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the reindeer -- the main herd is, reindeer herd is, and it has
Become -- it's always -- we're always aware that there are
Bears in St. Michael Island, where Stebbins and St. Michael's
docated. And specifically last summer -- or especially last
5ummer, we had more break-ins by bears than any other time I
6ould remember. One cabin, my aunt's cabin, a bear came in
fhrough -- on the corner of a building, and practically
8emolished the inside of the cabin. And then my dad's smoke
Bouse, they tore the whole side of the smoke house. It was
bAilt out of sheet iron and wood. The whole wall, one whole
$1de of the wall is tore up. And a couple of times we had to
&2 out behind Stebbins, because someone said, well, there's a
b&8ar on the road, and there's a bear behind the village. But
those things we don't reveal that we did something about them,
b&cause we're afraid that, you know, we might be fined or cited
fér killing bear out of season.

17
18 And I've always tried to encourage my fellow Natives
fPom Stebbins and St. Michael, if they -- if the bear

POpulation is so great the way it is, each one of us should get
dlbear tag and get a bear, and then my feelings about these
B2ars has always been, you know, we don't need these bears.

23d be happy if a sow and a male was -- if we found a sow and a
mdle every 100 miles, and that would be great. But the way it
25 now, we're -- womens are very reluctant to go out berry
Bocking, even for a mile or two.

27

28 So I think it's just -- it's ridiculous for us to live
28 this regulated type, especially by Fish and Game saying that
w8're only allowed to get one bear every four years. I think
2T I get one this year, and next year the bear comes around,
3211 have nothing to do, no way to dispose of that bear or
83are it away. And usually when they're scared away, they come
Back the next day, the next evening.

35

36 And the bears, they don't wander during the day, they
wdnder in the night time, and you never know when that bear
B&ght be around the other side of the cache or smoke house, and
88metimes they charge you, because they're very near-sighted,
49d anything that moves, I'm sure that they'll attack.

41

42 So I don't have no pity for the bears or no feelings
whatsoever. I think -- I used to eat a little bit of bear when
4le -- some of the people get bear in Stebbins, but nowadays I

46n't have no stomach for it, because after I skinned one, and
I6looked at it, it looked like a human, and I don't want
Adthing to do with it.

48

49 So that's -- I have the same -- I guess Stebbins has
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the same problem as any other village that has a predation
Rroblem, especially the bear. Other than that, I don't have --
e don't have polar bear or black bears, so I have nothing to
4- I have nothing against polar bears and black bear.

5

6 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Katcheak, did you get any
fYequests or have you —-- were you asked for any proposal --
Begulation changes?

9

10 MR. KATCHEAK: If there's a proposed change on bear
take, I would recommend one bear every year. If there's -- if

tBe State Fish and Game continues on the way they propose in
tBe proposed regulation that one out of every four years, I'm
jdst guessing in the next three years if we go ahead with this
pboposal, their regulation, in the next two or three years, the
béar will double or triple, and we'll still probably have the
§dme problem we have today or even more. But I -- there should
b& some type of change. I would support one bear every year
ifistead of one bear every four years. But I haven't met with
B -- the Tribal Council in Stebbins. I've only spoke with
g8bme people on the street, and asked them what they think of
PRose things. There's a lot of -- some of the people that I
m8t and talked with, they'd rather see there's -- we don't have
ddy bears. But that's some of their opinions that I got from
g2bme of the people. Comments.

26

27 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Katcheak.

Mg. Otton?

29

30 MR. OTTON: Yeah. Here goes another bear story.

31

32 In Koyuk we've been having problems with our customary
38d traditional ways of -- or times of hunting. Like last

84mmer, there were a bunch of the boys got a moose two weeks
B&fore open season, and, you know, about the end of July, the
B6tddle of July. It -- the whole town was about ready to eat
B¥esh meat, so a bunch of the boys went out and got a moose and
B8ought it back and fed the town. And then some good Samaritan
881d the Fish and Game. They came in and then they booked four
éfi our fellow people, and a couple of them were my brothers.
They -- 'cause they helped transport, you know, they helped cut
42, and move it to town, and they all got booked, because they
g§Bot a moose that fed the town, and because, you know, it's
ddways been a customary and traditional practice when you eat
45 when you need something, you go and get, if the supply --
g6u know, if the supply is there, and your demand is there, so
w& just go out and shoot moose or, you know, any time of year,
B8cause, you know, whenever -- wherever it's needed is our
éfstom. But then we're dealing with bag limits and a certain
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time when we're supposed to be getting them, you know, and
fhat's against our customary and traditional practice of, you
Bnow, feeding our belly whenever we can. Anyway, that's what
Aappened with the moose.

5

6 And last spring my brother shot a brown bear, and then
Mmaybe because, I don't know, somebody didn't like him or for
®hatever reason, another good Samaritan called the Fish and
Game, and a Fish and Wildlife Protection officer, she came into
K6yuk, and she was going to book him, and take the skull, and
$he was going to take the skin, but the skin had a bare spot,
mdt a pun, it's actually a bare spot. No fur. And so she

$8ys, "I don't want that bear. You can have it." Supposedly
$he's supposed to take the hide back as, you know, -- and then
b&cause he killed it -- he didn't have the license. He killed
16 at a proper time, but he didn't pay a $25.00 fee to catch a
b&ar once every regulatory four years. They made a compromise.
1B8e got fined only $200.00.

19

20 So, you know, -- and then, you know, we -- our village
P&ople in Koyuk are discontent with our -- you know, it used to

B2 customary and traditional, if you break a law like shoot a
m3ose in a closed season, well, it's customary and traditional
A4t to give a call to Fish and Game, because, you know, it's --
Bot these rules and regulations, what we're dealing with and
“what we have been dealing with in the past are fragmenting the
P&ople, because it pits one person against the other, and it,
¥8u know, it's becoming so that if you want to feed somebody,
28u better make sure, you know, you don't have nothing going
dGainst that other guy, because the guy might turn you in, you
Bhow. So it fragments our cohesiveness of the village, because
3% all these rules and regulations on harvest time, you know.
33

34 Hopefully there might be something coming out, or our
$hllage might just go ahead and manage fish and game with
86-management. We'wve talked about this with Matthew Iya when
Bé was still with us, and it's been -- co-management has been
d8ound and there -- I guess one of the reasons why I'm a real
d8vocate for co-management is because we looked at cooperative
#Blnagement versus co-management, and Matthew Iya, I've always
Bad the greatest respect with the way he thinks and the way he
42 his mind. And it's come to -- we were on the same
483bsistence committee at the time, and it was unanimous that
é4-management is the way to go, so, you know, our region is not
Aéw to the thought of our village entities starting a
é6-management system through our tribal governments.

47

48 And it probably won't take place, you know, because of,
¥8u know, our people are just getting fed up with being fined
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dand, you know, it's not in our custom and traditional -- it's
Aot being customary and traditional to have our people go to
3ail, to be fined, because you broke the law. If you broke the
daw, then the way it used to be is that you had a court of
&lders, and we've applied that same principle to what we call

6ur -- we've got a marine mammal commission, and going through
fhat, our elders spoke out very heavily. They said like we've
Btart -- we started out with fines of $5,000.00 and, you know,

@onfiscating boats and motors, as what, you know, the State has
d0tendency to do, you know. If they get caught breaking the
law, they'll take your gun, they'll take your snow machine,
¥@dur boat and motor if they see fit, you know. Well, it's not
08r customary and traditional practice to send our hunters to
3J4il because they broke the law, you know. And that's the way
the present system is. What you're doing is, i1f somebody
b6eaks the law, then you're taking away a subsistence provider
f3r the family, and, you know, that's not a good thing, the way
bdfir elders talked about that.

19

20 So, you know, we're in the process of managing our
Marine mammals, and the way I've been getting the feel from our
P2ople is that maybe the next step is the land animals, so it's

23ke what we've —-- I've testified to the Federal Subsistence
Béard, you know, me and Matthew were there, I don't know if Ken
2ph) was there. Just like what I said, you know, we can deal

f6th the Feds, and this Native American fish and wildlife
P3licy's got some pretty good words in there where we can use
£28 give a good fight as documents to say, yeah, we can do it.
2Be U.S. Fish and Wildlife, you better do it, because Molly
B8attie say so, Clinton say so, you know, so that's something
what I think our people will be looking at in the future.

32

33 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Otton. Does anyone
84 the Council have any questions for Mr. Otton? George?

35

36 MR. LOCKWOOD: Yeah, it's been a problem between
8ibsistence users and the wildlife services. I think it would
B8 a real good idea to have our -- some of our own people,

8ibsistence users, trained to go along with this Wildlife
88rvice personnel, be with them, whenever something like that
Aappen like this man here, Roy, talked a while ago. They would
A3dve -- and they would know they have a man, a subsistence
43er, Wildlife Service, with them. This needs to be
dAderstand, the way we live. We're subsistence council,
B&gional Federal. What we say are true. And what we ask for
46 -- it's from our heart, not from our just mouth. I think
4His have to be done, too. If we have, because of this finding
48d whatever and not understanding our way of culture and
4Paditional customs, get into more trouble. It would be better
50
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to have Wildlife Service trained as a wildlife service, our

Young men here. They would come to understand better what to
do with a subsistence user killing some animal for his --
¥illing it for their own use, customary. And -- that's just
dbout all on this point.

6

7 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Lockwood.

Br. Seetot?

9

10 MR. SEETOT: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My concerns I
hdve are -- I have are very much -- my concerns kind of mirror
¥Rat you have heard from the Council concerning bears and black
b8ars. However, there was another concern this past spring.

U4S. Fish and Wildlife Service sent a letter to all licensed
honters, or to hunters within the State of Alaska, concerning
the enforcement of regulations concerning four species of
higratory birds, mainly the emperor geese, the brandts, the
dfisky Canadians, and then I think that -- I see them fulfilling
tBeir obligations in enforcing something that is agreed to
B8tween the State and the residents. However, sometime they --
2hat they do over-react in trying to enforce what they have to
aa .

23
24 One case in point, near the spring camp which is in
Bbevig, where the Fish and Game personnel had -- not Fish and

@éme, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service personnel have not
?2&ally harassed, but, you know, check constantly to see if the
R8tive people are complying with the law. These migratory
B9rds and wildlife do not wait for a certain date to be present
36 -- you know, they just migrate, and the Natives have
dtquired a certain taste, you know, for a certain species of
®21dlife or for certain species of game.

33

34 It has been done some over this -- over the years,
®here we as people have not, you know, really depleted our
Bésources. There have been cases where the Natives have been
BTamed for depleting their resources. Had they looked at other
p8oblems, such as pollution, such as other circumstances. I
B8ve not seen any walrus, you know, over the -- over last
4Ppring, due to circumstances concerning ice and weather. I
4hink ice or the weather is a big regulator in what we get over
4#He season.

43
44 But what I'm trying to get is that the Fish and Game
p&rsonnel sometime do over-react. They land at this camp site

ahd they stuck their nose into everything, you know. They
éHeck under, you know, personal property and stuff like that.
48think that whatever should -- if they don't have a warrant,
4Ben that they, you know, just ask questions to the people.
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However, you know, children do not hide any secrets. I guess
Zn some way that could -- that Game personnel got close to what
Was being caught in the camp was asking the children. Children
do not hide no secrets, like I said, and I guess, you know,
Bhey'll show them anything and everything possible, you know,
6f what they ask. And then our people did not get into trouble
@ver those matters.

8

9 But I think that the letter was written very well. It
%8s written well in advance, stating that they would look into
¥+ or that they would try to enforce these regulations under
132w, but that they should also provide a radio message or
$8mething to the residents of our region. It is not that our
péople are hiding (ph) it, but that sometimes they do not
hhderstand what is being said in the letter. If Fish and Game
W6ites these letters, you know, that they use complex language,
tHat they use hard words, which very few people understand. If
tBey can just put it into simple language, then I think it
tOuld be well received by the people. We know that these
?8strictions are placed on the population for the continuation
3T our wildlife resources, and I think our -- the best
22gulators are the Native people themselves, the people within
£Be region. Non-Native people have acquired a taste for
2értain Native food, not only because of their taste, but
B&cause that they fulfill, or that we do not, you know, get
R6ngry, or that they give us enough nutrition and energy to
2dst us through these days.

28

29 So what I'm saying is that Fish and Game or Fish and
Bflldlife is doing a service to the people, but that, you know,
Bhat simple notification should be done prior to, you know,
8¥%ery spring hunt of so. That way people will be more informed
38 what restrictions are being placed on people. I know that
BAe fish -- or the wildlife resources, whether they're legal or
3blegal under State and Federal law are still being caught.
Bhd, no, I'm not going to tell, you know, on anyone, because I
BYght or I might not, you know, still, you know, get these
B8sources that are being restricted.

39

40 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Seetot. Any
dhestions for Mr. Seetot? Hearing none, we'll take a 15-minute
BZeak. The coffee's done.

43

44 (Off record)

45

46 (On record)

47

48 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Let's get back to order. We're
49ill on 9.A, Council information exchange.

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572 272-7515
Fax 274-8982

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



136

1

2 I appreciate the concerns of all the Council members
3dnd those that they have brought forward, and I hope we'll see
gome of their concerns reflected in some change proposals later
bn in the day.

6

7 Moving on now to 9.A.1, it was brought to my attention
8hat there is to be, or has been a position filled, and I'd
9ike some information on it, regarding a position called a
N8tive liaison, and I'd like a complete description of the
pdsition and the procedure on how it was filled. Ms. Detwiler.
12

13 MS. ARMSTRONG: Sheldon?

%é CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Barb?

%g MS. ARMSTRONG: For the record?

%g CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Oh, excuse me, yeah. I'm sorry.

E6r the record, before you get started, Ms. Detwiler, I'd like
2bd introduce Mr. Steve Machida. He's with the Alaska
P@partment of Fish and Game. Mr. Machida.

23

24 MR. MACHIDA: Thank you.

25

26 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Are you with the Nome office now?
27

28 MR. MACHIDA: Yes.

29

30 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you. Ms. Detwiler?

31

32 MS. DETWILER: Mr. Chair, earlier this year President

BRinton issued a directive for the Federal Government to place
Bére emphasis on the government-to-government relationship
Bétween Native Americans and the Federal Government. 1In
Bésponse to that directive, Molly Beattie, the director of the
Bish and Wildlife Service issued her directive to the seven
B8gional offices nationwide of the Fish and Wildlife Service to
88tablish -- or to assign someone at a fairly high level within
é8ch of those regions to have responsibility for Native
dffairs. Within our region in Alaska, Dick Pospahala was
42signed that responsibility because of the fact that he
é%ersees the subsistence management program within Fish and
Wildlife Service, and because he has a staff that deals with
4hose issues, that deals more closely with Native issues, a
Bb6oader range of Native issues than any of the other programs
within Fish and Wildlife Service.

48

49 It's a new position. I don't know what all the
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tesponsibilities are going to detail. Dick Pospahala has said
fhat as soon as he finds out a little bit more about what the
direction is that this -- these responsibilities are to take,
#hen he will be conveying that information to the Councils.

5

6 And that's all I have.

7

8 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Do you have a copy of the
@irective either from -- or from Molly Beattie regarding the
N8tive liaison position?

11

12 MS. DETWILER: No, I don't have a copy. I can check
b38ck with our regional office and see if they have any
pdperwork.

15

16 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I would appreciate it. Does
dflyone here have any questions for Ms. Detwiler regarding this
p8sition?

19

20 MR. OTTON: Yeah.

21

22 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Otton?

23

24 MR. OTTON: What's the process that goes to picking out

Phese Native liaisons and also what are the term limits?

26

27 MS. DETWILER: I don't know what the thinking process
#8s when they decided who was going to be selected for the
B8sition, and as I mentioned earlier, the only -- what I do
Bfiow is that Dick was selected simply because of his
Bésponsibilities for subsistence and his staff. And it --
$2ah, that's all I know for sure.

33

34 MR. OTTON: Is it up to the Federal Subsistence Board
86 do the picking or how is it done?

36

37 MS. DETWILER: It's a directive from Molly Beattie, so

38 only applies to Fish and Wildlife Service, so those
B8sponsibilities are a little bit separate from the Federal
8Q0bsistence Board's responsibilities.

41

42 MR. OTTON: I guess you'll be getting something
pBobably by fax to -- of what it all is and means.

44

45 What I was wondering is would the Native people have a

g6y? It would behoove me to think that the Native people would
édnsider a Native person to be the Native liaison, instead of
48mebody else.

49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572 272-7515
Fax 274-8982

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



138

1 MS. DETWILER: 1In our region, the way it worked out is
Phat at the high level that this -- these responsibilities were
Bo be assigned to, there aren't any Native people at that
devel.

5

6 MR. OTTON: It seems like that's a problem that could
Be fixed one way or the other, to have high level Natives in
8he Federal Subsistence Board staff. What's it take to get a
Bative on board?

10

11 MS. DETWILER: The directive came from Molly Beattie.
I2would suggest to be most effective that you write directly to
M31lly Beattie to let her know what your concerns are.

14

15 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I understand -- that you just made
héntion of the fact that there are seven Native liaisons
hdtionwide, is that correct?

18

19 MS. DETWILER: Yes, one in each region.

20

21 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: One in each region of the Fish and

®W21dlife Service? In the other six, do they or do they not
BR38ve a Native as a Native liaison?

24

25 MS. DETWILER: T don't know.

26

27 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Can that information also come out

@8th whatever information that you have on the position?
29

30 MS. DETWILER: Yes.
31
32 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you. Any other questions

38r Ms. Detwiler regarding the Native liaison position?
34

35 Can we make sure that -- yes?

gg MS. MORKILL: Mr. Chairman, I have some information.
gg CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: State your name for the record.
jg MS. MORKILL: Anne Morkill with the Bureau of Land

M3anagement. Similar to the Fish and Wildlife Service, the
Bireau of Land Management is addressing the new President's
é%der to increase tribal government relationships with the
B&deral Government, and we'll also be hiring Native liaisons
#bhroughout the country where BLM has responsibilities. That --
4Here will be a coordinator position in Santa Fe, New Mexico,
48d I'm not sure what the total number of liaison positions
w9211l be, but there will be one in Anchorage for Alaskan issues.
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1And that will cover a number of sectors, not only subsistence,
But land conveyances and other issues concerning Native
Programs within the Bureau of Land Management. That position
Aas not yet been filled. And as I understand, it is going to
be a new position, and they will go through hiring procedures.
6And as far as what I've heard through staff communications,
fhat there is an interest in trying to get a Native in that
position. I'm not sure to what extent they'll advertise only
®ithin Alaska or Outside, but I know that's a concern of the
dfirector at the Bureau of Land Management.

11

12 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: And what will the relationship of
tBe Native liaison in BLM be in relation to the area director?
14

15 MS. MORKILL: The Native liaison that will be stationed
16 Anchorage will actually answer to the coordinator in New
México.

18

19 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Answers to the coordinator in
México?

21

22 MS. MORKILL: In New Mexico.

23

24 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: In New Mexico.

25

26 MS. MORKILL: Yes. He will then be directed by the
Pirector of BLM in Washington, D.C.

28

29 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Interesting. Any questions for

BB8. Morkill regarding BLM's Native liaison? Do you have any
Fdea of when that position will be filled?

32

33 MS. MORKILL: I don't know exactly. I would think
®dthin the next year.

35

36 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I would appreciate information on
BHat also being sent to all the Council members.

38

39 MS. MORKILL: Okay.

40

41 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Ms. Morkill. Any other

dAformation on Native liaisons? Or any questions from any
é8her Council or any other general public? Mr. Katchatag?

44

45 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: I just have a question on this,
M6. Chairman. I suppose the funding for the work of this
p&rson has already been budgeted, or is that to be budgeted
48ter?

49
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CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Ms. Detwiler or Ms. Morkill?

w N~

MS. DETWILER: Within the Fish and Wildlife Service,
#he duties are assigned to a person whose salary is already
budgeted.

6

7 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Are there any funds budgeted for
8xpenses related to the execution of that position?

9

10 MS. DETWILER: I don't know.

11

12 MS. MORKILL: In regards to the BLM, I don't know the
$Becifics either, but I know that it -- a new position has been

ldentified, and I assume that the funding will be provided for
that when that position is filled.

16

17 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Pardon my hearing, ma'am, but
t8uld you speak up?

19

20 MS. MORKILL: Yes. I said in regards to BLM, I know

Phat the position has been identified, and I assume that
2dmplete funding comes with that position, so as soon as it's
£31led, that person will have the ability to travel around the
3tate and .....

52 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you.

g; MS. MORKILL: Uh-huh.

%8 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Does that answer your question?
gé MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: Thank you. Yes.

gz CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Any other comments or questions
B8garding the Native liaison position?

gg Hearing none, we now move on to customary and

B8aditional in Seward Peninsula, originally scheduled for
M8. Helen Armstrong, with Rachel Mason of Fish and Wildlife
g8rvice. Ms. Mason?

41

42 MS. MASON: I'm Rachel Mason. As your Chairman just
g8ated, I'm substituting for your anthropologist, Helen
AZmstrong, and Ms. Armstrong is passing out some handouts at
#his moment.

46

47 What I hope to do is to give you an overview and an
dpdate on what's going on with the C and T use eligibility
d8terminations. And some of the information I have has already
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been mentioned in one way or the other in the course of these
eetings, but I hope to give just a kind of general background
Bor it.

4

5 When the Federal Subsistence Board first looked to
&dopt a general regulatory framework for the C and T
2ligibility determination, it provisionally adopted the
8xisting C and T determinations from the State of Alaska. The
Board realized that the existing determinations were
1ficomplete, and some of them were considered inaccurate by the
tiiral residents. So as a result, the Board decided to
§¥stematically go around the State and review and revise the C
a8d T determinations that were already on the books, and also
té do new studies of C and T eligibility in those places where
h6 C and T eligibility determination existed, and as a result,
they came up with a policies and a procedures statement that
#%ds published in the Federal Register in July. And I passed
b8t a piece of that to you just to give you an idea of what the
pPiorities are that have already been identified.

20

21 In the places where no State C and T eligibility had
g%er been determined, the Board adopted the interpretation that
a3y Alaskan rural resident would be eligible to harvest the
8pecies in the unit under Federal regulations. And that is
2hdicated by "no determination" in the subsistence harvest
2égulations. And as your Chairman, Mr. Katchatag, has pointed
diit, a lot of the species in the Seward Peninsula have no
d8termination, and that means that the State of Alaska and no
dfle else has ever done the research necessary for that kind of
détermination.

31

32 Currently, the Federal Board is planning to go around
BBe State and establish C and T eligibility determination for
@émmunities or areas, for specific species, mainly large land
Bémmals, and based on the application of eight factors. And I
3dbso passed out a list of those eight factors. And as Mr.
Biauer pointed out yesterday, those are similar to the ones
38ed by the State, but they're not exactly identical to them.
39

40 I should also point out that the Federal C and T
déterminations will apply only to resource uses occurring on
Bgderal public lands.

43

44 So in that July 1994 Federal Register Notice, there are
48entified 26 geographical areas in which harvest practices are
#6lated. They divvied up the State into these 26 areas. And
4lle Register Notice also indicates that the uses of large
#w8mmals by residents in each unit will be reviewed together.
49
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1 I should note that although fish, migratory birds, and
Rarine mammals are not the focus of these studies, they will
Bave to be indirectly included, because one of the eight
factors is that residents harvest a wide variety of resources
and as you know, there's a seasonal pattern that includes all

fesources, not just land mammals. So they'll have to be
indirectly included.

8

9 Instead of trying to review the whole State at once,

they're trying to go in a sequence, looking at related patterns
1h a group of neighboring communities, and that's why the 26
d2eas. They thought it was most efficient to review all the
d8imals at once as they go into one area. But if this region
0% any other region had some immediate concern about one
$pecies, for example, the musk oxen, you can encourage the
Béard via a letter to deal with that species earlier, instead
0% just one -- instead of looking at them all at once.

18

19 The Notice also gives the steps involved in the review
i C and T use eligibility determinations, and several of the
8teps involve the Regional Councils. The first step is
82oping, and that includes in consultation with everyone in
£Bat area, including the Regional Councils, agencies there,
Péople in the communities.

25

26 The second step is information collection, and that has
27 so far it's usually been from existing sources, but new data
B8y also be collected at this point.

29

30 The third step is analysis in which the harvest
Patterns are assessed and social, cultural and economic
FAformation is assessed in relation to the eight factors.

33

34 The next step is Regional Council Review. And at this
pd6int, the Council reviews the initial staff recommendations
3hd offers their comments.

37
38 Next, there's a proposed rule, proposed -- published in
BRBe Federal Register. Public review, which includes the formal

#8commendation of the Regional Council, and it ends up with the
Bdard decision in which the Board establishes the final view.
42

43 In the July notice, there was priority given on seven
d#4eas 1in which reviews are already underway or scheduled soon.
4Bnd you can see on that handout that those already have a date
Bbg them. But the completion dates and the priorities among the
#@maining 19 analysis areas remain to be determined. And on
#Bat list, the Seward Peninsula and Norton Sound are the two
dPeas that are under the jurisdiction of this Council, and as
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572 272-7515
Fax 274-8982

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



143

You can see, no dates have been established yet for them. And
8o that's an area where the Council could provide input now to
B8he Board as to when you think you'd want your review to take
place. They still have not established any priorities among
the 19 areas that are remaining to be determined.

6

7 The work of doing the research for the C and T reviews
®as divvied up among the Federal public land managers: Fish
and Wildlife Service, Forest Service, National Park Service and
BOM. The Federal land managers which dominate in each area are
the ones in charge of doing the C and T determinations. And
¥2nce the BLM is the lead agency here, they are the ones that
d8e in charge of doing the C and T determination for the Seward
Péninsula.

15

16 The methods that are used by the agencies in compiling
iiformation for the C and T reviews are generally similar, but
tBey haven't been identical. But so far, all of them have been
t8lying heavily on existing data that's been collected, and
Phey have emphasized data collected by the Alaska Department of
FPish and Game Subsistence Division. So it would be things like
d2cording the ADF&G studies, so much brown bear was harvested
28 this community this year, so much was harvested the next
Yéar and so forth.

25

26 One thing that you could also provide input to the
Bdard about is how the eight factors should be interpreted,
B8cause as you realize, those eight factors are open to wide
d9fferences in interpretation. For example, factor number one
38ys that there has to be long-term consistent use of
Bésources, but it doesn't say how long is long-term. Is it
B2ve years? Thirty years? A hundred years? A generation? Or
883 forth.

34

35 In August 1993, the Federal Subsistence Board agreed to
pboceed with review of the individual analysis areas, with the
Fitention of establishing and refining its interpretation of
BHe criteria on a case-by-case basis. So as each C and T
B8view takes place, they are going to be deciding how to
dfiterpret those factors in that case.

41

42 There are two studies that are now in the final phases,
48d one of them is the Kenai Peninsula C and T determination,
44d the other one is the Upper Tanana one. And I just had
ébpies passed out of the Upper Tanana conclusions. They were
déne in slightly different ways, because they were done by
different agencies. The Fish and Wildlife Service did the
K8nai Peninsula one, and National Park Service did the Upper
Ta&nana one.
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1

2 In the Kenaili Peninsula conclusions, there were three
different options presented to the Board, whereas the Upper
Tanana C and T recommendations, there's only one in it.

5

6 Maybe I should pause here and see if you do want to
Hear more about the Kenai Peninsula one, or would you rather
8hat I just open it up to questions?

9

10 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Let's see if we have any questions
at this time. Are there any questions? Mr. Otton?

12

13 MR. OTTON: Have you got a copy of the State's eight
fdctors that go to C and T process?

15

16 MS. MASON: I don't have a copy of the State's one,

hdwever, Mr. Knauer, maybe you know what the State's is?
18

19 MR. KNAUER: I don't have the State's.

20

21 MS. MASON: Yeah. Okay.

22

23 MR. OTTON: What about you, Steve?

24

25 MR. MACHIDA: I don't have it with me. I can get it.
26

277 MR. OTTON: Can you get one faster?

28

29 MR. MACHIDA: I'll have to call and see.

30

31 MR. OTTON: 1Is there a capability for this room to get
32fax?

33

34 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: You can get faxes up here at the

@brporation or at NSEDC. It's right up here in this building
BHght next door.

g; MR. MACHIDA: Is there a telephone?

1318 UNIDENTIFIED: Upstairs.

jé CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yeah.

22 MS. MUKTOYUK: Mr. Chairman?

22 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Ms. Muktoyuk?

3; MS. MUKTOYUK: Rachel, did you say that BLM will be
d8ing C and T for this region?
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1

2 MS. MASON: They will be the lead agency for it, and
Berhaps .....

4

5 MS. MUKTOYUK: And that would be .....

6

7 MS. MASON: ..... Ms. Morkill can address that.

8

9 MS. MUKTOYUK: Anne?

10

11 MS. MASON: Yes.

12

13 MS. MORKILL: Actually this region has been split into

$éward Peninsula and Norton Sound, and I know BLM has been
45signed Norton Sound, which is probably this eastern part of

this region. I imagine Park Service is probably doing the rest
¥ the Seward Peninsula.

18

19 BLM right now is trying to determine how we're going to

g6 through that process. We don't have any anthropologists on
gtaff, and we have a very small staff compared to the other
P2deral agencies in regards to subsistence biologists. So it
B8y be that we'll contract that work out, we may have
2éoperative agreements with the other agencies.

25

26 But as Rachel mentioned, we don't have a schedule yet
£@dr the Norton Sound. We don't have that. 1It's one of those
2Bat is yet to be determined in terms of when that is to be
2émpleted, but as she also mentioned, the fact -- if you go
86rth to the Board to up that on the priority scale, then we'll
Bave to address that, so .....

32

33 MS. MUKTOYUK: And where will the public hearings be
Béld for this region?

35

36 MS. MORKILL: That's yet to be determined, but we

@@rtainly would take any input from the Council as to what
B8ght be appropriate. Any of the local villages I would assume
®#8uld be quite appropriate to give input. I would hope we're
A0t going to limit ourselves just to a regional center like
Hbme, that we would go out to the other communities.

42

43 MS. MUKTOYUK: I would like to suggest that you work
édosely with Kawerak and Bering Straits Regional Corporation,
B&cause they do have access to the villages' fax machines.

46

477 MS. MORKILL: Okay. Thank you.

48

49 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: One other suggestion, Ms. Morkill,
50
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i1s the fact that the communities most affected by the BLM,
which is the golden rod color, as you can see by that map,
Boyuk is almost surrounded by that, Shaktoolik has got
d4n-holdings right close to their wvillage, Unalakleet and also
Stebbins and St. Michael.

6

7 MR. OTTON: And Brevig maybe a little bit.

8

9 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: And there's a lot

tbmparatively .....

11

12 MR. OTTON: Shishmaref.

13

14 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... around Brevig Mission and
Té&ller.

16

17 MR. OTTON: And Shishmaref.

18

19 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Well, Shishmaref is surrounded by
2he Park Service.

21

22 MR. OTTON: Yeah.

23

24 MS. MORKILL: Yes, I think how they define Seward

Pé&ninsula and Norton Sound for the C and T determinations was
2B (A) and (B), so it would go all the way from St. Michael
d7ound to Council really for the Norton Sound region, and it
88ems to me plausible that we should coordinate wvery closely
@w9th Park Service in our efforts, because it's, you know, very
8flmilar regions, so include all the communities.

31

32 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Any other comments or questions
838r Ms. Morkill? Hearing none, -- Elmer?

34

35 MR. SEETOT: You talk about customary and traditional
détermination. Who -- the Natives know that they have used
BHese species for a long period of time. Has the Federal

@8vernment, State Government looked at the possibility of
gétting local control of, you know, fish and game, you know,
within these communities? They know the seasonal limits of
what they can do with -- they could -- migratory birds, they
é2uld increase (ph) certain periods of the year, you know,
p8rsue these animals or birds, you know, certain periods of
#4dme, because of their nesting habits or their molting season

6b their rutting season. Is there any possibility, you know,
4bhat the local -- I mean, the Federal and State Government, you
¥fow, can give local control -- the communities local control,

¢8u know, over these species within the guidelines of State and
B8deral Regulations?
50
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1
2 MS. MASON: I think there is a possibility of it. I
dan't speak to, you know, what the plans are. I can only

dddress the question of doing the studies for the eligibility
6f it. And that seems like a very appropriate place for there
60 be local control of how that is conducted.

7

8 MR. SEETOT: One example would be the migratory birds,
9ou know, that they -- under the Migratory Bird Treaty, you
kflow, that they're open from September -- a certain period.

They're up here during the annual migration, and they are
t20sed, according to the regulations, that we're allowed to
t3dke subsistence use of these migratory birds. Most of the
Tdles and regulations do affect the communities in this area,
dahd then I think it deals mostly with the Lower 48 communities,
dahd we do have an exception here to take some wildlife for
$lbsistence use of these birds, you know, during the closed
$8ason.

19

20 MS. MASON: Yeah, in terms of birds, maybe Mimi Hogan
@wduld be the appropriate person to address that.

22

23 MR. SEETOT: That was just one of the examples, you
RAow, that .....

25

26 MS. MASON: Yeah.

27

28 MR. SEETOT: ..... it is -- it's not customary for us,
%8u know, to take birds during their nesting time, you

RAow, .....

31

32 MS. MASON: Yeah.

33

34 MR. SEETOT: ..... because they taste different and
8buff like this, so we know when to take, you know, certain
8pecies.

37

38 MS. MASON: Yeah. Mr. Kovach just reminded me to point
8t that in the scoping process for doing these C and T
d8terminations, there is -- there has been a lot of input from
4he public in that area, from local people on how they conduct
#Heir hunting and fishing, and -- for example, the North Slope

43oping process is just about completed, and Helen Armstrong
wént and visited all the villages in that area, to try and get
dbput from the people living there on what their practices are.
46

477 MR. KATCHEAK: Mr. Chairman?

48

49 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Katcheak?
50
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1

2 MR. KATCHEAK: I have a question for you, Rachel. when
Jou're making a scoping and so you could write down the
danguage, the customary and traditional use, do you go to each
bndividual person in the village or you -- do they designate a
person for you to see and interview? What is the process you
o through?

8

9 MS. MASON: I have never done it myself.

10

11 MR. KATCHEAK: Or what is the person that do that was
$lpposed to be doing that?

13

14 MS. MASON: Right. I don't think there are any rules

&5 who they have to talk to, but I imagine that it is to talk
t6é a wide range of knowledgeable people in that community, and

tdlk to as many kinds of users as possible. That's .....
18
19 MR. KATCHEAK: 1I've been trying to find a -- well, I've

B8en trying to find a different ideas and ways to start putting
dllanguage on that customary and traditional use on this musk
%, and the more I listen to people, the more I ask. There
88em to be a lot of use for them in and around the villages, so
2Be argument that I've heard when we started with that there is
A6 such a thing as customary and traditional use on musk ox,
Bét now after the last two years, I sit and listen to various
2@mments, and find out there's a lot of things going on that
A8body was aware of.

29

30 MS. MASON: Right.

31

32 MR. KATCHEAK: And based on those thoughts, I thought,

®#811, if we're going to start something, if we're going to make
BAis a customary and traditional use subject, mainly the musk

8%, there are a lot of people in Unalakleet -- or there are
36me people in Unalakleet that utilize the hair of the musk

3%, .....

38

39 MS. MASON: Uh-huh.

40

41 MR. KATCHEAK: ..... and maybe make scarf, for example,

§2o0ves probably, and mitten, and there's a presence of the
d48imal here in Unalakleet, I've heard, but they're wild out
#lere, they're in the wilderness, and so they are present,
#hey're around. And I think if we're going to do customary and
46aditional use language and it becomes our -- it goes -- it
B&comes our proposal, those people in Unalakleet should be
d8terviewed and that would make a determination a little
g8ronger for the use of it. So I think as long as we start to
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broaden our minds, it would -- and look for resources in which
dur people here in Unalakleet, that will make a determination
83tronger in our quest for making something out of this meeting
#hiore fruitful.

5

6 That's all I've got.

7

8 MS. MASON: Okay. Part of the C and T determination

Process is to review the existing information and since there
h8s not been any studies or been very few studies by ADF&G on
the species in this area, that will make it all the more
idportant for there to be input from current users, and from as
h3ny people as possible that are knowledgeable about those
$pecies in order to get this C and T determination underway.

15

16 MR. KATCHEAK: Just another question, or the last one.
13ince the State has already proposed, they made their proposal
p8cket, a draft proposal, are they trying to tell us that
tBere's no determination on musk ox and other animals? Are
Phey trying to say that whatever they decide, that's going to
Bécome law? So for -- so if we make one proposal -- if we make
d2proposal, it wouldn't count as one, because there are time
23mits, time constraints? What is the reason why the State

2dme out with theirs so early in time, when we couldn't -- it
86ems like they're undermining our purpose, if we're going to
méke a -- submit a proposal. Are they trying to kill that, the
Pr¥oposal we're going to submit, or just their way of doing
2Bings?

29

30 MS. MASON: I can't speak for the State.

31

32 MR. OTTON: He could.

33

34 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Did you have a question for

Mb. Machida, Mr. Katcheak? Mr. Machida?

36

37 MR. MACHIDA: Do you want me to sit up there?

38

39 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Yeah, please. For the record.
Afid, Mr. Katcheak, could you speak up, please?

41

42 MR. KATCHEAK: Yes. I asked the question, the State
A38s made their -- submitted their draft proposal for review by
pZobably the State -- or the Subsistence Council all over

Abaska. What is the purpose that they came out with the
p6oposal so early that we don't have our own proposal we'd like
43 submit that could complement what was already proposed or is
48 the regulation?

49
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1 MR. MACHIDA: Yeah. Mr. Chairman, the -- when the
3tate and the other cooperators, you know, which included the
Bederal agencies and the Bering Straits Corporation, you know,
gtarted on this management plan, you know, we were working
Gnder time constraints, you know, imposed by the State Game
Board. This proposal is to the State Game Board for a State
Hunt, and they'll only consider musk oxen every three years.

8o musk oxen are going to be considered by the State Game Board
Bhis coming January of 1995, and then they're not going to
tbnsider it again until 1998.

11

12 And one of the things that I know is that people,
@é3pecially in western Seward Peninsula have been asking for a
thdsk ox hunt for a long time, and it didn't seem prudent to
th&ke them wait three more years. I mean, that's the reason why
the proposal came in, you know, at this time. And it's a
p¥oposal to the State Game Board, you know, not to the Federal
$8bsistence Board, or to the Federal Regional Council, but it's
d9proposal to the State Game Board to establish a State hunt in
Phe western Seward Peninsula.

21

22 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Since you brought that up,

MB. Machida?

24

25 MR. MACHIDA: Right. Uh-huh.

26

27 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: What is the nature of the State's

BB8oposed hunt? Is it a trophy hunt? Is it a lottery hunt? Is
28 a permit only drawing hunt?

30

31 MR. MACHIDA: Well, Mr. Chairman, what the Department
PZoposed was we proposed to the Board four options. You know,
883e option was -- would be a subsistence hunt, what's called a

Bder II subsistence hunt, where there would be a number of
8tbsistence permits given out, and the people that lived in the
Wéstern Seward Peninsula communities would have the highest

Priority.

38

39 The second option was to have what's called a
#8gistration permit hunt. That's where permits are given to
4he first come, first served. And the second proposal would be
#Hat they would be from -- or the second option would be that

4Bey can come anywhere from the State, but non-residents,
péople who didn't live in Alaska would not be included.

45

46 The third option was for the same type of registration
BAlint, permit hunt, except the applicants can be from anywhere,
¢8u know, including people from outside the State.

49
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1 And then the fourth option was to make it a lottery
RBunt, you know, where people would send their applications in
dhead of time, and the drawing would be by lottery.

4

5 And what we did, you know, with this proposal would --
was to outline, you know, all the hunts that would be -- that
Zould be authorized under State law. The only hunt that needs
8he -- a C and T determination is the first one, you know, is

fhe subsistence hunt, and the State Game Board, because this
hGnt is proposed among others, you know, would have to make a C
athd T determination first before they acted on any of these

pZoposals.

13

14 MR. KATCHEAK: Are there any agreements to your -- the
$bate's proposal?

16

17 MR. MACHIDA: Well, it's -- the number we threw out was
18 bulls.

19

20 MR. KATCHEAK: For the first year?

21

22 MR. MACHIDA: Yeah. And then, you know, the plan is to

28-evaluate it and we'll up that number as the population
24creases. And we'll also extend it further west, you know, as
2he population grows this way.

26

277 MR. KATCHEAK: So it seems to me we're going to be --
@8're scrambling to make a language on a customary and
£Paditional use on that -1- if we're going to submit a
ploposal, it would seem like it's a very short time, but within
Bhat time, I think we'll be able to come with something, or

838me type of a proposal. And then -- and I understand that
BBis proposal is a draft one? What .....

34

35 MR. MACHIDA: No, it's a proposal that's .....

36

37 MR. KATCHEAK: A final proposal?

38

39 MR. MACHIDA: ..... that's already been submitted to
#he State Game Board, and they're going to consider it in
danuary.

42

43 MR. KATCHEAK: So if we submit a proposal of our own,

#le Federal Subsistence Advisory Council, there's no way that
#bhat could .....

46

47 MR. MACHIDA: Well, see, .....

48

49 MR. KATCHEAK: ..... become part of it.
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572 272-7515
Fax 274-8982

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



152

1

2 MR. MACHIDA: ..... your proposal would -- your
Proposal would be to the Federal Subsistence Board, .....
4

5 MR. KATCHEAK: Uh-huh.
6
7 MR. MACHIDA: ..... so I mean your -- you know, there's

8n place two regulatory bodies that regulate wildlife, and it
flakes it complicated, but, you know, that's the system that's
1 place right now. Your proposal would be to the Federal
$libsistence Board I assume.

12

13 MR. BARR: Mr. Chairman?

14

15 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Barr?

16

17 MR. BARR: Bob Nelson, you know, who is in charge of

tBe musk ox thing, he travelled several times to our village of
$Bishmaref, and asked what we wanted, and, you know, how we're
g6ing to make this, and so we submitted or made recommendations
2b him, you know, as to how we wanted it. But there wasn't too
RaAdny people there that showed up for that meeting, you know.
ZHere was always never too many people, so there would be a few
24 us around, you know, that would show up and I guess that

Phing finally came out, and that's what the -- that's what we
#wénted, and that's what we got I guess.

27

28 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Otton?

29

30 MR. OTTON: Yeah, we had a meeting, when was it, last
week?

32

33 MR. MACHIDA: Yeah.

34

35 MR. OTTON: For the Norton Sound meeting deal, and
3teve was there, and we talked or -- I belong to Northern

N@rton Sound Advisory Committee as does Bill, and like you
38id, there's these four options with the State Fish and Game
dfafted, which we can legally do. And it was a consensus out
éfi our committee, Northern Norton Sound Committee, that we opt
£br option one. But that depended on C and T. If it looks
42ke they're going to -- it sounds like the Board of Game will
B8 making a C and T in January when the option comes up, and it
44 just like that it will happen, right?

45

46 MR. MACHIDA: Yeah, that's right.

47

48 MR. OTTON: And, you know, I guess somebody will hear

48 talking about the process of getting these C and T's for the
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Feds, and then, you know, they go through a big long line of
8coping and consultation, info gathering, all the way down to
Bhe Board decision. The State certainly must have a process of
Aow they go about getting info on C and T, is that right?

5

6 MR. MACHIDA: Yeah, they rely heavily on their
Jubsistence Division staff who are the ones that would do the
8ommunity interviews and research and all of that for that
$nformation.

10

11 MR. OTTON: And is -- it is my understanding that
talking with you people over in Nome is that getting a C and T
f3r musk oxen might be kind of looked at kind of iffy?

14

15 MR. MACHIDA: Well, see, the Board does -- you know,
they look at a variety of information when they make C and T
d@terminations. They look at -- they look at the research from
$8bsistence Division staff, but then they also probably more
ifportant than that is they rely on public testimony, so if --
86 I guess I can't, you know, overstate enough the importance
3T how important it is that people testify to the Board
2dncerning this issue, because most of their input is going to
B8 from people that testify, especially people that live in the
d4ea, 1in the western Seward Peninsula. So I guess my
8fhggestion is that the more there are to testify, the more
26kely the Board is to approve a C and T determination.

27

28 But it's hard to -- you know, I can't say what the
B8ard is going to do, because, .....

30

31 MR. OTTON: Yeah.

32

33 MR. MACHIDA: ..... you know, I haven't dealt with this
Bdard, so I don't know the members and .....

35

36 MR. OTTON: Well, okay, we opted for option one, that

32 our Northern Norton Sound, and I believe our chair and
pP8obably another will go down to that to testify. And I
Bé8lieve it was Fish and Game Department to be neutral on that
g4@and, and, you know, .....

41

42 MR. MACHIDA: That's right. Yeah, we're not going to
43 T mean, the -- this -- what kind of hunt it is is an
d4location type issue, so, you know, we're not going to -- I

w&an, we'll answer questions like on population status or how
#wény animals there are, you know, what the recruitment rate is,
47ld how many new animals are born into the population or
WwBatever, but, you know, we're -- you know, we don't play any
#48le as far as deciding who gets the permits. And that's .....
50
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1
2 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Where .....
3 MR. MACHIDA: ..... that's why we submitted the

proposal with those four options, because, you know, if we had
5pecified any one option, then we're basically, you know,
taking a -- making a recommendation of who gets permits, so
Zhat's why we submitted a proposal, you know, that had the four
8ptions on it.

9

10 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Where is this hearing going to be?
11

12 MR. MACHIDA: I believe it's -- I believe it's going to
b&8 in Anchorage, but I guess -- I'm not sure. I think either
Adchorage or Soldotna.

15

16 MR. OTTON: 1If it's in Anchorage, it will be in the
Ifiternational Inn.

18

19 MS. ARMSTRONG: West Coast.

20

21 MR. OTTON: West Coast.

22

23 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: And you're saying that the Board

?2élies heavily on public testimony. Why don't they hear this
R&rticular matter somewhere in the Seward Peninsula?
26

277 MR. MACHIDA: Well, that's a good question, but I don't
28 I'm not the one who sets their schedule, so, you know, I
2an't really answer why they don't come out here. I mean,
®8've encouraged them for years to come out here, but they
Baven't, so -- yeah, I can't answer that.

32

33 MS. MUKTOYUK: Mr. Chairman?

34

35 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Doesn't the fact that the hearing

36 being held in Anchorage, the most populous sport hunting
3¥ea 1in the State, more or less bias the entire proceeding to
d8commodate sport hunters?

39

40 MR. MACHIDA: Well, as I mentioned, you know, whenever
41 if -- whenever they do talk about subsistence C and T
d2terminations, the people that are -- they're probably going
43 listen —-- at least the people that they should listen the
#hést to are the people that live in the area that's being
#51ked about.

46

477 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: The air fares that are currently
B8ing charged, our specials for AFN, during the rest of this
wonth, and I guarantee you beginning the first of November,
50
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that we're looking at air fares that are going to be somewhere
2n the neighborhood of $600.00 round trip from Nome, and then
Jou're looking at probably about $150.00 round trip from their
¥illages to Nome, so you're looking at -- for someone to go in
and testify on this, you're looking at somewhere in the
fheighborhood of 600, $750.00 in air fare alone.

7
8 MR. MACHIDA: Well, as I mentioned, Mr. Chairman, I
flean, I'm sympathetic with the problem here, but -- and we have

h8de recommendations that the Board at least have hearings in
this part of the State, but they have chosen not to do so. So
12 and I can't answer why they, you know, why they do.
B&8cause, I mean, I'm not the one they consult with.

14

15 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I appreciate that. I just wanted
té6 get these considerations on the record, and the fact that on
tHe surface that this is a typical State ADF&G operation in
tBat they make every effort to accommodate the non-subsistence
h8er of the resource and make no consideration whatsoever for
PRe subsistence user, so I just wanted this on the public
zécord.

22

23 MS. MUKTOYUK: Mr. Chairman?

24

25 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mrs. Muktoyuk?

26

27 MS. MUKTOYUK: I would also like to state on the public

?8cord that the subsistence users do not have, like

M®. Katchatag said, 600 to $700.00 to make a round trip ticket
86 Anchorage to testify for the C and T, and we are the ones
Bhat will be affected by this. As subsistence users, we're
32ways being cheated out of everything. There is no
38nsideration for us people who use these resources. And it's
d4ways the sportsmen and the commercial people the State always
36onsider first. They have the money for air fare to travel
dbywhere in the world they want. And our resources are
Bimited.

gg That's all I have, Mr. Chairman.

jg CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Ms. Muktoyuk.

jg MS. MORKILL: Mr. Chairman?

jé CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Ms. Morkill-?

35 MS. MORKILL: 1If I may, I wanted to ask Steve Machida

48 the Board of Game welcomes teleconferencing capabilities
£9om the people outside of Anchorage to call in and provide
50
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testimony. Do you know if there are any rules for or against
2hat?

3

4 MR. MACHIDA: They have done that in the past, but I
8on't really know what special provisions they would have for
that for this coming meeting. You know, we have a Board

Tepresentative -- I mean, a Board staff member for this area in
Rotzebue, and her name is Aurora Madsen, and I can certainly
Pass that on to her, that they, you know, would like to -- at
l8ast some information about that capability.

11

12 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Any other questions for

M3. Machida?

14

15 MR. OTTON: Just a comment. I guess during the

téstimony, they've got written testimony's always being
%&lcome, but in my eye, you know, written testimony just don't
h8ve the impact of a person being right there speaking right to
tBe Board, you know. Your mind tends to get what somebody's

88ying than what you're reading, you know. It has more of an
2hpact. So there lies our problem.

22

23 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Any other questions or comments
£4r Mr. Machida? Mr. Katchatag?

25

26 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I'm

%éry concerned and I'd like to comment in favor of Loretta
MBktoyuk's concern. We as an organization of Kawerak Board
B8et four times a year, and when something like this come up, I
®flsh they would let us know beforehand so that we can invite
Bhem and hear what the proposals are.

32

33 Why I'm concerned about this is that we have now 20
Bémber villages in our organization or the compact of Kawerak.
3Bach and every village 1is represented there by a member
8bosen, respected person. And that person is a president of
ERA or traditional council, as I am, or the designee of the

PBesident.

39

40 The other concern I have is in regard to this customary
dhd traditional use determination. I'd like to offer a ninth
#2ctor for this proposal for your consideration. Just by

gidickly looking at it, I spotted in the first where it says
Biong-term consistent pattern of use, excluding interruptions
B&yond the control of the community area." I'd like to just
é6émment on that, because during the migration of certain
8Pecies of, especially walrus while I was in the Commission,
#Bere was a big concern over the low flying aircraft disturbing
#Be walruses while they are migrating up north. This is just a
50
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tomment.

2

3 And I'd like to point out two things at fourth and
£ifth, just the wording there before I offer the ninth after
for this proposal. Or determination. On the fourth you read,

Bthe consistent harvest and use of fish or wildlife as
Telated," I'd like to repeat this, "related to the past
Bethods."

9

10 And in -- skipping the rest, I'd like to go on to
fifth, and two words in the third line there where it says
TRast practices," the past practice of any and all customary
add traditional subsistence harvest includes caring for the
¢dders who are not able to hunt, and even some children who
hhfortunately lose their parents, and therefore are more or
1léss helpless. Traditionally each are being helped. Some
p&ople volunteer to hunt for them, not only hunt for them, but
é%en dress, clean and prepare them for preservation for the

&9ders or for the widows or for people -- young children who
Rlve -- who lost their parents.

21

22 The reason why I'd like to consider this, -- or I'd

23ke to present this for your consideration is some native
24ders are now participants in the Pioneer and elder homes.

Rhd these people crave for their Native food. I would like to
86e some sort of permit system in this respect so that the
23lunteer hunters would be permitted to hunt for these
dBganizations where there are occupants of Native people living

PBere. This is for your consideration. Thank you.
30
31 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: For your information,

2. Katchatag, we could probably include that language in the
B8signated Hunter Task Force report, and our recommendations
Bégarding same.

35

36 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: Thank you very much.

37

38 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Katchatag.

39

40 I hope that our staff person, Rachel Mason, is more

dtare of the necessity and imperative for appropriate customary
43d traditional determinations, and the need for our C and T
d8terminations to be put on the calendar. And also for the
f4ct that the C and T determinations presently on the books as
wéntioned earlier are not appropriate and they need to be
dpdated. So that's one of the things that I see in looking at
éUdr charter, item five among our duties states that we make
#8commendations on determinations of customary and traditional
48e of subsistence resources. I have yet to see a time table
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Wwhen we make those recommendations and every time I meet with
Phe Federal Subsistence Board, they limit the proposal changes
Bo subpart D, and they say C and T determinations are on
dnother schedule. Could you clarify that?

5

6 MS. MASON: Mr. Chairman, I think the squeaky wheel
Gets the grease in this kind of a case, because if this Council
@Wants their area to be considered more quickly than others, or
Sees a need for urgency, I suggest that you make that wish
kflown to the Board via a letter stating that there are these
htrgent concerns in your area.

%g CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you.

%é MR. OTTON: Are we going to be a squeaky wheel?

%g CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Pardon?

%g MR. OTTON: Are we going to be squeaky?

gg CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We're going to be squeaky. Yes?
g% MR. CALLOWAY: Could I address .....

gé CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Could you come and state your name
£6r the record, please?

g; MR. CALLOWAY: My name's Don Calloway. I work for the

3Qbsistence Division, National Park Service, in Anchorage.
30

31 The Park Service as was mentioned earlier is going to
B2 responsible for the C and T determinations in Units 22 (D) --
38), (D), and (E). And we're currently, as the Fish and

Bdldlife's handed out, doing C and T determinations for the
Bpper Tanana Region, for the Copper Basin Region, and the
Bbiority after that will be for the Parks Highway. I bring
BHese points up to mention that we have a small staff, and that
B8alistically the type of resources we have to address a C and
B9determination in the next year or two will be quite limited,
B8cause of the priorities that have already been mentioned in
4he Federal Register.

42

43 I would like to point out in addition that working with
BKén and Fred, we're currently proposing to do research in
g6veral communities that utilize the Preserve resources to
p6ovide the foundation for our C and T determination, which I
dfiticipate with Ken's help will probably be done in the next
4Bree years perhaps.

49
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1 I just bring these points up. We're on the agenda to
2alk to you today about the proposed research and how we plan
Bo go about it, but let me digress a moment to explain a little
Bit about what's involved in the Park Service process for C and
T determinations.

6
7 The Upper Tanana recommendations that you have there
8re only a small part. That's the recommendation. The draft

8nalysis is a much thicker and larger document. What we
p@opose to do is to use not only what ADF&G has done in terms
®f their customary and traditional determinations, that is, a
hdrvest survey that collects data at one point in time, but we
43so plan to map historic harvest and use areas for three
péints in time going back to the 19th century. We plan to
$pend a lot of time, and we have a special part of our task to
t6éllect life histories from elders, specifically related to

tHeir use of wildlife resources. So we have .....
18
19 And we also plan to spend a lot of time in the

2bmmunities where we propose to do research, and "a lot of
2ime," I mean three to four months, talking with the community
Be@mbers about these issues, and about the eight factors that
Y3u see in front of you.

24

25 And all this I bring up, because this process takes
geite a bit of time, one, to collect the data, to analyze it,
afid then to propose in a systematic fashion our conclusions.
Bfd as you've seen, as has been passed out, the Board -- or the
R8gional Advisory Council here has a role in each of these
8fleps, and at some point I'd certainly be happy to sit down and
gd through very carefully, just having come back from a
B2gional Advisory Council meeting in Tok where they addressed
BBe Upper Tanana Issues, what that Council's role has been, for

g8#ample.

35

36 Thank you.

37

38 MR. OTTON: Sheldon?

39

40 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yes, Mr. Otton?

41

42 MR. OTTON: You mentioned that National Park Service
w311 be using the ADF&G criteria?

44

45 MR. CALLOWAY: No, we'll be using the eight factors

#hat was passed out by Rachel earlier, and I'd be happy to talk
dlbout how those eight factors are used.

48

49 MR. OTTON: Well, .....
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1

2 MR. CALLOWAY: It's my general -- oh, I'm sorry, go
dhead.

4

5 MR. OTTON: I guess that could come later. I was
wondering, would you know the history of these eight factors,
Both from the -- I guess you kind of cloned them from Alaska

Bepartment of Fish and Game. Where did they have their
8rigins?

10

11 MR. CALLOWAY: That's a good question. I'm not sure
Where ADF&G Subsistence Division first came up with the eight
f8ctors. I might mention that they tend to rely on two or
three factors, because it's very difficult to collect
$ystematic data. It requires a lot of time in the communities
té6 address some of these factors, so that it's our intent to
t3llect as much information now as we can on those factors that
%8 know are either under-reported or there's very little
1fAformation existing on. Prior to this, they had to deal with
PRe existing information, as we did on the Upper Tanana, since
@wé couldn't do any original research. But where it came from,

22don't know, initially. I can find out if you're interested.
283'11 ask Jim Fall (ph)

24

25 MR. OTTON: (Nods affirmative)

26

27 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Excuse me, we just got a copy of
£Be Fish and Game's eight criteria.

29

30 Mr. Borbridge?

31

32 MR. BORBRIDGE: Well, I want to -- I will come back to

33brief comment on the customary and traditional use
détermination factors, and their application.

35

36 Before I do that, I'd like to thank the Chair and
Bémbers of the Council for making the trip for me personally to
B8 such a worthwhile experience. Some of you may not realize
B8Bat, but I think I've learned as much in some of our informal
¥flsits and conversations. I came with the idea that what I
Adéeded to do was to leave the comfort of my office in Juneau
48d to hear directly from the subsistence people themselves,
48d to keep sharpening my sensitivity to what is happening.

44

45 I will be leaving this afternoon, and although I
#6éalize that this is a Council that is representative of all
4He people in the area, nonetheless I think it is still
dPpropriate in the older custom to say as a member of a tribe
£Pom Southeast, I've come into your country, I appreciate the
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R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572 272-7515
Fax 274-8982

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



161

fact that I've been welcomed, and I want to thank both you and
dlso I want to thank my friends in Unalakleet who have made me
Wonder why I took so long to get up here to begin with, and T

éan assure you that not that much time is going to pass before

% return again. So I do thank you.
6
7 I also want to point in a general way, call this for

8he good of the order, that the make up of the Federal
Subsistence Board is changing quite markedly. You have a
hlmber of new people going in. As I view it, the one constant
factor in all of this is you on the Council level, and the
t@dmmunity level. Your knowledge, your sensitivity, your
¢8mmitment, your understanding will be the constant factor.
There will be new Board members who will be assuming their
t&sponsibilities who will need to come up to speed on their
khowledge of much of what is subsistence, and they likewise
%711 require the sensitivity that will allow them to listen
#8th their hearts as well as with their minds when there is
t8stimony being presented to the Board during Board meetings by
80bsistence users.

21

22 I also want to at this time just to briefly emphasize
By agreement with what Rachel Mason said about the application
% eight criteria and their definition. The intention was that
2he eight criteria would exemplify, they would characterize
@what is happening within the subsistence community.

27

28 Now, within -- in one of the eight factors, number
88ven, and I read, "A pattern of use in which the harvest is
8Bared or distributed within a definable community of persons.”
3In Southeast Alaska, we get all of our fish eggs, our herring
83gs from -- at least most of them, from Sitka and from
Bgdaburg. My tribal community is Yakutat, which is the
Bdrtherest north community in Southeast Alaska, so many of you
dhdn't know, but I'm a northern southerner. So with the fish
8¢ggs coming from those communities, that has been the way it
Bds been going back I don't know how far. We've always shared
BHat way with certain communities that have more of certain
3@bsistence foods, and who seem to have most of them, will
gBare with other communities.

41

42 And so when I look at this and I see the reference to
gBaring within a definable community, well, it seems to me that
#lere are different ways of looking at definable community.

@he is the way the Native people have looked at it from -- for
d6told generations, and the other is the people who worry about
dictionaries and try to figure out what is definable and so on.
48

49 So I would encourage you to appreciate that in the mix
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df things between ourselves, those of us sitting in the offices
and yourselves, you're the experts and you're the ones that
dontinue to teach us, and the ones that continue to sensitize
ds.

5

6 I hope, too, that there might be some way that you can
gncourage the sensitization of new members to the Subsistence
Board. I know I'm talking about our bosses, but that's all
f#ight. We're supposed to be here to advise them on how to be
bétter bosses, and the way I see it, 1s they will benefit from
$&nsitization by subsistence users.

12

13 So again I want to thank the Council for the richness
bf the experience that I have enjoyed up here, and for those
w¥ho don't give up and continue to teach me a little more about
$Gbsistence as we have our conversations after coffee and after
tHe meetings and before the meetings. And so thank you again
t8 all of you. And I look forward to my next visit up here
dgain in my continuous learning process.

20

21 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Borbridge, and on
B2half of .....

23

24 MR. OTTON: John?

25

26 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: On behalf of the Council, I would

27ke to think Mr. Borbridge for coming up here to attend our
m8eting and bring the insights of the staff committee on which
B8 serves to not only our Council, but also to the people here
380 Unalakleet, and also to the Staff. So on behalf of the
Bdbuncil, I would like to thank you for making the effort of
B2king part in our meeting.

33

34 Mr. Otton?

35

36 MR. OTTON: I'd just like -- I would just like to say
37 I'm going to speak a little Indian: How.

38

39 (Laughter)

40

41 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Speaking of speaking Indian, I'll

42 let me add to that. One time there was a bunch of people,
48urists going by this reservation, and at the gate of the
#dservation there was this guy standing there, and he'd watch

p&ople go by and he'd say, "Chance". Finally one guy looked at
Bém, and he'd come up to him and he said, "How," and the guy
43oked at him, and he said, "Chance." So the guy asked him, "I

48id 'How' to you, how come you say 'Chance' to me?" And the
48y said, "Me knowum how. Me want the chance.”
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% So in that regard, let's take an hour and 15 minute
Becess for lunch.

é (Off record)

g (On record)

g CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Come back to order.

%2 As a matter of expedience, and subject to objection by

dady of the Council members, I would at this time like to move
i8ems 9.F and G to items C and D, and push the rest of the
pédoposals down two letters. Item F will be relabeled C, Item G
%211 be relabeled D, and D and E will become E and F.

16

17 So at this time I would like to give some background
18formation on the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and why it's on
dAr agenda. Before our last meeting in March, I and some of
PRe other Council members had received a letter which was
2dlluded to earlier by Mr. Seetot regarding four endangered
8pecies of migratory birds, and we had expressed concern over
2Be fact that the Migratory Bird Treaty Act still does not
2écognize customary and traditional use of migratory birds as a
ABcessary complement to our rural diets at that time of the
Y6éar, in the spring, when they migrate to our various areas.
Rid in order to properly understand the problem, we felt as a
g8uncil that it was important as a subsistence item that we get
d%handle on the populations of birds that arrive in Alaska,
Bheir mortality along the way, and their recruitment rate once
Bére on the nesting grounds in Alaska. And not only that, but
BHeir mortality rates as they leave their nesting grounds and
Bigrate back to their wintering grounds wherever they may be.
34

35 So we asked that we be provided with the information
Bégarding migratory birds that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
3&rvice might have in their offices. And we were provided with
d8number of handouts today or in our packets. And I would ask
BRat the staff person in charge of migratory birds please make
#heirself available for comments and questions regarding the
gdme. And I would appreciate her presentation of the material
dfter she has identified herself for the public record.

43

44 MS. HOGAN: Thank you. My name is Mimi Hogan. I'm
whth the Migratory Bird Management Office in Anchorage, and I
want to thank you for the opportunity to be here, and I've had
4l opportunity while I'm here to learn a lot about what
g8bsistence does, and I'm pleased to know that you're
dfterested in wanting to know what we're doing.
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1

2 My specific job has been to work on amending the
Bigratory Bird Treaty, and I came prepared mainly to give
dnformation on that, but I've also prepared a little bit of
bnformation on migratory bird populations.

6

7 You asked about mortality rates and those are specific
80 studies that are done on the breeding areas, and they're
fisually in very small areas. They may be on the geese
pbpulations, or specifically Fish and Wildlife Service has had
$tudies going on spectacled and eiders on the Yukon Delta, so
%2 know about what's happening to very small populations of
b3rds.

14

15 Statewide information, I can tell you we do surveys in
the spring on the breeding pairs, and in the last several years
%@ have counted 5 million pairs of ducks breeding in the
$Bring, and we estimate that 10 million ducks leave Alaska in
the fall to go to all over the United States and to Mexico. We
BR@ve counted half a million geese breeding in Alaska in the
8pring time.

22

23 Nationally we also -- Fish and Wildlife Service also
dbes these breeding pairs surveys throughout the whole United
3bates, and our latest estimate on ducks is 71 million ducks.
RAd we use those estimates then to set the fall hunting
8&asons. There are approximately 7 million geese that are
dailable in the fall flight in the U.S.

29

30 You asked about hunters and duck stamps in the
Fhformation that Barb Armstrong sent me. There are a total of
32 well, there are over 1 million hunters in the United States,
3d8d there are 1,200,000 duck stamps sold. People besides
Bdnters buy duck stamps. There are approximately 6 million
dbcks harvested in the U.S., and this is sports harvest, and
dpproximately a million geese —-- over a million and a half
Gdese are harvested.

38

39 In Alaska, there are records kept for sports harvest.
There are 10,000 duck stamps sold in Alaska, and in the last
g&ar based on estimate of forms that hunters -- this is sports
BAfinters we're talking about, sports hunters turned in the
gports hunter -- the sports harvest last year was about 62,000
dd4cks and about 5,000 geese.

45

46 Our estimates for subsistence harvest of migratory
Birds is based on studies done by Alaska Fish and Game
#Broughout the State, a report put together by Robert Wolf that
was paid for by a contract from the Fish and Wildlife Service,
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provided that estimates on subsistence harvest of all migratory
Pirds. Their estimate was that about 360,000 birds are taken
Bor subsistence purposes, and this is throughout the year,
during the fall as well as the spring, and that the estimate
for the spring harvest is about 161,000 birds taken in the
fpring and summer.

7

8 And I put a handout in the back on subsistence
waterfowl hunting in Alaska. And on the last sheet is a map of
the State. This comes from Robert Wolf's report, and they've
divided the State into the areas where -- I assume this is
W%Bere they've done their harvest surveys, and there's an
@3timate of the number of birds taken by subsistence hunters,
d44d again this is not just the spring. This is throughout the
¥8ar. In the Seward Peninsula and the Norton Sound shows
46,000 plus birds being taken by subsistence hunter, which
thdkes it the third most important area in the State. Third
b8hind the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta is first and then the
Ifterior, which is described here as Upper Yukon, Koyukuk, and
PBwer Tanana, 1is second.

21

22 As you all know, the 1916 convention with Canada has
BBovisions that close all migratory bird hunting between March
28th and September 1, except for Indians may take at any time
£hoaters (ph) for food, but not for sale, Eskimos and Indians
méy take at any season auks, auklets, gill, gilimuts, murres,
and puffins, and their eggs for food, and their skins for
28othing, but the birds and eggs should not be sold.

29

30 As we all know, that that's not sufficient for what
Bappens here in Alaska in the spring and summer, and the Fish
38d Wildlife Service has attempted to legalize spring
88bsistence hunting, and the records I have show that there
Bdve been attempts to do this ever since statehood, so for 30
y$8ars, there have been efforts to change this.

36

37 And the closest that we came was in 1979, after the
Bfissian treaty. There was also a Russian Migratory Bird Treaty
BRat was signed in 1976, and it had provisions for subsistence
BAlnting, but it could not go into effect until the Canadian
#teaty was amended.

42

43 So in 1979 the U.S. and Canada agreed on language that
wéuld change the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, it's referred to as
4he 1979 Protocol. Both the Secretary of the Interior, the
86ate Department, the head of the Canadian Wildlife Service,
§7gned this, and it was sent to the U.S. Senate for
#8tification. Any treaties or amendments to treaties must be
#48tified by the Senate before they're the law of the land.
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That was in 1979.

2

3 In 1980 Administrations changed, and the Secretary of
the Interior, James Watt, at the urging of several
brganizations Outside withdrew the Protocol from the Senate, so
that it was never ratified.

7

8 Shortly after that, in the 80's, Canada was going
fhrough many changes and they were rewriting their
tbnstitution, so they did not want to get involved in another
ptrocess to amend the Migratory Bird Treaty. By 1990 things in
C2nada had changed. They had rewritten their constitution, and
18 had gone through several legal tests, and they were again
téady to work on amending the treaty.

15

16 In 1990, both the Fish and Wildlife Service and the
Cdnadian Wildlife Service put out notices of intent to get
p8blic input on the amendment process. In 1992 Canada went
tBrough a series of public meetings, as well as in the United
3flates. We had in Alaska in 1994 14 public meetings through
2he State that Migratory Birds conducted. Then the refuges
d2so conducted another series of about 19 communities. And we
BR38d five meetings Outside Alaska in the Lower 48. At those
Méetings we had about -- over 300 people attended and gave
2bmments, and we also had 200 written comments, so we had about
360 comments to sort through, which is a very good
?2&@presentation in a process like this.

28

29 At that point we developed an environmental assessment
®Rich was completed in 1993. A lot of it was based on the
plblic comments that we heard the year before. When the
ddvironment assessment went out for review in December of '93,
883e of the comments that we -- was strongly voiced by the State
384 Alaska and other states was they did not think that we had
d8equately addressed their concerns with the amount of
86bsistence harvest that might increase. And they were also
3dncerned about the subsistence harvest in Canada, which we had
88t addressed in the first E.A. So the State of Alaska under
BP. Wolf came up with some estimated, projected estimates of
what subsistence harvest might involve if it was legalized, and
#hen Canada helped us present a section in the E.A. that
é3timated Canadian harvest.

43

44 And that environmental assessment, which I hope you all
Bave copies of, because we sent out almost 2,000 of them around
4bhe State, has an appendix in it that contains information on
4He Canadian migratory bird hunting, it has estimates of
gd8bsistence hunting in Alaska, and projections. It also has a
gmmary of the public comments that were made during the public
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theetings and for both the E.A.s. So if you don't have copies
3f that, I have three copies with me, and I have many more at
By office and I can send them to you i1if you don't have them.
There's a lot of information particularly in the appendix of
those.

6

7 In the E.A. the position of the Fish and Wildlife
B8ervice at this time, and I have to stress at this time,
Because as the team goes into negotiating with Canada, it could
¥8ry well change, the most important point that Fish and
Wildlife Service would like to stress is that there needs to be
tdordination among user groups, between the subsistence
hinters, between the State -- between the states in the flyway,
the flyway councils and other Federal interests. All the
bbdinary methods that are used for sports hunting could be
émployed for subsistence hunting, and by that I mean bag
1imits, seasons, species -- or 1s it restrictions, management
hBits, et cetera, could be used as appropriate. And times for
tBe harvest would vary. There's no intention at this point to
dPen the season continuously between March 10 and September 1.
2There's still the intent to protect breeding birds so that the
d?eas that will be open to spring hunting would vary. It would
B8 different on the North Slope when the birds start breeding,
Phat might be around Dillingham. And it's very important that
Phe users be involved in this process because they're the ones
@who, at the public meetings, have told us when those seasons
d7e for their areas and so they'll be relied on heavily for
PBRose decisions.

29

30 Spring harvest would be available to -- the wording is
Blaska Natives and other qualified residents residing in
d2signated subsistence harvest areas. In the first
g8dvironmental assessment we used language from ANILCA which was
84ural residents." Many people did not like that language and

®& changed it to reflect that spring subsistence is basically a
Nétive issue, and so the language is Alaska Natives and other
Glalified residents. The State of Alaska as a commentor and
Pérticipant to this process felt very strongly about other
GBalified users, should be part of the wording, too, so that it
w1l not just be Alaska Natives.

41

42 Harvest areas could be regionally limited, and they are
43 in the original language we said that Southcentral and
8éutheast would not be included for spring hunting seasons. We
éhanged the wording on that so that there are petition

épportunities.
47
48 From the records we have on subsistence hunting in the

88utheast, most of the birds are taken in the fall. There's
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hot a tradition of spring hunting, but we wanted to leave it
£lexible enough that if a community came and said that they had
8 tradition for taking spring birds that on a case by case
Basis we could accommodate those needs. We also know that in
Some places in the Southeast they are taking gull eggs and
6ther migratory bird eggs. And so they would be eligible for
Zhat under the language.

8

9 Birds would be taken for food, personal and family use
dafild could be shared within the communities. Creation of
handicrafts would be allowed, they could be bartered or traded
bAt not sold. In our first EA we said no waterfowl eggs would
b& considered for harvest, and enough people commented on that
that it was changed and that it's open now to any harvest of
&§gs will be considered.

16

17 Where we stand now, now that the environmental
&4B8sessment has been written and the Record of Decision is out,
tBe Fish & Wildlife Service is putting together a team that
@011 negotiate with Canada. And the State Department, because
£his is an international treaty, the State Department has the
22ad. But in the Fish & Wildlife Service, Director Beattie,
@211 be head of our team with the migratory -- the head of the
2Mligratory Birds Office in Washington, D.C. There will be a
28presentative from the state of Alaska. As you're familiar, I
Phink the Migratory Bird Working Group or RurAL CAP will be
d3ked to send two Native representatives, and Charlie Brower is
BR8ad of that committee. And I did not bring a list of the
2fher committee members, so I'm not sure who is the
Bépresentative from this area. So there will be two Native
Bépresentatives. There will be also two repre- -- one
B2presentative from the International Association of Fish &
BR1ldlife Associations, it's all the heads of all the state
34encies, and then there will be also representatives from like

d5conservation group and a sportsmen's group. It's a rather
R&rge team.

37

38 These people have to come to some consensus on many of

BRese points, and they will negotiate with Canada. But, as I
48id, the teams are being put together now, and I think some of
#hose letters will go out in the next couple of weeks, and we
BWB3pe that at the first of next year, 1995, that the teams will
48t -- the team will get together and start a meeting with
€4nada, and that I can't predict how long it might take to come
é6bt with amendment language that is suitable to everybody.

46

47 Once protocol language has been agreed on, it still has
48 go to the senate and be ratified by the senate before it
B8comes law. So there are still several groups that have to be
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thet.

2

3 Once it's ratified by the senate, in addition the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, which is the implementing
begislation, will have to be amended and this -- all these

things have to be done before we're actually at the point where
e can say subsistence hunting of migratory birds is legal in

8he spring.
9
10 I believe that's about as much as I can go on about --

thdybe I can take questions or go back to some points that maybe
I2skipped over too fast.

13

14 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: For the record, what was your name
d4§ain, please?

16

17 MS. HOGAN: 1It's Mimi Hogan.

18

19 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mimi?

20

21 MS. HOGAN: Mimi; M-i-m-i.

22

23 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Any questions, comments for

M4. Hogan?

25

26 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: I suppose the two people that
Rdve come out of the Migratory Working Group would be Charlie
BBower and Myron (indiscernible). When we talk about this

28mposition of the working group before in our subsistence
86bmmittee meeting we felt that Charlie and Myron would be our
Péople to be working on this on behalf of the Native people.
32

33 MS. KATCHATAG: Myron who?

34

35 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: Myron (indiscernible). He's
P6esident of the AVCP.

37

38 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Ms. Hogan, can we get into some of
BRhe statistics of migratory birds?

40

41 MS. HOGAN: Certainly.

42

43 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I was looking -- for the public

#d4cord on the third page of your Subsistence Waterfowl Hunting
4h Alaska handout it shows the composition of total annual
BAervest of geese on a pie chart, and it shows that as a
p&rcentage Alaska subsistence harvest, I assume that is over an
éB8tire year?

49
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1 MS. HOGAN: Right.
2
3 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: So it's both spring and fall makes

d4p just 3% of all harvest of geese, and only 2.6% of all
barvest of ducks. ©Now for such a small harvest I wonder why we
bave such tough regulations banning subsistence harvest in the
gpring. It's not like we spend a week to 10 days going after
8hese poor birds as they fly through and all we're trying to do
9s supplement our freezers and make sure we have enough to get
b until the next specie comes into its season.

11

12 On page 4 it shows the composition of North American
h3rvest of waterfowl in 1990 in millions of birds. And it
$Aows that the United States in 1990 harvested eight million
bhrds, and yet they have no restrictions like we do on just
t6ying to stay alive. You know, we bare- -- just like anything
tHat migrates back to us, we're charged with making sure that
tBey adequately reproduce while everybody else gets the
d8vantage of killing them. And correct me if I'm wrong, but
£he majority of harvest by the United States and Canada is
8port harvest, is it not?

22

23 MS. HOGAN: It's all sport harvest.

24

25 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: It's all sport harvest, so there

26 no requirement that they consume these birds, is there?
27

28 MS. HOGAN: There is -- there can be no waste. There

dPe heavy fines for any waste, and, yes, they are supposed to

B8 using these birds. Could I comment on that?

31

32 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Sure.

33

34 MS. HOGAN: I'm glad that you pointed that out because

35's one of the things I skipped over too fast, and I think
36's a really important point that the subsistence harvest in
BJaska is only 3%, and it's only 2%, and I put these together
88r this particular handout. I actually put it together for
BBe meeting outside, and it was very important to show sports
Alnters they had some very exaggerated idea of what subsistence
Alnting was and that it was some big threat that was going to
éBange their harvest. And, of course, nobody wants changes
4Bat may mean less for them. So this was a very important to
Bélp people understand and to start bringing people around to
#he idea that this was not such a bad thing, and we never had
4his information before 1979 when we tried to amend the treaty,
47ld the sports hunters were very upset about it. No one knew
B8w many birds we were talking about, and, again, it was a very
éRaggerated fear on people's parts.
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1

2 Again, you were saying, yes, look at the 8 million
Birds that are taken, and I might remind you, too, that there's
éver a million hunters, and the average in the US for sports
hunting is five ducks per hunter and 1.3 geese per hunter. So
there -- they have been restricted. If you look at the
Fegulations for fall hunting in the US, the number of days they
8an hunt since 1970 has changed drastically, the bag limits
Bave changed. There have been restrictions on sport hunters
bécause of not having this many birds. But, again, you know,
the important point here is that people outside understand that
tBhere is room in the system of course for sport -- subsistence
h@nting. And, you know, I also would like to make a point that
there should be plenty for everybody, and Fish & Wildlife
$&8rvice has tried to stress through this process that
téoperation among all the users would be an important part of
tHe process.

18

19 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Ms. Hogan, another thing that we
BAd asked for, and I was looking through the handouts here, we
Rad asked for some estimates as to the number of birds that
d2rive each year, and I didn't see it in the handout but you
Aé8ntioned .....

24

25 MS. HOGAN: ©No. I had just a sheet that I did for
RAgself, and I could have it Xeroxed, the statistics they had on
2He number of breeding birds and the number of birds that leave
28 the fall. If the counsel is interested I can have that
X8roxed.

30

31 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: 1I'd appreciate that. Yes, we had
328ked for that information at our last meeting also. Any other
G8estions or comments from Ms. Hogan? Hearing none, thank you,
M4. Hogan. It's a real eye-opener to hear about not only the
Bhird breeding curves and where things stand as far as amending
Bbe particular act, but it is also very revealing who has the
3Tout when it comes to protecting their particular turf.

38

39 MR. OTTON: Quack, quack?
40
41 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Quack, quack. So I appreciate

$2ur information and we would appreciate a Xerox of the
BBeeding curves and other information on population.

44

45 Any other comments or questions from the public or any
é6 the staff people regarding migratory birds? Mr. Katchatag.
47

48 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. One
6% the concerns I have in regard to migratory birds is there is
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572 272-7515
Fax 274-8982

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



172

too much commercialized temptations as far as migratory birds
dre concerned. By that I mean you can have a whole catalog
Bull of decoys and camouflage outfits and guns and everything
élse. I think these things should be limited. The only people
Bhat we get any money in disturbance of wildlife are these
people who are selling so much decoys, so much camouflage
fhings and so much other equipment. And traditionally the only
people that we call good hunters are the people who are able to
8all or even sneak up to these birds from their own way of
hOGnting without using like duck calls and all these other
tbmmercialized things.

12

13 If the people who are engaged in Migratory Bird Treaty
Aét are so concerned I think they should look into these
hétters and at least limit these things. There never used to
bé too much here, but I know there's some decoys in almost
&¥ery specie now and everywhere. So these -- the birds,
@&Bpecially the young ones, I think, might take a long time
b8fore they can avoid the temptation of flying right into the
dé8coys. I think that's -- this is not a sport as far as I'm
gbncerned; the sport is to learn without all these temptations.
22hat may not be the case out there, but it's my way of looking
28 the sport.

24

25 So if the people really are sports people, I think they
8hould learn to know without using any imitating gadgets to
2¥ick the birds. I'd like to see this be considered if they

28ally care about migratory birds. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
29
30 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Katchatag. Any

8ther comments and gquestions? I would recommend that our
Barticular council make the information presented by Ms. Hogan
B8garding populations of birds that annually come back to
Blaska to nest and breed, the number of birds that leave the
3bate and the paltry amount comparatively of birds that are
déught subsistence-wise both spring and fall be brought to the
dftention of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act Amendment Team,
3d8dressed to the State Department and to the US Fish & Wildlife
38rvice, Director Beattie, and also to the State Department of
Eflsh & Game so that they all cannot claim ignorance as to not
é6mhly the small percentage that subsistence takes but also the
43rge amount that the sport hunters take in which they protect
¥8ry fiercely as is apparent.

44

45 So I would appreciate, Madame Coordinator, drafting
g6ch a letter and you and I can consult back and forth to get
4He proper language, if that's the with of the body. If that
48 the wish I would entertain a motion.

49
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1 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: I so move.

g CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion on the floor. Do
4 hear a second?

Z MR. KATCHEAK: Second.

g CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Seconded. Any discussion?

%O MR. SEETOT: Question.

%% CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Question has been called. All

tBose in favor of the motion for signify by saying aye.
14

15 IN UNISON: Aye.

16

17 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay. Motion
t8rries unanimously.

19

20 We now move on to the report from BLM and Morkill, and

2t is of special significance here in this town because you can
828e by the map outside of the regional and village corporation
28nds that the majority of lands are either state, by
définition to the Coastal Zone Management Program, or BLM.

M5. Morkill.

26

27 MS. MORKILL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I'd like to
2Bank the council for inviting BLM to provide a report. We've
d%ready addressed a few of the items that I wanted to bring to
$6ur attention, that being that the bureau will be filling a
Native liaison position for the State of Alaska, and also that
B2ZM has been assigned the Norton Sound C & T Use Determination
38udy.

34

35 Back to that particular point. I wanted to clarify
Bbhat if the council does encourage the Federal Subsistence
Bdard to pursue the C & T determination in this region at a
B&ster pace than has been designated already, I just want to
3%arify that you'll want to note both the Seward Peninsula and
4He Norton Sound study areas should be looked at at the same

4ime because they have split this region in the two areas. So
4% you just mention Seward Peninsula they might not get the
p3int.

44

45 Another point of interest that BLM will be looking at

46 in regard to the winter habitat use by the western Arctic
édribou herd in the Nulato Hills. As you can see by the map, a
48rge portion of the herd does winter on BLM lands in the
H@lato Hills, and we have started some preliminary proposals to
50
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et on the ground in the summer in areas where caribou have
wintered and take a look at what's happened to the range
8ondition. There's been a lot of concern that the large herd
gize, it's approximately a million animals and having some
bYmpact on winter range and may affect the population and also
may have some affect on some of the reindeer allotments out of
Jhaktoolik and Koyuk, and so we're going to be getting some of
8hose studies. It may be long-term monitoring during the next
Several years.

10

11 That's primarily it for the particular area. This is a
p3int of information. There are two offices that actually
ddminister BLM lands in this area. There's an invisible line
bétween here and Shaktoolik. South of that line is
d8ministered out of our Anchorage office, and then all of the
BBM lands to the north of that are administered out of the
Fdadirbanks office, which is the district that I'm involved in.
I8m not aware of any wildlife related work that's being done by
tBe Anchorage office in the Unalakleet area, but I understand
fhat the fisheries program is quite active in this area on the
PDhalakleet River. And if it comes to pass that we have
8dbsistence management responsibilities for fisheries and
PB3tentially for state selected lands, it has been presented
Béfore the courts, that could significantly increase our
2bvolvement in this region in both fisheries and wildlife.

26

27 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Before we get too far,
M8. Morkill, I'm not sure, seeings how you just mentioned a
B8undary -- an invisible boundary line, and I think the area

Bhat I'm talking about probably follows within the Anchorage
8ffice, but for the record while I was here this last summer
d2ding king salmon subsistence I was pretty disturbed to note
BBat there was a helicopter -- a pretty good-sized helicopter
8erating on the airport here in Unalakleet and I was watching
Bhis thing and it was taking about an hour and a half to two
Béurs for each round trip, and every time he took off here he
B3dd a big sling load of building material. And this went on
£8r days.

39

40 So when I went to Anchorage for the Designated Hunter
Task Force I asked Tom Boyd about it, and asked for a written
#2port as to what exactly BLM was putting and where. He gave
B8 some verbal reassurances that they were just building a
é4bin, and I guess it is somewhere out by 0ld Woman, but I have
¢8t to talk to anybody that knows how big that so-called cabin
46. And if I know -- I know if I built the cabin it would
pr¥obably be no bigger than like 24 by 24, that's what I call a
é8bin. And that's a big cabin as far as cabins go.

49
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1 So I'd like to know what they built, where they built
2t and how much was invested in that particular cabin, because
3 know that from personal experience that those particular
BAelicopters run in the neighborhood of $5,000 an hour, and they
Were spending days on this particular job. So I'd like to know
gome specifics on, number one, who is in charge of that
Building, what the authorization for it is, where they built
8he so-called cabin and the overall size of the finished
Product and what's the rationale for building said cabin in the
hilddle of a wild and scenic river, 1f that's the case.

& .....

12

13 MS. MORKILL: The limited information I have on that,
dd4d I'd be happy to get these specifics for you, is that I
b&lieve that cabin is being built on the Iditarod Trail. The
éptire system of the Iditarod National Historic Trail, whether
1%'s on BLM land or not, the lead agency administering the
t8ail system is the BLM. Both Anchorage and Kobuk district,
bAce it gets on the Seward Peninsula, and I believe that's
8Qpposed to be a safety shelter cabin for use during the
2ditarod, and is also available for public use during other
22mes of the year.

23

24 I can get you information in terms of -- I know in
dbher areas of the state, and I don't want to speak specific to
Phis one, but we do have public use cabins in other portions of
PHe state that are available to anyone for a fee, basically for
?8creational use, and also is available as an emergency shelter
dlring the winter.

30

31 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: My understanding was that there
32ready was a shelter cabin at the 0ld Woman River now.

33

34 MS. MORKILL: I think they might -- it may be that
8hther they selected another site or they upgraded it,
8bviously, quite a bit.

37

38 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Obviously.

39

40 MS. MORKILL: And I .....

41

42 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Could you get me some information

68 how and where the money for that particular cabin was
dppropriated, who authorized the building of that thing and the
é%erall specifics on it?

46

477 MS. MORKILL: I certainly will.

48

49 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: 1I'd appreciate that, because I
50
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dsked for this from Tom in July, and he gave me a verbal
Zeassurance, and then I saw him in August again and he was
getting farther and farther away from this thing, and I'm
detting more and more concerned because he was saying something

dbout a new director and maybe he was in charge of that. So I
don't know, and I'm real curious about it.

7

8 MS. MORKILL: Okay.

9

10 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Because to my way of thinking,

that's not how you keep wild and scenic river wild and scenic,
bY building a cabin of any size on it. And as far as the
tBail, it manages itself. It doesn't need managing, to our way
©% thinking locally. The people that use these trails make
$Bbre that they park them in such a way that they can travel on
those trails in Jjust about any weather for their own safety by
définition. I don't see why, you know, we've gone these
tBousands of years without having an administrator on the
t®ail, and all of a sudden in 1994 BLM decides we need an

d@ministrator on this trail. So I'd appreciate some
2hformation on that.

22

23 MS. MORKILL: Okay. I know that our office, out of our

Réme field office is involved in marking the Iditarod trail
dbhong Norton Sound, but I don't think that's so much for the
26cals who probably know it with their eyes closed, but they
Rdve had some problems, as you know, with some of the Iditarod
28cers in really bad weather getting off the trail, and so
d8ing some extensive work with some tripod markings along the
B8aches there. So it's probably more for the outside people
@bming that don't know where they're going.

32

33 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you.

34

35 MS. MORKILL: Sure.

36

37 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Back to the matter at hand.

BBease refresh my memory on the Native liaison. Do we have any
F8ea when this person will be hired?

40

41 MS. MORKILL: Just in general, I think it's going to be
édrly next year. I don't have any specifics on that.

43

44 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: And who is going to be doing the
Abring?

46

47 MS. MORKILL: I believe I'm not sure if our state

d8rector will be involved in that, but I suppose he'll have
48me input, but the fact that that position will actually be
50
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dnswering to a coordinator in Mexico who is then answering to
£he director in Washington, D.C., I imagine it will be handled
3dut of the Washington office.

4

5 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: I'm sure that when we get into the
6 & T determination process that we would like to express our
Zoncern that the present C & T determinations on the regulation
Book are -- do not reflect local C & Ts, customs and
Braditions, and that we would like to see the updated as soon
48 possible, especially in the case of the muskox and for the
fact that the state is in the process of putting before the
B2ard of Game a proposal for hunting which includes subsistence
43 an option. So we would be willing to work with BLM because
they do have jurisdiction over the Eastern Norton Sound. If we
t&dn go ahead and speed the process up for this area, we'd be
hére than willing to work with you folks on that.

17

18 MS. MORKILL: Okay. 1In addition to your expressing
tBat to the Federal Subsistence Board, I'll take it back to our
3aff Committee member Tom Boyd and let him know, you know, the
2buncil's concerns. Hopefully he can provide some
2Rcouragement to the board to speed that process up.

23

24 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. Madame Coordinator, could
@8 have a letter drafted to the Federal Subsistence Board
2égarding not only muskox C & Ts but also C & Ts for all
8Pecies in the Game Management Unit 22, and I'll consult with
¥8u on that till we get the language .....

29

30 MS. ARMSTRONG: Okay.

31

32 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... that we are most satisfied

®#3th. Any questions or comments for Ms. Morkill?
34

35 MR. SEETOT: Mr. Chairman.

36

37 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Seetot.

38

39 MR. SEETOT: I notice that, you know, there are some
Blocks of land within (indiscernible). Can you clarify the
plrpose of those lands there?

42

43 MS. MORKILL: Well, basically the BLM has kind of

g4tten what's left over over the last 14 years of land
g§6lections since ANILCA was passed in 1980. Prior to 1980 BLM
d6d have jurisdiction over a much broader portion of the land
471 Alaska. As a matter of fact prior to statehood since the
WwBole process of state selections and Native selections have
é68curred those blocks of lands have kind of been left out.
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Those were lands that were not selected by the state and not
8elected by the Natives, so it isn't so much that BLM
Barticularly chose those lands for any particular purpose, it's
what was left over from any of the Native and state selections
Bhrough the statehood act and ANCSA and what was designated
Gnder ANILCA.

7

8 MR. SEETOT: Well, what is of particular interest 1is
fhe federal government, you know, have these lands, you know,
1 their holdings.

11

12 MS. MORKILL: Right now we don't have any specific
13terests in terms of whether it be fisheries or wildlife
ftésources or mineral resources. We manage for multiple use on
those parcels of land. There are some areas that we have
pérticular interest. For instance the Nulato Hills as caribou

¥inter habitat. We consider some of those lands north of Inlet
B8sin as important wildlife habitat for moose, muskox and
¥8terfowl breeding habitat. We haven't defined those lands for
dfly specific use. They're considered public domain and are
dpben for a variety of public uses; subsistence, recreational.
22

23 I'm not aware specifically on those parcels whether or
A4t we have any federal mining claims but that's another land
A5e that BLM administers. As I said, those are kind of
2é6ftover lands that BLM has been allowed to manage.

27

28 MR. SEETOT: One last question. Are the regulations
26ncerning fish and game consistent, you know, with the state,
$6u know, in the color parts -- like if I hunt moose and then I
8&e some -- knowing at this meeting, you know, that I'm on
f28deral land, all of a sudden I go to state land and have a
B8gulation change, you know, on the taking of wildlife.

34

35 MS. MORKILL: As far as I know I believe the
Bégulations are fairly consistent in this unit between state
3fld federal, and so at least at this point there aren't too
B8ny places where there's a conflict. You know, you'd be
Bnting under state or federal, depending on the land status.
That is an important point though, when you do -- when there
dte inconsistencies it's a problem because none of those lands
4?2e marked, we don't have any boundary signs up, and it's up to
4Be hunter to be aware of where they're located on those lands,
44d that's unfortunate in these remote areas because those
dhnes really are not dictated by any river or mountain top or
46ee line, it's just basically based on sections and townships.
47

48 MR. SEETOT: So it would be up to us to decide whether
w8're sports hunters or subsistence hunters?
50
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1

2 MR. MORKILL: I guess depending on where you're
8tanding in terms of not so much sport versus subsistence but
whether or not you're on state of federal regulations.

5

6 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Do you mean that land is actually
flot goldenrod color? Just in Jjest.

8

9 MS. MORKILL: That's right.

10

11 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Any other questions or comments
f3r Ms. Morkill?

13

14 MR. SEETOT: Well, I suppose we'll be seeing you soon.
15

16 MS. MORKILL: That's right.

17

18 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Katchatag.

19

20 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: There's a place up there that I
Rave some concern for for quite some time. It is known as

FZank Ryan's place, and the cabin has been under restriction by
BBM, according to what I hear, and there has been a person
24ving there, and the only other things that they have is his
8w dogs. The big question is, this cabin was built by

P6ank Ryan and not for the purpose of any government agency or
dfherwise, and he had a real nice garden here, he grew real
280t vegetables and now there is no upkeep of that, even the
£8nce is leaning out in the bank (ph). I'd like to know what's
BHe reason behind this because the family is saying that BLM
Béstricted them from using that cabin, and that person has been
BHBere for several years without any sign of maintenance or
d8ything in that, which is a shame, as far as I'm concerned.
Bhat I'd like to do is get a public hearing here in Unalakleet
whth the people that are -- what do you call them -- family
Bémbers of Frank Ryan which should be there. They should have
83 restriction whatsoever to the place, with them and the BLM,
38d give us a reason why this has happened. I'd like to see
BRat.

40

41 MS. MORKILL: Thank you. Mr. Katchatag, I'm unaware of
4Ris particular situation mostly because it's probably handled
48t of our Anchorage office, and I've taken some notes and I
w41l forward this to our Anchorage office. One explanation of
#any is that if this particular cabin is not located on Native
dblotment, if it's in fact on public land and the family did
Adt obtain a permit or a lease, then that cabin is considered
Bbg BLM policy in trespass. And so -- but without knowing that,
49's hard to say what the situation is, if it's an allotment or
50
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hot, 1f it's in fact on public land, if it's within the wild
dnd scenic corridor then it may have something to do with it.
Bhe fact that somebody else is living there, I have no idea,
But I will for sure pass this along to Anchorage district.

5

6 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yes. My understanding of the
gituation is that the person living there was put there by BLM
8s a caretaker.

9

10 MS. MORKILL: 1I've never heard of that particular
program actually, so .....

12

13 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: It was always our understanding
hére in Unalakleet that Mr. Ryan -- Mr. Frank Ryan, he was our

pbstmaster here in Unalakleet for many, many years, and a well
téspected elder here in town, and it was always our
hfiderstanding that he had applied for a Native allotment for
tBat. That was always our acceptance of his position up there
b8cause he built one of the first cabins on that river that was
Phere permanently year round. So it was of a real dismay to
2¥erybody when the BLM came in and said either he didn't file
B2s allotment or it got lost in the bureaucracy, but they told
B3s descendants that this is BLM property, but if I remember
2érrectly, 1t even precedes statehood, that particular house.
36 by definition, you know, it precedes anybody. So I would
dppreciate some research into that and if I get a report on it
£¥om you, I would definitely forward it to the people here in
DBalakleet. I would appreciate a report to the people of
DfRalakleet, if possible.

30

31 MS. MORKILL: So I will .....

32

33 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: To the Native people of
Bdalakleet, I guess.

35

36 MS. MORKILL: So, would you like me to have Anchorage
Béspond to yourself then?

38

39 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Both to the council and to the
Hative .....

41

42 MS. MORKILL: Okay.

43

44 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... Village of Unalakleet.
45

46 MS. MORKILL: Okay.

47

48 MR. BARR: Where is this located at again?

49
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1 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: 1It's up here on the Unalakleet
River. I can just about point it out. This is Rocky River
Bere, it's just about right about here.

4

5 MS. MORKILL: Okay, it's on this -- just on the
Bnalakleet, just above Serosky (ph)?

7

8 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: 1It's on the mainstay of Unalakleet
Biver.

10

11 MR. DEGNAN: Mr. Chairman, there's another parcel of

1and that's in dispute also. It's the Bahr family --
N3ck Bahr.

%é CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Oh, yeah.

%g MR. DEGNAN: And that is in similar status.

%g CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: All right.

gg MR. DEGNAN: There's a dispute on interpretations of

238nd usage there. As far as I remember the Bahr family claims
PBat is theirs.

24

25 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: For the record, he's telling about
£he mink farm, that's what we call it down here. It was
@¥iginally set up by which Bahr -- 0Ole?

28

29 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: It was originally built by his

f@ther or a man named Freddy LaBelle who started the mink farm
g there. Way back in the early '30s. I was just a small boy
B8Ben, but I remember it. Mr. Chairman.

33

34 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Katchatag.

35

36 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: Before you go back to
3indiscernible), I'd like to just make another comment on this
B8ank Ryan's place. This to me is historical site, and

d8cording to some laws you have a post there that's supposed to
B8 approved that you have used the place, and the afterborn
étganizations are called afterborn now organizations should not

dAdermine this historic site. To me this is not right because
#Bat was one of the basic places where Mr. Ryan made and
pfdepared -- built the house and prepared for his retirement and

dbter his retirement from the post office after years and years
é6 work that's where he retired, and that's where he was with
Bis wife. ©Now his wife, whom he left, is still living, can't
é%en live there. To me that's not right. Thank you.

49
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1 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Katchatag.

2

3 MS. MORKILL: How do you spell Mr. Bahr's name?

4

5 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: The last name is spelled B-a-h-r.
6

7 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: No, -- oh, Ben?

8

9 MS. MORKILL: No.

10

11 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yes, B-a-h-r.

12

13 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Bill Bahr?

14

15 MR. OTTON: They were Laplanders.

16

17 MR. MORKILL: A different Bahr.

18

19 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yeah, they're descendants of the
P8planders that came over with reindeer.

21

22 MR. KATCHEAK: His first name was Ole Bahr.

23

24 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: And the current descendants here
Abw are Erwin and Lester Bahr, who are -- and they're the sons
@6 Clement Bahr of -- what was his relation to Ole?

27

28 MR. KATCHEAK: Clement Bahr was the sone of Ole Bahr.
29

30 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay, so they're the grandchildren

3% Ole Bahr, and they're having a dispute with BLM over that
Particular piece of land, and that's another one that's been
BBere forever. So it's not fair that BLM can end up with
834mething that belongs to the customs and traditions of the
36cal people. Both of them have been there since I was growing
3p, and the Ryan place was always a place that's about halfway
B¥om here to where my Dad and I spend time on the river. So
38, -- you know, it was always a custom and tradition to stop
38 at the Ryans up and down, 'cause generally it's in the
gPring or the fall, and in the fall it's always cold traveling,
§d you're always glad to have some place warm to have some
édffee.

43

44 So I would like both of these looked into and see if we
é&n't resolve this for the benefit of those people that are
déserving. I would be remiss in my duties if I did not bring
4His to your attention. So, having said that, let's take about
4810-minute break and refresh ourselves. Again, we have soda
48 a courtesy of Mr. Degnan.
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1

2 (Off record)

3 (On record)

4

5 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: 1I'll call the meeting back to
6rder

7

8 And for the record regarding the Migratory Bird Treaty

Bct, I got a handout while we were on the break. Nationally,
18 1994, there were 7 million geese, 71 million ducks,
11245,000 duck stamps, 1,145,049 adult hunters, 6,336,015 ducks
hdrvested, 1,500,649 geese harvested. That's nationwide.

13

14 Alaska, in the spring, there were 4,932,300 breeding
dbcks, there were 10 million plus in the fall flight, over half
domillion geese of five species and 10 sub-species nesting in
AJaska, 62,522 ducks harvested in the sports harvest, 5,650
&8ese, 10,800 duck stamps sold, 9,719 sports hunters, 7,700
¢9timated bird subsistence hunters statewide, 360,000 bird
8Qbsistence harvests, and approximately 161,000 of that are
Pdaken in the spring and summer.

22

23 Subsistence harvest of ducks is 2.6% of the total North
Bherican harvest, and goose harvest is approximately 3% of the
£26tal North American harvest.

26

27 Alaska regional information. Major production areas in
RRaska include the YK Delta, about 900,000 young or more than
20% of the total production statewide; Bristol Bay lowlands,
30% or more; Yukon Flats, 10%; followed by the Koyuk Basin.

Bhe YK Delta is by far and away the major production area for
G2ese than any other water group of birds.

33

34 Subsistence harvest in Alaska. YK Delta, 91,220 birds;
Bpper Yukon, Koyokuk, Lower Tanana, 60,873 birds; Seward
Béninsula, Norton Sound, 41,225; Alaska Peninsula, 60,535;
B¥ctic Slope, 16,596; and Northwest Arctic, 13,178.

38

39 Any questions regarding the statistics just presented?
40f not, they are in the record. As part of our council's
éfforts to accommodate public testimony, at this time I would
42ke to open the floor to Mr. Steve Ivanoff, here in
Yhalakleet.

44

45 MR. IVANOFF: Right here.

46

477 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: You can sit over here. Please
g48ate your name for the record and who you are.

49
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1 MR. IVANOFF: I'm Steve Ivanoff, I'm born in

3t. Michael, raised here in Unalakleet. 1I've been a
Subsistence user all my life. One of the concerns that I have
4s the bag limits that are being discussed, and I myself would
bppose any source of bag limit because -- for a couple of
feasons; one being that we have a lot of elders and disabled
People that we go out and hunt for. They grew up on the food
8hat we harvest and since they are unable to do that we do it
for them. They're not accustomed to living off of beef and
thicken their whole life. They enjoy the customary foods that
¥é& can harvest and with bag limits there are problems with
hidimbers of families. Some families have 15 members, some
fdmilies have one member. You put a bag limit on that and a
fdmily with a large number of provider for many people won't be
jtostified. The other reason is the migratory patterns, this
d6e doesn't have -- it doesn't have the sources for -- to have
birds year round and/or caribou or other big game, but it's
h8re of a migratory path, and patterns change from year to
¥8ar. And last year we -- last year we were fortunate to
R@rvest some geese, and the cranes had missed us. This year
Phe geese missed us completely and the cranes hit us, so you
22uld have caps on each species. And for use we've been
d3customed to harvest what's available. And like I said, we're
fértunate enough to get a few crane this year, and almost half
25 that went to people unable to harvest some of those.

26

27 Caribou, like geese, is migratory. We don't -- they're
#8t here year round, and it kind of goes with the moose.
38metimes you're not fortunate enough to get moose so you have
86 get more caribou, and that's, you know, where I see problems
®#lth setting caps or bag limits on the animal.

32

33 And I think those were the concerns that I had.

34

35 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Ivanoff, we do have forms

d%ailable. They're called regulatory change proposals. If you
wduld like to see some regulations that are in effect changed,
$8u can get a proposal form and fill it out and we'll be
d@aling with those in the last half of the meeting.

40

41 MR. IVANOFF: Okay. Thank you.

j% CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Are there any questions for

M#. Ivanoff? Comments? Thank you, Mr. Ivanoff.

32 MR. IVANOFF: Thank you. Thanks for your time.

2; CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: And let me please inform you also,

88eve, that a little later on in our agenda we will be dealing
50
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#ith our report on the Designated Hunter Task Force which I
ook part in over the summer, and basically this speaks to the
3ssue which you brought up regarding hunting for elders and
disabled, and you might want to see what that has to say.
Phank you, Mr. Ivanoff.

6

7 Moving on to item E. we now hit the proposals. Let's
8ake about a 20-minute break to make sure that any of the
@ouncil members that wish to make some proposals, change
p@oposals, they have time to do so, and we will consider them

1h 20 minutes. So let's take about a 20-minute recess.

12

13 (Off record)

14 (On record)

15

16 We'll take about 10 minutes to think about that and
tHen the coordinator has informed me of a method by which we
t8n speed up the process. The deadline for submission of these

t8gulation change proposals is the 11th of November, so we have
a0good two-week period in which to get these in for
gbnsideration by the Federal Subsistence Board. The
22gulations which we seek to change, Steve, are the ones found
B8re in the Subsistence Management Regulations for Harvest of
Pdsh & Wildlife on Federal Public Lands in Alaska. And they do
R&ve it broken down by Game Management Units, which is Game
Ménagement Unit 22, starting on page 121. So you can see by
e map on the wall, Unalakleet is one of the communities that
28 heavily impacted by this program, along with Shaktoolik and
R8yuk, and also Shishmaref because the colored lands on that
B8p are federal public lands in Alaska. And the white lands
3dte state or private lands. $So as you can see, the regulations
BHat are in effect in this booklet apply to the green -- I mean
83 the colored lands on that map.

34

35 And one of the things that we had spoken to earlier in
36r deliberations is the fact that there is no customary and
B¥aditional use determinations for most of the resources in
BBis area, which does not reflect customs and traditions of our
Béople. So you might want to make some comments to that in
¢6ur change proposal. And it also speaks to the concern that
gbu brought up regarding bag limits that customarily and
#2aditionally we do not hunt on the basis of bag limits, on the

B38sis of how much you can carry back. In other words, if you
B4d a sled that can hold seven caribou, you don't say, well,
#6gulations say I can only get five. You say, well, I have
éépacity to take seven and you try to make the best use of your
éduipment. So that, again, speaks to your concern about bag
48mits.

49
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1 There was a proposal in the Northwest Arctic, was it,
@r the North Slope?

3

4 MS. ARMSTRONG: North Slope and Northwest Arctic.

5

6 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: There was a proposal there to

¢hange the bag limit on caribou, was it from five to .....

8

9 MS. ARMSTRONG: Excuse me. Five to 10 on North Slope,
afid then 5 to 15 on the Northwest Arctic, and at first they
tdlked about not limiting the caribou on the North Slope, but
$2eve Kovach has the reason why he mentioned to say why the

bB8ard would not accept a -- the not limited reason. Would you
$8ate that here, Steve?

15

16 MR. KOVACH: 1I'll try to remember what the heck I said
tHree weeks ago here. The .....

18

19 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Kovach, would you state your
A@me and occupation for the record?

21

22 MR. KOVACH: Sure. My name is Steve Kovach; again, I'm

£Be senior biologist in the Subsistence Office for US Fish &
Widldlife. At the meeting of the North Slope Council in the
Bé&ginning of October when we got into the section on proposals
dad we got talking about caribou and many people were saying
PHat five per day, which is what the bag limit was for 26(4),
a8d it happens to be the same for 22 (A) and (B) here, was
28sufficient, especially for those hunters who were hunting for
80derly or widows or people like that. There was quite a bit
3% discussion as far as what would be an appropriate bag limit.
32Zhere was some —-- the chair queried as to whether it would be
dppropriate to submit a proposal for a no bag limit. And what
®é¢ talked about was some of the proposals that have gone before
Bhe Federal Board historically in the last three year -- in the
B6rst three years of the program, and that there was a number
8% proposals for no bag limit. But that one of the
B8strictions the Federal Board works under is that all
B8gulations they pass with regards to seasons and bags must
ébnform to recognized principles of wildlife management.

That's one of the legal restrictions the board has to work
w2th.

43

44 And one of the principles of wildlife management is
§6tting of bag limits to insure that the minority of hunters
who would take advantage of such a situation cannot recognize
4Hat the majority of hunters are reasonable and realistic and
é8ly take what they can deal with. But there is a minority of
p8ople who could abuse the system and take advantage of it.

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572 272-7515
Fax 274-8982

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



187

1

2 Historically the board has never adopted a no bag
Bimit, so based upon that the North Slope Council settled on a
40-caribou per day bag limit. That seemed to be a consensus of
bpinion as to what their hunters could reasonably take care of
6n one day. I cautioned them that whenever setting a higher
daily bag limit like that to be sure to include information
8bout what the hunters can typically take care of in a day,
Baking -- alleviating concerns for wanton waste of meat and so
of. It's very easy to knock down a bunch of animals, but, as
ydbu know, you need to get the animals cleaned out and get the
h2at cooled down so it doesn't spoil on you, no matter what the
b8tside temperatures are, 'cause as you know, the hide can trap
d4lot of heat in and whatnot.

15

16 So that was the main -- I was cautioning them on some
t@dncerns that the board historically has had and how to make
$8re to go and alleviate those concerns.

19

20 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Any questions for Mr. Kovach?
Zhank you, Mr. Kovach. As I was mentioning earlier,

Bdrb Armstrong, our coordinator, has informed me that the
d8adline for regulation change proposals is the 11th of

@étober .....

25

26 MS. ARMSTRONG: November.

27

28 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... the 11th of November, I'm

868rry. And so what we'd like to do at this time is to go ahead
3d open the Subsistence Management Regulations which are
8ffective July 1, 1994 to June 30, 1995, open it up to page 121
BBrough 126, 125, and -- oh, I take that back. There is no
B3p. Did you notice that, Barb? Why is there no map?

34

35 MR. KOVACH: 1It's on 116.
36
37 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: 116, okay. For the record, let

BBe record show that the map for Unit 22 is on page 116 in the
B9ddle of Unit 21, and that in the future we would appreciate
48 if the map for Unit 22 is next to the regulations for

ghit 22.

42

43 As you can see, Unit 22 is broken into the following
d#eas: Unit 22 (A) going from the river just this side of
Ebtlik; Unit 22 (A) consists of Norton Sound drainages from, but
égcluding, the Pastolik River drainage to, and including the
Uiigalik River drainage, and Stuart and Besboro Islands.

48

49 Unit 22 (B) consists of Norton Sound drainages from, but
50
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éxcluding, the Ungalik River drainage to, and including, the
Zopkok Creek drainage.

3

4 Unit 22(C) consists of Norton Sound and Bering Sea
8rainages from, but excluding, the Topkok Creek drainages to,
énd including, the Tisuk River drainage, and King and Sledge
Islands.

8

9 Unit 22 (D) consists of that portion of Unit 22 draining
1fito the Bering Sea north of, but not including, the Tisuk
River to and including Cape York, and St. Lawrence Island.

12

13 Unit 22 (E) consists of Bering Sea, Bering Strait,
CAukchi Sea, and Kotzebue Sound drainages from Cape York to,
bot excluding, the Goodhope River drainage, and including
Léttle Diomede Island and Fairway Rock.

17

18 Any question considering the Game Management Units
1fiside our Unit 22? And on the map -- we have a bigger map of
pait 22.

21

22 Looking on page 121 you can see that there are special

BBovisions for Unit 22. A firearm may be used to take beaver
@wdth a trapping license in Unit 22 during the established
88asons.

26

27 Snowmachines may be used to take caribou and moose in
PAit 22 during established seasons; however, shooting from a
8Aowmachine in motion is prohibited.

30

31 Those residents listed under Customary and Traditional
B8e Determination are the gqualified subsistence users.

33

34 No determination indicates open to all rural Alaska
B&sidents.

36

37 No subsistence indicates no priority for subsistence
d8e.

39

40 National Parks, Monuments and Preserves are open only
#d Park Service qualified subsistence users. Subsistence users

#idlst be local rural residents of National Park Service areas.
B3r more information contact the National Park Service office
44 Anchorage, Alaska, telephone 907/257-2646.

45

46 And on the following -- on the bottom of 121, on pages
422 to the middle of 123 we have the hunting regulations,
Bb8ginning with black bear. Under Customary and Traditional Use
49 says "No determination." One part of the regulation that I
50
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#would like to see changed, so we'll make a note we need a
hange Proposal on Black Bear, and if that's the wish of the
douncil.

4

5 I would entertain a motion to have the Customary and
Braditional Use Determination for Black Bear changed.

7

8 MR. KNAUER: Mr. Chairman.

9

10 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Knauer.

11

12 MR. KNAUER: I think it's important to remember that

ddring this process we're currently working on proposals and
thanges to Subpart D, which is not, for the most part,
Chstomary and Traditional Use Determinations. There is one
péint area where the board may entertain a change. I don't
kiow whether they will or not, and that relates to muskox
b8cause of the unusual circumstances dealing with it. But all
8 the other areas relating to C & T changes will not be
26nsidered by the board during this process. And so I just
wanted to let you know that so you can utilize your time on
2dentifying other areas. That's not to say that things such as
2Bat won't be dealt with during the regular C & T process.

ZAank you.
25
26 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Knauer. For the

?2&cord, instead of going specie by specie on Customary and
Z28aditional Use Determination I'd ask the council to make a
m8tion that for the record, number one, we are not satisfied
glth the C & T determinations that are on the books; and,
Ahmber two, that we see it as an urgent need that we get a C &
B2process initiated for these species within our Game
B38nagement Unit. And I would entertain such a motion for all
S3pecies listed.

35

36 MR. BARR: To do what, Mr. Chairman?

37

38 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Barr, the motion I am

8fAtertaining would be a motion by the council requesting a
é(stomary and traditional use determination for all species
4isted under the hunting and trapping regulations.

42

43 MR. BARR: I so move.

ié CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion on the floor.
35 MR. OTTON: Second.

ig CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Seconded. Discussion?
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1

2 MR. SEETOT: Question.

3

4 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Question's been called. All those
5n favor of the motion, signify by saying aye.

6

7 IN UNISON: Aye.

8

9 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay. (No
bdPposing responses) Motion passes unanimously.

11

12 We now move on to Subpart D Regulations, which, correct

&8 if I'm wrong, deal with the harvest limits and seasons, the
bAg limits and seasons; is that correct?

15

16 MR. KNAUER: Yes, sir.

17

18 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: So we're dealing with those things

t® the right of the vertical line under the species under the
Hinting and the Trapping heading.

21

22 Are there any change proposals on black bear harvest
23mits or season?

24

25 MR. LOCKWOOD: Mr. Chairman.

26

27 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Lockwood. It would be good to
Rfiow what this wording here, black bear, no determination,
PBree bears. Does that mean each hunter is allowed three bear?
30

31 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: That's correct.

32

33 MR. LOCKWOOD: That's all I wanted to know.

34

35 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: The "no determination" part means

Bbhat there has not been a customary and traditional use
détermination made for this specie within the Game Management
BAit and as a result it is open to all rural Alaskan residents.
39

40 MR. LOCKWOOD: No subsistence purpose.

41

42 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: No subsistence purpose. Is that
A3t correct, Mr. Knauer?

44

45 MR. KNAUER: There is a subsistence preference for
#6ral Alaskans but not -- not for individuals within the unit.
47

48 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. Mr. Otton.

49
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1 MR. OTTON: I know probably Mr. Adkisson can answer
£his question. On Special Provisions in Game Unit 22 it talks
dbout National Parks Monuments and Preserves are open only to
Park Service qualified subsistence users, and subsistence users
bust be local rural residents of National Park Service areas.
Bnd for more information contact the office in Anchorage.

7

8 How can I interpret what it says here? Does that mean
%ike if there is say muskox around Shishmaref in the National
P@rks Service area, then only muskox would be open, but it
#%duld be depending on if muskox has a customary and traditional
tdting or what? How do I interpret that?

13
14 MR. ADKISSON: My name is Ken Adkisson, with the
N&tional Park Service in Nome. In response to that question,

Réy, it's kind of for us in the National Preserves, it's kind
0% a complicated process, and it's one that hasn't been
tBoroughly worked out yet. Part of that is the preserves are
18 kind of limbo kind of regulatory-wise. National Parks and
Mbnuments are generally closed to sport hunting and
Abn-subsistence hunting activities completely, and there
BAnting is generally either by resident zone/residents within a
28ne or identified communities whereby a roster or permit
g¢stem.

25

26 At the time that Congress was putting together and the
@dvernment was putting together the regulations for subsistence
d8tivities because the preserves were open to both sport and
88bsistence harvest under state law people felt additional
B8gulations weren't required for the preserves. What we have
Bdw 1s an interpretation of what's local and that's -- that's
B2ally sort of iffy. If you look in the reg books and the
8Risting things, generally that's interpreted to mean if you're
d4resident of 22 -- of GMU 22, that makes you a local resident
86r the purposes of hunting within GMU 22. And there are a
86uple exceptions to that. Wolves as being one of the prime
Bdticeable ones, but that's a holdover from earlier state
dé8terminations.

39

40 MR. OTTON: So the way it sounds like, anybody from --
gtarting from Stebbins, St. Michaels, all the way up to
gRhishmaref can all go flock to Shishmaref, whenever they get a
éBance at the five permits at 22(E). Most of the -- looks like
22 (E) is in -- more of half of it is in the National Parks
g&rvice hands.

46

47 MR. ADKISSON: That's a good question. I will say
#8ght now that will probably be a valid interpretation unless
48's limited in the future to some mechanism.
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1

2 MR. OTTON: I kind of think this should be addressed
Somewhere down the line, probably sooner or later, you know,
dlthough as it is written, you know, local rural residents,
boy, I don't consider myself being a local rural resident of
B2 (E), you know. Maybe that's why they they've got all these
Boundaries. Why shouldn't we just be 22 without no
Bubdivisions if, you know, we're going to deal with this local
Pural residents as it is written here? It should be just rural
t8sidents of 22, you know. It seems like somebody has got to
dd a lot more interpretation of what is written here as, you
kRAow, these special provisions.

13
14 MR. ADKISSON: Again, earlier on people felt there was
016 need to do that. There is current thinking in the National

Pérk Service that the kind of eligibility requirements that
tlirrently are applied to National Parks and Monuments should,
tBrough additional rulemaking, be applied to National
PPeserves. That has some benefits but it also has some
dftawbacks. You know, in one way this -- having things more
2bose works to your advantage until the competition demand
28vel builds up to the point where you've got to start
?28stricting people back.

24

25 I think it's quite appropriate that this group begins
26 think about what would constitute an eligible local user
Bécause that's coming down the road, and, you know, it may come
88oner than later if we have to face that issue with say
RAfiskoxen. And my own feeling is personally I think there are a
BOmber of ways to go with it. I think if you look at a lot of
Bhe information that's available you can develop kind of
BZaditional use areas, and I would like to see it go back
88entually to something like to the tribal governments to
détermine within those areas who a bona fide user is and get
Bhe government out of allocation issues 1like that. But that's
A6t exactly a widely accepted idea, and I think it's going to
B8dke a long way to get down -- get to there. But we're going
88 have to face that question of who is a local eligible user.
39

40 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Adkisson, while you're there,
Please interpret to me how this -- what this means to you,
6Ray, and then I'll tell you what it means to me. "Subsistence
d48ers must be local rural residents of National Park Service
d#eas." Now what's the difference between a National Park and
45National Park Service area?

46

47 MR. ADKISSON: That's something that the Park Service

B8s insisted in putting in with their regs, and it hasn't been
éBallenged, and I don't know how well it would stand-up.
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572 272-7515
Fax 274-8982

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



193

1

2 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Does that mean you'd have to live
within the National Park to be considered a local rural
#esident? That was my first question.

5

6 MR. ADKISSON: That means under the Federal Regulations
Basically means that you have to live within the boundaries of
8he park or in a community near the park that's been identified
#ithin a resident zone, or for our purpose, you know, it's
ifiterpreted so loosely it's to mean that if you live within

GMU 22, which is exactly the situation that Roy and I were
talking about a moment ago.

13

14 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: So the entire GMU 1s considered a

N&tional Park Service area?

16

17 MR. OTTON: No, for use.

18

19 MR. ADKISSON: No, only for local use currently of the

PArk Service area itself.

21

22 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: That brings the next question. We
88e the area marked in blue is the National Park Service. What
dées that say, A lands -- Administered lands? We know that

R&tional Park areas is marked. Do we have any monuments and
Pb6eserves in this area?

27

28 MR. ADKISSON: We have the National Preserve Bering
28nd Bridge National Preserve.

30

31 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: That's a preserve?

32

33 MR. ADKISSON: That's right. There are no parks and
Bénuments on the Seward Peninsula.

35

36 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: No parks and monuments.

37

38 MR. ADKISSON: The nearest park would be up in the
B8tzebue area.

40

41 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay.

42

43 MR. ADKISSON: And monument.

44

45 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: So both sport and subsistence
A6nting up there are allowed on the preserve?

47

48 MR. ADKISSON: Under state law. And subsistence
Aw .....
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% MR. KNAUER: And Federal law .....

2 MR. ADKISSON: ..... under Federal law.

Z MR. KNAUER: Yeah, and sport hunting is also allowed
#inder Federal law —-- preserves.

g MR. ADKISSON: Only by adoption and, you know,

@é8sentially assimilation of, you know, federal season and bag
limits.

12

13 MR. KNAUER: 36. The Bureau of Regulations provide
fér.

15

16 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Who is right?

17

18 MR. ADKISSON: ANILCA basically just says that sport
h@nting shall be allowed to continue on the preserves according
26 state rules and regulations. And that .....

21

22 MR. OTTON: If you .....

23

24 MR. ADKISSON: And if you want to carry that down to
Zhtle 36, it's probably correct, but the seasons and bag limits
d6e determined by -- you know, by the State Board of Game.

27

28 MR. OTTON: 1If the National Park Service is under the

2f@risdiction of the Department of Interior out of our federal
gbvernment do they have to abide by what the state rules or
Bégulations state concerning sports hunting in National
BZeserves? I mean who is bigger, you know, who is more up on
BBe totem pole?

34

35 MR. ADKISSON: ©No, we can further eliminate --
Bésically we have to work within the framework of what the
3%ate provides, to a certain extent, but if for some reason we
d8nclude that, for example, there's adverse impact on the
3@bsistence harvest, we can thereby limit, restrict or cut out
4he sport hunting. If we conclude that there are safety or
é6ther management issues involv- —-- resource management issues
dAdvolved, we can further limit the state rules and regulations
#8garding sport hunting.

44

45 MR. OTTON: Well, I certainly think the sport of five
B6lls that they're requiring to come out of Game Unit 22 (E),
dflere would be an adverse effect out sports hunters that come
48 from the rest of the unit -- Game Unit 22, and I betcha'
4Bere will be an influx of sports hunters out of Nome that
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#wouldn't mind getting a muskox out of Shishmaref. That kind of
goncerns me, you know.

3

4 MR. ADKISSON: It's a tough call, you know. It
Wouldn't surprise me if you get a good faith effort on the part
6f the state to do something that's not satisfactory, it gets
Picked into the federal system and I think it's going to start
@Working its way through as a result of actions taken here at
Bhis council meeting, and it gets in and gets snarled down, and
%8 don't wind up with anything possibly this season on the
féderal system until we sort it out, because of those very

t2asons. But, you know, you're not going to know until you get
18 started through the system.

14

15 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Any other questions or comments
f6r Mr. Adkisson?

17

18 MR. IVANOFF: Mr. Chairman.

19

20 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Ivanoff.

21

22 MR. IVANOFF: So the yellow area outside of Unalakleet

238 open for state licensed guides; is that correct?

24

25 MR. ADKISSON: Anne might be better off to address
2hat, but that would -- to my knowledge the Bureau of Land
M3@nagement does issue special use permits for commercially
g@ided sport hunting. We're supposed to, too, but we haven't,
28 least for our preserve.

30

31 MR. IVANOFF: I have a problem with that in this area,
BBe moose aren't (indiscernible), and for them to come in and
33 you know, I hunted for a couple of weeks this year and I was
ddable to get a moose, and for a guide that has the resources
86 go out and harvest at will, you know, I don't think that's

36 the best interest of -- so, you know, allowing that to
B3dppen.

38

39 MR. ADKISSON: I don't know. Anne Morkill, the Bureau

6fi Land Management representative, she'll be the best one to
Bring that issue up with so she can carry it back to her people
4% there's a conflict because it's within the scope of the
#8deral agencies to restrict those activities if there's an
ddverse impact on the subsistence user.

45

46 MR. IVANOFF: Then she would be the one to address?
47

48 MR. ADKISSON: That's a good one to start or through

4Be council to go directly to the Federal Board with a
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proposal.

2

3 MR. IVANOFF: I think that would be in the best
dnterests of the Unalakleet subsistence areas and your areas
Scause we've got so much color up in our area to compete
égainst somebody how has a Super Cub, you know. I don't think
fhat's fair for a guy from Germany to come in and get what we
Bhould be putting on our table.

9

10 MR. OTTON: Steve. You've got big game guides hunting
ot of Unalakleet in the unit -- the (indiscernible) drainage-?
12

13 MR. IVANOFF: We see them up there, we don't know if

they're harvesting, but we do see antlers leave, and we have no
18ea what unit they're coming from or where they're coming
f6om, but we have seen them on the river. Mr. Katchatag.

17

18 MR. OTTON: Steve, I happen to know, at least partly,
that the persons that hunt up there use bow and arrow for brown
Béar, and he was guided by Vince Christoffersen.

21

22 MR. IVANOFF: See, that's the problem. We've got so
#B8ch color up there it's our prime moose hunting area and you
P4t any more pressure on there and then -- like I said, I

Ronted for a couple weeks this year and I was unable to get a
Rméose, and that guy has the resources to bring a guy from
@@rmany or wherever to come in and harvest in our unit isn't

28ght. And, you know, maybe -- I don't know if this is proper
B8t I would inflict on the -- if it's possible for the board to
Blrsue the federal -- whoever is —-- whoever needs to be
dddressed on that.

32

33 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: That's a good issue for here

Bécause ANILCA, which is enabling legislation specifies that
S8tibsistence uses will have a priority or a preference, and if
d6ers themselves feel that they are being unduly pressured into
Gding farther and farther back because of trophy sport hunters
BBen I think it's a very valid thing to be brought up before
BBe board.

40

41 MR. BARR: Mr. Chairman, who is the guides here? Are
#Here any guides in Unalakleet or .....

43

44 MR. IVANOFF: Yeah, there is. There's one that lives
Bére, he's not from here, but Batch Kirskolski (ph), and he has
dbother -- he has another partner that doesn't live here, but
A& brings his Super Cub up here also and they so some hunting
w8th that. I'm trying to think of his name. Mark -- is it
Mark?
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MR. OTTON: Nat Heitman (ph)?
MR. IVANOFF: No, no, no, no, no. Anyway, .....

MR. OTTON: (Indiscernible), I think. Mark Hansen?

OJoyurdbd WN

MR. IVANOFF: ©No. I can't think of his name, but this
9indiscernible), they both use Super Cubs right out of
Ufalakleet here. And, you know, they're getting to federal
land. We know they're getting through federal land with
hAauthorized easements through the corporation land, but we
d3dn't have the resources through the corporation to enforce
that, and if we can get some kind of assistance from the
féderal side saying that, you know, you're not allowed to do
that, that would help our part.

17

18 MR. OTTON: I don't know, Steve is gone, he stepped
d@t. He gave me a list of big game guides that hunt out of the
RByuk area. There's one, our good friend Keith Koontz (ph),

Bé's got a camp, Camp Hagan at the head of Koyuk River, and
d2so we've got one based out of Koyuk, and, you know, they're
R3tive at least, (indiscernible) like two breeding bulls out of
d4r Koyuk River drainage. I know Steve, he said there's
dhother one that flew out of Unalakleet, a guy, I think by the
Aéme of Willard. You guys ever heard of that guy?

27

28 MR. IVANOFEF: Pardon?

gg MR. OTTON: Willard?

gé MR. IVANOFF: Willard? I haven't heard of him.

gz MR. OTTON: I don't know exactly where he flies to, but

E5know there is three big game guides in this part of our neck
36 the woods.

37

38 MR. IVANOFF: You know, as far as I'm concerned, if
BRey're going to be restricting people, I think they should
éliminate -- if they're going to restrict the system then I
4hink we should totally eliminate sport hunting 'cause most of
4Hese sports fishermen aren't even from America -- most of
4Bese sports hunters aren't even from America, you know, and
#ley're the wealthy people that can afford to come up here for
#wéat. They want to put something on their wall and if you're
46ing to -- on federal land if you're going to choose to let
§@mebody in Germany put antlers on his wall and restrict
§8mebody that could putting food in other people's stomachs,
gOu know, it isn't right.
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1

2 MR. ADKISSON: Mr. Chairman, there's basically three
dvenues to, you know, address that kind of an issue. I won't
4ell you, you know, or recommend which is the best possible
Success, but still there exists three avenues. One, you can
6ook through your state system, like that's where you have some
Ftate and federal laws applying, and you can try to get the
problem addressed through some adjustment in state rules and
Pegulation such as the Noatak use area and things like that
tBat have been enacted. Or you can work through the individual
ddency that has jurisdiction and see if they can get a federal
13w or regulation change, or you can work through the Federal
$3bsistence Board.

14

15 MR. IVANOFF: I see a lot of our -- that prime land --
féderal prime land -- I mean federal land is our prime hunting
&7ounds -- customary hunting grounds.

18

19 MR. OTTON: You know, a couple years ago Alaska Fish &

game out of Nome submitted a proposal after they found out
mbose in the Koyuk River drainage was declining, like to about
@wRat 700, 750, and they said they need to cut back the hunting
£3me because of the decline of our moose, so they made a
RB#oposal to change the date of hunting from August -- they
@wa&nted to change it from August 1 to September 1 and continue
@A to September 31. Well, in my village it's been our practice
£3r our people to catch nothin' but the bulls. You know, we've
B8en practicing that for -- ever since I can remember, and as a
28sult, you know, I guess that's why we let the mommy's live
3fid the daddy's die and, you know, there's always somebody else
Bd make the babies, so, you know, we've always had a rise of
B3ose. Well, the way we looked at it they were trying to cut
Ba8ck the hunting time at the expense of the subsistence hunters
B¢ one month and then they continue on their proposals to keep
38 open to December 31. But we do know the big game guides
8perate both at this time of the year. That's when we're done
Biinting. We only hunt the bulls from August to the first part
388 September when the -- before pre-rut, you know. After the
Bt the meat is no more good, you know, they stink like I don't
¥fiow what. So .....

41

42 MR. IVANOFF: Yeah, I had a family member that got some
#8at from one of the guides here in town that tried eating the
#éose meat that they gave him. You know, they had to disperse
45 they keep the horns and then they disperse the meat, but it
wésn't edible, we ended up throwing it in the trash, you know,

41Zause it was -- it wasn't edible at all.

48

49 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Adkisson. Any
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thange proposals for the reqgulation on black bears, either
Rarvest limits or season?

3

4 MR. IVANOFF: Excuse me, Mr. Chairman. What unit are
$ou working in?

6

7 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We're looking at Unit 22, page
g821.

9

10 MR. IVANOFEF: Is that Unit 22, all of the unit?

11

12 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: This booklet.

13

14 MR. IVANOFF: I was Jjust wondering if that consisted of
A B, C, D and E.

16

17 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The only time that specifies

tBanges, if you look under Harvest Limits under Brown Bear it
38ys Unit 22(C), 1 bear every four years, and then the
28mainder, 1 bear every four years. But the seasons look like
Phey're a little different. If there is no proposal changes
£2r black bear, either harvest limits or seasons, we'll move on
23 brown bear.

24

25 Under Harvest Limits it says Unit 22(C) - 1 bear every
féur regulatory years, with open seasons being September 1 to
@Ztober 31; May 10 to May 25, and the remainder of Unit 22 -1
B8ar every four regulatory years, with a season from September
29to October 31; and April 15 to May 25.

30

31 Are there any proposal changes, regulatory change
BZoposals for brown bear?

33

34 MR. LOCKWOOD: Mr. Chairman.

35

36 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Lockwood.

37

38 MR. LOCKWOOD: I think on this brown bear, the 22(C) 1
B8ar every four years. I think that's big cut. I think that's
460 long. I think I want every year is better because there's

4d many now. There's too many, and then it can be fixed later
4% they're just about all killed out. That's too far apart
4Bere, every four years.

44

45 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Lockwood, are you proposing a
ébange in that regulation on harvest limits?

47

48 MR. LOCKWOOD: I thought -- I would just bring it up

dfyway. I think that's a little too much, every four years.
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1

2 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. The chair would entertain a
Botion to change the harvest limit on brown bear in Game
Management Unit 22, and for the purposes of expedience I will
propose that we change that regulation to be brown bear every

gear, with the same seasons. Do I hear a second?

7

8 MR. BARR: Second the motion.

9

10 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I have a second. Discussion?
11

12 MR. BARR: Question.

13

14 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Question's been called. All those
ih favor of the motion signify by saying aye.

16

17 IN UNISON: Aye.

18

19 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay. (No
Pposing responses) Motion passes unanimously.

21

22 We now move on to caribou.

23

24 MR. KNAUER: Mr. Chairman.

25

26 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Knauer.

27

28 MR. KNAUER: You may want to have on record some
2fstifications beyond what has been .....

30

31 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have been advised by Mr. Knauer

82 US Fish & Wildlife staff that we need to make sure that we
B38ve justification for the change proposals.

34

35 MR. OTTON: Beyond what George just alluded to?

36

37 MR. KNAUER: Yes.

38 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Let's quickly go over some reasons

3% justification. Number one, they are a nuisance in the
gdQ0bsistence camps and cabins along the rivers; number two, they
dte endangering the lives of our berry pickers during that
particular season; number three, there are too many and they
A3ve lost their fear of man.

44

45 Any other justification for the regulation change?

46

47 MR. DEGNAN: They break and enter into cabins.

48

49 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: They break and enter into cabins,
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tear down equipment. Mrs. Katchatag.

2

3 MRS. KATCHATAG: When we .....

4

5 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Could you come up here to the

mike, please? And please state your name for the record and
Your occupation.

8

9 MRS. KATCHATAG: My name 1is Irene Katchatag, and I'm
fom Unalakleet, and I'm a retired high school teacher, and I'm
dlhousewife now. I was going to say something before you

pdssed that a while ago but you didn't see my arm, I didn't
tdise it high enough. But when you try to subsist for good,
ddy fish eating in the month of September you work really hard,
¥6u clean the net -- especially for us old people. We have
d6thritis in our bodies and sometimes we work for nothing.

17

18 One time I watched when it was real moonlight at night
48d I -- because we have fish hanging right by the house, and I
@wltch and watch till going on two o'clock in the morning, I
glless, because I can see everything from the window. And my
Bidsband and my son, they were already sleeping and I had to
2Beck. And the next morning, six or seven of them were gone,
24ght from my house, and you -- and you thought you would have
a5good breakfast in the wintertime. Not only me, my brother
Béd a cabin about a couple three beds (ph) above us, and he
Riing the best silver salmon for himself so he can dry them
28refully and all that. And then he put up 13 real good silver
8281mon, and he has nobody to help him, just himself. He's in
Bfis 70s, and he hung 13 of them. And had it done. But the dog
®as scared of the bears when they came, and she didn't bark,
BBe dog he had at the time. The dog hid out -- go in the boat
38d the fish was hanging close to the house and yet all 13 of
BAem were gone in the morning, and that dog wouldn't come out
Bbom the boat, the dog was still scared. That's working for
géthing.

37

38 And they don't stop there. They check every now and
BBen to see if there's any more, and it's hard on us older
péople to work hard like that. We can't work hard any more in
élr old age, and there should be something done. If I get
#2red of a bear doing like that, I'm going to shoot them, even
4% it's in season or not because they're a nuisance. They even
B#eak our fish rack one time and eat our leftover -- what we
#bhought we would use if we come back. But that grub box fell
when he broke that fish rack we had, and everything was eaten.
4We don't even have milk for morning, we didn't even have
g4Bease for next day, nothing.

49
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1 They're a nuisance, and I won't be afraid to shoot on
@ff-season if they keep coming back to my camp -- to our camp.
3And I'm a good shot. A year ago I shot a caribou, one bullet,
4t dropped, and when it dropped I said, "Oh, it dropped."

Well, I aimed at it and I was surprised. Well, I think I can
6atch a bear if they get too bad. That's all I have to say.

7

8 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mrs. Katchatag, and let
fhe record reflect she's also my mother.

10

11 MR. IVANOFF: Mr. Chairman.

12

13 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Ivanoff.

14

15 MR. IVANOFF: 1If I may, I'd like to make a comment. We
¥ént to be careful that we don't really -- with this in mind we

d@dn't really want anybody to guide hunts into this area to
@B8iminate that problem 'cause it would just instigate more
t®affic on the river, and that's not in our best interests.

20

21 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Point well taken, Mr. Ivanoff, and
28t us remember that these are subsistence regulations and not
£38r sport hunts.

24

25 MR. IVANOFF: Yeah, you know, but we don't want that
ghther.

27

28 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Harry. Ms. Detwiler.
29

30 MS. DETWILER: Yeah, I just wanted to bring up
8dmething that we had talked about earlier, and that is to
B8mind the council that the Federal Subsistence Board is less
E3kely to grant your request if the reason for the request is
84lely predator control. In your rationale you might want to
}bclude something to the effect that customary and traditional
P6actices are to take bear more than once every four years.

37

38 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: For the record, let is put down
BRat customs and traditions of the local residents require that
4hey do take bear opportunistically for whatever value they
#ight be and to also put the fear of God in them, and since
4Here i1s no visible god at the present time that we try to
gd8bstitute the fear of man.

44

45 Any other justification for the increase in the harvest
4émit for brown bear in Game Management Unit 22 from 1 bear
évVery four years to one bear every regulatory year?

M8 . Katchatag.

49
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1 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: Thank you again, Mr. Chairman
adnd the panel. I have -- I'd like to present to you for your
8onsideration not at this time because the time frame is not
#hat long, but I'd like for you to -- for you and the Fish &
Wildlife Service to consider a waiver of regulations and
éstablish a boundary area to populated the areas -- populated
Places because just the last summer or early -- late last
Bummer my son said he saw two bears in two consecutive nights
8rossing right here at the air field. That's getting too
tlose, and while they were looking for the body of my nephew
dhother family saw two big bears just close by up here feeding
®A some dead fish, and they shot to scare them off, and all
tBey did was put their heads up and just kept right on eating

the fish. Their shots -- the rifle shots didn't bother them.
15
16 And I also would like to have you consider maybe in a

dMaller scale to all established swamp sites that if the bear
18 not afraid and is there at the camp site I think they should
b8 allowed to be killed because they're supposed to be wild
Béars anyway, and the only way that we possibly can get 'em
Back to their wild status is to reshuffle the whole
28gulations, kill all of these tame bears. That way we'll
8Bart out again with wild species. This is a comment I'd like
26 make and for you to consider next time, not on this time.
Zhank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

26

277 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Katchatag, you bring up a very
g8od point, and I appreciate that comment. Maybe we can see
86me progress in this regard down the road. If you would like
86 submit a change proposal, there are forms available for that
plirpose.

32

33 For the record let the record show that we have just

Béceived our transcript from our last meeting in Shishmaref.
Bhat is the wish of the council? Do we approve our minutes or
36r transcript as our minutes of the last meeting?

37

38 While you're considering that, for the record -- oops,
®Bere is my coordinator? For the record, I think as a matter
éfi professional courtesy I would move and ask unanimous consent
#tom the council that we send a letter of commendation to our
#3rmer colleague Mr. Leonard Adams of Brevig Mission thanking
B3m for his time, consideration and participation in our
déliberations as a Seward Peninsula Subsistence Regional
¢buncil member and commending him for his service on -- as our
é6lleague on this council. Hearing no objection, so ordered.
Bdrbara and I will deliberate together to get this letter
d8afted to Mr. Adams.

49
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1 What is the wish of the council on the transcript of
dur March meeting?

3

4 (Pause)

5

6 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: What is the wish of the council

Yegarding the transcript of our last meeting? Move and ask
finanimous consent that we accept the transcripts of our last

Beeting as a draft minutes of our last meeting. Is there any
dbjection? Mr. Seetot.

11

12 MR. SEETOT: Yes, Mr. Chairman. Could you give me an

idea, since I wasn't at the last meeting, I would have to
dabstain from accepting or move that this be settled.

15

16 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: You have the right to abstain
$&eing as you were not at that meeting and that you have just
b8en seated at this meeting. I would accept that as your right
t® abstain.

20

21 MR. OTTON: Well, I assume that these are the
zanscripts and we've got our lady over there doing that, it's
BA38re or less word for word what went on in the whole meeting.
2hen somebody make a motion?

25

26 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I moved and asked unanimous
2dnsent that we accept these as a draft minutes of our last
RM8eting, and I was in the process of asking if there are any
@Bjections.

30

31 MR. OTTON: No objections.

32

33 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Hearing none, so ordered. We are

834il1]1 in the process of working on our change proposals. Any
Btirther justification for the change of harvest limits of the
B6own bear from one every four to one every year? Hearing
8dne, we now move on to caribou.

38

39 I'm really at a loss as to why they divided the caribou
4P into the Western Arctic herd and also caribou except the
Western Arctic herd. Correct me if I'm wrong but I'm under the
ddpression that all caribou that migrate to this area are all
p38rt of the Western Arctic caribou herd.

44

45 MR. KOVACH: Mr. Chair, as you will remember, when the
f6deral government assumed the subsistence program in 1990 they
4ist basically took what the state had on their books and
d8opted that and they've been slowly being changed through
49me. The Western Arctic herd, and as you correctly say, 1s a
50
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pPredominant caribou herd, and I believe it's the only caribou
Berd that migrates through this area. However, I do know of
S3ome recent telemetry work that's been done by the state, in
éooperation with the North Slope where they've called it
Shukpuk caribou and central Arctics, and there have been two
éndividuals that I know of, these are females that did show up

@n the Seward Peninsula. I believe there's been long-term
Beports of scattered sightings of other possible caribou into
8reas. That's why that verbiage is in there as the -- what the

F8deral Subsistence Board has directed staff to do is they
$tart going through their C & T re-evaluations and trying to
tdrrect the known errors and things like that as to change --
idstead of identifying specific herds, just saying caribou
¥dthin this area or subarea is how they're going to do it in
the future.

16

17 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. Thank you for the
t8arification, Mr. Kovach. Are there any change proposals for
h8rvest limits or seasons on caribou within Unit 227

20

21 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: Mr. Chairman.

22

23 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Katchatag.

24

25 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: Thank you again, Mr. Chairman.

26'd like to comment on these five caribou per day which is --
@WHich can be reasonable if the caribou are traveling, but I
2Bink i1if the caribou are more or less resting, I think that a
£9ve limit is quite high. What I would like to see is up to
Blve and that they are being dressed or taken care of and taken
Bdme and not be left out in the open, out in the field, that if
d2person 1is ready to get that money he should also be willing
83 bring them home that same day instead of leaving them.

34

35 The reason why I brought this up is I think all of you
Bhow that at times we go out there and there would be some
@fiskinned caribou not even cut here and there. I'm not saying
BHat they were intentionally killed but some may have also been
®#8unded during the process of hunting. That's a concern I have
46 I brought it up. Thank you.

41

42 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Katchatag.

43

44 MR. IVANOFF: Mr. Chairman.

45

46 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Ivanoff.

47

48 MR. IVANOFF: 1If I hear the gentleman's name is -- your
Afme is Steve?
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1

2 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Steve Kovarek (ph) -- Kovach, I'm
Sorry.

4

5 MR. IVANOFF: 1It's my understanding some of the caribou
6s left behind 'cause of uncertain -- with the help of the
Zaribou, and I -- you know, we had some people leave a caribou

Behind because of bad looking liver, and you know they have
Some white spots on there and I had called the reindeer herder
1l Nome and they said that you Jjust have to cook the liver real
ddod, and I know there was some people that left another
tdribou due to sand paper. I don't know if you're familiar
¥3th that, but right underneath the skin is like sandpaper over
the meat, and if you know if that's edible, and I think that's
pé&rt of the problem with Mr. Katchatag's comment there is that
@éducation on the health of the caribou is a problem. You don't
17 you know, if they're there in numbers you don't really want
t8 bring a sick caribou home to feed their family.

19

20 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Kovach, while you're coming up
fhere, you know, this is one of the things that in -- I
R2rsonally have deferred to those with more knowledge than I on
£Be subject, and one of the real long-time caribou hunters from
2Bis area who has been traveling way up to the headwaters of
£2he Shaktoolik and Ungalik Rivers to do caribou hunting before
£2hey migrated down here -- in other words, he's been doing it
£3dr the last 25, 30 years. His perception of the health of the
dfimal is that if they have spots on their liver that this is
définitely not normal and it's definitely not a healthy animal.
3Bnd his recommendation was that if in fact you do shoot a
8aribou and it has that, he said don't mess with it, don't even

B3ther butchering it. He said that you -- if you cut your
f3nger you have it -- you're running a chance of getting it
g$éurself the same. So that's some of the background

Rbformation for you on this. Maybe you can give Mr. Ivanoff an
3hswer.

37

38 MR. KOVACH: Thank you. Without having seen the liver
BRere are several parasites as well as disease processes that
46 cause spotting of the liver. Also if the animal isn't
éleaned immediately, 1f it's allowed to sit for say an hour
B2fore you clean it, a typical post mortem process in the body
43 white spots begin to develop. So if you were lucky enough
44 come across a small bunch of caribou and managed to shoot
£bur or five, it may take you a little while to get to that
46st one. In a normal post mortem process is development of
White spots. As I said, there are some parasites that occupy
4HBe liver that create white spots that are some disease
pPocesses also. So without having seen it I can't tell you
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what happens. I'm not a professional pathologist by training
8o I wouldn't be able to say this is -- what it is for certain,
But I've had enough experience that I can narrow it down pretty
well.

5

6 Typically what -- if you have a parasite in the liver,
it's pretty much contained within the liver, the intestinal
8racks basically is where it is, and it doesn't -- it does not
nfect the meat itself. The condition -- the sandpaper in the
tbnnective tissue between the skin and the muscle I have seen
1h caribou and moose and elk and deer and a wide variety of
l3cations. Unfortunately the exact cause of that condition
&3capes me at the moment so I can't relay that, but it is not a
$érious problem for humans. The recommendation is just to
thean that connective tissue, that kind of clearish material,
whitish material off the muscle tissue before butchering, and
tHen cook the meat as you normally would is perfectly fine
dfter that.

19

20 MR. IVANOFF: So everything underneath that is good --
2he meat underneath that?

22

23 MR. KOVACH: Right. It's a condition within -- you

Rdow, as you begin to skin an animal there's tissue that holds
P2he skin to the meat itself, it's a kind of a lightweight area
méterial, and I wish I could remember what the process is that
23duses that, and I just don't at the moment, unfortunately,
28's been too many years since I've had to do that. But it's
2Q9st a matter -- it's easy enough to peel that material off of
Bhe flesh itself, and then you just thoroughly cook the meat
3hist like you normally would.

32

33 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Does your office have any kind of
FAformational fliers dealing with say, in this case, caribou
dhseases and parasites and how to protect those and their
86fects on humans?

37
38 MR. KOVACH: We do not, but the state has a
pathologist. His name is Dr. Randy Zarnke, in Fairbanks, and

BK8's at the Fish & Game office in Fairbanks there. And I'm
4lire he can be contacted, and I don't know if he has materials
62 not, but I'm sure he'd be able to provide a lot more
d8tailed information than I can.

44

45 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Do you know the spelling of his
46st name?

47

48 MR. KOVACH: Z-a-r-n-k-e, I think. 1If that's not it,
49's awfully close.
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1

2 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: There can't be too many more close
Bo that.

4

5 MR. IVANOFF: If we could somehow educate our people
that would eliminate some of the waste that .....

7

8 MR. KOVACH: Absolutely.

9

10 MR. IVANOFF: ..... seems to .....

11

12 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: That's why I was asking. You

kdow, 1if we could get some of the information and disseminate
14 among the caribou hunting communities it would be a great
hélp.

16

17 MR. KOVACH: 1If you call Randy there in Fairbanks,
h&'11 be more than willing to help people. He's very good
aBbout that.

20

21 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Barb, can we have some research
2A4to Dr. Zarnke?

23

24 MS. ARMSTRONG: What's the name?

25

26 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Dr. Zarnke; Z-a-r-n-k-e. First

Adme Randy. And maybe the Cooperative Extension Service might
R8ve some information.

29

30 MR. KOVACH: Yeah, I just -- I know the comment on

Btr. Katchatag's comments on the bag limit, when the bag limit
828ys five or three or something like that, it's implicit that
38 means up to and whatnot so a hunter doesn't necessarily have

B84 get that many animals. He can catch, you know, five or
Bhree or two or one or whatever he chooses that he can deal
woth at that point in time. So I just -- a point of
8TYarification on that.

38

39 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Kovach. Any change
ploposals on caribou harvest limits or seasons?

41

42 MR. SEETOT: Mr. Chairman, comment.

43

44 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Seetot.

45

46 MR. SEETOT: I notice that 22 (A) and (B) are included
4% (indiscernible) both units. For (C), (D), and (E), I know

#Bat residents from these communities have to travel great
d9stances to hunt caribou after, during or around the
50
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Death Valley area. Are we exempting them from these
Zegulations or proceed (ph) with, you know, residents from
Bhese areas that used to legally, you know, be in compliance
with these regulations?

5

6 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: If you're traveling to Death
Valley area it looks like you're all in state land, so you'd
Bave to comply with state regulations.

9

10 MR. OTTON: So you would become a subsistence hunter
hhder state law?

12

13 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Otton.

14

15 MR. OTTON: I mean a sports hunter, you'd be sport

hénting caribou because if you go to 22(B) it's not allowed,
dZcording to these rules and regulations because only the rural
t8sidents of .....

19

20 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: 22 (A) and (B) .....

21

22 MR. OTTON: Yeah, 22(A) and (B) are allowed to
88bsistence hunt caribou, according to this. So you have to

Bdnt under the state system and be a sports hunter.
25

26 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Adkisson.
27
28 MR. ADKISSON: Okay, under the -- okay, under the past

8Pate system there was no open season on caribou in 22 (C), (D),
3fd (E), and that's been a longstanding situation. So the only
8fen season on caribou within 22 really was —-- were subunits
32) and (B). So technically caribou hunting in (C), (D), and
3B) was illegal. Essentially that was carried over by the
féderal system, it would seem, and when they were doing their C
85T that, again, was carried over, I think, from the old state
8¢stem, and the only people that had a positive determination
B3r the Western Arctic herd were residents in basically 22 (A7)
38d (B), and as it says, 23, 24 and 26(A). So that means if
$6u are a resident of 22(C), (D), or (E), you had no positive
d8termination for the Western Arctic herd. And that situation
gtill prevails today.

42

43 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: So, Mr. Otton's assessment is
#4ght, that if you are in fact a resident of 22(C), (D), or (E)
4hd you travel to 22(B) then you must comply with the state
gport hunt harvest regulations?

47

48 MR. ADKISSON: Right now there basically isn't much of
49problem because there's no real divergence between
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g#ssentially the state resident hunting and the federal
8ubsistence seasons and bag limits. So there really isn't a
Problem so now you can do that. The crunch is going to come if
#he Western Arctic herd crashes sometimes, and what provision
s going to be made for those people living on the bulk of the
Beward Peninsula, let's say, if they begin to cut down and
Festrict different users.

8

9 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yeah, Mr. Barr had alluded to
@8rlier in other discussions that they had asked that the trail
td Serpentine Hot Springs be maintained because they do travel
tRrough that particular drainage to go and hunt the Western

ABctic caribou herd around the Kiwalek area. Is that true,
M#. Barr?

15

16 MR. BARR: Uh-huh (affirmative).

17

18 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: So, you know, .....

19

20 MR. BARR: From Shishmaref is one of them trails.

21

22 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Right. Right, and then there's
d8so one to Serpentine Hot Springs.

24

25 MR. BARR: Right. (Indiscernible)

26

27 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: You know, it might be putting the

28rt before the horse, but I think since they brought it up it
@8uld be a good idea to anticipate the curve and see if we
d8n't do something to accommodate the subsistence users in
32(C), (D), and (E), especially that customarily and
BZaditionally travel farther east to subsist on the Western
BBctic caribou herd.

34

35 MR. ADKISSON: I think there's two problems there,

B6. Chairman, and one is is that, you know, as a matter of a C
87T determination, and hopefully that -- I think that can be
B8medied the next time around when they get to dealing with the
WBole issue of C & T on the Seward Peninsula. I see that as an
dficorrect determination and hopefully that will be fixes. The

Aéxt gquestion 1s whether you could ever hunt caribou in Units
42), (D), and (E), and that basically boils down to the issue
68 are there caribou and would anybody ever open the season on
#Bem. And that gets to be a little more complicated issues.
45

46 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Seetot.
47
48 MR. SEETOT: Historically over the years on the Iuluk

B9ver drainage there is one area where there is a lot of --
50
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where there is a big pile of caribou antlers that were
Rarvested many years ago. I think that the caribou traveled
West from Deering area during the early years, but over the
gears they have receded towards the eastern part. There seems
Bo be a resurgence in caribou sightings toward Tapisburg (ph)
énd around that area. So -- and east or west of the lava beds.
7Those numbers are gradually increasing for the sightings of
Baribou and caribou are moving back, I think to their old
@#inter range. I'm no too sure why the decline of caribou --
¥hy the caribou crashed between now and, you know, during the
time when they were harvesting them pretty much year round.

I2m not too sure if they were part of the Western Arctic herd
®3 they were, you know, local caribou.

14

15 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: I think one of the impacts that
3bhould be brought on record is the fact that when the miners
¥@re in Nome the one figure that sticks in my mind was that one
t&me there was some 20,000 miners living in Nome, and you can
iRagine the impact that those 20,000 miners had on the
?28sources in the area, and it's our contention that the Seward
Péninsula caribou herd, along with whatever muskox might have
B2en around, were wiped out at that time. So this might fit
Afder their criteria as being one excluding interruptions
Béyond the control of the community or area. And you'll
dbcument it for the record that -- and I would like you to show
Ap on the map, just a location where you know of this pile of
dfitlers.

28

29 MR. SEETOT: I have a general idea. 1It's around --
38's toward the Arctic Creek area, and it's located in one of
Bhe mountains above Brevig Mission, and this area used to be
®Bere the caribou migrated into that. That's where our
ddcestors, you know, got game from caribou and other animals.
34 I can give you an idea or once I get the names of the -- you
Bbhow, locations, then I can probably forward it to this area.
F6know it's between the Arctic Creek and Iuluk (ph) River area.
37

38 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Great.

39

40 MR. SEETOT: And I can ever show you pictures of them
dfter I go find them.

42

43 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: That would really make a case for

géu if and when that particular caribou herd migration, again,
gbarts going through that area, because I know the caribou are
pb6etty opportunistic animals and this area is good evidence of
4Hat fact. We've had prime reindeer moss around this area for
48 ever since we lost our local -- or ever since our local
#8indeer herd was allowed to go wild. So there is a lot of
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forage, it's prime, and it's a lot deeper than I've ever seen
dnywhere else. And it points up to the fact that caribou are
8pportunistic animals and that if they discover a range that
Aas not been foraged for some time, they definitely do take
addvantage of it. So there's a good chance that the caribou
berd that is now in the Monument area will probably migrate
west, if in fact there's a food trail for them. So I would
Buggest that you document that as fully as possible things that
9ou know about such as those piles of caribou antlers.

M@. Barr.

11
12 MR. BARR: Yeah. For the record, I'd like to also
$pBeak about mountain sheep. Sawtooth Range is covered with

théuntain sheep, you know, before the miners came in. When they
tédme they wiped them out. We've been, you know, hunting sheeps
hp there years ago before White man ever came to our country.
17

18 MR. OTTON: The Sawtooth Mountains?
19
20 MR. BARR: Yeah, Sawtooth Range. They were covered

@lth mountain sheep. I thought I'd just put that out for your
2Aformation.

23
24 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: And let the record show we also
2fhclude that in -- excluding interruptions beyond the control

@6 the community or area of Shishmaref, the sheep, if and when
PHey re-establish themselves. I respectfully ask that the
RA8ners impact be added to the environmental impact statement.
29

30 Any other recommendations or change proposals for
@adribou in Unit 22 (A) and (B)? We could request, on behalf of
BRose people living in units 22 (D) and (E) -- might as well
BBrow in (C) to seek C & T determination based on their
Bdgration into 22 (B) for caribou as a custom and tradition.

B5. Barr -- I mean Ms. Armstrong, is it duly noted? Thank you.
36 Do we have any change proposals for caribou? Going
38fice, going twice, sold.

38

39 We now move on to moose, and as you can see it has a

é(stomary and traditional use determination which says that
é6mhly rural residents of Unit 22 can hunt moose, and then it has
Adrvest limits:

43

44 22 (A) - 1 antlered bull between August 1 to September
88; and December 1 to January 31.

46

477 Unit 22(B) - 1 moose, however antlerless moose may be

48ken only from December 1 to December 31; no person may take a
48w accompanied by a calf, and the season is August 1 to
50
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January 31.

2

3 Unit 22(C) - 1 antlered bull, September 1 to

Beptember 14.

5

o 22 (D) - 1 moose; however, antlerless moose may be taken

@dnly from December 1 to December 31; no person may take a cow
8ccompanied by a calf; August 1 to January 31.

9

10 22(E) - 1 moose; no person may take a cow accompanied
b¥Y a calf; August 1 to March 31.

12

13 MR. IVANOFF: Mr. Chairman.

14

15 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Ivanoff:

16

17 MR. IVANOFF: Are you -- are the dates flexible on
tBis, 'cause we -- a lot of the fall fishermen that go and get

tBeir fish, up till I'd say maybe October 5, see harvestable
mbose in that small time frame there and I myself saw some
RAdose during the open season at the end, but I chose not to
8Boot it because it was too big, and I think with our judgment
2Bat if they extended it to October 5 that it would fall in the
BRdnds of the people up there that are up there seining trout
ahd getting their fall fish. That I think they have good
36dgment as to (indiscernible) moose that's edible, due to
2itt, and I've known three people this fall on the first and
88cond that ran into nice, small bulls, but the season had
2%0sed. They would have liked to have harvested them, but I
38e that they chose -- you know, if it's possible or if it's
Aégotiable, maybe take five days from the first part of August
382 in December.

5131 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: We're flexible.

gg MR. BARR: Or just extend it five days.

g; MR. IVANOFF: Or just extend it five days, right.

28 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: You might have trouble justifying

#hat because you're extending the season, making it a bigger
g§2ason, but if you jockey the season, August 10 to October 10,
#Ben that would -- you're not increasing the number of hunter
dd4ys, you're just moving the season.

45

46 MR. IVANOFF: Yeah, you can either take it from the end
¥ December where we've got -- normally have caribou, or you
é¢8n take it from the first part of August where it's normally -
49traditionally pretty hot at that time of the year and it's
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hot a real wise time to harvest a moose.

2

3 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: What's your proposal?

4

5 MR. IVANOFF: My proposal would be to go from August 5
6o October 5.

7

8 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a proposed -- change
Proposal presented to us by Mr. Steve Ivanoff to change the
$8ason for moose in 22(A), from -- as it now stands, August 1

td September 30, change that to August 5 to October 5.
12

13 MR. IVANOFF: Excuse me, Mr. Chairman.

14

15 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Ivanoff.

16

17 MR. IVANOFF: If I may, could I change that to maybe
tBe -- take the five days of December -- the last part of
D&cember out and move it to October as the -- you know, I don't
@wlnt to be the one that -- if someone sees a moose on August 3

2hey'll say, man, you know, we could have gotten that moose.
RAd the moose is prime, I'd say, in August and October, and,
P8cember, you know, they're not real desirable in our

2émmunity.
25
26 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: In that case I would recommend

PHat you take it off the end of January rather than break up
PBat season, because it shows December 1 to January 31, and
£Ben I'd recommend that you take either 5 or 10 days off the
88d of January and tack them on the end of the beginning of
Bttober.

32

33 MR. IVANOFF: That would work, too.

34

35 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Because everybody knows that by
Jénuary them things are pretty skinny.

37

38 MR. IVANOFF: Yeah, and you've got -- you're pretty
BAch have caribou anyway.

40

41 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yeah. So would you go along with

éBanging your proposal to read 1 antlered bull from August 1 to
@3tober 10, and from December 1 to January 217

44

45 MR. IVANOFF: I would.

46

47 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a proposal before us to

éBange the moose season in Unit 22 (A), from August 1 to
88ptember 30, and from December 1 to January 31, to be changed
50
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from October 1 to October 10, and from December 1 to January
21. Do I hear a second?

3

4 MR. BARR: I'll second that for the purpose of
8iscussion. Why can't you make it January 317

6

7 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The rationale being that we don't
®ant to increase the number of hunting days. In other words,

we're taking 10 days off of the December 1 to January 31
hGnting and adding them to the end of the August 1 to
$éptember 30 hunting.

%g MR. BARR: Okay.

%é MS. ARMSTRONG: October 5 -- is that August 5 to .....
%g CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: August 1 to .....

%g MS. ARMSTRONG: August 1.

gg CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... to October 10.

gg MS. ARMSTRONG: Okay.

gé MR. KOVACH: Mr. Chair.

gg CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Kovach.

gg MR. KOVACH: While we appreciate your concern for not
38ding days —-- total days to the hunting season, I'd like to

Bémind you that the state regulations still apply on federal
pPiblic lands because federal public lands are not closed to
pP8ople other than those with C & T, so even i1f the board passes
$éur proposal with the dates that you've got, somebody can
85111 go out and hunt those last 10 days of January under state
Bégulations on federal lands, and I just want you to be aware
3% that. It might be simpler to reduce confusion to just say
Bfigust 1 to October 10, and December 1 through January 31.

F8's just a suggestion and just to let you know that although
g6u're striving to not increase total number of hunting days,
gbu're still going to have that by default because federal
pidblic lands are still open.

43

44 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Kovach, we will do that with
4he proviso that it will be on the public record that you are
4bhe reason why we changed it.

47

48 MR. KOVACH: Sounds fair.

49
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1 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Would you be willing to live with
2hat?

3

4 MR. KOVACH: Sure, I can live with that.

5

6 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay.

7

8 MR. KOVACH: Because when we write up the analysis and

Present you information in your winter meeting will tell you
the same thing.

11

12 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. So I would entertain a
h3tion to amend the proposal before us to read October 1 to --
é#cuse me, August 1 to October 10, and December 1 to

January 31. Does your second still apply, Mr. Barr?

16

17 MR. BARR: Yes.

18

19 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a second. Discussion?
20

21 MR. BARR: Question.

22

23 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Question has been called. All
Phose in favor of amending the motion before us signify by
8aying aye.

26

27 IN UNISON: Aye.

28

29 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay. (No
8Pposing responses) The amendment passes unanimously.

31

32 We now have the main motion before us to change the
B3ose season in 22 (A). What is the wish of the council? Any
Bdrther discussion?

35

36 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: Mr. Chairman.

37

38 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Katchatag.

39

40 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: We'll just leave out the

Bécember 1 to January 31 on this and add 10 more days to the
£2rst period of hunting from August 1 to October 10, 'cause
¢38u're not changing anything in the second season.

44

45 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Well, that was his recommendation,
#hat we not change that because the state hunting regulations
%111 apply on federal lands, they'll still be allowed to hunt
481 the way through the end of January. That was his
#8tionale. Any further discussion on the motion before us to
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thange proposal regarding moose in 22 (A)? If not the chair
@would entertain a call for the question.

3

4 MR. BARR: Question.

5

6 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Question's been called. All those
in favor of the change proposal before us signify by saying
&vye.

9

10 IN UNISON: Aye.

11

12 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay. (No
bPposing responses) Motion passes unanimously.

14

15 Any further change proposals for moose regulations in
Uhaits 22(B), (C), (D), or (E) and/or seasons-?

17

18 MS. MUKTOYUK: Mr. Chairman, I think for -- we had
22(C), 13, 14 days is kind of short for the Nome area, because
21 Nome we have a -- do have a high rate rate of unemployment

dhd heavy subsistence use for moose, and I would like to see
PBRe dates increase.

23

24 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Knauer.

25

26 MR. KNAUER: Yes, Mr. Chairman. Just for information,

dflything effecting 22(C) is probably a moot point because I
d8n't believe there are any federal lands in 22 (C).
29

30 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: A very good point.

31

32 MS. ARMSTRONG: So you'd have to go to the state.

33

34 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The only federal lands in 22 (C)

dbe probably the FAA stations, in the federal building.
36

37 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: And don't forget the National
gG8rden.

39

40 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Oh, yeah.

41

42 MS. ARMSTRONG: Isn't there a proposal opening right
A38w for the -- with the state, aren't they writing their

p#oposals right now? I think they are change proposal time is
#bhght now and open for anyone to write their proposals with the
dtate.

47

48 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Machida.

49
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1 MR. MACHIDA: 1It's open until December 7 to submit
Broposals on moose and caribou.

3

4 MS. ARMSTRONG: Okay. So, Loretta, you can still write
& proposal and get it to them.

6

7 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Barb, do you understand her not
B8onsidering -- I mean Loretta, do you understand why we're not

@onsidering that, because there is no federal land in 22(C)?
10

11 MS. MUKTOYUK: Yeah.
12
13 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: So therefore this council does not

hdve jurisdiction. Any further change proposals for Unit
23(B), (D) or (E)? Going once .....

16

17 MS. MUKTOYUK: I'm kind of concerned about caribou
tBough. You went through that so I won't say anything about
if.

20

21 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Well, you have to wait until next
Y2ar. Any further change proposals for moose in 22(B), (D), or
4B)? Hearing none, I move that -- or I move on to moose,
Mdskoxen -- from moose to muskox. As you can see, there is --
2brrect me if I'm wrong, it says muskox, Unit 22 (D), and (E),
A6 subsistence. Does that mean there is subsistence in Unit

22 (A), (B) and (C)?

28

29 MR. ADKISSON: I don't think so.

30

31 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: As you can see, there is no
B2rvest limit and no season. Do we with to make Subpart D? We

B3ve before us from the staff a draft letter addressed to
B4. William L. Hensley, Chair of Federal Subsistence Board, and
36 reads as follows:

36

37 Dear Mr. Hensley:

38

39 The Alaska Department of Fish & Game has prepared a

#wlnagement plan with the Alaska Department of Natural
Bé&sources, Bering Land Bridge National Preserve, in care of
L3adnd Management, Soil Conservation Service and four Native
éBganizations for muskox on the Seward Peninsula. The plan
which is to be acted upon by the Board of Game at their January
Wéeting outlines harvesting guidelines. All options available
46 the BOG for opening a hunt as outlined in Appendix 3 of the
pTan will not provide a priority to local hunters as identified
48 Title 8 of ANILCA.

49
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1 On July 15, 1994, the Federal Subsistence Board
Published its proposed schedule for customary and traditional
Gse determination. The schedule for Unit 22 -- it says 23
Here. Is that what you want?

5

6 MR. KOVACH: It should be 22.

7

8 MS. ARMSTRONG: Yes, it should be 22.

9

10 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The schedule for Unit 22 is

identified as to be determined. We understand this means
$@metime after 1996.

13

14 The residents of the Seward Peninsula have supported
the muskox population by not harvesting them since their
latroduction in 1970. The muskox population now numbers in
&¥%¥cess of 900 individuals. Local hunters have been inquiring
f8r the past several years when a hunt will be authorized. As
18cal residents have supported the muskox population they
8hould be afforded the first opportunities to harvest them, but
£he management plan going before the BOG, we feel that muskox
Rds now become a critical local resource issue.

23

24 Following the precedent set by the board on

PD&cember 18, 1991 in the matter of the Kilbuck caribou -- see
Pége 98 Subsistence Management Regulations -- we request that

PHe board make a interim C & T use determination finding for
ffiskox for the residents of Unit 22 (B), (C), (D), and 22 (E),
2a8d Unit 23 west of Kiwalik River.

30

31 Attached are two proposals for the board's
82nsideration. The first is for an interim C & T decision for
B8skox in Units 22(B), 22(C), 22(D), part of Unit 23, and

322 (E). And the second is for a limited permit hunt in Unit

32 (D) and part of 23.

36

37 The first is necessary before the second can be acted

gpon. We believe that the board should recognize the Seward
Bé&ninsula Cooperative Muskox Management Plan as it has for the
Efilbuck Caribou and Lower Yukon River Moose Management Plans.
41

42 We thank you for considering these proposals and look
#3rward to working with the board in the future. Sincerely,
8heldon I. Katchatag, Jr., Seward Peninsula Subsistence
Bégional Advisory Council.

46

47 This is a draft letter which was produced by staff, and
d8tached to it we have a Seward Peninsula Regional Advisory
¢8uncil, care of Barb Armstrong, US Fish & Wildlife Service,
50
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Selawik National Wildlife Refuge, P.O. Box 270, Kotzebue,
Rlaska, 99572.

3

4 MS. MUKTOYUK: 70 —-- 752.

5

6 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Please correct your documents to
fead 752.

8

9 Muskox Units 22 and 3, no subsistence C & T
f#létermination. Muskox Units 22(B), (C), (D), and (E), interim
dlétermination; residents of Unit 23 west of Kiwalik River and
t2sidents of Units 22(B), (C), and (D) -- (B), (C), (D), and
I1B); Units 23 west of Kiwalik River; residents of Unit 23 west
of Kiwalik River and residents of Units 22(B), (C), (D), and
1B). This interim C & T determination is necessary to coincide
woth a Cooperative Muskox Management Plan that is recommending
d7harvest of 10 bulls in Unit 22(D). The Board of Game will be
t8nsidering this recommendation at its January 1995 meeting.

19

20 The federal interim C & T is necessary before there can
B& a coincidental federal season.

22

23 MR. BARR: Mr. Chairman.

24

25 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Barr.

26

27 MR. BARR: Is that 15 bulls or is that 107?

28

29 MR. KNAUER: That should read 10 bulls in Unit 22(D),
dfd five bulls in Unit 22 (E).

31

32 MR. BARR: Oh, I'm sorry.

33

34 MR. KNAUER: That was my mistake. We had some
3bnfusion over some numbers here last night.

36

37 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. So I'll add -- the sentence

8Bould read: This interim C & T determination 1s necessary to
88incide with the Cooperative Muskox Management Plan that is
#8commending a harvest of 10 bulls in Unit 22 (D), and 5 bulls
4fh Unit 22(E). The BOG will be considering this recommendation
42 its January 1995 meeting. The federal interim C & T 1is
A8cessary before there can be a coincidental federal season.
THis will not directly affect the muskox population, however,
#he opening of a season with low population growth. This will
d6low the opening of the season allowing the subsistence user
43 benefit from the husbandry programs supported by the local

#8sidents. See Seward Peninsula Cooperative Muskox Management
B%an, August 1, 1994.
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MR. BARR: Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yes, Mr. Barr.

U W

MR. BARR: Why do we have to, you know -- if I remember
7ight, and correct me if I'm wrong, Roy, on page 4 didn't we
Bay 15 under 22 (D) and (E)? You can ask him, I guess.

9

10 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yes, Steve.

11

12 MS. ARMSTRONG: Could you come up here, please. You're
t8ally hard to hear.

14

15 MR. MACHIDA: Yeah, for the record, I'm Steve Machida,

ko6th Fish & Game in Nome. That's correct, the proposal calls
fdr a harvest of 15 bulls from (D) and (E).

18

19 MR. BARR: (D) and (E). Why did you separate the two,
2D) and (E)?

21

22 MR. OTTON: I guess because it specifies that in the

M3skox Management Plan; is that right? I know I read it a
¥hile ago, 10 in .....

25

26 MR. MACHIDA: Yeah, that's right.

27

28 MR. OTTON: Yeah, 22(D) and 5 in 22 (E) .\

29 MR. BARR: This is in compliance with the state then,
BGh?

31

32 MR. OTTON: Well, with the Management Plan.

33

34 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Well, it's to make it consistent

86 that you don't have one regulation that says you can get 15
36 this one and the other that says you can get 10.
37

38 MR. BARR: Well, actually a total of 15 either way.

28 MR. MACHIDA: That should clarify it.

jé CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Machida. The
48cond proposal reads:

ié Seward Peninsula Regional Advisory Council, Coordinator

Bérb Armstrong, Muskox Unit 22, no open season; Unit 23, no
épen season. Muskox Unit 22 (D), October 1 to November 15 - 1
B811 by federal registration permit. Only up to 10 permits may
B8 issued to qualified rural Alaska residents. Public lands
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dre closed to the taking of muskox except by qualified rural
Rlaska residents during the stated season. Unit 23 west of the
Rilawik River, October 1 to November 15 - 1 bull, and so on, by
federal registration permit, only up to 5 permits may be issued
Bo qualified rural Alaska residents. Public lands are closed
60 taking muskox except by qualified rural Alaska residents
during the stated season.

8

9 MR. KNAUER: Excuse me. I think this should be -- you
féund your first one. That should be 22 (E).

11

12 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Right.

13

14 MR. KNAUER: Right.

15

16 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Oh, okay. I'm sorry. Let me read
tHat. The first part is 22(D) - 1 bull by federal registration

p8rmit. Only up to 10 permits may be issued to qualified rural
ADaska residents. Unit 22 (E), October 1 to November 15 - 1
BPO1ll by federal registration permit only. Up to 10 permits may
B& issued to qualified rural Alaska residents. Public lands
d?2e closed to the taking of muskox except by qualified rural
RRaska residents during the stated season. The harvest of 15
ddimals is consistent with the harvest regime proposed by the
38ward Peninsula Cooperative Muskox Management Plan and will be
d6lowed -- and will allow the non-wasteful use by local
8llbsistence users. The harvest will slightly slow population
g8owth but will not adversely impact overall population goal.
Z?Be harvest will benefit the local subsistence user who has
B8en an active participant in the Cooperative Management Plan
dhd in the husbandry of this population. See Seward Peninsula
B3operative Muskox Management Plan August 1, 1994. It will be
@8nsidered by the Board of Game in its winter 1994 meeting.

34

35 What is the wish of the council?

36

37 MR. BARR: I move to adopt this regulation.

38

39 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: This is a letter and change

ploposal form. Do you move to adopt everything as read?
41

42 MR. BARR: Yes.

43

44 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion to adopt
é%erything as read. Is there .....

46

47 MR. SEETOT: Second.

48

49 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a second. Discussion.
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1

2 MR. BARR: Question.

3

4 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Question's been called. All those
5n favor signify by saying aye.

6

7 IN UNISON: Aye

8

9 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay. (No
bdPposing responses) Motion passes unanimously.

11

12 We now move on to coyote. Coyotes, harvest limits 2
t3yotes, open season September 1 to April 30. Is there a
thange proposal on coyote? Going once, —-- Mr. Katchatag.

15

16 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: I have never seen a coyote yet
1indiscernible - Yupik language).

18

19 MR. OTTON: I never danced with coyotes.

20

21 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I only dance with wolves. No
2Bange proposals for coyote.

23

24 MR. BARR: ©No changes.

25

26 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Were you seriously proposing a
2T7osed season on coyotes?

28

29 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: 1I'd like to change that
pPloposal from open season to closed season from September 1 to
Bpril 30.

32

33 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a proposal before us to
8Aange coyote to no bag limit and no season?

35

36 MR. BARR: No closed season?

37

38 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Closed season, period.

39

40 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: So we can have coyote
4indiscernible) .

42

43 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Our descendants. We have a motion

Béfore us to close the coyote season in Game Management
ghit 22. Do I hear a second?

46

477 MS. MUKTOYUK: Second.

48

49 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Second. Discussion?
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1

2 MR. SEETOT: Question.

3

4 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Question's been called. All those
5n favor of closing the harvest of coyote signify by saying
éye.

7

8 IN UNISON: Aye.

9

10 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay. (No

bpposing responses) Motion passes. We have a change proposal
t3@ close the season and harvest limits on coyote.
13

14 MR. KNAUER: Mr. Chairman, you might want to address
$bme justification?

16

17 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Justification. Mr. Katchatag has

h8ntioned that he has not seen a coyote in his 77 years here in
tBe Seward Peninsula and Norton Sound region and that any
206yotes that wander into this area be allowed to propagate so
Phat our descendants, our children and our great-grandchildren
2dn have coyotes yipping in their back yard. Any other

38stification?
24
25 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: I might add from those 77 years

26have been trapping and hunting for about 27 years.
27

28 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: And you never trapped one coyote?
29

30 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: Not one.

31

32 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Any further justification for the

33osing of the coyote season in Game Management Unit 227? Is
BAat sufficient, Mr. Knauer?

35

36 MR. KNAUER: Certainly.

37

38 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you. Moving on to fox,

BPctic blue and white phase. Current limit is two foxes,
g8ptember 1 to April 30.

41

42 MR. OTTON: Now these are like for subsistence hunting?
43

44 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: 1It's subsistence hunting
#8gulations.

46

47 MR. OTTON: Okay. So I was wondering, if you're
48apping fox and .....

49
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1 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: We'll get to those later when we
get to trap.

3

4 MR. OTTON: Oh!

5

6 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Need I say more.

7

8 MR. OTTON: Oh, okay. So these are just like for
Shooting the animal with a gun.

10

11 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Right.

12

13 MR. OTTON: Okay.

14

15 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Or bow and arrow, slingshot or
té6ck. Any change proposals for fox, Arctic blue and white
pHase?

18

19 MR. BARR: No changes.

20

21 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Hearing none, we move on to fox,
2Acluding red, cross, black and silver phases. Current harvest

23mit, 10 foxes, current season, November 1 to April 15. Are
Phere any change proposals on red foxes? Hearing none, we move
dh to hare, snowshoe and tundra. The current harvest limit, no
26mit, season -- open season is from one second after midnight
dily 1 to one second before midnight June 30. Any Subpart D
2BRanges to the hare, snowshoe and tundra in Game Management
PAit 22? Mr. Seetot.

30

31 MR. SEETOT: Clarification on the tundra hare. Is that
32so0 called snow or jackrabbit?

33

34 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: That would be my understanding,
}6's a jackrabbit -- what we call a jackrabbit? Yes. Any
8bange proposals on hare, snowshoe or -- Mr. Lockwood.

37

38 MR. LOCKWOOD: Yeah, hare and snowshoe and tundra, I

BRAink it should really be right close to May 30 because they're
BBving babies around April. Rabbits, they're not worth
Alnting.

42

43 MRS. KATCHATAG: They're strong and smelly when they
hdte.

45

46 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I would entertain a season change
£3r hare, due to the fact that there's no justifiable reason to
Afnt them when they're mating and/or raising babies.

49
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1 MR. BARR: And what are the dates? What do you
ecommend?

3

4 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: I would recommend September 1 to
Bpril 15.

6

7 MR. OTTON: So moved.

8

9 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion on the floor to

thange the regulations for hare in Game Management Unit 22 by
thanging the season from July 1 to June 30 to September 1 to
April 15. Do I hear a second?

13

14 MR. SEETOT: Second.

15

16 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Seconded. Discussion? Question's

béen called. All those in favor of the change proposal signify
b§ saying aye.

19

20 IN UNISON: Aye.

21

22 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Those opposed, nay. (No opposing
28sponses) Motion passes unanimously.

24

25 Moving on to lynx. The current harvest limit is 2
2¢nx. Open season November 1 to April 15. Any change
B¥oposals?

28

29 MR. BARR: No change.

30

31 MR. OTTON: From 2 to 4.

32

33 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a proposal to change the
Bdrvest limit from 2 to 4. Do I hear a second?

35

36 MR. OTTON: I have no justification. It's just that
3Iindiscernible)

38

39 MR. BARR: When they're around they're just like
#8bbits.

41

42 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Do I hear a second?

43

44 MR. BARR: Second the motion.

45

46 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a second. Discussion?
MY . Otton.

48

49 MR. OTTON: Well, I guess lynx, you know, when they're
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there, they're there. The cycle of lynx and rabbits are quite
Rarallel; they grow, rabbits grow, lynx grow, and when you're
dut hunting, you know, and you see lynx, boy, it's good to
ghoot a lynx when you see them. You don't got that much of a
Bhance. I don't think there would be one hunter that would
kill a limit of two lynx but if they got a chance to do it,
ZThey sure would. Other than that there's not much

ustification other than -- you know, they're a pretty sneaky
nimal.

10

11 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Any further discussion on the
h@dtion before us?

13

14 MS. DETWILER: Mr. Chair.

15

16 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Ms. Detwiler.

17

18 MS. DETWILER: I have a suggestion. One of the reasons
that the Federal Board turned down the recommendation from
26uncil was if it's not supported by substantial evidence. So

21would encourage you to include as much justification as you
2an come up with here, and as guidelines for your
38stifications the board has two mandates that it has to
2énsider when they deliberate on proposals, and one of those is

£6 insure continue healthy wildlife populations. In other
@W6rds, biology of the species. And the other is to provide
2dntinued opportunities for subsistence uses. So it would be

B8st effective for you to include in your justification
28mments relative to those two issues.

30

31 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Ms. Detwiler.

32

33 MR. OTTON: Well, you know, 'cause like I said, I can't

Béally justify moving from 2 lynx to 4, but actually I don't
Bhow how they end up with 2 lynx to start with, but just
Bécause I know it might be pretty tough to justify 2 to 4 can I
®#ithdraw my .....

38

39 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: It's your motion.

40

41 MR. OTTON: I withdraw my motion.

42

43 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Does the second withdraw?

44

45 MR. BARR: Yes.

46

477 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The motion is withdrawn. Any
f#8rther change proposals for lynx? Hearing none, we move on to
w8lf. The present harvest limits, no limit, open seasons
50
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August 10 to April 30. Do we have any change proposals on wolf
Zn Unit 227

3

4 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: I do.

5

6 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Katchatag.

7

8 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: I don't think they're prime
9ph) in August.

10

11 (Indiscernible - talking in whispering tones)

12

13 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yeah, we did in March. I agree

%4th you, Mr. Katchatag. What is your suggestion as to a more
dppropriate season?

16

17 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: November 1.

18

19 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a proposal before us, a
mbtion to change wolf open season from August 10 to April 30,
2hange to November 1 to April -- is April 30 okay?

22

23 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: April 15.

24

25 MR. OTTON: Yeah, that's what we did change it to.

?hat's what we did the last time, or I thought we did.
27

28 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We didn't bring that proposal
B&fore the board.

30

31 MR. OTTON: From the time of the meeting in Shishmaref
82 the board meeting it got lost.

33

34 MS. ARMSTRONG: Remember (indiscernible)?

35

36 MS. KATCHATAG: I think you made it when they start
8Hedding, like .....

38

39 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yeah, he's an experienced wolf

Blnter and he knows. We had talked about this in March at
8hishmaref and I thought we had agreed that we had kicked it

Back to April 15 and we had moved it up from August to -- I
#Bink it was November.

ié MR. BARR: Yeah, November 1st.

jg CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: November 1.

jg MR. BARR: To April 15.
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1

2 MS. ARMSTRONG: I don't think it was the first meeting,
3 think it was in Shishmaref.

4

5 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: It was in Shishmaref. He's
fooking at the meeting.

7

8 MR. BARR: Page 117.

9

10 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Page 117. So let's have another
thange proposal written for -- or we have a motion before us to
tRange the wolf regulation season from -- change it from August

18 to April 30, to November 1 to April 15. Do I hear a second?
14

15 MR. BARR: Second the motion.

%g CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Second. Discussion?

%g MR. KATCHEAK: Question.

gg CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Question's been called. All those

28 favor of the motion to change the wolf season to November 1
£8 April 15 signify by saying aye.

24

25 IN UNISON: Aye.

26

27 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay. (No
@dPposing responses) Motion carries. Justification being that

£Be pelts are not prime between August 10 and November 1 or
Bétween April 15 and April 30. Is that sufficient

Badame Detwiler?

32

33 MS. DETWILER: My comments are directed more generally,
B4t to the specific proposal and not wait till it's appropriate
86 wait till later, I'll just mention to you now. What you're
déing on some of these proposals is restricting seasons to the
Bdint where they would be shorter than the corresponding state
88ason, so I'm not quite sure how the board is going to go with
BRat when they address the proposals that you submitted because
4Hey have a mandate to provide for subsistence uses, and it
ddesn't look right to have federal subsistence seasons that are
gHorter than corresponding state sport seasons. One thing I
Bight suggest is for you to consider submitting identical
pfZoposals to the state during their proposal cycle as well.

45

46 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you.
47
48 MR. OTTON: I guess that it's been a dilemma with all

4Be boards in the whole state because of that same problem, but
50
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You know the state was so
gven the feds, you know.

Bave made sure that there
#here would not have been
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worried about something like that, or
It's my opinion that the state should
was a subsistence preference so that
dual management.

5

o CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG:
fhis recommendation because
8s our public testimony and
fhe council know that those
10 and November 1 and April

I think the council will stand by
it's based on the fact that the
as our experienced people here on
hides are not prime between August
15 on. So we'll debate that with

the board at the appropriate time and maybe we can force the

$2ate to change their regulations,

because all they're allowing

18 for somebody that's out there with a caribou or moose tag,

¥éu know, if they see a wolf they can knock the damn thing down
ahd tell their kids, oh, I shot a wolf, too, but I didn't bring
the hide home 'cause it's worthless.

17

18 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: Mr. Chairman.

19

20 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Katchatag.

21

22 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: I'd 1like to add -- first I'd

23ke to comment on the side

of the board. I can understand

Y6ur consideration but we are dealing with our Federal Advisory

Bbard, advisory council,
4d it says no limit,
PWo hides but limitless,

under this.
and that's wasting not only one hide,
and it has been brought to our

For justification I might
not

d8tention from both Alaska Department of Fish & Game and also
®91dlife service that conservation of these resources are the

Bé@se of these regulations. So this is conservation action, as
Bar as I'm concerned. Thank you.

32

33 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Katchatag, and I
34ree with you on that because any harvest of the animal -- I

dan't see any justification
A6t going to take harvest,

8port hunt. Ms. Detwiler.
38

39 MS. DETWILER: Yeah,
é6nfusion.

I'm not criticizing what you're doing.

for shooting an animal that you're

and that's a perfect definition of a

I didn't want there to be any
My point in

Bringing those points up was to let you know what some of the
éPher considerations might be that you want to take into

43count.
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
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1

2 MR. LOCKWOOD: I'm disturbed on what we're working now
3s subsistence use, is that right, this is not for our
éommercial use?

5

o CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Moving on to wolverine, the
Present harvest limit is 1 wolverine between September 1 and
Barch 31. Are there any change proposals?

9

10 MR. BARR: No change.

11

12 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Hearing none, move on to grouse.

TBe current harvest limit is 15 per day, 30 in possession,
bétween August 10 and April 30. Are there any change proposals
f6r that particular specie?

16

17 MR. BARR: No change.

18

19 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: No change. Move on to ptarmigan,

26ck willow and white tailed, 20 per day, 40 in possession
Bétween the seasons of August 10 to April 30. I would like to
BZopose that that be changed to 40 per day, 80 in possession,
@w3th the justification that it is the customary and traditional
P#actice of some villages to net these birds so that they can
g8t enough at one time to be able to provide for them in their
A6es rather than to have to go there every day to try to get 20

Pér day or 40 in possession. It is a custom and tradition,
28ke in Elim .....

29

30 MR. OTTON: And Koyuk.

31

32 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... and Koyuk to go out there

®3th a net and it's not uncommon to see people get 60 at a
Bdme.

35

36 MR. OTTON: Or 200 a day.

37

38 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Or 200 a day. So 40 per day and
80 in possession is not unreasonable, I would think. I would

#hove that we change ptarmigan to include 40 per day or 80 in
pbssession for those villagers that customarily and
#2aditionally net these animals, these birds. Do I hear a
g8cond?

44

45 MRS. KATCHATAG: Mr. Chairman, let me say .....

46

477 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mrs. Katchatag.

48

49 MRS. KATCHATAG: 1I'll be lucky if I eat one or two
50
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ptarmigan in a year in our area. They're that scarce around
Rere, ptarmigan, and so is the grouse that you mentioned, and
Bhe only time we eat spruce hen is in month of September when
they start gathering gravel for their gisrut (ph) or whatever,
Wwhen they start collecting gravel. That's the only time we
bhave spruce chicken. And we never harvest the neck (ph) or
dnything because we never know which route they take. If a
B8ertain route is in the pipe people, they know which route to
watch for, so they always watch for that ptarmigan route and
jOst a certain season and not all the time. So that's a very
&dod change of food instead of having to thaw what you have in
the freezer, something that you eat fresh before it's frozen.

TBat's the true flavor before any kind of meat is frozen. So
that's a treat. But here in our area I'll be lucky if I eat
tdo ptarmigans in a year. Thank you.

16

17 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mrs. Katchatag. And in
18ght of that I would recommend that we -- or I will amend my

pfoposal to change the harvest limit to 40 per day, 80 in
POssession in Game Management Unit 22 (B), because that's the
phly place I know of where they do net birds. I'm not familiar
@2th the practices of 22(C), 22(D), or 22(E) with regard to
PBarmigan. So I amend my original motion that for 22 (B) only
2hat we change it to 40 per day, 80 in possession for customary
ahd traditional netting of these birds, and that the season
2émain the same.

27

28 MR. OTTON: Second.

29

30 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Seconded. Discussion?

31

32 MR. OTTON: Question.

33

34 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Question's been called. All those
}h favor of the motion signify by saying aye.

36

37 IN UNISON: Aye.

38

39 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Those opposed, nay. (No opposing
#8sponses) Motion passes unanimously.

41

42 We'll take about a five-minute break before we move on

43 trapping. Also we're going to go ahead and finish our
d4enda after our break and see if we can get done today so we
4bn't have to come back tonight or tomorrow.

46
47 (Off record)
48 (On record)
49
50
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1 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: While we were on break we got to
discussing the muskox proposal, and it came to our attention
Bhat for ease or -- or for proper eligibility to help those
that we're trying to help, we should modify our proposal a
Bittle bit and in that regard move and ask unanimous consent
that we bring up our muskox proposal up for reconsideration.
Is there any objection? Hearing none, so ordered.

8

9 I would entertain, as chair, a motion to change
&Qigibility for subsistence hunters under this plan to be
@ligible to hunt under this plan you must be a resident of the
Gadme Management Subunit in which a season and a bag limit is
@é3tablished. 1In other words if you are a resident of
$hishmaref and they open a season for muskoxen in Shishmaref,
then you would be allowed to take part in that hunt if you

@rbalify or if you obtain the required registration permit. Do
I7hear a second?

18

19 MR. BARR: Second.

20

21 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion and a second to

B3dify our eligibility requirements under the muskox interim
¢3& T so that only those residents of the appropriate subunit
@w4uld be eligible to hunt within that particular subunit for
RAbskoxen. Discussion?

26

27 MR. BARR: Call for the question.

28

29 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Question's been called. All those
38 favor of the motion signify by saying aye.

31

32 IN UNISON: Aye.

33

34 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay. (No
8pposing responses) Motion passes unanimously. We now move on
86 change proposals in trapping regulations. Rather than -- if

3% is the wish of the council, rather than going through them
381 specie by specie, I would move that we adopt them all

dfless you have an exception. Do we have a second?

40

41 MR. BARR: What was the motion?

42

43 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I move that we adopt all the

#4apping regulations, harvest limits and seasons unless you
Aave one that you would like to discuss.

46

477 MR. OTTON: Mr. Chairman, I so move.

48

49 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Do we have a second?
50
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MR. BARR: Second the motion.

CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion and a second.
ny discussion?

MR. BARR: Question.

OO Jo s WwWN -

CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Question's been called. All those
1 favor of adopting the trapping regulations as shown, except
fbor those which might need further discussion, signify by

3dying aye.

13

14 IN UNISON: Aye.

15

16 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay. (No

bPposing responses) Motion passes unanimously. For the record
d8e there any species, harvest limits or seasons that need to
b& changed?

20

21 MR. LOCKWOOD: None.

22

23 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Hearing none, all the trapping

2égulations, limits and seasons, are hereby adopted.

25

26 We are now on -- I've got to find my agenda -- are
PHere any other proposal changes or proposals from the council
@Bich we have not covered? Mr. Otton, do you have any other
BPoposals for us?

30

31 MR. OTTON: No. I was Jjust wondering i1if there was any
BZoposals coming out of the public or anything there.

33

34 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: As soon as I get done with
danvasing the council, I'll canvas the public. Any change
B6oposals for my right of council? Mr. Barr?

37

38 MR. BARR: No.

39

40 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Katcheak?
41

42 MR. KATCHEAK: No.

43

44 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Seetot?
45

46 MR. SEETOT: None.

47

48 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I don't have any at this time so

w8 move on to item D. 3., we are opening the floor for any
50
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proposals from the public.

2

3 MR. BARR: I guess we've covered pretty much
dverything.

5

o CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Barr, and thank you

%o the public. We are now on item F., 1994 Annual Report.
Bgain, we're in the same boat as we were last year, but we are
8 little bit farther ahead down or up the river, depending on
héw you look at it. Last year I submitted a report basically
$tating that we had not accumulated any information as to the
tiArrent status of the subsistence resources within our purview,
aAdd/or the needs or anticipated needs for subsistence uses, and
14 it's the wish of the council we can go ahead and write that
¥hth a few modifications and resubmit it.

16

17 Just for your information, Mr. Seetot, if you look
hder our duties of the council under ANILCA, page 2, item 4,
¥8're required to prepare an annual report to the Secretary
26ntaining the following:

21

22 MR. SEETOT: Which tab?

23

24 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Tab 2, second page of that --

@&'re right here. Yeah, we're required by ANILCA to prepare an
dbnual report to the Secretary of Interior containing the

£31llowing:

28

29 A. An identification of current and anticipated
8Qbsistence uses of fish and wildlife populations within the
Bégion;

32

33 B. An evaluation of current and anticipated
84bsistence needs for fish and wildlife populations within the
B&gion;

36

37 C. A recommended strategy for the management of fish

38d wildlife population within the region to accommodate such
8ibsistence uses and needs; and

40

41 D. Recommendations concerning policies, standards,
glidelines and regulations to implement the strategy.

43

44 What is the wish of the body? Do you -- would you
dblow me to work with Barbara and draft said report?

46

477 MR. BARR: I so move.

48

49 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion on the floor to
50
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dllow the chair to work with the regional coordinator to draft
and submit the aforementioned annual report to the Secretary of

Enterior. Discussion or second?

4

5 MR. OTTON: Second.

o

7 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Seconded. Discussion? Are there

8ny particular considerations that any of the council members
would like to see included in the annual report?
10

11 MR. BARR: Question's been called.
12
13 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Question's been called. All those

14 favor of the motion before us signify by saying aye.
15

16 IN UNISON: Aye.

17

18 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay. (No
bPposing responses) Motion passes unanimously.

20

21 Before I get too far from the agenda, somehow or
ddother I managed to skip item C., which is the Designated
H8nter report by me. For your information, this is the report,

24's been submitted to all 10 Regional Advisory Councils, and
25 I remember correctly, this is to be submitted to the board.
26

27 MS. ARMSTRONG: I think this is a draft?

gg MR. KNAUER: It's the final.

gg MS. ARMSTRONG: Oh, it's final.

g% CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The basis -- the reason why we had

BAis task force was because at the April Federal Subsistence
Bbard meeting they had received some similar proposals
Bégarding the need for designated or proxy hunters from some of
BHe people within the Kodiak region and also Southeast, I
B8lieve. So this is the report of two meetings that we held
B&tween the -- I think it was the 12th and 13th of July, and
#he 24th and 25th and 26th of August regarding some options
which we drafted up for providing for designated hunters under
4He Federal Subsistence Regulations.

43

44 One of the -- as you can see, it more or less -- well,
4511 go through it section by section. Okay, the Preamble was
p6t together to more or less give an outline or a description
6% what the report is all about, and the participants, at my
#8quest, included this first section which was a part of my
#8port on the Tribal Management Option, which is listed as
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Appendix 1 on page 34. And they -- the task force as a body --
and if you look on the back on Appendix 4 it shows all the
Barticipants of the two meetings. The July 12 meeting has 29
participants; the August 25th meeting had 26 participants. And
&t our August 25th meeting the council -- I mean the task force
Gnanimously agreed to include this section of my report at the
Beginning of the Preamble. And this more or less states my
Position individually as a person, as a neophyte indigenous
Person, as to what subsistence means to me, and I tried to
$Peak of the -- from the perspective of your every day -- you
kihow, indigenous person in the street, and the working group or
tdsk force felt that this was an appropriate item to include
h&8re because it pretty much states our position as Native
péople with regard to the food that we harvest from the land
abhd waters.

16

17 And briefly, I'll read that first part and go over what
%8 have here:

19

20 Preamble

21

22 Subsistence - a human right.

23

24 As the old adage says, we are what we eat. In the case
35 the Indigenous People of Alaska -- Alaska Natives
génerically and generally to the people, Congress, and Federal
@dvernment of the United States of America -- this is
2B8pecially true. Why?

29

30 The Indigenous Peoples of Alaska have been customarily

dhd traditionally harvesting, processing, utilizing, consuming
38d sharing with extended family, friends and fellow community
B8mbers indigenous, annually-renewed natural resources since
Bdme immemorial. Subsistence to the dominant Western Society.
36ur indigenous, annually-renewed natural resources are the
8fergy sources which sustain and nourish us. Harvesting,
P¥ocessing, consuming, storing and sharing these renewable
B8sources are the skins, sinew, and bodkins with which we daily
38w the customs and traditions which become the outerwear of
é0r culture and society. Regardless of what mere words on a
plece of paper may say or mean as to which greedy souls may
42mporarily claim to own the land which God renews in its
g88ason, our culture keeps us attuned to the very pulse of life,
44d ever-grateful to the God of Life for the provision of such
d5bountiful living.

46

47 We, the indigenous peoples of Alaska, along with the
48digenous peoples of the Lower 49 states and indigenous
p8oples of the world over, hold our indigenous inherent rights
50
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to harvest renewable resources without outside interference,
2.e., subsistence rights as but one of our inviolable human

Bights.

4

5 And the Preamble goes on to discuss why this particular
document was produced and who worked on it and what was the aim
@f the task force, which is basically to -- and I emphasized

8his time and time again to the task force, that basically all
Bhis particular task force was trying to do is to legalize the
tstom and tradition among indigenous peoples of not only
$haring what they -- what resources they harvest themselves but
bdr custom of voluntarily providing for the nourishment needs
08 our fellow family or village members. And it shows, again,
that the easy way would be to say, okay, I recognize your
tbstoms and traditions as a tribal indigenous people, and I
téspect them, or I have to make your customs and traditions fit
%¥7ithin the legal framework of the regulation that are provided.
18nd that's what more or less this particular document tries to
as.

20

21 It tries to legalize our custom of providing for those
PRat cannot provide for themselves, by allowing people to hunt
£38r other people, as was brought up earlier by Mr. Steve
2¢anoff. That was a very apt demonstration of our culture
B&cause I have not had a chance to talk with Steve since this
Rérticular document was worked on and the final product
Pr¥oduced, and yet he said the very same things that I had said
28garding our customs and traditions. So it did my heart well
PBat I had someone sharing this from the same community that I
gftew up it. But to have him more or less validate everything
Bhat I've said about our customs and traditions before we even
d2scussed this particular document is really amazing that even
BBough we don't have personal interaction with each other,
®é're still on the same wave length because of the way that
®&'ve been brought up and the customs and traditions under
®hich we grew up.

37

38 So I just wanted to point that out and let you know
BRat under this system we came up with four management options
which would allow a hunter to hunt on behalf of somebody else.
41

42 The first option is the Local Management Option, and it
#B3kes no distinction as to what the local governing body could
Bé. As you look on page 7, the third paragraph down, it says:
48Local governing bodies could include, boroughs, incorporated
ébties, and tribes. Which local authority would be most
dpPpropriate to administer a program would depend on a variety
68 factors. Considerations include an authority's ability to
éfhance and enforce ordinances or regulations; its relative
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éxpertise and experience in resource management; the existing
Zelationships with regional authorities; and the availability
3f staff, office facilities, and other essential resources."

4

5 Basically what this says, that regulations could be
written that would allow a local government to work within the
Federal Subsistence Management Plan to administer hunts whereby
Bunters would be given permits or authorized under any one of
Bhese structures to hunt on behalf of other people that are
dfherwise unable to hunt for themselves.

11

12 The next option shown in the Tribal Management Option,
add this was written by a young fellow who was working as an
iAtern with the Fish & Wildlife Service in Anchorage, and his
hédme was Orville Huntington. And he did his best to try to
dévelop an option under Tribal Management which would allow a
t7ibal member to hunt on behalf of another tribal manager which
%8s unable.

19

20 As you can see, there are various scenarios where they
83y it might -- might or might not work, and all of these will
B2 presented -- all of these options will be presented as a

B3oklet to the Federal Subsistence Board for their
2énsideration.

25

26 There is a proviso regarding the Local Management and
PHe Tribal Options which states that I believe additional
28gulations and/or statute changes would have to be implemented
B&8fore these -- either of these two options could be
Iplemented. So even though they are listed as options here,
Bhey are not strictly enabled by existing legislation.

32

33 The third option is a Community Harvest Option, and it
34 patterned after a couple of practices or permitting systems.
35f you look on page 20 it talks about a couple of the
$6llages; Lime Village and Kaktovik. Lime Village has -- they
Bdve an allowance to hunt moose, I believe it is, whereby the
$81lage is given a quota, and the management agency is not
Rfterested in who the particular hunter is, they only are
dfiterested in having an accurate count of the animals killed.
Ahd, again, this is an option that will be presented to the
BE@deral Subsistence Board at their April meeting, I believe.

43

44 If you have any questions as we go along -- the last
éption is a Designated Hunter Option, and it's similar to the
g6ate proxy hunt system in which a person under the state proxy
AUnt system must -- a person even though they are not able to
B8nt can go ahead and purchase a hunting license, and under
#Beir system the hunter who hunts on behalf of somebody else
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dlso must have a valid hunting license and the person that is
Anable to hunt must fill out a proxy form which designates that
Bunter as the one who is designated to hunt on behalf of the
person that is unable to hunt.

5
6 If you have any questions as I go along, please don't
Hesitate to interrupt me. These -- all of these four options

®#ill be presented to the Federal Subsistence Board and with the
fecommendation or the proviso that they are not presented as
éfclusive options but with the idea that if applicable the
Féderal Subsistence Board might seek -- might want to apply
padrt of an option for one part of a community and part of
dB8other option for another part, if I remember correctly.

14

15 Was that not your impression, Mr. Knauer?
16
17 MR. KNAUER: That was not my impression that they were

$Blitting a community but they might apply one option for one
tOmmunity and one option for another community.

20

21 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you.

22

23 MR. KNAUER: That was my impression, that they were

ddso asking the councils or local communities if they had any
dbeas where they felt either of the designated hunter or
gémmunity harvest might work to submit a proposal during this
2ycle.

28

29 And Southeast did that, by the way. They submitted a
ploposal for deer in Southeast under the Designated Hunter
8¥stem whereby an individual can hunt for another individual
w2thin Southeast. There was no restriction as far as not being
3Ble -- a person not being able to hunt for elderly or blind or
ddsabled, but for -- just for another person.

35

36 They put three conditions on it. One was that the
F}fAdividual that was doing the harvesting had to submit the
B&8rvest report; secondly, that the individual that was doing
BBe harvesting was to turn over all meat to the beneficiary,
#8cognizing that the beneficiary could distribute or share;
dhd, thirdly, because they were concerned about the ability of
48 individual to care for a certain number of animals to avoid
wdnton waste. They said that an individual that was hunting
é4uld hunt for any numbers of individuals but they could not
Aave any more than two harvest tickets in their possession at
dby one time. And that was their proposal for deer in

gdutheast. They submitted a similar proposal for moose, but
48st in one unit. You had to be a -- you could hunt for -- in
4Bis case it was Unit 5 -- a resident of Unit 5 could hunt for
50
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dnother resident of Unit 5, a qualified resident. So that's
@what Southeast did, and they just did it for just deer and then
3ust moose in 5, because, as you're aware, one of the concerns
é6f the task force was to initially limit this to moose, caribou
br deer, those species that in general around the state have
bhigher population levels and are not subject to over-harvest
Very easily or very low reproductive rates.

8

9 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Knauer. Any
Glestions on any of the four options from any of the council
hémbers?

12

13 MR. OTTON: All these people that that were on this
tdsk force, there being such a large amount of people for four
bptions. Was there any preference they were leaning toward or
&6ing, or was it different region by region?

17

18 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Well, we were trying to develop
f8ur options for the Federal Subsistence Board to look at and
@hich might be applicable over the state, depending on the
@wishes of the local community. We had originally thought we
@W&re going to make a recommendation, but, again, we ran out of
£3me and we ended up just presenting or outlining the four
dptions and any scenarios under which they might be applicable
@b some considerations under each scenario. But as I mentioned
2érlier, the Tribal Management Option and the Local Management
Pption would have to have other regulations enacted or other
88atutes modified to allow for them to be utilized as options
B9 the board.

30

31 So in Southeast they used the Designated Hunter Option,
B2ght?

33

34 MR. KNAUER: They felt that the Designated Hunter
Bption was the most appropriate. They did leave a -- sort of
dh out in there that said that -- I forget the exact wording,

Biit they said that for deer it was for all of Southeast except
88r a community that the Federal Subsistence Board had
B8cognized as having a Community Harvest System. So -- and
4Hen they were going to notify each community and let them put
dh a proposal if they wished to have a Community Harvest
gYstem. So essentially what they did is they -- they're
pBoposing to give everybody a Designated Hunter System and then
44 an individual community wishes to apply for or submit a
pboposal for a Community Harvest System. That community would
£#611 out of the Designated Hunter System and go into the
€dmmunity Harvest System, which is a little more general and
#8laxed.

49
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CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Any other questions?
MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Katchatag.

~N oo wbdh

MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: I didn't really look through
8his, but 1f it's there, I didn't see it, and I have a
@onsideration after looking through the whole Preamble. I'd
lflke to have you consider traditional customs definition. I
think it could be covered without amending the preamble there,
aAd this could fit in to several works there, culture and
t8stoms. What I'm getting at is under the traditional custom
&% our ancestors, these are included that some parts of the
dhimals are used for medication of certain species, and for
téremonial assemblies as well, and, finally, as legends in
t&lation for utilizing of and close relationships with the
18nd. These come as teaching legends, you know, by using the
dfimals. So I think these are important to fit in right there

a8 a definition without changing what's written there. Thank
Ybu, very much.

22

23 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Katchatag. What is

2he wish of the council with regard to the Designated Hunter
Zask Force and the report?

26

277 MR. OTTON: What kind of options have we got, what can
@8 do?

29

30 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Well, you could adopt or recommend

Bhat we allow a Designated Hunter Option or Community Harvest
BRtion or Tribal Management Option or a Local Management
Bption. You could do like Southeast here and you could apply
Bér the caribou. The trouble being with the Tribal Management
Bption and the Local Management Option is that we have to try
86 impact the appropriate regulation in our statutes to allow
BHat.

38

39 MR. OTTON: I believe (indiscernible - child sounds
dffown out) as to what needs to be done to go after the Tribal
@ption and Community Option.

42

43 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: I don't think so.

44

45 MR. BARR: Can we adopt this or what?

46

477 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: If you see fit.

48

49 MR. OTTON: I don't think there's anything wrong with
50
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dloing that, right?

g MR. KNAUER: Mr. Chairman.

é CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Knauer.

g MR. KNAUER: It was my understanding in the
8nstructions to me that the report is a .....

%O (Indiscernible - speaking to the child)

%% MR. KNAUER: There's some sound competition. It's my

hidderstanding that the report is an informational document to
the board but also for use by the councils to help them develop
pboposals or different things that they might use to make the
tégulations more amenable and more in line with the customs and
practices of their local people. And that's the way Southeast
a8d at least a couple of the other councils have chosen to
hBilize it.

20

21 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Any questions for Mr. Knauer?
ZHank you, Mr. Knauer.

23

24 MR. KATCHEAK: Mr. Chairman.

25

26 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Katcheak.

27

28 MR. KATCHEAK: Well, it is time we discussed this
P8signated Hunter Option. I discussed this Designated Hunter

BPption, I support it because that was what I thought was, at
Bhe time, a good idea to set our precedence on how we're going

82 -- how we would accommodate elderly people. So I am in full
88pport of it and I still -- I'm still fully in support of the
Bdnter option -- Designated Hunter Option. But like you said,
®& could adopt the whole -- approve the whole report and then
d6ter that what would happen?

37

38 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: This is to be guidelines as to

WBether or not you want to change the Subsistence Management
B8gulations to more closely allow customs and tradition that
dte practiced locally to be legalized.

42

43 MR. KATCHEAK: So i1f we approve this report, that would
44 we don't have to be specific about some of these options we
want; this would be -- what option would apply to us, what we
décide on?

47

48 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Well, that all depends on how you
d8entify yourself. If you are a resident of a rural
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thunicipality or rural second class city a Tribal Management
Pption would not suit your needs. And i1if you are a tribal
Person then the Community Harvest Option or the Designated
Bunter might not fit within your customs and traditions. So
5'm not sure exactly what exactly to do with this particular
@document other than use it as guidelines for any other changes
Zhat you might like to see in the regulations.

8
9 MR. KATCHEAK: I don't have any problem with that.
10
11 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: My suggestion, and this is a

$ggestion that is subject to the wishes of the council, is
tBat I would suggest that we adopt the report as a report from
the Designated Hunter Task Force, with the proviso that it be
thrculated among the communities of our region so that they
t6uld decide for themselves whether or not they want any of the
bptions or parts of options to be applied to their community
d8d their subsistence users.

%8 MR. OTTON: 1I'll second the motion.

g% CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Well, we have a motion and a
88cond. Discussion?

gé MR. OTTON: He just got done saying the motion.

gg MR. BARR: Question.

gg CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Question's been called. All those

38 favor of the motion to adopt the report of Designated Hunter
Bask Force and that it be forwarded to all the communities with
BHe region as an option for their application for change
PBoposals, signify by saying aye.

34

35 IN UNISON: Aye.

36

37 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Those opposed, nay. (No opposing
B8sponses) Motion passes unanimously.

39

40 MR. OTTON: So staff will send the stuff to us, all the
¥1llages, right?

42

43 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yes, ma'am.

44

45 MR. OTTON: And like are they going to go to the city
é6fices, the IRA offices or who?

47

48 MS. ARMSTRONG: Anywhere you want it to go.

49
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1 MR. OTTON: Huh?

2

3 MS. ARMSTRONG: Wherever you wish it to go.

4

5 MR. OTTON: I'm going to carry mine with her after
while

7

8 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: That wording was to the affected

@ommunities within our region, whether or not they send them --
¥6u could designate whether you want it to go to the tribal
dvernment or the city or all of the above.

12

13 MS. ARMSTRONG: All of the above.

14

15 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: All the above. So that's going to
bé the -- all of the above.

17

18 MS. ARMSTRONG: With a cover letter?

19

20 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Right. We are now down to number
20., Public Comments.

22

23 MS. ARMSTRONG: It's done.

24

25 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Katchatag.

26

277 MR. STANTON KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I
28st would like to thank each one of you for your patience, and
£Be council for allowing us to put our concerns. The basic
36mment, however, I would like to make a request before the
d¢encies here. I'm (indiscernible) Chair is considering or

BBRinking that because shortage of limited funds that the
8Peration of not only Seward Peninsula but statewide advisory
d4uncils would be short-changed more or less, so I would like
86 suggest that adequate funding be requested to Congress or
whoever is in charge of final budgeting, directly through the
B&sponsibility of the coordinator of each region. This is my
B8commendation because as you figure out i1if they have a meeting
d8wn in Anchorage for the people to go there, your people
wilthout going to hotel and mail expenses were just for
4taveling or somewhere around 700 or that for just a trip. So
42believe the -- each Federal Subsistence Council should be
ddequately funded, especially these first few years that they
d%e organizing. I think this is the only way we can -- they
éan do what they are supposed to do, and I believe strongly
Bécause it's organized under the act of Congress that the
@dngress not deny adequate funding for this in spite of the
é8ts. So thank you very much.

49
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1 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Katchatag. Any
further public comments? Hearing none, we'll move on to item
31., Administrative Items. Barb.

4

5 MS. ARMSTRONG: None. They've all been taken care of,
the ones that I need your signatures and stuff. For your next

Zravel it was the consensus from the council that they would
B8ike to do some charters on their flights to their meetings --
fheir meeting places. I'm going to ask and try to set up for
¥Bur next meeting, wherever it may be, to see if there can be a
tharter set up so that way the meeting -- had it gotten done
12ke this one tonight, we could have made it back into Nome and
h&ad home on our merry little ways. But the setup that we have
tdght now through our travel agency, we have to spend another
mhght. So I'll try to set that up for the next.

16

17 For those who want to know, Sheldon's fax number is
880-3738, and his phone number, again, is 890-2268; and
F$eetot's 1s 642-4091 at work, from 8:00 to 5:00 .....

20

21 MR. SEETOT: 9:00 to 5:00.

22

23 MS. ARMSTRONG: ..... 9:00 to 5:00 -- 10:00 to 5:00.
ZHat's all I have.

25

26 MR. KNAUER: Just a reminder that either I can carry
PHe -- your itinerary and receipts back to our administrative
d8ficer to fill out the (indiscernible), or when you get home
¥8u can send them in, but be sure you include -- I'm aware that

Bhere was a purchase order for your lodging but they may give
$bu a receipt. Be sure you include that. Make sure you
FAclude the receipt copy of your ticket with it also.

33

34 MS. ARMSTRONG: That's why I guess they can't give it
86 you right now, because they need that receipt to send in
®6th their packet. In case you travel sometime and you need to
8How your travel agent.

38

39 MR. KNAUER: Okay.

40

41 MS. ARMSTRONG: Okay, thanks.

42

43 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Is that it?

44

45 MS. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh (affirmative).

46

477 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Barb. Moving on to
48em 12. This is the fun one, time and place for the next
#héeting.

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572 272-7515
Fax 274-8982

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



247

MS. ARMSTRONG: We have a six-week calendar.

SN

CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Oh, yeah. This is a six-week
Balendar which shows the open window for our meeting, and for
the record let me show that the Barrow meeting has blocked out
February 5 to February 18.

8

9 MR. OTTON: That's a long meeting.

10

11 MS. ARMSTRONG: No, they're going to pick the days from
tRhose two weeks. They're going to either pick from the first
#8ek of February 5 to 11 or the week of February 12 through the
18. It should be in those two weeks, but we weren't sure.

15

16 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: In honor of Washington's Birthday

I7move that we hold our meeting February 21 to February 24, in
H8nolulu. Do I hear a second?

19

20 MS. ARMSTRONG: Everybody (indiscernible).

21

22 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: And since we've just come through

2Be federal budget is full, all spouses of the council members
@411 be taken along.

25

26 MS. ARMSTRONG: You wish.

27

28 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Uh-oh. Okay, the floor is open.
W8 can meet February 3 and 4.

30

31 MS. ARMSTRONG: The Northwest Arctic is meeting on the
2ad.

33

34 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Oh, yeah, that's a little bit
8bose. I'm sorry. We will block out February -- January 31 to
Bébruary 4, two days on either side.

37

38 MR. OTTON: Let's see, what's going on in February.
39

40 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Rondy.

41

42 MS. ARMSTRONG: Isn't that when you have the Elders
¢3nference, too?

44

45 MR. OTTON: 1In our region?

46

477 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yeah.

48

49 MR. OTTON: There's no Elders Conference this year
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because of (indiscernible) messed up.

2

3 MS. ARMSTRONG: Oh, okay.

4

5 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: When does the Iditarod start --
March 4.

7

8 MR. OTTON: Who blocked that out?

9

10 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Any suggestions on meeting days?
Fébruary 20 is blocked off by itself, that's the Presidents
Ddy, an observed holiday. Any suggestions?

13

14 MR. BARR: February 22 is my girl's birthday.

15

16 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Automatically crossed off.

17

18 MS. ARMSTRONG: 27th and 28th?

19

20 (Yupik language spoken)

21

22 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: E-E means uh-huh (affirmative). I
BR3ve a motion for February 27 and 28.

24

25 MS. ARMSTRONG: Make it tentative in case their dates
génflict and I'll let you know.

27

28 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: They're just going to have to live
@9th it. They've got two weeks.

30

31 MS. ARMSTRONG: Okay. If they make their's for the

B2rst week you could make yours for the following week, so I'll
28t you know what date they block off. I know it's two days in
Bhose two weeks.

35

36 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: 1In other words, if they pick a
Béeting in the first week, we can take a meeting in the second
w8ek?

39

40 MS. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh (affirmative).

41

42 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Is that any better?

43

44 MS. ARMSTRONG: If you make it on the latter part of

#he following week, you can set two days right now. Like on 27
46d 28 and/or 16 and 17, and then that way either way --

Wwhichever -- where they set it I'll let you know.
48

49 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Any preferences?
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2 MR. KATCHEAK: 1l6th and 17th. Any objection to 16 and

5 MR. BARR: No objection.

7 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: So ordered, 16 and 17 of February.
8Place?

9

10 MR. BARR: Little Diomede.

11

12 MR. OTTON: Yeah, .

13

14 MR. BARR: No, I'm kidding.

15

16 MR. OTTON: Oh, yeah, that's right, if we go there
hiless we charter out, we've got to stay there two weeks.
18

19 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Week on, week off. Okay, we met
Prst at Nome; second at Shishmaref; third at Unalakleet; .....
21 MR. BARR: Fourth at Brevig?

22

23 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I'm open to suggestions. White
Méuntain has a lodge.

25

26 MR. SEETOT: I think we should meet, you know, where

@w@'re representing people within a region that would kind of
28agger the areas that are represented, you know, so they get
48 idea of what our board is doing.

30

31 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: White Mountain is not represented,
B2les is not represented, Golovin, Shaktoolik, .....

33

34 MR. BARR: St. Michaels, Wales.

35

36 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Right, but you're talking about
83@me windy places. Well, we're tough.

38

39 MR. OTTON: Only lodge in the region is the village of
White Mountain. You like it, Steve?

41

42 MR. KNAUER: He was saying Serpentine Hot Springs.
43

44 MR. KATCHEAK: The only thing that's hot up there at
4hat time of year is the hot springs.

46

477 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Take our word for it, we know.
Afly suggestions?

49
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1 MR. OTTON: White Mountain.

g CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I have a motion on the floor to
Aave our next meeting in White Mountain. Do we have a second?
Z MR. KATCHEAK: Second.

g CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Discussion.

%O MR. BARR: Question.

%% CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Question. All those in favor of

h8ving our next meeting tentatively on the 16th and 17th of
Fébruary in White Mountain, Alaska, signify by saying aye.
15

16 IN UNISON: Aye.
17
18 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Those opposed, nay? (No opposing

t8sponses) Motion passes unanimously. We shall meet at White
MBuntain tentatively on the 16th and 17th. So ordered.
21

22 MR. KATCHEAK: Of what month?

23

24 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: February. Next order of business,
gbuncil/Staff/Agency Comment. Mr. Lockwood.

26

277 MR. LOCKWOOD: None.

28

29 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: None. Madame Secretary.

30

31 MS. MUKTOYUK: None.

32

33 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: None. Vice President Barr?

34

35 MR. BARR: None.

36

37 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: ©None. Mr. Katcheak?

38

39 MR. KATCHEAK: ©None.

40

41 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: None. Mr. Seetot?

42

43 MR. SEETOT: I just would like to say that this is one
6% the board meetings that kind of -- or the council meetings
4hat pretty much the issues were put out in the open and I
4hink that -- it went where no issues were kind of left out but

%111 need to be discussed at the next meeting, and I
dPpreciate the time and effort that I spent here. I thank
YfAalakleet for the time spent here. Thank you.
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CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Seetot. Mr. Otton?

SN

MR. OTTON: Well, I suppose it was a pretty productive
beeting, a few sparks flying now and then, but I think when
gou're brainstorming, that happens. The only thing, what I was
Worried about when I go to meetings, and I do go to a few, and
8ne thing that I've never said that's always been in the back
8f my mind is the old saying, some wise old Indian said that

THe big smoke but no fire." So hopefully we get a fire going
pretty strong.

12

13 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Otton. Personally,

d4d also on behalf of the council I would ask that our regional
tbordinator write a thank you letter to the Native Village of
Uaalakleet for the warm welcome that we received, to the
Uflalakleet Native Corporation for their provision of a warm
p8ace to hold a meeting, and to the participants in Unalakleet
f8r making their concerns and wishes known to the Seward
P8ninsula Regional Advisory Council.

21

22 I would also like to thank staff for providing us
28formation requested and for their patience and kindness in
déaling with us, and we hope that in the future things will go
dh a little bit smoother keel and as my cohort to my left so
ably put it, fewer sparks will fly.

27

28 And I hope everybody is, if not satisfied with the
Atcome of our meeting, that we are all equally dissatisfied.
36 having said that, I would like to open the floor to any of
Bhe staff for any comments at this time. Ms. Detwiler?

32

33 MS. DETWILER: None.

34

35 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Ms. Mason?

36

37 MS. MASON: No comments.

38

39 MS. MASCHMEYER: Well, I would just like to add a thank
¢6u to —-- come out here.

41

42 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Please state their names for the
43cord.

44

45 MS. MASCHMEYER: For the record, I'm Gloria Maschmeyer,

woth the Office of Subsistence Management, and I would like to
#HHank the Unalakleet Native Corporation for the help that their
d8ministrative staff gave us during these two days of meetings,
#Be use of their fax machines, their copy machines and their
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kindness in helping us at a moment's notice to enable us to
gomplete our tasks to have this meeting run smoothly. And
B8hank you Unalakleet for having us.

4

5 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Gloria. Madame
Coordinator, I would also ask that our letter to the
Gorporation reflect the same. Any other comments from staff?
Br. Adkisson?

9

10 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Knauer.

11

12 MR. KNAUER: I would also like to echo the appreciation
t3 the Native wvillage, the community and the people of
Udalakleet for opening your village and your hearts to us. I

#%buld also like to thank the council members for their
d6ligence and effort in taking the time to read the materials
afld to understand our program, because your knowledge makes the
p8ocess that we're both trying to achieve much easier, and
a9%though there are still some bumpy spots in the road, we're
28ch coming to understand and learn a little bit about each
dther, and it is progressing, and I thank you for that.

22

23 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Knauer.

M#4. Adkisson, were you about to have some comment?

25

26 MR. ADKISSON: No. If we're down to that point at 13
@¥ whatever, yeah.

28

29 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Tocktoo.

30

31 MR. TOCKTOO: None.

32

33 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Kovach.

34

35 MR. KOVACH: No.

36

37 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Madame Recorder.

38

39 MS. DOWNING: I don't have any.

40

41 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: On behalf of the council I would

42ke to thank Madame Recorder for bearing with us and I hope we
BA3ven't disrupted her schedule. Good.

44

45 MS. DOWNING: I would comment you were the third
é6uncil I've done and the third one that wanted to meet in
Biadwaii.

48

49 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Well, once again the indigenous
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people are thinking on the same wave length.

Moving on to item 14. Adjourn.

2
3
4
5 MS. ARMSTRONG: All right.
6
7 (Off record)

8

9

10 (END OF PROCEEDINGS)

11 *x * k% Kk *x %
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1 CERTIFICATE

2

BNITED STATES OF AMERICA )

4 ) ss.

STATE OF ALASKA )

6

7 I, Rebecca Nelms, Notary Public in and for the State of
Blaska and Reporter for R & R Court Reporters, Inc., do hereby
Bertify:

10

11 THAT the foregoing pages numbered 112 through 249

tdntain a full, true and correct Transcript of the Seward
Péninsula Subsistence Regional Advisory Council meeting taken
@édectronically by Meredith L. Downing on the 25th day of
Q0&tober, 1994, beginning at the hour of 9:00 o'clock a.m. at
the Unaglikmiut Katimmaslik Center, Unalakleet, Alaska;

17

18 THAT the transcript is a true and correct transcript
T8quested to be transcribed and thereafter transcribed by
PAurel Evenson and Meredith L. Downing to the best of their
Rhowledge and ability;

22

23 THAT I am not an employee, attorney, or party
24terested in any way in this action.

25

26 DATED at Anchorage, Alaska, this 2nd day of November,
2994.

28

29

30

31

32 Notary Public in and for Alaska
33 My Commission Expires: 10/10/94
34

35
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41
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